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I.. Statement of t.he Pr.·.iblem 

The proble~ l.tn.dartake:n 1n tbla Pfiper involve.e ~he at.udy 

Southern States. It 1~ an ender .. vor. to find a means of inte­

grating the re11ts1oue elE~ment in the school life of the ob.ild 

and th~r~iby to rottnd out aors completely the whole of educa­

tion. 

I!. I~portan~e of the Problem 

;,'(i311g1ous $di.:u~at1ml has. oo eup1ed an 1ncret:u~1t1gly promi-

nent plaa.e in t.he d ~tiona or 1£duoat1on sJoclationa and 

among l§di:ng public school teachers during the d~cade. 

There bean :nany l:>lana pros:Hlaad for supplying t reli-

glou~ &1'Sment to tha general e;lt.v.mt.ional • Hundreds 

of Da.y Church Seh.ools, Dtlily Vacat 3t~hoola, 

tiind t..aadersh1p fJ. s:pr!i:ng • ith the 

1rH~raaa introduction of 1:udustry and :nater1al!S1.!1 which 

have eharsoter1zed th& hi!, unusttal 

proposals to sup:;ly r~~l1g1ou~3' eleitH3nt our general ed-

ucational It, t.heref'ore, ~ea»~ im;;Jansely lmpo.r·tant 

that €1.."'1~ 1nvestigr~t1!)n. be will ii?,jH~ist 1n evaJ .. uat-

1ng a feasible and satiafaotory prog:r&l'U for the eorre~lztt .. 1on 



Il!. Definition of Terms 

ot the man1 asene1ea wh.ioh nave attempted to supply the 

rel1g1etuJ element to our educational program, the waek-da.:r 

Church School is the onl:r one which def1n1 tely seeks to oo­

opers<te with the :pt.tblic school. the week-day Church school 

bas been called a parallel systa of schools seeking to co­

operate with the public schools in supplying religious in­

struction to t'he eurricaltta of general education. These 

schools meet in l"eiU.la.r school hours on lttime released11 from -Nvii! .. 

pu~lic school p~ in classes conducted inside or out e1de 

ot public school property. They are supported entirely by 

outside '!Wld~. 

we are not concerned with the Daily vacation Bible 

school, the parochial school, ~eache~'• Tr&1n1ng schools or 

Bible study for credit in High School. All or these are re­

ferred to as week-day schools or religion but they are not in­

eluded 1n the term week nay Religious Education or the week 

Day Ch\U"eh school, technically used. The DailJ Vacation Bible 

Hehool holds its sesaions during the awmner months when the 

public school 1s not in session and hence does not seek eo­

operation with the public ;enool. The parochial schools with­

draw the pupils entirely from the public school and provide 

both secular and r el1g1ous inst.UN.et.ion. Therefore, our pro­

blem of correlation 1s not concerned with them. The Teacher's 

~ra1n1ng Schools are of a vocational type and deal with mature 

· individuals. In the Bible study for credit system in a1gh 

School the ered1t 1e usually granted on the basis ot history 



or 11 terature and not as a cou.:rse primarily 1n morals and 

rel1s1on. T.heretore. the Bible study for credit movement 

will not be 1neluded in this discussion. 

IV.. Phases of the :Probla 

It will be necessary to tm.dertts.nd the conditione lead­

ina u.p to the present e1tu.at1on of complete ei1m1na.t1on of 

religlOtJa instruction from the pt;1bl1c &chool proe;ram before 

evaluat1ng the present a1tu.a.t1on. 
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It will become necessar.y ~rtbermore to find what is 

legally involved 1n a ple~ for closer cooperation between 

ral1g1oas and secular e4uc~t1on 1n the eever3l 5outhern states 

and to determine what the pu.bllc school pol1ct ahottld be in 

oopperating w1.tb the propoe$d prosram for rellg1ou.:e i:nstruction. 

The field of th1s investigation has been confined ~o 

fourteen southern states: Alabama, Arltanaas, J!'lorlds. Georgia. 
Mt•U· I 5 f,l FJf'i 

1\entu.~k.y, Lou1a1ana,A5orth Carolina, Oklahoma, South, Q&:rol1na, 

Tennessee, Texas, V1rg1n1a, and Vtest V1rg1n1a. l!he p~esent 

study cannot include the un1Qtu, problema connected with $duca­

t1on f~r the Southern Negro and for the r;;outbem Highlander. 

It is not neceasarily expec~ed to find peou11.9.r sectional 

differences in the typea of religious tnstruct1on offered. 

l'he opportunity and need for the correlation of reltgiot.u~ 11nd 

eecular edueatioo, however,. are the eba.llanging phases. 

V. :lode ot :Procedure 

A. Circular letters were eent to the superintendents of 

Public Instruction in fourteen southern States requesting the 



the following 1nflbrmationt 

1. The le3al status or Bible reading and religious 

education. 

2.. The \tsa ot Pub lie ilohool ~i~e for parpose of 

religious edUcation. 
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3. The use of' Pul:tlie School property for t.h.e purpose of 

religious education. 

4. s list of school systems in the st~te wh1eh are co­

operating w1th week Day C~~~h Schools. 

5. The names of leaders of religious edueat1~n exp&r1-

ments 1nt the state which beav a relat1onsb1p to the state 

schools. 

B. Conferences with officials in the week Day cnareh 

schools furnished additional information 1n some cases. 

c. circular letters were t;en,t to the Boar·ds of Rel1giotAs 

Edue~t1on of eleven denom1nat1ona in the Jouthern states ask-

1ns. the following information eoneemins the week da7 cb.urcb. 

school mov~En1.t in their cwrcb: 

1. D1atr1bl.lt1on and location of "esk Day Chu.rch schools 

bJ states. 

2. TYP& of school .. 

3. Date of organ1~at1on. 

4. Public School relat1onah1p 

a .. Us1.ng Public School time 

b. Using Public aohool property. 

In prasent1ng tr.tls ma:t.er1a.l. I have e~dea.vored to give an 

analysis ot the va..r1otte types of schools found wblob. will aervs 

both tts an 1nsp1rat1on an.d a we.rning to other•e who are attsmptins 
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to integrate religious 1nst.Not1on in t.he $chool lite or the 

child. 
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IN 

I. Early Southern Att1tttde Towsrtl Public Education 

In order to view our problem, the correlation of 

religious ·and aeettl&r instruction, 1n its right perspec.tive, 

it is important that we understand the conditions leading up 

to our present situation and the deeply rooted pr1nciples re­

sulting which nave practically completely el1~1nated religious 

instruction from the public school. 

Tile steps in the seeular1zat1on of education 1n the 

Southern. atates are s1t~1lar to those 1n the New Engl~"'nd and 

~~iddlel States. The prinei~l cU.ttere.ttee is identical with 

that found in the history of the development of the south's 

public school system. ·The old eceles1astieal and exclusive 

1d.ea ot education wbieh dominated the south retarded the ssnti­

ment for public education. V1rg1n1a's advancement toward the 

public school 1s ty-pical ot the swtb. Her first atepa toward. 

universal education was to subsidize the education of the poor 

(1816) -and to pass perm1se1ve law• for common schools in the 

counties (1825). (l} By the end or ·&he first quarter of the 

nineteenth century provisions for general a&a1n1strat1on 1n 

state" coWlt7 and district bad been made in all of the existing 

southern states,except 1n V1!'g1n1a and south Carolina but a 

public school system bad not actually materialized in &ftT state. 

( 1) Graves • FrL~k f'lerrepont. A. st.udent' s History of Education, 

p, 256. Macmillan, N.r., 1925. 



State control ot ~cation e~e more slowly but 1t came just 

as eompletalJ' as in other sections. 

The southern :population bas alwaJ& been no'l#abl7 ot a 

pious and rel1g!.ou.s character. Records of colonial leg1ela­

ture bring to light the dominance of the re11s1ou.a motive 

that prompted the founding of the first achools; an organtza­

tion and administration controlled jo1ntlJ by the church and 

state; and a ew:-rlculu of almost exclusive religious content. 

It aesed only natural when religion •• :r eeognized by the 

highest leg1elat1ve authorities as the major aim of e~ucat1on 

that the ettrrieulum should be dom1nsn:t.ly religious and that 

the church or its representatives should be 61ven more or less 

lesa.l ~ont.rol over education. 

Nu.m,erou.s sp&clf1e examples of ecclesiastical oont:rol or 
ed~cat1on may be elted in the southern colonies. 

In the Revisal of the Lta:wa of' North Cara11na. 1773, the 

charter for the Newbern school established in 1766 contains 

t.he olausec 1'No person shall be adtd.tted to be master of the 

said school who 1e not of the Established Church of England.u(l) 

.In 1112 south Carolina established a free school in which 

the f'ollowtng provision is found: "---- that the master ot 

said school shall be of thekel1g1on of' the Church of EnSlan.d!(2) 
-The legislature of Virginia 1n 1756 passed an act whereby 

'j'rhe· minister, ohtl.rch wardens and vestrymen" or the parishes 

of ware ana Ab1ng4on were conet1t~ted a body corporate by the 

name of the r'Trustees and Governors of Peasley' a Fl"ee School, f,f 

(1) Brown, s. w •. secularization or American Edue&tion,p. }7 

(2) Brown, S .. \V., aecularlzat1on of American EdUcation. p. 39 
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whose d~t1 1~ waa to take ave~ certain property ~~d eet&blleb 

a. tree school 1n th$ pariahea or f.fare and Abine;4on. (l) 

In 1766 the lft51sla.tu.re of Nortb Carolina eta.t.et~ the pur- . 

pose in GBtabl1ah1ns a. publle school as tollaws: '''fhereaa.t~Ja 

number of well disposed pere.ona taktng into cons1derat.1on the 

sreat neoesatty of nav1ns ~ proper tu::hool or pu.bl1e e.em1l'UU'7 

of lea~1ns est.abl1ebed whereby ~he rising senerat1on aay be 

brousht. up and instructed in the pr1nc1plea of the Ch~tllft1an. 

rel1g1on and f1tt.ed tort he offices and several pt-;~poses of' 

11 fe • have at a e~t expense er&cted and. bu11 t, 1n the tom 

of Newbem, s. eonvenient hou,se for tho purpoRe &foresa1da, etc. 

(2) 

1n 1785 the legislature of' Georgia enacted the following~ 

,....4i\~ ott1eers appo1ntoo to the 1n!'.t1 tat1on-and government of 

t.he un1:vara 1 ty rtha.ll be ot the Chr1at1s.n ·religion.. I+ ( 3) 

The separation of Cb:tlrch and State a• a political prhlei­

ple bad its rl.se in V1r~n1a in 1775.(-4) Tl1e 9\ruggle tor 

rel1g1oua liberty in v1rs1n1a., an oatabll&hed (zb.Urcb. colony, 

became an interrelated aovement with the strt.l581e for 1nde­

pendenoe fro• Great Br1 tain. over nalf of that colonJ be­

lona;ed to the re11g1ous d1asentera, :sapt1st~, Preabyterbms., 

and otn0rs. Their d1,.ad'Van~e and. eut't$r1ng at the hands of 

the Established o~ch attracted gover:t1ment leaders to their 

CEu.tse. And $0 this; 0\ltcome was even.tullly a free church 1n a 

-
(2) Ibid p. 203 (3) lb14 p. 40 

(t) B~urer, E.s. ~;The Change f'rom the Raligioutt to t.he secular 
~·~~~t:: Re11g1o~f! E."lucation, t>taroh. 1927. 
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tree. state. \ 

At the 1nst1g&t1on of Patrick Heney, the legislature 

or Vlrs1n1a in 1176 unat.d.mously adopted the following. f'..rt1ele 

1n a Declaration of Rights: nThat religion, or t.he duty which 

we owe to our Creator, and the manner of diecbargins 1t, can 

be directed only by re&son and conviction, not by force or 

violence, and.,theretore, all men are entitled to the tree exer­

c1stt or·re11e;1on, a.ooord1ng to the d.1ota.tas of conscience; and 

that 1t ia the mt.ttW'il duty of all to practice Christlan for­

bearance, love, and char1 ty, toward eaeh other... ( 1) The JJri n­

c1p1e of rel1g1ou.s freedom herein eapre~sed hs.$ become a part 

of our national and state constitutions. 

Since the date of the attainment of our 1."ldependence from 

Great Britain, there has been goins. on a gradual elimination or 

religious 1netru:et1on and ~11 ohu.roh inflaences trom pu.bl1c edu.­

cat1on.(2) After the Revolutionary war came the desire to be 

completely freed from European influence. This reaction wss 

pa.rt1w1arly felt 1n southern states where the 6-hnrch otEng­

land. had bean dosirum t and where dissenters were making their 

influence felt.. Likewise~ the front.1er pr1vat1on&~ and the 

gro~tng seeular1zat1on of life in the period follow1ns the 

attainment ·of American nationality tended to ~hange the potnt 

of emphasis in ed.u.cat1on. 

By the beainntng ot the American renaissance 1n the 

thirties, a wholesome growth had been made in all of the older 

(1) 
~e1mle, Luther .!llan, ~•Tne Relation of ChUrch and state 1n 

El.ementa:ry Education:• Rs11td'•)c.i$ Education, p. 12 

(2) Brown. .s .. ,''Secula.r1za:tion of American 1!!d.ucat1on,''p.5 
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Southern states toward public education. uFermanent publle 

aehool endowments were Or$ate4 1n all ot thel!i except ~ou~h 

ca.rolina and in all aoll!e fom of educational leg1al~ot1on wae 

enacted.a (1) During 'the reoonatruction period educational 

legislation providing un1tor~ m.ethode of school support. ad­

m1ni5trat1on and organ1r~t1on and reorganization of ante­

bellum school endonente or literary funds had been enacted 

1n all of the older southern Sta-tes. (2) Despite these en­

deavors dt'&r1ng the seventies, however, a eo:1iplet·e system of 

public education had not been ~ene-rally e&tll.blished 1n. the 

zouth u.nt1l 1890. t3) fiost or the private and parochial 

schools in elem$t'ltary and secondary grades were then dis­

placed.. Today tha;r;e are few pupil:~ in t.h.e t>out.h outside the 

public schools. The pr1nc1:ple or tile secular school ht:1.e come 

to be thoroughly accepted in every state in the south. 

II.. General Trend in the Separa:t1on of Rel1g1ou.a 

from secular F~ueat1on 

Naturally, the general tendency was aga.1nat the oon­

t.1nuence of religious instruction in the pu..blic school. so 

tong as communities remained relatively homo~&~eous in their 

re11g1oua t;erumts, r.-obst~eles ltere ~et 1n transm1t.tins; to 

the children thair religious heritage. With the increase 1n 

mteration and 1mm1gr3t1on came a more pronounced d1ffer$nce 

in religious belief. Portions of the older ~outh were hardly 

( 1) Knight, Edsar "', Mpub11c Education in the sou:t.ll, p.l56 .. 

(2} Ibid, P• 333 

( 3) Graves • F-,:r·ank P ., l~ A f3tudent • s History of Education'* , p. 330. 
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Aff'ected by t.he 1nflu.x of 1mm16ration tkl- the newer terr1-

tcory which includes all cr tha states ot the Southern group 

with the exception of V1~1nh, North oar;:,lina, south 

Carolina, Md Georgia rapidly filled wtth settlers from the 

original states and from various European countries r&sult-
1\'\. 

ing11 pronounced differences of sttc~arian ele:aents. With t~tate 

supnort and state oon~rol of education caMe centralization 
' . 

and uniformity which turt.her enhanced d1ff1cult1es 1n the 

way of teaching pM"'ticular rel1g1ou.s beliefs. co:m.pulsory 

education laws and the adoption ot textbooks and courses of 

stu~y by the state or county tended to minimize and gradu~l­

ly to eliminate entire.ly religious 1ntatruct1on from the 

schools. 

III. The Development of the Principle of Religious 

Freedom and the Separation of Church and state. 

At the bottom of' the movement toward the secular school, 

however, there are two :aore t\uulamental fact()t's than ha.ve been 

noted. As Americans, we have committed ourselves to two im­

portant principles: ••rtrst,the principle Qf religious freedom 

which insures the separation of Church and State a.nd guaran­

tees to all the r18ht to worship God aocord1ns to the dic­

tates .of' their own consc1ences' :---- aecond,the principle of 

public repons1b111t;v tor ed\1()&t1on for c1t1r>ensh1p in a deltoc­

r,tu::y • which 1.&76 upon tbe State itself the duty or securlng 

its own perpetuity and sl'.lap1ng ita own future by the educa­

tion or those who aa c1t1~ene and voters. constitute its 
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sovereisna.~(l) 

The aurtell'lrl:tla from Old World lntolera.noe were still 

~oo vivid in the minds of ~he majority of our citizens for 

them to be willing to intrust to the state the determination 

or the natw:-e of t.he religi<)U.s teaohms which their children 

ahou.lt! receive. Itt us soon determined, therefore, that re­

llgioue freedom was a more precious principle than major1t7 

Nle and that the ms.jcrity shoUld not d.etermine the re1a10n 

of the m1nor1t7 •. The elimination of reli.g1ou~ instruction 

from the ;r~blic schools was an unavoidable consequence. 

One hundred years after the birth or our nation the 

proclamation ot the Foundat" of Cbriflt1an1ty that ttv.y K!nS-
•. 

dom is not of this worldu bs;.d become the recognized princi-

ple underlying the rela'tion or Chttreh and State in America. 

In other words, religion is not to be leg1sla.ted into the 

hearta and 11veta of men. In 1876 the P,:Spl.lbliean uatlonal 

Platform called for an amendment to the aonst1.tu.t1on for­

bidding uthe application of any public t\lnds or property for 

the benet1 t of any school or 1n.st1 tution under sectarian con­

trol. •t ,~lthGUgh the meaeu.re itself' failed to carry. feelings 

have been re~u1red by const>eas to provide a.Vl ordin~noe '*for 

the establishment and m.ainterum.ee or a system of pu.bl1c 

~Jchoola 'Which shall be open to all the children of the &tate 

free from seets.rtsn control ... (2) 

(1) ,;e1gle,L.A ... "seouls.:r1zat1on of Public Edueat1on.rt 
Ra11g1~s Education, Feb. 1926. p.91. 

(2) Zollman,Carl, 11H1sto:r1ea.l Ba.ckground of Helis,1ous Day 
Schools•, Religious F~ucation, Feb., 1926, P• 8' 



Following this• state after state took eonst1tut1onal 

st.et>s to prevent the e.ppropria.tlon or publlc school funds 

to the use or saotar1an schools. Forty states wnioh have 

ps.ased sueh prOtective measures s:re listed by l!fr. zoll!lan. (1) 

Tb.e expression of the T$&1&EUlee .court is 'tfpioal on 

this aubject.: nit 1s contrary to law and to public policy 

to allow the public s.Ohool money to be 1nv•sted in property 

1n which any religious denomination or any other society has 

any interests or r1ghts.n(2) 

This phase ot the controvusy is pertinent to our 

pr~sent study because or the p!i.rt it played in bringing to a 

focus and e5prea~1ng 1n unmistakable terms one of the princi­

ples or our pGlit1cal philosophy: »If there ia any &be, 

tbing which is lfell settled in the policies and purposes or 
)he Am(trican people as a whole, 1t 1a the fixed and. unequiv­

ocal eap.9.rat1on of ohu.reh and state ana that our public 

schoQl system mupported by taxattyn of' all s11kJ. catholic. 

Pr-otestant, Jew, Gentile~ Believer &ad Infidel--shall not 

be usM d1X*ectl1 or indirectly' for religious inst.ruetion 

and that al::u:lve al.l. 1t sb&ll not be made an 1nst.rumental1t:r 

or p.rosel;vt1ng influence 1n ta.vor of any rel.igiou.a organi­

zation~ sect, creed, or bel1ef .. *'(3) 

(1)f4)llman, oarl, t•atstor1ca.l Background of Heligious Day 
Schools, u Relis1ous :5!&lcat.1on, Feb. • 1926, p .. ~-85 

I 
(2)Swadlay and Haynes 1896:41 S.Vi. 1056 Term. ~~oted: Ji!-

11g1oua maucat.1on, Feb. 1926, p. 86 

(3)The supreme court or Iowa in Knowlton ana Sa~over 1918 
182 Icnm 691, 166 N .fi.202 .. 5LRA 841 843 .• tJ.uoted 'DJ Gove, 
Floyd s. uRe11g1otts Education on t>u.blic t";chool Time .. • p.26 
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UJe. 
Whoa then bave" t~ bla.e tor our' ao-calle<l nGod-

leaa scb.oola•'i Not tb.e state nor even the 1nfldel en4 
>~ 

atheist; not the Jew, nor tbe cath011o nor t.h• Proteatant, 

but. nther t,b.e •tire d1eapteelng Slfeli~P are responcU.'ble tor 

the situation into which we nave drifted. The Pl"''bla was 

inherent ln the ve~ na~ure of rel1a1on itself which the 

state has~ recosnlzed as tlloSe personal relatt onsb1pa vrb1eh 

one has w1 tb God. Reeogn1a1on. &f thll taet should deter­

mine a sympathetic attitude 1n solving our present problem. 

IV.. The ·problem Involved in the .separation of ahureh 

and State with Reapect to !Kdu.cst.1on. 

That the separation ot Cb.tu"ch mid stnte in oar land 1s 

a h1ator1oa1. tact 1& a fonard step for which there should 

be .rejolcins • Undo\lbtedlJ, th:oue:h, the J)Mdu.lum ot reform 

has tarried too long 

bt cand is a happier me«1ut~ than has .yet been atrta;in.ed be­

tween .ma entirely t'Ute\tlariH'f, syat• of education and the 

opposi~e, and p$rhaps worse~ ext~GB'u1l .or publiC eev..t.cat1on. 

Just. what doeu separation of ChUrch tu.l.~ 8tate mean? 

It reuw to'¥" ua to determine wh&t 1t r:tgb.tly involves and 

what it dee& not involve. ?b$re is thit dane;er ot conaW't.t­

in& this separation of(ohureb. and state so as i'to render t.he 

state a fo-terer Gf non-rel1g1<naf~Q:.,. atb.eie:m .. •(1) Tb& usee-' . ~ ~ 
,_,,· 

tar1an1em of at.helsmfl is not to be tolerated in the p~bl1o 



schools. 

Ne1thsr ~re we to inter_pret the historical fact or 

separation in such a liSht as to deny a spirit ot coopera­

tion and gooo will each for the oth&r. UThe pr1ne1ple of 

the separation of CbJJ.reh and state nfers properly to I!Utpar­

atLon of control. But separation in control does not pre­

clude cooparat 1M 1n s.et 1011. u ( 1) 

The consequences of a. general education syate.m com­

~letely dlvorc~m religous influences may be studied at 

close band 1n our p«Aal 1nst1 tutlone and court records. In 

fact. there is an ttv1dent lack of regard for spiritual values 

1n eveey department ot our American lite from the aver3g_e cor­

ner grocer7 to the most powerfUl bank, or 1nd.uatr1al orsan1-

zat1on. 
~ 

Many serious mind. a,... alarm$d when thq recall t.he h1stor-

1c ea~~equences of' nations who have failed to build upon spir­

itual ideals. 1'No nation bas endured t~'lt d1d not. make 1ts 

l1fe root 4n some great religious 1daa. n (2) 

For the present studJ it woald hardly be jast1f'1able to 

attempt a eect1onal evalu.at1on of religious needs and moral 

cond1t:1ons of ·our country.. on the 

maries or hom1c1des in southern States and census ot pris­

ons and reto~to:r1ee 1n floathern Sta:tes. In each esse the 

~1) w·e1gle, I.ul~ .• • Internat1on§.l Jm.trnal of Religious &iucation 
November. 19'28, p.l2.. nThe Relation ot Chtlroh and ~tate 
in EleDlentary Edtlcation.n 

~ 

(2) Rabbi Sam Schl.tlman. Beth-El .?.ulp1t ur\el1g1ous Edu.cation 
and the Public Schoolu 1925. 



tor the 

ent1reun1ted States. 

neetioo between the laok or rel 1.g1ous instruction and the in-

flo tests 

not 

a boy convicted or a crime who 

School at the time of' the ion 

( 1) i~:t.i:u.:tam ~ .. s. , ·~Character Bu11d.1ng 1n a De£.~ocraey. 11 

p. 32.. Chassell,. c. U!rurA M .. , Religious 
ti;ducat!on, ~4fareh, 1922, ''!feet of 1ous Ide~ru~!· 
pp. 55-59 

{ 2) l'm.m'l, C .. V., '~The Church and Ct•1me in the u. .. jj l'he 
lr.merican Aca.demf • , 1926. 



J"lorida 
Loulais.na 
ut.sat..se.1pp1 
North Qa't"()llna 
Sou.th carolina 
Tenn•aee 
Virsinia 

,f:ERIOD .. 
19.0 
16.7 
19.4 
8.7 

12.8 
12 .. 9 
10.4 

-~ Dr. D~deriok L. Heffman•s study publ1shet1. 1n ttThe Spectator•, 
an lnt~Hu•anoe jotu:ual, New York. 

statistics of Hom1e1da1 deaths are not yet available for the 
entire United States. 

i\rkan.aae 
Florida 
GeQrg1a 
Lou.is1ana 
fg1~Hl1es1ppi 
No.carolina 
so.carol1ne. 
Tenneaaae 
Texas 
't/1rg1nia 

Total o. s. 

V1rg1n1s 
North carolina 
r<~1ss1ss:lpp1 
Lou1s1sma 
Texas 

,,687 
1,3(ff 
1,836 
4,994 
2 .. 400 
2,263 
1,420 
1,691 
2.642 
4,221 
3,239 

111,498 

fiata ger 100~,000 QOL 
l;ftlO 122, . 

3,571 172.4 148.0 
1,555 83.0 86.0 
1,591 24:5,9 153.7 
5,622 191.4 188 .. 4 
1,940 144.9 105.3 
1,&>8 127.0 101,0 
1,738 64.4 65.1 
1, 111,8 72.3 
1,9 120.9 83.3 
3,892 108.5 19.4 
2,466 157 .. 1 103 .. 4 

106,619 121 .. 2 99.7 
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V. Sw:m~a.ey: 

gener~l trend in the sa~~rat!on or religious 

from secular education has been as follows: 

1. Private aob.oole and home achools-pred:omma.ntly rel1-

. giou.s. 

2.. :~r1va:te schools predominantly religious aided by pub­

lic tax. 

3. Pub11e schools. Euurum .. t1&1ly religioaa, \'lith Protestant 

point of new. 

4. KOlll&n Csthol1o minority rets1n1ng 

schools -- subsidized by public tax. 

5. Ool'Jlplete exelas1on of re11g,.oue. 

6. 

etruction should not be & or ptablie 
. 

t$alpt on t part ot religious with th.e 

eit1 ,"(1) 

It 

• .Necessity 

dif-

on the of the state tor the 

right of the individual to f're;sdom !n cou-

pled with the necessity for centralization 

1927, p. 
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termin&d. that public· education should be non-sectarian and 

non-religious .. 

Having traced the process ot $8~~ra~ion or secular 

rel1g!oos education we face the presant. period of x•eaet1on 

1n w11tch many clur-Bi&iitced and respona1ble men are &eeking 

the tor the pre$ent. distraught ccmd.ition of the worlcl, 

the primary cr"'uee tor wh1ch they assign to our ~"!balanced 

natto:nJll syot.em of education. ~uch a. r&:nedy 1s proposed 

th& W96k Church SvChoola ~h1Cb 86Sk~ to COOperate l'Sther 

than compete with the public school. 





···_ .. 

o IntrOduction. 

the close of the s:ohool controversy d1eetisEu~d in the 

prr.r1ou.s chapter. a settlement t:Hiemed to h8ve been a~-

s1sn:tng secular edu.ostion to the state throltgh the public 

school and leaving t.he task of re11giou~ education to the 

the public school is fulf1111rlS her·part of 

to what ext&nt the church 

s1d& .. 

1 .. 

Instruction.. 

According to the world survey by the Inter-Ch~rch 

tiovem~t, there are 37,256.,140 persons in the United 

1nelud1ng the total population all 

aeeottntt tbe p-arochial sye tem of the hO!lll&"l 

the ~ebillah, the 5abbath and the 

Catholic Church 

are ,529,950 persons under twenty-five 

longing to the Pro-testant groups, not in any 

(1} • p. (1920 N.Y.) 

(;t} lbid.. 'P. 207 

• 



This mean.e that two ou.i# of three children under twenty-five 

years ot age attend no re11g1ou~ school. 

table given on the next snows the distribution 

States tb.ose not attending Protestant Schools. 

Tlue reveals eleven million six hu."ldred geven.ty-n1ne thou.-

t~Ar&e hundred persons io. the Protestant not 

total 

of seventeen 

statee of the South 1~1 1921 eet1mrit&:t tng;t eighty 

the c.h.5~ldren 1n these etates t:m.der fifteen yeEJ~.i•s of 

not enrolled in 

cent of 

were 

enroll-

ea. wl:t.h. the en-

far 

short 

siva with the program or the pu.b11c • 

c 

l~% Jfc/. ,.;. <tu/o I 

I I I ! J 
I I I I I 

I I I I 

~ I I I 

i I I I 

I I 
I I 

I 
I I 

I I I 

I i I I 
I I I 

(1) p .. 29 

(2) Govelt F •• 
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~ta!f& ~JJ-g!n!t· ;e~r g~\·. t<tJ: .~ther 
JIOt11m\ll;[ u:ew fa1 hs. 
Prole. 1 < l~ 

A lab~ 44.0 1.9 ... . :;_, .2 

Oo.l 1.3 .. , 
F'lor1da 52.1 s .. c; .. 7 .1 

Georgia 41.6 .6 .s .1 

Kentu.olq 52.5 7.3 .. 5 .2 

Lou1adana 39.4 33 .. 3 .1 .1 

!t1as1ss1pp1 48.2 1.5 .2 .l 

t~orth C~rol1n.a 43.9 .:; ~" oil:!: 

Oklahoma "16., 2.0 .2 /1 

Bouth Cs.ro l :1-n..a 28.5 .6 ,.} .a 
T-.aeesee 56.2 l.l .6 .1 

Ta:xaa 55.8 10.3 -1 .l 

V1rgln1a 45.-4 1.9 .1 .2 

V1rgb'l1a 62.8 4.2 .4 .1 

Total .. 4,Z • 1$ 



2. Tha Amount of Time Provided tor !~sl1g1ous Instru.c­

t1on .. 

The Protestant children form by tar t,be largest group 

1n the ~outhsm ~-!' and ;yet the;r reoe1ve the lea~t'tt a­

mou.n:t of time for rel1s1ou.s 1nstNet1on.. The fo1lot¥1ng u­
ble allows 'the number of hours of rel1g1oue 1natruct1on re­

ceived dur11lg the year by< the Proteetantj csthol1c, and 

Jewtnh ch11dren.(2) 

24 hours ----- Protestant 

200 hours ----- oat.ho11c 

335 hours ----- Jewish 

The percentage of respons1b111ty for the :rel1g1ctus 1n­

atruct1on or the eh·114ren in the Southam Statu cs.leulated 

from the affiliated and nominally affiliated enroltm~t 1n 

.Jewish, C~ithol1c, m1d Protestant Chu.rch Schools. is n.e fol.:.. 

lows: ( 1) 

Pbotestant ------ 94.5% 
Catholic --~----- 5.4~ 

Jewish --------- .4% 
other fa1tb& ---- : ·~ 

The religious 1nstru~t1on or the r1outhtlm Protf3sta.n.t. 

eb11<1 1s 11;n1ted t.o a brief lla.lf'-h.our ela•s period of the 

·sunday school w1th a few scattered exceptions. The ex­

captions may be 11ated briefly: 

31 

( 1} ~orld survey, Vol .. I z1::nerioan Vol., pp. 204-210 {1920 N.Y.) 

(2) Ibid p. 215. 



(1~ the liome. 

¥~:hils the more of child 0 ~ time 

other blsti tution, are ooly a very few f~:tn111es. in 

time is given for rel:lgio11e instruction. still 

noon is cibservoo by the family 

Gt:tiCl!les, catechism by~ s1ng1ne;. 

1net~eas1ngly z·a:r"e. 

(2.) In Oh.ur,ehEiU3. 

A r~lat1 vely small ntlt'l'!ber of 

ins1~l:'...tct1on besides t .. he 

on 

0 

{ b) are special groups 

after­

Bible stories, 

es are 

m~ting in afternoon or evening. 

(e) 

• 

organization~ 

, etc. offer rel ins true-

tion .. 

{ t} 

maintaining cooperative 



(a) TheY. ~. C. A., Y. • • Girl Reserves., 

Hi Y for boye and girla 1n the •teens and upward all reach 

only a vary,kmall proportion. 

(b) In the public schools 1 Bible reading w1 thout 

comment, required in some states and permitted L~ others,{l) 

can hardly be regarded ae of influential or deter~ining val­

as for instruction 1n religion. 

The possible opportunities listed above for the south­

arn :Prot.aete.nt child to receive :r·e11g_ious instrw.et1on appear 

numerous. In mnay instances the plans are only experiment~!. 

. Thay are aa a libole unrelated and fragmentary and are seldom 

:relia;iot,.t~ ~nstruat.1on for the Protestant child is limited to 

the sunday morning period. neyond.that there is little posi­

tive Vftlue in. organized. ngene1ee to be credited. as .re'l1g1ot.ts 

instruction .. 

3. Kff1c1en~y of Presen.t Fal1g1otte Ins.t.ru.ct1on. 

In the mind of the general public the ef'f1eianey &nd 

revora.ble eompa.r1~on with th!.~t of tha pu.bltc Bebool. The 

Ghu.rehes' educational work been given little consider-

at1on in bu1ld.ing or in S{!Uipment. Its equipment 1s usu.al'C 

ly makeshift. '.tha teaching staf'f is dependant upon tm­

tra1ned volunteers. The Indiana survey ~bows t'hat aunday 

Scho.ol leadership r.llla a poorer average in aea.de:nie s ta.nd1nfs 

{l) see page 7'1 



than ~nat or rural sehools.{l) the survey al•o shows 

that whereas forty-3even cents of every municip&l dollar 

soea to publ1e educat1ont only two ;::ents of every cooreh 

dollar is spent for religious inst~"ct1on.{2) such meager 

support 1s a reliable 1nd1ca.tor of t.he lack of considera­

tion given to religious 1nstru.ct1on by its ~u;;>;1orters 

t.brcn:tghout the atait.es. Only here E~..nd there do we f1nd sun­

day School employing eduea.tiooal prL"'.lc1ples and 1\'ork.1ng . 

to'flard definite object .. !vas. Its curriculum h~:ui been remote 

from mal1ty and. has been l1t.tle. eoneernecl with psyehclog1eal 

to 1mpresR youth and the public that religious 1netru.et1on is 

a serious affair broadly needed in its adaptation to the 

eh&ngt ng problem of our development. 

D.r·. Atheeum enumerates the following reasons for the 

failure of th':" Protestant Chl.lreh a.s a tea~ner~ (3) 

l.,'',rhe ?rotests.nt Sunda.y ~eb.ools are in charge of 

an .army of untrained and unsupervised taaeners and o rticers. 

2. u The Amer-ican Sunday school has not developed an 

adequate body of teaching material. 

3.'' The $Unday School has had a meager equipment 

and an inadequate ftn&ncial s.up;)ort. 

(1) 

( 
(2) 

( }) 

Athearn, ·~alter S.,, The Ind1a.tf3. au.rve7 of r=te11g1ous 
E.1Uoat1on, Vol. I, p .. 386 

Ibid .. , p. 207 

A:thearnt 't~alter S., uOllara.cter Building in Democra.ey'1 

p. 40 
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.tlC£4t ion in the homfl. 

5 .. ''There has been little edu.ee.tiona.l st.atetnitanett.ip 

ahown 1n the o~anization of Protestsnt religious education 

6 .. ,lChureb colles;ea and seminariaa h~ve not provided 

a satisfactory leadership for tb:e educational agencies of the 
-J 

church.. 

C. SW'!llllarft Present ~eans of R.sl1g1ousin:st;:ue:tlon Inadeq~.u~.te .. 

lifter :lnveAtie;at1n$ every section of the United States 

and every '\"p" or community, ·nr.. Cope reaches two eonelu.a1onst 

1. 'hrhat the prea$tlt aystEm:s of religious instruc~ 

tion 1n Protestant churches reach in any eftective manner wnat-

soevt'lr not mora than one-fourth or their eb1ld:ren. ** 

2. 11 Th&t the pree$'nt s)etus of relig1otts instruc­

tion 1n Frotast~~t ehu~ehee afford a eont1nuoua and effective 

s,ys.tem of ral1g!ou.s education t,o much lee<!. than one-tenth of 

their children .. 11 

nanty one-fourth of' ou.r children get as mu.ch 8.s thirty­

five ' or less than th1r'tY minutes each a:t'..nually, of 

religious in~tru.ct1on .. '' (l) 

On aecou..nt or the 11;n1tatton of time, a detaehed thirty 

minutes on the day of rest~ on account of the ta1lut:e 1n 

a majority of 1netanees to make use of proe;:r-esaive methods of 

(1} Cope, ;tenry 1i'redar1ek, '~'fhfl Week l!a.y Church 5nb.oo1H, p.,16 
Doran, 1921 .. 



can not call the. Sunday ~$emol a failure simply be­

es:use it hri.S failed to accomplish a task too large for ite 

re$otn•ces in time and ao111ty. It bas damonatt'ated beyond 

a doubt that the task 1a too a;reat tor intermittent effort 

and has impl,.et:Hu;d the public V>'1 th. the nesd of a mach larger 

~nan h1B-&ory 1n material affaire 1e that which the th is 

writing 1n its marvelous achievements at the present t1ze .. u(l) 

Gt>&i.ter f1nane1al power of banltin...~, of railroads, of hydro­

elsetri.e interests is being concentrated upon southern devel­

opm~nt than wtut ever concentrated 1~ olds:..'t d~ya upon the de-

velopment of the West. 

orama of' human aoh1evement 1n rna ter1al things that t h& world 

l':ta.s ~ver seen .. tt (2) 

have heard much 1n d.ayeJ gone b7 of the religi.ous at­

mo3phere of the south. To g1ve emphasis now to her mater1~1 

power is, 1nd.eett. a new note. What s1gn1g'1eanee 1~ tlt11 'for 

public education in tbe sontbland? 

( 1) Blue Boo~ of Southern J~rogress, p. 17, Ba.ltl~ora, •21. 

{2) Ibid,. p .. 19 .. 
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I 

we might ask o~r8elves to what degree does the present 

uncorrelated system of pu.bl1e edu.cat1on prepare this gener­

ation to meet sa.tiafactorlly the unpreeeder:rted respons1b11-

1ty wSilCb 1-a their 1nher1tance 1n the New south. To assure 

ourselves th&t thl~ 1s & re:.'\1 problem we nave onl.Y to al.anee 

of the econ-

om1o progress of these states from 1900 to, tb.e last availa­

ble stat1at1cs in 1926. 



COUNTRY'S 

1900 

South, 
U. .. Tot.m.l 

uanuf'e.oturing ~ 

South :Products 
value 134 ,ooo,ooo 

tJ .. ~.. '?roduots 
Value 11,406,926,701 

~~Ot'ttb 
u • 

South 
u.s. 

Public school 
fi!x.pend1 tu.re: 

sou.th 

1926 

ao,ooo.ooo.ooo 
4oo,ooo.ooo,ooo 

l.o57,567,74S 

62,705,714,000 

i ,612,490 ,.305 



It 1s obviously tru~J tha-t with all th• perqu1s1tee 

of the r&cent. prosl'etJs 1n the South* tlla 1.1a-na.ce of which 

thoughtful men and W0!%1&n in eveey responsibility ot life 

are warning is the unbalanced situation -- and possible 

tendency to becomtt more ao . -- of. the material e-nd spir­

itual values in al~ost ev1Ji!!1 relatio.."') effecting 'the wel­

fare of humanity. 

The ai tu~tlon in t.h(:! nation at large is 11at forth 1n 
' 

reeent eolfmentlii made bJ· two leaders of American. thought. 

United States Attorney (lbt:rtrles H. Tuttle, &peaking before 

the Ql'mttal holiday luncheon of the Columbia. University Club 

declared'*the solution of' 'the pressing pNble:a of cr1m,e de­

pends finally upon a spiritual rather than a material inter­

pretation of l1te on the pa:r-t or tba. majority of tne com­

sun1t7 .. t' (l) 

A few d~ys later !n. a~entt ~ on the Jle~ly form•d de­

partment ot reltg1cus edu.eation in New !Cork University, the 

Dea.n of the School of F;dU:oa.t.ion said, believe that ays­

tema.t.1c edu.ca:S.1on 1n r$l1(Sicm is an \U"sent tieed. of our coun­

try at this tim-&. our unpara.llel a.d.vmoe in $C1er~ee and in­

dustry ood in material growth, we tb1nk, must be matched by 

advance in th$ mo:t-8.1 an.tl aplrtt.ual e~racter ot the people .. (2) 

The 1mportMce of f1nM.ng a fit method of building 

(1) New York ~:tmes. l:Jee. ';!.7 • 1928. 

( 2) York T1m9s, Dee. 30, 1928. 
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charact.or to enable the r.ieJ.n.s generation t.o cope v<1th the 

task wtd.cb conf'ronts tbsm 1n the so~th on enor-

proportions consider stride& 

eh nave bean in material po'Wer, realize 

advances nave been along chan?.eter buil~1ng in p..lb-

11c education. 

pro-

g:r<am • ~ccusation ·is stmplf that. th0 ~:u~cular 

edu.eation atll_pped of all religious instruetion.ta unable 

fu.rnish the dynamic neceea~r.ry for functioning · of 

.character 11ulld.ing prosnme in our changing social cond1t1on9. 

r:'esalut1ons of TI!d.Ucat1ona.l Asaoeia.tiozl 1n the 

last ten on a..~d ethical are in~:Ueations 

or the r! • 

h been given by pu.blic school 

a.a.tllor1t1as to week day religious 1nstr..tct1on 1n ·tbe etstes 

oons1der!i&1oo is s. product of th1e. new attitude toward 

character education.. the present. sitWl.tion makes new 

wGu~~ on public edueation 1s obvious. 

:a.. Objectives of ?ublto Fduc..1\tion .. 

It 1s reoogn1!ied de-plored tb'ii.t certain elemente in 

educational aims ~ nott being ~et snd under prEu1i&"1~ pro-

gram ~annot be a.ccompl1sht&d.. 't\ilpatrick expres~ee the goal 

in ed.uct<\tion for a cbans1ng o1v111z~t1on as ours: to pro-

duce type or person is able d to think 

decide f'or himself; think freely without 
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jud!ce, decide unselfishly, preferr1r~ tne social sood to 

any merely priv~tte good or gsln. '·' ( 1) It is not too tm.teh to 

the general 

ability of our citizenship to understand both sides of' 1m­

portttnt questions. There must be f1ra;t the d.'-SQOB1\.1Q~l to 

undere~tand both s.idea and to a.djust them in t ha light .of' th& 

common good. can depend only on t 

Christ to foster that disposition to adjust ourselves unsel­

fishly 1n the 118ht of' the common good. But the. etimuJ.us tor 

attaining such a necessary objectlve.ia not a part of our pres.;. 

~~'h.il:~. national system. o.f education. 

Dewey!<:& theory ofooucation is an 1llu.stration of a.n edu­

e:at1onal system that alms at the enr1cr.unent of experie~oe by 

ths cultivation Qf social insight. Eduea.t1orl, according .to 

Dt~•ey is a 1'-procese of 1n1t1trt:tlng nhe ehild 1nto spiritual 

m.-abersh1p in soc1ety .. u (2) It becomes a means of conser­

ving the exper1enee of the past as well as a.n agency for pro­

gress. ~u.cational surveyor3 express the ~1ag1v1ng that eda­
ea.tion is not alw~ys 5uf'f1ciantly concerned to protect ap­

};)roved valuetl o'f the pa.st.(3) 

u~tan's '~nheritanee 1.s physical, inttalleetu.al, aesthetic, 
• 

moral, social, religious, and. vacationa.l. (4) 11 The complete 

life of man 1s seven-fold: not seven wholes, nor seven parts, 

(1) K11patr1ek, W~ ·f-t., 
z:atlon .. 11 p. 132 

''Ed.ueat ion for a Changing C1vil1-

(2) Bode, Boyd H., *'"Modem Education Thaorleat~ J p., :50 
~tae~!11la.n, 1927. 

(3) Ibid, p. 33 

(4) Horne, H.H., ''The. Philosophy of' ~ducationn, f\evlsed 
Edition, p. '12, rliacm1llan, 1927. 



not 

It 

11 'fe, not too rigid, not too schematic 

&llSU.lar • but sy&tMD&t1zed• blended 

It 1s 

oceur~d ~rom a pPO$ra~ whose aim 1~ 

educa'tion :ro:rr every child. 

ru:..rmon1ous type of' 

1nfl~xib1Et, not 

lt {1) 

the 

vocation-

p:rov1de a com-

is com ... 

co-<~plete ltving is eensing 

as Education 1& the 

life God in 

Ship.,JJ (2) 

to God, 111 tbe ttlcent which unifies~. 

nif'icmee to the six others. Here 

(1) Home. .. , ~uc&tion, Feb. 19~?8. 
ss the Go~~l ot ~tuoa.tionu, pp. 3'8• 339. 

(2) Ib1dt p. 342. 

11 to -the sub­

is the 

gi:ve0 

school 

wor-



the for 1928 

twen~y-f1ve prom1noot leaders in public 

fJtate•ent of th~ genera-l objeet:!:v(es of all 

an app!*ecifttion 

:;. To promot~ 

an appreciation of' orga.n1~ed society. 

4. promQte the development or ~ 

of the force of l~w and of love is operating universal-

ly. 

The individual self, n~ture, society 

these tou.r, in ps.rt1et.J.lar the adjustments '>t.rhioh. tb..e 1nd1-

vid~::utl self ~.tst qr>nifltute toe objective of edu.ea-

t1on. tt (1) 

tbe discussion of the fourth objective ~~e 

sion makes the following etat.8!}'1;ent: craves more than 

a ln1owled!;e of hhntu:•lf, of' na.ttt:t"e, and or ~ociety. 

own 1m1;'H!~,l"'feet.1 one. he feels that s o:11ewhere 

tion. The sreat universe calls to his sp1r1t, 

his 

unless he 

the vo1ce 

( l} 51xt.h Yaar-aook of the Dept. of Su.per1ntend.ents t 
p. 51 .. ! , 1928. 



of God .. --

to find its place of labor of 

partial view auff'1ces. Only thee view of the \'thole, the 

?-feltane.lLl-mw:mJf ~ will make 1t possible to interpret the !!Qean-

plac$' life assumes poise. dignity, grandetU".. Otherwise 1ts 

str1vL"18. its straggles,. 1te ~ch1evements, saa:n trivial and 

school than to help its pupils to find the1r· n(l) 

It is not surprising b'J.t treaandously sign.1f1oant tb.!:tt 

of the ~~ a.ti onal Educational J!.fl.(~ociation 

la:t.i onehip to God is ona of the basis obJact1vea of all 

e'lu.cation.. J/titb the raeog.nit1on of eueh obJectives in gen­

eral ootwat1on as Vie find prominently expressH:Jd to~"lay there 

is small vondar tMt public school ~"IJ.eat_bors a:tr:.1 turning 

mt:.n~e s..t'tent1on to the pllt.ce of r6\)..g1on iu s('Jr,J.catt1on. 

ly these new objectives in public echool edu.eation cat1. not 

'be aceo:npl1shed without. giving religion a fa"vora.ble place in 

the etu:<rieulum of publ1f; e<\.u..c.6.~"o"r\. · 

c. The Cor~plete Character of Educatton. 

( 1} sixth Year-I:iook of th& Department of supex'int~ertldent& of 
the .. .. , 1928, p .. 54. 



45 

~1ont:1.l system of edttcaM.otl". (!) public school as 

only exclusive educational v?nich represen,..,s the eol-

w111 ot the peeple is endeavoring to determine the 

other. 

must team 

method or education 

~rmon:ious working t()gether 

, 

to 1self 

of 

all the 

&re slowly but su.rely learning to do. To attain thia eom-

the it is 

pa.ct. upon the child. which educates 111~.. It is the 

t1on ot this tact that emphasizes necessity of 

·the vs.rioua ag$llc1es of the coau.ni ty their ~1-

terprisa in terms of the whole education or the child. 0 The 

psychologist finds no ao rel1$1oue section in human nature,-

cliff of tbe 

( ) J\.theam. ¥'~alter Soott.,. nr\ National Sy~te1n of ~uucat1on" 
!'f. Y., 1920. 
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, the monitorial 

.. 

the best results are to ba 

1f' 

attitudes as w ell as the 15\Cqu.!rins of usefUl information 

the cultivation of skill, then clearly the development of God-

an iner.eaeing ah111~y to 

not proper·ly ba lett out of an educational 

nation .. "(3) 

D. Impl1eatton of the 

Education 

· for life.. It is 11fa itself. Never has this interpretation 

(2) 

(4} 
li .. Y .. 
!.u •• 
$ 1926. 

truth 

story of 



The complete 6m1saion of religion from a eehool prosr~m 

wh1ch 1nelud.es every other sound human interest in life 

presents •ll strong arg\hient to the mind of youth the 

gsn,eral public tnet relis1on alone of mankind '• 1nher1ii­

&nee is .non-con$equ.en.t1l\l. u)$llhers r0ligion ie •~de a 

more d.epart!llent of the child's lite • a mere ,adf!ttto.n as 

it is in the Sunday morning period of the sunday s:chool, 

it is only nf~tural to ,expect it to drop away as ~H.ton as 

the eh1ld pa~~es out f'ro.m under the immediate infllU!)nce 

of his .r"eligiOUJJ gtta.rdians.. If based on the eolid rock 

of the child~s experience sained in llf& and through h1a 

stud1!;1&, it will ha.ve to bec.ome !tn organic part of lif'e 

ements of the child'~ ~'!ulture so long as life itself r·e-

l)I.:.o i>u..~ ~·~-'("-~ .. 

Realizing that th~ religious education already de­

veloped in t~e south 1e inadequate to meet the problems in 

our ch&ngins social cond1t1onst and being convinced ot the 

fact th~t the religious element mu.et be integral in the 

ahild.'s school life but knowing t.bat the atate cannot fur­

nislt this element, it becomes the du.~y ot society to pro­

vide acbool1ng 1n which the teaching of rel1g1on has a dig· 

ni tied place SO''Il ewhat commensurate with its tl"u.e importance 

in life. To 'find a estiefa.ctory way of aceolapl1sh1n3 t.ro.o 



\ 

without 1nf'r1ngtng on the principle of separatton of' emroh 

stat~ iB our ~intns problem. 



\• 

Olh\.PT1iiR IV. 
' 

TO 
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r>a.y CbJ.~eh school Deser-1bed .. 

C~reh School D9f1ned. 

The propoeed ·~eek Day Cru:rch r~ choo 1 

national. ccv.mc1l of Re1151ous 'f~dacat1oo 

or Inter-

tl1e 

CJ:mrch Sch.ool as •ttho~e 'formal t~es.e the ehttrch .e ehool 

oh. ara held on either during or of 

lie houra, continll1!l.S a.p~"',roximately the 

pub11e school year. Id.eall;r, the z:e.eh.ool 

should provide tr~1n1ng at hours children are ~-~~~~·~ 

from pttbl1c tttehool on. the r.equ.est of' the .. *• ( 1) 

schools are aupnortea entirely .. %Ve are not 

concamed, then, with the Daily .vacation school, the 

par-ochial school, or Bible at\ld.y for 1t school 

for reasons wna~dh were stated 1n 1eha.pter one .. 

B. 

movement under conslderation is both old new .. 

~~any throug.b centur1 4SIB hl\ve some 

re11g1QUs trt~tinin.g on tbe we~k day... idea L"'l trmt re-

spect is a.n untri'oo novelty. present of 

1nten~st. in day r el1g1ou~ education tns return 

to the practice of an 1er ~1 (2) 

{l) t- p. 15. 

I r, ,. "'~' nf': t ' \ d. n~y ,. ..,u,rren 
.. 



the D&y Cbttreh ~chool as an 1ns~1'tcu.tion 1a. new 

from the standpoint organ1zatton, oont.t.mt, 

movem9nt beginning a little mora 8 

in Indians, &"ld., because 1ts origin, it 

is referi"ed to a~ religious educat:t.Qn " 

the publ1e school." Undoubtedly, are iustances 

wrliP-:I:''f§l enllools have rel pup1lB ror ous 1natruct1on 

bet'ore the ayst.e:~ wr1s establ1sbed. ...,...,..,. .... ., . .,.,., tlle 

mov~ent the use of releas time in systematic all-the-

plan of 1a;:tou.s edtlcat1on at 

1914 .. 

experiment it~ in the u . .>'l1<:tt:ts public 

school V£h1eh was tootitu.tea in mae the par-

tie;llar needs of commun.it7• carrying oat the theories 

of" D1•.. \<t1rt, who believed it is whole co:n-

m.U;ait;y in ita upoo child which ed\leatss him.. In 

1913, ~1rt agr&ad to rel~se pupils to the 

churches 1natruet1on rel1e1~~s 

u.e.&,t1o-t1 'W~r~ in fall of' 1914. Pupils ~ere exeu.s«t 

on the wr1 tten :r-etlu&st fro~ the'!:1r from any free 

r1od3 to the chureh schools.. At uhools 

were organized denom1nat1onal lines but five 

~ L"l 1918, five denominations united form 

a community aek Chur· ch Schools. ~ince itfi 1n-

' 
has spread proportions. of one 

or are I'epreeented 1n eve:ry 6outhern • 



f'1fte~ .,._.._ .. "'""'" 

fifty 

follovd.ng 

in 1921 

-~~~-., of r1 'fty 

reported, 

'PtlPilfi ,. ( 3) 

( 1) , L. tt;suney 
'f1,~11gioos E;'lUOl\t1oo 1 

(2)Gove, F .B., 

• 

51 

total 

" 1922, p. 
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1'1:11 

survej&. 1918, 1921• 1923, 1925, ve, ~'lo;rd 
~ueation on Pt1bl1e E>ohool T1:ne, p .. 20 .. 

Surv$ys: 1922; 1928, Shaver. E.!.a, *1:PrasSJ."lt DQY Trends in 
Religious Education. •i p. 105. 
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that it 

by the rtegleet 

felt 

le~t.ad. :ttg tea.chittS runet1C4"t; ~d th$ pu.b11 o school thro1.1gh 

the 1nc:reas1ng complex social cond1t1on.s ee'!l forced to 

I"ilillh1.quieh 1 t.s share of respcms1b111 ty t::t~ W;'lS in cn.a.p-

tar two.. The d.evelopm~nt of ~· e1v111~'1.tior-• o:t m&te:r1a.l1sm. 

f!.U''t.ber 1:npreazed u.pott us the ne:eas~1ty of =:ruZ~.lt1ng spe­

cial p:rov1s1on to l"einst&ts the t$a.Ch.1ng of :teU.e;1on.. The 

roused. to s:a acceptance of ite reapons1b111t1 to pass on the 

sp1r1tus.l her1tsg& due the t>ising genel.""Sttc.Hl. 

It hae bEHJoma axiomatic the.t only tbosa '::'!b,jectives 1n 

tra"'OUgh currie\tlu:na and 1nsrt.ruet1on are sueoess.fu.lly attained .. 

He:r·e are given th/3 immediate pt.U:'posee s)·nthesi.~ed froiil a group 

of statements eoocern1ng 'fi'eek D&yCburch scho,.,l objee~tves.(l) 

(:A} Immed.1ate Purposes Pro posG(l .. 

tl) Bet-~s. G.H. • eulum of Ral~.gio~1n [l;~ueation", 
Chapters XII!, XIV. XV. 
Cor~~~"'-~ w~"-k,b<ty ~h'-'-rc.h, fr· ;:.u;,c~...,_<Lq 
~ 0 b <: 1 \==.~.1 1\c\,'\!Oto-.S t~L'-<:.<i.1<D'>-\ 6;-?..._\., t:c:. 0~\to~r\-~ 

\ m~, F· a .3 



mand for dynamic religion. 

2. To give ra11:tl on itB rightful place 1n the whole 

echem$ ot a eh1ld•s development and education. 

religious ill.for~:~at1on and for deviilopingz.re11giol.1~ habits ap.d 

sld,lls. 

4. To provid$ possibility of rel1goat:. 1net.:n~etion 

tor all child.ren enrolled 1n. public school. 

5 .. M'atnten,m.nee or higher acade:n1c stan,'la.rds. 

6. To give new importance to rsl1gous instruction 

in the m1nds of pup~ls and. parents in the co~"ntm1t.y as a 

whole. 

7. ."': ~:Hr nat,l";'>ruil life the basic Bib- . 

1.1.oa1 :s,u h~.G<ll lyln~ Christianity and c~on-

ly accepted by all denominations as the foundation of Christ­

ian C~ir~cter t~d good c1t1zenBh1p. 

a .. 'ro remove all 8emblanc.e of a$eta:t"1e.n l"@l1g1ou.s 

1na·t:ruet1on from public school .. 

9. To enabl~ catholics to t&ke children for rel1-

sious instruction without burden of doubl~ t-:timt1on for 

secular adu.Gat1on .. 

10. To anabl~ Jews to conduct 

mor'e favorable oovironi:lent. 

{b ) Ultimate {)bjeet .. 1V6UH 

The very nature of religion does not permit one to ex­

pect the 'i1eek Day Church Sohool to provide t.h.e complete re-
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11g1ous eauc~t.:too $Xper1enee. It is r&t.her expected. ••to as­

sume responsibility for certe.1n aspects of it. AB ;ret there 

is no qreement as to what t'art of the total responsibility 

!i&y be delegated to the week Day. Oh~rcb School .. tt (1) Char­

acter edttea.t1on 1s already a recognized· duty of the public 

school. ABsum1ng, therefore. that character education "111 

be given due place by the ~bl1c school, the 

School ehould consider its pecu.liar function to be t.ha more 

complete prov1s1.on for• moral and l"eligious instruction. 

education 1a to motivate c~~duct in te~~s of a religious 1-

deal of' 11feu. (2) 

2 .. From the viewpoint of' the evens;el1c9.l 4enoml­

nation the more axpl1oitly expressed aim or the rellgious 

instruction undol"'taken by the eek Dey CJ:nlro:tl school 1& "co'll­

.Plete Christian 11v1ns whieb includes belief in God as re­

vealed in Jesus Obr1st and vital fellowship with him. p&r­

mo.n,a.l aceeptanee of Christ. a..s Sa.v!or and tria of life and 

membership i.n a Christian Ch:J.reh: t/nf/n:ristian motive in the 

making of all life choices, !~nd whola-l':u;mrte.U p&z>t1c1pat1on 

in and eonatruct1ve eontr1wt1otl to tne progre-ssive realiza­

tion of a social order controlled by Christian prL~oiples.~(J) 

{1) International Standard for Weak Day Church Scb.ool,. p. 16. 
lntsrna.tio·n.al council ot Ii.ellgious "u.catlon. 

(2) A-thearn, Walter• Scott~ 'li!ntional system of E:du.eation•i. 
P• 30. 

(3) Young" T .. Basil, ~~The week Day Cbl.lrch ~~chool in York 
state, p. 4. 



There a.re great var1et1eG of O:t""gc.n12.at1on amon.s. tne week 

day schools for religious 1nst:r"Uct1orl in the southern states. 

It. seems that no school 1es. operating on a plan ax<l.~tly like 

tb~t of otner ~ohool. Certain funda.:rftental s1~niliar1t.1as, 

nn~~~'I:Ntl>Y'. ill;'$ notGd if\!l:U~n SU.p@rficial dif f-&f'St'H:~as .;;~re d.iSr\9-

e;arded whiob- make t.he groflping of. th~ schools into fairly 

l'u:tll-defined typ$s as to their organ12:at..1 on con-trol a sim-

ple m.att.er.. Tbe three recognized type~ of w&elt d~-ay ehur{"b. 

scooole th typ1cal examples of each t;rpe ~;tll 'be 1n:vest1-

ga.ted bere. 

.. Individual Church Type of t~Jeek DaJ Churoh School • 

This type is t>dpre5ented 6raph1cally at the conclusion 

of thig eeetion. The Individual ChUrch Type of week. Day 

Cb~on·'eh School places the resvona1bility of carrytna; t.hw..tgh 

i.te ednutionsl program on the individual church and does 

not seek cooperation with other ehttreb$S., It. 1a denom1na.­

t1onal in o:rganizat.1on, in course of ~tudy IJ a.."'l.d 1n su.perv1-

ston.. The 1nd1 vidual church raises the n'i'H.H.lsa,e.ry funds to 

ea:t"'t~y on tbs work and !n some eases receives aid from its 

danomirtationsl boarde. The entire organizatiotl 1e inde­

pendent. ot the other cdturea tiebc:~ulu 1n t.r!ii c~:Jmrnuntt.y.. ·tn~ 

p!'.tp:1l r~a bPn graRt.11:1d th* dismiasa.l p:r·1v1l~;..~e~ e;o1!fB t.o 

t..he '.d."Jn"'cb aeoool o.e~igno.ted by t.net rmJt•tmt or 1an. Al-

t.bea@h ~hase &chools a.re not. off1o1&ll)' ore;an1Z$d 1nto t.be 

cooperative unit, ther& may b& found a basi$ or eoopera~1on 
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in almost every instance. 

Since, 1-.u.lwever. this type 1s d1stinotly tiii. danoa1nat1o~s.l 

avs,1la:ble. It 1a ev1demt that this type nas lo~t 1n 

t.hrit tber~ been a tendency to .arow fro!l! the 1n ... 

d1v1dual denom1n.at1ont:tl nohool into one of other type or-

I N) I h i s f e ~; cl.) Jl s Soc I d J-, o '7 I 
/ ,--...;:::_ 

/ ' 
/ '......._ 



D. The Denomlnattonal Oomtm.mity lf7pe of eak Day 

Church a~hool. 

The Denoll1nat1onal Gouun1ty Type of the Coopetrative 

Obureh Type, as it ls often oa.lled, llff'ers frol.!l the indi­

vidual church type in that a number of denominations 1n a 

commt..m1ty cooperate tmder an advisory board. of some -sort. 

The individual denomination. provides the course of study, 

58 

1ts teaobe~s, and the 1nter~al administration of the school, 

while the standardization or plans and the general promotion 

of the week day churcll school in tha eommun.i ty are under the 

direction or an advisory board of rellsious education. ~aeh 

cooperating ehUl"Ch is represented 1n the t:.dv!soey Board. 

There 1s an opportunity here for a defin1 t e progrsm ot co­

operation.. ThiJ d-esret!l to which th1e opport~'lity is utilized 

ViU''1es according to local cor1d1tlons. HeidsvUle, North car­

oline&. and Charlesto•n, south Carolina, report uniformity ot 

tes.ebere qualif1oati.ons. supervision and lesson requirements, 

all or which have been st.andard1~ed by the council. These 

matter!L, ho?Jeve.r. are more e;snerally left to too decision ot 

the 1nd1v1dtu+.l churches in this type of organization.. The 

denoif!inat1ona.l cooperation &llowa for ~ome of the ad:vantages 

inherent 1n both of the other types of' organization and ht) 

therefore, 'bs exp.6cted t~o prove most ?O~?ula:r· 1rl com-mWl1t1es 

•hers the );,~ole week-d~7 movem~nt 1a new. 1u1 d.aly~is of the 

schools rer)ortea reveals only eight sehO.ole of tih1s type: 

CletU"Ws.ter~ Florida; Re1d!tv11le, .North Carolina; Mer1d1a.n, 
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:razew:ell, V1rg1n1a; Elm Grove and ~heeling. ~eat V1rg1n1a. 

low 1a a simple ~ph of the Denominattvonal commua1t7 Type of 

organization. 

Q-,-S d_~ i 2 Q +' o YJ of f he J) e YJ o m; )(a. t~ o yt q \ 

Corn m u_rr~ !y ly f e 6{ )Jt/e e/r;}Jc1y f!h~r-e-A &Aoo). 

c /-1 

I 
I 

fu,YfdJ 
I 

I 
I 

I W k-J>t~ ~ S'cL {' --

c H 
I r 

E r1 s 

cb dw 
1 1 

[ Wk-JJ[~It.Se{ I \r-~-'k--JJr+~C-h-S:-e..f;-,.1 
', / 

' / ', / 
- -- -'-:,/ ----

o~5.niz~t.ton. of 'the ·Interdenominational Type of 

cmreh &eho-..?1 1s sre.pb1ee.lly repre8ented on In 

.a.n 1norea~1ng number of local!t1e~ in the ~~outh0l"n an 

is the usual thing 



Birmillgbalf! $)"Stem. In !lome eaeea, Obattanooga tor ~tance, 

the sebera ot this council are l5elected w1 t.oout reference \o 

their clmreh a.tf111at.1on. !he latter is .nore ~tr-iet­

ly a community enterpr1a$ ana m1sht be d&B1gnate! as a f~th 

type$ namely. the ,P\l!'e eoBunity school. '!'he end results, 

ever, are the same~ 1n that 1t otters one. tmit.ed eoope~'tint; 

sjratall for a ~1t7 • reg~ees or how the bos.rd was orig­

inally created. This govern1na b('.)f!.rd selects tna t.et5Ulllu;rs, de .... 

tenninee the eotwae or study and 1s responsible for 

funds and tao111tat1ng 1n csa~eral the eoopet-ation between 

public schools thfl elas6&s ir1 week 'ia.y 1g1.ous instruc-

tion. such a olos.ely f$der1J.ited board encour~ee a larse de­

gree of cooperation betwHn the J?elts1ous and secular 1nstnac-

1n a commu.nit.;r. J&~requently the u.'Se of both public school 

property public school t1;1le is granted to this tJp& of o:t'-

ganlutlon and in at least two 1ns~fQtCSES in the sc:uthern states 

public school cr:edtt tn the el~ent.ttry sr~des ie also granted. 

This type usually de~~nde a tQll tim~ Director or 1g1ous 

Edu.ootion, who 1s the chiet exeeuttve and eupet"V1eor of the 

schools. The 1ntardenom1nat1onal eyetem dlf fers moat rad1oal-

1J from the lndi'Yi&ial and the llenom1nat1on3l Community organ-

1zat1tln while the two last na•ed types dtffer only slightly. 

'!'be ch.!lrt of schools report1ng,. pa,se 71 e r&veals more echoola 

~ork1ng und•r th1e trpe of organ1zat1on than under types I and 

CO!I!b1ned. It & ther~fure~ tMt t.he Interdenonl1n&t1on-

al ecbool is the most. adaptable in 'the major! ty of commw:i1t1&s 

where week da.J :r&l1g1ou~ 1rultruet1on is 1n operation in the 

relative value of tbe~e 



' . 

H C.. H 
---

/ - .............. / --- ...... / - -I Bc:L. of --J?.::L. £c/ i 

III. An Anlt1J51il of a MJJt'esentat1ve Group of week Day 

Church 5chcols in the southern states. 

tag e. 

61 



each denomination to teach 1ts nb.1ldren 1ts own d.octr1nes. 

Tbe children are in. cont.1J.'W.Ou~ contt'l.et with theb" own cbi.U'*ch 

therefore, the church may carr,- on. .e. unified 

closely correlating the wo~ of the ~ . .tru.!py- th3 

other educational ~encies with that of the week day classes. 

?rotaetantiamt*. sueb. a resultt is totally at vaz··ta.ne$ .. ~ith 

the desire ot the pres.ent rel1&1ous ecb.toation rertaal. The 

rel1g1QU.e education ot th~ child. is separated. hia gener-

al. school life ln stteh e way that it 1s unable to. doi!t:tna.te 

his ~ally l1~e experieneea. The advant~ea ot a real ~ca­

tional syateta are lacking. The pu.pila are oft.en r~u:lred 

~&lk long distances, perhaps crossing dangerous streets 

on way other scnool~a- t?:> which they wot£ld go u..'1der 

a community &Jst.•. d1$!"'dvantage al:ong with tbe wmec-

eae&J7 of t1h is reported as a considerable :tmnd1eap by 

the Jn..iividu.al Ch\treh sonool of 'tni~ fj~t~t!lJ.. tt~rapbl~l 

b~d1oap 1s a ~1 con•1de~\1on 1n ~ps~aely ~e~~lud co~1-

t1e.s so prev~lent in the S®.th. In faotp except. tor th.e e>.""t&tir -

ston ot the sunday School t1me, there appear be f~ advan-

tage:!~ in the separate week day class conducted u..rtdsr t~ Ind1-

v1d~al C~rch Type ot or-ganization. 



Me' those advantar;euJ inherent 1n t.he I;nd1v1d~l Chu.~h School, 

-- freedom of teaching. and a tmlr1Gd cht.1rch program. In add1· 

t.1on, tthere ts t.hG Gpl'Jortun1ty for a tu.ll and fr1enaly coope!f-

at1on of denominations" h1ch 1s one of great-est needs to-

for tbe advancement of efficient religious instruction. 

D1sad:va:ntagee -- This type t$ld to the 1oeQl 

church only thereby l~~it the spirit of loyalty to th~ en-

t1r·e oommtmlt.y. It does not usually reach effectually those 

children m2tt already 1n tou.ob w1th the cbu.rch. Theil's schools 

have not generally given evidmce of the n1sbest. aduoatiotml 

atanda1~s. much dependence been pl~ce~ ~trained 

School teachers. waetef\lln-ea~l of d:l:vided effort 

tendency to narrow seata.r>1an1sm loo:ll entirelJ too large to 

allow us to settle eonolua1vely on this type ay church 

school as Or'f51!Ul1Za:&1on which 1e best suited to bring aboot 

sou them .. 

Type III. AdV~~tages -~ Numerically. 

national Typ$ of weak-day school is 1n the 

!nterdenom1-

1n 'the southern 

states. are some or st~ons pointe whi~h nave been 

racoe;nis~ in the aystem:a where this t.ype bas been L"l opsra­

tion? The united response 1n t effort more completely to 

integrate rel1fJmAe 1nstru.ct1on in the child's experience un-

doubt,edly makes a strong sensible to the: pU:bl1o 

school board ~nd the co~~munity et large. In order to secure 

the best justmantt with t.he P\lbl1c echoGl 1t seems important 

that there be a thoroagb basis of cooperation ~he 

cht:n:'eh9f.l. It 1s eviden-t from the reports ~at.bered th&'i.t. tb:ls 



cooperation 1s pravalen~. !n eon~rast to the wAstefulness 

o:f d1v1ded effort in the t,ypes previously described, there 
I 

1s bere evid&nced a saving in ef'fort and a large ftnancial 

saving. The lat.t&J> tact was demonstrated by Gary when the 

ehan6s wa.s made from s. denomina:t.ional ejstem to the 1nter­

d:mlominat1onsl type. The yearly cast per pupil was reduced 

from twelve dollars and fifteen eents under the denomination-

al type to three dollars and twenty-five cants under the pres­

ent interdenom1nat1onal system.. The Birmingham ~eek Day 

Chureh so11ool , a school of this type., reports two dolla.rs 

and t h1rty-f1ve:- cent,s as the average cost por J)! .. tpil to~ the 

thirty-two pe:riOCt a of instruction last year.. ~~h11.e the oost 

is reduced. efficiency &f 1nstl".lct1on is increased and higher 

standards az·e lD.~i:n.tained.. Undez· united mf.~.nagament all or tha 

classes receive tra~ned Buperv1s1on. In no school of thla 

type were the recrl.lir~tsi,~o~,t5acherll in the schools ot 

week da;y x•el1giou.s 1nst.Net1on lower than those for the cor­

reapond1ng grade work 1n the public school. The teaching in 

such an organ1zat1on takes on proportion 6uff1c1ently tletr1oua 

to d&mand whole-souled. v;nol~-11:f9 service of< the t'&actu~r •. 

Bar· task then is not merely ber avocation but 
·,.,.,_:;)"r.._c:hoY\ 

rel1g1ous~off$~d in these sohools has developed along 

the most. 1mpl"oVed lines or p.ros,resoive aduca.t!oo and. i~ Biven 

recognition accord1r1gly fl"'om t .. h~l pu.blic achool sys t.sm ir:~. ·the 

eom.mun1t.1es they a.ra operating. r"u.bl1c school timo 1¥1 gener­

ally U8ed; public school property is uaed in approximately 

half of thg~e schools, a.nd in a tow in.atrt.ances pllblic school 

credit in the olEdent~u·•y grades 1s grant.ed for the Vtork. {1) 
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No one tJp& can be acc~ed1ted with ~he production of greater 

$p1r1tu.al results than another type. The factors wh1eh enter 

1nto the prod:t.tet1on or su.ch r~sulta are not to be measured. 

The Rum t.otal of the advantages which nave been recoe;nized 1n 

this type,. howev$1"', lend the'llaelvea t.o tho highest produ.ction 

of spiritual results. That :ta, after ~11. ona of the J)J.sgest 

things in the 1nterlhmominat.ione.l type of school. 

Type III. 111~e.dvant.ages -- The weak. spot in ·t.hi~ type of 

school lies in the fact t,hat. th$ individual church may not be 

anthus1a,t1c and tt__!ll t~hirk 1t.s responsibility. The loeal 

church is saemit13l;r at a di.a~,(\vante~ge in cst•l".Yins rorV~ard a 

A :.fod.1f1ed ·ryps .... - !!# 18 be11eved. that these obstacles 

naad not e:d.st, in a. ::Jaodif1~\ Ol"'ganlzatlon of 'lype Il r or per-

is working on a. prog:r·am thlEl 

est ot• t:hs chu:r·ch as .a wrhole. 

rrr. There 1s not only 

to secure active inter-

that fellowship and enthasiasm wh1eh arises from a sense or · 
oneness 1n a, w1daly ~praad l~nd. s ub11mely 1.l:tl.port.ant enterprise. 

The lieak-day cmu.,ah 15ahool movem.ant. ;!ll.J.St not be cut loose from 

the chu.rcheil and deno!1!1na:tio.na. thus el:>~at1ng a. new parae1fttc 
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1t .Ust not break up into multiplied and compettns fragments 

which draw almrp lines of cleavage through the l?roteetant com­

munity; cleavages which have l~id open the enureh a heavy pen­

alty or wast•. 1neft1o1anor and failure." {1) 

B. Amount and 4rrangement of t:1me for Vteek Day Rel1g1oas 

Instruction. 

The ~ount of time devoted to week day religious instruc­

tion varies from one th1rt;r-m1nute perlod to five forty-five 

minute periods per week.. one and two periods ara commonly :re­

ported. It will be obEH'Jrved :from the ohart on pages 7t and 7J. 

t.tmt botb Charlotte, liort.h carolina, and Cba:ttanoos;a, tennessee, 

allow five parlods p$r weak for religious instruction in the 

Junior and ~Jen1or High school, but only o..'le period in the Ele­

mentary grades. Leg1slati.cn and legal op1n1on a.ffect1Uf the 

u.se of pt~blie school time in the 5outnern states is presentlid 

in chapt~r five.. In no state of tb1!i group is there a law 

with regard to the uae of plJ.blic school time for religious tn­

s~Jruot1on. In every instance the ree;ulat11on granting public 

school time 1s determlnd by local authorities. i~1ghty-f1ve 

per cent. of the schools .reporting on this 1 tam. are using pub­

lie abool t1~e. The schools in Clearwa~er, Florida. meet 

from e1ght-f1fteen to nine 1n the morning one day each week. 

All ::d'' the grades eo;ne t.o the church ~eoool 

are claas1f1ed by departments. primacy, junior 

hou.r r..nd 

1t'lter-

mediates. The plan is said to be not so s atistactory as that 

which is in progress at Bradenton • .a fevf miles d.om tb.e coaet, 

w}lere the weak-day el&asea :for rel!gloua instruction proceed 
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as do the regu.la.rl.y raqtdred work. The ral1giOtlS · 1net~~o­

t1on is, of coarse, elective 11nd no public school tu.nds are 

u.sed. for ita malntooan.ce.. Jl:ach of the grades are assigned 

different periods during the day when they are to report for 

re11g1oaa 1nstruet1o.n.. The schools of !"ypa III proceed on 

thi.s latter time arrn.nget\'lent .. 

C. 'En~llntent $.!1d Attendanee in lf!ieak :Ott7 Cb.Urcb. Schools .. 

It would be unfair to pronounce upon the total Gnroll­

ment or all the week day church schools in the states from 

the repOrts received in this 1nvelirt.1gat1on atone.. Ad.dit1on­

al statistics on this po:tnt are not available. ~est Virginia 

alon& from the st&tee of' th18 group 1e 1tlcladed in th~ rspo:rt 

of the Internat1ontiJ.l Couno11 of' Ra11g~.o\tS: gdueation for 1999. 

~er state council r0ports~wo h~~1dred and thirty-five $Cbools 

v.r1tll an anrollaen;t of' eightae:o. thouaand. 

other atataa in the Union, Ohto, 

ia no unit..ed ~ffort under a ste.t.e eoune1l tn too ~~outh toward 

day eht.U."ch s Ghools tll.,ltf&ide of r~est V1rg1n1a.. f!'h.e axper1-

. 
cent. of t.he pupils of' t l)U.'bl1e school. !n too majority of 

the .r'aporte the en?olli~(l;nt ·wa*l r~ported •l-S n1nety-n1ne and one 

hundred per- cant., or as '*a.ltJiost ~~.11 •t of the public 'llehool en-



rollmant. In mnay ot the cla.saes the en:r·ollma.'lt .has 1n-

f1:"om to y~ar. snowing ~ wider ra...'lgS: or inter-

est euec&eding y~~r. The attendance r&cord compares 

fe:vorably wit.h that of the public 6Chools.. The week day 

ehttr·cb schools of B1r1ll1ngnam snow an enrollment attendance 

of.· 
1;. Leadership ot a. lleprE=sentative Gro\lp"Week Thly Churah 

schools in aouthern st?i t.es. 

The pro'blem of teaohers .for t:b.r~ weak -day cllul"'eh seh.ools 

18 mle of the most important problems f'ac1ng the ;novement. 

The prese;n+ 1nveet1ga:tion reveals thl1.t those schools rep()rt-

a.:r·e eooparat;.1ng. ln .no oaee is ths acad.r-:m1c standing of the 

teacher feu· ~;eek-d t el1gious 1nfkt.tuct1on allowed to fall be-

low the minimum raqu.1rement for t.eache.r·s of tb.a cort"esponding 

grade vtork in. the public school. 'l'be p~.tbll.o school h6la for­

tunately demand.ed t.~t this requ.ireraent be aa.t1sfied before 

public school tillie is granted. lt 

hov~sver, th!lt. conforming to this demand is suf't1e1ent to guar­

satis.fsetory lead.&rehip 1n \'leek.-d~y :t•eligio'!.ua instruc­

tion. .Add1t1onal qualifications whlch ~ve been recognized. as 

rule the taa.ehers are colleg~ aradaat.es who nave also had spe­

cial courses 1n rel1sioua eduoat~on and Bible. It see~s large­
to 

ly eustotaa.ry to appaa.l/tba naarby professional schools of 



Feligt ous Educat1on, o·f wtd.eh there are an increa.a1ng number, 

for the }ilrospect.1ve t.e.."\ehere of the$e schools. 

Th$ teachers de81pated as upart time teachers .t !n tbEt In­

dividual Type Chllreh School an very often the staff wonvr·• 

rtlgttl.w.rl;J ~ployea by too 6htll·cn. 

t.•ortttl~ M•t) 3)00I"ly ·i~li.i'l$11 f'~u· 

~u~~~.:t'1on; ft.lt~n ~net:r rli!:h 

P.J r~ao.n of l.ba1too 

tivvot.ion 'le 

t.n• task make tb91r· influence of' tnftni:t.e wort.Jl.. Lacking. ;bcrw-

4Ver. lin oertatn t.~i.qlle and knowledge or psyenolog a 

teacher 1s at a doo1ded ~1eadvantage .. 

sta.te:e:1~ts C~""loerning the success ot a Representative 

Group 11Week Da7 c·hurch Schools 1n ~outhem States .. 

evaluating the opsrat1on of these sohoole we $hould 

s:toua 1n$truetJ~on 1n their schools VfAri''Y from ;n11d ct•1t1c1sms 

·extr1~:vssant prais.a.. Tba usual ~o•ent.a are, •e'rhe wont is 

· individual type of eburch school 

voltm:teered that it wou.ld be a·.«.""' ..... "" 

16, tae op1n1on was 

~ors effective if 

the ohurehe~l ¥~ould un"-te.. i!.notner leader 1n M individual 

church ~ebool sta-tu that it 1~vol.ves ver;F much work for the 

results. 

are ~oms or the enoourasble. comments from scb.ool 

l)rine1pleJii: 

u'The effect UJ"'O the Sltire school 1e very noticeable. n 



week day rella:!Otts ins truct1on lmve been. 1ntro&lced.. ~rnere 

a.tte tar fewer ca.see of ditf'ic~lt d1so1pl1ne than torm.erly. ;t 

10 

the rollowing c.o£!'UnEtnt~ 11S1nce the 1ntrod~Act1on ()f th1f:l oouree, 

we llave noted a ~arked i~provem.ent tn t .. he morale and dlscipllne 

in our a<thools .. 11 

The Wi!U~k- day enuroh school move:nent in the sou.thern states 

is fortunately at1ll in the experimental stage. Eaoh plan is 

e. suggestion of w.t:mt to do or what not to do in n::aki.ng the next 

plan .. 

1.0 teaeh1ng foroe, the satisfactory r~cords of tittsndar.tth:r a.11d en­
to 
'-9 rollment ar& r'IJV1v1ty1ng contr1but1ons to a well-nigh static re­
\9 

11gious educational situation 1n these states .. 

growth of t.he movement and tlte eneou.:raging reports. fro.m many 

sebools lead u~ to believe in its further devalopiUent into a 

permanent system of schools oontr1but1ng efficiently to a vital 

need 1n publ1c 9dueat1o.n .. 
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A REPRESENTATIVE GROUP 
IN SOUTHERN 

s.tate City -~ P.S.Time !:.~I?. 
Pro:Qert;y 

1. Alabama, Birmingham III Yes .:.. . ..;, .. No 
:2. Alabama, Gadsden III Yes l'~ No 
5. Alabama, Little Rock I Yes No 
4. Arlcansas 25 centers (yes) 
5. Florid~, Bradenton III Yes Yes 
6. Florida, Clearwater II No No 
7, Kentucky, ~ centers 
8, Mississippi, Meridian II No No 
9. North Cclrolina,Charlotte III Yes Yes 

lO. North Carolina,Dnrham III Yes Yes 
Ifl:.; :-.:Northocrlarolina ,Maxton III Yes Yes 
12. North Carolina,Mooresville III Yes Yes 
15. North Carolina,Red Springs III Yes Yes 
14. North Carolina,Reidsville II No Yes 
15. North Carolina,Weidon I No No 
16. Oklahoma, 2 centers 
17. South Carolina,Charleston II Yes No 
18. South Carolina,Clinton III Yes Yes 
19. Tennessee, Chattanooga III Yes Yes 

20. Tennessee, Memphis I Yes No 
. 21. Tennessee, Rudsville II Yes No 
22. Texas, .Dallas III Yes No 
23. Texas, waxahachie I Yes No 
24. Virginia, Roanoke III Yes Yes 
25. Virginia, Tazewell II No Yes 
2~. Virginia, 45 centers 
27. west Virginia, Charles tovm I Yes 
28. vvest Virginia, Elm Grove II Yes 
29. West Virginia, Salem :n:.u Yes 
50. vvest Virginia, wheeling . II Yes No 
jl. west Virginia, williamstown III Yes Yes 
j2. west Virginia, 235 centers 



ClfURCH 

Time per wk. Gr&d§S E}kt.rollmeq1 D:a.te or Introt.i .. 
' (1) 2 periods 5":'8 683 1924 ' 

(2) 2 periods. 1-11 1925 
(3) 1 hour 1-12 1920 

i~s 5 par1ods 1-12 1 927 
{6) 45 mimttee 1-7 1926 
(7} 
( 8) 1 p4cJr1od 
(9) 5 periods 1-12 All :ln grades 1924 

300 in !:1 ,,~ 
.:.i.. "-'. 

tlO) 1 per>iod 
(11) 2 period~ 4-ll 1.924 

f12~ 2 periods 1-11 1900 1923 
1~ "' :P~.u:'iods 4-11 150 1924 J e:: 

(14) 2 periods 1-11 1148 1920 
(15) 1 period 
(16) 
(1~) 1 hour 4-7 2Cl()Q 1923 
(1- } 1 hour 1-12 1925 
1.19} 1 period 4-6 1923 

5 periods 7-12 2450 
l"O' 1 ' 1~:,. I 

(21) 
period 1-12 1920 

1-8 
(22) 
(2:5) .. period 704 1925 .!. 

(24) 2 periods 7-12 150 1915 
(25) r. 7-12 1916 c; 

(26) 
(27) 1 hour 4-7 1180 
(26) 2-8 1507 
(29) 
(30) 2-12 4820 1923 
{31) 3-6 997 1925 
(32) 18,884 



1. Number of schools reported 1n dat.a:tl 27 

2o D1atr1but1on of t 

Type 1 - - - 5 
Type II - - - - 8 

III - - - -14 

}. Pe:r cent. u.stng p;.l'blie school t:t::na .85 

4. 

5 .. 

6. 

Ul$Jtr1l:r;.;ttion of nerio 
from 1 to 5 periods. 

'l!editm nU!tlb&r of periods 

1.nclu1ed, 1 - 12 

7. t~:ppttox.imate total enrollment - 42,0()0 

..so 

S. Total number of schools re~:;ort~i - 328 

...,. ..,. - - -
25 

2 

~i&l<l1$tS1pp1 - - - - - 1 

.Nor>tll Carolina - 7 

Oklahoma - - - - 2· 

South Carolina - 2 

' 2 

Virginia - - - - - -- 45 

~est V1rs1n1a - - - -235 

10. Period of introduction 1915 - 1927. 



v. 

OF' }'UBLIO ZCHOOI.# 

()U'T THE 



ING 

I.. Introd.ttct1.on. 

1n.g prob-

at. ton batwt!~n thtl pttblio ~~hool and the new 1n.st1tut ion .. 

!l.nd 1nter1S1T~ pr.,p~ga.nd.a eoneeming the 1de3 resulting in 

a widesprea.d musktrootA r5~wth; aect:md, t.l. p~ri.od of le.ga.l 

:fighting for ax1st~tu~e; third. the recognition toot the 

life of t.h.e l!HlYmnent must depMd upon a h1eber set of 

sta.nda.rda .. n (1) nh1le tbeae e:tse;.ee ovar·J.a.pt 1t would ap-

our l}Urposa h.frrs. to investigate the legal baa~round s.nt\ 

the vacr!.ed !)racticee. in. thg southern States w'l'll~h m.ay help 

or hin<l.er a "loser ooop~ra.tion betwe~n the public school 

and th& week-day cnn.rell. eohool. 

(1) Shaver, E.L., "Present Day Trends in Re11&1oas 
Eduaat1on, p. 110, lloaton, 1928 .. 



II. Legal s~atus of Bible Read1n! ~he P~bl1o 
3:0hools of South&rn St.atea .. 

· lllent and must. ~kmeefore. be un.dsrst.O<i)d .. 

15. 

All of the legislation ~1ng Bible reading obligatory 

bsen enacted ~1noe 1900. ( 1) ."l.lmost immediately follow­

ina; the e:.Ht!plete saoularicat1on in public ed'..1cat1on a move-

restore re11g1on to a in the 

al 

belong to the 

1925; 

in 19".:?1; Kentucky in 1924; Tennessee in 1915 .. (2} While 

t.he-rt) 1s no l .. egisla'tion 1n my state which directly forbids 

Bible rood.1ng, the la.ws of certain states are constrl:!ed 

the State Bos.rd of re1ucation as prbbib1t1ng Bible reading. 

Judicial de-

c1a1on or by opinion of the &t.torney general. In.Lol.lisima 

a court deciston holds that Bible raading 15 a sectar,.an 

pl"actiee. (1) In ~U.se1ss1pplt and Oklahoma Bible reading is 

{l} Jackson and ~o.l.mberg, n~lig1ous uaucat1on 
p. 1 .. 

(2) Fleming. w .. s .. , The Bible Reading in the :Public ~chool, 
pamphlet, Phllsdelphia, Nov .. 1926. 

J3) Jackson and ~almberg, Re11g1o~s Educ~t1on 
pp. 1.?2-1)6. 



carolina, South (}a:rolina* Tsltas. V1rg1n1s.t and 

g1nia. it 1s P<W'~Bitted through the e1lenee 

the question. (1) 

Vir-

law on 

The practice of Bible reading t.n the school of the 

ot Louisiana and aklahoma. The euato2 1~ recognized to 

such an extent that the constit~tion of ~1ss1es1p~ pro­

vides that 1ts religious ~edo~ provision shall not 'be 

construed nto exclude the Holy Bible from une 1n any pub­

lic srmool of t bia state. n (2) · 

Oral comment in connection with Bible reading is for­

bidden $1thttr b;y statem:ent or by 1mpl1cat1on in all the 

legal dee1s1ons ~erm1tt1ng the re~ding of t Bible. 

Tennessee• s pl"'~iJi:Sit>.-n specifies that '*th.e S§ileetion 

ahall not be 

It 1s noted by J&ekson tbEtt a digeafi ot the jud1o1~1 

oases shows no conflict when '*analJ~ed 1n accordan:ce ·with 

(l) Jackson and i!lalmbflrth Re11gt ous E,:!uct!ltion tb~ 5t&te, 
p. 5. . 

( 2) 7All&an, Osrl, •tD!st1ngu1sh.1ng 1$1&rks of ~tate, tt 
fielis~ous . 3f:duoat1gn, 1927. 

(3) 1'1..1blie school Laws ot Tenneaeee,. 1925. p. 22. 



11 

o~ non-chri~tian persons~~ (1.) F~ a ~egal petnt of view 1t 

1e evld.e.•1:t that Sible raa.ding bas gained: in :favor in the· last 

quart~r of Et een'tui7. 

Alabama 

.~.rk:MS6S 

Florida 

Georgitll. 

Kentu.cey 

Lout sana 

Oklaho!!a 

Bible 
Read ina 
[{eguired 
!;l!.,L!lW,. 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Virginia X 

~est V1rght1a X 
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III. :ttwo United states Supreme Court Deo1a1oos aft"ect­

ing i.-h0 U.slat1an or ll'Gek Day Cl'm.:roh ~chools 

&la Public ~chools. 

Ttlere are t.wo decisions ot' the Un1 ted St;ataa Su.pl.,.tml$ 

Oou.rt wb.ich. a.re of extreme im.porta.nce to the pr8~$tlt }.)l'Ob­

lem. In the"Nebrssk~ oae.s ~1the Supreme cour·~ hald unconsti­

tutional the lawe of' the stat.&~ of Iowa and :.rebra!~ka tt:hich 

prohibited tha .. use of foreign languagas i:tl any pr~tvata school. 

implying -that S'UCh legislation was itzlposing reet.rictions that 

did v1olat1on to both ~h~ l:~ttar !;L'fld t.i:1a ,;pi:r•1t of tba .four­

teenth allanrl:!l\lnt t.o the \10l1.St1tu.·tion .. 

attempt to wipe ou.t all parochial and private schools. 'by re­

qu1:r1n.g eve:r:·y child over eight and und.er a1xtuen years to ali-

'-

deprived parentG and children Of th91r righ.ta to S&l&tJt 

theor.v of liberty upon which ~11 govern~ante L~ thl$ union 

repose includes any seneral power of the state to sta,ndari­

i~e its Q,hildren by foreir..g th.~m ~o accept io.etr,.urt.!o~"l"'om 

public taachera only. The chtld _ 1.s not the mere oraature 

of the jt~•te; n.ncl those who ntlrture h1:ll and d1reet h1s des-

tiny have the r1ght eoupl9d with the high duty_, to r$cosn1~e 

and p:t"ep&re hia for &dd1t1onal obl1gat1ons .. 14 (1) "fhe ent1:re 

at.atement seems to s.pply to tb$ part time rol :tgious aehoola 

tlt Zollman. ·~n:tst1nsuishing Marks of ?lodern s.tate11 
• Hel1g!gu.s 

~ucat1on, Msrch, 1927, P• 212. 
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as wall as to the paroeh1al a11.d prUamte aebools. The sta:t.e­

ment that the st&ta ~ay not standardize 1t~ children by fore-

1ng them tito .aeeept 1nJUa:uct1on from the public te~!ichers on­

ly~• ma.y also ~ei'l.n that a stE~.t.e cannot exel~lde 1ts chiltlren 

from a p~rt time re11g~or.u~ day ~~~hool by_ a colllpuleory edu~a­

t1on law.(l) 



ao 

t~l. Q,uest1.ont~ Which occasion Legal DlsputEtS. 

l:bfj ct"uest1ons which nsve oceastoned legal disputes 

· most larg~lJ ln the Week- day Chi.trch School' a relation to 

the publ.ie school are first,. the grtmting of public school 

time for the use of i}he Week-day Shul"Ch ~chool 1natru.et1on; 

second, the us$ of pablic school bu.lldings a.nd equipment. 

tor religious 1nstru.et1on; and thlrd. the grant;ing of pub­

lie school er~d1t tor work in religious education. The lat­

ter ordinarily is not a concern ot the Week -da.y ~reh 

ichool ·movement.. 'rhe~re are, hovHrtvar. oert~.1n unique experi­

m,ents in Southern States which call tor a corui1del"at1on of 

this phase ot cooper~tlon between the public acllool and the 

~eek,day ~hurch School. 

A.. The Granting of T1~e &om the Regular Schedule of Public 

Schools for Religious I:nstraetion .. 

1. ~jvs.nt#§Ses ot_~ha. tJse of Released 'time 

That more time is needed. in ~ hieh to g,1 v:e a. more nearly 

adequate religious 1nstruct1ol.t is evident .. ( 1} kDOXtf!. the ad­

vantages described as a.omi.ng from the use Qf ti:11~ released 

from the regu.lsl" school d<:t.f t:or .t·~lie.~iuuG 1n"'""t·ttot.1vi1 .;;~vo lr#fUJ 

f'o llowtns' 

(a} It give~ dignity to :rwliglon~ 1n~tr~.tet1on in 
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needed compl~t to the pnb110 eoMol nr'()gra.m. 

{e) Taatin~ ~ut. at rel, lf!' oua tntJt,ntc'1on on re­

laaaed th1s bas 10r'04u;tutd sueb eat1&fact.ory restllts that. e-v1-

dencu~s a:t"e uaea of n la~&r interest. on the part. of t.ne p.tpile 

and ~ore det1n1ta donauot r~ct,~nse 

(d) Hsl~aced time 1ncr-e~&$Si at.tend.anoe on ellluJeea 

iri re11g1.mte 1ruJtruet1on. Cot'!lpartann of. cor~cu tio:nti 1n Cha:t.­

-a., .. vll"'""' wtt.h tbose t'jf Me:vnr\11s m.lbstantl~te~ th~ laiilt adva.n:t.at!e 

na:!led. Itt Chattanoosa (2) appro~inttaly n1n~ty-t1va per-<.umt, 

ot the pupils enrolled 1nt,the sr~dea are also z·aoe1v1ng rel1-

gi·oug lnstruct1mt wh.ile in Melllph1s (3) only twenty per-cent. 

of those enrolled. in the public schools are also in att~'"":la.n.ee 

in the Sunday Church School. 

g. Ba£J1!, .tor Saek1!15 R~!'1-e~sed Tim~ 

Appro•al for release of public school ti~e tor rel1gio~s 

1nstruot ton 1 ~ soue:ht in the aou;rts on basts of two th$or1es: 

(fi) u'fhat religious 1nstruct.1o.n is indispensable to 

a. complete program of eduoation and) therefol"e, ia a. 1'roper 

part of pub11c school nurrtcttlt.trt. u 

(b) uTbat such 1nst .. ruc.t1on 'loes not toN a. proper 

part of public sahool eur r1eulum., but that the pupil 1ill to 

be eonsid.ez·ed releas$d or excused rrom ptt'blie achool while 

taking thl~ 1natruetton .. tt(4) 

· (1} Young, T.Bas1l, H!fha l'·'eek DaJ Cmtrch :::>chool in New York 
Stateu, p .. 12. 

(2) ~~est1ona1re 

(3) Gove, ;tFtal1g1ous Education on Public ~ob.ool Timeu, p.6. 

(4) Ibid, p.20. 



The first of these theortee throws the responsibility 

tor relig1ou8 instruction on the public school. ~hat reli­

gious instruction !s a proper part of the complete program 

of education is not d_enied, on the oon.tra17 it ia affir:noo .. 

<>n the other !u'3.n<:\,1t is: t.&ntamou..~t that the well-defined 

principle concerning Chttrch and £tate ~ust not violated. 

.. i':ollman c1 tes the case of Knowlton v., Baumh~ver in the 

supreme court of IowA, 1918t r1If ~h~e~e. 1s one thlng: 

which is well settled '-n the policies pu.rpo3es of the 

American people as a whole, it io U1 the fixed and. unequiv-

ocal separation of Church state .. '1 (1) ou~ part#1cular 

proble~;J, therefore, is to determine to whs.t axte.""'lt a oloa&;t;· 

cor·relat.1on of religious and secular education be ef-

facted thout in 80 doing :'!'laking religious 1natru.ct!on.as 

su.ohLa part of tbe pt.&.bl!c acoool G'!ll"l'iculum. previou.sl7 

reported 1 the investigation made of certain cls.su.1es in reli-

ous instruction showed the tea~h~s ot these elasees 

are invariably pald from private funds and are Etmployed by 

t.lu:. local Council of Religious H.llue£it1on the appro-val 

of the public school superintendent. This is evidence that 

the ~al1g1ous and secular edue~t~r,s 1n southern states nave 

no thought of making the public s~hool r·es~Jons1ble for rel1-·­

gious instruction.. The situation at Hoanoke* V11'g1n.1a, by 

way or example, 11lu..etrates th1e fact.. re 1s •:>ffered. he+·e 

in the regular ourrieulttm along with other electives, a oour se 



in Biblical literature lind history taught a public school 

.teacher paid from public school funds. In spit~ -ot this, how-

ever, the public schools of Iioa.noke, upon prt:uu~ntation the 

pupils to at-

tend outside classes or a more speo1f1cal,ly religiou:• nature 

where the Bible is used as the text. The situation in Roa~oke 

exemplifies t#he attitude or religious and secular ed.ueators 

toward this problem an.d of'fer.sa. pos~ible Slolut.1o..'1,., Consid.&I'--

ing t pupil excused. from public school while taking this in-

struotiou thus meets the neEtde tor rel1g1 ous training and at 

the ssal!e time avoids legal or official entangl9!!1ents.. This 

is t therefore, the theory \'il'b.ich has been ~ora widely acted up-

on .. 

3. H;ow Public, School '}i~e ia .Grants~. 

There ~B'e compttlaoey attendance laws in every state in 

the Union for children from eisht to fourteen years of age .. 

extend later in Georsia, 

i:Jouth carolina, ~nd Virginia. These laws have direct 

bearing upon the practice of d1am1as1ng pupils f:r·om public 

school to attend elaeses 1n religioua edtleat1on. 1:.. surmnar;r 

of the eo:npu.lsory education laws made 1:n • Aspinall's re-

search divides the statu1~es into two groups .. first group 

iru~ludes alt those states which provide th&,t the eh:tld. must 

attend for the"tu.ll termu, nfull number of daya••, and Hentire 

time cb.lring &aoh dayH, except for such reasons enumerated as 

ph:rsieal d1sab111ty, or 1n eases where private 1nst:t'tletion i.s 

provided wh1eh is substantially equivalent to that 1n the pub­

lic schools. In these states a. pupil may be exeused t.o attend 

: ' 
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religt ou.s day schools on t.he ground&~ that he receives 'equiv­

alent • 1nstru.et1on .. 41 (1) North Carolina and Tennessee belong 

ln this cat~o:ry. In the remaining· group pupils n:u.1.y be ex­

cused for rel1g1ou6 1n~truet1on in view of the fact that there 

is no provision requiring the pupil to attend the entire time 

the school is in session. 

The r~quest.. then. for the release of the child. for re11-

giou.s instruction is on different legal provisions in 

d1 ffer.ent states. In no o.ase 1s a ch11d released from s enool 

for relig1cn.ts instruction without a writt,en request from the 

~~olltb.ern states where pu-

p1ls are d1am1aeed from public schools to a.ttend we·9k-ds.J 

church school elaeees,(2) disml~sal has b(l}en e;rMted 'by vote 

of the local board Gf ed:l\CEf.tion or by th.e superintendent Of 

4. 4ft&iftlat1on. ~egal Op1nio~ ,and Pr~~t1ce,Affe9ting 
~he ~se of ~lie ~ebsol Time in southern states. 

Public school t \rne is not specifically perm1 tted by 

statute in any state of the southern group, n.either is there 

a court 1s1on in regard to the d1sm1S88l of ~pilB to at-

time .. 

The Su:par1ntendent of t5ublie Instnuction of V1rgln1a ~1<~-~-s 

(1) Aspinall, char.d, ~tso:ne Legal Phases of ie;1oua 
Educa.tiont• • N.;Y.tJ. Doctor's Dissertation, 1926, p.65. 

(2) summary Table, p.29. 
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'
1It is d1e:cret1onary with the local eeoool board to make su.ch 

provta1on .. t'(l) The opinion ot the ~iittomey General of Tenn­

essee expressed in re))l;v to the requl!!utt of the state COl!i'l!11s­

a1oner of ooueat1on states th&t the teaeh1ng of the Bible in 

the PUblic Schools of Tennessee not violate the Const1tu-

tion.. 11I.t does not establish any religious made of worship or 

promote any partleu.ls.r establishment for that purpose. u (2) 

Alabama 

i.'i orth. Csro lina 

Kentucky 

?ermi tted M A.ttorne.v-General • e Opinion 

Tenn.eseh~e 

south Carol1n& 

yeatt$ tpoue;h Attornez-General' s. OoiniqJ\ 1::\d:yer!Let 

west Virginia. 

It :;:,.c:.i!~.L!"' ~Cf!')"'~ TT':f'*"UJ>r··,m,. ~"'t::'!'!i"r. :n'"' ""<'l'l"'tnr•~--· ~~xrc-I,Q. ~' . .... ~D~l\v o ~~· t,_,..\.:.1 .... ~.vf!.l. "-"~'},... U'*"Jid.:t...-t.P' t4..V tJ;.,J''l,J.}!"..t. .t~i .4-. ... ~.~~ w --~~-

Oklahoma. 

note that in four or the fourteen states which are 

(l)Re~earoh service, Vol. I, No. I, p. 15~ Jan. 1926. 

(2)Br1stol Herald Couri&r, p .. l, !!iov .. 8, 1928. 

* Conditions Revealed by ~uastionaire correct to Jano 1929 .. 
Note the change in status of Tennessee Florida iii nee 

~almbttrg's investigation of uRal1g1ou.s Education 
the Stat.a~~, p. 11 .. 



being stud1•4 in ~he present g»nup public school time is not 

being used for religious ;~.-n~t:rtt< .. :1-r:nt\ while :no adverse st:atate. 

opinion or decision restricting thi.e praetiee exists. one 

st~te 1~ using pu~blie eehool time on a permit b'tJ the state 

oepartmf!'nt ·of R:dueation. and one on a permit by 1"-t.torney­

Genent• a opinion. One state uses pu.blie school ti;.ne, 

Jlttorney-Gc:mer-&1' ~ opinion is t\d:verse.. seven remaining 

states in this grottp U$9 pUbl1e school t1~e wlt.hou.t ~peeifie 

statute or p.rov11:11o:n. southern Stftte possesses apec1.tie 

legal ~aneftion. for the usage public. aehool tor rf:~1i-

g1ous instruction. 
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PUBLIC SOHOOL TO IN 1005 

Sta.tes :J;S ~here Is t.bere il:eec1~q, ~! ... !!he£! 
[.Jee;1.Blaft iqg. gourt Deci.\OS ~al oe1n1pp. 

Yee 12. D..! !!2. Xel\ -
Alaba.M X X. 

i~.r.ka.naas X X 

Florida X X 

Georgia X X 

Kentucq X X 

Louisiana :X X 

li18S1EtB1pp1 X X 

.North carolina X X 

Okla.bonut X X 

south aarol1na X X 

Tenneaf.le& X X x(l) 

Texae X X 

V1r(!;1n1a X X x(l) 

~est V1re1n1a X X 

RGB&t'\t>oh serv1ee in Hel1g1ous ~~ucat1on., Vol. I. No. I,. 
Inter.~.1ational cotmc!l of fxelig1ous t<';d-.;.cation, Jan. 1926., 
Var1f1ed or correeted by ;"zuest1on~.t1re.- ~~ov .. 1928. 

{l} S~a psge 'l!i~ 

NO -
X 

X 

X 

·X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Jt. 
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1. lntrad~.OA· 
The question of ~he use of public 5chool property for 

week- chureh scJ:lo;.:>l~ is !i ven les~ tlme s.ttentl.on by 

promoters or the relig1oue day school movement than is the 

ques.t,.on of the use of JNb11c school time. There is rather 

a tend$ncy to discOt.Jraae the uee of pu.b11c school pro}'}ert..y 

f'or week-Zla.y eh!J.rch schools. The YH:lsk-Day Church School 

visery Section or the York State 5unday School nSS0Cia-

t.1on infers thn,t this fot'la ot cooperation is not advisable .. (1) 

The National Syate~ of' Education deseri'bed by Athearn 

with a parallel system of Day ch .. trch schools raa1ntain1ng 

its own bt.d.ld1ngs. teacne.re, supervisors Cltrriculum 1t1-

vol,"les too.graat. an 9Xpanditttre to considered practically 

attainable 1n the immediate present. Hence, the use of the 

pub11e school property is a preaent problem in the relation 

o-f week-day eb.ureh schools gn,d the public aehoola$ especial­

ly 1n toe ;;-;outherb. States. 

2. ~~1!t!lr1al. p~~~~ng. 

The public schOol house 1L1l man:f part$ ··of' the :3outh 

used for all public s.atherL"lgs, such ~s lectures, plays, con­

oflrt-a, rel1g1ous and polit.iee.l ~et-ing8. Tn'ls practice 

come accept-ed to :f.ll.J.Ch 1m. extent t.Mt ~;;outh carol1na. overruled 

contention that a d$ed which 1im1t.ad the UKH~ of a certain 

(1) Young, ; p.lO. 



piece of land to 'lt.f.u~ purpose of ereeting and mamt.ainins 

a public seb.oolt~ would pramt re11g1G'..AES services !:n the 

building. '*Courts 1n a Christian. l&nd C&..'1llGt be eup!)o£ted 

to take Jud1e1al notice th&t holding a "t'reaeht:ng service 

in a ~choolho\l~Se when not required for a pu.blic llicbool p.xr-

pose 1s a braach of the condition, if indeed 

~:u t,.on in the deed ... •• ( 1) 

be a con-

uae ot a ehoo l proJ.ut:t"ty aa com:nonly found in th& 

' 

by the voters or offieera . 
,3. \.e64-\ ~h~ses-j:_'"'""\\l<!.~ '"'-\\-,. .. 'u....'i><? of\?u__h1ic. _Sc;-hooll+orer-iy 

, a. Fa:vorable legal a~pec1is. -fn- \1e \'')liT"-"' 1. ""t'\v-.._v-\,~.,.., 

community .. :• ( 2) 

hereby ~utno:riz&d. to open the aebo.ol houfH:; for tt>..e 

of r.elts:10\ls. political, literar-y, saioo:t..1f1e, ¥ilselllln1ci:"'l, 

or agr1caltu.ra1 socie-t.tes, belongi..ttg to their cliat:t"1cts for 

( 1) 1921 V. Dreggera, ",Dis+;n\""'"'h\"''i )V)d. ..... \r<?, of t""<e },\oc\e-.-'1\ ~\-~1-Q." 
Zollman, Carl. Rel1e;iou8 ~dug,.tiO!h ~1~:·ah. 1927, 1>.215. 

( 2) sp1nalltc H.1chard, '' 
P~auoAt~on, p. :;3, 11. 

L~g&l Ph~$~S R~ligioua 
Dis~ert~t1on, 1926. 
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ho1d1ng public meetings of such soc1et1ea undel" such l'1JSU.la­

t1ons. ag the board ~ adopt. n(l) 

b. tJnfavo:rable Decision& .. 

Attaeb against the use af public school property 
or:::.,aent 

for rel1g1oll.s ?\U"poiiHitS/themfllelves in t.wo types of prov161one. 

1., suen practice is liable in that it is for'E':ing o1t1zoos 

pos1t1ons. · 

'l~leet1ngs for the oonvanien.ee. pleasure, or tnstru.ot.1on 

leneral pt.abl1cs all other £Jehool property nu1.y ~fth equal pro-

1t -...ould be but. a a tep 

declares~ '•Taxation w1ll not be to raise fu.."\d& to balld a 

plaee e. religious soc1atr~ a. political soeietr, or a :?.ocial 

club .. 

( 1) ~&a pltiall. R1.chard, 
Education, p .. 33, N. 

Legal J?b.ae.e~J Ril311g1ou.s 
D1ssertat1~~. 1926. 

(2) Zollma.n, Carl. f'D1st1ngu1ell1ns '!la.rkf$ of the 
pp,. 216, 217.. R!li~~oua ,1tnuos.!J19!:t• Me.ret1 19"~7 .. 

(3) Zallm~n., c~rl, Ii;D1~tingu1sning Marks of .too ~O'lern 
pp .. 216t 217, Rel~e;1gus itdttet!t:t?,1on, · 19".27. 
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The courts &l.l>& at wide vs.r1.anc& on t.he (ltt~at1on of the 

l.u~e of public ~ehool property f'or re11gioua purpos~s.. In 

c. Gra.nt.ine or Public School credit for *'ork in week-Day 

F~eliigimu; lnetr,aet1on .. 

of the 

a rule is not eought.. It is primarily the concern 
::tu.dy 

school Bible/~ovement. w}neh aet!!!k~ credit for B1b11-

c!tll h1stoey and 11tera.ture.. There -were found only two cases 

where public school cr·ed1t ~~as .granted for ral1g1ou.~ instruc­

tion s.s su.ch; namely 1n "the unique cases of Chattanoos:a. 'I'enn~s:!QE' 
....... ~,·~_,.J:> 

and Cha.rlott~, N~. cA. In each c~se re11e;1oae instruction is of-

fered. in regular school time in the pttbl1e school bu1ld1na; and 

credit 1s g1 ven 1n the grades aa well as 1n the h.ieh school. 

'l"he work is under t..be control of the loea.l council of F:el1g1.otts 

:Edueat1on and the ex:penses ara provided from private funds. 

wort ·!a entirely volunt&ry. 

'fheae plans bring up the question whether 1t is legal for 

public school authorities to e;rant ered.1t for work done in weelt­

d&Ji reliz:ious aehools. Tbe teet ctu~e 1n ~~t:ash1ngton {1) is hard­

ly an authority here becau.ee of the diffet~ence in plans for reli-

(1) state ex rel. Dearle v. 



giou.s 1nst:ruot.1oo snd bec.ause of the unusuall:woH1ng of the 

constitution of the st.ate of Vtashin6ton. The V/&shtngton plan 

which provi~ed a c~rse 1n Bible study,mapped ~t by the super­

intendent, the paper graded by public fJChool teacher, and 

ered.it given f'or the work~ was chtelar$d to involve thenappro­

pr1at1ng of publ1e money for re11g1 oo.s 1nstr>.aet1on. n Dibble 

considers the roosontns ot the court to be in error ~nd re­

minds ua .tMt there !.a prcnr1sion for the tnapection and aupar­

v:li!1on of parochial sehoole by the state £)uperi:ntextdent ot Pu.b-

lie Instruotion. This 

of t;)ublic mane;;.{!) 

fit1tut1on of the 

never been cona1d&I·$d a wrongfttl usa 

autbQr1ty of the ru~hlns;ton case 1s 

differs from that of mo~t 

of the states of tl"le Union. The prohibition aga1:nat••relis1oua 

instruct1on*t is very much broader t'ha!t.ciSii:ii~-+naectar1an 1nstruc-

. tion'*. In no case was t,hgre found classes 1n rsllgioua instruc­

tion> as such> taught by teachers ps,!d frmu pu.b11e ~choG:>l f"u;n;J.a. 

Th~re seems to .be no reason wh7 there shoul~ not be a larger 

use of this f'9rm of cooperation. It WO\.lld doubtlEt$S 

poseib111ty, 

bowev~r. tl1at the small~ am~tm·t.fof t1~te required for raoord.-, 

coorts to be in violation of 

of separation of Ohttreh. 

be kept in mind. 

principle 

(1) Dibble, c.L. 1 nspecif'ic Legal Prov1s1ons•t• Raligiou~ 
~ducat1on. ~arch, 1922, p. 43. 
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Alabama X 

Arkansna X x(l) 

Florida .X x(l) 

Georgia 

Kentucky 

Lou1rJiatJ~ 

M'ias1na:tpp1 
x(tD) 

North G~~ro l1na X 
X 

Oklahoma 

sou:~hc tano 11na X 

:rann.~taa ae X 1) 

T$X8.S :X :x(l} 

Virg il'l!.a ~ x(l) 

·;reat. Virgin13, X x(l} 

( 1) ffhile using t)).lblic school time tt..'ld ;Jropert;r the clas:u~~s 
are undt.n" the sUp$rv!s1on of the local Coune1J. of Reli­
etous ~ducat.ton .P.nd are financed by it. 



VI 

IWG 



• 

Chapter VI .• 

IN 

I ... EVa.luat1oo of Frsaent week Day Religious Instrt1et1on 

1n 80ttt.nem statefJ. 

surve, of the P~aotioe of week 

1nstrQct1on in southern states. 

Religious 

At the cortclu.sion of this investigation 1t 1s inter­

esting to review b:M.etly the s1e;.n1t1canoe and meaning of t:tt.e 

i:~o,.ttb&m movement for correle.tion of rel1g:tous and 

secular edaeation. It 1e somewhat surpr1e1ns there 

not been a more complete res pon.se to the mover.nsnt in 

these states_. especially to one who W:i.e been impres£Had lf1tb 

the homogen1ty of the Sou.th, the piousnesu of 1ts population, 

()Varwhelming me.Jor1 t.y of Protestants pre~ ant., and in some 

sections, the t.et.al absence of catb.olie too J(!Jw., 

quantity as well aa t qual! ty of v.~ork 1e cri!JtU. table 

but one m1eht nave expected ~ group of 6tates s.o :ravorabl:V 

pr·epar•d tor the propagation of week-day rel1ES1ous 1nstr'tle­

t1on to have tak.an a great~r lead in lta protftot.1on.. 'the tm­

fort"nate amount ot denom~t1onal1sm wh1eh exists 1~ soma 
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aeet!ons may sosewnst. offs'et, the favorable aspet..ds ment.1ooe4 .. (.l) 

absence ot leaders ~ho ar-e able to ina.ugtamte the program 

and t~e financial inability of most communities may be con-

~11shed 1a of g~eat valu$ as a de~onstration or o~n 

~at. when we recall th$ el&van an1. a, half' m1111en Prot­

estant yO\ltbS 1n (2) thethiJ states who are outside of any re­

lisious education program, the actual ach1ev~:nent I!IUt:em~pa­

thet 1 cally ~~all. 

Consid-ered qualit.at1V&ly. however. t:t1is begin.."line;; is ln 

1t~elf significant. In all of th~se states, w1 t11 no excep-

s:1oos 1netruGt1on whara a. high t7!i>S of work. is don&t 

and woo~ alaost all of' the t-esohera t:are or college 
work 

gra~uates with experience in pubt1c school work. A1s 

tn.e; can·1ed on under t.rahled 

except1ona. Tb __ ese week-day schools have enrolled from 

public a.ehools in the eom.mun1t1es where they &ra located. 

average attendance 1n these acbQolll far exce-9da the 

( 1) In a :recent gr-vup or religious worlters 1 t ?<·as af'fi:rmed 
by a. visitor to tbe south that the degree of separation 
between eoutbem Protestant denominations was equal to 
tmt s:enernlly expeeted between Roman cnthol!c and 
protestant. The noutnerners present rel•J.etantly 
tb$.t th1a waa true to a regrettable degree. 

{2) c.nart, pp. 29 and :;o. 
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the highest average attendance attained by a. like sroup of 

Sund.ay schools. The aignificanoe of the mov~ent, then» is 

Of religious SdlleatiO:n has been brokoo Which SiVSS prord.ae 

of a permanent and. ef:t'1o1 ent syetem of ehuroh aobools co­

extensive ldtb. the public schools for the purpose of 1nte­

grattns the religi.atts element in t.ha school life of the 

child. 

B. Evaluation of the Legal Phases in the correlation of 

Religious· and ::;;e~ular 1-n.rt>"hY::uc:h:on in soutne:rn states. 
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p:rlno:lples have impressed. the;!lselv19s upon us in study­

ing the conditions for th9 correlation of re11s1ous see­

ula.z· edueatlon. P'irst, 1s the eol!lplete eepars.t1on of church 

and state; second, 1a the right of each 1nst1 tat ion to a fair 

share of th.e chlld'~ t3.me ~.n the shari~ of edueatior1al re­

apons1b1.11t.y.. It 1s. eseent1~1 in a country such as ours that 

legal limitations be respected. A working basis betw~en the 

public school and the church w:ithou.t infringing on religious 

liberty h&s h.een}establlsb~"i in reoent year·s,. (1) 

The usa of public school time and the ·~.tse of piiblic 

school property are both widely practiced where the week day 

ehurah school. movement baa been intr-oduced. in SOI..tthern states • 

Public school credit for religious instruction, as suCh, is 

granted in only two of' ·t.nesa schools. 

The granting of public school t1ma for rel1g1ou.s pur-

(1) ct. Chapter v. sec. III. 



CO.'Jpl.lleory school law for the local authorities to allow 

thi$ privilege.. In two states of' the D·m:ttharn gl"oup we 

tlnd eompuls0ry laws which require attendance du.r!ns the 

entire t.1me of eaeh day. In both of these states, however, 

pabli.e school t1me is ~sed for religious t::~~t~~A-e.1l'o;;iii ~')n. the 

basis of dequivalent 1nstruet1on.•t. (1) 

There are no teat os.s• on t.he legality of using public 

tns decisions 

on the us& of pt1blie ~ o:oool property for week day church 

schools ~~d the 4ec1s1on on the u~e of public school pro!~r­

ty for worah1p are a,t great varis.n.ee. Hul1ni! ease comment, 

.is to the effect that objection to such practice would be 

sustained by court decision. 
c. ref, f 

Fublia sehoGl"ordinartly 1e not sought, fo1." work done 

in the wa~k-dny schools of rel1g1 on. In the: two cases en 
h&ve been presented where pttb11c school r.u;celUt. is granted 

for aatiefaet:ory work in rel1g1out~ 1net.rl.J.Ct1on, namely Cb.a:r­

lot'te• North ca.rol1na and Chattanooga. T~"ltlassee, t-he ex­

penditure of pub11e school f~nds is not involved. It ses~s 

that the work well done should be credited in t11e public 

1ted. 

l<'.roa the data gathered 1t appearg th,'\t the interests 

ot the w&ak-day chUrch aehool$ ar@ not suffering ~rGm le~l 

educators the real l1$9d is for l$g1slat1on which will Sti!fe­

guard the interasts Of" all OOl'UUtrned. 



II. Recommendations for FUture .Procedu.r& in Corel{tt.1ng 

Religious and secular Instruction 1n 

South$rn 6tates. 

From the data which have been gather~d we draw cer-

tain oonclu.aions as to the best proce&.u:•e in promoting this 

important work in the fui'ture. It is evident t.h..~t no single 

type of program can be prescribed for all situations. There 

a.re. holaever, certain fundamental cortclustons which have been 

recognized as basic t:n ma.ki.ns' f\Jture plans. 

A. Determining the Official and Legal Relation or the 

Week Day Church. School to the Public ;:lchool in the 

Community. 

The Pttblic school recognizes that 1t does not the en-

tire work of education.. As the main agency in the ed:t.tca.tion.­

&1 Pl"'Q!ra.m of the state it is~ the.rafore, endeavoring more 

and !Xlore to utili~e the contributions which the other 

Oi€\'s ar·e 13:Uik1ng, and to cooperate 1<rit.h them toward the accom­

plls~ent or the more extensive educational program. 

The principles growing out of tlw 1 situation 

which have been pr$sented in the previous section must be ob­

sterved. In practice this ~e:ii.ns th...lCtt~ one must (;Woid r.!oubt­

t'ul arrQngemente 1n the use of buildingaif equipment. te~w.eh-

1:1)rs, or any fac111t/1es of the public schools.. In tnany com­

munities in Southern states no obJection would be raised 

locally to such organic relations but such relations eom­

_promise ·the national principle of separation of church and 



state and are 1.n. general harmful to the best interests of 

the movenaent .. 

~h1le awar$ of the fact trut.t some adverse d&o1s1ons hs.v~t 

supreme Court of the 

United States in the oregon case is. sl\fficiently encouraging 

to wsrrant greater confidence in planning more extensive re­

ligious in·srtruc'tio~h legal ganct!on baeking tha work .. (1) 

are led. to believe tl1B.t t church does have e right to 

for a of ti:ne to c:lo 1 eduoation~l work.. The 

state to for 1t.. It should net be difficult 

for this abtotring of edtwstlonal respons1b111 ty and deciding 

time to done in 

Types of organization for communities 

in Southern states. 

There ts no perfect plan f'or religious ed.ucat1on .. ~~'ros­

ress in religious Gdt:u'Jation matters as 1n secular education 

matt~rs calls for continued change in plans.. It le proba-

will ultimately satisfactory. 

the pres&"lt experience 1s a eomb1nat1on of ·the general fea­

tures of the second and third types as described 1n chap­

ter four. Under th1o mt:xed type of organization there will 

be both 1nd1 v1d1J.al schools and federated sya 

under a single board. This seems e~inently fair. It al-

{1) cr. Chapter v. sec. 3. 
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lows independent effort where it is desired and provides ~be 

outstanding ad,~a.ntages of cooperation to others who might 

not be able to make the effort. 

eb does not fot?ter a democratic tn'termingling 

a. more united cooperative effort Protestant 

churches has missed the mark.. There must be a common u.nity 

of spirit within which there be diversity thought 

method .. 

0. The Choice of Sui table cu.rrieulum %dll<.ter1als .. 

While the curri~culum is in itself too 

to adequately tr•ea.ted in a study such as 

a problem 

1 the choice 

of curriculum ~a.ter1ala for weelt day rel1etoue instruction 

ie too vital a problem to be neglected in a consideration 

of future prooed:ure in correlating r·e11c1ous 

struoti,on. 

It significant that the earlier of 

secular in-

re1eent cur-

rieu.lum makers f'or the enlarged educational program of the 

church viewed the week 

of the churches• l'rogram • therefore, assigned t.o it 

courses 1n which Christian living 1s emphasized. Since 

that tlme it becomo prevalent to t selection 

eurr·1eulum raaterlals upon the belief that the curz·icu.lum is 

not t;:rritll€U"ily s systematic set ot 1deas • but '+a proe;reseive 

order of ~otivee actually at work. tr~it1ng 

adequate christian livingu .(1} 

and now in 

To determine ie materials are to be used~ the 

superv1sora teachers shou.ld have er1tar1a the sa-

(~burch ~; ohool in 
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lee"ttlon i:li'ld thoo ads.pt and rearra.nge the co'l.u:ae to meet the 

QT,H!e1al needs 1nt~reata of the put,1l$.. nave ob-

ee~ved that many of ·t.he eu.pe:rviaors tWe plarmine; :the~r · own 

cottr-ses. {1) Among the elemoot~ that ~ye to r;e ecms1dered 

in determining ;tth$ sui tab111 ty ot material to insure 

the fullest and richest eontiatttm.S:egrowt.h snd development 

of the Christian l1fe*1
, (2) ar-e th~ follo\vtng.~ 

1. ~4 Prov1s1on f'or assisting pupil in the $X- · 

perieno.e ot a. growing eo:mnwtion wit.h the :f'Sther. This 

ex-ver1ence will be through a gl'owing fellGH'H:!h1:p with Jesus 

human f'ellow$h1p in the :tlizn1.1;y, ehureh ~ .. nd elf!,aor.;here. 

2 .. ?rov1s1on for fello-wship art of worship, 

with help of rm.t~ia other ~rts. 

3 .. Constrt.tctive remedim.l social s..ettvi:t-ise; 

which 1nelude the mlsE;1ons.ry enterprise. 

grow-

1ng disesrruuent~ .foresight and d011ber.ation .. 

5. rrov1aion for illumination from the Bible, 

his-tory, t:&<l'~enee current events. tt (3) 

'rbe eur-rieUlU$., then. mu.at be ~.Ac a. course 1n 

adequate Christian 11 v1ng,. All parts at the p:c~ogram should 

(1) Bb··mtngham,. I~ea Spr1ng8, Maxton. C:learwater ... 

( 2) Bach:lla.n, • E., In 'tCUrt"'ieul·um" class~ .. Y.. 

(}) Yo-.,ul~,. "tThe ;t;:et7:k nay Cm1reh School 1n r~elll Yo~ku, p. 19. 
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riculum 1s truly &duaati1ona1 and truly religloue can thEt 

week day ebureh schOol &Xi)!'let a perraaneBt place 1n our modem 

$ducat1on..a1 systea. 

D. Leadership for week 

States .. 

Religious Instruction 1n ~outbern 

Matters or organization and ~ uitahle couraes of study 

are considerations of great importance but· the real value &nd 

su:ee$EH~ of ~t.ny week- day ehu.rch aoh.ool dependent very large-

ly u.pon its 18ttderah1p. It .has been recognized in the ex-

etlce of t tnern StB.tes thrtt th.a teachi.tlg in the week 

day church s__.ehool must not. fall below tba level of that t>e-

quired tha public schools t::>f the same com;nu..'11ty ... Thia is 

a fort·t..mate demand. but, as has b &en nE:t1d, t.hi s raqtdre:nent 

alone aa.rr1ea w1 th it no guarantee of sa tie :fsct.o.l:."Jr lea,der­

sh1.p in week -d..~y relig,hou.s 1ru~tru.ot1on. fie believe tru'tt it 

1s neaeasary tor the teacher of relie;1on to be religious. 

are not looking so much for leaders th the ability to 

impart knowledge s..s for those. who are r'"ble ~o lead ou..r boys 

and girls into 11 veg that. ara 1nspr1ed th the ~ ~J1:r1 t and 

ideals of the Great Interpreter of L1f'e. Although. the 

apiritaal qu~.,lities are !iO!nawhat 1nt&ngible • they m~y 

evidenced in the high purpose of the 'teacher in her de-

votion to ta.s.k. !bEt teacher's personality a~ seen in 

sincerity, enthusiasm, -sympathy personal appearance 

ar•e eona1derations of great importance in the auacess of the 

weak day ehuroh school. In addition to the gener~l ed~ca­

tion z-,-~qu!re!llent and the speolf1c training in religious edu­

cation. t hers '!lust be ~~rovtu·~ion for eont1nued growth throagll 
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~ersonal reading, part1oipe.tion in oonferencea, obsarvatlons, 

of similar work, and other means 'r'lhich will afford a well­

roun:t ed grow-th. The ta!!k or week day religious instruction 

it1 t.he SOUthern States ill of suf'fic1ent proportions and poB­

E&ib111t1es to challenge the best lat\derahip e:va1la.ble. To 

be satisfied with· anything leas 1s to betray the best inter­

eats of the \'.1 ork .. 

have found in this investigation a large demand for 

more religious 1natruet1on in the southa:rn • It .l"las 

been that anything other than a tr~ly educational ap-

in pro-pogati..flg religious instruction 

effective. 

states 1nd1vid.ually collact~vely are thorough-

ly committed to tv1o important prineipies: universal educa-

tio.n. , artd. religious 11bert.y 1 the final result of wh1eh has 

bean tt.ta un.avoidabla el1minatiot1 of relisioua tr\1-etion 

fz~om the pu.b11o aehool .. 

religious instruction involves serious legal diffiettlt1es 

invariably resu.l ts in tbe the disapproval. of the court. a. 

desi:r·e of a peculiarly homogenecn.U} ao-:Euln.lnity cannot be 

gratified in violat1on of the laws of the state. state 

is rasi:>onsible for the EJabools 1$r'itt':l.in its borders. 

the basis for ~ cooperative re-

lation between the pu.blie school and the c.~urch has been 



established in recant years without 1ntr11~ng on religious 

liberty. These is ru1 increasing tendency t0ward the use ot 

wide variance con-

earning the use of public scrool property. noubtful a.r:~:~ange­

ments should. be discouraged.. Gl"anting pu.bl1e school credit 

tor religious instr~etion 1s not Widely practiced. l~rger 

use of this form of cooperation would probably conducive 

to better work in week day relig1oaa instruction. 'rhe tteg-

ligible amount of t1t~e required to record the credits be 

tH>.n~tl''Ued 89 a violation of the pr•!nciple of se._:,·cJara:tion of 

church and state. Th.ia pose1b1lity should be guarded against. 

The r~sronsfbili ty for raligi.ou.s sduea,tion been 

given to the church, together with the home.. should re-

a11!t& it as her cb.1ef tunctton. The 111eek-d~y ehureb school 

is a pl'Oduct or her awakening to this responsibility. 

The various types of schools reported in 

are evidence of the mareealtig ·t«1dene;r toward coopera-

t1on among the denom!nat!ono. The different d~~o~!nat!ona 

wst ap:,reciste the need or heart~ oooparation if this move­

ment 1ft to be successful. 

The oooperst1va community type of eehool 

allows for deno~tnat1onal anterprlse donducive to better 

supervision, better organization. more adectu.ata equ.1pmsnt 

and more >llf.f'1e1ently tre.inea perrt.,onnel. It been s11own 
where -

tb.at/flall cooperation among the chu:reb.es exist1 religious 

instruction tends to esta:b11sh 1teel:f along improved linas 

of progressive eduet'ttion &'\d. the work of tile week day church 

school can then lle recognized by the ptibl1.c school system. 
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The aim of education de:nan.ds that religi.ot.ts instruc­

tion have a place in the general system oft;Jduoatlon. The 

c.orretllation ot relig~. ous and seou.lstr :i.nstruetion 1s a.b­

e!olutely necessary in order to give the ehild a unifie<i ex­

perience. The public school must look to the church to fur­

n1tlh the real dynana1c of character educat1on. This relation 

of interdependence between the ehureh and state 1s con-

ducive to mutual and ha.rmoniou.s cooperatio11 1n education. 

have not prote.ssed to find. a perfect plan of rel1-

1nst~~ction. It is probable t~~t we shall never ar­

rive at each a pla..l"l. This study, how"aver, has led us to 

ooaclttde that au.ch a psrallel syst0m of i.'f&ek-day ohllrch 

schools as has been described, whan correlated in ~p1r1t 

as well as 1:n letter, offers the beat aolut:1.on available 

at present for s unified education in a social system au.ch 

as ours. 

An executive of a great corporation in the North a.'l'l­

quired of a southern man, 11 ffbJ' is 1t tM.t the people of yOVI:" 

section have not awakened and gone ZO.rw&~. as they have in 

ouz•s?li With the obvious desire to include an apology in his 

reply • tha southerner asked, ut11hare have you. gOll&'tu tie went 

on to say th~t he believed it was to a matel"1al1st1e view of 

life, o~itt1ng the vital elements that life complete &~d 

to a feeling of an1moa1ty between the people work and 

tho~e for whom they work -- a condition of chaos from m1ch 

there rau.at a turning back ultimately. "By the time Y<>JJ. 

get back to the forks of the roadu, he added, ''perhaps we 
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will be .ttere ready to movf! forward in th~ right direction 

unemcumbered by things that mtJ.~t be t.u:uaa.rned .. H (1) 

T.h.e New south mu~ :~~,any cho1c~n to make on her forward 

journey and will have to observe wetl the s 1gna of the ro!1.d. 

if she 11 not to d1aap~o1nt the Bo~th@rner of the above 

a.u.ot.ed conversa:ttion .. 

Stat1st.tcs nsve been. bro~ht forth shom,ns the !'\law 

south • s unprecedented advance 1.n . eeonomtca the forward 

~teps in e4ueat1on. {2) She ia r1ghtft.tlly proud ,of nat· new 

found power. It 1s well to reoall 1 however, that the watch 

hae 1ts · ma1n-epr1ng and the loeomot1ve its throttle. E:Very 

power large or smal1 to be profitable must nave its control­

power along with its conqueat ... powar. Let us !tl&ke sure that 

the South ia b~1lding a rounded education~l program 

whcu~e dynamic of control is functioning along with 1 ts power 

of COU.t}t'h'tSt • 

(l,) A Pereona1.1y audited conversP.t1on. 

{2) Chapter !II, p • .93' 
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