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CRISES OF MOTIVATION
Texts II Corinthians 5:16~-20
August 25, 1968

¥From now on, therefore, we regord no one from a human point of views
even though we once regarded Chrigt from a human point of view, we regard
him thus no longer. Therefore, if any one ig in Christ, he is a new crege
tiony the old has passed away, behold, the new has come. All this is from
God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry
of reconciliations that is, God was in Christ reconciling the world 4o
himgelf, not counting their trespasses agoinst them, and entrusting to usg
the message of reconciliation, So we are ambagsadors for Christ, God making
hig appeal through us. We beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled
to God," ’

~-IT Corinthiang 5: 16-20

The Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches which met at Uppsala,
eden July 5-20 of this year was significant for two main reasons., First, it had
2 importance for the whole life of the church in providing a forum to think

ough many of the vital issues of our faith in the context of 1968, Secondly,
meeting was important in the fact that the gathering itself was the most all-
lusive world meeting of the last few years (apart from U.N, meetings), and,
nerefore, helped to reveal the state of the world in 1968,

In the paper, Leflections on the World Council of Churches, I have tried to
etch in some of the new presuppositions and realities of our age that were made
wivid at the Fourth Agsenbly: the New World configuration that has partly replaced
ibe older Cold War aligmments with the new tensiong of 1968 between developed and
mnderdeveloped countries. Another painful reality is the pervasive mood of anxiety
at exists in all parts of the world today. The reasons vary from place to place
ut the fear feels the same in every place whether it is the worry of underdeve-
Joped nations concerning sluggish economic growth and the widening wealth and tech~
wlogy gap between these younger countries and the richer, industrialized oness
it may be the anxiety of Americans for example deeply troubled over the national
controversy concerning Viet Nam or the Youth Revolt that has swept like a brush
fires or it may be the fears in Bastern Burope regarding the breakdown in the goli-
@arity of the Warsaw Pact countries and what this collapse will mean, The list
eould go on and on from region to region. Added together these anxieties and other
gzgredients ag well have produced what the distinguished World Council of Churches
deader Dr, W, A, Vigser d'Hooft described as a Criseg of Motivation. What it means
is that at this moment in human history there is a general slump among many peopley
fhere is a tendency to draw back, to withdraw from active encounter. To put it
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vy, there is a low grade infection that has gtruck at the roots of the
ie sources of motivation in the lives of men and their gociety. A1l
hese sources of motive are in disrvepair,

. The ideological source of mobtivation is in a slump. That is to say, the
of great concepts and ideas upon the way we live. Ideology is in trouble
ever before. The great themes and ideals of the human experience are
sway men and concretely influence daily living the way they once did,
sity student wrote the following -

w1y 22 years old and I'm tired, America has worn
me out. I don't believe in God, and I don't believe
that America ig the golden center of the universe, You
can get away with not believing in one of these, but
not: both," A
Anonymous
Iife Magazine

today to improvise from situation to situation with very Iittle, if ahy.

ence to larger truths. This breakdown in ideology is worldwide. In the

pist countries the doctrine of Karl Marx is losing its grip, Bven the mogb

Bsive aspects of the Marxist dream of social golidarity and justice have been

d by the essential weakness of man himself, his incurable bureaucracy, his
for power and personal advantage.

" The various ideologies of what we call the free world are in trouble too.
see it, our problem is vagary; we have only the most minimal sense of public
ism. We hove made sc much of the value of freedom and, indeed, it is our
sning achicevement nevertheless, where i1t turne selfish and insular, freedom
sins to drift aimlesely from desire o0 desire without meaning or purpcose. Such
iberty is carefree and velf-indulgent, it lacks greatness, so that as with the
isms of the left or right, i1t too collapses from within,

(2) There is also the interpersomal source of motivation. This is that
;ztck sense of onencss and obligation that I feel toward people because of the
dationship we share, 1968 has been a hard year on human relationships. We find
 very casy to walk out on each other, don't we! Ve structure our lives so that
rthing deep in interpersonal relationships is minimized, kept under control,

s vegult of this isolation is that the vital interpersonal building block of
giety has been weakensd. We just do not care enough about the people around usg
| find any stimulus to positive action on cur part,

(3) There is a third, the pragmatic souce of motivation. Thig is that dyno-
of logic that influences us when we recognize the practical gain that follows
particular course of action. But even this amoral, mathematical origin for
stive power has been undermined by the widespread loss of self-confidence that

s characterized thig year for so many of us, There are growing numbers of

ople who are afraid to count up the obvious data and afraid to come up with the
£al, ,perhaps so0 intimidated by previous failure or imagined future failure that
acktion at all is ventured. DIvery crisis is met with a "wait-and-see" proposal
poping either that someone elsge will make the decigive moves or that perhaps if
wait quietly enough the crisis will disappear.

(4) There is the spiritual souvce of motivation which is the most basic
all, I nmecan the inward source for all cutward action which is rooted. in a
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e vidunl discovery of the answer to the most generic questions of livings ”
=", "What am I worth?", "What am I living for?® But these inward discoverydd
and most of the time most of us are wwilling to risk making them. Therce
bave little else left to us but to attach ourselves to various immediate,
fads and causes only to feel hurt and cheated by these at the end of each

when the style clanges and leaves both the fad and us behind. One year it is
dead", the next LSD and the hippie gencration, the next yippiedonm.,

=t is the cure for motivational sickness? In the case of ideology the power
sater idea is the only thing that can edge out an inferior idea, There is
‘mow a need for meaningful public ideology and there are I believe encouraging
that it is cmerging., Here in the Philippines this is one fact that is exci-
in the development of the Christian Social Movement which is endeavoring to
‘Shrough and advance public idealism in the cause of nation building, ILvery
Sy nust have at ite core men and women who are continuously working at the
and hopes of the social order and are dedicated to the proposition tint we
sver coast without worthy goals., Freedom, for instance is a reality that must
ed by every member of the society or it is not really authentic. It must be
pstood as a bage from which responsibility grows or it is at best a wasting
8. Therefore, the cure for ideoclogy illness is better ideology, growing ideo-
ys,infectious ideology and this means a nucleus of people who care enought to work
and give themselves to it, Ve, as Christions, are inevitably drawn into such
sk, Concein for public ideology is a natural for a Christian because the Gospel
esus Chiist has rewmarkable social implications that we dare not keep quiet about.
prefore, if any one is in Christ, he is a new creations the old hag passed awaye.e'™
se of the Gospel we camnot acceptinjustice, glavery, the demoralization of
Eviduals or minorities. We must be hard at work in %he growth of meaningful pub-
idealigm,

(2) To rebuild interpersonal relationships takes time and work. Some of us
need to dare to reverse the present drift toward superficiality. We may not
ble to solve everyone else's problems but we can certainly build meaningful
ges toward people ourselves. A single bhappy home hag a contagious influence
ond its deors and genuine interpersonal interest and friendship is now rare
ish that it has a very significant impact wherever it is experienced.

(3) In order to increase pragmatic motive power, we will bhave to prove to
selveg and to humanity that there actually are sound solutions to the complicated
fues of 1968 and that these solutions will work, The only way thig can happen?if

and women are creative enough to try the threefold pragmatic approach:

1. Get a firm hold on an issue and vy to realistically add up its various
2. Do something definite to solve either a small or large part of the problems
3., See if it works,

Just a week ago one of our laymen who represents a large U.S, corporation and
were digcussing the very difficult problem of the unemployment and underdeployment

youth in the imner city which is a wmajor ingredient in the urban breakdown of
e and order, both here in the Philippines and in the U.S. Hany of these young

are high school dropouts, unskilled and by nost traditioral standards unemplo-
Bble., That is the problem, but what is the solution? Let me tell you what some
Sems ave doing: Here is one of them. They are mobilizing employment procedures
Bat break all of the rules. They are sending teams of employment recruiters into
Bse ghettos just like they do to college campuses. They are hiring unenployed
guth for jobs and then urging them to show up for work by 8:00 a.m,, if possible.
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£ these young men have only occasionally got up in the morning before 10:00
seause the social life on the strects is evening-oriented.) If the new enplo-
out after several days on the job, the company sends their team back into
mer city to find their man and urge him to opt in favor of work, rather than
Slternatives. In some cases it means transporting an employee each day to the
bere he can work, When you think about it this approach to a very gerious hu-
B8 social rwroblem is revolutionary--it doesn't seem to fit in with business
Scality or long-established traditional employee~employer practices, but the

=m was too staggering and urgent for the old ways and the old presuppositions.
mply took pragmatic courage and initiative to try a new way, to open new roads
Mer o give forgotten and disestablished citizensg a real chance.

(£) The gpiritual source of motivation.is the most bagic of all. The real

2 for our time is this: Is there any way to heal the inner brokenness, that
1 war, the harassment that a man feels within his own soul? The World Council
hes theme for the Fourth Assembly was the blunt affirmation from the Book
lations chapter 2135, "Behold, I make all things new," I believe that Jesus
st ig the only one able to fulfill man's spiritual longings which in the pro-
lest sense are the prior force behind his ideologiecal, interpersonal and even
atic creativity. Let us ask Christ to come within our lives and integrate that
k is at loose cndg within each one of us md grant to us and our fellow men that
oh we need g0 urgently in our time -- genuine newness. '
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