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"Do not be conformed to this world but be transfomed by the renewal
of your mind, thmt you may prove what is the will of God, what is good
and acceptable and perfect. i

"For by the grace given to me I bid every one among you not to think
of himgelf more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober
judgment, each according to the measure of faith which God has agsigned
him. For as in one body we have many members, and all the members do
not have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ,
and individually manbers one of another, Having gifts that differ
according to the grace. given to us, let us use thems if prophecy, in our
gerving; he who teaches, in his teachingj he who exhorts, in his exhortation;
he who contributes, in liberality; he who gives aid, with zeals he who
does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness,

"ot love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast o what is goods
16ve one another with brotherly affection outdo one another in showing
honor, Never flag in zeal, be aglow with the Spirit, serve the Lord.
RBejoice in your hope, be patient in tribulation, be congtant in mrayer.
Contribute to the needs of the saints, practice hospitality.

"R1egs those who persecute youj bless and do not curse them. Rejoice
with those who vejoice, weep with those who weep., Live in harmony with
one anothers do not be haughty, but associate with the lowlys; never be
- conceited, Repay no one evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble
S in the sight of all, If possible, so far as it depends upon you, live
peaceably with all, Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to
the wrath of God; for it is written, Wengeance is mine, I will repay,
says the Iord.! No, 'if your ememy is hungry, feed himg if he is thirsty, -
give him drinks; for by so doing you will heap burning coals upon his head.'
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.™ :

= Romong 123 2-21

| Thig ig the way Paul concludes the letter to the Romans. He summong the
Sstions in Rome to build creative relationships inwardly and outwardly.
A's emphosis is individual but the implications are clearly social,

. Bthics from the Christian perspective is an individual responsibility as
l as o comnunity involvements for us the two are ingeparable, Here we differ
B movements which ave either one or the other,

| Mysticism, for exemple, is the absorption and total preoccupation of the

* with the self, Theoretical spiritual additives are generously thrown in to

» alive the sense of wonder and mystery. The emphasis, there fore, of mysticism
vk and separate individuwalism, The result is an esoteric fomm of ethics



S

etely depende t upon the individual's own criteria which is inwerdly con-

fed in the last analysis, I respond outwardly whar I feel like it and toward
appeals to my present state of mind.,

&n opposite view of ethical involvement is characterized by Marxism, In the
of Marxisgm an outward fact takes precedence over oveTwihlng inward or indie
and that outward fact is the dialectic of history, the revolution., The

>d sense of 1nd1v1dua1 values and even 1ntovpevsona1 values are de~emphasized
0tal obligation to the wlole, .

Both of these on051ues vesth in a simplified ethical challenge for the
Wwidual, In the first case ob11gatlap originates from within the chasm of my
feelings and desire, Therefore what feels good is good, In the second
ance, such personal problems as being true to the self ( truth telling), etc.,
subordinated to the clearcut goals of the revolution, For +the sake of the

of the mas SEEE] I am uhop emmmcipated from all personal inner obligation,

The Chrigtian is called,to a harder task than these two by far, The
stian is called ag Christ's servant to inner integrity and self-acceptance:
_is freedomsand to outward social obligation as Chvlst's gervant for the
shbor and the social whole: This 1& discipleship, Chiistian ethics ig indi-
gl and ipuewpersonal._ It is the prlvabe unique choice and the social 1mp11-
on., How exactly do Christians make ethical choices? If we reject the simple
al to our immediate feelings or the over-riding %gocial ends Justify means®
most social movcmonus, then how do we come up in particular situations with
Sstian solutions o comp11C°*ed human igsuves?

First of all let us consider the dynamlcs that are involved in all human

ssion making, Choices are made in present ty immediate situations, and these
ees both _u“ve and small, are. yrlmgvl y determined by how we feel-aboub

‘other two tenses of ouwr ex1stopc0° the gt and the future., Ponder for a
ent these two crucial tenses:

- The Past Tenge: What I do now in the present ig greatly affected by what has

f: ed in the past tenses of my life. The residue of rast disappointments that
ve toward other people is a good example, I know of people who are unable

establish meaningful friendships on a day by day basis because in the past:

F were disappointed in a friendship they once had., My own past failures and

cumulation of pagt defeat is another roadblock 4o an individual's ability to

? creatively with the mesent situation., In this case, my own previous fail-

umerve present gelf-confidence at trying, Another destructive foree is

gnowing presence of old battles from the past that are kept alive long after

amistice, In this case there are real, though usually exaggerated injuries

are not permitted to fade away because they serve in the present as an

e for our own brutality or apathy toward situations and people who remind

the old warfare, Such a person lives the most tragic existence of all

se he lives hurtfully toward others and feels justified in doing so because

4Ae deception in his own mind that previous grievances have a sacrosanct right

mfluence the present. He allows himself the right to condemn and write off

;x- who may even remotely appear similar to an ancient enemy.

No one escapes this simple fact that the met when unresolved makes an indi-
2l o very poor observer of the present and blunts all reslistic and creative
mnter with the present unique situation, CGunnar Hyrdal in his classic book

2 Drama, accuses both Commurist and Western scholars with thig past
infirmity. He maintains that Marxist writers have never been good social
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entists because of a predetemined adherence to past tense conclusions and
o8 gravely hinders their studies of the Agian situation., "In the Communist
tries, bias is massively and systematically incorporated in the approach to
social, economic and political problems, and has been hardened into a stale
sese It is no accident that we way search in vain fo important and ori-
1 contributions by social scientists in the Communist countries to the
entific discusgion of development problems in the poor countries.” p.ll,
an Drama,

He also accuses ﬁ'ste_z scholars of an unregolved past tense too., He main-
ns that Westerners cannot get over a colonial period mentality in their view
South Agia and their leelLQgs of guilt or pride for that colonial heritage
e blurred the ability to see problems clearly and afresh in 1969,

The Christian has 11 of the some variety of past tenses at work within his
ife too, but if he has the courage to look, there is a new fact tlnt startles
im, Across the path of both bad and good past tenses has come Jesus Chrigts
refore, I am called to make mwesent tense decisions in defiance of the past,
ul puts it this way in Romans: "Do not be conformed +to +this world."™ J. B,
111ips has translated this phrase to "Do not let the world squeeze you into
ts own pattern...." Karl Barth electing the aliternate Greek text tranglates
e sentence ag followss

"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God -~ which is your
veritable worghip of God! -- and not to fashion you:'olvo according to
the present fomm of this world, but &CCOlePg to its coming transforma-
tion, by the renewing of yowr mind, that ye may prove what is the will
of God, even what is good and acceptable and pexrfect :

~ The Ipistle to the Romans
p. 424 - Karl Barth

In other words, because of the victory of Jesus Christ we need not allow
the mst to mortgage the futbture or present. The past has logt ite invincibility
for the Christian and thisg liberation from my own sing, the sins of othersg and
the old battles of the n;si opables me to congider the mresent on its own merits
and make a genuinely relevant,liberated move in the present. The past has its
true importance in having g uled the resource of experience, but Christ's
victory over death les disarmed it of petmanence and, therefore, I can defy its
negative grip upon the prese 1t move, How does this work in actual practice?
Perhaps 2 particular present issue involves people or groups who have in the
past done hamm. Poul warng us 'do not be squeezed by o bad past tense but be
transformed by a new mind." If I take the gospel seriously I am forced to allow
the sitvation today to take on a new shape and if I obey the gospel and do not
unmercifully Joad the mresent tense with my previous anger, then it is vory
probable that a genuine new can occur,.

But the future tense is even more crucial than the mst. How I look at the
future will influence what I do in the present more profoundly than how I gsuffer
from the past.

If I bold wnrealistic myths and mroject them into the future, then all
effective present tenge action is distorted. In a recent isgue of the Atlantic
Honthly a leading authority on the Middle Bast Charles Yost has written a fasci-
natving article that indicates how disastrous futuristic myth can become, The



gle is entitled "The Myths that Block Peace.” He has-this to say:

"The principal myths on the Israeli gide are (1) the belief that places
‘holy to Jews must be under exclusive Israeli administration, regardless of
‘whether or not they are alsgo holy to Muslims and Christians; (2) the feel-
ing that superior political, technological, and commercial competence on

¢ part of the Israelis (at least those of European origin) confers upon
them inmate superiority and preponderant rights over the inferior Arabs;
(3) the claim that Israel has no responsibility for Arabs who have chosen
<o flee from Isracli territory and whose lands and property have been
L faken over by Israel or by Israeli citizens; (4) the belief that "strategic®
boundarics and military strength can provide to a nation of less than 3
million people, confronted by 20 times that many adversaries, more perma-
nent security than could an agreed settlement and international guarantees
(5) the belief that massive retaliation against Arab villages for terrorist
mids into Israel will check those raids and promote Israeli security;
(6) +he belief that there will be substantial further Jewish immigration
" into Israel, which will justify occupying additional territory.
"The principal myths on the Arab sgide are (1) the belief that places
- holy to Muslims must be under exclusive Arab adninistration, regardless of
shether or not they are also holy to Jews and Christianss (2) the claim
that Igrocl ig illegitimate and.must be destroyeds (3) the claim that,
after defeat in three wars, Arab dignity and manhood can be restored only
. by more bloodshed and by eventual military victorys (4) the illusion that
. this victory can be achieved by acquiring sophisticated arms which their
technically untrained populations are unable to use effectively; (5) the
claim that all Palestinians who have fled from Israel and all their des-
cendants have the right to return to Israel and to recover the properties
Lshey logt; (6) the claim that, until this right is recognized and enforced,
Bl estinians are justified in carzying out acts of terrorism against inno-
mt Israelis, and that such acts of terrorism will shake Israeli resolu-
Son and s trengthen the Arab cause,”
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- CHARLES YOST
"The Myths That Block Preace!
pp. 83-84, The Atlantic

g absence of all myths and dreams of the future is pessimism, The pessi-
Sutlook toward the future has infected many people in cur time. This is
sson who disposes of local airrency in order to hoard gold, He has
asainst the economic future of his society and in fact his act will

r help to realize what he dreaded, He g removed economic capability
mresent which could have been invested in industry and economic growth
> of gold which is static and the classic symbol of fear in face of the

@ do you honestly feel about the future? I meet a lot of pessinists
By who are hedging againgt the future by every means they can afford.

for the Christian, across the poth of the future stands Jesus Christ,
% of higtory, Therefore, we must defy our fears and wager with all of
=y upon the task that is set before us in the present. We are not
the future because Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and

— and the future is in his hand,

‘this sort of note, Paul concludes his letter to the Christians at Rome.
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= people who he addressed with blunt disregard for their feelings when
them of the judgment of God upon all that is unreal and sinful, But,

> same people he shared the gospel that had been given to him in Jesus
the new Adam who knows us and has identified with our lives and has

3 us. Paul told of the painful experience of his batile with his own

] weakness and the hope that came out of that battle in his discovery
i's grace is able to sustain us in our discipleship, He told them about
, the holy histoxy of Israel and of the New Israel, the church, He called
an to follow Chrisgt realistically and genuinely and he challenged the

an to live out the implicati ons of God's love., His words still ring



