
mTRO.DUCTION_ 

The possibility of faith means that the huMan personality makes meaningful 
choices and weighs options in the mking of those choices. 

There are many evia_ences that conspire in favor of and/or against faith in God 
so that an indi vidua.l either trusts or doubtso The choice is never made in isola.-
tion from t he whole context of life. This contextual fact gives the three studies 
doubt ru.1 0a2,thy relev/JJlce in trot each of these men Peter, Thomas, John, faced the 
crises of fai'ch and doubt from wi thin a concrete und distinctive situation. 

These tbree studies in doubt ar0 dedicated to the student g0neration, and ull 

who wonder secretly and aloud_ about every'chi1,g. 

I 

JOHN THE BAPTIST 

Have you ever doubted God; }1.nve you angrily confirmed to yourself enough 
evidences that demanded the doubt of God Is sheer reality or what is perhaps  
wo2�se  his love, his justice? The kind of doubt I mean is primarily moro.l; it 
is founded upon disappointment in God. It is not so much the question of his 
existence th..at needs confinnation but the more serious question: his 
responsibility f or history and to history. John the fuptist became such o. mo.n 
o.t the most crucial moment of life. 

Here is a strong-willed rna.n, a man with 11 cause. He is a mystic in the

greatest tradition of Jcb.e Biblical :prophets, a wilderness man who rod refused the 
coMparati ve security of the priestly role within institutional religion in order 
to s:p3ak with freedom and integrity to the whole cultural situation of first cen- 
tury Palestine. He is himself a moral figure of unquestioned stuture and as a 
prophet he fulfilloa_ the aspiration of every prophet in anointing the Messiah him 
self, Jesus, the I.o.mb of God" Jobn was so sure ·of that Jesus that he was willing 
to commend his own followers to foEow him and to himself plant every ho:r;e in that 

·Christ. Job11 was cerJcain t1'a t Jesus would be ·the change in the ages, the one who
would personally Hweep away the old order and bi�ing in th e new. Joh.n was completely
convincod that Jesus was the ChI-ist of God. 11He must increase. I must decrease.

But now in one split second everything is in dw.ger and Jolm is himself the 
victim of the whim of little, p0tty people who hold the political power of Herod's 
Monarchy. It is a bitter irony that at many moments in history the little, tri 
vial :people seem to be in control of the symbols of public power. :Mi:my men like 
Jjohn the Baptist have been swallowed up by the lethal tragedy of such moments. 
This personn,l c1,ises stirs up wi thin bis cleep0 st self overwhelmi:ng doubt toward 
the friend that ho had trusted so totally. And there is still a more troubling 
reason for doubt. Not only is Joh.11 pei;-so11D,l1_;y_ in danger but :his cause is nlso 
shaken to its foundntion. Christ was to have established pence and prophetic 
justice and th e reign of Almighty God so that all th e meaninglessness of men's 
corrupt forms would bo sho:'cter0d.- But tb.e re are no results and months have passed 
since Jora_an. His own imprisonment in Herod I s dungeon is symbolic to him there
fore of' th o wookness of that certitude that he }1.nd loved and upon which he rod 
wagered everything. 
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Here is 11 profound_ly deep man whose doubts a...Te of the gravest substance. 
He once believed so much and now doubts everythlng to �e c ore. Some people 

· doubt God o.s casually ns they doubt the ten dn.y "lea. -ther forecast. They never
really ever believed anything so far ahead anyway so the doubt came easily. Such
doubts like the d_oubt of God gr01rn.ded in a distaste for Noah's ark @d the animals
two by two only e11.gc1ge the surface. John I s doubts are more important than tha.t
beco.use he ra1.lly loved Jesus of Nazareth and tl"'llsted as greatly as a mo.n can
honestly trust. Now he questions everything:

(1) His own earlier convictions and OJ."!.nouncements "Behold the Lamb of
Goa_ who taketh away the sin of th e world."

(2) Cb.i,ist himself, the on e in whom he believed.

In this dark mood Job11 sends his disciples to Jesus with the plaintive 
question: 11.Ai'e you he who is to corn.0 or should_ we look for another?" John is 
the father of o.11 who ever doubted* because there are not men who rove ever 
doubted mo1'e deeply. Anet yet in the midst of his skepticism he remains the greo.t 
JIM. ttShould we look f or n.nother 11 Job11 intends to search on to find the Messiah. 
Re is broken but not empty His wager still holds true o.na_ he remains committed 

a 

to truth ) and committed to the fnct tbnt Goel must somehow, somewhere show 
rimself. He intends to keeping up tho search as lo:o.g as he lives and questions 
ca.n well up in li.i s chest. John's doubtc are not evasive or entertaining 
questions asked over o, beer to 01!.liven a a_ull evc:ming_. Here is doubt that rolls 
out for  truth to justify itself if it en.n o If Job1"!. 1 s question is unanswered then 
o.11 of life fa pointless after ci,11. 

Jobn is als o the fa.th.Gr of nll who evm' haa_ faith. Mixed insep:iro.bly within 
bis agonizing doubt is faith in its most costly form. Joli-11 does not cry ou.t his 
quostion impersonally, shouting over his guitar at the paying customers, but to 
the only one he can t:rust with such a questio11 - Jesus of Narareth himself. He, 
at this lust hro.'d moment of his life, knows that only one man wi 11 understand his 
fear ru.10_ his question. Joli.11 t:r.·usts Cb.1,ist with the question. He asks Christ to 
speak for himself and this is fai th in its most generic form.. In fact there and 
more genuine belief iE this basic encounter between beaten John the fuptist ari.d 
Jesus Christ than in most of the evasive n.c3-oration of religious flattery trot ms 

flooded Cri..1.'i stendom since that honest hom.�. In this unforgettable event once and 
for all it was settlecJ_ that men c.;ould opeEly m11"!.0U1"!.ce to God tb0il' reo,l feelings 
without fnkery or m,Humed piety and the God of truth could in such encounters 
bi•ing resoluti on with liberating integrity. "It is good to be weary a:ri.d worn out 
in the vo.in pursuit of the true good_ so that we may open our nuns to the redeemer." Pascal. 

What cioes Jesus do with John th e Baptist I s q_u0stion? "In that hour he heal
ed ••• 11 Jesus acted. in behalf of particulm' men. The Chi-i st who is "word and work0 

becomes both to John mlc1 in first orcier ho is .event to John. He do es on o.n incli
vidool 8,nd p erso11nl scale the vast things Jobi"!. 0x]_X)ct0a_. He do es take hold of the 
hurtful empires of this nge and sweeps them nvrny, not in impressive program of 
impersonal nmgni tude but where mercy and truth count most, in individual and :r;nr
ticular instances. (This is the deepest meani:r.g of all of Jesus I miracles of 
healing.) Jesus gets in dangerously cl ose to suffering, evil, pain, gl?ief, pover
ty not by public pronom-:_cement but by indi,d.cl-i.al encounter. He touched the leper. 
He forgave the non-foi'givable. Finally� soon afJi;e1' Job11 1 s death, Jesus was to 

* Note Thielicke I B development of this thesis in Ch,·ist and the Menning of Life •.
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talrn these murdei,ous realities actually and concretely upon himself. T}l.is is the 
Lord Is reply to Job1. ! Simply and quietly his own sheer prescmce in the midst of 
rog-edies like tho one Job11. was suffGring. 

Then without pi·etcmse Jesus quotes to the mystified disciples of Job1 the 
ClD.UZing v.Qrds of Isaiah 5 "then tho eyes of the blind shall be opened, and ,ch e 
oors of tho d(:Jaf m1sto pped, then shall t he lame mm1. leap like a b.u:i.,t, and the 
tongue of the dmnb sing for joy. F'or waters sr.,D,11 b reak forth in the wildc:eness, 
n.nd streams in the desert ••• " "Tell John this u Jesus speaks to t hat rugged Pro
phet in the words of m1.otb.02· conccmtrn. ti on C<..'Ui1IJ JXL'Ophet. How sensitive the Lord 
is to the feelings ru1.a_ need_s of men. Job11 will u.rn::Lersto.nd because he too is a 
prophet, ru1d_ a g-reator 01,.e tr1an Isaiah. 

The w ords for each mnn differ which itself is symbolic of tho integrity of 
men and God. Vfo fina_ it bard to really understa.ud Jesus I words to Jolm as tho 
stagebnnds in Ivio.clrosh 1 s J.B. Jobn tho Baptist's disciples cm1.J.1.ot understand_ 
Job11 the Baptist Is resolution 9 

but John 1JJ.1.derstood them and_ mixed with the Lord's 
nets they resolved h.is question, The fact is timeless that the dee]X?st reply 
to man's morc:i,l cloubt of Jesus Ch:dst is t he sheer presence of Christ himself as 
word and work, gospel and 0V(fflt. The mm1. who gi·ea tly doubts God should cry out 
his a_isti11.cti ve qu,:')stion to God himself m1d the God wh o knows our names wi 11 speak 
for himself in terms that we can 1JJ.1.derstm1.d. 

II 

THOMAS 

Here is o, di ff01.·011.t Bort of mnn than Jobn the Baptist. vVherea.s the Baptizer 
is o.n mvosomo and impressive figm·e upon the Biblical scene, Thomas is quieter 
and in fact except for sketchy soEtences here and_ there he is ha,rdly noticed in 
the New Testrnnent accou11.ts. But the foui·th gospel pi�escmts a very touching and 
brief cmcountor of this '11homns with his doubts and his Lord. The narrative is 
John 20:24-31: 

Hjifow Thomas, one of the twelve, callc;C:I. the Twin, wa.s not with 
them when Jesus co,me. So the other disciples told him, uwe have 
seen the lord o " But he said to them� "Unless I see in his bands 
the print of the no.ils 1 and plac<0 my finger in the mark of the 
nails, ru1.a_ pL.1.ce my hrn1d in his sia.e

i 
I will not belic')ve.1' 

The ten other disciples bave seen Jesus i11. bis resurrection triumph and they 
are satisfied_ that Cb.ii.st indeod is alive and victorious ovor a.en.th. For some 
unoxplained reason Thorms was 11.ot v.rit1"J. them Oil that Easter Su.11.d.ay and when these 
friends tell him the good news of theil· discovery he rofuses to believe them. 
Co,refully consider his a_oubt; it is mi example of genuine intellectool skepticiEnn 
in its most commo11. form. 

Thomas I doubt is not of Cbi'ist but of the disciples I witness. It is tmir 
experience and their witness that he questions. Christ, he wi ll believe in; 
malrn no mistake about th at! He i11.sists that the historic, actual Jesus of No.za
reth toot he personally knew be foi· him the Cl:1..ri st of fro th nnd nothing other 
than this will do! Thomas is taking no chm1.ces on an nppo.rit ion or ghost, or 
"spiri tunl II  experience o For Thomas only the nctool, concrete Christ is Lord. 
He demands the Lord of real history and is not satisfied to build upon even 
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"spiritual II realitic�s that are divorced from life. In effect Thomn.s is saying 
 to the disciples: ''I followed o. mo.n named Jesus for three ;rears on d I loved tho.t.
man, I saw him die at a r0al moment, a shatteriJ:,..g o.nd concrete moment in :reo.l 
history, and I will worship tri.nt Christ but rro other Christ. If th at man is 
alive, that mn;n who suff0red I will believe the.t there is a gosp0l but I must be 
sure that it is in ti·uJch tbat Jesus who is Lord o No other lord will do, not evcm 
if God should se:rn:l a ghost or s-p irit to us. 11 

Thomas has posed_ th e classic intellectual question� Is Jesus of No.roreth 
the Christ of fo.ith? Vlho is it tm t Christianity worships? Has Christ bccm 
really vindicated? Has concrete history been in fact rudicnlly intersected? 
If the J osus who s poke u t Galilee ana. who d ieo. at Jerusalem reo.lly lives now o.nd 
reigns and empowers his gospel of life in the world of reality then history ms 
been really met with the ro.dically new. But if' the disciples li.nve in their 
grief been cbnrmed by their mn1 wishful hopJs or by perchance some spiritual 
::orces mysteriously ut work in and arow.1d tho world then nothiri..g really new rills 
happened. Vvh..y gamble yom· life on such n minor fnct or certitude as that? 

There is no othc�r philosophico.l question ns central as Thomas I doubt to the 
.;hole overwhelming contention that lies nt the hoart of the gospel--tha.t this 
Jesus Christ whom Job11 the Bapti st called the lnrnb of God is in fact o.11 tho.t 
Prophets ever hoped f or m1d more 1 

He is Almighty God speaking for Himself in 
bi story. 

When modern rno.n has doubts he doos well to synthesize the ronge of questions 
trot run tbi·ough lii,� mind into o. sorious gi.·appling of this most crucial of all 
issues--thc� one Thomas posod 11I must be sure t hat Jesus Christ is who he soid he 
wo.s o.nd that it is He thnt inspires tho fnith of my ten fellow disci ples and not 
some othor possibility c Of this I must be sure 011ough to wager everything." 

"Eight days lo.tor the di sci pl en a.re a.go.in in the Upper Room o.nd Thomas is 
with them. 11 Thin sentence fascinates me,'. Eight days of unresolved, confusing, 
increasing a.oubt must :b.£:-vo been for Thomas m1d his friends like agonizing yon.rs of 
tension m1d crises. This brief .:ientonce in Job1 1 s gospel tells me something a.bout 
Thomo.s and the Disciples md the wuy th<_jy faced up to the p11obl em of doubt. 

I. Though Thomns doubtEi tho d.isciplecJ: nffirmntion he refuses three obvious 
lu:res �

(1) Ho rejects the easy pi·ot0ctiv0 tarrif of 9y1icisrn. After 8 d.o.ys of 
doubt he sti 11 rer,w.ins with tho oi sciples, still asking bis hard and impossible 
question, quizing their exp3rience 7 trying h.1.rd to understand them and rrnke sense 
of their witness, yet still unsm·e. But thei·e is not the slightest hint that 
Thomas o.doptea. the cheap GfJcapo of mockery oi· flippancy. These corrosive defense 
mechanisms ai·e inviting options when u man is troubled by phenomena trot he co.nnot 
avoid. It costs nothing but the a.ecision to reduce the di sciples witness into a 
ridiculous dimension� m1a. perhaps support the cy11ical conclusion with various, 
easily provid.od. evicl.onces. C. S. Lowis I c:b.arming sc1.·ewtnpe devilishly o.dviees 
his assistant Wormwood to encourage such a stance for troubled modern mn.n: 

11 But flippancy is tho best Qf alL In t he first pla.ce it is very 
economical. Only o. clover human co.n mkB a real joke about virtue, 
or indeed a.bout anything else i any of them can be trained to talk 
o.s if virtue were fu�i1y. Among flippant people the joke is always
assuraed to b.o.ve been made. No one actually mnlrns it; but every
serious subject j_f; discussed in a manner which implies that they
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habit of Flippancy builcts up a.round u mun the finest armour-platiri.g 
against the enemy tbu t I know, ruJ.a_ it is quite free from the d.c.'111gers 
inherent in the othc�r sources of laughter. It is a thousand miles 
away from joyi it d0adens, instead of sharpening, the intellect; 
and it exci tern no affection between t hose who practice it • 11 

(2) The second lm·e Thomas refuses to follow is to dishonestly adopt the
faith of the disciyJlos for any of rrn:my yJossi ble ren,sons--to pl0ase his f1•iends, 
or to play it sufe w ith the odds, or in order to be "positive", etc. Thomo.s refuses 
to be anythi11g but wl:,nt he reall;y is, wl:,ich means standiri.g by wi thout the resolution 
and confidence that the disciples possessed. But his decision in favor of honest 
self'-hood will be crucial. If this new covenant is really true and if it will 
deserve the telling to all of the cities of tho worla. then it must be true, not 
apparor:i.tly true or wishfully tl'ue, or even deservably true. He does well t o  insist 
upon truth that is toto.,l o 

(3) Eight a.ays lo., ter m,d Thomas is still wi th tho disciples. He refuses
the most obvious solution to his troublesome doubt. He wi 11 not leave these 
friends who dD bolievo. Ho sta;ys wi th the community of belief though not reo.lly 
a :po.rt of it heart and boiri_g. Many times in o, sonsitivo man's life he wonders if 
it would not be better for· all concoi-·ned if he w0ro not around continually ro.ied.ng 
the difficult questions, oven by his physical presence. But now is no time for 
Thomas to leave. Solutimrn to lifo I s g"luvest issues a.re never discovered in n. 
vacuum. His best chn.Ece to find_ the deepest and most genuine resolution to his 
life will be with the co�lcrete i·elatioEsbi:ps of his life, wbrJre he knows and is 
known. 

II. The disciples uls o faco equally tempting lures in th e face of their
doubting companion and their choices are wo1·th consideri11g too. 

(L) The most obvious r;olutio1, to thi.s melancholy Thomas is to  expell him
from the disciplGs I band 01,d t hereby consolidate tho comro.deship. The betrn.yo.l of 
Judas ce:rtninly would. J:,nve muc1o them jumpy and moro cautious toward et1ch other. 
We would expect that a movement could logically" develop among the 10 to rid them
selves of this evid(.mtly mrnt�tble and ri.on-believing Thomas. But the;y do not to.ke 
this way. Eight d.ays 12.-cm· and Thomas is still 1:vi th thom9 he➔ is a hind.ranee to 
their enthusiasm and tho conti1mous i·<.,m1indei· to them of t bo :possibility tho.t they 
are the ones who are mistnken o It is to the credit of theS(-) ten men tJ:,.nt they are 
able to accept Thomas fo:;:· what ho is and tho wa·s ho is. They are thernsel ves secm·e 
enough -in Christ and their discovery of his :r·eality that they can endure the skep
tic. It is a fair assessment to rnnko that the inability of Christians to accept 
in thcir midst tho mo,i,. in the crisr.:Js of hir, faith is a sign of a low sense of 
certitude on th<'.3 pu.rt of the Christians themselvos o Tho greater the 11ctual con
fidence tm t thD Church feels regarding Ch:rist 1 s reality the more secure it is 
in the enco1.mt0r with oppositioi,." doubt and D,pathy o 

( 2) Secondly thore is not tho slightest evicl.ence of any a ttempts upon their
part to coerce Thomas into the :position of the believer. They want him to believe 
but tho ten men know the limits thnt are a.e0ply implied in the gospel. The commu
riity of faith obviously has a persuasive influence upon the individual but the 
crucial influoi,.ce must be God himself. Vfo boar witness to our discovery but God 
must authenticate himself, They realized this limi tt1 t-i on a.nd so avoided foolish 
proofs or any so cial, group pressm·es, all of which wo uld attempt to conform 
Thomas. Pascal recongnizes three sources for fui th--wri.nt he calls: re1.1son, custom 
and inspiration. Faith makes sei,.se because it is reasornble, and the community 
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of believers encourago us to believe but he wisely observes ••we are not true 
child1.·en without inspiration, no escaping the cross". In other wo rds God himself 
must settle Thomas'  peobing questions and not the disciples. There is a libe1u-
tion for tho Church in knowing of this limitation. It protects from "Snviour 
complexes" and deaclly paternalism. Tbis means that there are no intellectual 
proofs of God OJ.ld the Church bas been itself in 01.·ror whenever it proposed fo prove 
God to the world. He must sreak for himself and he do os. 

(3) Thil·clly we get no hints that the disciples took Thomas and his question lightly
which would_ h .. n. ve bem,. the Church playing the role of cynic. Especially when the Church has 
been strong li.nd respected there is the temptation to escape the troublesome issues that this 
thoughtful friend is raising by casually byJ.O,ssil."'.g the sincei·ity o.nd seriousness of the 
question and questioner. Have you ever conversed with someone who neY8r really hears what 
you are saying and in fact only waits for tho r)[l.uses so that hB can interject his 
previously prepared speech. How unlike tbis is Jesus of NiJ.ZD,i'eth! In every gospel account 
one fact is deeply impressive about Jesus' relationships with people; Ee gives to each 
enc01mter his full attentioE. His sensitivity to peopl0 ancl their contextual whole within 
which they live is remarkable. Rememebcr Nicoder!lus � the Pharisees in Luke 15, the young oan 
in Mark 10. The➔ fact of Job11 1 s recording of Thomas and his question rev0als the seriousness 
with which this lone disciple is taken by his comrad0s. The friend_s cannot reall;y solve tho 
massive questions, and who a fter all can really satisfactorily answer the deepest 
questions, but i:hey take the questions seriously and s truggle for eight days with 
them. 

Eight days and Jesus Christ himself uniquely settloo. the overwh0lming intel- 
lectual questions of Thomas. 

It is important to note that when the moments of resolution came to Thomas 
he does not finally need tho termB as he had stated them to the disciples. He 
insisted on touching tho wmnds of his I.Dra_ but in that unfo rgettable moment of his 
life he did not need to touch Jc)su s. But his qu0stion was settled and he became 
convinced tbat tho Jesus of history was in.deed t ho Christ of victory. I think this 
fact is t rue in every man I s journey to faith • Who. t "proofs 1' we think tbut we must 
have often become than selves trite n.na_ meani:r.gless when we are reully confronted 
with the reality of the Christ of the gospel. God hns moved down to 

u deeper o.nd mon� generic ce1,.ter of our lives tbnn our little questions ever
fathomed. This happcm.ed to Thommi wren he c-mcountered tho fact of the victory
of Christ.

In that culmi11r1. ting hom' of resolution the hesitant a_isciple fol 1 to the 
earth with the greatest affirmation of fni th that is found anywhere in the Bible-
•�\fiy Lord and_ my God" o He b;y-passes the mess:i.D.nic formulas such ns Peter had 
quoted at Caesaria-Philippi, "Thou art the Cri.Tist the Son of the living God 11. 

Thomas I words are w1.ique rn1Cl JJL'Ofoundly persol"_,_1.L The do ubts of tbis o.muztng 
individual i,esult ed in our great favour as have the doubts of ot her men as well. 
Thomas insisted on the c oncrete Christ and settJ.Bd for us that during resurrection 
week at least one m.c.'1:1:l raised that ceEtral nEd all important historical issue. 
Therefoi·e his honest a_oubt has become the purging lens thrcugh -which our faith 
in Christ has been clearer and more decisive. Jesus Cm.�is t was able to confi1m 
himself to Thomas o.ncl because he was convinced many l:1a vo been blessed from tbn.t 
moment on. 

III 

PETER 
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John the Baptist because of a.iso.ppointment doubted  Christ; thomas'  
• not so much of Cb.:dst as it wus of the statement of Christ's 
there is th e terrible m'!.d debili tuting doubt of the New

doubt is 
disiples. Now, 

testament's greatest 
disciple, Peter.

Peter h..11d achieved the gTentest height in Leaderstip so that Christ singled 
out his name as the s;ymbol of tr11  t upon which the Chu...."PCh would be founded. Peter 
had shown the strongest faith i He alone h.n.d walked on wa ter. Peter was bravest 
and cal'l·iGd u sword. to prove it in the garden of Gethsemane. Then on tho.t &mft 
moviri.g Thursduy rright this mm'!. fell to the very bottom. He denied everything; 
he became the coward trot took everyone by surprise, s o  that when he collapsed 
very friend of the prisoner run in disarray. 

But Golgotha is over and Jesus ho.s won without the aid of his me n. The dis- 
c.:.plos are grateful for the victory and oven Tb.onus is o.ssured. Yet one IDD.n is 

still but/cling w ith doubt, perhnps the worst of all doubts. Peter's doubt is not 
like tho right0ous indignntioE of John the Bo.p'cist--or tho intellectua l questions 
of Thomas. Peter is faced wi th tho doubt of himself. Peter doubts bis courage, 
he doubts bis conviction, his leadership, bis worth. How could. he ever trust 
himself again? Those are suicidal doubts ond consti tutc th0 most fearful doubt 
syndra11e th.at mo.E ever experiences o As a matter of fact most other forms of skep-
t:.cism hc..1.ve their roots at least in yurt in this inter.r..c.1.lized fear of the self. 

There are hints in tho gospel records that Peter, great and massive a man
as he vms, ho.a. begun to journey in just that direction. "Simon Peter so.id to  

them, 11 o.m goil,g fishing'. They said to him, 1Vve will go  witb. you'." The dis
ciples loved bim wisely u t this lonely moment in his existence o.nd they r efuse to 
stiuna. him even when he wanted to be free of them. They could not settJ.e Peter's 
doubt of himself but they c ould go fishi:r.g with him • 

.As with Thomas a.no. John the Baptist it is Ch..2-i st who is a.lone able to resolve 
•this mo.n's deepest n0eds. How does P0ter 1 s resolution tDke place?

"Simon PGtei• said to them, 11 o.m goi1,g fishing'. They said to him, 
1 We will go with you 1• They went out u.nd got into tbe boat; but 
that night they caught nothing. 

11Just as a.ay v,as breo..ki:r.g, Jesus stood. on the bench; yet t he 
a.isciples did not knovr that it wo.s Jesus. Jesus suid to them,
'Children, bD.ve you any fish?' They answered him, 1 No. 1 He so.id
to them, 'Co.st tho net on the right side of the boat, and you will
find some. 1 So they co.st it, o.nd now they were not n.blc to hrml
it in, for the quantity of fish. Tlnt disciple whom Jesus loved
sai d  to Peter, 1 It is tho Lord! 1 When Sit:1011 Poter heard tbnt i t  wus
the Lord, he IJUt on bis clothes, fOI' he was stripped for work, nnd.
sprm,g into th o sea. But the other disciples ca.me in the boat,
dra§;ging the Eet full of fish, for they wei·e not fur from the land,
but ubout a hm1.d.red yards off.

"\!Vb.en they go t out on land, they saw a charcoal fire there, with 
fish lying on it, and bread ••• 

11\iilhen they ho.d finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 1 Simon 
son. of Jobn, d.o you love me more tmn th ese? He said to liim, 1 Yes 
Lord;· you lmow that I love you. 1 He sai a. to him, 1 Feed my lambs. 1 

A secon<;l time he said to him, ·1simon, son of John, do you love·mG?1

He said to him, 1 Yes, Lord; you know thut I love you. 1 He so.id to 
h:i,m ,._ 

1 Tend my sheep. 1 He so.id to him the third time, 1 Simon, son 
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of John, do you love me? 1 Petor was grieved because he said to him the 
third time, 1Do you love me?' And he said to him, 1Lord, y·ou lmow 
everything; you know that I love you. 1 Jesus said to him, 1Feed my 
sheep. 1 

Job11 21:3-17 

(1) First Jesus find�; Pete,,. At the core of the Ch1'istian gospel is the rodi
cal o.ffinnation that God himself i11 his son has broken thrnugh into mo,n 1 s historic 
·existence to find him. Tbis is how peecious man is to his creator an d Peter was
- to learn that this d.i vine affection could. find him a s  well.

(2) Jesus fed him. The charcoal fire is not only a concrete event f or the
fishermen, it is deeply symbolic. Those men and Peter especially needed to be 

inwardly supported. The human ego must be healthily fed with substance. It is not 
God's will that men should lmiguish in the valley of humiliation and brokenness 
and Jesus proves it 011 this early morning encounter. The charcoal fire poi11ted up 

to them tra t Almighty God" knew of tb.eir need.s ru1d cared for them in the actuo.l 
context of the all r:i.igtJ. t sp:;nt on the lake. 

(3) Following this breakfast together Jesus asks Poter t:hree times 11Do you
love me?" hfany things could be observed of these th.. i'ee questions but the most 
impressive fact is the rnoGt obvious. Jesus "()luces Peter sgua1'0ly into the 12r0sent 
tensee Do you love (presont torise) me? How wise Chi:ist iii:: and wh at on unfor
gettable d0mo11stration of the realism nni liberation of Holy forgiveness. Jesus 
in these three queGtions decifJi vely grapyJles with the disappointing past in 
PetGr's life and IJrepnres his d.iscipl0 to livo in freedom from that past. 

(4) 11 • • • f0ed my lambG. 11 JesuG gave Peter something· irnportru1t to do. It is
a remarkable fact th at Petc::r is not replaced as public le:.'>11der of tb.e apostolic
·band even in view of his public failure. How sure CbTist is of himself nnd his

cause that such earthy men mi this nnn are w0lcome in his Btn:i/ceg;y· for histoi�y 1 
Jesus restores Peter to cen.tral leadership without coridemrlr..'l.tion for the rust w.d. 
chnrges him with a task to d.o 0 Peter wi 11 gain the decisive victory over doubt 
enroute as he attempts to fulfill his undershcpherd role lmd really t ries to feed 
the Lord 1 s sheep. Then he will h:we f0rgotten bimself o.nd his OWP.. wasteland o.nd 
he will have becom0 a ITI,l't of God. 's Holy ·will not only for bis life but for the 
world as well. 

IV 

One of Jesus 1 briefest parables is the following� 

11Wb.a t do you think? A rn.an had two sons; o.n d he went to the first 
and said, 1 Son, go and wo1'k in the vineyard today. 1 And he answered, 
1 I will not; 1 but afterward he repentr.:id and went. And he went to 
the second nnd sldcl the same; and he m1&'Wered, 1 I go, sir, 1 but did 
not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?11 They so.id, 
"The first. 11 Jesus said to t hem, 11Truly, I say to you, the tax 
collectors ru1d the harlots go il1to the kingdom of God before you. 
For John came to you in tJ:-1.e way of righteousness, and you did not 
believe him, but the tax collectors and the h_.o,rlots believed him; 
o.nd even wbcn y·ou saw it, you di d not afterward l"Opent and believe 
him& 
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Consider the two brothers; each has his own rwgntive and posi:;:.-ve qlJ.ality. 

Tho first son is impetuous and too q uickJ.,y hostile to his frith_er's will; the 
reSult is that ho at first :eejects the fo.thor 1 s cL.1.im upon his life. Contiusted 
this :i..usponse th<� sccrnid son instantly assures the father of his obedien.ce.

-This son is polite m,.a_ frioi,.d_ly·, but ho does not actually go to he vineyard
whicb. becomes his weaknesB. He Ba.id he would but for some 1IDexplained :reason
he does not live out his affirmation. The first so1,. so.id he ,;:-ould not tut he
repented the first decision o.Dd actually went to wo rk, thls is his strength.

   If you bad your pick of tho tw o meE wl--ich one would you choose? At breo.k
fast whon th<:) tasks of tho dny are 1.uid_or discussion the first so n is ho.rd to live 

·withi ho is negative mid_ pel'lnps impuclent wh,3r0as tho second is cooperative,
encournging. But when ovonin6 comes the morning evaluations o.re reversed.

Thero aro at least two simple points tho paro.ble makes� 

(1) Second thoug·hts o,,•e better than f i,,st thou.Q,'hts� Hore is o. :rniuble for
the doubter. Tho one sen was at first so su:i..·e of bis negative conclusion but as 
he thought the whole matter through his father was villdicated to him. c. s. Lewis 
captures this principle in his b rilliant c]:l...o.ptor Tho Gn:n1d Miro.cl e in MIRACLES: 

"With this our sketch of U-10 Grand Miracle may ornl. Its credi
bility docs Eot lie in Obviousness. Pessimism, Optimism, Pm,.theism, 
i:Jhtorinlism, o..il have this 11Obvious 11 attraction. · Each is confirmed 
o.t the first glance by multitudes of factsg later on, eo.ch meets
irnmpeiuble obstacl es. Tho dDctrine of tho Incarnation works into
our mi1ids quite diffcreEtly. It digs beneath the surface, works
tb.l'ough the rest of our knowledge by unexpected chrnmels, barmonios
best with our deepest approhonsions and our "second thoughts", and
in union with these undermines our superficial opinions. It has
little to say to the man who is still certain that everything is
going to tho dogs, or tbat everything is gettiEg batter o.nd better,
or that evorythir)g is God, or that everything is electricity. Its
hour cornos wh,m these wholesale creeds ho.vo begui,. to fo.il us. Whe
ther the thing- reall;y· happei,.ed is a historical question. But when
you tun1 to history, you will not clemo.nd for it that kind and degree
which you demand for something which , if accepted, illurninD. tes and
orders all 0th.en· phenomena, explains both ouJ..' lau ghter m,d our logic,
OUJ.' f oar of the d_c3ad ai.1 d our know 1 edge t h1. t i t is some how goo a_ to
die, rn1d which at one stroke covers what multitutdes of separate
theories will b.2.rdl;y cover fo:r- us if this is rejected. 11 

The gospel deserves om' thoughtful e ncounter mid it is sound o.dvice to 
encourage an indi viduo.l wbo questions either a :rnrt or the whole, regardless of 
the nature and origin of his d_oubts, to co ntinue his search and probe into the 
gospel I s primo.ry prefJUlJpositio1is and implications. 

(2) The seco nd rJoint that the p:i,rable makes is this: It is bette,� to
finally believe whnt at firnt you could not say than to sny a t  f irst whnt you 
wi 11 never believe. It nny take time nnd profound struggle of the soul before 
faith is genuine but ovo:ry rr:nn has bis season. The Almighty Goa_ of our fni th 
is able to authenticate bimself, m1d he does in terms th.at nre meaningful for 
us so tho.t our faith i:::: tho honest response of our whole life to l1im. 

Faith is tho vr0,ger of nw real self (flboa_y" is the word Pnul uses in Romans 
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·l2:1) upon tho integrity of Jesus Christ. Not that I have all of t he possible
fac-ts but I know enough tb.a t I am satisfied that Ch:d st deserves my life so th.at
in  grati tude I give myself to Him. '11his is resolution fci th that gt:Lve Joh..n the
Baptist his p:r·ophetic statu1·0 to the end. This is th e intellectml certitude thn.t
ThoMas found and this is what integrated Peter a.s a. whole ma.n .•




