1968 TMPRESSIONS OF SWEDEN AND THE USSR

by

REV, EARL ¥, PAIMER
UNION CHURCH OF MANIIA

n connection with this Summer's homeleave o the United States it was our pri-
ilege as a family to travel to the World Council of Churches meeting at Uppsala,
eden and from there on 4o the Philippines via the¢ USSR, This paper contains

e impressions of our brief time in Sweden and *he Soviet Union, )

We left Seattle on a S.A.S, Polar flight that flew non-stop to Bergen, Norway,
¢ weather was clear enroute and the view of Greenland with the ice breaking into
e North Atlantic was really breathtaking, The only drawback was that our chil-
n (Anne age 6 and Jon age 2%) were completely thrown off schedule with the
Staggering 8 hour time change and we paid for that upset with 4 days of agonizing
readjustment, The way it works is that about 1:00 A, Norwegian time both Anne
end Jon are wide awake and ready for dimmer in a hotel and town that is closed up
mntil 7:30 A, You take little walks through the hotel hallways, you eat 1little
smcks, at 4:30 A, the father and his children feed ducks at a lake in the city,
firgt we had to wake up the ducks of course, it is breakfast finally at 7:30 AM,
and then everyone goes back to bed. bventually by our arrival in Uppsala the
Tanily was adjusted. Shirley, Anne and Jon had a great time for the two weeks of
the Assembly at a little hotel about 5 blocks from the Aggembly meeting hall, I
was able to visit them cach day between 2:00 and 4:00 P,M, They established a
iroutine of morning shopping at the public market, participation in a park program
‘through which they were invited into the homes of Swedish families that they met
during these daily outings at the park, and a steady stream of neighborhood chile
dren were at the hotel to play with Anne. Language was practically no barrier at
2311

The lake region of Sweden ig the
hills, lakes and looks o lot like western lashington, Uppsala is the interesting
0ld university city of Sweden dominated at its center by the great Cathedral which
can be seen for many miles, The country is prosperous and in fact the cost of
living at least in food items we're sure is higher than any place we have been,
Sweden is proud of its achievement in citizen benefits and its complete freedom
of expression., At least one result of this liberation is apparent at every
“Tobak™ gtore where pornographic magazines are openly sold that make "Playboy"
look like the "ladies Home Journal." I thought it was gignificant that this one
result of the permissive society was referred to on several oceasions by church-~
men from communist lands and many Asians as an all inclusive proof of Wegtern
decadence. So it was that Sweden itself with its obvious wealth and success
notwithgtanding became kind of symbol, fair or unfair, of what can happen to
people when freedom driftsg toward the heresy of gelf flattery and indulgence, On
the positive side, however, the Swedigh Church which has been experiencing years
of slump is coming to life and several of the young Swedish Christians that we
met were very serious and determined to see their church renewed.
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We left Sweden on July 20 by a two hour

3] flig
nillion that faces to the west astride the magnificent Neva River. At the air-
port in Leningrad we were met by Inbourist and takam 4o the hotel Furopa, an
old fashioned hotel in the heart of the city. (Throughout our 5% days in the
USSR Intourist, which never fziled in any detail, was our constant guide and
reference point, ) Leningrad is a »eally beautiful city on a grand scale. The
0ld pre-revolutionary buildings are architecturally cloquents everything about

light to Leningrad, a city of 2.7
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$bc city is monumental, The third largest church gtructure of Christendom is th
Bbcre:  St. Isaac ¢ Cathedral with a capacity of 15,000 people. The createst
Single building is the Hermitage iuseum (the old Palace of Peter the Creab), 2
an sure that very few residences of the world can mateh this structure. We were

®01d that to visit cvo“y room of the Palace would involve 17 kilometers of walk-
Birc., Ag a museum 1t is urcqualad° oven the Lourve is surpassed. There are more

Benbvardisat the Hermitage than in any other single museun in the world and for
ue the Rembrandt collection was the cultural high point of our trip.

From leningrad we went by an areoflot jet to Mogcow which 1ig o city of
6,700,000 people, Mogcow lacks the grar d cur of Leningrad but possesses its own
dynamic in that whereas for the Rugsian Leningrad is the symbol of old Russia and
of the historic bufﬂng points in Soviet his 'o:b i.e. the defeat of Napoleon,
of Hitler, and algo of the Czars in 1917, but it ig Moscow that ig the place of
congolidation of power a ':d the present cep+ev of world communisgt ideology. In
fact Lenin may have moved his revolutionary government to Moscow because he feared
the distraction that Lcnlngrad posed to revolutionary motive in both its location
g0 close to the West and its glorious reminders of old Russia.

In Moscow we stayed in the 22 story Leningrad Hotel which overlooks the
train station and was about 15 minutes drive from the Kremlin., Ouv first tour
wag of the Kremlin which is a very old f0“1w0n~ with the river Moskva on one
gide and Red Square on the other., It is a fas scinating place. Tourlsu‘ are
shown the great collection of gold icons and Christian relics that comprise the
major part of the Treasure House exhibit. The churches within the Kremlin, the
Cathedrals of the AvCﬂapvol‘Michael, of St, John the Divine, and of the Agsump
tion are the most beautiful part.of the fortress; each. church hag been or is
bcng rostovod nd vcpalved Worghip.services are e nob, being bold IP the build-

ings but nbmy nd their Orthodox crosges dominate the Red. Square.

Lenints 1 Oﬁb ig an odd, ing stitution in e vory'wuy Wlﬂk 1u bﬂiﬂo;1ikc atmgs~

phere, It is ibe mrincipal gymbol of the wﬁﬁumﬂb that has been made Lo establigh
a Lenin uyth as infallible guide for Soviet a¢bb and pract tice and Lenin is

the
the source for all t“u@ communist doctwlpo. Even in-an elaborate. DMCC geience
exhibit thot we saw at the airport an obscure quotation from Lenin was highe
lighted to proves bougb not top successfully. it geemed to me, that he clearly
saw the value and importanee.of space. SCluﬂCO back in 1922, Bui one *hiDO'made

ne suspect that the myth is only ;uperflcla 1y effective and that is the stylized,
artistically sterile treatment that Lenin hag received from the Bussian artist.
There apparently ave about three approvoq of ficial poses of Lenin and tbev areé

vie 1b10 ‘everywhe ere in monotonous repetition.  Finally you fail to:really see then
because they stare at you with the same. expregsion from so many places.

Let me share a fow general impressionsg

(1) The people we saw in the two cities:were mos st1y blond, large builds (in
fact the Russian women are certainly the largest women in the Wovld) very plainly
dressed, hearty in appearance, their expr esgions tended to be mmemotional and
gerious not purﬁicularly'communiqative, though I believe the people were more
friendly toward us because of our two children than pcrmlly toward other,
Intourigt visitors. But the average Russian does 100 really have much oppotuni-
ty. to be 1“10ﬂd7y toward the foreign traveler because Int touri gt has effectively
isolated the tourisgt from the Russian citizen by the very wervices that aie
offovod to the vigitor. For instance at the dinning room in our huge Lomlngvad
Hotel in Mogcow we were always seated at one of several tables located next to
the orchestra - only tourists could sit at these special tables where the waiters
gpoke English and French. Also on tours we never gtood in lines with the people
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t we were placed as foreigners ip front of the averagﬂ citizel Thig was true

t Lenin's tomb where we gtepped in front of & llDG that must have been a mile
ong, On our areoﬂol, flight from Loplngv 216N HMogcow the forclgmr were driven
the aircraft to board ahead of, large group$ of Ru581dnu who had walked from
the terminal and were walting at the plane for us to find the best seats that we
nted after which they were allowed to board. Therefore the best way to meet the
gsian citizen is to ride the subway or to go to church or in gome way find a
more natural setting for humen relationships., This happened to usg on a few occa-
siong, For example on the plane to Moscow a highly educated Russian womon came to
The man seated next to Shirley and asked to exchange seats with him so that she
eould sit by Shirley and for the whole 2 hour flight they visited. She was a
Iibrarian at the Leningrad museum and gave Shirley a fascimating insight into her
life as a young marryied woman in the Soviet Union., But I am sure that the general
irule for foreign tourists is very little real encounter with the citizen except

of course for frequent contact with the Intourist representatives.

(2) One thing that had a cumulatively-d&presc ing impact upon me during the 5
days was the lack of news., Inglieh papers except for two week old N,Y, Daily
Workers were non-existent and Pravda gave very little actual news in the ?uso
language for that A@utcr. An Agian who could read Puau an told me that Pravda
contained practically no news coverage of the Czech crises which was vcachlng a
critical point as we left Sweden, Instead Pravda off~r@d ideological 1pberpve—
tations of the ““tU“ULon. They reported that counter-revolutionary groups high
in the Czech Communist Porty were plotiting againsgt the people and &eeklng to des-
troy the great O_lddvl ty of the Wargaw Pact Notionsg, there were alsgo strong
hints of Wegtern interference and support for the revisionist faction., This wasg
hardly news but was insgtead ideclogical preparation of the Soviet people ghould
any USSR military action be ingtituted against Czechoslovakia,

(3) Noturally our mrincipal interest was to come to some understanding of
the Chrigtian Church in the USSR, The World Council of Churches meetings had
helped in providing some very interesting convergations with Christiang in the
Communist bloc nations and I wag pergonally challenged by the sincere faith of
the Orthodox chu;cbmo“¢ It ig a fact that the churches are growing in the Commue
migt countries, They have reached their low point and are on the way up. In
Leningrad I walked through the Museun of Religion and atheism which is located

in the great Cathedral built by Czar Alexander I awto the defeat of Napoleon,
The exhibit ig intended to once and for all dig “Gdlt the superstition of reli-
gion and ghow gcientifically the validity of Marxist-Leninist atheism. I felt

an odd kind of peace of wind at the lagt digplay case. The whole ideoTOgical-
effort wag amaturish and clumsy and hardly scientifically or intellectually
impressive., For instance one display sweeps aside the Russian Orthodox Church
with a photo of an Orthodox Priesgt in a room, holding a woman in his arms as if
he were caught in some immoral act, With enemies like this who needs friends!

1 thought to myself that this kind of exposé of the church is really an aid to

the church in that as people meet Priests and Christians who are not as grossly
immoral as the nuseun announces then they are forced to consider Christianity
in a new light since the Chiigtiang they meet in actual daily living are not

like the ones they were prepared to neet,

Perhaps this is what hasg been slowly happening throughout the nation,
Communi gt literature portrays the herces and villaing of sgociety in such black
and white terms that the whole cducational result of the message is undemmined
\mmﬂﬁmﬁk(m iﬂamﬁmwumﬁmm find out that Christians are not as evil
or b71pd_y perstitious as they were portrayed and also that commigsars and
Communi gt hcrocs arﬁ not as clear headed, gcientific and free of oplates as they
had been present evening at 6:00 P, the Crthodox Churches hold worship
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rvices and on o Tuesday evening I attended the service in a medium sized church
irly close to the Kremlin, The people were very reverent and though the language
g different than my own I was deeply moved by the service. When I arrived some
15 minutes carly the sanctuary was occupied entirely by older men and women bub
when the service began younger people came in, There were no chairs or pews in
this church so everyone stood and many went from small chapel to chapel lighting
candles at various icons. The huge paintings in the church were very beautiful
and comnunicative, There wag a very large and simple painting of the Parable of
the Good Samaritan that particularly struck me.

(4) The atmosphere in the USSR was serious and even puritan, The contragt
with Sweden must have been a shock to Russian churchmen og they admitted it was,

- In the USSR the worker has been ideologically honored and it is to their credit

I think that Russian society could never be dismissed as frivolous or lazy. The
extras and luxuries of the West are absent but scientific achievement is not, and
of thig fact I think every Russian is proud.

The big question regrading the Soviet Union is the one of future direction
and drift: What way is the Soviet soul moving? This is a larger and more come
plicated quegtion than I am capable of assessing but I am willing to venture some
suesses. (1) I think that the epic, primeval soul of old Russia is winning agninst
o} the Marxist economic interpretation of man, and the fact

e ic Russian soul are deep Christian moods and traditions it
will mean that the Chrigtian sources in Rugsian life are going to emerge increasw
ingly as a live option for the youth, and therefore for the future, (2) I thiuk
that Soviet society is moderating and that this moderating trend is irreversible,
Just ag it is in Czechoslovakia and other Communist bloc countries. A moof of
thig moderating trend is being ironically made clear in the Russian military action
against Czechoslovakia itself, The fact is that the Rugsian govermment's nervous-
ness about liberalization within the Dastern Iuropean bloc nations is directly
related to their nervousness about the liberalization mood that is growing within
their own society, This means to me that the USSR is different now than it was
in the days of the Hungarian crises., It means that there is an active tension
throughout Soviet Socicty between hard and moderate factions, It does not mean
that there is now the absence of a strong hard line group within Soviet govermment
and if that hard line factor wins out in the Soviet Communist Party then the iron
figt of Russian power will be wmuch bolder and oppressive than it is now, If that
group wing out then undoubtedly purges will be carried out throughout the Commu=
nist bloc. But I don't think that even such a top level turn toward haraness will
in the end reverse the fact that the Russian himgelf isg moving toward a more mode-
rate pogition, All of this is taking place because at both the grass roots level
and among the intellectuals the definitions of Marxist-Leninist philosophy are
less and less the real basig for motivation of people, Therefore I think that now
ag never before it ig vital to keep up our coutacts in every way with the people
of the Communist world, as well as their governments,
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Ve left the Soviet Union at 1:00 4., July 26 by on Air India flight to New
Delhi. The evening was clear and cool, the lights of Moscow seemed like an end-
less carpet stretched out upon the dark forests of the Rugsian plain so that the
epic sweep of it all which so struck us ag we entered the country was our last
impression ag well,



