




Paul's experiences. Allow me to highlight just 
five principles applicable to global engagement 
strategy. 

1. Seizing Opportunities,
and Obstacles

Paul is ambassadorial in outlook. He makes 
use of every advantage-and disadvantage-to 
be close enough to people so that he can 
communicate the message with which he is 
entrusted as an Amba'ssador of Jesus Christ. 
The very existence of the Pax Romana, for 
instance, is something Paul employs toward 
Godly ends, even though the empire itself was 
in so many ways an abomination. If Paul had 
lived in the era following Alexander the Great, 
300 BC-100 BC, he could not have traveled 
so widely because of the territorial divisions of 
rival powers that had emerged. In fact, it would 
be harder to travel Paul's itinerary today than 
it was in the first century. He makes use of the 
road system and political unity of the tyranny 
of Roman rule. 

Paul made the best of his disadvantages, too. 
His imprisonments, for example, became a vital 
part of his influence. As a prisoner he had the 
opportunity to share his faith with Festus and 
one of the grandsons of Herod the Great. It was 
because of his imprisonment that he encour­
aged many slaves to trust in Jesus Christ-and 
a centurion, too (Acts 27). He had access to 
the Praetorian Guard soldiers because of his 
imprisonment in the city of Rome. His beloved 
Philippian Church began in a jail with the con­
version of a Roman guard (Acts 16), and his 
various imprisonments also gave him time to 
write books. 

2. Timing, and a Deft Touch
Notice should also be taken of the careful

use to which Paul put his Roman citizenship 
and his language skills. In Jerusalem, the well­
timed mention of his citizenship rescued him 
from at least one bearing. 

And Paul's linguistic agility turned out to be 
eminently practical. Most public speech during 
the Roman era, even in Jerusalem, was in 
Greek; Paul was able to quiet the crowd when 
he spoke to them in Hebrew. 
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3. The Importance of Being Paul
Paul knew the importance of autobiographi­

cal presence. He told his own story whenever 
he had the chance. The Book of Acts cites in 
three different places Paul's personal Road to 
Damascus encounter with Jesus Christ. I know 
from my own experiences that people want to 
know where I am coming from, especially if 
they are deciding whether or not to hear me out 
in some advocacy to which I am committed. 

Paul was autobiographical in every book he 
wrote; he did not hide himself behind theoreti­
cal discourse. To the contrary, we see the man 
himself, and the result is that his ambassador­
ship has more clout. 

4. With a Little Help From Friends
Paul's friends played a key part in keeping

the man mellow, and, as we have seen, get-
ting him out of trouble. Indeed, Paul was a 
man of the church from the very beginning in 
Damascus where the Christians nourished him 
and baptized him. His friends at Ephesus, for 
example, held Paul back from a foolish misstep 
he was about to take into the great 27,000-seat 
Greek arena where a crowd was hysterical. It 
was no place for Paul to try to speak; his friends 
knew it and he listened to them. His friends 
protected him from the danger of himself 

With church support Paul decidedly 
avoided the temptation of self-referential fanati­
cism. He never saw himself as innocent and 
all others therefore guilty. He knew his own 
ambiguity; and through his brothers and sisters 
he became a man not only of faith, bur also of 
grace. T he people in his life kept the Apostle 
human and humane. 

5. Ambassadorial Confidence
Paul was confident, and patient, under pres­

sure. In fact, the best mark of all for the Apostle 
was his confidence in the goodness and faithful­
ness of the Gospel and the source of that good 
news, Jesus Christ himself This centeredness 
enabled Paul to major in the majors and minor 
in the minors-a fundamental requirement of 
an ambassador. 

He was quick to recognize what was at 
stake, and what was most important, according 
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the context of his situation. Contextual agility 
and spiritual balance-it's a combination that 
empowered him to make the best of circum­
stances without sacrificing his integrity. 

Paul's ability to embody these five principles 
as he lived out his calling made him relevant 
even in the most challenging of environments. 
Remember that his most intellectually power­
ful statement of rhe Gospel came at Athens. 
He was standing on the Rock where the city 
regularly carried on intellectual argument and 
debate. The Areogapus is located just at the 
base of the world's most beautiful building, the 
Temple of Athena on the Acropolis. Standing 
there, exposed to. all the philosophical winds of 
his era, he dared to point toward the stairway 
past the Winged Victory of Samonthrace and 
to say on Mars hill, "The God who makes all 
things does not dwell in shrines made by man." 
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I have often wondered, "What is it rhat 
made St. Paul so relevant in his century?" Here 
we can see why-it is the sheer vastness of his 
message. What Paul said rhat day resonated 
with this Greek intellectual crowd because they 
were fatigued by the clutter of Greek/Roman 
mystery-cult religion and the manipulating 
games of mythology. Though the earthiness of 
the Gospel of Christ bothered their spiritual 
sensitivities, they were nevertheless profoundly 
challenged by rhe goodness of the Gospel of 
God, and the liberating possibility chat God is 
able to speak for himself-and best of all, rhat 
he has spoken in his son. 

Because of his spiritual centeredness and 
strategic savvy, Paul is at home even in a windy 
city, on a windy corner, where ideas, fears, and 
hopes swirl and compete. ❖ 


