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At o Stated Meeting of The New-York Society for
promoting the Manamiffion of Slaves, e, held at
the Society’s School~-Room, in Cliff-flreet, the 16:%
of May, 3797

r]?J[—I]'*_] Society having received Information that
the Annual Dilcourfe on Slavery was delivered, by

Samuer MirLer, on the rath ult. agreeably to
Appoihtment,—-—-

Refolved,

That Wirriam Dowrar and Lrigv H,

- Sm1Ty be a Committee to wait on Mr. M1LLER,

. to prefent him with the Society’s Acknowledge-
~ ments for his excellent Difcourfe, and to requeft a

+ Copy for publication.

Exivalled from the Minutes,

E. H. SMITH, Secretary..
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"DISCOURSE, &

Friends, and Fellow Citizens,

IN meeting you on this-occafion, I am deeply
imprefled with circumftances which demand the
warmelt congratulations. We cannot furvey the
prefent condition of the civilized world, without
forming a contraft, at once pleafing and melancholy,
between our peaceful and happy fitnation, and the
convulfed and diftraCted flate of thofe countries
with which we are moft nearly connected. No in-
vidious feelings—no infenfibility to the calamities
of others, will be fuppofed to fuggeft this compa-
rifon. It is forced upon us by a conjunéture in
human affairs {o extraordinary and Interefling,
that no one can be inattentive to it—fo gloony

and dark, that none can calculate the danger, or

{ee the end.
At

‘k



gver jultly we niay cxult in the excellénce of our
Conftitdtion, and the himanity of our laws; wé
are forbidden to be idle, while 2 fingle fource of
human mifery, admitting of relief, remains to tar-
nith our charadter:

That, ia the clole of the elghteenth century, it

‘Ihould be efteemied proper and neceffary, in any

civilized country, to inttitute difcourfes to oppofe
the lavery and commerce of the human {pecies, is
a wonderful fa¢t in ihe annals of focicty! But
that this country thould be Ametica, 13 a folecifin
only to be dccotinted for by the general inconfift-
ency of the human character. But, after all the
furprife that Patriotifm can. feel, and all the indig-
nation that Moerality can fuggeft.on-this {ubject,
the humniliating tale nwit be told—that 1n this free
country—in this country; the plains of which.are
ftill {tained with blood (hed in the caufe of liberty;

.—In this country; from which has been proclaimegl

to diftant lands, as the bafis of our political exift-

_ence, .the.noble principle, that  ALL MEN ARE-

BORN FREE AND EQUAL, —ii thls country thcrc
are {laves !—men are bought and fpld! Strange,

indeed ! that the bofom which glows at the name

of liberty in general, and the arm which has been
{o vigoroufly exerted in vindication of hufman
rights, fhould yet be found leagued on the fide
of oppreflion, and oppofing their avowed prin-
ciples!

' B Mudly,
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ever jultly ve may exult in the éxcéllénce of our
Conftitdtion, and the huimanity of our laws; wé
mre forbidden to be idle, while a fingle fource of
human mifery, admitting of relief, remains 1o tar~
nith our charadter:
That, in the clofe of the elghteenth centory, 1t
fhould be efteamed proper andd neceflary, in any
ctyilized country, to inftitute difcourfes to oppofe
the flavery and commerce of the human fpecics, is
a wonderful fa®t in the annals of fociety!  But
that this country {hould be Ametica, is a folecifin
only to be dccounted for by the gzneral inconfift-
ency of the human character. But, after all the
furprife that Patriotifm can feel, and all the indig-
nation that Morality can fuggeftoon.this ‘{ubject,
the humiliating tale muft be told—that in this free
country—in tlns country; the plains of which are
{till {tained with blood thed in the caufe of liberty,

—in this country; from which has been proclaimerd

to diftant lands, as the bafis of our political exifi:

.ence, .the.noble principle, that © ALL MEN ARE-
 BORN FREE AND.EQUAL,"—Iin this country there

are flaves |—men are bovght and fold! Strahge,

indeed! that the bolom which glows at ths name

of liberty in general, and the arm which has been
fo vigoroufly exerted in vindication of human
rights, fhould yet be found leagned on the fide
of oppreflion, and oppofing their avowed prin-
ciples!

B Much,
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" Much, indeed, has been done by many bebevo<
lent individuals and focieties,  to abolifh"this dif~
graceful practice, and to improve the condition of
thole unhappy people, whom the ignorance-or the
avarice of our anceftors has bequenthed to us as
Mlaves,  Still, however, notwithftanding all the la-
‘bours -and. eloguence which have been directed
agamﬁ it, the evil contititws; fHll laws and prac-
tices cxilt, which loudly call for reformy il
'MORE THAN HALF a #M1zrion of our fellow
creatures in the Utiited States are deprived of that
which, next to 'life, is the dedreft birth-right of
‘Inan, ¢ n oo - ,
To deliver the plain dictates of humanity, jul-
tice, rehgmn, and good policy, on this fubject, is
‘tlie defign of the- prefent difcourfe. In:doing this,

it witl not be expa&ed that afty thing new fhould | .

be offered. It is not a new ["ubjeét and every |
point of view in Which it can be ‘confidered has ;
been long fince rendered familiar by the i mgemous !
and the humane, All that is left ‘for me is, to‘i
bring to your remembrance principles which, how-
“ever well known, cannot be too often ‘repeated ;
and to exhibit fome of the moft obvious arguments
;\onun{’c an evil which,- though genemlly acknow-
ledged is fttll practically pelﬁf’ccd 1in,

-And here I fhall pafs over in filence'the unnum-
bered cruclties, and the violations of every natural |
and [ocial tie, which mark the African trade, and |

whichg

L
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which attend the injured captives in dragging them
from their native fhores, and from all the attach-
ments of life. I fhall not call you to contemplate’
the miferies and hardihips which. {ollow them into

. fervitude, and render their life a cup of unmingled.

bitterpefs, Unwilling to wound your feelings, or
my own, by the melancholy recital, over thefe
fcenes I would willingly draw a veil; and confine
myfelf to principles and views of the fubjeét more
immediately applicable te ourfelves,

That enflaving, or continuing to hold in flavery,
thofe who have forfeited their liberty by no crime,
is contrary to the dittates both of juftice and hu-
manity, I troft few who hear mie will be difpofed
todeny. However the judgment of fome may be
biaffed by the fuppofed peculiarity of certain cafes,
I prefume that, with regard to the abftract prin-
«ciple, there can be but one opmion among en-.
lightened and candid minds. What is the end of
all focial connedtion but the advancement of hu-
man happinefs ? . And what can be a more plain
and indifputable principle of republican govern-
ment, than that all the right wlnch fociety poffefs
over individuals, or one man over -another, muft
be founded either upon contrat, exprefs or im-
plied, or upon forfeiture by crime? But, are the
Africans and their defcendants enflaved upon either
of thefe' principles? Have they voluntarily fur-
rendered. their liberty to their whiter brethren? or

have
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have they forfeited their natural nght to it by the
violation of any law? Neither’ of thefe. is ' pre-
tended by the moft zealous advocates for flavery.
By what ties, then, are they held in'fervitude? By
the ties of force and injuftice only; by ties which
are equally oppofed to the reafon of -things, and
to the: funddmental punc1ples of all legltun'tte
affociation. ;

Tn the prefent age and countly, none, I pre-
fume, will relt a defcnce of flavery on the ground:
of fuperior force; the right of captivity; or any
{imilar principle, which the ignorance and the fe-
rocity of ancient times admitted as a juftifiable
tenure of property. It is to behoped the time is’
paffed, never more to return, when men would
recognize maxims as fubverfive of morality as they
are of focial happinefs. Can the laws and rights
of war be properly drawn into precedent for the
imitation of fober and regular poverninent? < Can :
we fanétion the dete(table idea, that liberty is only
an advantage pained by ftrength, and not-a right'.
derived from nature’s God? Such fentiments
become the abodes of denmns, 1*'1ther than foc1etlcs
of civilized men.

- Pride, indeed, may contend, that thefe unha.pp},r
fubjefts of our oppreffioh are an inferior race of.
beings; and are therefore affigned by the firictefl
Jufticeto a depreffed and férvile' {tation in lociéty.
But in what ‘does this inferiority. confit? In a

: difference
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difference of complexion and figwre?  Let the nar-
row and illiberal mind, who can advance fuch an
arguiment, recolle whither it will carry hun.  In

. traverfing the various regions of the carth, from’

the Equator to the Pole, we find an mfinite diver- .
fity of fhades in the complexion of men, from the
davkeft to the faireft hues. If, then, the proper

) f’ntlon of the African is that of {fervitude and de-

pleﬂion we muft alfo contend, that every Portu-,
guefe and Spaniard is, though in a lefs degree, in-
ferior to us, and fhould be fubjeét to a meafure of
the fanie degyradation. Nay, if the tints of colour
he confidered the teft of human dignity, we may
juftly affume a haughty fuperiority over our fouthern
‘hrethren of this continent, and devife their fubju-
gation, In fhort, upon this Prnciple, where fhall
liberty ende .or where fhall flavery begin? At
what ‘grade is if that the ties of blood are to ceafe?
And how many fhades muft we defcend ftall lower

in the feale, before mercy is to vanith with them?
" But, perhaps, it will be fuggefted, that the Af-
ricaps and their defecendants are Inferior to their
whiter brethren in futelledtnal capacity, if not in

coniplexion and figure. This is firongly aflerted,
but upon what glound? Becaufe we do not ﬂ,c
men who labour undcr every dlfadvant'lgc, and
who have c¢very opening faculty blafted and de-
:Pcroycd by .their deprefled condition, fignalize
themfelves as philofophers? Becaufe we do not find
men



14

men who are almoft entirely cut off from every:
fource of mental improvement, nfing to literary
honours?  To fuppole the Africans of an inferior
radical character, becaufe they have not thus dif-
tinguithed themfelves, is juft as rational as to fup-
pole every private citizen of an inferior {pecies,
who has not raifed himfelf to the condition of
royalty. But, the truth is, many of the negroes.
diftover great ingenuity, notwithftanding their
ctreumftances are {o deprefled, and {o unfavourable
to all cultivation. They become excellent me-
chanics and practical muficians, and, indeed, learn.
every thing their mafters take the pains to teach
them.*  And how far they might improye in this®
refpect, were the fame advantages conferred on
them that freemen enjoy, is impoflible for us tg
decide until the experiment be made.
Aristorie long ago laid—*¢ Men of little
« genius, and great bodily ftrength, are by nature
“ deftined to ferve, and thofe of a better capacity
“ 40 command. The natives of Greece, and of
“ {ome other countries, being naturally {uperior in
¢ gentus, have a natural right to empire; and the
¢ reft of mankind, being naturally ftupid, are def-
“ tined

* Tfaving been, for two years, a monthly visitor of the
Alfrican School in this city, I dire€ted particular attention to
the capacity and behaviour of the scholars, with a view to sa-
lisfy myself on the point in question. And, to me, the negro
children of that institution appeared, in general, quite as or-
derly, and quite as ready to learn, as white children.
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¢ tiried to labour and flavery.”* What would
this great philofopher have thought of his own
feafoning, had he lived till the prefent day? On
the one hand, he would have feen his country-
men, of whofe genius he boaits fo much, lofe with
their liberty all mental charader; whiley on the
other, he would have feen many nations, whorry
he confi igned to everlafting ftupidity, thew them-
felves equal in intelleftual power to the moft ex~
alted of human kind. g
Again—~Avarice may clamoroufly contem] that
the /atos of property juftify flavery; and that every
one has an undoubted right to whatever has been
obtained by fair pmd:q/é or regular defecent. To
‘this demand the anfwer is plais. . The right which
every man has to his perfonal hberty 1s patamount
toall the Jaws of property, ~The right which every
one has to imfelf infinitely tfanfcends all other
human tenures. Of .confequence, the latter can
never be {et in oppofition tothe former. I do not
mean, at prefent, to-decide the-queftion, whether
the pofleflors of flaves, when called upon by public
-autherity to manumit them, fhould be indemnified
for the lofs they fuftain, “This is a {eparate. quel-
tion, and muft be decided by a different tribunal
from that before which I bring the general fubject.
~ AlL T contendl for at prefent is, that no claims of
propel ty can ever juftly intetfere with, or be fuf-
fered,

# De Republ, [ib, i. cap. s, 6,
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fered to impede the operation of that noble anid
eternal principle, that < all men are endowed by
« their Creator with certain unalienable rights—
« and that among thefe ate life; liberty, and the
¢ purfuit of hnppmeﬁ.

Thefe principles and rémarks would doubtlefs
appear [elf-evident to all, -were the cafe of the
unhappy Africans for a moment mdde gor own,
Were it made a qgueltion; whether jultice per-
mitted the fable race of Guinea to carry ts ‘away
captive from our own country, and from all its
tender attachments, to theéir own land; and there
enflave us and our_ pofterity for ever;—were.it
wade a queltion, I fay, whether all this would be
confiftent with juflice and humanity, one univerfil
.and clamorous negative would thow how abhorrent
the principle 1s from ‘our minds, when not blinded
by prejudice.  Tell us, ye who were lately pining
n ALGERINE BONDAGE! tell us whether all the
wietched {ophiftry of pride, or of avarice, could
ever reconcile you to the chains of barbarians; or
.convince you that man had a right to opprefs and
anjure main? ~ Tell us what were your feelings,
when you heard the pitylefs tyrant, who had taken
or bought you, plead either of thefe,rights for your
detention; and jultify himflf by the fpecious
_pretences of capture or of -purchale, in riveting
-your chains?

Lt
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‘Let noiie fay, that, notwith{’canding all thefe reda
[onings, the flaves are happier in a ftate of fervitude,
than they would be if fet at liberty, efpecially when
they are treated with lenity, and provided for in a
comfortablé manner: That there are different de-
grees of wretchednefs among them, in different cira
cumftances, no one can doubt: and when they fall
into the hands of the humane and kind, their depref-
fion is lefs—far lefs miferable, than when the torture
of whips, the pairis of hunger and nakednefs, and the
unrealonable impofitions of hard tafk-mafters, are
addéd to fervitude. - ‘On thisaccount, Lam hdppy in
being-able to fuy, that the lot of flaves among us is;
in general, uch more tolerable than that of thofe
in fome other parts even of our own country.:. Buf
ftill they.are both in bondage: ; “Howevet favoured
the . fituation ‘of -either, they are both deprived of
that bleﬁing, in pbffeflion of whith the bairen rock
has its joys, and without which Eden itfelf would
be a gloomy fcene., After all the fordid pleas of
thofe who would meafure out enjoyment for them,
they are forced to fubmut-to an evil which, ¢ hew-
“ ever difguifed, is a.bitter draught, and ever will
¥ Be fo. till Nature herfelf fhall change.”

But highér laws than thofe of commen juftice
and ‘humanity may be urged againft flavery. I
nean THE LAWS -OF Gop, revealed in the ftiip-
tures of truth. This divine {yftem, in which we
profefs to believe and to glory, teaches us, that

C God
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Godl has made of "oue blood all nations' of mén ihat
dwell on the face of ‘the whole earth. It teaches
us, that, of whatever kindred or people, we'are alk
children of the fame commort FFather; dependent
on the fame mighty power ; and randidates for the
fame glorious immortality. It teaches us, that we
thould do to all men whatever wy; in like cireum.
ftances, would : that they fhould do unto us. "It
tenches 1§, in.a word, that. love to man, and 2
coftant purfuit of human: happinefs, -i$ .the'fum
of all focial duty.-—Principles. thefe, which wage:
eternal war both with: political and domeftic:flave. .
ry—Ptinciples which forbid every fpecies of domi-
nation, excepting that whiclrisifounded.on cons
fent, or which the welfare of fociety requires.

. There have not beeén wanting, indeed,: men as
ignorant as they were impious, who have appealed
ta the facred feriptures for a-defence of flavery:
They. have dared to'feek: for 4. jultification of ink
juries and opprefiion in a volume, which- teaches
nothing but peace on earthy: and 'good will towwards
men. “As a {pecimen of :theil reafoning—-Some
have.contended, < that the Afiicans are the poftes
“ ity of Ham, one of the.fohs of Noam;' that,
‘. as it wasideelared by divine infpiration; that his
“ defcendants {liould be fervants to their brethren,
“ {o reducing them to a ftate of ﬂavel‘.y is only ac-
“ Coinpliihing the will of ‘heaver.”’-—But ‘this plea
can‘never be-maintained, cither upon the ground

' of



19

of fatt, or of fober principle. "The curfe pronounced
upon Han was evidently a limited one, and ¢x-
tended only toa partof his pofterity. It was only
faid, that the dcfcen(lax_1ts of CANaAN, one of the
four {ons of Hawm, fhould ferve the pofterity of
SpEm and Japuzr. This curfe, then, bhad no-
thing to do with the African nations, who have
been {o much abufed by the civilized world; but
was partly fulilled, when the defcendants of Ca-

NAAW in PALESTINE became Aewers of waood and

drawers of water to the [sR AELITES, who were the
defcendants of Syem: and afterwards was com-
pletely accomplifhed, when the CARTHAGINIAKS
and Tyrraxs were fubdued by Scirio and -
ALExXANDER.¥ g
 But, admitting the curfe pronounced upon Hau
to have all the meaning and extenfion which the

advocates for flavery contend; yet we are to re-

member it was prophetical in its nature ; and though
infinite Wifdom defigned to fulfil it, ftill it is plain,
the agents i bringing about the fulfilment cannof
be confidered the lefs criminal on this account.. It
was prophefied, that theSaviour oF THE WoRLD
{fhould be crucified, long before that important
event took place; and yet, I prefume, none ever
{uppofed that this confideration exculpated his
murderers, Thc truth is, if our bemg made inftru-
'y | o ments
(*' See STACKHOUSE'S Hiétér} of the Bible, vol. i. p. 168,
2 W
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_méents of accomplifhing the defigns of heaven takes
away guilt, there is no fuch thing as crime in the
world ; the moft execrable cruelty that ever dif~
‘graced mankind muft be pronounced right; and
the work of carnage and death, in every age, muit
receive the benediction of thewife and the good !

The prattice of the Jrws, the chofen people
of God, has alfo been {uppofed, by fome, to fur-
nifh a precedent which we might lawfully follow.
That the children of Ifrael had the permiffion of
God to purchafe bendmen and bondwomen of the
heathen nations which were round about them,
and even to retain fome of their own people in fer-
vitude, for a limited time, is readily-granted. But
this permiffion appears 'to have been particularly
‘defigned for that people, and was not extended to
the reft of mankind. It {tands on the fame ground
with many-other things, which they were permitted
to do, on account of their {eparation from the reft
of the world, and on account of the comparatively
fervile nature of their difpenfation; but in which
it would be extremely criminal for. us to imitate
them. As well might the midnight murderer
plead, as an apology for his crime, that God's cho»
fen people were once ordered to deftroy the guilty
heathen who inhabited the promifed land, Be-
fides, 1f this pérmiffion, given ta the children of
Ifrael, on a {pecial occafion, and for wife purpoles,
be confidered as extending to all fucceeding times |
' ' ~ and |

]
:
|
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and people, where thall its operation begin? and:
where fhall it end? If this principle be admitted,
then every nation on earth is at liberty to purchafe
and enflave the citizens of every other. If this be
the cale, we have a right to make merchandize of
our white brethren in Europe, if any can be found
fo bafe as to feize and fell them to us; and they,
on the other hand, have a like privilege to inftitute
a trade in the fleth of AMERICAN PREEMEN |—
Will any fay, that this is a forced conclufion?
No-—though juftice, humanity, and religion all nife
up againtt it, it naturally flows from the principle
above ftated, dnd is quite as tenable in every pomt
of view.
But farther—the writings of the Apofﬂes, it
feems, have been thought by fome to furnifh a
warrant for flavery.  In one of the Epiftles we find
thele words—Let as many fervants as are under the
yoke, count their maflers worthy of all honour, that
the nasie of God and s dolrine be not blafphemed.
And let them who have believiug maflers yot defpife
them, becaufe they are breihren, but rather do them
Sfervice* Now, even taking for granted what,
perhaps, may reafonably be called in queftion, that
the perfons referred to in this paffage were flaves
Jor Jife, and under involuntary fervitude—itill it
furnifhes no fuch argument as many imagine. It
muft be remembered, that thc great Author of our
religion
# 1 Tim. i, 2.
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feligion did not 'think proper dire@ly iof interfere
w1th the political arrangements, and the civil Jaws,
which were eftablifhed when his Golpel was firft
preached among men. e always rather inculeated
fubmiffion, and patience under the mofl oppreflive
injuries. This dotrine the Apoftlé applies, in the
prefent inftance, to a particular clafs of perfons, to.
whom he thought the admonition neceflary; and
all that he intends to inculcate on fuch is, that;
during the continuance of their [ervitude, (the
origin, nature, nr duration of which does not appear)
they fhould fithfully perform their duty to their
mafters, and’ patiently fubmit to their lot. But,
docs this precept jultify thofe who hold their fellow
creatures in illegal and forcible fubjeion? By no
means—No more than the precepts, Reff not evil
and, If any man [mite thee on thy vight cheek, tury
to him the other alfo, jultify the evil and the abufe
which they forbid us to refft —No more than the
precept, Let every man be fubjelt 1o the powers that
be, can be conftrued into'a _111ﬂ1ﬁcat1011 of the
cruelty. and defpatifin which, in thofe days, and

ever fince, rulers have exercifed over their fubjects.
But, though it be granted that Chrift and: his
Apoftles, for the reafon which has been jult affign-
ed, did nat in fo many words: prohibit the practice
of flavery; it is evident they-taught principles and
doftrines utiterly ablorrent from fuch a practice,
And they who imbibe the true fpmt of their reli-
g gion,
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gion, will not hefitate 2 moment to pronounce;
that invading the liberty and diminithing the hap-

pinefs of a fellow.créature, are directly oppofite to

the benign genius of Chriftiantty, Hence it is %

remarkable and iwell known fat; that, after the

jntroduction of this religion into the Roman Ems
PIRE, cvery {ucceffive law that swas made relating
to flaves, was more and more in their fayour, abat=
ing the rigouss of fervitude, until, at laft, all the
{ubjects of the empire were declared equally free,
Nay, a celebrated hiltorian has not fcrupled to ac-
count for the degree of liberty which is at prefent
enjoyed, throughout moft parts of. Eurepe, by:the
mild and benevalent influence of a {yftem, the uni-
form tendency bf which i, to ferthe aj)prcj]ed g6
free,.and 1o break avery yoke ®

But in vain is a! large proportian of maand
addrefled om the. principles of morality and religion,
Thefe they will feldom regard, as long as they {up:
pole iutereft and palicy to deliver different. precepts,
For the fake. «6f fuch, therefore, I add, with the
utmoft confidence, that-{lavery is not rhore oppofed
to. jultice, humanity, ‘and religion; than it is to the
8TEREST of individuals, and to the TrRyz pos
Licy and nAEPINEss of that {ociety 1n which' it

15 fuffered to exift. sl -
. "Slavery will always be found, In propo1t1011 to
. the

* Ronn k'rsON 3 H{story of Charlea V Proofs and Ill‘usn
trations, vol. i.:noteam, . . ey &



&

24

the exterst and feverity with which 1t prevails, to

INJURE THE MORALS of a people.  That it tends

to produce, on the one hand, haughtinefs, a fpirit

of domination, cruelty, and lewdnefs, among the

whites, appears probable, upon the flighteft confi+

deration of the fubject, and is abundantly proved

by experience. And, on the other hand, that it

has'an equal tendency, to producs and cherifhi al

moft every [pecies of vice, among: the flaves them-

felves, none, 1 prefome, will hefitate to admit.

Should any have a remaining doubt whether this
be the cale, let them compare the ftate of rhorahs

m thofe parts of our own country, in which flavery
Is either unknown, or exifts in ‘the.moft lenient
forim, with that which is exhibited in thole' fiates

in which flaves are rhore numerotis and fiore de-
graded.. That there is a [enfible difference be«
tween the moral afpect of the one and. the other,

no one will controvert. That the domparifon fur-
nithes a refult unfavotirable to the latter, the moft-
decided partiality for them can neither.conceal rtof

deny.. And that this difference of national and
moral charactér depends, to {ay the lealt, in foine

degree, on the ftaté of flavery in each refpectively,

I belicve the moft accurate and candid obfervers

have readily granted,*

R AR ey

* It is scarcely necessary to say, that no refeFor on the
Southern States is here intended.  Hany enlightened and bene-
volent men among themselves acknowledge and lament_the

i
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. Tui, this State, as well as in moft others :1d ithe
nnieny the teftimony of aflave cannot be admitted
in judicial procefs,.cxcepting in a few cafes. "What -
is:the ground of thislaw? - The anfwer is.obvious,
Ly QLAVERY DEBASES THE MIND, AND CORe
RUPTS THE MORAL CHARAETER:” . The . uns
happy vicims of gppreffion, ! fecling themfelves
precludeil by vialdnce] :ffom enjoying ithe benefits
of fociety, ‘negleft the focial wvirtues: Finding
their own rights babitually invaded, they foon learn
to difregard the rlghts of others. . Living perpes
tually inder the: frowns of. . power; theyiare infens
fibly tanght the. .arts of deceptlon, treachery, rand
fraud, until every mordl feeling is blunted or de-
frroyed. " Henge.dlaves, inall:ages” and countries;
have genera}ly exhibited. the moft odious moral
dépravity, . fnd, nations which, for refinement;
virtue, aird-happinefs, were once the glory of the
world,: unfler the - iron rod of defpotifm; .we Hiow
behold funk intd'the loweft ffate of .debafement,*
s o fgbtn pdo gl B e T . Nar
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same thmgs It lE theu‘ mlsfcltune to be. loaded w:th an ev:I,
of ‘which they are by ne means 1nscnsib1c, but to the best
sikans of removing which, it must be belicved they hidve been,
and continue to be most culpably inattentive. The ill-natured
remarks and: comparisons which Jtave been &iften’ made- by
party fuliticians, onthis subject, are too odious and contempt-
ible to be reproved: but a sober and candid statement of the
seuth ought neithér tolie:concealed, nor-to offend any.

' % [Forfarther information on this part of the subjeét, the
readcr is-referved to'an Essay on the fﬁﬂs of Slavery vis Marals
and Tudustry, by Noau Wesster, jun: Esquire—a valuable
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- "Nér has flavery a more mifchievous effe® ot
the morals of fociety, than it has Oh NATIONAE
INDUSTRY, POPULATION, AND GENERAL IM-
PROVEMENT, ~Men ndt only become lazy and
idle when they ¢an make:others'the fervile inftru-
ments of théir:wills but labour will foon be efteerit-
ed difrepirtablé and degrading, when it is chiefly
performied’ by: flaves. - 1 And whatever: diminifhes
induftry, difcourages population, and fows - the
feeds - of focial 'weaknefs ‘and .diforder; ‘Befides,
flaves, in general, do lefs work, ~and wafte and
deftroy much'more than free Jabourers.* Feeling
ho-intereft in the property of their owners, they
will feldom petform more labours.er.exercife moré
care, than will be merely fufficient té. fave them
from-punifhment.  Of courfe, agriculture, carried
on by fuch wiinterefied machines, muft necefarily
lahguifh ; lands muft ‘become comparatively uns
produétive; and every fpecies.of national profperity
muft be impeded, or decline. Thofe who are acs
qua.inted with hi[’cory, or who take notice of what
is daily exhibited in our own country, will be at
no lofs for fa.&s to exemplify and cdnﬁrm what is
here ’Ldvanued i Sl v B ‘,‘:,E.In

| s e @0 Pgiit o

work, and well worthy the attention of ‘all' who would se¢ 2
judicious and complehcnswe exhlbltmn, bath of fa& and ar-
gumﬂl]l, on so mreresnug a point, .

# Tt is said, by gentlemen well mforrncd on this sub_]e&‘
that three blacks, in the Southern States, will not, in generaly
perform more labour than ere free white in the Northern.—
Webster's Exiay, p. 7. :
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. In this part of the United States, indeed, the
pernicious :effects of flavery are .cilplayed in a
eomparatively moderate degree. But even in our
own State they are diftinétly perceptible. Even
here we fhould be a happier and a wealthier
people, were every labourer a freeman, and, of
confequence, the: product of every man’s labour
s bwn property—Would te God, however,

.thexc were not {ome of our S1sTER REPUBLICS,

whofe fituation is  more perilous, and whofe
profpects are more gloomy! Our fouthern Bre-
thren, ‘deaf .to the ditates of policy, to fay no-
thing of hlgher conifiderations, have unhappily.
{uffered the evil in queftion to take fuch deep root:
among them, and to fpread its baneful influence.
{o far and wide, that, if it"do ot prove the ruiy,
it will probably prove, at leaft, the long and awful
{fcourge of their land.—¢ I tremble,! {ays one who.
cannot be fufpected of undue partiality for the de-.
prefled Africans, ¢ I tremble for my country when
¢ [ remember that God is juft—that his juftice
¢ cannot fleep for ever—and that an exchange of
¢ circumftances is among probable events, The
“ Almighty has no attribute which can take fide
“ with us in fuch & confli&t.”*

- I have hitherto confined myfelf to the confidera-
tion of flavery as it exifts among ourfelves, and of
that unJuI’c domination which is exercifed over the

Afncans

#* JEFFERSON,
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Afnicans and their defcendants, who are alieady iy
our-country.—It is with a regret and .indignatiory
which I.am unable to exprefs, that I call your at-
tention, before concluding, to.the condud& of fome
aniong us, who, inftead of diminilhing, firive ta
inereafe the evil in queftion, ' While the friends of
humanity, in: Europe and: America, are weeping
aver their injyred fellow creatures,. and: direting
their ingenuity- and their labouts to' the removal:
of fq difgraceful a monument of cruelty and ava-
rice, there are not wantmtr men;, who clann the
title, and enjoy the prmiatres of American cmzens,
who. ftill employ themfelyes in the odious traffic
of humanflefh, Yes, indireét appofition to pub-
lic fentiment, and a law of theland; there are thips
fitted auit, every year, in the ports of the United:
States, to tranfport the: inhabitants of Aftica, from:
their native (hores, and.confign them to ali the.tors
ments ofi Weft-India oppreffion,—Fellow  citizens |
Is Juftice: afleep? - Is Humanity* difcoyraged and:
filent, on account: of the. imany injuries (he has {uf-
tained? Were not this the-cafe, methinks the pur-
fuit of the beafts of the foreft would be forgotten;
and. fuch monfters of wickednefs would, in their
ftead, be hunted from the abodes ofi men..: ..

- Oh. AFrica! unhappy, ill-fated region! how
long fhall thy favage inhabitants have reafon to:
utter complaints, and to imprecate the vengeance
of. heaven againdt civihization and chriftianity? I

i
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it. not enough that naturc’s God has configned
thee to arid plains, to noxious vapours, to devour-
ing beafts of prey, and to all the fcorching influences
of the torrid zone? * Muft rapine and violence;
captivity and flavery, be fuperadded to thy tor-
ments; and be inflicted too by men, who wear the
gath of juftice and humanity ; who boaft the prin4
ciples of.a fblime morality; and who hypocriti+
cally' adopt the accents of the benevolent religion
of Jefus? Oh Arrica! thou loud: proclaimer of
the rapacity, the treachery, and cruelty of civilized
man! - Thou everlafting monument of European-
and American difgrace! ¢ Remember not againt
“us our offences, ‘nor the offences of our fores
s fathers;” be'tender in the great day of enquiryy
and fhew a chriftian. world tiou cantt fuffer and
forgive! -

Such, then, is the natore and’ magnitude of are
ayil exifting among us, and for the diminution and:
final extintion of which, the Soerery which I
now. addre(s was inftituted :—an evil which reafon,
juflice,, thereligion of Chrift, and found policy,

" 'with .one voice condemn:—an evil, therefore,

again{k which,. whether we confidér ourfelvies as
men, as chriftians, or as patriots, we are bound to
unite all our force, and to difconrage by all juft
and equitable means, Commanded by fucl high
authority, and folicited by fo many interefting con-
fiderations, I perfuade myfelf, that my fellow citi-

zens
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zens will neither confider it an object unworthy of
their attention, nor be deterred by all the clamours
of prejudice and of avarice, from contributing
their influence and their exe1t1ons to 1ts {'peedy and
everlafting abolitiop.

Many have been the propofals of benevolent
men to remedy this grand evil, and to ameliorate
the condition of . the injured negroes. But,
while I.revere the very miftakes of thofe who have
fhewn themfelves friends to human happme{'s, yek
the moft of thefe propofals appear to me incum-
hered with infuperable difficnltics, and, in fome
points of view, to involve greater mifchief than
the original diforder defigned tq be cured. Im-
mediately to emancipate fe'vefz Jundred {houfand
flaves, and fend them forth into fociety, with alt
the ignorance, habits, and vices of their degraded
education about them, wounld probably produce
effects more unthappy than any one is able to calcu-
late or conceive. Nor does the plan appear much
more plaufible, which fome haye propofed, to col-

ledt, and fend them back to the country from

whence they or their fathers have been yiolently:

dragged ; or, to form them into a colony, in fome
retired part of our own territory. I thall not pro-
nounce either of thefe impracticable; becaufe one
of them has been attempted by an European na-
tion, and not altogether without fuccefs, I fhall
not f3y, that fuch a removal would be lefs happy

for

A
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for the fubjects of it, than ‘theif picfent cohs
dition; becaufe, in particular inftinces, it might
prove otherwife. But, in my viéw; the difficuls
ties ahd objeCtions attending fitch a plan, efped
vially on a large ‘fcale, ave far greater and moré
nuimerous than imany fanguine fpcculators have
{eemed to {'uppofe., ‘
- Perhaps.nio method can be devifed, to deliver our
country from the evil in queftion; more fafe, more
promifing, and more ealy of execution;' than one
whith has been partially adopted in fome of the
{tates, and hitherto-with all the fuccefs that could
have been ‘expected.: This plan is; to frame laws,
which will bring about emancipationinaGRADUAL
MANNER ; which willy at the fame tlme, PROVIDE
FOR THE INTELLECTUAL AND MORAL CULTIA
vaTiol of {laves, that tliey may. be prepared to
exercife the rights, and difcharge the duties of citi-
zens, when liberty thall be given them ; and which,
having thus fitted them for the ftation, will confer
upon them, in due time, the privileges and dignity
of other freemen. By the operation of fuch aplan,
it is eafy to {6 that flavery, at no great diftance of
-tuhie; would be banifhed from the Umted States ;
the mifchiefs attending an ‘univerfal and inimediate
emancipation would be, in a great meu.fure, if not
entirely, prevented; and beings, who are now
gnawing the vitals, and wafting the ftrength of the
body politic, might be converted into wholefome
and
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and ufeful inembers of it. Say.not that they aré
unfit. for the rank of citizens, and can never:be
made honefl: and induftrious members of the com-
munity. Say not that their ignorance ‘and bruta-

PRIl Sy ey

lity muft operate as everlafting bars againt their |

being elevated to this ftation: Al Ju:ft reafoning

abjures the flimfy pretext, Make them fréemen;
and they will foon be found te.have the ‘manners,
the character, and the virtues of freemen,®: i
- In two of our fifter States, the important work of
which Iam {peaking is already, in a-gréat meafure;

atchieved. ., In MassacruserTts. and  New. .

HAMPSHIRE there is not 4 fingle flave!.. In both

thcy were all emancipated in, a fingle days .andmo |
inconvenience refulted from an event {o honourable !

to humanity. Nable example! Eappy. trivmph
of truth and juftice over a miftaken and fordid
policy ! VWhen fhall a fimilar-wifdom pervade the
union, and refcuc our national character ffom dif-
grace? When fhall this rorsrone be laid upon

. ' ® u Bl e .101“’

and social equalu:y with the whites, even aftor the best education
they can réceive, 1s not a very pleasant one to a gleat ,maJmlty
even of thosewlio are warmly engaged for their emancipation:
T shall pot discuss the reasonableness:of such. feel;ngs at .pre-

sent.  Trissufficient to say, that onr political body is labouring .

under a most hurtfpl and dangerous disease; and that the most
skilful physician-cannot restore-it-to health without the exbi-
hitign of some remedies which are imore or less unpalatable,

i
{
:
:
}7
I
!
i

# Tt is.easy to foresee thntmany strong p1 e_;udlces, aud m'uw -3
feelings nbt altogether unnatiral; will oppose the execution of
this plan., _Theiflea of admitting pegroes to a state of/ po]mcal e
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ol REPUBLICAN FABRIc, which, until then,

| muft exhibit a moft defective and inconfiftent

appearance ?

In the purfuit of this laudablé and important
object, you, my fellow citizens of the SocinTy
whom I how addrefs, need no exhortations of mine
to infpire you with zeal—no hints from me to di-
ret your €xertions. Your labours have been {o
indefatigable and f{uccefsful, that I have only to
repeat the injunétion of holy writ,—Be not weary
fn well doing, 'To tell this audience, that you
have no wifh to oppofe the laws of your country,
nor to invade the fights of private property—To -
fay, that.you have no defire to excite a {pirit of difs
conterit and infolence among.thofe whom the public -
will, however miftaken, has devoted to flavery—

. To fay, that your only objedls, as a Society, are,
. to refcue thofe who are #n/awfully held in bond-

age; to promote, by all juft means, fuch a gradual
manumiffion, as {hall be confiftent with the public

- good ; ‘and to cultivate a {pirit of {obriety, honefly;

and good behaviour among the negroes of every
defcription—To fay that thefe are your only ob-
jetts, would be condefcending to obviate prejudices,
and to repel calumnies, which, as I am perfuaded

" they have no juft ground, are entitled to but .

little attention;—prejudices and calumnies, to
which the tenor of your proceedings, if examined,
will furnith an abundant and honourable anfwer.

E But,
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But, amidft all the oppofition which .you arg |
called to encounter, in purfuing the objects of your [

affociation, you have grounds of encouragement
"and fupport of the moft fubflantial kind. The
good effects of your benevolent exertions are al.
ready great and extenfive, You cannot look back,
without the higheft pleafure, on the hundreds,

e N o L S L S e

unlawfylly held in feryitude, whofe chains you have :

broken, and whom you have elevated, in fome
meafure, to the rank of men, You canpot con«
template, without fatisfation, the perceptible and

happy influence which your proceedings have had, ;
in imprefling the rude minds of the Africans, in

general, among us; in giving-them-fome ideas of

the importance of their moral conduét; and in}
leading many of thetn to {ober and induftrious pur.
{uits.—And above 3ll, it muft reward your pafti
labours, and animate your future cxertions, to!
behold a SEMINARY FOR THE EDUCATION OF|
THE DESCENDANTS OF AFRIGCANS, grown up|

under your foftering care, to a refpectability which
promifes extenfive ufefulnefs, and which demands
the gratitude and fupport of every good citizen, *

Got

# The African Schoal abave referred to, was founded in ;

the month of November, 1787, It began with rwelve scho-

Jats, Since that time, it has been graduaily improving in every }
respeét. It is under the jmmediate care and inspeétion of g §

board of Trustees. Tt is provided with a Master, Usher, and

Mistress, by whom the pupils are taught Reading, Penman- §

ship, Arithmetic, English Grammar, and Geography; and, in

)
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Go on; then, my Friends and Colleagues, with
pnabating zeal.  You are engaged in the canle of
human happinefs, and, therefore, in the caufe of
God. Be not difcouraged by the magnitude of the
evil which you have affociated to encounter; nor
by the difficulties which occur in your way, The
fentiments of the wife and the gaod, and the fun-
damental principles of our government, muft have
a powerful operation, and they are both-on yonr
fide. * Though you cannot controul Legiﬂatﬁres;
« and though, when you plead the canfe of huma-
“ nity, they will not at all times liften to you; yet
¢ there are other .means in your power, perhaps,
« ¢ven moye effetual.  Yop can do much by dis
« recting ‘your efforts to the conviction of indivi-
% duals; by diffufing proper publications among
~« them; and by preflenting the evils of {lavery, in
¢ yarjous forms, to their minds.”*

The

addition to these, the female schiolars are instruéted in Needle-
work. The number of scholars, on the first of January, 1797,
wias oue fhnndied avd twenty-two; of whom sixty-three were
males, and ff/zy-nive females, The good behaviour, and teach-
able charadter of these scholars, have been before neticed.
. This institution is supported at the annual expence of one rhon-
sand dollars; and, of course, employs nearly the whale of the
funds of the Baciety, The benevelent, of every description,
will readily perceive, and deeply feel the strang claim which it
presents for their support and encouragement.
* Address of the Convention of 1796, to the New-York
Society, .
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"The time, I trufk, is not far diftant, when there |
fhall be no flavery to lament—no oppreffion to op~ |
pofe in the United States :—when the EManci- ¥

paTING sPIRIT Of our Conftitution [hall go forth

. pleces every chain, and trampling down every un-

juft effort - of power:—when fhe [hall proclaim, |

even to the ftranger and the {ojourner, the moment
he fets his foot upon Anierican carth, that the

ground on which he treads is facred to LiserTy; ]

and that the air which he breathes, nourifhes
FREEMEN ONLY i—when every being, who bears
th; name of MAN, whatever complexion an equa-
torid] Sun may have burnt wpon~him, and with
ihatever {olemn injuftice his rights may have been

infringed, fhall enjoy the privileges, and be raifed |
to the dignity which belong to the human cha-|.

racter, -

THE END,

in * the greatnefs of “her ftrength,” breaking in




	P. 1 - TITLE - 1612155u
	P. 3 - REQUEST FOR PUB - 1612191u
	P. 5 - 1612156u
	P. 7 - 1612157u
	P. 8 - 1612158u
	P. 9 - 1612159u
	P. 10 - 1612160u
	P. 11 - 1612161u
	P. 12 - 1612162u
	P. 13 - 1612163u
	P. 14 - 1612164u
	P. 15 - 1612165u
	P. 16 - 1612166u
	P. 17 - 1612167u
	P. 18 - 1612168u
	P. 19 - 1612169u
	P. 20 - 1612170u
	P. 21 - 1612171u
	P. 22 - 1612172u
	P. 23 - 1612173u
	P. 24 - 1612174u
	P. 25 - 1612175u
	P. 26 - 1612176u
	P. 27 - 1612177u
	P. 28 - 1612178u
	P. 29 - 1612179u
	P. 30 - 1612180u
	P. 31 - 1612181u
	P. 32 - 1612182u
	P. 33 - 1612183u
	P. 34 - 1612184u
	P. 35 - 1612185u
	P. 36 - 1612186u

