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FIFTY YEARS OF COVENANTER EVANGELIZATION 

IN SOUTH CHINA 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Statement of the Problem. 

It has been almost two thousand years since 

Jesus Christ walked on this earth, and yet there remains 

today millions of people in China who have not been 

evangelized. It is the intention to show, in this thesis, 

what has be.en done in bringing the Gospel to the Chinese 

through the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America, 

more commonly known as the Covenanters. 

Although a small denomination, the Covenanters 

are strongly missionary minded. They have had missions 

in Syria since 1856 and in Cyprus since 1887. The work 

in both of these fields has been aided by schools and medi­

cal work. In 1887 a field was also opened in Asia Minor 

where they remained until 1924. 
I In 1875 the Reverend N. R. Johnston founded a 

Chinese mission in Oakland, California. From tr~s mission 

grew a realization of the need and opportunities for work 

among the Chinese. Thus, when Dr. David Metheny of the Cove-

nanter mission in Turkey gave five thousand dollars for 

the purpose of starting a Covenanter Church in China, 

iv 



Kwong Tung Province, from which the Chinese in the Oak-

land mission had come, was chosen as the location of this 

new field. Rev. and Mrs. Elmer McBurney and Rev. and Mrs. 

A. I. Robb sailed for Hong Kong on the S. S. Peru on Novem­

ber 13, 1895, to study the language and to prepare for the 

opening of a mission in China. This took place in less than 

two years. 

B. Significance of the Problem 

One-half century having just now passed since the 

Covenanters first began their work of evangelization in South 

China, this is an opportune time to review the history of 

this mission. It is well to have a survey of the past fifty 

years in order that the Covenanters in the home:~land may 

know what bas been taking place in that field. It is hoped 

that others will be interested in seeing what is being done 

through the Covenanters, who form one small group of which 

there are many in China with the common purpose of seeking 

to bring the Gospel to the people of that land. 

The first chapter of this thesis will be devoted 

to the early history of the Covenanter mission in China, 

describing the various phases of the work, the methods used, 

and the problems met. The next chapter will deal with the 

period following the organization of the China Presbytery, 

when the church of China became self-supporting, and will 

follow through to the time of the Japanese invasion into 



China. The war called for many adjustments in the 

mission work in South China. The slnfts made during 

this period and the effect of these on the work following 

the conclusion of the war will be considered in the third 

chapter. The Summary and Conclusion will include a summary 

of the past fifty years, with special consideration given 

to the effect of the war on the work and then, a conclusion, 

giving the outlook toward the future. 

This study of Covenanter evangelization in South 

China is being undertaken with the prayer that all who 

read it may see how God has used these humble Covenanters, 

who are but one small group of His many servants in that 

land, to bring the Gospel to the Chinese, and that more 

young people should be willing to answer the call, "Come 

over into China and help us." 

C. Sources for the Study 

One major source of information has been used 

throughout this study. That is The Covenanter Witness, 

a weekly paper published by the Reformed Presbyterian 

Church of North America. This includes monthly reports 

of the Foreign Mission Board, frequent letters from the 

missionaries, reports from the mission field, and many 

items concerning China and the missionaries. 

Another primary source has been the annual 
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Minutes of the Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church 

of North America. This contains annual reports of the 

Board of Foreign Missions, annual reports from the South 

China field, and statistics of the work in South China. 

D. Method of Procedure 

The first chapter of this thesis, dealing with 

the early history of the mission in South China, will be 

based primarily upon reports and statistics contained in 

the annual Minutes of Synod. In addi tibn to these,. three 

very brief summaries of the early years in China, as con­

tained in two pamphlets and a few pages of one book, will 

be used. 

The second and third chapters, which deal with 

the last nfuneteen years, will be based upon a direct study of 

the weekly issues of The Covenanter Witness from Volume I, 

Number 1, published July 11, 1928, through 1947, and those 

issues of 1948 pertaining to the work in 1947. A study will 

be made of every item, article, letter, or report, in each 

of these issues, which is concerned with China. Consideration 

will be given not only to the actual work on the field, to 

the missionaries, and to the reports of the Foreign Mission 

Board, but also to information included in The Covenanter 

Witness .concerning current events and work being done by 

other religious organizations. Although these latter two 
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classifications of information may not be apparent as 

such in this study, it is felt that they are of value in 

determining the factors in operation which m~y influence the 

work of evangelization being done through the Covenanters 

in South China. The 1.Unutes of Synod will also be consulted 

in the writing of the second and third chapters. 

rrhere will be no further sources used in the 

summary and conclusion. This will be a drawing together 

of that which has gone before with a forward look to the 

years to come. 
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CHAPTER I 

KiffiLY HISTORY OF THE COVENANTEE MISSION IN SOU'l1H CHINA 

(1897-1928) 

A. Introduction 

A tremendous task awaited Rev. and Mrs. A. I. 

Robb and Rev. and Mrs. I. T. E. IJTcBurney when they arrived 
1 

at Canton, China, on December 12, 1895. They were the 

first Covenanter missionaries to go to China, much time 

needed to be given to the study of the Chinese language, 

and it was necessary to find a location for the opening 

of a new mission field. The road was not easy. They 

encountered drought and inflation. The work was tempo-

rarily suspended because of anti-foreign uprisings. Some 

"' of their number were called to lay down their lives for 

China. Yet, the spirit of these missionaries and of the 

others who joined them later is expressed in a letter 

from Miss Jennie B. Torrence to the home land, tJBut we 

know the work is God's, not ours, and He wil1 give all 
2 

things necessary for the advancement of His work here.'' 

1. Owen F. Thompson: 11 The lV1J.S sian in China, 11 Sketches of 
the Ministers of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of 
North America From 1888 to 1930, p. 411. 

2. Remo I. Robb: 11 Aunt Jennie's Letters, 11 The Covenanter 
Witness, Vol. XXXIX (July 2, 1947), p. 16. 

1 
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B. Work Begun (1897-1909) 

1. Evangelistic vVork Started at Tak Hing. 

The Lord did provide for the needs of these 

missionaries. Although Rev. and l'Ers. iJ.. I. Robb and Rev. 

and Mrs. I. T. E. McBurney were the first Covenanter 

missionaries to China, yet there were wissionaries from 

other churches ·who provided a home for them until they 

found a place where they might live. They also proved of 

great help to these new missionaries in a strange land by 

assisting them in finding both teachers and helpers, and 

by taking them on itinerating trips through the neighbor-

ing territory. 

In April 1896, while on a trip with Rev. E. z. 
Simmons of the Southern Baptist I~Iission to Kwong Sai 

Province, Mr. Robb passed through Tak Hing, on the banks 

of the Vfest River and about one hundred and fifty miles 
1 

west of Canton. Here they met with much success in 

selling books to the people who were friendly toward them. 

The West River, which was soon opened to steamer traffic, 

provided a good means of comii;unication between Canton and 

this inland city. Thus, Tak Hing was chosen e,s the 

location for the new mission field and work was begun 

. . . . 
l.A.I. Robb, J. K. Robb, and Jesse Mitchel: Forty Years 

in Our China l\IIission, p. 1. 
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1 
there in September 1897 when a chapel was rented. The 

chapel was on the main street and served as a preaching 

center. The missionaries did not yet have living accom-

modations at Tak Hing, but would preach every day for 

several weeks to the large crowds who gathered to see the 

ttforeign devilsn and then would return to canton to spend 
2 

a few days with their families. 

The following spring the two missionary families 
3 

moved to .Kowloon, opposite Hong Yong. This move was 

made because of the poor health of Mrs. McBurney, who 

they hoped would become better if nearer the sea breezes. 

However, she continued in ill health, and it was necessary 

for Rev. and Mrs. McBurney to sail back to the United 

states on February 25, 1899. This left Rev. and Mrs. Robb 

alone in China. 

The first property in this new mission field 
4 

was purchased on January 10, 1899· It was a piece of 

land near the river and about a fifteen minute walk from 

the center of Tak Hing, and was occupied by an old ances-

tral temple which was in ruins. Part of this was remodeled 

. . . . 
1. "Report of Foreign j:<Jiission Board, 11 Minutes of Synod 

of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America, 
1900, pp. 41, 42. 

2. Robb, Robb, and Mitchel, loc. cit. 
3. Ibid., p. 2. 
4. Ibid., p. 1. 



and made suitable for a temporary residence, and the 

remainder was torn down so that the brick might be used 

to build a wall about the large yard. The work of trans-

forming this property proceeded with sufficient speed so 

that it was ready for Mrs. Robb and the baby when they 

arrived there on May 5th after a four-day trip from Hong 
1 

Kong. They were the first white woman and child ever 

to be seen in Tak Bing, so were the subject of much 

attention from the people. 

Rev. Elmer McBurney, separated from his invalid 

wife whom he left at home, arrived back in China on 
2 

November 1, 1899. There he undertook the construction 

of a residence at Tak Hing which would accommodate two 

families. Meetings for worship were held each evening 

with the thirty or forty workmen engaged in this task. 

Also, preaching services were held in the chapel in the 

city six days each week. Shortly after taking up resi-

dence at Tak Hing a man had been secured to assist with 

the work and then, early in 1900, a Chinese Bible woman 
3 

had been added to the force. 

Although two men and several women became 

Christians during the first year, no one was received 

into the church membership. The method was followed of 

1. Ibid., p. 2. 
2. "Report of Foreign Mission Board, 11 loc. cit. 
3. Ibid. 
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waiting until they should ask to be admitted, which they 

had not yet done. It was a difficult time for those who 

became Christians, because they had to withstand the 

persecution which was taking place at that time. A group 

had stirred up fear among the people by making charges 

against the missionaries and threatening any person who 

had any associations with them. During this time two 

women who had been attending the meetings were kept at 
1 

home and not allowed to leave the house. 

2. The Boxer Rebellion. 

During the period from July 1900 until October 

1901 the work was suspended because of the Boxer Movement. 

Emperor Kwang Hsu had inaugurated a reform movement, but 

it was suppressed by his aunt the Empress Dowager. She 

followed an anti-foreign policy and encouraged members of 

a secret society knovm as the 11 Boxerst: who organized a 

political crusade the following year, late in 1899. Upon 

learning that the Government made no strong attempt to 

protect the Chinese Christians, they undertook to exter-

rninate all Christians from China. They attacked the 

foreigners as well, killing many of the missionaries 

along with the converts. Thus, the Covenanter mission-

aries in this new field were forced to return to the 

. . . . . . 
1. Ibid. 
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home land. Two days notice was given by the captain of 

the only steamer rern?-ining on the West River of the last 

trip to be made, and the United States Consul on the same 

day ordered all women and children to the coast. So, on 

July 9th, the missionaries departed from Tak Ring, leaving 

the property in charge of the local magistrate who was 
1 

very friendly. Later it was learned that on the very 

day they left one hundred and thirty missionaries were 

beheaded in another province. Being the next to last 

family to leave the interior, they could not find rooms 

in Hong Kong and so went on to Japan. Having waited there 

i'or two months and then seeing no prospect of an early 

return to China, they sailed to T..he United States, landing 
2 

in Seattle on October 16, 1900. 

When Rev. and Mrs. A. I. Robb sailed from San 

Francisco on September 12, 1901, following the Boxer 
3 

Rebellion, it was with reinforcements. With them were 

Dr. J. Maude George who planned to undertake the medical 

work and Miss Jennie B. Torrence who had been waiting 

since the year before to go out as a missionary teacher 

at Tak Hing. Upon arriving in Tak Hing on October 22nd 

they found all their property and possessions as they had 

. . . . . . 
1. Robb, Robb, and Mitchel, op. cit., p. 2. 
2. Ibid., p. 3. 
3. Ibid. 
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left them in the hands of the magistrate, except for the 

bed clothes which had been stolen and the damage which 
1 

had been done by the rust and the white ants. 

The house Yihich had been started by Rev. McBurney 

was soon corn)leted after their return to China, and 

Sabbath services were held here for those showing real 

interest. Also, services were resumed in the chapel on 

the main street of Tak Hing. Yau Sin Hing, commonly 
2 

known as 11 Grandmother Tse", was baptized on I1:larch 16, 1902. 

A woman seventy-five years of age, she was outstanding in 

that she could read. After almost five years of mission 

work at 'rak Hing, this was the first convert. She became 

a great help and was of valuable aid in work among the 

women. On July 6th the four missionaries and the one 

conver·t partook of their first communion to be held in 
3 

the China field. 

In accordance with the social standards only 

women worked among women. Thus, it was Mrs. A. I. Robb 

who for an hour before the service each Sabbath morning 

explained the Scriptures to a group of women who, like 

most of the others,could not read. These women, some 

. . . . . . 
1. "Aunt Jennie's Letter,'' The Covenanter Witness, Vol. 

JG~~VIII (March 5, 1947), p. 160. 
2. "Report of the Foreign Mission Board, 11 Minutes of Synod 

of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America, 
1902, pp. 42, 43. 

3 •. Robb, Robb, and Mitchel, op. cit., p. 3. 
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of whom were more than seventy years old, would ask :Mrs. 

Robb to teach them to pray. At the women's prayer meeting 

which she had Thursday afternoons many of them learned of 

the Word of God for the first time. 

Rev. Robb talked with the men after the Sabbath 

services. Also, he gave cards with Bible verses on them 

to the young boys who learned Bible verses and could say 

them for him. He also engaged in the distribution of 

Gospels. On one occasion of a special Chinese celebration 

when over· five thousand gathered for a parade of the idols 
l 

the missionaries sold many Gospels and talked to all who 
1 

listened. 

3. Arrival of Reinforcements. 

Soon others came to the China field. Dr. and 

Mrs. J. M. Wright and Rev. and Mrs. J. K. Robb with their 

son arrived in Hong Kong on the s. s. Doric on October 25, 
2 

1902. Dr. Kathryn McBurney and Dr. Jean McBurney came 

November 24, 1903. Then, October 23, 1904 rr~rked the 

arrival of Rev. Julius Kempf at the same IJOrt. It was 

necessary to build another dwelling to house two families 

and a church was erected. 

1. ttAunt Jennie's Letters,n (July 2, 1947), loc. cit. 
2. 11 Report of Foreign Mission Board, 11 Iviinutes of S,ynod 

of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America, 
1903, PP· 59, 6o. 
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The number of active communicants steadily 

increased each year from four in 1903 to ninety-eight in 
l 

1909. There ·was the preaching, prayer meeting.s, and 

Sabbath School, a week-day meeting for instruction of the 

women, and Rev. A. I. Robb held a class every evening for 

Bible study and worship. 

The unsanitary conditions which prevailed, the 

tropical climate to which the missionaries v:ere unaccus-

tomed, and the tropical diseases which were prevalent, 

but of which medical science knew little at that time, 

were largely responsible for the four deaths among the 

missionary force in China within twenty months. The first 

was Ivirs. Ella (A. I. ) Robb at Tak Hing on November 16, 1903, 

followed only two months later by her three-year old son, 

J·oe. On September 5, 1904 Dr. J. Maude George, who had 

only arrived in China less than three years before, was 

called to give up her life while at the sea shore at 

IVIacao. 1'lis s Jennie Torrence, the sister of Mrs. Ella 

Robb, had taken the children to be with their grandparents 

in America after the death of their mother. In the fall 

of 1904, though, she returned to China to open her Girls' 

School, hoping soon to move into a fine nevv building. 

However, she also contracted a tropical disease and went 

1. Robb, Robb, and Mitchel, op. cit., p. 4. 
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to her heavenly reward on June 26 the next spring. A few 

months later, December l, 1905, occurred the first death 
l 

of a native Christian. 

In spite of the losses interest remained high 

in the home church. Although four had been called to 

lay down their lives in China, nine others sailed for 

China in the fall of 1907, arriving in Tak Ring on October 

17th. This missionary party included Rev. and Mrs. Fl. M. 

Robb, Rev. and Mrs. R. A. Blair· and daughter, Rev. E. c. 

1\flitchell, Dr. Ida fu!. Scott, Miss Lena 'i•iilson, and Iv1rs. 

Janet c. (A. I.) Robb. Then, on December 4th of the next 

year they received Miss Jennie Dean into their number. 

January 21, 1908, was a day of joy in the 

mission station at Tak Hing. That was the date of the 
2 

first Christian wedding there. 

4. Medical ·work Begun at Tak Hing. 

l'Eedical work was begun at Ta.k I-ring when Dr. Maude 

George, the first medical missionary, reached the field in 
3 

October· 1901. Prior to this t·ime Rev. Robb had effec-

tively used what minor medical aid he could administer to 

dispel the fears of the people that these foreigners had 

1. 11 Report of Foreign Mission Board, 11 Minutes of Synod of 
the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America, 
1906, p. 4o. 

2. The Mission in China 1895 to 1910, p. 1. 
3. Ibid. 
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come to harm rather than to help them. His use of carbo-

lized vaseline, quinine, salts, and one pair of tooth 

forceps had convinced him of the doors to the people which 

could be opened through medical aid. Thus, it was with 

thankful welcome that a physician v;as received on the field. 

A dispensary was first opened in one of the 

downstairs rooms of the Chinese house, included with the 

first property purchased, where many came to receive 

treatment. Later it was moved into a room of the new 

residence and remained there until they had a hospital. 

Dr. George spoke through an interpreter during these early 

months in China, dividing her time between a study of the 

language and rendering medical aid. As long as the dispen-

sary was in the residence building it was possible to keep 

only an occasional patient in the house. 

The medical staff was increased with the arrivals 

of Dr. J. iii. Vi right in 1902, Dr. Kathryn McBurney and Dr. 

Jean McBurney the next year, and Dr. Ida M. Scott in 1907. 

Miss Anna Robinson, who reached Tak Hing in November 1910, 

also assisted with the medical work. 

A much-needed building was provided in the 

erection of Greg5 Memorial Hos9ital. This was begun in 

November 1905 and in fourteen months the main building 
1 

and the two wings were ready for occupation. In the 

. . . . . . 
1. Ibid., p. 12. 
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main building were the offices, waiting rooms, dressing 

rooms, drug rooms, private wards, operating room, and 

sterilizing room. The general wards, nurses' rooms, and 

the room for microscopic work were in the wings. Equally 

divided into a department for women and a department for 

men, the building had a bed capacity of forty-four. 

In seeking to aid a people who knew little of 

medical science it was necessary to meet the problems of 

quackery, superstition, charms, and idol worship. Also, 

the people were poor and many who needed help could not 

spare time from earning a living to visit the hospital. 

Then, too, there were many others who remained very close 

to their homes and did not want to leave to go to the 

hospital. In order that some of these needs might be 

filled, Dr. Jean McBurney took charge of the itinera~~ 

work in 1908. Often as much a~ tv,_renty miles 'Nere walked 

in a single day as the journey vms made from one :warket 

town to the next dispensing rne6.icines. At each dispensary 

the Gospel was preached and portions of Scripture and 

tracts were sold. 

Both rich and poor were given treatment at the 

hospital. Everyone attended the services which were held 

each morning and evening in the wards. Also, the patients 

went to the chapel for services on Sabbath. The workers 

in the hospital were Christians, and v..rhile giving the best 
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possible treatment and care to the body of the patient, 

each sought the salvation of those under his care. 

5. Educational Vlork Opened at Tak Hing. 

Although Miss Jennie Torrence was prepared to go 

to China in the fall of 1900 to open a school, her date of 

sailing was delayed one ye~r because of the Boxer Rebellion. 

When she did arrive at Tak I-Iing, she found many anxious for 

the school to begin so that they and their children could 

read about the doctrine. Miss Torrence was to open the 

first school among 100,000 people. She found strength in 

the promises, "If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of 

God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; 

and it shall be given himli and "whatsoever we ask, we 
1 

receive of him 11
• 

Within a few months after her arrival, while 

Miss Torrence was yet very busy with her study of the 

language, the Belle Centre, Ohio, Ladies' Missionary 
2 

Society pledged the support of one native teacher. It 

was her plan to secure this first one from the Presby-

teriaE mission. Later Mr. Robb tried to find workers in 

Canton, but every station not only needed all the v;orkers 

they had, but also '.was. busy training others. 

. . . . . . 
1. Robb, Remo I.' 11 Aunt Jennie's Letters," The Covenanter 

Witness, Vol. XYJCVIII (Feb. 5, 1947), pp. 94, 95. 
2. Robb, 11 Aunt Jennie's Letters, 11 (April 2, 1947), p. 224. 
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The rice crops having failed, parents did not 

have sufficient food and so were offering their children 

to the mission. Miss Torrence was particularly anxious to 

have a school building so that she might begin work and 

take these children into a boarding school. 

Then, althoue;h )lans had been made for the school 

building which was so greatly needed, the value of building 

material increased rapidly so tba t it vrould cost much more 

than they had thought. Moreover, foJ.lowing the death of 

her sister, Miss Torrence had to return to the home land 

with her sister's chil.dren. However, she went back to 

China in the fall of 1904 intending soon to move into a 

new building and start the school for girls. Finally, 

when the building was completed and the school was about 

to be opened, Miss Torrence was called Home and she never 

saw the opening of the school to which she had given so 

much. 

Mrs. J. M. Wright offered to carry on the work 

which Miss Torrence had planned. Thus, in the fall of 

1905 the Tak Ring "Love the Doctrine 11 Girls' School was 
l 

opened. Later Dr. Kathryn McBurney took charge for 

two years, until her furlough in· the spring of 1909, when 

~~rs. Wright resumed the resrJonsibility. 'rhe illness of 

1. The Mission in China 1895 to 1910, p. 7. 
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Mrs. Wright placed the supervision of the Girls' School 

under Mrs. A. r. Robb in February 1910. Mrs. E. c. 

Mitchell and Dr. Jean McBurney were also of great help in 

the school. 

The basement of the chapel was used for the 

first seminary class, started by Dr. A. r. Robb in March 
1 

1906. Here the natives were trained for evangelistic 

work. The students spent their vacations in the six out-

stations which were opened in market tovms of the district. 

Also, the missionaries made occasional visits to these 

market tovms, and soon there was a growing group of Chris-

tians to be found in these places. 

Just one year later the Boys' School was started. 

Property had been secured in the city of Tak Hing and a 

school building erected for this purpose. The first class, 

under the direction of Rev. A. r. Robb, consisted of 
2 

fourteen pupils. He was relieved two months later by 

Rev. Kempf who became supervisor of the Boys' School. 

Then, in October 1908 Dr. Kathryn McBurney 
3 

opened the Women's School. The women came here to study 

and to learn more of the doctrine. They attended daily 

. . . . . . 
l. Ibid., p. 8. 
2. uReport of Foreign Iviission Board, 11 Minutes of the Synod 

of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America, 
1908, pp. 65-67. 

3. The Mission in China 1895 to 1910, p. 10. 
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classes in secular as well as Bible subjects and had a 

service each day which was conducted by one of the native 

evangelists. 

C. Viork Organized and Expanded (1909-1921) 

1. Organization at Tak Ring. 

The Tak Hing district in which the Covenanter 

mission work was begun in China covered a territory of 

about 3,600 square miles. It lay partly on the south side 

and partly on the north side of the West River. The Tak 

Hing district had an estimated population of between one 

and one-half and two million, with 50,000 in the city of 
1 

Tak Hing, which was the largest in the district. 

Following the early years of preparation, much progress 

was made in organization, especially beginning in 1909. 

This was possible partly because the public attitude at 

this time was not really hostile. Also, the political 

disturbances which were being stirred up had not yet 

become a hindrance. 

Some chapels had been opened in the Tak Hing 

district even before 1909. In a number of these new 

centers both school and medical work had been started as 

well. Stations were opened at Sha Pong, lVIa Hui, Tung On, 

. . . . 
1. Robb, Robb, and Mitchel, op. cit., p. 6. 
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1 
and Che T sa i. Three of these had native preachers all 

of vvhom had received their training at the mission Semi-

nary. 

The Christians were growing in the faith and 

many were entering actively into Christian service, and 

realizing their responsibility toward their fellow men. 

In face of persecution many showed that they were sincere 

and willing to endure suffering if necessary to maintain 

their stand for Christ. When some of the converts were 

persecuted and threats were made to take their property 

and even their lives, these Christians remained faithful 

to the Saviour whom they had accepted. 

The converts at Tak Hing bad grown not only in 

faith, but also in number. From the first convert in 1902 

the number had grown each successive year to 4, 13, 23, 4o, 

53, 75, and 98. The time had come for these native 

Christians to form a congregation. The Synod of 1908 had 

appointed a Commission to organize a congregation at Tal{ 
2 

Ring. Thus, on October 4, 1909, the commission met with 

the congregation and elected Chung Sik Man, Taam Hei Shing, 

Dr. J. M. Wright, Chan Tsz King, Leung Mau I.:ring, Chung On 

1. The Mission in China 1895 to 1910, p.4. 
2. -rrReport of Comrni ttee on Foreign :t:!lissions, tt Minutes of 

the Synod of the F_eformed Presbyterian Church of North 
America, 1908, p. 61. 
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1 
Taai, and Chue Ron Shang as elders. Lei Liu Cheung, Lob 

:cwan Ying, Mrs. A. I. Robb, Che Sz Man, and Chan Chi Tung 

were elected as deacons. The ordination and installation 

of these officers took place on December 31, 1909, consti-

tutiilg the official organization of the Tak Hing congre-

gation with six elders, five deacons, and a membership of 
2 

one hundred and seventeen. 

The enrollment in the Girl's School reached 

forty, necess:i.tating the provision of additional accommo-

dations in a building originally intended for twenty-five. 

In October 1910 the Course of Study outlined by the 

Unification Committee of the Canton Educational Association 

was adopted and the up-to-date New National Readers were 
3 

used in the School. Enrol~ment in the Boys' School also 

incr·eased, rising by 1909 to forty-two pupils ranging in 

age from nine to twenty-nine years. The first seminary 

graduation took place in February, 1S09, with four students 
4 

having completed the course of study. A second class was 

started the same year. ~ithin the first two years nine 

1. "Minutes of Commission Appointed by Synod of 1908 to 
Organize a Congregation at Tak Hing, China, 11 Minutes 
of the Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian ChurcE-or­
North America, 1910, pp. 73-75. 

2. 11 Report of Commission Appointed by Synod of 1908 to 
Organize a Congregation at Tal:: Ring, China, 11 Iviinutes 
of the Synod of the Eeformed Pre sbyter·ian Church of 
North America, 1910, pp. 70-73. 

3. The Mission in China 1895 to 1910, p. 8. 
4. Ibid. 
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from the Women's School became members of the church. 

There were many opportunities for service to be rendered 

by the Bible women who had received the training offered 

in this school. The first blind pupil who had been taken 

in joined the group of believers and united with the Tak 

Hing congregation. Thus, the schools grew and more were 

added to the number· of Christians. 

A mission medical association was organized in 

1910 with Dr. Ida M. Scott as president and Dr. Kathryn 
1 

McBurney as the secretary and treasurer. 'l'hey held 

regular meetings to discuss medical subjects and to plan 

the work. That same year the first nurse, Miss Anna 

Robinson, arrived on the field. A medical school was 

started to train the native workers, so that in the years 

to come they might be the ones to carry on the work. 

During the year· ending in the spring of :1..911 ninety patients 

were treated in the Tak Hing hospital, 2,638 at dispensaries, 

2,135 during 159 itinerary trips, besides those met at 
2 

59 out calls. 

Do Sing in the Tak Ring district and fifteen 

miles above the city of Talr. Hing on the south bank of the 

. . . . . . 
1. Ibid., p. 12 
2. 11 Report of Foreign Mission Board, 11 Minutes of the Synod 

of the Eeformed Presbyterian Church of North America, 
1911, P· ss. 
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West River was entered by missionaries in 1909. The work 

was in charge of Rev. and i\[rs. Mitchell and Dr. Jean 

McBurney. Rev. and Mrs. •e.:. C. !VIitchell moved to the Do 

Sing station in October, 1910. The first service in the 

chapel at Do Sing was held November 13th of that same 
1 

year. Evangelistic, school, and medical work were begun 

in this center. Work was also started among the lepers 

on the river bank there. Within six years almost all of 

them were baptized. Then, in 1916, public feeling against 

the lepers running high, they were bribed into the middle 

of the West River with promise~ of food and then their 
2 

boats upset, and all were drowned. 

2. Expansion to Include Lo Ting. 

The Lo Ting district, to the south and vvest of 

the Tal:;: Hing district, had been occupied for many years 

by the Christian and Missionary Alliance. However, their 

center of work was in Kwong Si, the next province to the 

west, and Lo Ting was their only station in the Kwong 
3 

Tung province. Thus, in 1913 they asked that the 

Reformed Presbyterian .r.ussion take over their vwrk at 

Lo Ting. They had a chaf:)el which would seat over two 

. . . . . . 
1. Ib:id., p. 57· 
2. Robb, Robb, and Mitchel, op. cit., p. 9. 
3. 11 Re_port of Foreign N!ission Board, 11 Minutes of the Synod 

of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America, 
1913, p. 60. 
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hundred, a building used for a girls' school, and an 

eight-room dwelling, all of which were in good condition. 

A boys' school had been conducted for some years and more 

recently a girls' school had been started. The congrega-

tion of about one hundred members was evidence of the 

impact which Christianity had made on this vicinity. 

The city of Lo Ting is about forty miles south 

west from Tak Hing, on a small river vrhicb empties into 

the West River about three miles west of Tak Bing. Being 

two or three times as large as the first city in which the 

missionaries began their work and having several very 

large towns nearby, Lo -Ting offered excellent ouportunities 

for expanding the work. 

The Refe>rmed Presbyterian Mission took over the 

Lo Ting district in 1914 and Rev. E. C. Ii.lli tchell was in 
1 

charge of the work there. On October 15th the China 

Commission of the Reformed Presbyterian Church met in Lo 

Ting for the election of officer·s for the new congree;a-
2 

tion. The elders elected were Lei Ching Chuen, Cheung 

Tik Chau, Lo Kwok Hing, Taam Tsz Ting, Lo Kam Poh, and 

E. J. M. Dickson, and the deacons were Chan Chau Shan, 

. . . . . . 
1. Thompson, op. cit., pp. 411, 412. 
2. 11 Minutes of the Commission in China," Minutes of the 

§.;y:god of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of l\!orth 
America, 1915, pp. 74-76. 
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Lei Hing Ting, Cheung Man Hin, and Au Chiu Tong. A 

congregation was organized there on Dececnber 25, 1914, 

with the six elders, four deacons, and seventy-seven 
1 

members. Seventy-three were received on certificate 

from the Christian and l\ifissionary J:.lliance and four were 

received on confession of their faith and baptized at 

the December communion. 

At Lo Ting a boys' school was started in an old 

Buddhist temple which was used by the mission without the 

payment of rent because it was being used for school pur-
2 

poses. The second year Rev. D~ R. Taggart succeeded in 

obtaining an excellent Chinese Christian teacher for full 

time work in this school. The girls' school, known as 

11 The True Road Girls' School, 11 was under the direction 

of Miss Ella :Margaret Stewart and had an enrollment of 
3 

fifty-four day and four boarding pupils. An adjoining 

building vias rented, increasing the room capacity from 

forty to sixty-five. The native teachers from Tak Hing 

were of great help in the schools at Lo Ting. Meetings 

were also held for women twice each week. The attendance 

at these varied considerably. 

. . . . . . 
1. Ibid. 
2. 11 Report of Foreign :Mission Board," Ivlinutes of the 

§.!nod of the ~eforraed Presb,rterian Church of North 
America, 1915, pp. 6 -70. 

3. 1TReport of' the Board o:r Foreisn Iviissions, 11 Minutes of 
the Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North 
America, 1916, p. 60. 
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In Tak Hing the educational program had been 

centered about boarding schools where the pupils were 

given worl\: to do so that they might earn their way. The 

situation was quite different at Lo Ting. Here almost all 

of those enrolled were day pupils and paid their own 

tuition. Many of them were from homes which were heathen, 

but were wealthier than those about Tak IUng. Although 

there were good government schools in ~,o Ting, the Mission 

schools were popular and prospered, being the means of 

bringing the boys and girls to ltnow Christ as their Saviour. 

A new building of three stories, a gift of 

Mr. N. Redpath of Olathe, Kansas, was erected for the 

girls of Lo Ting. This school, Redpath's 1\'lemorial School, 
1 

was completed and dedicated December 31, 1919. Before 

the close of the first year all except four of these 

girls became believers and asked for baptism, two being 

held back by their parents. As each girl believed she 

began praying and working for the salvation of one other 

girl among her friends. In Miss Rose A. Huston's schools 

at Tak Ring, too, progress had been made so that by the 

end of this year every pupiL who was old enough was 

either a member of the congregation or had applied for 

baptism. 

. . . . 
1. "Report of the Board of :F'oreign I>!iissions to the Synod 

of 1920, 11 Minutes of the Synod of the Reformed Presby­
terian Church of North America, 1920, pp. 59-64. 
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Dr. E. J. M. Dickson was in charge of the medical 

work at Lo Ting. Within the early months clinic days 

were increased from one to three and a diS~)ensary set up 

in the same temple used by the boys' school. During the 

first five and one-half months at Lo Ting Dr. Dickson 

had 524 patients, twenty-four outcalls, and performed 
1 l 

four operations. The next year he held ninety-eight 

clinics with 1,065 patients and eleven operations. The 

number of clinic patients was doubled the following year. 

A hospital was erected in November 1917, vri th no expense 

to the home church, but the burden of the cost being 

carried by the Chinese and the building dedicc:tted free of 

debt. Through the following years this hospital contin-

ued to be self-supporting. By 1920 the dispensary was 

reaching over five hundred villages. The medical services 

reached far and olans were laid to include care for the 

lepers also. Three acres of land wenedonated in 1919 for 
2 

a Leper Asylum. Dr. Dickson followed the policy of 

impressing upon the Chinese their responsibility for these 

unfortunate ones of their number and they were to provide 

for this new work. 

1. "Report of Foreign Mission Board," Minutes of the Synod 
of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America, 
1915, p. 70. 

2. "Minutes of the Board of Foreign Mis.sions to the Synod 
of 1919, 11 Minutes of the Synod of the Reformed Presby­
terian Church of North .America, 1919, pp. 75-81. 
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The work of organization and expansion was 

successfully carried on during this period and brought 

about growth not only in numbers but also in the spiritual 

life of individuals and of groups. Duties were success-

fully placed with various committees, bringing about more 

effective operation in each of the phases of the work. 

By 1921, in addition to the schools ami the two hospitals, 

there were five ordained ministers and their wives, two 

single women, five Chinese licentiates, thirteen Christian 

men evangelists, and five women Bible readers carrying on 

work in two organized congregations and thirteen stations 
1 

with twelve chapels. 'l'here were 659 communicants and the 

thirty-one teachers had an average attendance of 279 at 

their eleven Sabbath Schools. There were also one Bible 

class and nine prayer meetings held regularly. The four 

' foreign teachers now had a class of ten theological 

students in the training school, who in the years to come 

would themselves be carrying on much of the mission work 

and reaching out to new stati6ns •. 

D. Work Self-Supporting (1921-1928) 

1. Self-Support Plan Adopted~ 

As has been shown, the work at Lo Ting, in a 

. . . . . . 
1. "Heport of the Board of Foreign Missions," Einutes of 

the Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North 
America, 1921, pp. 87-92. 
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community where there were Christians when that field was 

taken over from the Christian and jVIissionary Alliance, the 

plan of placing as much as possible of the financial sup-

port upon the people was followed. This policy was put 

into practice more and more as soan as it was felt that 

the people were ready to assume this responsibili t3r. The 

hospital at Lo Ting had been built by the Chinese and had 

been self-supporting, the school students paid their own 

tuition, and the Chinese provided for the Leper Hospital, 

the first structure being completed in 1924, with the 

lepers themselves doing the construction work, of whom 
l 

one had been an experienced builder. 

In Tak lUng also the work \~as gradually becoming 

more self-supporting. The industry training provided in 

the schools had enabled many of the students to sell the 

articles they learned to make and thus pay part of their 

school expenses. The proportion of the students boarding 

at the school was greatly reduced. Also, offerings were 

being given in the congregation there. The policy had 

been adopted throughout the Mission of opening additional 

chapels only where the native Christians had the deep 

desire for a chapel which would prompt them to provide one 

. . . . 
1. ''Report of Board of Foreign Missions to the Synod of 

1924, 11 Minutes of the Synod of the Eeformed Presbyter­
ian Church of North America, 1S24, pp. 54-57. 
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for themselves. Thus, step by step the Chinese Christians 

were encouraged to become independent of the Mission in 

so far as they could as soon as they were ready for it. 

The Reformed Presbyterian ~.:1ission in China had 

from the beginning followed the policy carried out by other 

missions of the executive authority resting with the Mission. 

The 'Nork, too, was almost entirely supported by the home 

church. The Covenanter missionaries, however, felt that 

the native Christians should have a share in the responsi-

bility which was rightfully theirs. They sought to get 

the Chinese to support the work as much as they could. 

Then, they took a step which was to constitute a major 

advance in the mission work in South China. 'rhe mission-

aries requested that the administration of the work be 

transferred to a Council to be composed of the foreign 
1 

missionaries and representatives of the Chinese Church. 

Matters regarding the native church would then be dealt 

with by this council. Also, they proposed to bring the 

native church to a position of self-support, except for 

the salaries and expenses of the foreign missionaries. This 
2 

request was approved by the 1922 Synod of the home church. 

. . . . 
1. 11 Report of Committee on Foreign Missions, 11 Minutes of 

the Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North 
America, 1922, pp. 58, 59. 

2. 11 Report of the Board of Foreign Missions to the Synod 
of 1923, 11 :Minutes of the Synod of the Reformed Presby­
terian Church of North America, 1923, p. 70, 71. 
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There were many problems to be met in establish-

ing this new form of administration. Some of the Chinese 

were not anxious to assume the financial burdens of their 

churches and stations. There were those among the workers 

who had felt secure under the support of the church 

represented by their missionaries and novv found their faith 

tested. This sense of insecurity caused a few of the 

workers to discontinue their services. Some were reluc-

tant to give up their easy nurturing under the missionaries' 

responsibility. There were cases where teachers were 

tempted to draw pupils into the school because of the 

tuition which their enrollment would bring so that they 

would be more certain of receiving their salary. 

It was a period of real testing for the Chin~se 

members of the congregations and the Chinese workers, and 

a venture of faith on the 1Jart of the missionaries. The 

policy of Chinese participation in administration and of 

complete self-support meant a sifting in the membership 

and a limitation of the work to that which was most essen-

tial. For the first time since the beginning of the 

Mission there was no increase in the church membership of 

the South China church, but rather a decrease of three in 
l 

the year ending the spring of 1923, leaving a roll of 684. 

. . . . . . 
1. "statistics of the Presbyteries for the Year Ending 

March 31, 1923, 11 Minutes of the Svnod of the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church of North America, 1923, p. 201. 
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However, it was also a time of strengthening and there was 

an increase again the following year, with the number of 
1 

communicants rising to 758. 

Some of the Chinese refused to give any financial 

aid and only by the sa.laried v;orkers was as much as one 

tenth given. Even with the reduction in the work under-

taken the major source of the support was through the 

tithes of the missionaries. Yet the undertaking was not 

a failure. A large majoritJ of the salaried. workers did 

tithe, and the total Chinese contributions were over twice 

as large as they had ever been before. The leaders were 

diligent in teaching the members the duties and privileges 

of stewardship. Although one teacher leSt immediately 

because of the new policy and did al~ he could to harm the 

Redpath Girls' School, the enrollment went up to 128, the 
2 

highest that it had ever been. _Many, many members did 

show their faithfulness and met the test of these new 

standards set before them. There was not the falling 

away of members which some had anticipated, but there 

was the starting of the Chinese church on its road of 

self-support. 

. . . . . . 
1. 11 Statistical Report of Foreign Mission Work, 11 I\1inutes 

of the Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church~ 
North America, 1924, p. 159. 

2. 11 Report of the Board of Foreign Missions to the Synod 
of 1923, 11 IVJ:inutes of the Synod of' the Reformed Presby­
ter·ian Church of North America, 1923, pp. 70-74. 
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2. Hindrances to the \~iork. 

The early 1920's were marked by almost constant 

conflict among the various political leaders, leaving much 

of the country with practically no real rule a large por-

tion of the time. This situation provided an opportunity 

for banditry to become widespread. Much of the South 

China Mission field was subject to the destruction caused 

by these armed groups of men. Hundreds of villages were 

destroyed or burned and thousands of persons killed or 

held for ransom. Armies frequently passed through the 

district, but without much fighting. 

Dr. Dickson reported: 

"Not since the Taiping rebellion seventy years ago has 
this province in which our work is located seen so 
much unrest, distress and bloodshed as in the year 1923; 
and not since the Boxer uprising of 1900 have so many 
of our fellow-workers in Central and North China been 
brutally assaulted, kidnapped or killed. Our ~wn 
district has suffered much at the hands of robbers and 
the frequent conflicts between contending military 
forces, but vie praise His name that in spite of these 
conditions and the difficulties that attend them, we 
have been keJ.Jt in good health and from all harm, and 
have never had greater opportunity for service. The 
Lord has dealt with us exceeding graciously and we 
have great reason to thank Him and take courage."1 

Rev. Kempf wrote: 

"In my nineteen years of missionary service no other 
year has been so full of real danger, and yet we have 

. . . . . . 
1. "Report of the Board of Foreign IvTissions to the Synod 

of 192LJ-, 11 Minutes of the S nod of the Reformed Presb -
terian Church of North America, 192 , p. 50. 
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not suffered a scratch. No other year has been so full 
of anxiety for the safety of the lives and property of 
others (many of whom thrust themselves and their 
possessions upon us), and1yet they suffered nothing of 
what we feared might be. 11 

Yet, in the face of these days of fear and anxiety 

there were those Christians 1.vho continued in the spread of 

the Gospel in spite of the difficulties which they encoun-

tered. Mr. Chan, who had become a Christian while attending 

a school in one of the outste,tions from Lo Ting, at this 

time entered the most notoriously wicked village of the 

district. There, at his own expense, he rented a house 

reported to be haunted by devils, repaired it, and moved 

in. He supported his family by selling medicine dur:ing 

the week and devoted his time on the Sabbath to preaching 

the Gospel. Soon he had remodeled an old building into a 

chapel and within one year invited Fev. P. C. Adams to 
2 

baptize the twenty-two men and women converts. 

Disasters continued during the year 1924-1925. 

The Tak Hing district had its most destructive flood in 

many years, seriously damaging the mission property. A 

smallpox epidemic threatened the Lo Ting district, making 

it necessary for Dr. Dickson to organize vaccination teams 

to work throughout that area. Gambling and opium smoking 

were prevalent, ruining many lives. 1Har and political 

. . . . . . 
1. Ibid., p. 54. 
2. Ibid., pp. 55, 56. 
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chaos brought with it thievery, brigandage, murder, and 

immorality. By 1925 the Communists were mal;;:ing strides in 
l 

exerting an anti-Christian and anti-foreign influence. 

In some places attacks were made upon foreisners, but no 

demonstrations of a serious nature were staged in the 

Reformed Presbyterian Mission field. 

These days which were so difficult and during 

which the people l:i.ved in almost constant terror, proved 

to be an 09portunity for the Mission to witness for Chris-

tianity. The people, in their time of anxiety and distress, 

turned to the Mission and the missionaries for comfort and 

help. Many refugees crowded into the Mission grounds and 

the Gospel was presented to all who entered there. Parents 

brought their children to the Mission schools that they 

might be better protected. The hospitals were kept 

extremely busy caring for the wounded. Even a group of 

wounded soldiers were taken to the hospital for treatment 

and they not only paid their entire bill, but also left an. 

extra gift of money to show their appreciation of the 
2 

service which had been rendered in their behalf. 

3. China Presbytery Organized. 

In the midst of strife and turmoil, with the 

. . . . . . 
1. Eobb, Robb, and l\'litchel, op. cit., p • ..L4. 
2. 11 Report of the Board of :?oreign IVIissions to the Synod 

of 1926, 11 Minutes of the Synod of the Reformed Presby­
terian Church of North America, 1926, pp. 64-68, 71. 
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anti-Christian and anti-foreign attitude becoming eve-r 

more prevalent in China, the Reformed Presbyterian Church 

continued to grow in South China., Self-support was but 

a small part of the goal which the Mission in South China 

had in view. They were seeking to lead the native Chris-

tians into becoming not only a self-supporting, but a 

self-governing, and a self-propagating church. Other 

phases of this project were more important than the 

financial aspect. One step toward self-government had 

been taken when the Council had been formed whereby the 

Chinese were re-presented and given a voice in matters 

pertaining to the native church, and in the program of 

evangelism. 

They hoped from the Council to move forward and 

establish a Presbytery. In this foreign missionaries and 

native workers would cooperate with equal authority. As 

soon as possible the work would be given over to the 

native workers and the missionaries would move on to new 

and unoccupied territories. 

The China Commission at its meeting in Tak Hing 

on March 28, 1925, resolved: 

"that the Commission present recommendations to the 
Council urging the need of ordained Chinese ministers 
and the erection of a Presbytery and that the moder­
ators of the Lo Ting and Tak Hing sessions be appointed 
a committee to prepare these recommendations. 11 1 

. . . . . . 
1. "Minutes of the Commission of the Reformed Presbyterian 

Church," Minutes of the Synod of the Reformed Presby­
terian Church of North America, 1925,-· p. 10. 



35 

Two Chinese Christians, Mr. Ch'ue Hon Shaang and 

Mr. Chung On T'aai, were ordained to the ministry. They 

were the unanimous choice of the Church in China and began 

their duties immediately following their ordination. Then, 

on December 14, 1926, the China Presbytery of the Reformed 

Presbyterian Church was organized and held its first 
1 

meeting at Lo Ting, South China. The elders to this first 

meeting of the China Presbytery were Chan Kong Ngai from 

Tak Hing and Lam Hon Teng fro:n Lo 'l'ing~ At the time ·of 

organization the Presbytery had four ministers, the two 

Chinese ministers who were ordained, 'N. M. Robb and E. C. 

Mitchell. They also had four unordained men under the 

care of the Presbytery who were engaged in evangelistic 

work under the Chinese Council. There were three other 

unordained men preaching and doing evangelistic work who 

were self-supporting. This new Presbytery had two organ-

ized congregations and thirteen mission stations. One of 

these stations, T'aai P'ing, became a congregation within 

the first year. 

The native leaders were reluctant to deal with 

the problem of discipline among the church members. Sin 

and scandal in the individual lives of some of those on 

the roll presented a real problem. In 1928, though, the 

1. Thompson, op. cit., p. 412. 
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Chinese leaders did adopt the policy of uprooting that 

which was harming the congregations and as a result suc-
1 

ceeded in purifying and strengthening the church. With 

an ordained native ministry and the establishment of the 

Presbytery the Reformed Presbyterian Church in South China 

was not only on the road of self-support, but also making 

advances in self-government. 

E. Summary 

The establishment of the Reformed Presbyterian 

Church in South China met with many difficulties. There 

was the unrest and anxiety brought on by the revolution 

of 1911 when the Manchu dynasty was overthrovm and the 

Republic established, by the political chaos of the 1920's, 

with the overrunning of that section by bands of robbers 

and the anti-foreign and anti-Christian propaganda which 

stirred up the people. Within the group of Christians 

there were those who proved unfaithful. Yet, the results 

after thirty years of mission work in that land were very 

encouraging. The missionaries sought to evangelize the 

Tak Hing district and later the Lo Ting district of the 

Kwong Tung province in South China through preaching, 

. . . . . . 
1. "China 11 (Report of China Presbytery), Minutes of the 

Slnod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North 
America, 1928, pp. 30, 31. 
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Bible study classes, itinerate work, offering theological 

training, schools for boys, girls, and women, and through 

the hospitals. In each case the primary purpose behind 

the efforts of these faithful missionaries was that of 

evangelization of the Chinese. 

At first the preaching was the present~tion of 

the gospel truth in the simplest form. They were given 

the truths of faith and repentance. Later they were 

impressed with the duties that grew out of the acceptance 

of the truths they had been taught. As more hearers 

became interested Bible study classes were started and 

prayer met::tings were held. At times they bad large evan­

gelistic meetings. 

The itinerant work proved of immeasurable value 

in r·eaching many villages of' the tvm districts occupied 

by the missionaries. This method of reaching the unreached 

was given more and :nore attention. Frequently many miles 

were traveled, often on foot, to visit the outlying 

villages to which the G-ospel bad never been taken. The 

missionaries would make these journeys accompanied by 

Chinese Christian workers. 

It was the common view of the missionaries that 

the evangelization of this section of China could be 

carried on effectively only through a trained native 

ministry. In accord with this the theological Training 
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School was given a prominent place. The students attended 

the classes for one half of the year and spent the other 

six months in evangelistic work in many villages throughout 

the district. 

The schools, although offering secular and Bible 

classes, ·were maintained primarily for the purpose of 

winning souls for Christ and of creating an atmosphere 

which would instill in the students a desire for future 

Christian service on their own part. Industrial training 

was also introduced to create in the students a respect 

for honest work and to provide for them an opportunity 

to help earn their expenses while in school. Many of the 

students in the schools did enter active Christian work. 

The boys' school was a prep&.ra tory school for a number of 

them for entering the Trainine; School. The girls in many 

cases became Bible women, or teachers in either the Mission 

schools of government schools, exerting a Christian influ-

ence there. Some of the women became Bible teachers and 

helpers in the Mission or returned to their villages and 

sought to win their families, friends and neighbors to 

Christ. 

The hospitals were the means of reaching many 

of the Chinese with the Gospel. Training was given the 

Chinese for becoming doctors clnd nurses. of the 

assistants were Christians. .?atients attended. the meetings 
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held in the chapels and services were held in the wards. 

Evangelistic messages were given at all the dispensaries. 

:Many who came to receive medical treat"nent were won to 

Christ. 

The self-support plan was adopted and the Council 

formed in which the Chinese were given a voice in the 

administration. Then a native ministry was established 

and the China Presbytery was organized. Though still in 

the early stages of its development, a self-supporting, 

self-governing, self-propagating church had been started 

through the Covenanters in South China. 

Miss Ella Margaret Stewart, in a letter to the 

home church, wrote: 

"In looking over the work as a whole, you will see that 
the Chinese are coming forward into places of leadership 
and responsibility. We praise God for this. However, 
we feel there is still a place for your missionaries 
in China. • . . Your missionaries are earnestly seeking 
to serve, rather than rule, the people with whom we 
labor in the Lord, remembering that our M.aster said: 
'The Son of Man came not to be ministered unto but to 
minister .•. ; 'I am in the midst of you as he that 
serveth'; 'A servant is not greater than his lord: 
neither one that is sent greater than he that sent him. 111 1 

1. Stewart, Ella Iviargaret; 11 Genercd Revievr of the Vlork of 
Our China Mission,n The Covenanter Witness, Vol. III 
(July 3, 1939), p. 352. 
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EVANGELIZliTION IN SOUTH CHI:NA 
PRECEDING THE JAPANESE INVASION 

(1928-1937) 

A. Introduction 

Dr. Dickson, in summarizing the progress of the 

Covenanter :Mission in South China during the first thirty 

year.s writes: 

11 0ur field in China was entered in 1897, when work 
began in the city of Tak Hing. The districts of Wat 
Naam and Wan Fau, on the other side of the West River, 
were invaded within a few years, and, later still, the 
district of Fung Tsuen. In 1913, the Christian and 
Missionary Alliance transferred the Lo Ting district 
to us. In 1925, Hoi Kin was entered, so that to date 
we have six districts in which are scattered fifteen 
groups of something over 500 believers. As pastors, 
leaders, teachers, and physicians, we have thirteen 
foreign missionaries at present in our China field. 
There are also about a score of native missionaries 
occupying positions of leadership as pastors, evangel­
ists, teachers, and physicians. The population is 
estimated at over one millio£, and, of. course, is not 
yet completely evangelized. 11 

Systematic and regular effort was being made in 

China to bring the unbeliever to an acceptance of Christ, 

and the confession of His name. Yet, the work there was 

not without discouragements. During the first half of 

1928 11 war clouds still hovered in the sky, bandits ravaged 

• • • • • • 

1. Dickson, E. J. M.: "Shall We Increase Our Foreisn Force?" 
The Covenanter Witness, Vol. II ( lVIarch 27, 1929), p). 157. 
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the outlying distric-ts, and Lo Ting barely escaped ~he 
1 

terrors of a 'Red' uprising but the work went on." 

B. Period of Peace 

1. Obstacles Removed. 

In a letter from Tak Hing on December 7, 1928, 

Mrs. w. M. Robb wrote: 

nit is just a year ago since our city was filled with 
10,000 troops, with distinct communistic ideals. 
Little did we know what turn affairs might take. It 
was the uprising in Canton that took them away from 
here with such haste that there was no time for 
pillaging. We surely praise God for the

2
way He has 

vouchsafed toward us His keeping power." 

The Mission in South China was thus spared 

further interference from the ttRed Russian" activities 

which had been hindering the work during the preced~ng 

two years. Peace had come to this district. 

Civil strife had largely ceased and an attempt 

was made toward reorganization and improvements. The 

new soldiers were far better trained than those who had 

previously been in this district. The Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs even proposed to return mission property occu­

pied by the military to the respective missionaries. 

• • • • • • 

1. Stewart, Ella Margaret: "General Review of the Work 
of Our China Mission,n The Covenanter Witness, Vol. III 
{July 3, 1929), pp. 350,351. 

2. Robb, Mrs. W. M.: "Encouraging Notes from Tak Hing, 11 

The Covenanter Witness, Vol. II (Jan. 23, 1929), p •. 4o. 
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This proposal gave the missionaries hope that the govern­

ment would try .to do what was right. They were also encou­

raged by the fact that the government did not interfere 
1 

with Christian schools. 

On May 5, 1929, four thousand troops entered Tak 
2 

Hing to the complete surprise of those living in that city. 

Five thousand more troops were on their way. They were 

"Westerners" rebelling against the government at Canton. 

Although both these soldiers from Kwangsi Province and 

those from Kwongtung Province passed through the Mission 

territory a number of times and made several stops in Do 

Sing, the people did not fear these s.oldiers as they had 

the Communists several years before. The blockade cut 

off transporation on the West River and itinerant work 

was reduced because of the troop movements, but no damage 

was done to the Mission property and no one was harmed. 

Another obstacle to the work in South China was 

the bandits, who in large bands raided villages, burning 

homes, and killing persons. In many districts the re­

peated raids resulted in the loss of property and land 

and some villages and markets were burned. Hundreds and 

even thousands lost their lives at the hands of the rob-

bers. In the western Tung On district almost one hundred 

• • • • • • 

1. Stewart, op. cit., p. 351. 
2. Kempf, Julius A.: "Our Work in China, 11 The Covenanter 

Witness, Vol. III (Oct. 2, 1929), p. 226. 



villages were destroyed by fire and for four years the 

people did not dare to return home and repair their houses 
1 

or plant their fields. 

The soldiers did an effective job of rounding up 

the bandits so that by the spring of 1929 bandits had 

largely disappeared. Rewards were offered for information 

concerning any who had been bandits and almost without 

exception they were executed when they were captured. Be­

cause of the danger in one mountain pass during the last 

five years, travelers had to go miles out of the way. How­

ever, soldiers found the cave of bandits, set fire to it 

and two hundred were either burned or shot as they attempt-
2 

ed to escape. 

In reviewing the work in South China during 1932, 

the Rev. J. C. Mitchel said, 11 0ur field is practically free· 
3 

from bandit actions and no wars threatened." Banditry 

was cleared from the field to the extent that it was no 

longer a major hindrance to the work. Occasional raids 

did occur later, though, as is shown in the following: 

"At the close of Chinese New Year vacation tragedy came 
to Mr. Taam, one of our Tak Hing language teachers. 
Robbers attacked his home in a village some twenty miles 
or so from Tak Hing. The bandits killed three of Taam's 

.. . . . . . 
1. Mitchel, J. C.: uWith Our Workers in China," The Cove­

nanter Witness, Vol. III (July 31, 1929), p. 76. · 
2. Stewart, Ella Margaret: "Circuit Walking in China," The 

Covenanter Witness, Vol. II (March 27, 1929), p. 155:--
3. Mitchel, J. C.: "China's Greatest Need," The Covenanter 

Witness, Vol. X (May 31, 1933), p. 278. 
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relatives and wounded a fourth and took Taam's wife 
captive. Since that time no sure word has ever come to 
the husband concerning his wife's fate. A captured 
bandit told police that in a·battle between soldiers 
and the robber gang ten captive women were killed by 
gunfire. Mr. Taam does not know whether one of these 
women was his wife and probably he will never know. 
Only the fact that Tak Hing government grammar school 
opens several days earlier than our Bible School saved 
Taam and his two children from a similar fate. They had 1 
just returned from the village when the crime took place." 

Another obstacle which was overcome at the close 

of the 1920's was the strong anti-foreign and anti-Christian 

sentiment aroused in the people by the Red propaganda. Dur­

ing the years of this movement many Christians suffered per­

secution and throughout China both native Christians and 

missionaries lost their lives. The Covenanter missionaries 

of South China were all kept in safety through this period, 

and by the end of 1928 the anti-Christian feeling had gen­

erally passed away in the South China field. 

The President of China, Chiang Kai-shek, was 

baptized on October 23, 1930. This was a ray of light for 

the Christians of that land, for even at the time of his 

baptism the Communists were massacring thousands in the 

Yangtse Valley, with Christians and missionaries as the 

special objects of their attacks, and were destroying 
2 

both mission property and church buildings. 

• • • • • • 

1. Boyle, Sam: "A Letter from Sam Bo:yle," The Covenanter 
Witness, Vol. XVII (Nov. 25, 1936) p. 340. 

2. 11 The President of China is Ba:ptized," The Covenanter 
Witness,"Vol. V (Nov. 5, 1930), p. 311. 



2. Field Open to Evangelism. 

With the removal of such obstacles as the 

Communists, the bandits, and the anti-foreign and anti­

Christian feeling came the opening of the field to evan­

gelism and the ready acceptance of the Gospel. The "Good 

Newsn was received eagerly and the Bible Society in Canton 

reported the best year in Bible sales through South China 
1 

that they had ever had. 

The position of the missionary at this time is 

depicted in the words of the Reverend E. C. Mitchell that, 

"The people seem to appreciate the foreign missionary and 

meet him in a more friendly spirit than I have known since 
2 

my first arrival in China almost twenty-four years ago." 

Gospel teams from Tak Bing found good opportuni­

ties in neighboring villages on Sabbath afternoons. The 

Missionary Committee of the Christian Endeavor Society at 

Lo Ting promoted such activities as a weekly jail service 

and other special Sabbath evangelistic meetings in nearby 
3 

villages, which were received with much interest. On 

market days there was good attendance at the meetings held. 

Large audiences gathered for the singing of the Psalms 

• • • • • • 

1• Robb~ W. M.: The Covenanter Witness, Vol. II (Jan. 23, 
1929) ' . p. 40. 

2. Mitchell, E. C.: "Encouragin6 News from Lo Ting,t' The 
Covenanter Witness, Vol. VI lMay 27, 1931), p. 343:--

3. Dean, Jennie M.: 11 Wi th Our Missionaries in China, 11 The 
Covenanter Witness, Vol. III (July 31, 1929), p. 77-;-
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and the preaching of the Yvord. 

New emphasis was given to itinerant evangelism. 

Splendid opportunities were offered for selling gospels 

and talking to the people. Some of the villages ~ad 

never been visited by mis-sionaries. Others had gr'oups of 

Christians who suffered much during the anti-Christian 

movement of the preceding three years, and had found it 

necessary to stand alone when it had been impossible for 

missionaries to meet with them. 

Miss Ella Margaret Stewart described the itinerant 

evangelis:m in the following manner: "Our work in all 

these places consisted in holding meetings in chapels and 

homes, in personal interviews, and in teaching portions of 
1 

Scripture and prayer to those interested." During three 

months she visited twenty-eight villages and towns, twenty 

of them being the first visit. 

ed: 

In July of the same year Miss Mary Adams report-

"We have visited, in the last three months, more than 
thirty homes where there has been from ten- to sixty 
listeners in each one. Each of-. these homes has meant 
a separate village which has from one h~ndred to one 
thousand people in it. Every home has bought some of 
the gospels or booklets. Of these thirty several 
villages, more than twenty had never been visited by 
Christ's messengers. They always want us to come 

• • • • • • 

1. Stewart, Ella Margaret: "VIi th Our Workers in China, n ~ 
Covenanter Witness, Vol. III (July 31, 1929), p. 79. 
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1 
back and teach them more." 

Itinerant evangelism was emphasized in order 

that the multitudes in need of the light and truth might 

be reached. In places where there was no chapel, meetings 

were held on the street corners, in temples, in rented 

buildings, or any suitable place which could be found. 

When possible the groups were gathered in one of the homes. 

Hundreds of tracts with simple explanations of the plan 

of salvation and what it means to be a Christian were left 

in the hands of all who were willing to receive them. 

Plans were also made to follow up these visits. 

As Miss Mary Adams wrote: 

"Many have these gos·pels in their homes, and now we need 
to go and live in those cepters for a month or more, 
visiting those homes and explaining the truth, and 
have a center, also, to which they can come for in­
struction.n2 

c. Extension of the Work 

1. Need for Expansion. 

As early as 1918 consideration was given to the 

opening of a new field, since in the Covenanter Mission of 

South China the native Christians were gradually assuming 

a greater portion of the responsibility formerly held by 

• • • • • • 

1. Adams, Mary R.: ttour Work in China,n The Covenanter 
Witness, Vol. III (Oct. 2, 1929), p. 230. 

2. Adams, Mary R.: nThe Work in China," The Covenanter 
Witness, Vol. IV (Jan. 29, 1930), p. 81. 
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the missionaries, and there were sufficient missionaries 
1 

to extend the work. Investigations were made in Kwongsi 

and Yunnan Provinces, and, after careful study Yunnan 

Province was chosen. Accordingly, tentative appointments 

were made to that province. However, upon learning that 

the Chinese Foreign Missionary Society planned to enter 

the same field, the Covenanters did not proceed with their 
2 

plans. 

In 1929, believing t~at new workers were needed 

in new fields, some of the China missionaries were of the 

opinion that it would be wise to place a missionary minis­

ter in Canton. Dr. J. M. Wright expressed the following 

reasons for doing so: 

11 (a) Quite a number of our members are there and should 
be conserved to the Church; (b) It would give prestige 
and respect to our work as a whole; (c) Our Church would 
be represented in the metropolis and center of South 
China; {d) There is plenty of untouched work in the 
city; (E) I believe our working in Canton would be 3 
acceptable to all other missionaries working there•''! 

About the same time the Rev. w. M. Robb ex-

pressed his view concerning the extension of activities 

in this manner: 

"There are vast reaches which have no Gospel messenger. 
For instance, there is Manchuria, with a present popu­
lation of some twenty-five millions, and a prospective 

• • • • • • 

1. nReport of the Committee on Foreign Missions,n Minutes 
of the Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of 
North America, 1918, p. 32. 

2. Robb, Robb, and J!/iitchel, op. cit., p. 15. 
3. Wright, J. M. : "Dr. J-. M:. Wright's Views, tt The Covenan­

ter Witness, Vol. II (April 17, 1929), pp. 197, 198. 
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population, within a few years, at the rate emigrants 
are pouring in, of fifty millions. In that wide expanse, 
the gospel messengers are few, tragically few, separated· 
by hundreds of miles. Perhaps the greatest spiritual 
stimulus the Covenanter Church could get would be to 
open a ney work in some unoccupied part of the 'regions 
beyond.' u 

The Board of Foreign Missions at their June meet­

ing of 1928 voted to open a new field in northern Japan 
2 

or Manchuria. Missionaries were ready for this undertaking, 

but sufficient funds were not available at that time. 

Dr. E. J. M. Dickson repeatedly urged expansion 

as the very life of the "self-support" plan and advocated 

that a new field be opened on the 11 self-support 11 basis. He 

listed the following reasons for an investigation of the 

Manchurian field: 

11 First, we have been urged to come to Manchuria by 
missionaries in the Canadian and Irish and Scotch 
Churches. In contiguous territory, we have received 
no such invitation, except on condition that we join 
the Church of Christ in Ch~na. Second, the need in 
Manchuria is greater. It is a newer country with a 
rapidly increasing population and is reported to be the 
most needy field in the Orient. Third, it is much freer 
from military and political strife, which has held up 
our work so seriously in recent years in South China. 
Fourth, it is far enough away so that our old plan of 
work in South China will not.hinder it from being self­
supporting from the beginning. Fifth, the climate is 
much su:gerior to the humid, tropical clime.te of South 
China.n:J 

• • • • • • 

1. Robb, W. M.: ''The Needs of the Foreign Mission Work, 11 

The Covenanter Witness, Vol. II (May 22, 1929), p. 262. 
2. "Report of the Board of Foreign Missions to the Synod 
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The Board of Foreign Missions appointed a commit­

tee of missionaries returning to China to stop in Manchuria 

for a period of six months or a year to investigate condi-

tions there. This proposal was unanimously adopted by the 
1 

Synod of 1930. 

2. Manchuria Station Opened. 

Dr. and Mrs. E. J. M. Dickson and Betty Jo, Miss 

Rose Huston, Miss Lillian McCracken, and the Rev. J. G. 

Vos were scheduled to sail October 2, 1930, from Vancouver 

on the Empress of Canada of the Canadian Pacific Line, to 
2 

enter upon the venture into Manchuria. Miss Huston, who 

was detained by the illness of her sister, and :Miss Marian 

Milligan, fiancee of Mr. Vos, sailed from San Francisco 
\ 

May 28 of the following year on the Chichibu Maru of the 
3 

N. Y. K. line. 

Upon arrival in Manchuria, Mr. Vos had remained 

in Peiping, North China, to begin his study of the language. 

Meanwhile, Dr. and Mrs. Dickson and Miss McCracken had pro­

ce~ed to Harbin, Manchuria. This was a city with half,a mil­

lion population where they held conferences with other mission-

• • • • • • 

1. 11 Report of the Committee on Foreign Missions," Minutes 
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North America, 1930, p. 87. 

2. McCarroll, Walter, "Our New Missionary Enterprise," The 
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3. 11 Report of the Board of Foreign Missions, 11 Minutes of 
the Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, 1931, 
PP· 53, 54. 
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aries, made investigations and took exploratory trips to 

determine the existing conditions. As a result of this 

survey the following recommendations were made to the Board 

of Foreign Missions and were adopted by the Synod of 1931: 

nFirst, that our Foreign Mission Board recognize North 
Manchuria as a mission field of the Covenanter Church. 
Second, that mission work be opened with Tsitsihar and 
possibly Harbin as centers, as soon as workers now 
studying have sufficient knowledge of the language, and 1 
that areas farther north be invaded as soon as possible.u 

The method followed in the entering of this new. 
2 

field was that of direct evangelism only. No schools were 

to be built, no hospital erected, and no church set up. 

They were not even to employ any native workers to aid in 

the evangelism, except as converts and adherents saw the 

need and were willing to support them. The missionaries 

also lived among the people in the most suitable accommo­

dations that could be found, rather than having the Church 

at home build houses for them, as had been done in South 

China. This was truly a venture of faith. 

Dr. and Mrs. Dickson had gone to Manchuria for 

the inauguration of the work and then returned to the work 

in South China. In August 1931 the Manchurian missionaries 

settled in Tsitsihar, a city of 90,000 population, in 

Heilungkiang Province. There, while continuing to study 

• • • • • • 
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the language, the missionaries used all the available 

opportunities for tract and scripture distribution, and had 

frequent personal interviews. They held classes for adults 

and children to instruct them in the rudiments of education 

so that they might be taught the Bible. Later, they held 

Sabbath schools, prayer meetings, Bkble classes for inquirers, 

and did some preaching. Leaflets containing the essence 

of the Gospel, and.explaining the purpose and methods of 

the Mission, were translated into Mandarin. More than 

20,000 Gospel tracts were handed out during'the early days 

in that new mission field. The Chinese National Phonetic 

Script was taught to children so that they could read the 

Bible. The Psalms and other Scriptures were taught to 

classes of twenty-five or thirty. Many hundreds of callers, 

averaging fifteen or twenty daily, included Chinese Christians, 

Buddhists, Confucianists, Catholics, Mohammedans, Russians--

11White11 and 11 Red 11
, Protestants, Greek Orthodox, Jews, .Atheists, 

Japanese, Manchus and Turks. Christ was preached to all of 
1 

these through personal conversation. 

D. Organizational Changes during the Pre-War Period 

1. Conversion to Bible Schools. 

At the time when these brave missionaries were 

. . . . . . 
1. "Report of the Board of Foreign Missions to the Synod, 

1933, 11 Minutes of the Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church of North America, 1933, pp. 120, 121. 
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opening a new mission in Manchuria, problems were arising 

concerning the schools of South China. The purpose of these 

schools is summed up in a statement from the Report of the 

Board of Foreign Missions to Synod: 

ttour schools have been founded in the conviction that 
they are direct evangelizing agencies; ~n the further 
conviction, too, that they are necessary to train the 
native workers who1shall in time give the Gospel to 
their own people." 

In setting up the schools of South China every 

effort was made to meet the needs of the people and to pro-

vide an efficient instrument in the training of native 

workers. Recognized schools were established which included 

many subjects in addition to the Bible study. The mission­

aries, besides teaching the Bible classes, held classes in 

arithmetic, English, music, singing, drawing, calisttenics, 

and needle work. 

Although the government was starting many new 

schools, they were not as yet making provision for the 

girls on a wide scale. There were many children, even 

boys, without any school. Thus, the schools of the Mission 

had been planned to meet the requirements for secular educa­

tion. In 1928 there were three co-educational schools, at 

Lo Ting, Tak Hing, and Taai Peng, which were under the 

• • • • • • 
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1 
direction of the Council. The latter was a new school 

and the others were in what bad formerly been the Boys' 

School at Tak Ring and the Girls' School at Lo Ting. 

The schools bad Chinese principals, with missionaries super-

vising as unseen directors. 

In addition to the schools for boys and girls 

there was the Industrial School for Women at Tak Ring. 

Here they had a number of looms for weaving towels, cloth, 

and other materials. The sale of handkerchiefs made by 

the women provided an important source of income for the 
2 

school. This was entirely under Chinese management. 

Because of the Nanking government's ban on the 

teaching of religion in the schools, in 1929 the names of 

the schools were changed to "places for teaching the true 
3 

doctrine." However, the curriculum remained the same 

even though they were not recognized as schools. In answer 

to the petition by Chinese Christians and missionaries for 

the repeal of this law the government replied that: 

"To have elective religious courses in junior and 
middle schools and to have the privilege of worship in 
primary schools embody obstacles too difficult to 

• • • • • • 
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1 
permit granting the request. 11 

The following year, because of the new stringent 

educational laws, the higher grade work was discontinued 
2 

at Lo Ting. However, the primary classes were still carried 

on. The enrollment in the Mission schools was decreasing 

because the schools were not registered and thus were not 

so readily accepted by the community. Also, the government 

was establishing more schools and some of these had at least 

one Christian teacher and others who were not antagonistic 

to Christianity. 

At the Deeember 1930 meeting of the Council they 

adopted the recommendation of the Educational Committee 

for the conversion of the schools to Bible Schools for 

pupils fifteen years of age and over. In these they were 

to offer both classroom work and industrial work. However, 

the ultimate decision was to be made by the local Education 
3 

Committee in each station. 

Two Bible Schools were started, one at Tak Hing 

and the other at Lo Ting. In the Lo Ting Bible School the 

daily program provided five hours for class work, one hour 

for practical wqrk, and two hours for industrial work. One 
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semester.course consisted of Old Testament, Genesis; New 

Testament, Matthew; Chinese classics, including composition 

and letter writing; and Arithmetic. These were supple­

mented by weekly classes in Personal Work, Sabbath School 

Teachers' Training, Music, and Drawing. The school possess­

ed three sewing machines, two stocking machines, and several 

weaving looms used to teach sewing machine work, stocking 
l 

machine knitting, and towel weaving. 

Six or seven Gospel teams from this school visit-
2 

ed in neighboring villages during weekends. Also, during 

the Chinese New Year there was a vacation of five weeks when 

the students went in groups throughout the district for di­

rect evangelistic work. This was followed up through cor­

respondence and the supplying of Testaments and other litera-
3 

ture. The purpose of these Bible Schools, as stated in 

the report of the China Presbytery, was "to train Christians 

who can avail themselves of the opportunity to become 

stronger in the faith and more efficient witnesses for the 
4 

Lord. 11 
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2. Work of Council Assumed by Presbytery. 

Although the China Presbytery had been organized 

in 1926, the Council continued to function also. A glimpse 

of the Council meeting held at Lo Ting, December 31 to 

January 3, 1929, will serve to illustrate the functions 

of the Council. The Evangelistic Committee reported the 

number of new members and inquirers. The Literature 

Committee then reported on the distribution of Gospels and 

tracts. Discussions were held on subjects relating to: 

"the work that should be done by the evangelists and how 
to open new chapels; Christians as personal workers among 
their own people; Bible study and family worship in the · 
home; tithing; keeping the Sabbath; the training of young 1 
men for the ministry; the educational and industrial work. 11 

Young men graduating from the Training School were accepted 

as evangelists. A decision was made concerning the open-

ing of the Training School at Lo Ting the following year. 

Also, locations of the missionaries were recommended for the 

next year. 

The Council, composed of representatives from the 

Chinese church and the missionaries, was responsible for 

all work relative to the Chinese church and the work of 

evangelism in general. T~ey met each year for a conference, 

preceded by a Bible Study. Committees on evangelism educa-

tion, medical work, literature, charity and finance were 

• • • • • • 
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1 
active throughout the year. 

The plan for the development of self-support and 

self-government on the part of the native church proved 

to be effective. 

11 First, it made the Chinese brethren feel that we, as 
foreigners, did not intend to impose ourselves on China. 
It caused them to consider just of what value the 
foreigner was to them, and to look into the prospects 
of their present and future without the foreigner. It 
placed authority in their own hands, and enabled them 
to, more or less, accept responsibility. I~ encouraged 
them to give and to control what they gave. It m~t 
admirably the disturbed conditions of the times.n 

Since the Presbytery had been organized for three 

years and there was a lessening of the need for the govern-

ing body which had been its predecessor, at the Council 

of December 1929 the Chinese proposed that the Presbytery 
3 

take over all the work being done by the Council. This 

would exclude unordained missionaries from participation 

in direction of the work. The Presbytery had held an ab­

normal position in that most of the power resided with 

the Council. 

The Eleventh Annual Council Meeting, preceded by 

a five-day Bible conference marked another great stepping 

stone in the development of a self-governing, self-propa­

gating, self-supporting Covenanter Church in South China. 

• • • • • • 
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It was voted to place the management of the church entire-
1 

ly under the Presbytery, abolishing the Council. This 

became effective December 11, 1933. At this time the 

Presbytery had five ministers, five congregations, and 
2 

eleven mission stations. Each of these sixteen different 
3 

centers had from ten to one hundred and twenty members. 

In answer to the question of how the China 

Presbytery differs from a Covenanter church court in Ameri­

ca, Mr. Boyle has the following to say: 

"The differences are not easy to describe because 
apparent dissimilarity vanishes when we get down to the 
human factor. The Oriental response to our church forms 
is not unlike that of the West. Denominational Christian 
patterns have to a great extent put a stamp on the 
presbytery quite like the original. The manner of wor­
ship was similar. Robert's Rule of order regulated the 
discussions. Subject matter was, though in a different 
language, identical with that of an American presbytery. 
I scarcely realized that4a hemisphere separated me from 
my own land and people ... 

3. Increased Evangelism through Medical Work. 

The western medical work in the Covenanter Mission 

field of South China in 1928 was carried on by two hospi-
5 

tala and seven dispensaries. Dr. Wallace had charge of the 
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Pak Ai hospital at Lo Ting after Dr. Dickson went on fur-

lough, and Dr. Tse Tsz Ying, assisted by Dr. Wong Chan Yau, 

directed the Metheny Memorial Hospital of Tak Hing, with no 

foreign physician resident there. The dispensaries, all of 

which are independent, are in charge of Chinese who bad been 

trained at the Lo Ting hospital. Several of these who were 

consecrated Christians did definite evangelistic work along 

with their drug stores and dispensaries. 

A view of Dr. Wallace's work at the Lo Ting hos-

pital provides a picture of what entailed in the activities 

of a missionary doctor. She conducted daily clinics, trained 

nurses, and cared for both resident and out-patients. She 

also had the responsibility of keeping up the spiritual 
1 

atmosphere among both helpers and patients. The hospital 

always tried to employ Christian helpers so that they might 

minister to the spiritual as well as to the physical needs 

of the patients. The nurses frequently made visits to out­

lying villages and also rendered aid to the sick in the pri-

son. 

All of the medical work was on a self-supporting 

basis, except for the salaries of missionary doctors and 

nurses. The use of Western medicine in this section of 

Kwongtung Province was extended through the training of men 

• • • • • • 
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. 
nurses in the diagnosis and treatment of many common ail-

1 ments. It was men thus trained who opened up drug shops 

in various villages of the district. 

At Lo Ting a Medical Society was organized for 

the promotion of public health and for further education 
2 

in vlestern medicine. This organization of sixteen members 

was under the direction of the hospital. At the suggestion 

of the Chinese one hour was given each week to special united 

prayer. 

Through preaching, the Gospel is carried to the 

out-patients day by day. The in-patients are reached with 

the Gospel message not only through personal effort but 
3 

also through the morning and evening services. In November, 

1932, the Lo Ting Hospital completed fifteen years of service, 

during which fifty thousand patients vtere treated. During 

1932 alone, Dr. Dickson reported 439 patients treated in the 
4 

hospital and six thousand out-patients. These patients come 

from all classes, the wealthy, the beggar, the official class 

and the coolie. Thus, many were reached with the Gospel mes-

sage through the channel of medical work. 

. . . . . . 
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It was the endeavor of the Mission to make the 

Christian work done in the hospital as effective as possi­

ble. To this end a special evangelist visited each interest­

ed patient in his own home village. The purpose in this was 

twofold: firstly, to confirm him in the faith; and second-
1 

ly, to preach the Gospel to others in his community. 

A much-needed and long-desired isolation ward 

was added to the hospital plant at Lo Ting in 1935. The 

addition of a new X-ray machine and of an optical test 

outfit in 1936 further increased the scope of the work 
2 

which could be handled. 

The medical work at Lo Ting also included care 

for the lepers. In 1924 a small plot of land had been 

secured, a three-room.mud brick building put up by one who 

had formerly been a mason before acquiring leprosy, and 

three lepers were admitted. 

It was not until 1932 that the erection of a 

hospital for lepers which had been started years before 

was finally carried to completidn. The work had of neces­

sity been brought to a standstill because of lack of sup-

port and community antagomism in the midst of political 
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upheaval and disturbed condition of the country. 

A prominent man of Lo King was largely responsi­

ble for making it possible to continue the erection of 

this hospital. This was General Tsai Ting Kai, the leader 

of the Chine·se military forces at Shanghai during the 

struggle against Japan. In an effort to raise money for 

the leper work he made a gift of one thousand dollars. 

Not only was there a building erected to accommodate 

twenty-four leper men, but also another to accommodate 

twelve leper women, and a dwelling for the business 
1 

manager of the leper hospital. 

E. Summary 

Dr. Cheng Ching Yi, moderator of the Church of 

Christ in China suggests four positive benefits which were 

derived from the anti-Christian and anti-foreign disturb­

ances stirred up by the Communist propaganda which caused 

so much confusion and difficulty immediately preceding 

this period: 

"1. The spirit of self-complacency has been greatly 
reduced. 
2. There has been a fresh stimulus to make new adjust­

ments and formulate new policies, as indicated, for 
example, in the rapid growth of the emphasis on an 
indigenous Church. 

• • • • • • 
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3. Christians have been forced to think for themselves 
and to re-examine their own faith. 
4. The time of testing has sifted out from the Church 

those whose membership in it did not rest upon any deep 
spiritual basis."l 

This great conflict was but one of the many 

problems faced by the missionaries who went out to build 

up a Covenanter Church in South China. They had to learn 

a new language, with varying dialects in different locali­

ties. The climate was one of intense heat with threats of 

malaria and fevers of all kinds. Although some are eager 

to hear, there remain many who are indifferent. Even among 

those who seem interested there are ones who fall back into 

sinful ways. A knowledge of the wickedness in America makes 

the heathen less willing to receive the "good news." Another 

hindrance is set up by those who spread false teaching. 

Greatest of all problems is that of how to reach the millions 

of persons who are dying without the knowledge of the Saviour. 

Yet, in face of the many problems which the mission­

aries had to meet, they did go to South China and strive 

to bring the Christian light into the corners of darkness. 

As channels for reaching the people the Mission conducted 

primary schools for many years. Later the stress was upon 

Bible Schools. Hospitals were established at Tak Ring 

and Lo Ting, with a Leper Hospital also at the latter center. 

Evangelism was of first importance in all the work. Pastors, 

• • • • • • 
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evangelists, and Bible women made frequent visits to the 

out-stations and into new territory. By 1937 the Covenanter 

Mission in South China had three congregations, fourteen 
1 

mission stations, and 620 members on the roll. 

Mrs. Dickson's description of a Sabbath with the 

missionaries in China, written for a group of "Juniors", 

gives us a picture of the work there: 

n Let us spend a Sabbath there with the mi§!_Sionaries. 
We must first go to the Chapel at 7 o'clock. 
Then we will go home and eat breakfast about 9 ••• 
Soon after this we can go with Mrs. Kempf, and perhaps 
Mrs. Boyle, to a children's meeting (in Tak Hing), or 
with Miss Dean (if we are spending the day in Lo Ting) 
to visit the women ,in jail, or with other missionaries 
or Chinese Christians who go out to invite people to 
church. 
"At 11 o'clock there is Sabbath School at the chapels 
and the preaching service follows at 12. You may eith~ 
listen to the Chinese minister preach, or if you prefer, 
you may attend the Junior service which is held in Mrs. 
Mitchell's home beside the Chapel. Many strangers come 
to the services, men and women with poles over their 
shoulders on which hang baskets full of sweet potatoes 
or vegetables. Many of the women will also have babies 
on their backs. They were passing on their way to mar­
ket and stopped to listen. They talk out loud, and call 
to each other, so the Christians often have to ask them 
to please be quieter. After the meeting is over, a num­
ber often stay to discuss what they have heard, and 
missionaries and Chinese Christians wait and talk with 
them. 
11 If you come back with us to the hospital, you will find 
several dozen children and patients have gathered in Dr. 
Wallace's and Miss Barr's home where they will be taught 
Bible stories and verses. There are several other Sabbath 
Schools held.in the afternoons, besides meetings held on 
the streets and out in the country. Dinner or supper, 

• • • • • • 
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whichever you prefer to call it, for most people eat but 
two mee,ls a day -- comes about 4:30. 
nAnd still there are meetings: Young People's first, 
then services in the Chapels, schools, hospital, or 
dispensaries. Special evangelistic services are held 
for non-Christians and for Government students. This 
is really a very incomplete picture of a Sabbath day, 
for although many hear the Gospel in these meetings, 
there is much personal discussion with and prayer for 
those interested. What really counts is when someone 1 
says, 'I'll take your Saviour to be my Saviour, too.'n 

• • • • • • 
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CHAPTER III 

THE WAR AND ITS EFFECT ON COVENANTER 
EVANGELIZATION IN SOt~H CHINA 

(1937-1947) 

A. Introduction 

As early as 1933 one of the missionaries in South 

China wrote home that the situation between China and Ja-

pan was becoming tense and that the Chinese were expect­

ing a long and bloody conflict but were prepared to sacri-

fice.whatever was necessary to drive the Japanese out of 
1 

Chinese territory. 

By 1936 Japan was rapidly moving troops into north­

ern China. Popular feeling in China against Japan became 

more intense and more vocal. Japan was demanding more and 

more territory. Also, that government had forced Chinese 

authorities to permit extensive smuggling. Finally, they 

agreed to pay one-eighth of the regular fees, which merely 

made the smuggling legal. 

B. War Comes to China 

1. Invasion of the Japanese. 

• • • • • • 
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Japan did enter China July 7, 1937, and the sol­

diers fought bitterly near Peiping. Although the Japanese 

had not declared war on China, they used the air force to 

kill thousands of people and bomb many buildings of a 

crowded Chinese city. 

Because of these war conditions the St~te Depart-

ment ceased issuing passports to China.. Thus, the Reverend 

Julius A. Kempf who had planned to return to China in the 

fall of 1937 was detained in the home land until the follow-
1 

ing summer. 

In China the consuls were unanimous in their view 

that no American citizens should stay in China. However, 

although the coast in South China was blockaded, it seemed 

unlikely that the Japanese would reach as far as Tak Ring 

or Lo Ting and so the Covenanter missionaries remained at 

their stations. It did mean separation of families, however, 

as Mrs. Boyle kept the baby at Cheung Chau, and Mrs. Mitchell 
2 

stayed there with them. Women and children from other 

missions moved there also. 

Before the close of 1937 the Japanese were making 

frequent air raids over Canton and some of the coastal 

cities near Hong Kong. Many innocent persons were killed 

• • • • • • 
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in Canton and fishing junks were ruthlessly shot down. 

The West River was also completely blocked. Tak Ring was 

full of drafted boys in training. 

By early 1938 the war was taking boys from the 

Mission school and some of the Lo Ting Seminary class vol­

unteered to enter the military academy. Luke, one of the 

boys, enlisted in the army as a private, in order that he 

might preach Christ to the men in his company. The Wham­

pao Military Academy was moved from Canton to Tak Ring 
1 

where it remained for most of 1938. Canton was captured 

October 22nd of that year. 

There had been months of air raids preceding the 

capture of Canton, during which many left the city and moved 

inland to seek safety in Tak Ring. The hospital became a 

home for some of these refugees. Within a few weeks during 

the summer of 1938 the population of Tak Hing increased to 
2 

three times its normal size. 

The presence of the military academy made Tak 

Ring more susceptible to air raids and so bomb-proof 

trenches were made throughout the city. There was one 

near the hospital and another near the girls' school. 

However, the first air raid at Tak Ring did not 
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occur until the early summer of 1938, when four bombs were 

dropped, but no damage was done. Raids over Tak Hing were 

usually on return trips from those made in Kwangsi Province, 

rather than a direct target of special raids. Before the 

year was over, though, four were killed in one of the Tak 

Ring bombings. 

"Mother Lei paused in her midday toil by the side of 
the pond to wash her hands. She looked up wonderingly 
at the silver planes roaring across the blue September 
sky. Suddenly there was a blinding flash and a pain 
crazed woman ran in circles screaming, "Save life! Save 
life! 11 That night two little children called and cried 
for a mother who cannot answer.nl 

Lo Ting was free from air raids for a longer 

time than Tak Ring. However, on February 25, 1939, forty­

four bombs were dropped on the main street, killing sixty 
2 

persons and injuring two hundred others. The Mission 

school and hospital, which are in the center of the town, 

were untouched, although bombs fell on all four sides of 

them. 

In June 1939 work was begun in the refugee camp 
3 

near Lo Ting. The government provided food and shelter 

for these refugees, but the church met their other needs 

by rendering medical care and supplying mosquito nets. 

• • • • • • 

1. Boyle, Samuel E.: "Scrap Iron and Missionaries," The 
Covenanter Witness, Vol. XXI (Oct. 26, 1938), p. 264. 

,2. 11 Report of the Board of Foreign Missions," Minutes of 
the Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North 
America, 1939, ~· 36. 

3;,Boyle, Samuel: Training Evangelists," The Covenanter 
Witness, Vol. XXIII (Dec. 27, 1939), p. 469. 



71 

These were provided through the Chinese Christian committee 

which aided in dispensing funds contributed by the home 

church. 

The purpose of the work in the refugee camps was 

not only to meet the physical needs of these people and to 

alleviate their sufferings, but also to minister to their 

spiritual hunger. Miss Stewart wrote of her joy when one 

July morning in 1941 six children of the refugee camp 

brought the first dollars they had earned during that 
1 

vacation to buy Bibles. 

Following the fall of Hong Kong in December 1941, 

there was a great migration of refugees inland to places 

of greater safety. A number of these went to Lo Ting. 
' 

Among them were many Christian leaders who proved to be of 

valuable aid in their cooperation with the work among the 
2 

refugees. 

By early 1943 the refugee camp at Tak Ring had 

been decreased to a minimum. There were still about sixty 

women, children, and old men. Some help was given to these 
3 

through the International Relief Committee. 

• • • • • • 

1. Stewart, Ella Margaret: 11 Excerpts from Letters," The 
Covenanter Witness, Vol •.. XA'VII (Oct. ·29, 1941), .pp. 310, 
311. 

2. "Report of the Board of Foreign Missions, 11 Minutes of 
the Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North 
America, 1943, p. 31. . 

3. Mitchel, Jesse C.: "Gospel Progress in Loting, 11 The 
Covenanter Witness, Vol. XXX (May 26, 1943), pp.To4, 
4os. 



72 

2. Continuation of Work in Face of War. 

Even in the face of the dangers of war the Cove-

nanter missionaries did not submit to the repeated requests 

of the United States Consul that they leave China. Rather, 

they remained in order that they might not only maintain 

the former work, but also to strengthen the Chinese in this 

time of great distress and to reach out to the refugees. 

Miss Stewart expressed the view of the missionaries in 

saying: 

nWhile the Consul keeps writing and advising us to 
evacuate, we do not expect to leave our work so long 
as we feel God wants us here. The Consul is not or­
dering us out, and seems

1
willing to let us stay-- on 

our own responsibility." 

Not only did those missionaries who were on the 

field remain there, but Miss Jennie Dean, who had been home 

on furlough, returned to China. Also, the Reverend and Mrs. 

Lester Kilpatrick went to China for the first time and 

entered the language school in Cheung Chau. These three 

sailed from Vancouver on the s. s. Empress of Russia on 
2 

October 1, 1938. 

In November of that year about fourteen bombs, 

some of which were incendiary, were dropped at the center 

of the small city of Wan Fau, setting the business district 
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on fire. More than twenty persons were killed and many 

more were injured. Miss Adams was visiting in the villages 

at the time and all of the Christians were safe. Yet, on 

the following Sabbath, which had been set as the date for 

communion, the Wan Fau congregation gathered. Thes~ people 

dared to face the danger of coming into this town and in 

the chapel, the roof of which had been punctured by machine 

gun bullets or bomb fragments, they commemorated the death 
1 

of our Lord. 

In addition to the continuation of the regular 

work, there was continued growth in _the outreach of the 

Mission. A seminary class was begun at Lo Ting under the 
2 

reorganization of the schools which took place in 1938. 

About the same time one of the teachers of the Lo Ting 

school was appointed to visit in the country stations and 
3 

to hold Bible classes there. Thus, those Christians who 

were isolated in the country stations were provided a greater 

opportunity to study the Bible. 

In the midst of the depress.ion brought on by the 

war and with danger of being bombed, the Lo Ting_congrega­

tion sought to raise money for a new church building which 

they needed. They succeeded in raising nine hundred dollars 
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1 
National currency. This was forty per,cent of the total 

contributions of the Lo Ting congregation, which were higher 

than in any previous year. The group of Christians in 

Chaai Kong the same year, 1941, undertook to prepare their 
2 

own place of worship. 

3. New Opportunities Provided. 

The missionaries were kept particularly busy dur­

ing these years because the refugees, orphans, and students 

who had come to the district all provided opportunities 

for reaching more people with the Gospel. Both the mission­

aries and the Chinese Christians did all they could to 

show the love of Christ to these people in great need. 

The Number Five War Orphanage with thirty girls 

and one hundred and sixty-eight boys was stationed at Lo 
3 

Ting in 1940. This was one of the thirty-six war orphanages 

throughout Free China which were sponsored by Madame Chiang 

Kai Shek. Although the non-Christian superintendent and 

teachers of the orphanage showed little interest, the 

Mission did feel a responsibility for these children and 

was able to conduct regular Sabbath School classes as well 

as making recreational contacts with both the orphans and 

the teachers. Also, the Mission hospital administered 
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1 
whatever medical aid was needed by the orphans. 

After caring for the spiritual needs of these 

children for more than two years, Miss Dean and Mrs. Wong 

were saddened to see the Lo Ting Number Five War Orphanage 

moved in February 1943 to Lok Cheung near the Provincial 
2 

Capital. The following month the Number Four War Orphanage 

from Ko Chow spent one week in Lo Ting while on the way 

to the same place. The Mission used this opportunity for 

presenting the Gospel to those children. 

Shortly after the orphanage left the city of Lo 

Ting, many students moved in. Besides the three government 

high schools in that city three other schools travelling 
~ 

11 on foot 11 established themselves in Lo Ting. There were 

more than three thousand students. The missionaries and 

native Christian workers spent much of their time on Sat-

urday and Sabbath organizing work among the students. In 

addition to the Bible classes held at the free hours during 

the week~ they had Sabbath Schools and worship services on 

Sabbath for the students. Also, Bibles and New Testaments 

were distributed among them. The chief emphasis was on 

the Saturday evening Student Fellowship evangelisti~ meet-
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ings. For those students especially interested there 

was a Saturday afternoon class for inquirers. Then, at all 

times the Mission was open to any students who wanted to 
1 

bring their problems, music, English, or friends. 

The Mission also sought to meet the needs of the 

many refugees who came through the district. In the govern­

ment camp at Lo Ting there were nearly two hundred civilian 
2 

war refugees. Through American Covenanter relief money, 

these were provided with benches, tough grass, and cloth 

so that they could make needed mos~uito nets and grass 

sandals. The soldiers needed a new pair of grass sandals 

about twice each month so that the demand for them was 

heavy and the refugees could contribute to their own support 

through this trade. 

At Tak Hing twenty l"efugees had been taken in 

after the fall of Canton. Some had been given rice, and 

others full support. Then, in June 1939, a government 

refugee camp was moved to Tak Hing. So, the Mission did 

not need to take in any more that summer. Only two months 

later, however, the district or county governments were 

asked to take over the refugee camps, but the local offi­

cial of the Tak Hing district refused. The Mission had 
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been holding two meetings and providing medical care for 
1 

these refugees. 

With no one to assume the responsibility for this 

camp it we.s about to be clased. Rather than to have all 

of these people left without support and with no place to 

go, the Mission yielded to the entreaties of the refugees 

and in September of 1939 took over the care of these home-

less victims of the war. With the refugees they already 

had and the eighty-one persons, thirty-seven of whom were 

children, taken from the government camp, there were one 

hundred, including the two Christians in charge, living 
2 

in the former chapel and in one ward of the hospital. 

By making bamboo beds wide enough for two and of the dou­

ble-decker type, it was possible to provide accommodation 

for all of these and more if necessary. 

These people shared in the work by helping with 

the cooking, carrying water, sweeping, and gardening. Some 

raised pigs and goats and had vegetable gardens for their 

own use. They were taught to make grass sandals. They 

kept a share of the earnings from these, but deposited at 

least one-half of the profit for their future needs, such 
3 

as the buying of clothing or to be used in returning home. 

• • • • • • 

1. Stewart, Ella Margaret: 11 Work Among Refugees," The Cove­
nanter Wit~, Vol. XXIV (March 27, 1940), p. 246. 

2. Stewart, Ella Margaret: nRelief Work in Tak Hing, 11 The 
Covenanter Witness, Vol •. XX.III (Nov. 29, 1939), p. 387. 

3. Stewart: "work Among Refugees," loc. cit. 



78 

As in all phases of the work the Mission sought 

to meet not only the physical needs but also the spiritual 

needs of these refugees. Bible classes were held daily, 
1 

both morning and evening, and were open to all. There 

was also a regular school for the children. Besides these, 

a class was held after the evening service for the illiter-

ate women. Many of the refugees accepted Christ, a num-

ber of whom were baptized and received into the church, 

and later returned to their homes as loyal witnesses in 

their communities. Of the fifty-four refugees at the Mis­

sioq in 1~43 all except two of them confessed their faith 
2 

in Christ. 

In addition to the re·fugees for whom the Mission 

had taken on the responsibility of their support, there 

were many others in and near Tak Hing to whom aid we.s given. 

There were two hundred refugees in the city of Tak Hing 

who received aid and to whom the Chinese Bible women took 
3 

the Gospel. 

There were also eighty boats anchored in the West 
'4 

River near Tak Hing. These families were a part of the 

boat population of Canton and had been moved inland by the 

• • • •. 0 • 
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government, which established a match factory at Tak Ring 

to provide employment for them. Here was an opportunity 

for carrying the Gospel to another group, and the mission­

aries did go out by boat to visit some of them. When the 

match factory found it necessary to cl~se 't times because 

of the shortage of materials, aid in the form of the dis­

tribution of rice was given to these people. The Mission 

also planned to open a combination day nursery, kindergar­

ten and first grade to care for the small children so that 
1 

their mothers could work in the factory. 

Not only did the missionaries and the Chinese 

Christians minister to the physical and spiritual needs of 

the orphans, students, and refugees,. but also of the sol­

diers. Special services were held for the Chinese soldiers 

who filled the city. Then, when a group of Ernerican flyers 

were stationed near this locality, meetin~were held for 

them also. Thus, as each of these groups came within the 

reach of the Mission an effort was made to meet their needs 

for food, medical care, education, trade and recreation 

and to present Christ to them. 

4. Phases of the Work. 

All phases of the work during this period were, 

of course, much affected by the war. In general, the regu-

• • • • • • 
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lar work was continued with the burden greatly increased by 

the wider outreach to the various groups entering the dis­

trict. 

Gregg Memorial Hospital in Tak Hing treated more 

than twelve thousand persons in 1941 9 Of these over five 
1 

thousand and seven hundred were war refugees. The propor-

tion of refugees rose, comprising fifty-four per cent of the 
2 

sixteen thousand patients treated in 1944. Although many 

were given free treatment the hospital continued to pay it3 
3 

own way and in 1943 had one of its most successful years. 

The leper work was also maintained and there were 

even more lepers taken in. Of the twenty-three inmates in 
4-

1944 fifteen were baptized Christians. In all of the medi-

cal work the Gospel message was always given along with 

the bodily healing needed -by the patient. In the hospital 

a Bible woman was of considerable assistance in the services 

for the in-patients and in having talks with them as well 

as in the semi-weekly Bible classes conducted for the helpers 

in the hospital. She also spoke in the clinic evangelistic 
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services. 

In the midst of the unusually heavy load placed 

upon the hospital by the war conditions the doctors there 

did not neglect the training of medical assistants who 

would be greatly needed in the days to come. Two nurses 

completed their training in 1944 and three new ones were 
1 

received into the hospital for training. 

Other young people who would later assist in the 

work were being trained in the Bible Schools~ The Bible 

Training School for young women at Tak Bing had two objec­

tives: 

"one, to train girls and women to be living epistles 
of Jesus Christ and to do voluntary Christian work in 
their own homes and villages; the other to train women 
who will be able to devote their whole time to Chris­
tian work."2 

As the Japanese entered South China many of the 

women and children left the city of Tak Bing to seek re­

fuge in the villages. Under the circumstances it did not 

seem wise to continue the Bible School for young women and 

so this was disbanded October 24, 1938, two days after the 
3 

capture of Canton. 

The Bible School and Seminary for young men at Lo 

Ting was continued. After the heavy bombing of the city 
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in February 1939, however, the classes were moved to a 

Christian home outside the city wall. Here they main­

tained a full schedule of classes, including: Old and New 

Testament, Pastoral Theology, Homiletics, Church History, 

Religious Education, Chinese Literature, Chinese History, 
1 

and practical evangelistic work. 

The entire school moved to the country for field 

work during the month of May. They had only two hours of 

Bible classes and then went to the villages and markets in 

the afternoons. At night they frequently held meetings in 

the town. On Sabbath they went to different stations to 

hold services. Then, in July the students had opportunity 

for further service as they worked either in their own vil­

lages or in one of the mission stations as summer eva~is-
2 

tic assistants. 

Gradually the young men were taken into the army. 

At the December meeting of the South China Presbytery it 

was voted that the Bible School at Lo Ting be disbanded 
3 

because of the shortage of students. This took place 

January 24, 1940. 

At the same meeting of Presbytery it was also 

voted that primary schools be opened at both Tak Hing and 

• • • • • • 
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1 
Lo Ting. This ~as now possible because in 1938 Gener-

alissimo Chiang Kai Shek had revoked the law forbidding 

religious teaching in mission schools. The Tak Hing school 

opened with one hundred and twenty-four pupils, including 
2 

forty refugee children, who were not charged fees. The 

first six grades were provided. 

This school could not open as an accredited school 

in September 1943 since there were not sufficient funds to 

pay the teachers' salaries which were higher than former-
3 

ly because of the rise in the cost of living. The Pres-

bytery had shifted the aid which had been given to the school 

into direct evangelistic work. The fees of the school could 

not be increased to get more money because the Tak Hing busi­

ness men had formed a non-Christian free accredited school. 

Thus, only sub-primary, second and fourth grades were con-
4 

tinued in the Tak Hing Mission schoolo This provided for 

most of the refugee children and those in other grades at-

tended the free schools in the city. 

Other phases of the work continued much the same 

as before the war. Itinerant evangelism was still carried 
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on, though at times limited. With the cooperation of the 

Christian jailor a weekly Bible class was held for the 

men, an evangelistic service for the larger group was con­

ducted on S~bbath, and a weekly meeting was available for 
1 

the women. 

The South China Presbytery continued to meet 

each year, preceded by a Bible conference, though there was 

occasion when they made the meetings shorter than usual 

because of the danger that the roads home might be bombed 

before they could return. However, there continued to be 

the regular good representation at these meetings of Pres-

bytery. 

One of the developments which grew out of these 

meetings was the circuit system of shepherding congregations. 

In this plan a pastor goes to a centrally located congrega-
2 

tion for one year of residence. Another development was 

that of holding a meeting lasting more than one month for 

,the training of evangelists. Also, a new emphasis was 

placed upon religious training in the homes. Two teachers 

were appointed for the purpose of giving guidance in this 
3 

respect. An effort was also made to reach the educated 

people. To this end a Christian publishing board was or-
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ganized to preach the Gospel by the printed word. They pub­

lished a single sheet church paper twice each month for Chris-
1 

tians. 

Even during the war the church continued to grow. 

The membership in the South China Presbytery rose from 620 

in three congregations and fourteen mission stations at 

the time of the Japanese invasion into China to a roll of 

816 members in three congregations and sixteen mission sta-
2 

tions in 1944. There was an increase of eighty-two mem-

bers during the year ending the spring of 1944. 

Bible classes were held in some of the villages. 

One was held in Taai Peng and then one week was spent there 

visiting the homes of the Christians. Also, a Bible class 

was held in Lo Peng as well as nightly evangelistic meet-
3 

ings. 

5. Mr. Mitchel Alone on the Field. 

Only the Reverend J. c. Mitchel remained on the 

field by the latter part of 1944, whereas during 1939 there 

had been thirteen Covenanter missionaries in South China and 

one home on furlough. Dr. :M. Edna Wallace had returned 
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home the previous summer for her regular furlough. Then, 

their furlough being due, the Reverend and Mrs. E. C. Mit­

chell arrived in San Francisco March 30, 1939, on the s. s. 
President Cleveland. The Reverend Lester Kilpatrick and his 

family arrived at Los Angeles one year later. They had 

been in the language school at Cheung Chau, preparing for 

service on the mission field, but because of the illness 

of Mrs. Kilpatrick had been forced to give up their studies. 

Then, in Feb~~ary 1941, it being time for their 

furloughs, Miss Mary Adams and Mrs. Boyle with her young 

son, Scott, returned to the United States. The Reverend 

Sam Boyle remained in China, where he was greatly needed, 

until someone might be able to take over the work he had been 

doing. 

The Reverend Jesse C. Mitchel resigned his pastorate 

of the Hebron congregation and in October of that year he ar­

rived in China and the Reverend Sam Boyle, whose furlough was 

overdue, left the field to be with his wife and child in the 

United States. When Mr. Mitchel left his wife, son, and daugh­

ter in this country and went to China for about eighteen months 

to relieve Mr. Boyle, he did not know that it would be more 

than five years before he would be back in this countpy with 

his family. 

Miss Barr was the next of the missionaries to leave 

South China. She went to Hong Kong for some needed dental 

care and was caught there in the fall of Hong Kong in December 
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1941. Advantage was taken of her training as a registered 

nurse and she was kept busy treating wounded soldiers. Later 

she was repatriated and arrived in New York aboard the Grips-

holm on August 25th of the following year along with Miss Rose 

Huston and Miss Lillian McCracken of the Manchuria mission 

field. 

Miss Jennie M. Dean, Miss Ella Il.[argaret Stewart, 

Dr. Ida Scott, and the Reverend and Mrs. Julius A. Kempf were 

enabled to stay in China and continue their work until August 

1944. Then, they were forced to evacuate, and an unusually 

long and hazardous journey home followed. They went from Tak 

Hing to Wuchow by tow boat, on to an air field, flew in a mili­

tary plane to Kweilin, went on to Kunming, continued by C.N.A.C. 
1 

to Calcutta, and had a five-day train trip to Bombay. Then, 

after a thirty-three day trip across the Pacific, they arrived 

in Los Angeles on November 18. 

'This lef~ the Reverend Jesse C. Mitchel alone on 

the field. He remained in order that he might aid in the dis­

tribution of relief funds and keep up communication with Tak 

Ring and Lo Ting. His plan was to stay and to keep ahead 

of the Japanese. He, too, had to evacuate when the Japanese 

invaded the area of the mission. Before doing so, however, 

he went from Lo Ting to Tak Ring on September 11, 1944, to 
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assist in evacuating the orphans, hospital, _ref;ugees, and 

some of the Chinese Christian workers. ~h~ orphanage was 

moved to Lin Taan and the hospital workers went to Lo Ting. 

Then, having completed this work by daylight of the next day, 

he had ~o leave Tak Hing without returning to his station 

and took the first boat up the river to Wuchow, arriving 
1 

there on September 15. Then, some American pilots took him 

to Taam Chuc and he went on from there to Liuchow. Next, 

he proceeded on and two days later, September 28, reached 

Tushan, which is also in Kweichow Province, on a truck haul­

ing supplies for the United States army, and stayed there 

nearly two months. Thus: 

"stage by stage, largely on foot, at other times by 
army freight trucks, and with much effort and in all 
kinds of discomfort, he made his way from city to city 
-- 100 miles, then 200, then 150, through ice and snow 
and freezing cold to Pickick in Northwest Kweichow; 
then nearly 300 miles2-- until at last he reached Kun­
ming December 19 •• " 

Along the way he saw such sights as that at 

Wuchow with nthousands of refugees leaving by e"til.ery road; 

the river almost' filled with launches pulling capacity loads, 
3 

mostly heading west." Then, at Lau Chow: 

• • • • • • 
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11 The railroad yards were full of trains, every car 
loaded with people and goods, even the tops covered 
with people. Underneath were platforms built across 
the rods, the men, women and children were riding 
there. 11 1 

And, on the way to Tushan: 

11 From the start each side of the road was lined with 
refugees. They had wheelbarrows, rickshas, pony carts, 
oxcarts, man carts and other ways of carrying baggage, 
old and sick people and children. Scarcely none were 
riding who could walk. Some had already had to dispose 
of their clothes, bedding, and sometimes children, to 
secure food." 2 

While at Tushan Mr. Mitchel taught some classes 

in the Bethel Bible School. They invited him to continue 

teaching in the school, but he felt that it was necessary 

to move on to Kunming to arrange for funds for the field. 

Two problems faced him concerning the funds. One was the 

obtaining of the funds from the bank in Kunming and the 

other was the getting of those funds to the Chinese Chris-

tian workers at Lo Ting and Tak Hing. 

At Kunming the America.n Consul wanted Mr. Mitchel 

to go to India immediately and from there on to t~is coun-
3 

try. He had been instructed to evacuate all United States 

citizens. However, he did finally consent to permit Mr. 

Mitchel to remain in China if he could in some way help 

the army. He sought a position as chaplain, but no 
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1 
permanent openings were available at the time. During 

the Christmas holidays, however, he was sent to a rest camp 

about thirty miles outside of the city. 

The Canton Provincial Bank maintained radio com-

munications with their banks in Lo Ting and Tak Hing. Mr. 

Mitchel found that he could forward funds to the Mission 

field in this manner. He also was happy to learn, through 

the bank, that the Japanese had not occupied Lo Ting, buji 
2 

had passed on by the city. 

In the early spring of 1945, Mr. ],U tchel was sent 

on a special relief mission lasting abou~ three months, 
3 

and which involved some danger. 

The need for relaying relief funds to the Mission 

field became increasingly greater. With the invasion by 

the Japanese armies the Chinese Christians in the South 

China field were robbed of almost everything: 11 homes, 

furnishings, food, crops, animals, farming tools, and seeds 
4 

for a new crop." 

Mr. Mitchel felt the great need for his staying 

in China so that he could transfer needed funds to the field 
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and could keep in contact with the Chinese Christians. 

Yet, with no opening available for a chaplaincy in the 

United States army, it seemed that he would have to leave 

China as the American Consul had inaisted that he do. 

Then, the British army asked him to do some work for them 

in the western part of Kwongtung Province, with Lo Ting as 

headquarters. Under the British Army Aid Group he worked 

behind the enemy lines, organizing the area so that Allied 

airmen forced down within or near enemy occupied territory 
1 

could be successfully rescued. Plans were laid for 

assisting the flyers through the enemy lines and back to 

their bases. Assistance was also to be rendered to any 

Allied refugees who needed to get through the enemy lines. 

In addition to this, information was to be gathered with 

would be useful or of a help in any way to the Allied forces. 

This work, of course, involved much personal dan-

ger to Mr. Mitchel. However, he was glad of the opportun­

ity to be of assistance to the flyers in.keeping them from 

the hands of the enemy and h~ was thankful that through 

this means he could be near the Chinese.Christians to give 

them the financial aid and the encouragementi'.:which meant 

so much to them at this time. 

He was to have gone from Kunming to Poseh in a 
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plane, but having been delayed by the weather, he rode 

along with two British officers and some Chinese workers 
1 

who were traveling in two jeeps with trailers. The road 

which they had to take was a difficult route even for a 

jeep. It was through the mountains and in some of the 

higher parts there were six or eight inches of ice or 

snow. Then, in other places they had to pass through deep 

mud. The trip was made in safety, though, with no serious 

trouble. 

After much time spent with arrangements, the trip 

from Poseh to Lo Ting was finally made with a batallion of 

Chinese soldiers and a number of civil officials who were 
2 

going through the lines. After fifty miles by jeep, they 

walked for nineteen days in order to reach Lo Ting. How-

ever, it took more time than those days of walking to get 

to their destination, because on occasion they were delayed 

by the enemy. They had to make a hasty retreat during one 

whole night to keep from being surrounded by the Japanese. 

Also, they had to determine the position of the enemy and 

then make their way past the outposts dut'ing the night_. 

It was a hazardous trip, but he was heartily welcomed back 

to Lo Ting and there found that all of the Christians were 
3 

safe and none of them had suffered physical harm. 

• • • • • • 
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Mr. Mitchel li veo. there at Lo Ting and wore 

civilian clothes. In working with the British Army Aid 

Group he was also to cooperate with the Official Secret 

Service, a very secret organization of the United States. 

His duty was to bring these two groups together, carrying 

useful information from one to the other so that both 
1 

organizations could operate more effectively. 

The American airmen could not always rely on the 

Chinese interpreters because many of them were representa-

tives of the China secret service and were spying on Amer-

icans. Therefore, Mr. Mitchel was frequently called upon 

to serve as interpreter. He also drew maps of the topo-

graphy of the land, and told of locations and numbers of 
2 

the Japanese for the United States and British forces. 

An important task wa~ of course, the rescuing of 

airmen who came down in that district and the recovery of 

any who had been captured by the Japanese. Mr. Mitchel 

saw one plane losing altitude and, then, nine miles away 
3 

a man bail out. This young man was on his fiftieth mission, 

the last before going home to the United States. The flyer, 

who was on a mission over Canton, had a wonderful sense of 

direction and knew the area. The engine began to get hot 
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because the oil line to the engine had been punctured 

by a bullet, so that he knew he could not get back. So, 

according to the instructions he had received, he got away 

from the West River and came down on the side of a hill. 

Using a book with English and pointing to the Chinese 

equivalent, he sought direction from a little Chinese boy. 

Not knowing how to read, the boy took him to another party. 

They gathered up the parachute and started out. The man 

to whom he was brought had been a teacher and could speak 

a little English. Soon Mr. Mitchel and some others arrived 

to get the soldier. The Chinese insisted on giving this 

American young man breakfast before he left, and did all 

they could to help him. 

The Chinese people had been organized to get the 

Allied men out of where they landed and to safety from the 

Japanese. Some Chinese lived behind the Japanese 

lines and rescued the men when the planes came down. They 

wanted nothing for what they did, and some even gave their 

lives in this work. Because of the aid given in this 

rescue work, some Chinese paid the price of having their 

,villages destroyed. 

Mr. Mitchel helped in ucontacting, caring for, and 

returning eleven U. S. airmen who were forced to land in 
1 

this area." He also helped a group from the United States 

. . . . . . . 
1. Mitchel, Jesse C.: 11 The Odyssey of Jesse C. Mitchel," 

loc. cit. 
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army who were in that area on duty. Eighteen soldiers were 
1 

parachuted into the Lo Ting area in July 1945. They had 

been sent there for the purpose of training the Chinese to 

help in the disrupting of Japanese communications whenever 

that was possible. Having been directed to Mr. Mitchel 

by a Catholic priest, the Protestants of the group made 

their home with him while in that area. These soldiers 

helped by giving the parachutes, which had been used in 

dropping supplies to them, to be made into clothes for 

the lepers. The high esteem in which they held Ivir. Mitchel 

is shown in their plan to leave $25,000, American money, 

with Mr. Mitchel when they left so that he would have 

enough to keep him in case the war should last for several 

more years, because the funds which the Foreign Mission 
2 

Board had sent to him had not gotten through. The war 

came to a close soon, however, so that this was not neces-

sary. 

The year following the departure of the other 

missionaries had been a very trying one, involving much 

danger for him. It had meant: 

11 A walking trip of between three and four hundred miles, 
making 20 to 25 miles a day through a ter:r:itory without 
sufficient food or comfortable places to stay at night, 

• • • • • • 

1. (William DeCamp): 11 Rev. Jesse C. Mitchel as a Sargeant 
Saw Him," The Covenanter Witness, Vol. XX..XVIII (Jan. 1, 
1947), p. 8 •. 

2. Ibid. 
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1 
having to pass through enemy held country. • 11 

It was necessary for him to make his way through enemy 

lines and keep on the alert for enemy agents, in order to 

do all he could for the Allied airmen. 

Mr. Mitchel endured physical hardships and worked 

under a mental strain. He was the only Covenanter mission-

ary on the South China field and was separated from his 
' 

family for over five years. He had difficulty in getting 

the funds which the Foreign Mission Board bad sent to him 

and the cost of living was fantastically high. Yet, be 

was thankful that he was enabled to be near the Chinese 

Christians in 2-outh China and to keep in contact with the 

work there. 

All parts of the mission field' were affected to 

some extent by the Japanese entrance into that area in 

September 1944. In some places, such as Lo_Ting, Wan Fau, 

and Lin Taan, the occupation was only as the armies were 

passing through, and lasted but five to fifteen days. 

Other places along the West River, such as Tak Hing and 

Do Sing, were held as military positions for almost a year. 

Although not far from the enemy, Lo Ting was a 

place of refuge for many individuals as well as for the 

• • • • • • 

1. Mitchel, Jesse C.: "The Odyssey of Jesse C. Mitchel," 
loc. cit. 

2. uReport of the Board of Foreign Missions," Minutes of 
the Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North 
America, 1946, p. 31. 

2 
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educational institutions that moved there. There were some 

Christians among them who were of considerable help in the 

mission work. Some from Tak Ring also moved to Lo Ting. 

Because there was little fighting there, the 

destruction in Tak Ring was not so great as in many places. 

However, there was considerable looting. All the equip-

m,ent and furnishings were removed from the schools, hospi-
1 

tal, church and mission residences. Even some of the 

doors, windows, and flooring were taken. 

Although there were some bombings and destructionn 

in the Covenanter Mission field of South China, there was 

no great suffering as -in other parts of China and few war 

atrocities. People were forced to go as carriers to take 

away the loot, but most of them got back, though some were 

neve·r heard of. Only one Christian man did not return and 
2 

met death at the hands of the Japanese.-

The enemy soldiers were not the only ones to 

bring destruction to this area during this period, for, with 

conditions as they were, the bandits again became very active. 

One group of three hundred planned to rob the village and 

chapel where the orphans from Tak Ring had been moved. 

They had hoped to get there just before daybreak. When 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid., P• 32. 
2. Jesse C. Mitchel, public address, Re:formed Presbyterian 

Church, Chicago, July 27, 1947. 
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they reached what they thought to be the chapel, they 

discovered that they were at the wrong place. It would 

take them another twenty minutes to reach the chapel, 

which would be too late, so they turned 'back. Those at the 

orphanage did not know from wha.t they had been delivered 

until one year later when the leader of the group was cap-
1 

tured and tried on other charges. 

The hospital work at Tak Hing was brought to a 

halt at the time of the invasion by the Japanese, but the 
2 

hospital at Lo Ting found it possible to continue on. 

It became necessary to disband the orphangge be-

cause of lack of funds and for the same reason there was 
3 

a scattering of many of the inmates of the Leper Home. 

However, as the funds began to get through, the former 

inmates returned. 

Following the cessation of hostilities, Mr. l':l!i t-

chel was kept very busy aiding the refugees who were r:e-

turning to their homes near the coast, reopening the hospi-

tal at Tak Hing, caring for the orphans who had been taken 

in by the mission, and distributing food as far as he could 

to those suffering from the severe famine in that area. 

With all that was done, the Gosp?l w~s presented to those 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid. 
2. 11 Report of the Board of Foreign Missions," Minutes of 

the Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North 
America, 1946, p. 32. 

3. Ibid. 
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who received aid. Then, the other missionaries having 

returned to China, the Reverend Jesse C. Ivii tchel came back 

to the United States, arriving in San Francisco on January 

9, 1947, after more than five years as an ambassador for 
1 

Christ to the Chinese in their hour of great need. 

I 

c. Post-War Period in the South China Mission 

1. Return of the Missionaries. 

On June 3, 1946, Dr. Ida Scott, Miss Jenbie Dean, 

Miss Mary Adams, and Miss Ella Margaret Stewart sailed frorp. 
2 

Galveston, Texas, on a freighter to return to China. Dr. 

and Errs. Julius A. Kempf sailed from San Francisco the fol-

lowing month. Arriving in Shanghai, where they had to wait 

a few days for repairs, they met the four missionaries who 

had sailed earlier, but who had been left there because of a 

change in the ship's destination. So, all six of them conti-

nued the journey together, arriving in Hong Kong on the Gene-
3 

ral Gordon, July 30. 

Barr sailed for China. 

The following December 16 Miss Jean 
4 

• • • • • • 

1. Mitchel, J·esse: 11 Star Notes~" The Covenanter -~Vi tness, 
Vol. XXXVIII (Jan. 22, 1947;, P• 59. 

· 2. 11 Star Notes," The Covenanter Witness, Vol. X..XXVI (June 
5, 1946), p •. 363. . . . 

3. Kempf, J. A. and F. M. G.: 11Ameri can Reformed Presbyter­
ian Mission in China, 11 The Covenanter Witness, Vol. XXXVII 
(Oct. 2, 1946), p. 215. . 

4. "Foreign Board Meeting," The Covenanter Witness, Vol. XXXVIII 
(Jan. 1, 1947), p. 4. . 
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Upon arrival at the field they found the houses 

and other buildings still standing, but badly in need of 

repair. The scarcity and high cost of material had pre­

vented the beginning of repair work previous to this. Many 

of their belongings had been preserved for them by the Chinese 

Christians. 

BecaUBe of the famine, resulting from the poor 

yield, the lack of rain, and the necessity for some people 

to eat their seed rice, many had died of starvation and many 

more were near death from the same cause. 

The lack of food, the very poor diet of those who 

did have anything to eat, and the war conditions under which 

they lived brought about much disease among the people and a 

great need for medical care. Dr. Ida Scott wrote from Pak 

Oi Hospital at Lo Ting, "I've seen more wretchedness and mi­
l 

sery in the past~o weeks than in all my life before." 

The large number of deaths caused by the war and 

the famine had left many children homeless. Some, who were 

strong enough, were begging on the streets. Others, because 

of the scarcity of food, were too weak even for this. There 

were a great many of these orphans to be cared for. 

2. Relief Work. 

The magistrate had asked the Mission to t13-ke in 

• • • • • • 

1. Scott, Ida: 11 Needy China," The Covenanter Witness, Vol. 
XL"'CXVII (Dec. :4, 1946), p •. 359. 
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twenty babies left on the streets. Later he asked them to 

increase the number to thirty and then to forty. These 

were small children between the ages of two months and four 

years. Later they took in one hundred and twenty older 
1 

boys who were too weak to beg. The Mission also cared for 

the children of destitute Christian families. The boys were 

from five to fourteen years of age. Although some had beri­

beri and many were in a serious condition when taken in with 

a life expectancy of only one month, all but ten of them were 

restored to health. When they had been taken from the streets 

their hair was falling out and their arms were thin, but soon 

they were strong again and could play and go to school. The 

magistrate furnished rice provided through the United Nations 

Relief and Rehabilitation Adminstration for feeding them. 

Many of these boys had no home or family. In the fall of 

1946, one ton of rolled oats was received through the direct 
. 2 

China Relief. The children were fed rolled oats and taught 

the Shorter Catechism. 

Food was desperately needed not only by these 

children cared for by the Mission, but by many others in 

that district. Hundreds of people could be seen taking their 

hoes out to the hills and bringing back roots covered with 

• • • • • • 

1. Mitchel, Jesse c.: Public Address, Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, Chicago, July 27, 1947. 

2. Mitchel, Jesse c.: .. Public Address, Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, New York, May 28, 1947. 
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1 
fuzz one-half to three-fourths of an inch thick. They 

would scrape off the fuzz, put the roots in water for 

several days, and then fix them for eating. These roots 

were very hard to digest and had no real food value, but 

merely alleviated the pangs of hunger. After eating these 

over a period of time their faces would become yellow and 

their feet become swollen. Other food would have to be 

obtained or they would die. 

The soup kitchen helped to save the lives of many 

persons. In a single district they would be fed for six 

days. -They received rice gruel, consisting of a level palm-
2 

ful of rice and a little dehydrated mutton, once each day. 

Operated on a similar plan were the milk kitchens. Each 

week two hundred poor people were given one pint of milk 

each day for six days. Along with the milk they were 

each given a vitamin pill, which they soon learned to ap­

preciate. Although this does not seem like much food, even 

this little tides them over and results in the saving of 

many lives. 

Another important provision in the administering 

of relief is that of clothes and bedding. The mission had 

taken on the responsibility of caring for a large number 

of children -- the babies left on the streets by parents 

who could not provide food for them, the children of desti­

tute Christian families, and the boys who were too weak and 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid. 
2 •. Mitchel, Jesse 0.: Personal Interview, May 27, 1947. 
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sick to peg. Most of these were clothed only in the 

barest rags and had no bedding when taken in. Gunny sacks 

were used on some of the beds. Their needs were met, how-

ever, through relief agencies, army supplies, and help from 

the Covenanters-in-America. Afghans, blankets, and material 

were sent to them. Army clothes were taken apart and made 

into clothes for the children. Garments were knit from the 

yarn which had been sent to them. The "·juniorsn in America 
~ 

sent a sewing machine in the fall of 1947 to be used in the 
1 

making of garments for the Chinese children. 

The children under the care of the Mission were 

very eager to help themselves when given the materials to 

do so. When the cold weather of the winter of 1946 was 

drawing near few of them had any shoes to wear. Some of 

the older ones took small scraps of cloth and tacked la;y:er 

upon layer to make cloth soles. Then, they used_ better 

cloth for the upper part. Thus, through the coldest part 
2 

of the winter all had shoes to wear. 

Of the one hundred and sixty children, all except 

thirty of them are in school, in kindergarten and the low­

er primary. In addition to the regular classes, they have 

a class in Bible study each day, learn the Shorter Gate-

• • • • • 0 
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1 
chism, and have a daily Chapel service. Some of the old-

er children are understanding the meaning of the Gospel 

and are accepting Christ as their personal Saviour. 

3. Medical Work. 

The prevalence of malnutrition brought about 

much cholera, dysentery, and malaria. During the summer 

of 1946, free clinics were held in the villages, where 

treatment was given to an average of ninety persons a 
2 

day. Upon her return to China, Dr. Scott was heartily 

welcomed to Lo Ting, where they had been without a doctor. 

The hospital there had three buildings, one each for men, 

women, and contagious diseases. Besides these there was 

the Leper Hospital. During the first year back in China 

after the war, there were 366 patients at the hospital, 

' with eighteen confinement cases. The clinic, too, was 

very active, having received 7,199 patients and having 
3 

given thousands of treatments. 

Later Dr. Scott did return to Tak Hing, taking 

about thirty~five orphans with her. The equipment having 

been removed from the Tak Hing hospital during the Japanese 

invasion, the Boys' School was converted into a hospi-

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid. 
2. ''Report of the Board of Foreign Missions, 1946-1947, II 

Minutes of the S;y:nod of the Reformed Presb;y:terian Church 
of North America, 1947, p. 33. 
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1 
tal. Some medical supplies were received through United 

Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration and Inter-

national Relief. The hospitals at both Tak Hing and Lo 

Ting were supported largely by sales at low prices of 
2 

medical supplies. There were also many charity cases. 

A little medicine served to help many persons 

through critical conditions. Thus, the missio~ies 

ministered to the people through preacrung, vaccinating 

and distributing rice. The Gospel was always preached 

along with the giving of food and injections. 

D. Summary 

The invasion of China by the Japanese. brought 

many problems and many opportunities to the Covenanter 

missionaries in South China. They sought to bring the 

Gospel to each new group that moved into the district. 

Their influence was felt among the refugees who had moved 

inland from the coast, among the students of the schools 

which had been set up in that district, and among the 

orphans of the government orphanage which had been moved 

to that area. For each of these groups they sought to 

meet their needs and to present the Gospel. 

• • 0 • • • 

lo Ibid., P• 34. 
2. Jesse C. Mitchel, Public Address, Reformed Presbyterian 

Church, Chicago, July 27, 1947. 
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In spite of repeated urging from the American 

Consul to leave China, the missionaries remained at 

their stations until evacuation became necessary in 1944, 

just before the Japanese occupied th~t district. Then, 

only Mr. Mitchel remained in China. Through service to 

the army he was enabled to remain in China and to be a 

source of help and encouragement to the Chinese Christians 

in a time of dire trouble. 

The missionaries who returned to China follow­

ing the war faced a pbture of great suffering. The 

refugees returning to their homes near the coast had lost 

their possessions and were in need of help. Many were 

starving because of the severe famine. The lack of food 

brought about malnutrition, resulting in the prevale~ce 

of much sickness. Large numbers of children were either 

left homeless or their parents were unable to provide food 

for them. 

When these missionaries returned to China after 

the war, they followed the same policy that they had adopt­

ed during the earlier years of the war and that Mr. Mitchel 

had carried through during the tim~ that he was alone in 

China. That is, they sought to meet the needs of the indi­

vidual, the physical as well as the spiritual. They pro­

vided the daily necessities of life, medical care, and ed­

ucation. They felt a responsibility toward each group which 

came into the district. Of first importance at all times 
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was the use of these channels of rendering service 

for the presentation of the Gospel. 
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SUMlVlARY AND CONCLUSION 

11 In her fifty years in China, the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church of North America has used approximately fifty 
missionaries and their wives, who have served, all told, 
probably about five hundred man-years, at an exwrnse to 
the home church of about five thousand dollars. 

In September 1897 a chapel was rented in the city 

of Tak Ring in the Kwangtung province of South China. 

There evangelization was begun through the Covenanters in 

South China. The method used in reaching the people was 

to meet their needs of the time and to present the Gospel. 

In meeting the needs of the people the various channels 

used were made effective in the presentation of the Gospel. 

A hospital was erected at Tak Hing. Then, schools 

were organized for girls, for boys, and for women. A train-

ing school was set up to provide instruction for the Chinese 

so that they could serve their own people as evangelists, 

Bible women, and ministers. Itinerary work was instigated 

sp that more persons could be reachedo 

The missionaries had been there five years before 

the first convert was baptized. Then, seven years later, 

1909, a congregation was formed at Tak Ring. The purpose 

of the mission was to establish a self-supporting, self-

governing, self-propagating church. So, in 1923 the self-

• • • • • • 

1. uFifty Years in China, 11 The Covenanter Witness, Vol. 
XXXV (Sept. 5, 1945), p. 147. 
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support plan was adopted and a Council was formed. The 

Council, a governing body, was composed of bot~ the mis­

sionaries and the Chinese Christians. The next step was 

the organization of a Presbytery in 1926. Both bodies 

continued to function until December 11, 1933, when the 

Presbytery assumed the duties of the Council. 

There had been growth not only in the develop­

ment of the church, but also in the extent of the outreach. 

At the request of another mission, the Lo Ting district 

was taken over in 1914 and a congregation established 

there. Another congregation was organized later at Taai 

Ping, and from time to time mission stations were opened 

in various parts of the field. As more of the Chinese 

were trained for Christian leadership they took actiwe 

parts in the work. 

During the war with the Japanese, efforts were 

centered primarily in the administration of relief to 

the multitude of persons who had fled to this district 

from enemy occupied territory. In Christian love they 

sought to help the refugee, students, and orphans, Fol­

lowing the war they sought to alleviate the suffering caused 

by the severe famine experienced in the district. 
}-

There were many periods of testing and difficult 

days to be face~. The Boxer Rebellion in 1900, the Manchu 

uprising in 1911, the revolution brought on by the Communists 

in 1926-1928, and the war with the Japanese following their 



invasion into China in 1937 each brought their trials, 

but along with these the opportunity for Christian 

witness. 

The mission.e,ries of South China have been faith-

ful in their service. As a result the Chinese now look 

to the Christian missione.ries for friendship, counsel and 

help. After fifty years of evangelization through the 

Covenanters in South China, there are today more than eight 

hundred members in the three congregations and sixteen 

mission stations. 

As one looks to the period following the first 

fifty years in South China, the situation is encouraging 

and full of hope. The developments of medical science in 

the treatment of tropical diseases have greatly lessened 

the hazards to the health of the missionary. The countpy 

of China has a Christian leader. The Chinese themselves 

are no longer resentful, but rather welcome the missionary. 

So far as the work itself is concerned, the hos­

pitals are very active both at Tak liing and Lo 'ring. There 

is also a Leper Hospital at Lo Ting which is continuing as 
I 

before the war. The Orphanage and Children s home of about 

one hundred and sixty children, with a school for all but 

thirty of them, was established because of the famine. 

The mission has taken on the responsibility for their edu­

cation, care, and salvation. These will be kept by the 

mission and sent out at the age of eighteen or nineteen 
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as Christian leaders and able to support themselves. 

Since the war a new station has been opened in 

Canton. In a building with an open front to the street 

evangelistic services are held twice a day and four times 

on Si::i.bbath by tbe evangelist, Mr. Wong. When Mr. Boyle 

returned to China at the close of 1947, he took with him 

a public address system to be used in the carrying on of 

this work in Canton. 

The close of the first fifty years found the 

Covenanters in South China not only opening new work, 

but also with four young people in the home land preparing 

to go to the field within the next year. 

In all things the endeavor of the missionaries 

pnd the Chinese Christians is to meet the needs of the 

people and, through this, to present the Gospel. The aim 

is a self-supporting, self-governing, self-propagating 

church. Many have come to accept Christ as their personal 

Saviour through the faithful witness of the Covenanter 

missionaries in South China. 
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