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THE USE OF JEREMIAH 

WITH YOUNG PEOPLE TODAY 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. The Problem 

Young people today are in need of spiritual gui­

dance through wise leadership. They need a source of 

spiritual guidance that will surpass the guidance given 

to modern warfare by radar and the bombsight. They are 

living in a world that calls out in a thousand ways for 

their· attention. Naturally young people today are per­

sistently asking: ''What is valuable for us today'? 11 A 

part of the answer to this question is found in JeremiahL 

Here is the spiritual guidance rieeded so greatly for youth 

today. In the person of Jeremiah, who so closely resem­

bled Christ, is found the type of leadership for which 

young people are asking today. Alexander Vfuyte, in com­

paring Jeremia~ with other prophets of the Old Testament, 

said: 

-1-
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"Some other prophets stand in time and place 
nearer to the New Testament; but it is only 
in time and place. Uo prophet of them all 
stands in reality so near to Jesus Christ. 
Jeremiah is the true forer"Ll.L'1.ner of our Lord. nl 

The problem raised by the question of young 

people today is this: How is it possible to use Jere-

miah to meet the spiritual needs of young people today? 

Spiritual needs refer to those needs of the soul which 

can only be_ supplied through God's grace which is given 

thro1..~h Christ. Many people recognize the values in the 

book of Jeremiah in a general way, but for this study 

a plan must be devised to mine the spiritual truths in 

the book and apply them to specific spiritual needs of 

youth of the modern age. That the needs are great is 

beyond questionL 

Young people for the purpose of this study are 

those adolescents from sixteen to twenty-one years of age. 

Luella Cole points out that this period of youth is made up 

of middle adolescents from sixteen to eighteen, and also 
2 

late adolescents from nineteen to twenty-one. The period 

from sixteen to twenty-one is usually made up of youth 

• • • • • • 

le Al~xander Vfllyte, Bible Characters, P• 152• 
2. Luella Cole, Psychology of Adolescents, p. 6. 



-3.-

who are in the last two years of high school and the 

entire four years of college. 

The whole book of Jeremiah will be used for 

this study. The chief concern of this study is with the 

spiritual resoL~ces in the book and with spiritual needs 

of modern youth. 

B. The Significance of the Problem 

The problem is significant for the following 

reasons: first, because the conditions of young people 

today are similar to those of the days of Jeremiah. This 

is especially true in regard to spiritual and milita~ 

conditions. For in Jeremiah's day as well as in OL~S the 
1 

spiritual conditions of young people were at a low ebb. 

The military conditions affected the young people in Jere-

miah's day as they do today. The references to yotmg men 
'2 

suffering and dying in battle are prominent. Wars raged 

in the times of Jeremiah as they did recently in the 

twentieth century. Nations arose to power and then fell 

as they have in this age. 

Secondly, its solution will provide a storehouse 

• • • • • • 

1. JeremiruL 32:30; 3:24-25; 22:21; and 31:19. 
2. Ibid., 11:22; 18:21; 51:20, 22. (Other nations--48:15, 

4 9 : 2 6 ; 5 o: 3 o, anQ. 51 : 3 ) • 
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of_ spiritual wealth. For to discover and apply the last­

ing truths in Jeremiah to the spiritual needs of young 

people is to open up new horizons of. truth for the mind 

and for the growth of the soul. It is tapping spiritual 

resources greater than the material resources of atomic 

en~rgy. The same secrets that made Jeremiah a world­

wide leader become the possession of young people and 

their leaders. His life challenges the lives of young 

people 4nd their leaders at every pointl 

Thirdly, Jeremiah has been neglected too greatly. 

Little work has been done on Jeremiah for young people 

in the form of writing. Many youth leaders have failed 

to discover the values of the book of Jeremiah for youth. 

~his failure has been due to the length of the book, the 

false conception that Jeremiah was but a weeping, dis­

couraged prophet, and the lack of Bible study among 

youth leaders. It is hoped that this study will stimulate 

a new interest in Jeremiah as a book for young people. 

c. The Method and Procedure to Be Used. 

The general method of this study will be first­

hand intensive study of the book of Jeremiah. Books about 

Jeremiah will be relegated to a second place. The purpose 

of this study is to discover and to apply the lasting~ 
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truths in Jeremiah to the spiritual needs of youth now. 

The particular method to be used in this study 

will be shown in the titles of the chapters. The second 

chapter will treat the use of the biography of Jeremiah. 

This will be found to be the core of the study, for in 

the personality of Jeremiah, a leader for the twentieth 

century is foundL The third chapter will deal with the 

use of the many inspiring devotional passages for youth. 

The fourth will bring to light the use of the situations 

in Jeremiah's day that parallel the present. The fifth 

will show the use with young people of the ingenious , 

methods used by Jeremiah to make his addresses challeng­

ing and to hold the attention of his listeners. The sixth 

chapter will give a general summary and conclusion. 

D. Sources of Data 

The primary source will be the American Revised 

Version of the English Bible. The secondary sources will 

be commentaries and the books written about Jeremiah. 

Most of the material will be taken directly from the 

book of Jeremiah as a result of firsthand study. Books 

on youth will be quoted,occasionally. 
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CHAPTER II 

THE USE OF THE 
BIOGRAPHY OF JEREMIAH 

A. Introduction 

It is the purpose of this· chapter to show the 

qualities in Jeremiah's life that will build Christlike 

character in youth today. Jeremiah's likeness to Christ 

qualifies him to be a leader for modern young people. 

Youth can read his life through the pages of the scrip-

ture, and be guided into useful 'living. The life of Jere-

miah will help to meet many needs of modern youth. The 

specific needs whioh will be met are: (1) consistent 

everyday living, {2) a consistent prayer life, {3) a firm 

pur.pose, and {4) loyalty to Christ. These needs become 

problems that must be solved. To whom must youth look 

today for leadership and guidance? Many of them look to 

the wrong leaders, as did German youth so recently. Many 

American youth are looking to stars of the screen for 

guidance rather than to Jeremiah and other great charac-

ters of the Bible. But in Jeremiah is found a leader who 

was qualif'ied to be a leader .foJ? modern youth and their 

leaders. This can be said because of his Christlike 
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character, his ~earlessness, his loyalty to God, and his 

regular prayer li~e. 

B. His Early Li~e 

1. His Call To His Li~e's Work. 

a. The Nature o~ the Call. 

Jeremiah was called by God to become a prophet 
l 

unto the world when he was a young man in his twenties. 

However, this age is conjectural. By his birth Jeremiah 

was a priest because his ~ather Hilkiah o~ Anathoth
2 

and 

his ~amily were priests. But Jeremiah's call was a spe-

cial calll It was a call to become "a prophet unto the 
3 

natiOnS ell \'IJhat then is the di~ference between a. 11priest II 

and a "prophetu? A prophet is 11one who speaks for another, 
4 

esp. for God or a god; one who prophesies future events.u 

Thus, God called Jeremiah to speak and to ~oresee ~uture 

events. A priest was born unto a priestly ~amily and did 

not have a special divine call as did Jeremiah A priest 

performed the rountine duties o~ the tabernacle, and inter-

preted the law. Jeremiah was a descendant o~ Levi and Aaron. 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid., 1:4-10. 
2. Ibid., 1:1. 
3. Ibid., 1:5, 10. 
4. Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, Fi~th Edition. 
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Thus, Jeremiah was a priest by birth, and a prophet by a 

special divine call from God. 

Jeremiah was positive that his call came from 

God and not from himself or men. Many false prophets of 

his day called themselves to the office of the prophet. 

vVhen the call came from God, the youthful Jeremiah ex-

claimed in true humility: 

"Ah, Lord Jehovaht1 behold, I know not how to speak; 
for I am a child. 11 

But God would not take this as an excuse. For he answered 

Jeremiah immediately: 

"Say not I am a child; for to whomsoever I shall send 
thee thuu shalt go, an~whatsoever I shall command 
thee thou shalt speak." 

The two visions that followed convinced Jeremiah beyond 

the shadow of a doubt that the call was from God. 

In addition to the source of the call, three 

things are noticed about the nat.i:lre of the call. It was 

foreordained, individual, and world-wide. First, it was 

foreordained. Notice the phrases: nBefore I formed thee ••• 

before thou camest forth out of the womb.u Yes, God had 

chosen Jeremiah even before birth to become a prophet to 

the world. Notice again the phrases: ni knew ••• I sane-

l. Ibid., 1:6. 
~. Ibid., l: 7. 

• • • • • • 
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tified ••• I appointed." God had taken the initiative even 

before the birth of Jeremiah. The first words that God 

spoke to Jeremiah at the time of the call were: 

"Before I formed thee in the ·belly I knew thee, 
and before thou earnest forth out of the womb I sanc­
tified thee; ±have appointed thee a prophet unto 
the nations • 11 

. 

Secondly, the call of Jeremiah was individual. 

There were many mediocre priests at Anathoth, the birth-

place and home of Jeremiah. But God chose a certain 

young man to become a prophet of righteousness. We know 

very little about the others, except that they opposed 

him and tried to kill him. There were but a few true 

prophets in the days of Jeremiah according to our knowl-

edge. The ones of which we know are: Zephaniah, Nahum, 

Habakkuk, Obadiah, Daniel, and Ezekiel.2 There were 

many false prophets who were not called by God. The 

individual character of Jeremiah's call is realized since 

Anathoth was but one of the forty-eight cities for the 

priests that had been assigned to the Levites in the days 
3 

of Joshua. Jeremiah was called as one out of thousands of 

young men who may have been more promising in the eyes of 

• • • • • • 

l. Ibid .• , 1:5. 
2. H. H. Halley, Pocket Bible Handbook, 16th Ed., p. 217. 
3. Joshua 21:18, 41. 
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the religious leaders. God still calls youtht Young 

people can learn from this incident that God calls in-

dividuals here and there as he so desires. Each young 

person should be urged to respond to the call of God 

should it come to him or to her. 

Thirdly, the call of Jeremiah was world-wide. 

God said to him: "I have appointed thee a prophet unto 

the nations."
1 

And also he said: 11I have this day set 
2 

thee over the nations and over the kingdoms •• 11 Jere-

miah' s task was not limited to the .Jews nor to Palestine • 

.Jeremiah is a lei.ader for youth today1 .Jeremiah's message 

has gone out all over the world, for the Bible has been 

translated into over a thousand languages. Not only does 

his message extend to many nations now, but even while 
3 

he was living, he prophesied concerning many nations. His 

writings were no doubt widely read during his lifetime. He 

foretold the fate of Egypt, Philistia, Moab, Ammon, Edom, 

and Babylon. History teaches us that .Jeremiah's pro-

phecy was fulfilled concerning these nations. Jeremiah 

also has a message for America as a nation. He has a message 

• • • • • • 

1 • .Jeremiah 1:5. 
2. Ibid., 1:10. 
3. Ibid., 46-51. 
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for the youth of America and of the worl~. His life will 

challenge many young people to enter the mission fields 

of the world, at home and abroad. 

b. The Importance of the Call. 

Jeremiah's call was important be cause of the 

sinful conditions of the people at the time of the call. 
l 

Even the priests and the prophets were corrupt. They 

lied, told the people pleasant things, never preached 

against the hol"rors of sin, and ~ried: "Peace 1 Peace 1 u 

when there was none. The people also were sinful as God 

related to Jeremiah at the time of the call.! The people, 

both young and old alike, turned their backs on God, wor-

shipped idols, refused to listen to Jeremiah, and were 

disobedient. At a later occasion Jeremiah recorded his 

attitude toward them in these sharp words: 

"But this people hath a revolting and a rebellious 
heart; they are revolted and gone. 113 

Jeremiah came on the stage of history at a 

critical moment. The king at the time of the call was 

Josiah, who was a righteous man, and a year before the call 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid., 23:9-40. 
2. Ibid., 1:16. 
3. Ibid., 5:23. 
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of Jeremiah had started social reform in Judan• But it 

must be remembered that Josiah, who had been in power for 

thirteen years at the time of Jeremiah's call, was the 
l 

first righteous king in Judah in nearly sixty yearsl 

Judah was still reaping the wild oats that had been sown 

by Manasseh, who ruled for fifty-five years, who had caused 

innocent babies to be sacrificed to idols, and Amon who 

2 
had ruled for two dreadful years. Jeremiah was called 

to action when Judru~ was at a low spiritual ebbl Per-

haps conditions had been worse fifteen years before, but 

the conditions at the time of the call were critical. 

Secondly, Jeremian's message made the call im-

portant. His message was God's living and vital words. 

At the time of the call Jehovah reached out nis hand and 

touched Jeremiah's lips and said: "Behold, I have put 
3 

my words in thy mouth." Jeremiah was to .be God's moutJt.·-

piece unto the world. God's message through him was to 

be penetrating. On a later occasion God said to Jeremiah: 

• • • • • • 

1. H. H. Halley1 op. cit., p. 205. 
2. II Kings 21;11-26. 
3. Jeremiah 1:9. 
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"I will make my words in thy mouth fire, and1 
this people wood, and it shall devour themiu 

Yes, the call was made important because of the message 

as well as the sinful conditions of the people. The call 

of a young person today is important for the same two 

reasons. God is still calling youth today to serve him. 

In many ways the calls today will be the same as the call 

that came to the young man Jeremiah. God not only called 

Jeremiah, but he also provided for his preparation as he 

does for youth now. 

2. His Preparation For His Life's Work. 

a. By God. 

Jeremiah cried out i~ true humility that he was 

but a child, and was not able to fill the new position. 

But God was ready and willing to prepare him for the task. 

There is no record of any theological schools in Jere-

miah' s day for the prophets, so God pr~pared Jeremiah at 

the time of the call by assurance. He showe·d-him t\V.O 

visions: an almond tree and a boiling caldron. First, 

God showed Jeremian an almond tree and asked him what he 

saw. Jeremiah answered correctly and promptly. God 

praised him: nThou hast well seen. 11 Then God played on 

• • • • • • 
1. Ibid., 5:14. 

' 
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words, saying: "For I watch over my word to perform it ."1 

The word 11almond11 and "watch 11 come .from the same Hebrew 

verb which means 11to watch 11 or 11to wait.u Thus, God's 

word was to be ualert 11 and 11vvatch.ful. 11 The almond tree 

blossomed earlier than other trees. God's word also was 

to be earlyl Tnis same assurance is given to modern youth 

in different ways. 11For the word of God is quick and 

2 
powerful. 11 They are assured by God that the Bible is 

true and that its authority is from God. This assurance 

gives courage to the young person todayt 

The second vision was a boiling caldron. As 

Jeremiru~'s mission was to foretell the future, as well 

as to speak for God, God told Jeremiah of a coming event 

by the use of the caldron. This coming event is held 

to be the Scythian invasion of 625 B. c. or else the Baby-

lonian invasions of 597 and 586 B. c. After much study 

the writer believes it to be .the .former invasion. But the 

reason God gave Jeremiah this vision was to assure him that 

he was to be able to foretell future events. This gave 

Jeremiah much assurance and courage. m~en God calls a 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid. , 1 : 12 • 
2. Hebrews 4:12. 
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youth, he gives him courage. Then, as if the two visions 

were not enough, God prepared Jeremiah by telling him that 

all through life 7 he would protect him and keep him from 

harm. God does the same today for youth whom he chooses 

to protect in a special way. Here is the great promise 

of protection that Jeremiah received: 

"For, behold, I have made thee this day a fortified 
city, and an iron pillar, and braKen walls, against 
the whole .land, against the kings of Judah, against 
the princes thereof, against the priests thereof, and 
against the people of the land. And they shall fight 
against thee; but they shall not prevail against 
thee: for I am with thee, saith Jehovah, to deliver 
thee.tt 

b. By Formal Training. 

Jeremiah, as far as it can be discovered, had 

no formal training for his office as a prophet. It can be 

rightly assumed that he had training for the office of 

a priest at the city of Anathoth. The major part of this 

training was no doubt in the interpretation of the law. 
2 3 

In the days of Samuel and even as late as Elisha, there 

were "schools of tl'le prophets" which were comparable to 
4 

present-day theological colleges. But there is no re-

• • • • • • 

l. Jeremiah 1:18-19. 
2. I Samuel 19:19-20. 
3. II Kings 2:3, 5; 4:38. 
4. William Smith, Smith's Bible Dictionary, V• 535. 
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cord of any such schools during the time of Jeremiru1. 

Perhpas the reason was that the spiritual life of the 

nationswas so low that all of these prophetical schools 

had been closed. But, nevertheless, Jeremiah was. prepared 

by God. God prepares youth now in· the same manner. Even 

though formal training may be withheld from them because 

of poverty or a lack of schools, God chooses and trains 

in the school of prayer those select youth who are ,di­

vinely called to serve him as teachers, preachers, business 

people, and church workers. Youth now should not be dis­

couraged if formal education is impossible for them, be­

cause God is able to prepare them in heart and mind for 

the work to which he has called them. Jeremiah' s life 

was successrul from the beginning to the end because of 

his prayer life and his close fellowship with God. 

c. His Active Ministry 

l. His Loyalty To God. 

Jeremiah is best characterized by his complete 

loyalty to God. This is one of the greatest needs of 

modern youth. Their loyalty, if directed wrongly, be con1e s 

a serious problem for the leaders of youth. Jeremiah's 

loyalty to God will be found to challenge the loyalty of 

young people. Jeremiah's loyalty will be seen in two ways. 
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a. His Uncompromising Message. 

Obviously not all youth today will be called to 

become teachers or preachers, but still the message of their 

testimonies should be uncompromising. When God cal~d Jere-

miah, he charged him thus: 

11Arise and speak unto them all that I command thee: 
be not1dismayed at them, lest I dismay thee before 
them." 

Such a charge left no room for compromisel Throughout his 

ministry of more than forty years, Jeremiah's message was 

the same: (l) repent of your sins, (2) return to God, and 

(3) if you do not, certain punishment will come upon you. 

When bloodthirsty mobs threatened him, Jeremiah still preached 

the same. He gave the same uncompromising message to kings, 

rulers, priests, the people, and to everyone. Even after 

the- people had rebelled against God's command and had gone 

2 down into Egypt, Jeremiah called them to repentance at 
3 

the risk of his life. He told them of the punishment that 

was to come upon them unless they repented of their sins. 

Jeremiah's lpyalty to God caused him to be un-

compromising in his message. Young people today are 

• • • • • • 

l. Jeremiah 1:7. 
2. Ibid., 43:7. 
3. Ibid., 44:11-14, 23. 



-19-

tempted to compromise the content of their testimonies 

before sinful people, their friends, and their school 

companions. The temptation to compromise is probably 

the greatest temptation that youth faces today. But if 

they will follow t~e example of Jeremiah and be loyal to 

God, they will be victorious. 

b. His Uncompromising Living. 

Many young people of today can make a fine pro­

fession of faith in Christ, but they sometimes do not live 

up to it. Jeremiah did botht He had an uncompromising, 

genuine witness and the same type of everyday living. 

This is greatly needed in youth now. As his personality 

is studied; Jeremiah is seen as the man with a single 

standard. He lived the same during the week as he did 

on the Sabbath. He lived the same ways as he preached. 

He gave the same uncompromising message to one and all. 

He lived uncompromisingly before everyone. However, it 

must be pointed out that one time at least, Jeremiah 

was tainted with sin. 1 However, God called him to re­

pentance and it is assumed, in the light of his subse­

quent living, that without delay,. he obeyed and repented. 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid., 15:18-19. 
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V~at a lesson for young people today. For their greatest 

problem is sin, and they too must repent of it as did Jerew 

miah. 

Jeremiah, at all other times, showed his com-

plate loyalty to God by his uncompromising living. God 

spoke to him one day when he was in prison. The time was 

one year before the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 B. c. 

God commanded Jeremiah to purchase a field at Anathoth from 

Hanamel his cousin who was to come to him in the prison 
1 

and ask him to buy it. Hanamel came and Jeremiah bought 

the field as God had commanded him. He had the deeds made 

out. But Jeremiah had done this against his better jug-

ment. He had acted in faith and quick obedience. He no 

doubt reasoned that he would soon be taken captive to 

Babylon with the rest of the people and would never get 

to use the field. But when his perplexity was at its 

height, Jeremiah prayedt He asked God the reason for this 
2· 3" 

command, after having adored God in prayer. God heard 

and answered the loyal prophet. He told Jeremiah that 

• • • • • • 

l. Ibid., 32:7. 
2. Ibid., 32:24-25. 
3. Ibid., 32:16-23. 
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l houses and fields would again be purchased in Judah. 

Thus, Jeremiah's great loyalty was used of God to il-

lustrate that the Jews would return to Judah. Such 

loyalty is needed by modern youth of the twentieth cen-

turyl 

2. His Fearlessness in Crises. 

a. Personal. 

Jeremiah's fellow-ministers at Anathoth, his 

birthplace, attempted to kill the true preacher of God's 

word. They deliberately planned to slay the troubler: 

11 
••• Let us destroy the tree with the fruit thereof, 

and let us cut him off from the land of·t~e living, 
that his name may be no more remembered." 

All of this planning went on behind the scenes for Jere-
3 

miah did not know about it until God revealed it to him. 

Was Jeremiah afraid? Not He went immediately to God in 

prayer as any young person should do today in a similar 

situation. He did not pray a long prayer, hut he prayed 
4 

in faith that God would judge these wicked preachers. God 
5 

answered immediately that this judgment was his will. 

l~ Ibid~, 32:44. · 
2~ Ibid~, ll:l9b. 
3~ Ibid~, ll:l8~ 

4 e Ibide, 11:20. 
5. Ibid., 11:21-23. 

• • • • • • 
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Jeremiah showed his fearlessness in even a greater 

way in the temple at Jerusalem. He had preached a brief 

sermon on 11 Sb.iloh. nl He told the worshippers in the temple 

that if they did not repent, Jerusalem would become like 

Shiloh. Shiloh had been a city in Ephraim in the days of 
. 2 

Samuel where the ark of the covenant had been kept. It 

was carried into battle against the Philistines and was 

3 
never restored to Shiloh. ThUSlt' Shiloh became a national 

disgrace. Jeremiah had used fighting wordsl The priests, 

prophets, all the people grabbed him, shouting: 11Thou 

shalt surely dietn After a few minutes of excitement, 

they repeated the charge: "This man is worthy of deatht" 

Then without fear, Jeremiah gave his authority: 

11 Jehovah sent me to prophesy against this house and 4 
against this city all the words that ye have heard. n 

Then he called the bloodthirsty mob to repent of sins and 

return to God. What great couragel He told them that 

they could kill him if they wished, but that certain pun-

ishment would come upon themt Then the people arose to 

his defence and saved his life. Any young person can look 

. ~ . . . . 
1. Ibid., 25:4-6. 
2. I Samuel 4:3-4. 
3. Ibid., 4:10, 11 and 22. 
4. Jeremiah 26:12. 
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to this great incident in the life of Jeremiah if he 

needs more courage. But it must be remembered that Jere-

miah 1 s courage came from his surrender to God, as cour-

age comes to the young person of today. 

Jeremiah showed his fearlessness in ~he three 

imprisonments which he endured for speaking the truth of 
1 

God's message. The first imprisonment came as a result 

of preaching the sermon on "The Broken Bottle."
2 

A fel-

low-minister put him in the stocks overnight, but in the 

morning Jeremiah told him God's word in frank language. 
3 

The second imprisonment came because of the charge a-

gainst Jeremirul of collaboration with the Chaldeans. 

During this imprisomnent, Zedekiah made his third in-

quiry. Jeremiah told him the truth and boldly pled for 
4 

his life. 

5' The third imprisonment sent Jeremiah to the 

muddy dungeon where he had been once before. The charge 

brought against him was.that he was breaking the morale 
"6 

of the fighting forces. He had merely been obedient to 

• • • • • • 

1• Ibid., 20:2. 
2• Jeremiah 19. · 
3~ Ibid•, 37:15. 
4• Ibid•, 37:18-21. 
5• Ibid•, 38:6• 
6. Ibid., 38:4. 
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God in telling the people to submit to the power of Baby-

ilion. Persecution for doing the right is especially 

gruelling as youth find now. Jeremiah fearlessly endured 

the horrors of the dungeon until he was taken out by Ebed-
1 

melech, a colored man, who was an Ethiopian. 

During ~he times that Jeremiah's iife was threa-

tened, and duriP~ his three imprisonments, he showed his 

great fearlessness. This is. a quality that is needed in 

the lives of young people of the twentieth centuryl They 

too can receive it by doing God's will and surrendering 

their lives to him completely. 

b. National Crises. 

Jeremiah's fearlessness in national crises was 

shown both at the fall of Jerusalem, and after the fall, 

as well as at other times. To see his courage at its height 

during the fall, the four·inquiries of the king will be 

dis~~ssed. Through all of the four inquiries by King 

Zedekiah, Jeremiah was a fearless mant He gave the king 

the same answer over and over, in spite of the fact that 

the king wanted another answer that would be pleasing. 

• • • • • • 

I. Ibid., 38:~-13. 
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The first inquiry came after Nebuchadrezzar had 

started the war against Jerusalem. Zedekiah sent messen-

gers to Jeremiah, saying: 

"Inquire, I pray thee of Jehovah for us; for Nebu­
Chadrezzar king of Babylon maketh war against us: 
peradventure Jehovah will deal with us according to1 
all his wondrous· works, that he may go up from us." 

Jeremiah, who was not in prison as yet, answered that Jeru-

salem would be captured by the Chaldeans. :Many of the 

Jews in it were to die from disease, the sword, and the· 

famine. Zedekiah and many of those people remaining would 

be carried into Babylon as exiles. Jeremiah showe.d no 

fear at all in this first inquiryt 

Jeremiah f'urther showed his f'earlessnesa in the 

second inquiry. Zedekiah sent a messenger to Jeremiah, 
. 2 

saying: "Pray now unto Jehovah our God f'or us." Jere-

miah was not in prison at this time. Zedekiah had great 

hopes of' victory over the ~naldeans for they had tempor-

arily withdrawn from the city for fear of Pharaoh's armies. 

Then God's word came to the fearless preacher. Jeremiah 

told the messenger to tell the king the sad news that 

Pharaoh's armies would not help Jerusalem, but would return 

l.Ibid-., 21:2. 
2 .Ibid., 37:3. 

. . '. . . . 
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to Egypt. But the Chald~ans were to return and take the 

city and burn it. Jeremiah's fearlessness gave him a firm 

purpose and poise, which every young person today is en-

titled to possess. 

The third.inquiry of the king came when Jeremiah 

was in prison the second time. 1 This was in the dark, 

muddy dungeon. But when Zedekiah wanted to talk to Jere-

miah in secret, he had him removed from the dungeon. Then 

in secret, Zedekiah inquired: ttis there any word from 

Jehovah?"
2 

Then looking the wicked>rebellious king straight 

in the eye, Jeremiah abruptly answere.d: 

"There is ••• Thou shalt b~ delivered into the hand 
of the king of Babylon.u 

Even at this tense moment, when the king was expecting 

a pleasing answer, Jeremiah had the courage to tell him 

what God had instructed him. Young people are often urged 

to say the pleasant word, instead of the true word of 

their convictions, but if they fo1lmw Jeremiah, success 

will come to them in their Christian walk with God. 

The fourth inquiry came when the military situa-

tion was getting more intense moment by moment. Many Jews 

• • • • • • 
1. Ibid., 37:15. 
2. Ibid., 37:17. 
3. Ibid. 
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were starving; others had dreadful diseases. The Chal-

deans were around the city on every side. Jeremiah was 
1 

in prison for the third time. It was the miry dungeon 

in which he found himself. But a short time before the 

fourth inquiry, Ebed-melech had taken Jeremiah from the 

dungeon and had put him in the court prison. Then Zede-

kiah talked to Jeremiah in private: "I will ask thee a thing; 
2 

hide nothing from me. tr Jeremiah gave the king essentially 

the same answer that he had given to him the other three 

times. The, king did not appreciate it. It made him an-

gry, but Jeremiah knew that he was in God's will. All of 

these four inquiries point to one thing that is needed in 

every Christian young person today--fearlessne~sl Fear is 

one of the greatest problems of youth today, e.specially 

the fear that come in witnessing for Christ and truth. 

But in Jeremiah's life is found the answer to this pro-

blem of fear that is so great in the lives of youth. 

Jeremiah also showed his fearlessness after the 

fall of Jerusalem. He had been given his choice to go to 

Babylon and have sufficient to eat and to wear, or to re-
3 

main in Judah with the poor Jews. He chose the latter. 

• • • • • • 
1 • Ibid • , 3 8: 6 • 
2. Ibid., 38:14. 
3. Ibid., 40:4. 
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But while he was with the remaining Jews, a serious situ-

ation developed. Gedaliah, who had been appointed gover­
---1 

nor by Babylon, was killed by Ishmaal. Johanan arose to 

take Gedaliah 1 s place. Then Johanan and all the people 

came to Jeremiah to ask him to pr~y to God ~or them for his 
2 

will. They all promi'S'ed to do as God commanded. After 

ten days o~ prayer, Jeremiah told them that it was God's 

will to stay in Judah. It was bold o~ him for he knew that 

they wanted to go to Egypt. But they accused him of being 

a liar and went into Egypt as they had planned. Jere-

miah went with the rebellious Johanan and the people and 

continued to preach repentance to them. He did not fear 

oneo~ them for he was living in God's will. He knew that 

he had the Divine approval upon his words; 

Jeremiru~ possessed a fearlessness in personal and 

national crises that can meet the problem of fear in the 

heart of the young person in the twentieth century. They 

too receave it by surrendering heart and mind to God, and 

letting him lead them. Youth should realize that freedom 

from fear comes only through the grace of God received 

in prayer. That was the way in which Jeremiah received it. 

l. Ibid., 41:2. 
2. Ibid., 42:6. 

• • • • • • 
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3. His Human Relations. 

a. With His Family. 

Modern youth have great difficulty in having 

peaceful relations with the rest of the frunily. They can-

not agree. They think that the rest of the family is 

11running over 11 them. Many times, and usually, youth is 

at fault. But in Jeremiah's life, his friction with 

his family came through no fault of his ownt He spoke 

God's truth, because he was obedient, and on account of 
1 

his his family tried to kill him. They were from Ana-

thoth, Jeremiah's home town. The issue at stake was that 

Jeremiah was speaking in the name of the Lord. These 

wicked members of the family wanted him to speak pleasant 

words. They wished him to compromise his witness for God. 

This problem of failing to witness to the grace of God 

is one of the greatest problems that is: faced by modern 

Christian youtht Perhaps their failure at this point is 

greater than at any other. Very few of them, at least in 

America, have been threatened with death by their family, 

but they even surrender their witness for lesser parse-

cutions than death. The answer to this great problem 

is found in the life of witness that was Jeremiru~'s! 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid., 11:18-23 and 12:6. 
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In contr~st to this bitter experience, Jere-

miah had a pleasant one with Hanamel, his cousin, his 

1 
uncle's son. Jeremiah purchased the field at Anathoth 

from him when he came to the prison. Hanamel did not 

oppose Jeremiah, but rather there were peaceful rela-

tions between them. All is not hard and unpleasant for 

youth who are living the Christian life. There are 

times of happy relations with the members of the family 

even though at times they may oppose the one who is stand-

ing true for Christ and right living. 

b. With His Friends. 

One of the first questions that young people 

propose today when they are asked to follow Christ is: 

11If we do follow Christ will we have any friends? 11 And 

it is a question that youth leaders must answer correctly 

and honestly. Did Jeremiah have any friends? Yes, but 

he also had enernie s who rrere greater in number than his 

friends. It must be re~mbered that Jesus had enemies. 

But on the other hand, Jesus has friends the world around 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid., 32:5-16. 
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who are ready to lay down their lives for him. Let us 

notice some of Jeremiah's friends. 

Jeremiah's friends helped him at the time 

of the 11Shiloh Sermon. 111 His life had been threatened 

by the priests, the prophets, and the people because of 

his fearless and pointed message. The priests and the 

prophets clamored for his blood. They angrily said: 

11Thou shalt surely die. u Jeremiah boldly defended him-

self, and the people who were his friends. arose to his 

2 defence. They said that he should live because he had 

spoken God's word. 

A good friend.also on this occasion was Ahikam. 

We do not have any mention of his helping Jeremiah else-

where. But God had prov.ide d this good friend to defend 

Jeremiah on this important occasion.3 

Baruch, Jeremiah's private secretary, was also 

a good friend of Jeremiah., and he remained with him to 

the end. This is the type of friend that young people 

need today. And they are more certain of getting such 

a friend if they follow the Christian way. Baruch took 

1~ Ibid~, 26:4-7. 
2~ Ibid~, 26:l6e 
3. Ibid., 26:24. 

• • • • • • 
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dictation from Jeremiah in preparing the book of Jere-

miah. Baruch even went to the temple to read om of Jere-

miah's sermons to the worshippers in the temple in Jeru-

1 
salem who were sinful people. This was a real test of 

friendship. Baruch is again mentioned at the time of the 
2 

purcha~e of the field at Anathoth which was twenty years 

after the temple incident above. Baruch went with Jeremiah 

to Egypt for he was a true friend to the end. Young 

people today will have genuanee friends like Baruch, if 

they will follow Christ, and make him the best Friend. 

Ebed-melech was a true friend of Jeremiah. 

He was the colored man from Ethiopia who delivered Jere-
3 

miah out of the dungeon. He went boldly to the king and 

received permission to take Jeremiah out of the dungeon 

and save his life. A true friend today given by God ca.n 

save the lives of many persons in other ways. The most 

genuine friends in the world are the ones that God gives. 

Nebuchadrezzar and his Chief of Staff were 
4 

friends of· Jeremiah. This friendship may have been based 

on \vrong motives on the part of these ~wo men, for they 

• • • • • • 
1~ Ibid~, 36:6. 
2; Ibid~, 32:12, 3, and 16. 
3~ Ibid~, 38:4-13. 
4. Ibid., 39:11-14 and 40:1-6. 
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had shown themselves friends to Jeremiah because he had 

told the Jews during the war to surrender to Babylon. He 

had done this because God had instructed him to do it. 

Nevertheless, the Chief of Staff treated him as a friend 

1 
when he came to Judah. He gave him a choice to go to 

2 
Babylon or to stay in Judah. Jeremiah remained in Judah. 

Jeremiah's human relations with his friends 

have been seen as pleasant and cordial. God had provided 

him with them that life would not be totally disagree-

able. Yes, Jeremiah had friends and they were, for the 

most part, true friends. And God gives to modern youth 

who will follow him true and faithful friends who are 

Christians. But above all, God gives to youth the best 

Friend, Jesus. 

c. With His Fellow-Ministers. 

1JVhether youth plan to preach., to teach, or to 

engage in other vocations, they will find opposition 

among some of their colleagues if they stand firm for 

Christ. In any vocation today they will find many com-

promisers who are living half-heartedly for Jesus Christ. 

Let us look to Jeremiah to fin~ the answer to this. He 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid., 39:11-14. 
2. Ibid., 40:4. 
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was one of a few true prophets of his day. Most of them 

were false and told the people lies; the priests were 

equally corrupt. Jeremiah denounced these false leader~ 
·1: 

in harsh terms. All through his ministry, Jeremiah was 

opposed by these false religious leaders. They even 
2 

tried to kill him on at leasttwo occasions. Another pilt 
3 

him in the stocks for preaching a frank sermon. But 

Jeremiah was true to God and his convictions. He never 

wavered from standing true to God. Young people today in 

any group will many times find opposition to the Christ-

ian way of li~ing. It is almost unavoidable. But by God's 

grace, they can st~~d true as did Jeremiah. They can 

stand head and shoulders above their colleagues in Christ-

like everyday living. 

d. With the People. 

Jeremiah preached against the sins of the people 

continually. He always warned them of the judgment to 

come unless they r~pented of their sins. His attitude 

toward the people is best shown in one verse: 

• • • • • • 

1~ Ibid~, 23:9-40 
2. Ibid;' 11:19-23 and 26:9, 11. 
3. Ibid., 20:1-6. 
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uBut this people hath a revolting·aJ:d a rebellious 
heart; they are revolted and gone. 11 

Naturally, Jeremiah was not popular with the people for 

his message was not pleasing. All through his life the 

people opposed him. Perhaps they showed their friendship 

on at least one occasion when they saved his life in the 
2 

temple from the fury of the priests. During the fall of 

Jerusalem, when he told them to surrender to Babylon, they 

would not obey. After the fall when he told them not to 

go to Egypt, they rebelled, and called him a liar, and 

went. Nor can youth today be popular with all the people 

today if they would live for Christ. Jesus has said that 

the righteous will suffer persecution all through the 

Christian life. nBlessed are they that have been per-

secuted for righteousness sake; for theirs is the king­

dom of heaven. "
3 

4. His Prayer Life. 

Jeremiah's whole life was a life of prayer. He 

found prayer as necessary as food, air, and water.· Jere-

miah prayed daily for many different types of needs. No-

1~ Ibid~, 5:23. 
2~ Ibid., 26:16; 
3. Matthew 5:10. 

• • • • • • 



thing was too large or too small. He prayed when he was 

in doubt, trouble, sorrow, joy, thankfulness, and pros-

parity. He prayed much in secret but little is known 

of his public prayer life. He adored and worshipped God. 

He confessed his own sins and the sins of the people. He 

prayed for justice to be given to his enemies, and the 

priests who opposed him were the subjects of his impre-

eatery prayers. 

a. In General Situations. 

Jeremiah on one occasion reminded God or the 
l 

sinful condition of the people. He also did this on other 

occasions. It was common for Jeremiah to talk to God about 

the dreadful spiritual conditions of the people of his day. 

Jeremiah, in one of his sermons, -told the people in the 
2 

temple of the weakness of idols. Then he withdrew to a 

place of secret prayer and adored the true God fo his· 
. 3 

greatness. Again Jeremiah adored God for his superi-
4 

ority over idols. This was a common experience for the 

prophet of the heart for he hated idols and loved God. 

1. Jeremiah 5:3. 
2. Ibid., 10:1-ll. 
3. Ibid., 10:6-7. 

- 4. Ibid., 16:19-20 
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Jeremiah prayed against the foreign nations that 
1 

opposed God as well as against his own nation. He also 

prayed against his persecutors in Judah. 2 He asked God 

to bring judgment upon them for their sins. This is 

difficult to understand in the light of the teachings of 

Christ, unless it is assumed that most of the people a-

gainst whom the prayers were directed were hopeless. On 

the other hand, it must be remembered that the G~d of 

love is also the God of wrath. It is known too that on 

a few occas·ions, God asked Jeremiah to refuse to pray for 
3 

the people any more. . God's mercy is only upon them who 

will obey him, but when people persistently and con-

tinually reject his love, his wrath i_s poured out. Young 

people today who are not Christians should remember this 

great truth. They should be urged to accept God's love 

and mercy, lest they are forced to accept his wrath. 

b. In Specif~c Situations. 

When Jeremiah was called to become a prophet unto 

the nations, he cried out to Jehovah in true humility: 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid., 10:23-25. 
2. Ibid., 15:15-18. 
3. Ibid., 7:16, 11:14, and 14:11. 
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"Ah, Lord Jehovahlybehold, I know not how to speak; 
for I- am a child." 

Since that time God has called thousands of young people 

to serve him. He is calling youth today to serve his 

kingdom. Many youth now, when God calls them to do ser~ 

vice, pray similar pray~ of true humility if they are 

sincerely humble. They realize that they are inadequate 

without the power of God. Jeremiah's exclamation at the 

time of his call is true to human nature today. It is 

typical of the reaction of youth of the modern age. 

Jeremiah's life was threatened by his own family.2 

Today young people are sometimes threatened with the de-

privation of family relationship if they serve Christ. 

Occasionally they are threatened with death. The natural 

thing for them to do under such conditions is to pray~. 

This was e~actly what Jeremiah did when his life was at 
3 

stake. _In prayer he found a source of stre~gth tore-

main true and brave. He prayed for protection and God 

always answered his prayer. God answers prayer today in the 

same way for youth who are suffering for the cause of Christ. 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid. ; 1 : 6 • 
• 2. Ibid., 11:18-23. 
3. Ibid., 11:20 and 12:1-6. 
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When Jeremiah preached the sermon that he learned 
1 

from God in the potter's house, the people became angry 
2 

and planned to kill him. They did not want Jeremiah to 

say that Israel was to be destoyed in the hands of the 

Potter, nor did they care to be reminded of their sins. 

As soon as his life had been threatened by the people, 
3 

Jeremiah prayed to God. He knew that he was innocent and 

had obediently delivered God's message. Youth of modern 

times, as Jeremiah, will find that the hardest type of 

persecution to endure is that which is given for being 

innocent. This is the type that Christ endured, and he 

is thus able to give strength to youth to stand for him. 

Jeremiah prayed after his first prison experi-
4 

ence. He had been released before he had offered the 

prayer. But even after the release his heart was heavy 

and sorrowful. He had been made a laughing-stock by his 

fellow-ministers. Young people today in high schools and 

other public schools are subjected to the same ridicule 

by their friends for standing true to Christl The writer 

has experienced it in a public high school. 

• • • • • • 

l~ Ibid~, 18:1-17. 
2~ Ibid~, 18:18~ 

3~ Ibid;, 18:19-23. 
4. Ibid., 20:7-8. 
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During a drought Jeremiah confessed the sins of 

1 
the people. He included himself by the use of 11we •11 

Youth leaders today will find themselves confessing their 

own sins and the sins of those whom they lead. Youth 

themselves, under proper leadership, can be challenged 

to confess their sins so that they might have fellowship 

with Christ. A true prayer of confession will go far in 

solving the problems of modern youth. Youth are respon-

sive to the call of repentance, and sho~ld be given op-

portunities to confess their sins and accept Christ. 

During this same drou~~t, Jeremiah prayed for 
2 

rain. He believed that rain had been withheld because 

of the sins of the people which he confessed to God. This 

prayer for rain will not mean much to city youth, but it 

will mean a great deal to rural youth in localities where 

there is not enough rain. Under such conditions people 

naturally pray for rain for the crops. Jeremiah's faith 

was simple and he believed God for the great things and the 

small things. Youth can learn much from such a man of 

faithl 

• • • • • • 

le Ibid~, 14:7-9 and 19-21. 
2. Ibid., 14:22. 



-41-

Jeremiah was commanded by God to buy the field 

at Anathoth.1 He was in prison and did not have excessive 

money, but he obeyed God and purchased the field from 

Hanamel, his cousin, who had come to him at the prison. 

But Jeremia~ was perplexedt He did not understand why 

he should have had to buy this field. It was unreasonableL 

For the fall of Jerusalem was near, and he reasoned that he 

would never have the use of the field for he had been 

preaching that everyone was to be carried to Babylon. As 

soon as Hanamel left, Jeremiah offered a prayer of adora-

tion to God at the end of which he asked God the reason 
2 

for the command. God answered him by saying that the Jews 

would eventually return and buy houses and fields in 
3 

Judah again. God works the same today with youth. He 

sometimes calls them to do things that are humanly un-

reasonable, but which have a great purpose in the mind of 

God. However, in the course of time, the things that 

are unreasonable to young people become reasonable to them 

when they pray to God and ask his will. God will surely 

answer the inquiry of the youth who come to him for help. 

1~ Ibid~, 32:6-7. 
2~ Ibid~, 32:16~25. 

3 • Ibido' 32:44 • 

• • • • • • 
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Jeremiah prayed at the second inquiry of the 

1 king. It was an impol .. tant question concerning the mili-

tary situation. Jeremiah wanted God's will and his answer. 

How modern youth can learn from thisl When they are asked 

questions of importance by a friend or any one, they can 

always answer best if they pray first. This was Jeremiah's 

policy and he was a success in real living. He believed 

in taking everything to God in prayer. 

''11/hen the people wanted to go to Egypt after 

the fall of Jerusalem, they came to Jeremiah to ask him 

advice. Jeremiah prayed for ten days1 This is the long-

est time recorded that he prayed at one time. He knew that 

it was vitally important that he give them God's answer. 

God's word ca~e to him to give to the people after ten days 
2 

of intensive prayer. 

Jeremiah's life was a life of prayert He prayed 

for all of his needs both great and small. He believed 

that God heard and answered his prayers. He w~s so in-

timate with God that he questioned him and argued 

with him. Jeremiah was a success in his walk with God 

because of his prayer lifet Youth now can be a success also1 

1• Ibid~; 37:3;6. 
2. Ibid., 42:7. 

• • • • • 
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D. Summary 

The use or the. life of Jeremiah with young people 

of the twentieth century has been rorcerully shown. His 

everyday lire was seen as an example ror young people to 

follow. It was shovm that his call as a youth was similar 

in basic essentials to the calls that youth receive today 

from God. It was pointed out that God prepares those youth 

whom he calls as he prepared Jeremiah by assurance and 

by communion with himself. Jeremiah was seen as a man 

loyal to God under almost all circumstances. This loyalty 

was related to the needs of youth for loyalty and devotion 

to God. Jeremiah's fearlessness was declared to be a 

solution for the problem of fear today in young people. 

In his hurnan relations, Jeremiah was opposed by his fel­

low-ministers, the people, and the kings, but he did have 

a few friends. Last of all the values for youth in Jere­

miah's prayer life were uncovered.· Jeremiah was portrayed 

throughout as a man of daily prayer and devotion to God. 

The use or the biography of Jeremiah for youth today has 

untold values. For Jeremiah closely resembled Christt 
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CHAPTER III 

THE USE OF THE 
DEVOTIONAL PASSAGES 

A. Introduction 

The purpose of this chapter is to show the 

spiritual values in the devotional passages in Jeremiah 

that will aid in solving the devotional problems of young 

people. Youth a~e constantly in need of new and vital 

devotional material that will stimulate them and cause them 

to go forward in the Christian faith. The lack of suita-

ble material accounts in some measure for the neglect of 

young people in their devotional life. Sometimes this 

neglect is totall It is believed that the teachings re-

fleeted in the devotional passages in Jeremiah will help 

to solve this great problem. It is hoped that the same 

young people will be able to find in Jeremiah something 

that will challenge their lives, and will cause them to 

develop the devotional habit. On the other hand, there 

are also problems in public devotions for youth. In many 

cases public devotions in group meetings of young people 

and in the Sunday School become mechanical and uninter-

esting. In some cases the material at hand is to bl~ae. 
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It is hoped that the passages in Jeremiah will help to 

meet this need in public devotions of young people as well 

as ·'in' private ones. The material to be presented can be 

use under many situations, and is adapta'bllie to almost any 

group of young people. Something challenging can be gained 

from Jeremiah for both private and public devotions. 

B. For Private Devotions 

1. On Faith. 

Jeremiah lived by faith as young people must do 

today$ However, it is interesting to note that the word 

'rf'aith" is not to be found in the book. But still in the 

life of Jeremiah, faith was actively at work in g~iding 

him all through his great career. Jeremiah's faith was 

prf!.ctical1 On one occasion as recorded, he even prayed for 

1 rain. The famine was severe in Judah. The ground was 

dry and cracked, there was no grass for the cattle, and 

the people were without food. Jeremiah believed that this 

drought was punishment from God for the wickedness of the 
2 

people. Thus, he confessed the sins of the people. He 

pleaded for forgiveness. Then he believed that he was 

• • • • • • 

1• Ibid~, 14:22. 
2. Ibid., 14:19-21. 
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justified in asking for rain. He told God that no one 

else could bring the rain. How practical was the £aith 

of Jeremia.h.t Young people today can learn from this that 

faith can be used for everyday needs. 

Jeremiah also had faith for guidance. One year 

before the fall o£ Jerusalem, he was in prison because 
.l 

Zedekiah in his anger had put him there. God spoke to 

Jeremiah and told him that his cousin Hanamel would come 

to him and ask him to purchase a field for cash at Ana-

thoth. Hanamel came as God said he would. Jeremiah did 

not understand why he was to buy the field, even though 

it was a custom for a near relative to buy land from another 

relative
2 

but he bought it from Hanamel, paying cash for it. 

Why should Jeremiah buy the field? He could never use it. 

From his point of view, he would soon be carried away to 

Babylon for seventy years. As it was, he went to Egypt 

after the fall so he never had use of the field. Thus, 

from Jeremiah's point of view and from ours, it was un-

reasonable for him to buy the fieldl But Jeremiah acted 

in faith and obeyed. God explained to him later that 

• • • • • • 

1-. Jeremiah 32. 
2. Leviticus 25:25. 
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houses and fields would again be bought in Judah after 

the return. God today may ask young people to do things 

that are unreasonable. They can profit by this experi-

ence of Jeremiah and act on simple faith even in spite 

of the unreasonableness of the command. Young people can 

learn from this that obedience and simple faith are ab­

solutely necessary for the Christian although he may 

have other spiritual qualities. 

2. On Love. 

When yo~tng people think of love, usually many 

faces of their friends of the opposite sex flash before 

their imagination. Love for many young peole is some-

thing unstable and sentimental. Love today is used 

loosely to denote affection.for people, dogs, hats, and 

new dresses. Let us look to see Jeremiah's idea of love. 

At once we.are appalled by the fact that "love" is men­

tioned but once in the entire bookt
1 

How do we know then 

that Jeremiah knev.r anything about love? As we read the 

book from begimLing to end, we find that the love pf God 

is a golden cord running throughout the book. Yes, the love 

of God for the nations and for individuals is demonstrated. 

• • • • • • 

1. Jeremiah 31:3. 
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The only passage that contains the word ttlove" 

denotes the changlessness of love. Customs and tradi-

tions may change, but God~ love cannot change, for it is 

eternal. Young people can be challenged by nothing greater 

than the changel~ss love of Godl The love that existed 

in Jeremiah's time, exists today for young people around. 

the world. Another passage also shows the change le s sne s s 

of God's love, although the word nlove 11 is not mentioned. 

The call of Jeremiah demonstrates the univer-

2 
sal it~ of God's love. Here a young man was calla d as 

a prophet to the nations. He was to speak the message 

of God's love to both Jews and Gentiles. It was not to 

be limited to a few select Jews. This message of love 

was to be for all mankindl 
3 

Still another aspect of God's love is shown. 

1 

Because God is a God of love, he also is a God of justice. 

He has such great love that it causes.him to be just and 

to measure out to every man his proper reward' tempered by 

mercy. Many young people conceive of God as being so 

possessed with love that he does not exact justice. But 

1~ Ibid~, 33:11. 
2~ Ibid~~ 1:5, 10~ 

3. Ibid., 9:23-24. 

• • • • • • 
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this passage tells young people of today the contrary. 

The love of God was shown by the way in which he 

tried to prevent the destruction of Jerusalem. He con-

stant~y warned the people through Jeremiah to repent that 

they might see their city and themselves saved from de-

struction, but they would not pay attention and obey. 

God's love was manifest by Jeremiah in Egypt 

when he pled for the people to repent and return to God. 

God also loved those who were carried to Babylon, and he 

promised them a safe return to the homeland after seventy 

years. His promise was fulfilled because of his love. 

3. On Hope. 

Hope is exceedingly great in Jeremiaht He gave 

much hope-to those who would repent of their sins and come 

to God.· Today young people must have this same hope. 

It· gives them cburage to live and to know that life is 

worth living. Jeremiah expressed his hope in the great­

est measure 'in the uNevr Covenant" passage.
1 

The Jews had 

been taken captive to Babylon; Jeremiah gave to them a 

message of hope from God. He told them that there was 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid., 31:31-34. 
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going to be a·new covenant for Judah, Israel, and the 

world. This new covenant was to be written on the mind 

and on the heart, rather than on tables of stone as given 

to Moses on the mountain. This new covenant came through 

Christ. Each young person looks forward to this new 

covenant until its benefits become a reality in his own 

life through the cleansing presence of Christ. There is 

hope in the new covenant because it brings to men release 

from the pqwer of sin. This passage in Jeremiah is the 

highest mountain peak of hope in the entire bookl For the 

fulfillment of this hope all the world was waittpg. Then 

Christ came as a babe, grew up, died on the cross, and 

arose from the dead. Ever since that time the new cove-

nant has been effective to remove sin from the heart of 

man. This is the hope of the new covenant for each young 

person of the modern age and for all the ~ges to comet 

In two other passages the Messianic hope is 

1 strong. Each passage mentions the branch of righteous-

ness who is to come. His n~1e by interpretation was to 

be: nJehovaD. our righteousness. 11 Jeremiah's hope becomes 

the hope of each individual wbohas not as yet accepted Ghrist. 

• • • • • • 

lo Ibid., 23:5-6 and 33:14-15. 
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4. On Witnessing. 

One of the great values of private devotions for 

young people is that it: prepares them to witness for Christ. 

Only as. they are filled with the Spirit are they able to 

give out for the cause of Christ. When Christ comes into 

the heart of a young person, he immediately wants to wit-

ness to the love of Christ in forgiving his sins. The 

best place to prepare for witnessing is in the secret 

closet in communion with God. Some of the best materials 

in the Bible for this type of meditation are to be fhund 

in Jeremiah 1 

Jeremiah fervently exclaimed that if he would 

not witness there would be a burning fire in his heart 
1 

and that he would become tired by keeping silent. It was 

almost impossible for him to keep quiet about God because 

he had met God in a personal way. \~at caused Jeremiah 

to make so great an utterance? He had preached the 11Bro-

2 
ken Bottle 11 sermon. As a: result a priest put him in the 

stocks over night, releasing him in the morning. Jeremiah, 

as any young person today, was tempted to keep quiet about 

God. He must have reasoned that if he kept quiet, he would 

• • • • • • 

1;, Ibid~ , 2 0 : 9 • 
2. Ibid., c'hap:te-r 1191 



-52-

be free; if he witnessed, he might be put back in prison 

for a longer period. He chose to tell the priest in harsh 

terms the judgment of God. He began by saying: ttThus 

saith .Tehovah.u After talking to the priest, he prayed 

to God and exclaimed: 

"And if I say, I will not make mention of him, nor 
speak any more in his name, then there is in my 
heart as it were a burning fire shut up in my bones, l 
and I am weary with forbearing, and I cannot contain." 

Yes, .Jeremiah was a true and faithful witnesst 

God gave .Jeremiah further assurance for witness-
2 

ing in two great passages. If .Jeremiah needed this assu-

ranee, young people today need it alsol And they can 

receive it from God by being faithful in prayer. .Jere-

miah was human as youth are. now, and he had his weak points 

and at times he needed assurance greatly. Because of this 

assurance, Jeremiah knew that witnessing for God was worth-

while. How this assurance from God must have strengthened 

the courage of Jeremiaht Here is one of the great pas-

sages: 

"Because ye speak this ,.wol:!d, behold, I will make 
my words in thy mouth ~ire, and this people wood, and 
it shall devour them. tt 

• • • • • • 

l~ Ibid;, 20:9. 
2; Ibid~, 5:l4.and 23:29. 
3. Ibid., 5: 14. 
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Youth today can claim this promise as their own for as-

surance needed for a living witness. But they must re-

member that witnessing is done by living as well as by 

speaking. In the second great passage, young people can 

gain further assurance for the great task of witnessing: 

11Is not my word like fire? saith Jehovah; a£-d like 
a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?" 

Yes, Jeremiah was a great witness for God, and youth now 

sho~ld be challenged by his life to witness for Christ. 

5. On Courage. 

Jeremiah showed his great courage throughout his 

lifel Indeed he was courageous to preach for over forty. 

yea1,s to a stubborn and rebellious people. It required 

courage for him to face bloodthirsty mobs and speak God's 

truth to them. How did Jeremiah receive such bravery? 

He received it through feliliowship with God in praye~ for 

Jeremiah had a well-developed'devotional life. One single 

instance showed the courage of Jeremiah better than any 

other in the book. Jeremiah went to the temple to preach 
2 

to the "Shiloh Sermon11 at the command of God. He told the 

worshippers that had come to the-temple that if they did 

1• Ibid•, 23:29.· 
2. Ibid.~ 26:4-7. 

• • • • • • 
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not repent of their sins, Jerusalem and the temple would 

become as Shiloh. Shiloh in the time of Samuel was the 

honm of the ark of the covenant, but became a national-
"1 

disgrace after the ark w~ removed. Thus, Jeremiah was 

using fighting wordst The prophets and the priests im-

mediately clamored for his bloodt They wanted to rid 

themselves of such a liart Jeremiah defended himself 

without fear. He told the people and the priests and all 

the others to repent of their sins. He told them to kill 

him if they pleased but that certain punishment would 

surely come upon them because he had spoken to them in 

the name of God. Jeremiah's invitation to death brought 

an immediate response frotn the people who arose to the de-

fence of an innocent man, and prevented him from being 

killed. We also read of an individual who aided Jeremiah: 

"But the hand of Ahikam the son of Shaphan was with 
Jeremiah, that they should not give him ~nto the 
hand of the people to put him to death.u..., 

Jeremiah's courage was again shown in the answer 
3 

that he gave to Pasbhm"'. Jeremiah had preached the 11Bro-

ken Bottle" sermon in the valley of Hinnom. This sermon 

made Pasbhur angry, so he put Jeremiah in the stocks for 

• • • • • • • 
1~ I Samuel 4:1-11, 21-22. 
2~ Jeremiah 26:24. 
3. Ibid., 20:1-6. 
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a night. Jeremiah was not concerned with his freedom. 

But he was concerned with God's will and message. So he 

delivered to Pashhur a stirring message calling him a ly-
/ 

ing prophet and telling him that his burial would be that 

of an ass. Jeremiah's courage arose to a great height on 

this occasion. 

c. Fo·r. Public Devotions 

1. For Group Meetings of Young People. 

a. Thanksgiving. 

A service of thanksgiving could be produced by 

using two passages in Jeremiah.1 Young people could use 

these at the holiday of thanksgiving, at the close of 

war, for thanking God for the return of young men and women 

from the service, or for a service of thanksgiving for the 

safe return of missionaries. These two passages have great 

possibilities because they touch the springs of youth--

thankfulnessl Youth leaders will find that young people 

will respond readily to these two passages. 

The first passage could be used in a thanks-

giving program to set the atmosphere. A young person 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid., 20:13 and 33:10-11. 
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could repeat it emphatically at the beginning of the ser­

vice. It could be used as the call to worship. The second 

passage could be read as a scripture lesson by a young 

person from the group. In this passage there is presented 

a great picture: destruction and restoration. Judah had 

been destroyed, and the people had been carried away to 

Babylon, but Jeremiah was foretelling that the Jews would 

return to Judah and build it up. At that time there was 

to be great joy, gladness, and thanksgiving. The night 

of horror was to be enda.d and peace was to come 1 How well 

this could be used today by young people for a service of 

thanksgiving for the return of missionaries from the war­

torn areas of the world. Youth leaders should always be 

alert to have youth thank God inaa public service for the 

great benefits that he sends. This passage is especially 

fine for youth because it emphasizes not only thanksgiving 

to Gcd, but also his unchanging love. Many other uses 

can be made of this great passage and also the first one. 

b. Christmas. 

Who would ever imagine that a Christmas pro­

gram could be based on Jeremiah? There are three passages 
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at least that are appropriate. The ~irst is the passage 
"1 

on the new covenant. We know, of course, that the new 

covenant came through Christ. First of all to make an 

e~fective Christmas service, one would need to put him-

sel~ in the place o~ Jeremiah who had looked for a cove-

nant written on the heart, not on stone. He had looked 

for something that would make it possible ~or people to 

live righteous lives. Secondly, we would necessarily 

need to think o~ the new covenant being fulfilled in 

the li~e, death, and re;surrection of Jesus Christ. o·ne 

could read ~rom Hebrews 8 on the new covenant. In this 

type o~ a Christmas program, the sweep of history would 

reveal to young people the greatness of God i_n ~ulfilling 

the hope o~ the new cove~aht in Jesus Christ. The entire 

book o~ Jeremiah points ~orward to Jesus, but the new 

covenant is the highest mountain peak in the whole book 

~or here the liiJ:essianic hope is the greatest. 

The last two passages could be used together. 

Or they could be combined with the new covenant passage. 

The latter suggestion would probably be .preferable for in 

• • • • • • 

1~ Ibid~; 31:31-34. 
2·. Ibid., 23:5-6 and 33:14-16. 
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all three passages combined, the total picture of Jere­

miah 1 s Messianic hope is given. The chief value in the 

last two passages is that they emphasize the righteousness 

of Christ. The Jewish people had always looked forward 

to a Messiah. Some of the people did not necessarily 

think of him as being a holy parson. But Jeremiah did, 

and young people today who know Christ are convinced that 

he is perfect, and that when he was here on earth, he was 

sinless. Perhaps the name of the program could be taken 

from these pas sages--" Jesus and the J:Tew Covenant 11 or 

11 Jesus--The Righteous. u Such a program could easily lead 

up to the scene of the babe in the manger as the fulfill­

ment of God's promise. Young people could learn from 

such a program the plan of God in sending Christ into the 

world. Such a program would be exceptionally good for 

Jewish youth of the present. 

c. Missions. 

Jeremiah v1as a missionary to the whole worldt 

For we know that when God called him he appointed him a 

missionary to all the nations of the world. The fulfill­

ment of this is clearly seen in the book itself. Jeremiah 

not only prophesied concerning Judah and Israel, but also 
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l 
concerning many of the surrounding nations of the day. 

Since that time, his message has gone to all the world1 

And truly it has come to young people of today over all 

the worldl They too can receive a missionary call as did 

Jeremiah. They too can receive the spirit of reaching out 

to all the world. 

The call of Jeremiah could be used as a scrip-

ture reading at a missions service or rally. It could 

be used as a basis for an entire program for a service 

on missions for young people today. L~it be remembered 

that Jeremiah was a young man at the time of his call to 

serve the worldt The call of Jeremiah was life-centered 

for it touched the springs of life. God told Jeremiah that 

even before he was born, he was· called to be a prophet 

unto the nations. Many young people have the idea that 

they can plan their own lives and that God must approve 

their plans. But God plans their lives and they must 

approve of his planl Youth of the present can be chal-

lenged to go to the mission field through the influence of 

this passage under the inspiration of the Spirit of God. 

• • • • • • 

I~ Ibid~, chapters 46-51. 
2. Ibid., 1:1-10, 17-19. 
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d. Consecration. 

Consecration to duty is the necessary quality 

for anyone who succeeds in secular endeavor. How much 

more necessary it is for Christian youth of the modern age 

if they are to succeed for Christl Jeremiah lived a con-

secrated life. On the Sabbath? Yes. On the week days? 

Yes. All of the time, he lived a life of deep consecration 

to God. Young people need a greater consecration today 

than ever before L The task of reconstruction of men's 

spirits is trem·endous. Youth sometimes become careless 

about their duties toward GoG!.. They constantly need to be 

challenged to consecrate their tho.ughts, wills, and emo-

tions to the service of God. A passage in Jeremiah that 

is invaluably suited to this purpose is the story of the 
1 

trp otter' s House • n: From this pass age young lives can learn 

that God is the Potter and that they are the clay in his 

hand. They wil~ also learn that God is moulding their lives 

to serve him as long as their wills are yielded to him. They 

may be challenged not to miss the first plan of God for their 

lives, even though God has a second-best plan for he remake.s 

them. This passage is indeed one rich in the thought of 

• • • • • •• 

1. Ibid., 18:1-6. 
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consecration to God and his plan for life. Much poetry 

can be found in various sources to bear upon the idea of 

the potter and the cl~y. Also there is scripture in both 

the Old and the Hew Testaments in addition to that in 

.Jeremiah. 

Another passage in .Jeremiah offers-a supreme 

challenge to youtht It is a passage that can challenge 

the best in young people. The· value in this pass~ge is 

that it shows to youth that even though they have appar-

ently done their best, they can still do better. Here is 

this challenging passage: 

"If thou hast run with the footmen, and they have 
wearied thee, then how canst thou contend with hor­
ses? and though in a land of peace thou art secu~e, 
yet how wilt thou do in the pride of the .Jordan? nl 

I~ the previous chapter, .Jeremiah's fellow-ministers at 

Anathoth had attempted to take his life. .Jeremiah prayed 

to God about it and asked him why these wicked priests 

prospered so greatly. God replied to .Jeremiah that he had 

yet to meet the more wicked priests at .Jerusalem. God 

calla d the men at Anathoth ufootmen n and the men at .Jeru-

salem, "horses." .Jeremiah had tired from rU11J.J.ing with 

footmen, but God told him that he would have to run fast 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid., 12:5. 
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enough to keep up with horses. How this will challenge 

young people who think that they are doing their best 

when they are really nott It will arouse the best that is 

in them to action. 

e. Evangelism. 

Jeremiah is rich in passages Qn evangelism. 

Evangelism is a concentrated effort to bring people to 

a decision for Christ, either in public or private. These 

passages can be used as the basis for a program, a talk, 

as a scripture lesson, or for a sermon by the youth leader. 

These passages will go far in solving the public devo-

tional problems of youth. This material is fresh and 

spontanaoust These passages through the inspiration of 

the Lord can aid in winning the loyalty of young people for 

Christ and the church. This passage is especially good 

for any young person who might be indifferent to the call 

of Christ: 

nThe harvest is1past, the summer is ended, and we 
are not saved. n 

Another passage is well-suited for showing to 

youth the folly of breaking_promises with the Lord.2 The 

• • • • • • 
1~ Ibid~, 8:20. 
2. Ibid., 42:6 and 44:16-17. 
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time was after the fall of Jerusalem. The people who had 

not gone to Babylon had come to Jeremiah to aslc for ad-

vice. They promised him and God that they would do as he 

told them. Jeremiah asked God for the answer during ten 

days of prayer. God told the people through Jeremiah 

to stay in Judah. But they people rebelled; they called 

Jeremiah a liar;1 and ·they went to Egypt. They reminded 

Jeremiah that they would do as they pleased. For this 

constant rebellion, they were condemned by God to destruc-

tion in Egypt. They never returned to Judah, but died 

in disgrace and in their sins. 

If young people are desirous of seeking a vital 

experience in Christ, the passage about seeking God with 
2 

the whole heart is desirable. Its value is in the fact 

that it shows that in order to have fellowship with God, 

complete surrender must be made. The whole personality 

must search for God. God promisesc:fellowship to the young 

person who will seek him with the whole heart--soul, mind, 

and will. 

Another passage is especially desirab~e for those 

• • • • • • 

l ~ Ibid~ ; 43 : 2 • 
2. Ibid., 29:12-13. 
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yo~g people who, though Christians, may be. tainted with 
1 

sin. Jeremiah, as loyal as he was, becarae infested with 

sin. 
2 He had questioned the character of God. God told 

him that he must utake the precious from the vileu that 

he might become like God. He told Jeremiah to return, 

and repent of his sins, and Jeremiah obeyed. What a lesson 

·fol"' youth of the modern age. This incident would make 

the basis for a strong evangelism directed toward bring-

ing youth to Christ. 

2. For Worship Services in the Sunday School. 

a. Adoration of God. 

Adoration is a par.t of the worship experience. 

Worship is best realized when a person receives a Viis~ion 

of God as did Isaiah.3 The goal of worship for young people 

in the Sunday School will always be to get a vision of God. 

The usual pattern of worship is the upward look, the in-

ward look, and the outward look. Our particular concern 

now is the upward look--the adoration of God. Truly Jere-

miah had this upward lookl Young people must ·also have it 

if they are to live healthy Christian lives. 

1• Ibid•, 15:19•21. 
2~ Ibid., 15:18; 
3. Isaiah 6:1-8. 

• • • • • • 
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Jeremiah adored God because to him God was unique 
l 

for there was not another like him. For Jeremiah God a-

rose far above the wise men of the world. God to him was 

great and mighty above all the gods of the earth that the 

foolish Jews and other peoples worshipped. A second pas-
2 

sage shows the character of God. Mankind is urged to 

adore God who loves the world, exacts justice, and desires 

righteousness. God delights himself in his activities. 

This passage will help young people to get a vision of the 

character of God. It will help them to see that a holy 

God desires young people of today to live clean and spot-

less lives. 

In the third passage Jeremiah adored the power 
"3 

of God. The main thought of this prayer, which was prayed 

after Jeremiah had bought the field at Anathoth, is expres-

sed in these words: 11There is nothing too hard for thee." 

Jeremiah reminded God that he was the Creator of the hea-

vans and the earth and that he exacted justice of all men. 

He reminded God of the great miracles which he performed 

in Egypt in delivering the children of Israel out of cap-

1• Jere111iah 10:6-7. 
2~ Ibid;; 9:23-24. · 
3. Ibid., 32:16-23. 

• • • • • • 
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tivity. This prayer of adoration could very well serve 

as a model prayer for young people of the modern day. 

Jeremiah was in perplexity and doubt when he offered 

this prayer. Youth.often have perplexities and doubts, 

but a certain way to be delivered from them is to wor-

ship God and seek his will has Jeremiah did so often. 

b. The Sovereignty of God. 

Jeremiah adored God because he believed in his 

greatness and sovereignty. He believed in the throne 

above every throne. One of the passages which best por-

trays the sovereignty of God is: 

11A glorious throne, set on high from 1_he begin­
ning, is the place of' our sanctuary." 

Under what conditions did Jeremiah speak this? What 

caused him to see the throne? Judah was in a famine. The 

ground was dry and cracked, the grass was dried, and the 

people were exceedingly hungry. The king at this time 

was Jehoiakim, a wicked man. Most of the people were look-

ing to him for the supply of' their needs. They trusted in 

this sinful king and his throne to aid them during the fa-

mine. They looked to the throne at Jerusalem. But Jeremiah 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid., 17:12. 
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looked to the heavenly throneL He believed that the God 

of the glorious throne was the hope of the world. \¥here 

do young people look for help today? Many of them duriP~ 

a time of need turn their eyes to the President of the Uni-

ted States or the Governor of their state. But, if they 

will only follow the example of Jeremiah, they will look 

to the glorious throne in prayer, and they will not be 

disappointed. If their Sunday School has a definite need~ 

they can be certain that they can look to the throne of 

God and have that need supplied. Or if they have ape r-

sonal spiritual need that need will be supplied by praying 

to the glorious throne of God. 

"1 
nature. 

Jeremiah believed:·in the sovereignty of God over 

God, he said, made the earth and the heavens by 

his power and wisdom. When he uttered his voice, the 

waters in the heavens roared. God makes the lightnings 

for the rain. He brings the winds out of his secret trea-

sures. This passage could be used in connection with the 

study of natu~e. It is very well suited for a scripture les-

son in the Sunday School or for a devotional talk. It·will 

undergird the belief of young people in the God of nature. 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid., 51:15-16. 
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c. Cleansing From Sin. 

The occasion on which Jeremiah was cleansed 

from sin has already been mentioned. God gave Jeremiah 

the great invitation to be cleansed, and Jeremiah accepted 

it. How greatly is such an emphasis needed for youth 

in the Sunday Schoolt Surely they need to be cleansed 

from their sins. For many of them this is the only op-

portunity that they may have to come into a personal me-

lationship with Jesus Christ through cleansing from sin. 

Many young people believe that they can sin 

and cover it up from their friends. Many times this can 

be done for a time, but God always lhlow.s and understands. 

Even other young people come to believe that they are 

not sinful even though they do wrong. The following pas-

sage meets these problems of youth. Jeremiah not only 

believed in the sinfulness of the heart, but in God's 

knowledge of it: 

nThe heart is deceitful above all things, and it is 
exceedingly corrupt: who can know it? I, Jehovah~ 
search the mind, I try the heart, even to give to 
every man according t£ his ways, according to the 
fruit of his doings." 

This passage deals with the inward look to see our sin 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid., 17:9-10. 
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after we have seen God. The inward look is a great need 

in the worship service in the Sunday School. Sometimes 

the upward and the outward looks are over-emphasi~ed to 

the exclusion of the inward look. But if youth is to 

serve, they must be cleansed from sin. 

d. Praise. 

Praise is an essential part of worship in the 

Sunday School for youth. Young people are naturally 

thankful, and it is well to channel this response in a 

worship service. There are many reasons for having a 

service of praise in the Sunday School. It may be for 

an answer to prayer that influences the entire group. 

It may be for the safe return of the youmg men and women 

from the service. Whatever may be the special reason, 

praise should be given to God. There are two passages 

in Jeremiah that could very well be used to praise God. 

The first one could set the atmosphere ·for the praise 

service: 

11Sing unto Jehovah, praise ye Jehovah; for he hath 
delivel"ed thi soul of the needy from the hand of 
evil-doers. n 

• • • • • • 

l. Ibid., 20:13. 
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The second passage could be used as the basis 

for an entire program, for a ta~, or for a scripture 
1 

reading. There is portrayed destruction and then res-

toration. Then comes the thanksgiving for the restoration. 

Judah had been humbled, but she was to be restored. As 

a result of this she was to give thanks to God for his love 

and mercy. This passage is especially vivid because of 

"the voice of joy and the voice of gladness.n This passage 

would find a ready response in the heart and mind of youth. 

e. Conquest. 

Many times the Sunday School lags. Young people 

become discouraged. They wonder what is the use to work 

so diligently. The services of worship may become mechani-

cal and uninteresting. In brief, the entire Sunday School 

needs inspiration and motivation. The young people need 

to be challenged to pray for the needs of the Sund~ School. 

The following passage lends itself well to meet this great 

need: 

"Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and will 
show thee great thgngs, and difficult, which 
thou knowest not. tt 

• • • • • • 

1• Ibid~; 33:10-11. 
2. Ibid., 33:3. 



This passage will aid in furthering a conquest for Christ. 

It will cause youth to spring to action and pray as well 

work. It will challenge youth to do their best, rather 

than ito try to get by with mere existence. This parti­

cular verse has been used as a key verse for Youth For 

Christ International. 

D. 8'UI11mary 

The uses of the devotional passages for youth 

have been shown. For public devotions values were shown 

for group meetings of young people and for worship ser­

vices in the Sunday School. These values were related to 

the devotional problems of young people of .the present. In 

brief the devotional problems of private devotions were 

found to be neglect, lack of interest, and lack of good 

material. The problems in public devotions were shown 

to be the tendency to have the devotions become mechanical 

and uninteresting. It is believed that the devotional 

V'alues in Jeremiah will aid in solving the devotional 

problems of young people in the twentieth century. 
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CHAPTER IV 

THE USE OF THE SITUATIONS 
THAT PARALLEL THE PRESENT 

A. Introduction 

Young people of the present sometimes believe 

that their problems belong only to them, and they fail to 

realize that their basic problems belonged to youth of other 

generations. Little do youth now understand that the 

basic problems of young people are timelessl These age-

less·problems are leadership, sin, the proper attitude 

toward national and international life, especially in re-

gard to war. These problems were great in the lives of 

young people in the times of Jeremiah as they are now. 

It is the punpose of this chapter to find the uses for 

youpg people of the parallel conditions between the youth 

problems then and the ones today. The chief concern will 

be to find the lasting values in this p~allel that will 

aid in solving the spiritual problems of modern youth. 

By the spiritual problems are meant sin, doubt, and per-

plexity. The solution for all of these can be aided 

by Jeremiah. The need of youth is great as indicated by 

the crime wave that is spearheading America under the 
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leadership of youth. J. Edggr Hoover of the Federal Bu-

reau of Investigation declares that the peak age of crime 

today in America is only seventee~, including youth of 
l 

both sexes. With the tremendous spiritual needs of 

youth exposed, a solution for them will be found in part 

in Jeremiah. 

B. The Youth Problems in the Time of Jeremiah 

1. Leadership For Youth. 

~Leadership for youth is one of the greatest 

problems today confronting the church. Youth must have 

some type of qualified leadership. But it is a solemn 

fact that millions of modern youth throughout the world 

have the wrong leadership inside the church and also out 

of it. What can Jeremiah say that will help solve the 

problem of leadership fer modern youth? Jeremiah warned 

against false leadership. But he also showed to the world 

a true leader in his own person. He remained a true leader 

of youth in spite of the fact that false leaaers of youth 

were challenging thousands1 

• • • • • • 

l. J. Edgar Hoover, 11The American Magazine, March, 1946, p. 23. 
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a. Warning Against False Leaders. 

How modern youth need to be warned against false 

leade~st Youth today over all the world are following 

false leaders in the church as well as in secular life. 

Young people are being led by leaders of false religions 

and philosophies of life. Jeremiah warns youth now a-

gainst false preachers. He knew a great deal about it for 

false preachers flourished in abundance in his time. 
l 

Jeremiah denounced them·in harsh terms. He exposed their 

lies and deceit. These leaders were not called by God, 

as was Jeremiah, but were self-appointed: "I':seilt not 
2 

these prophets, yet they ran.n 

Furthermore, they told lies to the people, the 
3 

young and the old alike. Their message was smooth and 

pleasant. They never mentioned the specific sins of 

their congregations. They told the youth that they were 

getting along well in every wayt Jeremiah summed up his 

charges against these false leaders of youth in these 

scathing words: 

• • • • • • 

1. Jeremiah 23:9-40. 
2. Ibid., 23:21. 
3. Ibid., 5:30-31. 
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"A wonderful and horrible thing is come to pass in 
the land: the prophets pro~hecy f'alsely ••• and my 
people love to have it so.u 

Jeremiah also warned against the false leaders of youth 

2 among the people. These people were sinful and rebelli-

ous. God expressed his attitude toward them in these 

piercing words: "But this people hath a revolting and 
3 

a rebellious heart •• " These wicked people had sinned 

against God deliberately and persistenlty from their youth, 

and they had led their children in the same footsteps. 

They were leading the youth away from God to serve and to 

worship the idols of' gold and wood. Today people are 

leading young people waywardly to wrong ways of' life. 

They are leading them to worship pleasure, money, and 

fame. The majority of' people today represent in no way 

the type of leadership that is needed to lead youth any 

more than the people of Jeremiah's day. But Jeremiah was 

a true leader of' youth! 

b. An Example of' a True teader. 

Jeremiah was a true leader of' youth. And he is 

an example today of' a youth leader for modern youth. He 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid., 
2. Ibid., 3:24-25, 22:21, and 32:30. 
3. I bid., 5:23. 
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told the people to repent of their sins and to get right 

with God. He told them of the certain punishment that 

would come upon them if they failed to obey God. With­

out doubt some of the youth who heard him laughed and 

ridiculed him, but nevertheless he was dauntlesst Jere­

miah appeals to youth because of his fearlessness and 

loyalty to God. His prayer life was a great pattern for 

youth now. In like manner to the youth of Jeremiah's 

day," youth now have a true leader occasionally, in con­

trast to the many false lea:.ders that are misguiding them. 

The true leaders of youth are in the minority today as ·. 

they were in the times of Jeremiah. Vfhen earthly leaders 

fail, youth come to know that uJesus never fails. 11 

2. Marriage For Youth. 

Marriage interests youth now more than any other 

subject. Nearly all yo~Ing people look forward to the time 

when they can have their own homes and families. But 

little are they thankful at times for the peace in the 

world that makes marriage ~ossible in their own nation. 

Marriage during the recent world war was accelerated in 

spite of adverse conditions. Youth married on short 

notice, and divorces were many. But on the other hand, 
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in some parts of Europe, marriage for refugee youth 

in their own homeland was impossible. For they were 

deported by the thousands as exiles or slave laborers. 

Thus, marriage in their homeland was out of the question 

for many of them. This situation corresponds exactly to 

the conditions in the times of Jeremiah. The young Jews 

of Jud~were carried away to Babylon as captives tore-

main. for seventy years. Nat~~ally they could not marry 

their lovers in their native land. Jeremiah spoke of this 

condition in vivid imagery: 

"Then will I cause to cease from the cities of 
Judah, and from the streets of Jerusalem~ the 
voice of mirth and the voice of gladness, the 
voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the 
bride; for the land shall become a waste. ttl 

2 
Simila2~ statements are made elsewhere. But were the 

conditions always adverse to joyous weddings in the 

country of JudruL? No, for God in his love and mercy 

provided that the Jews could return in seventy years. 

Many of the refugee youth in Europe and Japan have re-

turned to their own homes and enjoy the privilege of normal 

life again. God also provided for the return of youth in 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid., 4:34. 
2. Ibid., 16:9, 25:10. 
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the age that followed Jeremiah's:. 

"Yet again there shall be heard in this place ••• 
the voice of joy and the voice of gladness, and 
the voicl of the bridegrDom and the voice of the 
bride •• u 

God i~ still merciful today: as he was then. He has pro-

vided for the welfare of youth throv~hout the modern 

world. 

3. Sin Afflicting Youth. 

Sin curses every ageL Since Adam to the pre-

sent moment, sin has stalked the hearts of men and women 

everywherel Sin produces juvenile delinquents today by 

the thousands as it has always done. It produced them 

in the days of Jeremiah. Today sin in youth is explained 

on a psychological basis by some of the modern psychologists, 

but he problem is not solved in this way. The horrors of 

sin are softened by false preachers and leaders of youth. 

The argument is brought forth that youth will grow out 

of the maladjustment. But these views are in sharp con-

trast to Jeremiah's idea of sin in the heart of man: 

11The heart is deceitful above all things, and it is 
exceedingly corrupt: who can know i~? I, Jehovah, 
search the mind, I try the heart •• u 

l. Ibid., 33:19-ll. 
2. Ibid., 1'7:9-10. 

• • • • • • 
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This is the word of God and it is equally true nowl Youth 

is still infected with sin in the heart. It is agreed 

that modern youth are as sinful as ever and that the peak 

age of crime is but seventeen, but what about the spiri-

tual conditions of youth in the days of Jeremiah? Were 

youth better or worse than today? Jeremiah shows that they 

were just as bad: 

"For the children ••• of Judah have done only that which 
was evil in my sight from their youth."l 

The sin of rebellion against God and the church 

is prominent among youth of the twentieth century. This 

same sin afflicted the youth of Jeremiah's day: 

n ••• for we have sinned against Jehovah our God, we 
and our father~, from our youth even unto this day; 2 
and we have not obeyed the voice of Jehovah our God. tt 

And again: 

"This hath been thy ma~er from thy youth, that thou 
obeyedst not my voice." 

Thus, a comparison of youth now and youth then 

shows that sin is a timeless disease for youth. It in-

fected the lives of the youth of Jeremiah's day. And it 

does the same nowl It needs a solution now as it did then. 

• • • • • • • 

1. Ibid., 32:30. 
2. Ibid., 3:25b. 
3. Ibid., 22:21. 
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The solution for sin today is a living faith in Christ 

and his atoning work on the cross. The solution then 

was a living fait4 in God and a lively hope of the Messiah 
1 

who was to come. 

4. War Punishing Youth. 

a. By Starvation. 

~housands and even millions of young people died 

in the world wars in this generation by the lack of food. 

And they are still dyingt The price of war is still be-

ing paid by the innocent and the guilty alikel Great 

efforts are now being made to rush food and clothing to 

Europe. Conditions of hunger existed in Jeremiah's day 

twenty five hundred years ago which remind one of the 

present. Starvation stalked the earth then as it does 

now at the present minute. In speaking of the priests 

at Anathoth who had attempted to kill Jeremiah, God said: ,, 

"Behold, T will punish them: the young men shall 
die by the sword; t~eir sons and their daughters shall 
die by the famine • 11 

Anothe:r reference is made to young men and women who 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid., 23:5-6; 31:31-34; 33:15-16. 
2. Ibid., 11:22. 
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1 
starved to death in war during the siege of Jerusalem 

by the Chaldeans. Jeremiah was commanded not to marry 
2 

because of the fact that starvation and death would come 

to his family, should he have one, as well as to other 

families in the approaching blitz of doom. The other 
3 

references to starvation are alarming. There is an 

amazing parallel between these conditions and the ones 

now1 Youth may readily learn from this that sin brings 

punishment to thwart civilization. Youth may also learn 

that sin does not pay, but that is surely exacts its 

"pound of flesh 11 through pain, sorrow, and death. 

b. By Death in Battle. 

Thousands of young men have died in battle in 
I 

modern wars. Some of the best talent that ever lived 

perished. Youth are alarmed about such conditions. It 

is a real problem to them. But do they realize that it 

has always been a problem? Do they know that it was a 

problem for youth in the days of Jeremiah? Young men died 
4 

in battle in that time as they do in the twentieth century. 

• • • • • • 

1• Ibid•, 14:16. 
2~ Ibid~, 16:4 •. 
3• Ibide, 14:12, 15:2, and 18:21. 
4. Ibid., 6:11, 9:21, 11:2.1-22, and 18:21. 
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Many of the young men of Judah perished in the battle 

to save Jerusalem in 586 B. c. Jeremiah told the Jews 

to surrender to Babylon, but they would not obey. Youth 

of foreign nations also died in battle in the time of Jere­
l 

miah. Death in battle was universal for youth of Jere-

miah's day as it is todayt Modern youth can learn from 

this comparison that war does not pay. It has never 

, settled the problems of the world and it never willl 

Above all youth should realize that wars will always 

rage as long as the heart of man is sinful because of the 

rejection of Christ, the Prince of Peacel War will al-

ways be a problem for the youth of the coming generations, 

but their is a solution for it in the gospel of the Prince 

of Peace. 

c. The National Problems in Judah 

1. Religious. 

a. Sinning Against God. 

Jeremiah's age corresponds to o~~s because of 

the basic problem of sin among youth and others. The whole 

book of Jeremiah is directed against tba sins of the people 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid., 48:15, 49:26, 50:30, 51:3, and 51:20-21. 
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of that age. Jeremiah mentioned specific sins: breaking 
1 2 3 4 

the Sabbath, worshipping idols, slavery, forsaking God, 
5 

burning sons and daughters to Molech, and disobeying God 
6 

in other ways. The parallel to the present is appar-

entl It need not even be mentioned that the world is 

deep in sin today. Youth all over the world are sinning 

against God and each other as they did in the days of 

Jeremiah. The religious problem of Judah was sin. The 

same problem infests the whole world today. The sins of 

today are phrased in different words, but basically they 

are the same as those in the age of Jeremiah. 

b. Worshipping·Idols. 

A few of the many references to dreadful idol 

worship show the extent of it.7 It was a national sin 

committed with deliberation and sanctioned by the false 

preachers of the dayt They cooperated with it in every 

way to make it a "success. 11 The Jews of Jeremiah's time 

turned their backs on God and worshipped idols of wood, 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid., 17:10-27. 
2. Ibid., 1:16. 
3. Ibid., 34:8-22. 
4. Ibid., 1:16; 32:33. 
5. Ibid., 32:35. 
6. Ib~d., 44:23. 
7. Ibid., 1:16, 2~:26-28; 7:8-11, 17-19; 9:13;-15; 44:15-23. 
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gold, and silver. Modern youth say: "HO\v horrible t rr But 

ye~ they are guilty of idol worship. People around the 

world are guilty of it. The deceiving idols of this age 

are pleasure, money, fame, popularity, and liquor. The 

form of the idol has changed somewhat, but the same af­

fection and sin remainst Misdirected worship is a pro­

blem in-the world now as it was in the days of Jeremiah. 

This desplicable condition always follows when people 

refuse to love and obey God. Youth now are 'no exception. 

The solution to this problem of youth is a return to Jesus 

Christ for cleansing from the love:.for the false gods of 

this pagan age • 

2. Social. 

a. Slavery. 

The condition of slavery in Judah resembled the 

slavery in America during the period before the civil war. 

More recently the world has been aware of the slavery in 

Gerwany of forced labor. Slavery is· basically evil wher-·­

ever it is carried on. It is the use of personality to 

achieve unworthy ends, rather than making personality and 

its value an end in itself. What is youth's attitude 

toward the slavery of the ~rentieth century that is being 
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practiced in some parts of the world! Would youth be will-

ing to re-introduce slavery into America if this were 

possible? 
1 

Jeremiah had to deal with the problem of slavery. 

During his day servants were permitted by the law of Moses 

with· the understanding that no servant would have to serve 

. 2 
more than s~ years. But during this six years, each ser-

3 
vant was to be treated as a brother, not as a slave. With 

this in mind, the question of slavery in the times of Jere-

miah com~·s forward• Zedekiah and the people made an agree-

ment in the temple to let their servants go free because 

Babylon was again warring against Jerusalem. But when 

Babylon withdrew temporarily, the king and the people forced 

the servants to return, thus making slaves out of them. 

They had been released for a stronger defence of the city, 

not because they were supposed to be released by law since 
4 

most of them had probably served longer than six years. 

The release was excellent for the servants as long as it 

lasted, .even though based on the wrong motive. Because 

Zedekiah and the people had subjected their servants as 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid., 34:8-22. 
2. Exodus 21:2 and Deuteronomy 15:12. 
3. Leviticus 25:43. 
4. Jeremiah 34: 14 • 



-86-

slaves, .Jeremiah denounced them in strong irony: 

" ••• Ye have not hearkened unto me, to proclaim li­
berty, every man to his brother ••• behold, I pro­
claim unto you a liberty, saith .Jehovah, to the 
sword, to the pestilence, and to the famine •• nl 

There is just as much evil in slavery. in modern life as 

there was in it during the time of .Jeremiah when he de-

nounced it without restraint. This passage in .Jeremiah 

will do much to form the right attitude in youth toward 

this great evil which is prevalent in some parts of the 

world even now. It has shown itself in one form of another 

all through history. 

b. Sabbath Breaking. 

Sabbath breaking is one of the greatest social 

evils in the modern world today. Youth are participating 

in it on a great scala. "Sabbath" for this study is the 

synonym of Sunday. Sunday is being broken in business, 

industry, in recreation, and in all parts of modern life. 

Sunday in many parts of the world is treated and regarded 

the same as any other day. .Just as in the days of Jere-

mi~, the worship of God is far removed from the minds of 

thousands of people on the morning when they should be 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid., 34:17. 
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in some place o~ worship. Youth are at ~ault as well as 

adults. Jeremiah had a similar problem in his day. 

The people o~ his time were carrying on their work on the 

sabbath as is"done today.
1 

Jeremiah warned them against 

the sin o~ it, but they turned him a dea~ ear. How typical 

o~ the reaction o~ people today1 The young people must 

solve this problem ~or themselves by much consideration, 

but the stand taken by Jeremiah will do much to clari~y 

their thinking on this problem. They will come to see 

~or themselves the basic sin involved in the desecration 

o~ the day o~ worship. The extent o~ this sin today is 

vast. Youth must become leaders to put an end to this 

menance to societyt 

3. Economic. 

a. Failure of Crops. 

The failure of crops in parts of America, es-

pecially in the Middle West, and in India, China, and 

other parts of the world constitutes a real economic pro-

blem for modern people. It has lowered the standards of 

living and has caused malnutrition. It has also taken the 

• • • • • • 

l. Ibid., 17:19-2~. 
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live:s of thousands. The times of .Jeremiah were afflicted 
1 

with the failure of crops also. It was for the people 

of his time a real economic problem as it is now. For 

.Jeremiah it was a spiritual problem as well. He attri-

buted the drought to the sins of the people. He then 
2 

confessed their sins and his own and prayed for rain. 

Some young people now do not believe in praying for rain, 

but this· does not change the fact that God answers this 

type of prayer today just as he did for .Jeremiah and 

Elijah. The economic problems of .Jeremiah's day were 

based on something deeper--the spiritual problem. Youth 

now can learn from this that the spiritual problem is 

basic in all of life, and when this is settled, the 

economic problems, as well as the other problems, will 

eventually straighten out because of a transformed soci-

ety. And in regard to drought, youth may be assured that 

God will answer the prayers of sincere people who pray 

for rain in faith. 

b. Poverty in Exile. 

The exiles of the twentieth century know real 

povertyt They have been forced to leave all of their 

possessions behind; their only earthly possessions have 
• • • • • • 

1. Ibid., 14:1-16, 22. 
2. Ibid., 14:19-22. 
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been in many instances the shattered clothing which they 

wore, a few coins, and a small amount of ·items that they 

could conveniently carry on foot. The poverty of the 

Jews who forced out of Germany, were compelled to flee, 

has been appallingl Some of them were millionaires while 

in Germany, but they left as paupers. The Jews of Jere­
l 

miah~s time were also exiles. They were deported to 

Babylon to remain for seventy years. The long siege a-

gainst Jerusalem had caused many Jews to die of starvation 

and disease. B~t the one who lived to become exiles 

were hungry and lacked money and health. :Many of them 

2 ovrned property, but this was left behind. Only a few 

possessions were taken into Babylon. The economic sit-

uation then and now are closely allied With the spiritual 

problem. When nations and individuals sin against God, 

they are punished in an.economic way, in many cases, to 

bring them back to a living faith in God. Youth are be-

ing punished throughout the world economically for the 

sins that they have committed against God. The economic 

problems ot .. :·the world of Jeremiah are basically the same 

as the economic problems of today. The solution for them 

l. Ibid., 52:28-30. 
2. Ibid., chapter 32. 

• • • • • • 



-90-

is found in the type of leadership which is filled with 

the ideals and inspiration of Jesus. 

4. Political. 

a. Evil Rulers. 

Today one need not look far to find evil rulers 

in the world. Two of the worst, Hitler and Mussolini, 

have lived and died in this generation, but many others 

similar to them are left to curse the world. Youth of 

the present are following evil rulers as they did in Jere-

miah 1 s time. It is the responsibility of the youth leaders 

to warn young people against the false rulers of the present. 

Jeremiah did exactly thist 1 He was always alert to point 

out the sins of the kings of his day and to urge them to 
2 

obey God. Josiah was the only good king during the time 

of Jeremiah. The evil kings were: Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, 

Jehoahaz, and Zedekiah. Young people in the times of Jere-

miah were compelled to make a decision for or against the 

kings. They either pledged their loyalty to them or to 

true leaders. Modern young people all over the world 

face a similar problem in regard to the world leaders now. 

l.Ibid., 21:11-23:8. 
2.Ibid., 38:20-23. 

• • • • • • 
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b. Corrupt Government. 

Evil kings nat~~ally and inevitably produce 

a corrupt form of government. As it was in the days of 

Jeremiah so it is now in modern times. Corrupt govern-

ment in the world is on the marcht Totalitarianism is 

crushing the individual, whereas it should exalt him. 

Dictators are using human personalities as means to an 

end, rather than treating them as ends in themselves. 

The evils· of the government of Judah were failure to 

produce justice, infestation with selfishness, oppression 

of the widow and the or~han, and the murdering of inno-
1 

cent peopl.e for selfish aims. These were the sins of 

the monarchial form of government of.that time. But the 

chief sin was that it failed and refused to take the ad-

vice of God given through Jeremiah. Today the governments 

of the world are not obeying the voice of God which is 

coming through the Jeremiahs of the twentieth century. 

Their ears are deaf to the voice of God and to the spiri-

tual appeal. They are obeying the leaders of materialism, 

rather than the leaders of the invisible realities. Youth 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid., 22:3. 
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are f'aced with the problem of' corrupt government through-

out the world of' today. Will youth arise to the chal-

lenge and produce Christian leaders in government? This 

is the challenge that is bef'ore the modern youthl Only 

through Christian leaders can the problems of' corrupt 

government of' the twentieth century be- correcte·d. 

D. The International Problems of the 

World of' Jeremiah 

1. The Problem of' War. 

The world has witnessed two global conf'licts 

in a generation. The .last was was the deadliest and the 

most devastating in all history. Youth aro~tnd the world 

have be.en leaders in the recent war again and even m a 
• I 

greater degree than bef'ore. Young men in the late teens 

and the early twenties piloted the smooth bombers through 

the skies and guided the great ships through the seas. 

Young men f'ought and died on the battlef'ields of' the world. 

This generation has witnessed the f'all of' Rome, Berlin, 

and Tolryo. Power f'ought against against power, machine 

against machine, man against mant And in the midst of 

such a chaotic condition, there were those who cried, 

without mature judgment, 11Peace 1 Peace 1 n when ~here was 
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no peace. L,ittle do such people realize that war is as 

old as civilization, and will always remain as long as 

their is the sinful heart of man. Wars raged in the 

times of Jeremiah and they rage in this age. Youth must 

face the agelesssness of war and form their attitudes 

on the basis of this. Youth should be shown that the 

basic problem of war is the human heart. The only cure 

for war is the person of Jesus and his peace vfuich he 

along can give to the world. 

Great kingdoms arose to power and fell in Jere-· 

miah's dayl Great capitals fell as did Berlin, Rome, and 

Tokyo. Nineveh, the captital of Assyria, fell in 612 B. c. 

to the power of Babylon. Jerusalem fell in 686 B. c. to 

the Babylonians. Babylon, fell in 538 B. c. to the Medes 

and the Persians. Great battles were fougl::lt in Jeremiah's 

day as in our own. The battle of Carchemish was fought 

ne.ar the Euphrates river in 608 B. C.l Assyria defeated 

Egypt in this battle. King Josiah of Judah went out to 

fight against Egypt, while she-was on her way to fight 

Assyria, and he was defeated and slain by Pharaoh at the 

battle of Megiddo. 

• • • • • • 

1. II Kings 23:29-30; Jeremiah 46:2. 
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1 
Judrul was invaded in 625 B. c. by the Scythians. 

Judah was plundered and many of the cities were destroyed. 

Again Judah was invaded by Nebuchadrezzar in 597 B. c. and 
2 

at this time ten thousand Jews were carried to Babylon. 

Again he came in 588 B. c. and, after fighting against 

Jerusalem for eighteen months, Jerusalem fell in 586 B. c. 

At this time four thousand six hundred Jews were taken to 
3 

Babylon. 

The parallel between the conditions described 

and the conditions of war in the twentieth century is 

apparent. In that time war took its toll as it does to-

day. Young men fought and died as they do today. The 

cause of war, the sin of the human heart, was the same 

then as it is now. The cure for war, which is freedom 

from sin through Christ, is the same today as it has 

always been. 

2. The l"!roblem of Peace. 

Peace for the world is the heart cry of the 

nations of the world today1 The United Nations are work-

king for it. The newspapers, magazines, and movies are 

promoting it in some form. Everyone is talking about it. 

• • • • • • 
l. Jeremiah 4-6. 
2. II Kings 24:10-17. 
3. Jeremiah 52. 



-95-

Great world leaders are telling the people that peace can 

come through the eff'orts of men apart f'rom the help of' God 

and the 11balance of' power 11 of the :rew mighty. 

In like manner, Jeremiah's age was :raced with 

the problem of world peace and it was a real onel After 

the first group of captives had gone to Babylon, Jeremiah 

wrote them a le_tter which did muc};l to point to peace in 

l 
that age. He told them to settle down in Babylon and to 

2 
seek peace. For, he said, the Jews would have to remain 

there for seventy long years. Jeremiah told them to plan 

:ror permanent peace: 

"And seek the peace of the city whither I have 
cause you to be carried away captive, and pray 
unto Jehovah f'or it; £or in the peace thereof' 
shall ye have peace. 11 

· 

Yes, Jeremiah was helping to build the peace of the world. 

Many Christian leaders throughout the world are doing all 

within their power to promote peace. But Jeremiah was not 

over-optimistic about peace. He :raced the problem squarely; 

knowing that basically the peace of' the world was a spir-

tual problem. He rebuked the :false priests and prophets of 

• • • • • • 

1. Jeremiah 29. 
2. Ibid., 29:7. 
3. lbid. 
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his time for their false optimism concerning the hopes 

for the peace of the world: 

uThey have healed also the hurt of my people slighy_­
ly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace. u 

Jeremiah wanted wo.rld peace and his life was devoted to 

it~ But he was wise enough to see that it could not come 

.unless the sin problem were first solved. Youth now must 

face the problem of peace for themselves. They must do 

their part to build the peace of the world. But they 

must learn from Jeremiah not to be too optimistic because 

of the sinful nature of man which must be changed. This 

condition of man has always been a h~ndrance to world peace 

and it always will be unless it is transformed by the 

only power in th~r world that is effective--the love of God. 

E. Summary 

The past and the present have been brought to-

gether in this chapter to show the use of the parallel 

situations for young people of the modern age. A compari-

son has been made to discover the spiritual truths that 

will aid in solving the problems of youth in this time. 

The main concern of this chapter, in the events both 

• • • • • • 
1. Ibid., 6:14, 8:11. 
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past and present, has been to find a solution for the 

spiritual problems of youth of this age. Youth pro­

blems in the times of Jeremiah and our time were dis­

cussed. These common problems were found to be the 

right type of leadership, as wel+ as the problems of 

marriage, sin, and war. The national problems of Judah 

were compared to the national problems of the nations 

of today. An analogy between the international problems 

of then and now showed that war and peace were common 

problems to both ages. All of the problems in this 

comparison, whether great or small, were shown to have 

a spiritual basis and solution. Christ was offered 

as a solution and the only one for the present pro­

blems of youth and of the world. 
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CHAPTER V 

THE USE OF THE METHODS 
EMPLOYED BY JEREMIAH 

A. Introduction 

It is the purpose of this chapter to show how 

youth leaders of today may use some of the methods that 

Jeremiah mastered so effectively. He handled these methods 

efficiently in his earnest effort to reach the youth of 

his day with the truth. Jeremiah in his long ministry 

of forty years was aware that he needed suitable methods 

for his important task. Youth leaders now may become 

more effective in their work with young people if they will 

look to Jeremiru~ and learn from his practical, time-tested 

methods. These techniques, for the most part, are peda-

gogically sound, and the basic principles underlying them 

are up-to-date. Many of thse same methods were used by 

Je-auljl, and are employed now by modern educators. 

This chapter will discuss the use of the f'ol-

lowing methods: (l) imagery, (2) questions, (3) object 

lesson, and (4) drama. It is hoped that youth leaders 

will use some of these methods to enrich their ministry. 

-98-
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B. Imagery 

Imagery is found on nearly every page in the 

book of Jeremiahl The reading is thus enhanced, and made 

vitally appealing. For this study 11 imagery 11 is synony-

mous with 11figure of speech. 11 A definition of imagery is: 

nimages in gene.ral. Mental image:s taken col­
lectively; broadly, the work of memory, imagina­
tion, or fancy. Figurative language, esp. when 
used as ornament. n 

Jeremiah used imagery to express his brilliant thoughts 

and to give variety to his· messages. He used it effec-

tively throughout his long ministry. Today almost every-

one knows at least a small amount of the imagery of Jere-

miah. For Jeremiah drew his imagery from agriculture, 

nature, commerce, and the everyday things of life. He re-

minds one of Jesus who also was effective in using imagery, 

and who can rightly be called the Master of imagery. Youth 

leaders now can learn much from the figures of speech in 

the book of Jeremiah. They need not use the exact phrases 

that he did, but at least they can be shown the need of 

using some type of imagery in their work influencing 

modern youth with the truth. 

• • • • • • 

1. Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, Fifth Edition. 
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The importance of imagery in modern education 

is sho\vn by a statement in Jesus ~ Master Teacher by Dr. 

H. H. Horne. On page 130, he quotes as follows: 

"Dealing in likenesses, contrasts, and suggestions, 
figures flash word-pictures which vitalize all lan­
guage, spoken or written from conversation to poetry. 

nThe most forceful figures are consequently 
those based on imagery: simile, metaphor, synecdoche, 
metonymy, personification, apostrophe, and irony."l 

Allusion, hyperbole, contrast, allegory, and paradox were 

used by Jeremiah in addition to the ones quoted above. 

There are at least twelve different types of imagery in 

Jeremiah. The metaphor and the simile are the most common 

types employed by Jeremiah in his appeal to people. 

1. Metaphor. 

The metaphor is the "use of a word ••• denoting one 
kind of object or idea in place of anothe2 by way 
of suggesting a likeness ••• between them." 

Jeremiah used a great many metaphors in an effective manner. 

One can easily count fifty or sixty of them in the book. A 

few of the outstanding ones are: 

11For, behold, I p.ave made thee this day a forti- 3 
fie d city, and an iron pillar, and brazen walls. n 

• • • • • • 

1. E. R. Musgrove, Composition and Literature, p. 142. 
2. Webster, op. cit~• 
3. Jeremiah 1:18. 
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" ••• they1have forsaken me the. fountain of living 
waters. 11 

11I was a husband unto them. 112 

"Babylon hath been a golden cup in Jehgvah' s 
hand that made all the earth drunken. 11 

2. Simile. 

A simile is "a figure of speech by which one thing, 
action, or relation is likened or explicitly com­
pared, often with as or like, to something of dif­
ferent kind or quality. n4 

Jeremiah used the simile skillfully. The same skill should 

be sought by youth leaders now, so that more youth may be 

more effectively challenged1 A few of the many similes 

in Jeremiah are as follows: 

I. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 

11As the thief i·s ashamed when he is found, so is 
the house of Israel ashamed. 115 

nAs a well casteth forth its waters, go she (Jeru­
salem) casteth forth her wickedness." 

11Lest my wrath go forth like fire." 
7 

"Behold, as the cl~y in the potter 1 s hand, 
so are ye in my hand, 0 house of Israel."8 

• • • • • • 

Ibid., 2:13. 
Ibid., 31:32. 
Ibid., 51:7. 
Webster, op. cit. 
Jeremiah 2:26. 
Ibid., 6:7. 
Ibid., 4:4. 
Ibid., 18: 6b. 
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3. Metonymy. 

11Use of one word for another that it suggests, 
as the effect for the cause, the cause for the 
effect, the sign for the thing signified, the 
container for the thing contained, et~. (a man 
keeps a good table, instead of good food). 111 

A few of the examples in Jeremiah are given: 

11 I will bring evil upon this ~eople, even 
the fruit of their thoughts." 

"out of· the land of Egypt, out of the i'ron 
furnace • 113 

4 
"Can one break iron even iron from the north? 11 

"Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and 
thy words wer~ unto me a joy and the rejoicing 
of my heart." 

4. Allusion. 

1. 
2~ 

3• 
4. 
5. 
6~ 

7. 
8. 

This is indirect reference to something or somebody. 

11Yet I planted thee a noble vine, wholly a right 
seed; how then art thou turned into '5he degenerate 
branches of a foreign vine unto me'iu 

11In those days, and at that time, will I cause ~ 
branch of righteousness to grow up tmto David. 11 

11How is the gammer of the whole earth cut asunder 
and broken1 11 

• • • • • • 

Webster, op. cit. 
Jererniah 6:19. 
Ibid•, 11:4.-
Ibid•, 15:12• 
Ibid•, 15:16. 
Ibid•, 2:21. 
Ibid., 33:15. 
Ibid., 50:23. 
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5. Apostrophe. 

This consists in addressing the absent as though 

they were present. 
. 1 

" ••• o thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock •• u 
. . . 2 

110 daughter of' my people' gird thee with .sackcloth •• " 
3 "o thou that dwellest upon many waters •• 11 

6. Hyperbole. 

This is rhetorical overstatement or exaggeration. 

"Oh that my head were waters, and mine eyes a foun­
tain of tears, that I might weep day and4night for 
the slain of the daughter of my peopletn 

nTheir widoWs are increased to me above the sand 
of the seas •• "5 

"Wl1.y is rny pain perpetual, and ~y wound incurable, 
which refuseth to be healed? •• u 

7. Synecdoche. 

This figure of speech gives a part for a 

whole or a whole for a part. 

1~ 
2;, 
3~ 
4~ 
5. 
6. 
7. 

"How is the ~ammer of the whole earth cut asunder 
and brokent" 

• • • • • • 

Ibid~, 49:16. 
Ibid;., 6:26 •. 
Ibid~, 51:13. 
Ibid~, 9:1. 

. ~bid~' 15:8 • 
Ibid;., 15:18a. 
Ibid., 50:23. 
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ttwoe is me, my mother, that thou hast borne me a 
man of·strife and a man of contention to the whole 
earth1 •• nl 

8. Contrast. 

There is much contrast in the book of Jeremiah. 

He used it efficiently to point out the sins of the 

people. Sometimes Jer.emiah would contrast the Jews with 

the surrounding peoples to show that in some things the 

Jews were even greater sinners than the heathen. 

"Hath a nation changed its gods, which yet are no 
gods? but my people have cha~ed their glory for 
that which doth not profit. n2 

uYea, ·the stork in the heavens knoweth her appointe§­
times ••• but my people know not the law of Jehovah. 11 

uThe words of Jonadab the son of Re chab ••• are per­
formed ••• but I have spoken unto you ••• and ye have 
not hearkened unto me .n4 · 

9 • .Allegory. 

u.Allegory is prolonged metaphor, in which typically5 
a series of actions are symbolic of other actions." 

The good and the bad figs is perhaps the only 
6 

example of allegory in the book. 

• • • • • • 

1~ Ibid~, 15:10. 
2~ Ibid~, 2:11. 
3. Ibid;., 8:7o . 
4;. Ibid., 35:14. 
5~ Webster, op;. cit. 
6. Jeremiah 24. 
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10. Irony. 

uA sort of humor, ridicule, or light sarcasm, the 
.intended implication of which is !he opposite of 
the literal sense of the words •• " 

" ••• Ye have not hearkened unto me, to proclaim 
liberty, every man to his brother, and every man 
to his neighbor: behold, I proclaim unto you a 
liberty, saith Jehovah, to ~he sword, to the pesti­
lence, and to the famine •• 11 

11But where are thy gods that thou hast made thee? 
let them arise, if they can save thee in the time 
of thy trouble: •• n3 

11. Paradox. 

" •• an assertion or sentiment seemingly contradic­
tory, or opposed to common sense, but that yet may 
be true in fact • n4 

"Hear now this, 0 foolish people, and·without un­
derstanding; that have eyes, and see not; that 
have ears, and hear not. 115 

n •• I have given the d;ear~6beloved of my soul into 
the hand of her enemies • 11 

· 

12. Personification. 

Rep~esentation of an inanimate object as 

endowed with personal attributes. 

~ ~-. . . . . 
1~ Webster, op. cit. 
2. Jeremiah 34:17. 
3~ Ibid., 2:28~ 
4~ Webster, op. cit. 
5. Jeremiah 5:21. 
6. Ibid., 12:7. 
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11'1]1Jno say to a stock, Thou art my father: 1and 
to a stone, Thou hast brought me forth. 11 

"But where are thy gods2that thou hast made 
thee? let them arise •• 11 

c. Questions 

Jeremiah asked the people many piercing ques-

tions. He even asked God pointed quest'ions and expected 

an answer to each of them. Jeremiah never answered the 

questions that he asked the people, but he let them do 

it for themselves. This is sound teaching method. To-

day as we read Jeremiah, we must stop and answer the 

questions that are so skillfully proposed. In his 

questions, Jeremiah appealed to the (1) intellect, (2) the 

will, and (3) the emotions. 

1. Appeal To the Intellect. 

By intellectual questions, Jeremiah caused 

his listeners to think. These questions were on an 

intellectual level c.nd they provoked serious thought 

then as they do now. In many respects these questions 

set a pattern for dealing with youth in personal gui-

dance. Here are some of the typical questions used by 

1 & Ibid. , 2 : 2 7 • 
2. Ibid., 2:28. 

• • • • • • 
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Jeremiah to appeal to the minds of his listeners: 

~~~at unrighteousness have your fathers found 
in me, that they have gone far from me, and 1 
have walked after vanity, and are; become vain? 11 

2 
"Can one break iron, even iron from the north? •• " 

"shall the snow of Lebanon fall from the rock of 
the field? or shall the co1?,3waters that flow 
down from afar be dried up? 11 

ncan the Ethiopirtn change his skin, or the leo­
pard his spots?' 

"The heart -is deceitful above all things, ang 
it is exceedingly corrupt: who can know it? 11 

But there is not the appeal to the intellect 

alone, for Jeremiah also appealed to the will for ac-

tion and the emotions were appealed to for reaction. 

2. Appeal To The Will. 

In appealing to th~ will of youth, there is the 

appeal for action. Youth need to act in order to earn 

a living, get an education, and also to come into a. 

right relationship with God. The latter is our primary 

concern. Jeremiah knew how to appeal to the wills of his 

listeners, and youth leaders now need to learn how to do 

• • • • • • 

1~ Ibid~, 2:5. 
2~ Ibid., 15:12 ~ 
3;. Ibid., 1$: 14~ 
44. Ibid~, 13:23. 
5. Ibid., 17:9. 
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the same. G. Campbell Morgan says that the appeal to 

the will in preaching is even more important than the 

appeals to the intellect and the emotions. For truth 

needs to be acted upon. Truth demands actiont In like 

manner, the appeal to the will in dealing with modern 

youth in spiritual problems is vitally important. Here 

are some of the outstanding questions used by Jeremiah 

to appeal to the will: 

'7et I had planted thee a noble vine, wholly a 
right seed: how then art thou turned into the 1 
degenerate branches of a foreign vine unto me? 11 

no house2of Israel, cannot I do with you as this 
potter? 11 

11 ••• Will ye not receive instruction to hearken 
to my words? saith Jehovah? n3 

"o Jerusalem wash thy heart
4

from wickedness, 
that thou mayest be saved. 11 

· 

11Shall I not visit for these things? saith Jehovah; 
shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as 
this? 05 

3. Appeal to the Emotions. 

Young people are naturally emotional. Wise 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid., 2:21. 
2. Ibid., 18:6. 
3. Ibid., 35':13. 
4. Ibid., 4:14. 
5. Ibid., 5:29. 
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leadership will necessarily refrain from overworking the 

emotions of youth. But their is a place for the appeal 

to the religious emotions of youth. The religious emo-

tion is different from the ordinary human emotion, and 

it is with this that we are concerned. Jeremiah cer-

tainly appealed to the emotions of his listeners through 

the use of skillful questions, and in other ways as well. 

He could not escape the appeal to the emotions because 

his message was so urgent. What a challenge for the 

leaders of youth nowl The message for youth that will 

really challenge them will have a proper amount of emo-

tion in it, if it is flowing from the heart of the leader. 

Here are a few of the many questions of Jeremiah that 

appeal to the emotions: 

ncan a virgin forget her ornaments, or. a bride 
her attire? yet ~y people have forgotten me days 
without m.unber. n 

nis there no balm in Gilead? is there no physician 
there? why then is not the health of the daughter 
of my people recovered? 112 

"How long shall the land mo~n, and the herbs of 
the whole country wither? •• " 

1. Ibid., 2:32. 
2. Ibid., 8:22. 
3 • Ibid. , 12 : 4 • 

• • • • • • 
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D. Object Lessons 

Jeremiah did not intend that we should brand 

some of his acts as object lessons, but some of them 

were just that. Youth leaders now may use his object 

lessons orally to illustrate a talk, or they may re­

produce tnem actually to make it more vivid. In using 

the object lessons, care naeds to be taken that they do 

not appear to be childish. If they are youth will not 

respond favorably to them. Object lessons need to be 

put on a level especially for youth. Jesus put an ob­

ject lesson at a high enough level to appeal to Nico­

demus, a highly-educated man. He also taught his dis­

ciples humility through the object lesson of washing 

feet which was on a mucn lower intellectual level. Four 

of the object lessons of Jeremiah will be studied. 

1 
1. Potter's Wheel. 

Much work would be found in trying to make a 

potter's wheel similar to the one that Jeremiah saw 

in the potter's house when he went there at the command 

of God, but a group of young people could do it. Or 

perhaps a potter's house could be located so that a 

• • • • • • 
1. Ibid., 18:1-12. 
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group of them could go and visit it, as did Jeremiah. 

Another plan for the use of this object lesson, which is 

so rich in its meaning, is to have it as the main illus-

tration for a talk designed especially for youth. This 

would appeal to you~ people if one would emphasize the 

workmanship of the Divine Potter in molding and shaping 

each individual life to serve him more effectively. If 

through the fault of the human clay, the first plan 

fails, God has anotner plan and he will again mold the 

clay in his skillful hands. Some use this passage to 

emphasjze the sin in man that makes it necessary for the 

Divine Potter·to remake the clay. This incident is a 

great favorite for youth workers today as it has always 

been. 

.1 
2. Wine Before The Rechabites. 

So often this passage has been used for a tem-

paranee lesson, but temperance is not the main thought 

of this object lesson. Rather the purpose of God in 

sending Jeremiah to offer the Rechabites wine was to 

illustrate their obedience to their earthly fathers as 

contrasted to Israel's disobedience to their heavenly 

Father. • • • • • • 
1. Jeremiah 35. 
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The Rechabites obeyed their ~athers in a comparatively 

minor command--not to drink wine, but the people of 

Israel disobeyed God in the greatest command--to re­

pent of sin and to·return to God. This object lesson 

could become a project for a group of youth. This in­

cident could be re-enacted. The aim of the object les­

son would be to challenge youth to obey Christ in all 

his commands. 

1 
3. The Godd and the Bad Figs. 

Jeremiah either saw the good and the bad figs 

in a vision or perhaps he saw sculptored fi~s on the 

front of the temple in Jerusalem. How he saw them we 

do not know, but the result has been a wonderful object 

lesson for modern youth. In this incident, as in the 

Rechabite object lesson, the main idea is obedience. 

The good figs are the people who are obeying God and 

surrendering to Babylon, for this was God's command. 

The bad figs are the people, inclusing King Zedekiah, 

who are disobeying God and are resisting Babylon. In 

like manner, tne youth who obey God's commands are the 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid. , 24 • 
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good figs, and the disobedient youth are the bad figs. 

The leader of youth could buy some figs, bo'th good and 

spoiled, and could use them in illustrating a talk on 

this incident. Perhaps this whole passage could be used 

as the scripture lesson for a progr~a on obedience. 

The value of this object lesson lies in its simplicity 

and vividness. It is sure to make an appeal to youth., 

For the good figs, there is the promise of peace and 

happiness, and for the bad figs, there is the promise 

of destruction. 

"1 
4. The Point of a Diamond. 

11The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron, 
and with the point of a diamond: it is graven 
upon the .:tablet of their heart, and upon the horns 
of your altars • 11

· 

One could make a pen of iron, and put an in-

expensive jewel on the end of the point to represent a 

dirunond. The tablet could be a magic slate or a wax 

slate. The pen and the tablet could be used in a talk 

designed for youth. During ~e course of the address, 

the word "sintt could be written on a space on the slate 

in the shape of a heart. This would be effective in 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid., 17:1. 
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in showing to youth the permanency of sin in the heart 

until it is removed by Christ. To demonstrate the re­

moval of sin, the word 11 sin" could in some clever \Vay 

be removed from the slate in the presence of the youth. 

If this object lesson were used effectively by a Christ­

like leader, it could be the means of leading youth 

to decisions for Christ. The power would not be in the 

method but rather in the Spirit of God working through 

this object lesson which we inherit from Jeremiah-

In all of the object lessons that have been 

given, it must be remembered that they are not able to 

do everything. They can be easily overworked and lose 

their power of attraction. The wise leader of youth 

will use them with discretion and with the be~t of ma­

ture judgment. In all cases the object lesson must be 

adjusted to appeal to the particular group of youth that 

is being served. Object lessons must be designed es­

pecially for youth of the present with their modern de­

si::ves and likes. The appeal should not be on a childish 

J_evel nor should it be on too high a ·level.. The jndg­

ment of the youth leader is vitally important in ad­

justing the appeal. to the heart and mind of youth. 
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E. Drama 

There -are dramatic incidents in Jeremiah that 

could be effectively used as drama for youhg people's 

benefit. Jeremiah did not intend that these incidents 

should be dramatic, but they cel"tainly were. The drama 

in Jel"emiah is moving and arousingL In fact the whole 

book is a daring drama in itself. It appeals to the 

adventurous youth of the twentieth century. Perhaps 

the most interesting and challenging approach to the 

book for youth is the dramatic one. Youth will become 

interested in the book through the use of drama if in 

no other way an appeal can be made. There is a challeng-

ing appeal to youth when the book can be acted out by 

them in their own original way. A book has been written 

putting the book of Jeremiah in dramatic form.
1 

Per-

haps this book could be followed or better still, youth 

could work out the dramatic scenes by themselves, choose 

their costumes, and portray the characters. This approach 

is certain to appeal to modern youth. It literally makes 

the book live and gets the message of the book across in 

an uncomparable fashion. Youth will enjoy the book of 

Jeremiah from the dramatic approach. 

• • • • • • 
1. Stefan Zweig; A Drama in Nine Scenes. 
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1. The Broken Bottle. 
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This is one o~ the most dramatic scenes in the 

entire book. It has suspense, emotion, and action. It 

is vitally interesting. It has a great climax at the 

time of the breaking o~ the bottle by Jeremiah. One of 

the young people could represent Jeremiah and carry a 

large bottle or vinegar jug. He could appear before his 

congregation who would also be dressed in proper costumes. 

The location would be a valley to correspond to the val­

ley of Hinnom. The youth representing Jeremiah could 

have the main ideas of the sermon memorized so that he 

could give them without ~altering or hesitating. The con­

gregation would show its skepticism by the expi•essions on 

the faces. Then at the climax of the sermon, the bottle 

would be broken on the floor and the youth representing 

Jeremiah would exclaim: ·"God will do the same to you 

if you do not repent of your sins and return to GodL 11 

Thi.s dramatic scene would appeal to youth in a real way •. 

It would cause .them to see the wrath of God as well as 

his love in inviting people everywhere to repent of sin. 

The aim of this drama is to lead youth to repent of sin. 

• • • • • • 

l. Jeremiah 19. 
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Perhaps at the end of the drama, the youth leader could 

extend an invitation to those youth who wished to repent 

of their sins and accept Christ as their personal Friend. 

-l 
2. The Sermon on Shiloh. 

Perhaps this is the greatest dramatic scene in 

the entire book for it shows the fearlessness of Jeremiah 

in the clearest manner. The scene could be re-enacted 

by a group of young people in such a way as to demonstrate 

the bravery that comes to any one who will surrender his 

life completely to God as did Jeremiah throughout his 

life. One young person could act the part of Jeremiah. 

Other youth could portray the parts of the people, the 

priests, the prophets, the princes, the elders who saved 

Jeremiah's life, and also Jeremiah's good friend Ahikam, 

who also helped to save his life on this occasion. The 

value of re-enacting this dramatic scene lies in the 

fact that fearlessness, as Jeremiah possessed, is so 

clearly demonstrated. This is s~~e to challenge youth 

to be fearless in their testimo;ny for Christ in the 

public school, at the place of business, and in the home. 

• • • • • • 

1 • Ibid. , 2 6 • 
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If this drmna from the life of Jeremiah could really do 

this, which by God's grace it can do, one of the great-

est problems of youth could be solved. For they are 

tempte.d to keep quiet about the great things that God has 

done for them. Youth have great fear of witnessing for 

Christ. Jeremiah's great example of courage will chal-

lange them greatly • 

. l 
3. Buying a Field. 

This dramatic scene demonstrated Jeremiah's 

simple faith in.God. 'J!lhen Jeremiah was in prison, God 

. commanded him to buy a field at Anathoth for cash from 

Hanamel, his cousin, who was to come to him in the prison. 

Hanamel ca~me and asked Jeremiah to purchase the field. 

Jeremiah bought the field against his better judgment 

and paid the money to his cousin. For he acted in simple 

faith at God's command. This is a great example of Jere-

miah 1 s simple faith in God. One young person could por-

tray the part of the prisoner Jeremiah, another could be 

Hanamel, and still others, Jeremiah's partners in the 

prison. Then as a climax, the youth representing Jeremiah 

could repeat from memory the prayer recorded that Jeremiah 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid., 32. 
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offered to God because of his perplexity. Another could 
1 

read the verse in which God answered Jeremian•s problem. 

Such a drama could do much to strengthen the active faith 

of youth in God. It could teach them to act in faith on 

God's commands, even when they seem unreasonable. 

2 
4. Jeremiah and the King. 

This was the foUl~th inquiry of the king dUl~ing 

the war between Babylon and Palestine. The other three 

were important, but this one was the most important and 

the most drmnatic of all since it was the final one. 

For at the final hour the air was full of tenseness as 

the military situation was becoming more seve:r>e for the 

Jews. The king was pondering whether or not to surrender 

to Babylon or to hold out for more time to fight the enemy. 

In his perplexity, the king said to Jeremiah: 
3 

11I will ask thee a thing; hide nothing from me. 11 

· Then Jeremiah asked the king if he would be put to death 

for telling him the truth. The king fervently promised 

his protection. Then in his great boldness, Jeremiah 

told the wicked king for the fourth time to sur1 ... ender to 

1• Ibide, 32:43-44• 
2• Ibid~, 38:14~28. 
3. Ibid., 38:14. 

• • • • • • 
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Babylon or die a horrible death. The king refused to 

obey God, had his eyes put out by the enemy, and was 

carried away as a captive with the rest of the Jews. In 

this dramatic scene the courage of Jeremiah in a national 

situation is clearly shown. Young people could effec­

tively portray the various characters of this moving 

drama. 

F. Summary 

Some of the methods used by Jeremiah have been 

shown, and their relevance for use with modern youth has 

been pointed out for their leaders. Means have been 

suggested to use these methods today with modern youth. 

In their basic principles, these methods are modern and 

up-to-date. They have their appeal today as they have 

always had since Jeremiah devised them. Jeremiah's ima­

gery was also pointed out. There were many types of it 

all of which are vitally appealing to youth • 

.Another method used by Jeremiah was piercing 

questions by which he appealed to the intellect, the will, 

and the emotions. Jeremiah commonly used object lessons. 

They made his message vivid, and can do the same for youth 

sermons now. The drama in the book is stirring and can 
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be use'd effectively with modern young people. The sug­

gestion was made that the dramatic approach was perhaps 

the most appealing approach to the book. 

All of the methods used by Jeremiah, especial­

ly the four pointed out, have a real contribution to 

make to the skill of the leader of modern youth. The 

basic principles underlying these methods are valuable for 

eve1 .. y age. 
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SUlviMARY AND CONCLUSION 

The purpose of this study has been to demon­

trate the various means by which Jeremiah can be used 

to meet the spiritual needs of modern youth. Spiri­

needs refer to those needs of the soul which can only 

be supplied by God's grace given through Jesus Christ. 

The use of the biography of Jeremiah with youth 

was shown to be valuable. For in the person of Jeremiah, 

who so closely resembled Christ, we have a personality 

to whom modern youth can co~fidently look for leader­

ship for various perplaxing problems. Such an assertion 

is made because Jeremiah was called by God his his 

world-wide task. In his youth he was also prepared by 

God to go out as a world leader for truth. Furthermore, 

Jeremiah's active ministry showed his qualifications 

for a leader. He was loyal to God, fearless in crises, 

firm in his human relations, and systematic in his life 

of prayer. His loyalty to God was clearly shown by his 

uncompromising message and his uncompromising everyday 

living. He had one message and one standard of living. 

His fearlessness in crises was demonstrated by the great 

personal crises as well as the national crises. It was 

pointed out that this fearlessness, which is'so greatly 

-122-
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needed by modern youth, possessed the life of Jeremiah 

because he was completely surrendered to the will of God 

for his life. In his human relations Jeremiah was firm. 

He stood for his convictions and for the truth of God 

at the risk of his life. He is characterized best by 

his constant and systematic prayer life. He prayed for 

a multitude of things both small and great. He prayed 

in the easy of life as well as in the difficult ones. 

His prayer life is a great pattern for modern youth to 

challenge them to greater service for Christ and church. 

In Chapter three the use of the devotional 

passages was brought to light. A substantial part of the 

book has value for both public and private devotional 

purposes. For private devotions great passages on faith, 

love, hope, witnessing, and courage were brought to the 

front. These were presented with the aim of meeting the 

spiritual needs of modern youth in their devotional 

lives. For public devotions challenging passages were 

pointed out for group meetins of young people and for 

worship services in the Sunday School. In like manner, 

these passages for public devotions were presented to 

meet the devotional needs of modern youth. Jeremiah is 

a valuable devotional book with depths that cannot be 
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completely fathomed, but yet the common reader can bene-

· fit from the truths that are open to everyone. 

In the use of the situations that parallel the 

present, the times of ~eremiah and the modern age were 

compared. The aim was to show how modern youth may be 

spiritually benefited from this striking parallel. The 

youth problems in the times of ~eremiah, which were 

leadership, marriage, sin, and war, were basically the 

sam~ as the problems of modern youth. These problems 

were perplexing in the times of ~eremiah as they are in 

the twentieth century. Christ was offered throughout 

this study as the solution for all of these contempor-

ary problems of youth. The national problems of ~udah, 

which were religious, social, economic, and political, 

were found to resemble clearly the national problems 

of various nations today. The relation between youth 

and these problems was discussed and the solution was 

offered. The international problems of war and peace 

in the age of ~eremiah were the same as today. Wars 

raged then as they do now. People hoped in vain for peace 

then as they are doing today. For the youth problems, 

the national problems, and the international problems 

of the present, youth can learn much from ~eremiah. 
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Finally, the methods o£ Jeremiah were dis­

cussed. Their relevance for use with modern youth was. 

clearly demonstrated. This chapter on the methods of 

Jeremiah was especially designed for the leaders of 

modern youth. It tells how to reach the youth with the 

truth of the book. These methods, which youth leaders 

can effectively use today, are imagery, questions that 

appeal to the intellect, the will, and the emotions, 

object lessons, and drama. Through the use of these 

techniques devised by Jeremiah, the truth can reach the 

youth and help to meet their tremendous spiritual pro­

blems. 

We can assert, therefore, that the book of 

Jeremiah does meet the spiritual needs of modern youth. 

The various uses of the book can supply the spiritual 

nourishment which is needed so greatly in the twenti­

eth century. Jeremiah is a treasure house of golden 

spiritual truths for which modern youth are so urgently 

calling. 
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