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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A· The Problem and its Significance 

There is a conviction among the leaders of 

Christian Education that the retention of information is 

greatest when conveyed through the medium of music. For 

example, Mrs. Mil~on Fish of the National Bible Institute 

in New York City discovered from a survey of her Christian 

Education class that the majority of the group recalled 

the songs learned in the Beginners and Primary departments 

of the Church School more than any other instruction 

received there during that period. 

Since the song makes such a deep impression 

upon the children of the Beginners and Primary departments 

of the Church School, it is significant that the leaders 

in the Church School use music effectively. The importance 

of the use of music is stressed by Miss Elizabeth Shields 

in the following statement: 

"Sometimes it seems that the method.of using 
a song is almost as important as the song itself, 
for the experience of which it is a part may be 
enriched or rendered valueless according to whether 
or not the leader is able to use the music as a 
stimulus to thinking or acting or feeling. 8 1 

The above consideration leads one to ask the 

• • • • • • 

1. Shields, Elizabeth :McE.: Music in the Religious Growth 
of Children, P• 40 
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question, "Are the leaders in the Church School using 

music most effectively?" This naturally suggests a second 

question: uFrom what source are the leaders receiving 

their instruction?" In general, the answer is the Church 

School quarterly. Therefore, it is evident that in order 

to determine whether the leaders in the Church School are 

using music effectively, it is necessary to examine the 

use of music in representative Church School quarterlies. 

However, what the leader does with this material depends 

entirely upon the individual and will not be a problem 

for discussion in this thesis. 

B. The Sources of Data 

It was originally planned to limit the study to 

publications of the five leading denominations of the 

United States. However, since many of the quarterlies 

could not be obtained because of the paper shortage, and 

since the United Lutheran Church was making a complete 

change in their lesson materials, it was decided to procure 

whatever could be obtained and proceed accordingly. On 

further investigation it became evident that an adequate 

picture of the use of music with primaries could be gained 

from a more limited study. 

Thus the materials finally chosen for this 

study are a sample set of closely graded quarterlies for 

seven-year-olds published by the Methodist Church, a 

sample set of departmental graded quarterlies for primaries 
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for the Church School year 1943-44 published by the 

Presbyterian Church u. s., and as a representative of a 

non-denominational quarterly, a sample set of department 

graded quarterlies for the primaries for the calendar 

year 1944 published by the Scriptue Press. The difference 

in the period of time covered is due to the fact that it 

has been impossible to obtain a complete set of the 

departmental graded quarterlies for primaries tor the 

Church School year 1943-44 published by the Scripture 

Press. Therefore the calendar year 1944 has been 

substituted. 

c. The Method ot Procedure 

Therefore an investigation of this natura 

requires as its first step a preliminary examination of 

the material to be analysed in order that the study may 

be properly directed and the findings systematically 

recorded. For this purpose a working chart will be made 

and used as the basis of both the study and the presentation. 

The findings in the quarterlies of each of the 

representative denominations will be reco,rded on identical 

chart forms and discussed in detail in separate chapters. 

Since the discussion in each ease will consist of an 

explanation, an elaboration, and a summary of the chart, 

it is obvious that the chapters will correspond exactly 

in organization. Four points will be under consideration 

in each: the songs used, the purposes discovered, the 
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co1•rela tion of the music with other materials~ and the 

teaching methods suggested. 

The first step will be a classification of the 

songs used. Both the nature of the songs and their use in, 

the session will determine this. In many instances the song 

will be classified under more than one heading. Arabic 

numerals will be the symbols employed to designate this 

information. Thus the first song in any unit will be 

numbered one, the second, two. Except for the offering 

songs# the numer•als will vary for a particular· song 

according to the unit in which it is used, since the 

songs are renumbered for each unit. 

The second step will be to discover the purposes 

underlying the use of the song. It is recognised that in 

such an attempt to discover purposes which sometimes ara 

not stated, absolute objectivity is difficult to maintain 

and differences of opinion are inevitable. To overcome 

* this a standarad set of objectives will be set up in order 

t:b...a t the study may be guided, though not in the sense of 

restriction • The purpose discovered will be recol~ded and 

discussed repeetively under the following headings: 

stimulus to other activity, enrichment of other activity, 

expression of woz•ship, and personal application of teaching. 

As stated above, this study will also include 

• • • • • • 

* These were finally determined after much preliminary 
analysis and trial classification. 
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a tabulation of the correlation of music with other 

phases of the program. Since such correlation should be 

quite closely related to the purposes underlying the use 

of the song, and since it may indicate in many instances 

the motive behind the use of the song, it is evident 

that much of the investigation in the secon4 and third 

step will be done s~ultaneously. 

The fourbh step will be an examination of the 

teaching methods suggested. The findings will be 

recorded and discussed as suggestions for study of the 

song, suggestions for learning the song, and suggestions 

f~r, making the song a part of experience. 

A summary of the findings in the three sets c:f.: 

quarterlies examined will be given in terms of a comparative 

study. From this certain co~lusions will be drawn. 
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CHAPTER II 

THE USE OF MUSIC IN THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH U. S. 

PRIMARY DEPA...'i.TMENTAL GRADED QUARTERLIES 

A. Introduction 

The Presbyterian Church u. s. published for its 

primary department a series of departmental graded lessons, 

which follow a three year cycle • The Year 1943-44 Ul 

the third year. In each' of these quarterlies there are 

thirteen sessions. In the first these sessions are 

div,ided into three units; in the second into two units; 

in the third into three units; and in the fourth into 

three units. The units are numbered from one to eleven 

beginning with the fall and continuing through the year. 

These, then, will form the basis of the study of this 

chapter. The data discovered concerning the use of music 

will be charted and discussed in accordance with:the 

procedure outlined above. As indicated this will include 

a consideration of trl:ie;so~s used, of the purposes discovered, 

the correlation of the music with other phases of the 

program, and the teaching methods suggested. 

B. Songs Used 

An investigation of the primary quar~erlies for 

the year 1943-44 of the Presbyterian Church u. s. reveals 

that fifty different songs and one instrumental selection 

• • • • • • 
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were suggested for use during the year. Seventeen of this 

number are used in more than one unit; two are found in 

as many as five units. This wide selection of songs 

covering a variety of experiences consists of songs 

concerning God, the Father, Jesus Christ, the Church, 

the Bible, God's day, God's world, Bible characters, 

social relations, prayer, giving, and the nation. There 

are prayer songs, songs of praise, offering songs, and a 

benediction song. 

Since most of the songs are taken from the song 

book Worship and Conduct Sonss for Beginners and Primaries 

by Elizabeth MoE. Shields, the majority of these contain 

elements of both worship and oonduot. There are no 

nature songs which do not emphasize God as Creator, and 

there are no oonduot songs which do not emphasize either 

Jesus as Teacher, or God as Helper for daily Christian 

living. 

The words of only one of these songs in this 

group are composed of a Scripture verse. 

Of the four offering songs, two are a prayer. 

One of the prayer songs is used in five units; in three of 

these it is employed throughout the unit. 

c. Purposes Discovered 

l. Stimulus to Other Activity 

a. To Initiate the Unit 

Three of the eleven units are introduced by a 
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song and one by a prelude. The following are citations 

of these: 

The songs., "Friends," introduces the unit~ 

"Being Christian With Our Friends, 0 by presenting the 

thought of frt•nds and the atmosphere of friendship 

about which the session and the unit binge.l Since this 

song is introduced as being familiar ·to all the children~ 

it would create an immediate response from them though it 

is the frist session of the year. 

The unit, "Jesus, Friend of All," is introduced 

by the song, "Jesus, Our Friend.n2 This was learned in 

the last session of the Christmas unit and serves as a link 

between the two since it tells about Jesus• manhood as 

well as his birth and boyhood. It is 1 therefore, a review 

of former teaching and a preparation for the new unit 

which is to be studied. In the session it serves as a 

basis for the prayer and as an introduction to the 

conversation. 

"come to Church" initates the unit ttGoing to 

Church in Our Land."3 It plays only an inconspicuous 

part, however, since it merely suggests the thought and is 

not especially correlated with any other activity of the 

session. 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of November, October, December, 1943, p.9 
2. Quarterly of January, February, March, 1944, p.8 
3. Quarterly of April, May, June, 1944, p.24 
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A prelude of Christmas music introduces the unit, 

*'When Christmas Gomes." The teacher links the music with 

a prayer of thanksgiving and petition that includes the 

outstanding purposes of the unit.l 

b. To Initiate the Session 

In a sense all of the sessions are initiated 

by a song since the music played to assemble the group 

is always a song chosen for that !lt rticular unit and 

containing some thought emphasized throughout the unit 

and in the immediate session. Following, however, a more 

exacting criterion, there are but fourteen sessions, 

whose theme is introduced by a song. One of_ the best 

examples of this is found in the third session of unit 

four. 2 

The singing of ••Jesus, Our Friend," is followed 

by the reading of the memory verse, Matthew 9:35, which 

is associated with the third stanza of the song. A three

panel screen illustrating the Scripture verse is then 

discussed, followed by a prayer embodying the preceding 

thoughts. Though the song is not used again in the session, 

the Scripture verse with which it is connected is used 

throughout. 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of October, November~ December, 1944, p. 43 
2. Quarterly of January, February, March, 1944, p. 13 
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e. To Create Desired Atmosphere 

Music is used to create the desired atmosphere 

in most of the session. The children are always assembled 

and reassembled during the playing of their songs and 

usually this song is selected with the thought of creating 

the desired atmosphere. Very often the song used either to 

initiate the unit or the session serves also as a means 

of creating the selected setting. 

In the third session of Unit V (ttGod' s Children 

Live in .Many Landstt), the song, 11 Children of One Father,ul 

is used to create the atmosphere for the review of the 

previous study as well as to assemble the children in 

the opening of the session.2 It is used again in the 

worship service to create the atmosphere for the apprecia

tion of a picture of Jesus and the children placed in the 

worship eenter.3 

Though "Friends" is primarily used to initiate 

Unit I, ( ttBeing Christian With Our Friends"), it is also 

used to create an atmosphere of friendliness and welcome 

for the beginners who have come into the session for the 

first time.4 The worshipful a~1osphere which closes this 

session is captured at the beginning of the next by playing 

• • • • • • 
l. Quarterly of January, F-ebruary, March, 1944, p. 13 
2. Quarterly of January, February, .March, 1944, P• 37 
3. Quarterly of January, Pebruary, March, 1944, P• 38 
4. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1944, P• 9 
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the prayer song used to conclude the former session.1 

The Christmas Carols are emplo~ed into the 

Christmas unit to create the joy and spirit of this season. 

d. To ~repare for Story 

There are very few instances in the quarterlies 

of the Presbyterian Church u. s. of direct preparation for 

a story by a song. In the year's work only four instances 

can be found and two of these involve the same song. 

"Why Do Bells for Christmas Ring?" is closely 

correlated with the stories of the first three sessions of 

Unit VI (When Christmas Comes). The three stanzaa relate 

respectively to the story of each session. The first stanza 

is introduced and learned in the activity preceding the 

story. Immediately after this the teacher introduces the 

story of Jesus• birth by stating that they have been 

singing about the first Christmas, and now they are to 

hear the Bible story about it.2 In the second session 

this stanza is used as a means of review in preparation 

for the story, "The Song of the Angels.u3 Though the 

last session of this unit is about Jesus' boyhood, the 

three stanzas of nwhy Do Bells for Christmas Ring?" are 

sung as a background for the story, "When Jesus Was A Boy.n4 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1944, p. 12 
2. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1944, P• 44 
3. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1944, p. 47 
4. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1944, p. 55 
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Stanzas one and two of "T~e World is a WonderfUl 

Home," are interpreted to the group as a reference to 

children in this country in order that the group may be 

sensible to the experience of the mountain girl in the 

story, "Bettina Hears About God."l 

The fourth stanza of "Jesus, Our Friend," is 

sung with the intention learning to lead tbe children's 

thoughts and conversation to an appreciation of Jesus as 

their friend. Though this is aided through the use of 

pictures, the song is the starting point in preparation 

for the story, ":B'inding the Best Friend."2 

e. To Motivate Discussion 

Only a few discussions suggested in these 

quarterlies are motivated by a song, though when played 

and employed in this way, the songs are very effective, 

especially in furthering discussion. Unit I uses two songs 

for this purpose. "Neighbors Like Jesus" is sung in order 

to recall Jesus• friendliness to all whom he met. This 

is followed by group reports of ways in which they may 

show Christian friendliness. 3 °Lord I Want to Be A 

Christian,•• is used to stimulate recall during a discussion 

in session three.4 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of January, F'ebruary, March, 1944, P• 43 
2. Quarterly of January, February, March, 1944, p. 8 
3. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1943, P• 12 
4. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1943, P• 15 
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In Unit II (Wor•shipping God Long Ago and Now), 

the song, "Let Us Worship and Bow Down,n gives the 

atmosphere for a recall of the worship of Abraham stimulated 

by the study in the previ~us session.l 

In one session of Unit IV the fourth stanza of 

uJesus, Our Friend," is used to motivate conversation which 

serves as an introduction to the story and the third and 

fourth stanzas are used to foster a recaptive mood for 

the reports from the group. 

"Helping in God's World" is used in the early 

part of the third session of Unit IX in relation to the 

children's own experience of working with God to make 

things grow; then, later in the session the same song is 

used as a preparation for a discussion of ways of working 

with God for healthful living. 

f. To Motivate A Project 

No good examples of a project specifically 

motivated by music are presented in the Primary quarterly 

for 1943-44 of the PreSbyterian Church U. s. However, 

since the activities of Unit II (Worshipping God Long 

Ago and Now) center upon worship, "Any Time, Anywhereu and 

"Let Us Worship and Bow Downn are used to create a thoughtful 

mood for this work.l 

At the same time that "Helping in God's World" 

personalizes the· moral of the story in session two, Unit 

• • • • • • 

l. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1943, p. 27 
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x, it assists in the motivation of activities which put 

into practice the principles taught.l 

g. To Recall Previous Learning 

Considerable use ~~ aoggs is made in these 

quarterlies to stimulate the recall of previous lessons. 

Nine of the eleven units are used with the music for this 

purpose. In the majority of the untts only one song is 

employed as a part of the review during the study of the 
j 

unit. In Unit I (Bei~g a Christian With Our :Friends) 

nLord I Want to Be a Christian" is used in session two ani 

three.2 In Unit II (Worshipping God Long ago and Now) 

"Enter Into His Gates with Thanksgiving" is used in the 

fourth session.3 In Unit III (When Christtmas Comes) 

"Why Do Bells for Christmas Ring?u is used in the second 

and fourth sess1ons.4 This sang is particularly helpful 

in reviewing Jesus' birth and is used as a preparation for 

the lesson concerning his boyhood. The following session 

is the first session of Unit IV (Jesus, Friend of All), it 

begins the study of Jesus as a man. The leader uses the 

song "Jesus, Our Friend" to help the children relate the 

birth and manhood of Jesus.5 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of July, August, September, 1944, p. 39 
2. Quarterly of October, November, Decmeber, 1943, p. 12 
3. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1943, P• 34 
4. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1943, p. 47 
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In Unit VI (Easter With Jesus• Friends}, an informal 

review is planned for the children in the closing session. 

"Tell Me the Stories of Jesus" is proposed as the means 

for motivating the review of favorite stories of Jesus.l 

Three songs are used to stimulate recall in 

Unit V (God's Children Live in Many Lands}. Appropiate 

stanzas of nThe World is a Wonderful Home" are sung in 

session three as the countries studied are recalled.2 

In session five "Children of One Father" is employed to 

stimulated the group to recall children studied in previous 

sessions. 3 uJesus Loves Me" is sung in the language of 

the children of the nation recalled.4 

In the last session of Unit X (Children of the 

Bible} "Helping in God's World" and "My Work" are suggested 

as suitable songs to use between the stories of the unit 

that are reviewed in the period alloted for reca11.5 

Session one of Unit XI(Learning to Use the 

Bible) is a review of the stories about Jesus. ttTell Me 

the Stories of Jesus,""Jesus, Our Friend," and "Jesus, 

My Priendn are suggested as appropriate songs to use in 

the ·review.6 In the second session ttTell .Me the Story of 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of April, May, June, 1944, p. 20 
2. Quarterly of January, February, March, 1944, p. 37 
3. Quarterly of January, February, March, 1944, p. 43 
4. Quarterly of January, F'ebruary, March, 1944, p. 46 
5. Quarterly of July, August, September, 1944, p. 46 
6. Quartex·ly of July, August, September, 1944, p. 52 
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Jesus" is used to encourage the children to name their 

favorite stories of Jesus.l 

2. Enrichment of Other Activity 

a. To Enrich the Story 

In this series of quarterlies the song is 

employed to a considerable extent for the enrichment of' 

the stor-p;. 

In the first session of Unit I (Being Christ ian 

With Our F'riends) ttNeighbors Like Jesus" is sung by the 

leader as the class comes to the close of the story.2 

The first stanza is a summary of the principal thought 

in the story "Jesus Makes New Friends.tt 

After the story ttworship in the Temple Church,n 

in the third session of Unit II (Worshipping God Long 

Ago and Now), the children are led to a further appreciation 

of the temple worship through a picture of a worship 

service in the temple and through a verse from the Bible 

song book. They are then told about another song, a song 

which the people sang while going up to the Temple for 

the first time. While they are imagining the marching of 

the Hebrew people as they sang, "Enter Into Eis Gates 

With Thanksgiving, .. they are told that if they also feel 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of July, August, September, 1944, p. 54 
2. Quarterly of July, Augusx, September, 1944, p. 39 
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glad when they think about coming to church they may 

· th 'rhough ttEnter Into His Gates respond by sing~ng e song. -" 

With Thanksgiving" does not follow directly after the story 

and though it may at first seem to be too far removed in 

the session to be associated with it in the children's 

mind, recognition must be given to the fact that it is 

the children's culmination of an activity which has 

served as an enrichment to the story.l 

11 Why Do Bells for Christmas Ring? 11 enriches 

the story of all three sessions of Unit III, though 

the first stanza of .the song primarily prepares for the 

story in the first session and is not used again until 

just before the children go home, it is closely 

allied to the story that its place of enrich."llent can hardly 

be denied .2 ·rhere is no question concerning this in refer

ence to the second and third stanza, for they are introduced 

innnediately after the story to which they pertain. In 

the second session tl.te leader does this by saying, ttwe 

have heard another part of the Christmas story. Shall I 
3 add it to our song? 11 Aftei' the children have had an 

interesting drill on this stanza, both the song and story 

are enriched by the soft singing of the second stanza 

• • • . . • 

1. Quarterly of October, Novembei', December·, 1943, p. 31 2. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1943, p. 44 3. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1943, p. 47 
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of "Holy Night" at the close of "\Vhy Do Bells for 

Christmas Ring?u The story, ttThe Song of the Angels," 

is also enriched by a rendition of Handelts "Glory to 

God in the Highest.nl Since this follows the reading of 

the Scripture passage associated with the story, this 

might be considered an enrichment of the Scripture rather 

than the story. The Scripture passage itself, however, 

could be termed an enrichment of the story. The third stanza 

of nwhy Do Bells for Christmas Ring?" is introduced afjer 

the story, "The Wise Men Visit the Baby Jesus" in words: 

ttwe have this same story in another way in a 
new stanza of the song we used last sunday. We have sung 
of the Baby in the manger bed, and now we have sung 
of the angels and the shepherds. TodJy we have a new 
stanza about

2
the Wise Men. Listen, and I will sing 

it for you • n . 

In Unit VII (Going to Church in Our Land) special 

effort is made to master the song, ttrn the Father's House. 11 

It is suggested in session three that the third s~anza of· 

this song would follow the conversation and story very 
3 appropiately. Since the story is short and would have 

little meaning for the children without the conversation 

to introduce it and the song to complete it, the song in 

this case becomes almost a necessity. In contrast to this 

the story, nDonald Visits a Sunday School Under a Tree/' 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1943 1 p.48 
2. Quarterly of October, N0 vember 1 December, 1943, p.5l 
3. Quarterly of April, May, June, 1944, p. 32 
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which seems to need no embellishment is nevertheless~ made 

more impressive through the use of the song~ "Surely the 

Lord Is in This Place~" for it reiterates in another way 

the thought that the Lord is with His children wherever 

they meet to worship Him}~· 
The characters in the story 1 tton the Way Home," 

add a new stanza to the song ttFriends," which expresses 

effectively the teaching of the story. Since this ends tbe 

story, the children are immediately given an opportunity 

to sing the song themselves.2 

The story, uTimothy and His Bible.," is not 

followed directly by the song, "The Bible 1 11 but in, view 

of the fact it is to be related to it in the minds of 

the children, it should be regarded as an enrichment of.the 

story. A suggestion is made in the session ~lans that if 

the children have not been given the conception of the 

close connection between Timothy's Bible and their's, this 

relationship shpuld be discussed as an introduction to the 

song nThe Bible.u 

b. To Enrich Picture Study 

The song is seldom used to enrich a picture stu~ 

in the quarterlies under examination. When the song is so 

employed, it makes a definite contribution to the child's 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of April, ii1ay, June, 1944 1 P• 35 
2. Quarterly of April, May, June, 1944, P• 62 
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exper:tence within the session. 

In session one of Unit VI, the fifth stanza 

of ttTell Me the S~ory of Jesus, n is suggested as a ro ng 

the children would enjoy while looking at the picture 

of Jesus and the children in the temple.1 

"Baby :Mosesu is sung by one of the adults 

in the first session on Unit X as a part of the picture 

study of the Baby Moses. The children are encourages to 

imagine the conversation between Miriam and her.mother 

as they placed Moses in ~he ttbasket-boa.t." This is 

concluded by the song. The words are: 

uwho will take little baby? 
'I' said the water deep~ 
'Baby will float in his cradle boat 
And I shall rock him to sleepn 

"'Nho will watch over baby? 
Miriam whispered •I•, 
'I'm sure to hear if the bab~ dear 
Gives even a tiny soft cry." 

c. To Form a Climax 

In these quarterlies, the music plays a very 

important part in leading the discussion to a climax. Its 

use is not so noticeable as a climax to the story, though 

occasionally the song acts as a climax at the same time 

that it provides enrichment for the story. The instances 

that follow are related to the discussion. 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of April, :May, June, 1944, p.10 
2. Quarterly of July, Attgust, September, 1944, P• 34 
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nNeighbors like Jesus,n followed by a prayer 

personalizing the content of the song, not only climaxes 

the discussion and group reports, but it is the climax 

of the entire first session of unit two.l This session, 

however, has another important climax and the song in 

this case may be in itself even more of a climax since it 

is the prayer song "Lord I Want to Be a Chris:tian,u2 

which serves as a personal application of the teaching 

both in the group and in the work where it acts as a 

climaE and in the unit.3 It is again used in the sixth 

session of the unit as a climax at the close of a 

meditation. 

In session three of Unit IV the leader sings 

"Being True" as a climax to the group reports on 11Ways 

of Being Friendly" and thus expresses in song what the 

children have been giving in their reports. The children 

are prepared for the new tune by a rendition of the music 

while reassembling for the reports. 4 

The song is used both as a climax to the discussion 

and as a climax to reports fr·om the children in a worship 

service in Unit VIII. In the first session the leader 

sings "Back of the Loaf 11 as a climax to the conversation 

in which the children trace back to god, the Giver of 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of October, Nove;:,ber, De camber, 1943, P• 13 
2. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1943, p. 12 
3. Post, P• 
4. Quarterly of January, F'ebruary, March, 1944, P• 14 
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every good gift.l The closing session is a service o! 

praise conducted by the cluldren. An appropriate song is 

used as a climax to each of the three summaries of what 
2 

they have studied during the unit. 

In the fourth session of Unit X "Helping in 

God's World" is the climax to a discussion on how the 

children may use their talents as they seek to share 

their knowledge of God.3 

3. Expression of Worship 

a. To Heighten Prayer Experience 

There are two types of songs used in these 

quarterlies to heighten the prayer expreience. They are 

the prayer song, and the s~ng which motivates prayer. 

"Lord I Want to Be A Christian" is introduced in 

the first session of Unit I as a song written in the form 

of a prayer song and is used throughout the unit and 

in subsequent units as a prayer song. As pointed out 

above, it sometime brings the discussion to a climax in 

prayer.4 Usually it motivates a personal application of 

the teaching.5 

"Father, Hear Thy Little Children," is sung as 

a closing prayer in the last three sessions of Unit II 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of April, May, June, 1944, p. 45 
2. Quarterly of April, May, June, 1944, P• 53 
3. Quarterly of April, May, June, 1944, P• 46 
4. Ante, p. 22 
5. Post, p. 28 1 29 
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(Worshipping God Long Ago and Now). 

"Father in Heaven, We Thank Thee,tt is used as 

a pr@.yer of thanksgiving in conjunc·tion with a litany, 

a poem, or a prayer offered as an expression of gratitude 

from the group for the gifts of spring.l 

In Unit IX (Working With God) three prayer 

songs are used: the benediction, "The Lord Bless Thee and 

Keep Thee,tt2 and uA Prayer for aelp"3 are sung as closing 

prayers, and "Father We Thank Theeu is used as an opening 

prayer.4 The fourth stanza of the last named is sung on 

one occasion to encourage spontaneous prayer from the 

boys and girls.5 

uA Prayer for Help" is also employed in the 

last two units as a closing prayer. ':rhe intent for which 

this is used is to conclude the session on a thoughtful 

note.6 

Such songs as 11 Neighbors Like Jesustt7 and "Jesus, 

My Friendn8 are employed to motivate prayer. 

b. To Make Offering Worshipful 

Every session is planned with the thought that 

the offering song should be an experience of worship 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of April, May, June, 1944, p.9 
2. Quarterly of July, August, September, 1944, p. 12 
3. Quarterly of July, August, September, 1944, p. 16 
4. Quarte!•ly of July, August, September, 1944, p. 15, 19 
5. ~uarterly of July, August, September, 1914, p. 23 
6. Quarterly of July, August, September, 1944, p. 35, 39, 46 
7. Quarterly of July, August, September, 1944, p. 3 
8. Quarterly of January, February, March, 1944, p.cg 
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correlated with the other activities of the department. 

The songs used are either related to the offering 

prayer or are the prayer itself. One of the two offering 

prayer-songs, namely "Father, Bless Our Gifts Today" is 

suggested for more than half the sessions of the year 

1943-44. 

The following is an example of the contribution 

of the offering song to a worshipful experience in gi vins~' 

correlated with the teaching in the session. After the 

children have heard the story "The Tent Church," repeated 

Psalm 113: 1-4, and studied a picture of the tabernacle, 

the leader suggests the offering by saying, "Today we 

bring gifts of money when we worship God -- just as the 

Hebrew people of long ago brought their gifts.l The 

song, "our Gifts" is then sung reverently. It words are: 

"Our Heav'ly Father gives us gifts, 
Each day brings something new: 
And so today we bring o~r gifts 
To help His work to do~ 

The service is completed by a spoken prayer from the leader. 

c. To Center Thoughts on God's Goodness 

There are a number, in these quarterlies, of 

instances of songs used to express praise to God for His 

goodness to the children of men. These songs convey His 

goodness for giving them friends, for sending the Lord 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1943, p. 27 
2. Shields, Elizabeth McE., Worship and Conduct Songs, p. 45 
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Jesus to earth, for His love for all people, for His 

provision for every need of man, and for His loving care 

of them. In most cases the activities of the session 

prepare the child to voice such praise from his he~rt. 

Occasionally the songs themselves are the motivation for 

this worship experience. 

In Unit I (Being Christian With Our Friends) 

the children are given the opportunity to thank the Heavenly 

Father for their friends through the singing of the song 

poem, ttThanks for Friends, 0 to the music of "Thank You, 

Father." They are prepared for this through a directed 

discussion suggested in the pupil's leaflets. The 

discussion and song are a part of the study in individual 

groups.1 

Handel's "Glory to God in the Highest" is used 

in the second session of Unit III (When Christmas Comes) 

to direct praise to God for His goodness in sending the 

Lord Jesus to earth.2 

As used in Unit V, (God's C~~ldren Live in 

Many Lands) "The World is a Wonderful Home" motivates 

spontaneous worship of God for His goodness and love in 

providing a desirable and suitable home for the children 

of all races. In the same unit, ttJesus Loves Me" is used 

to relate God's love to children everywhere.3 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1943 1 p.l5 
2. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1943 1 p. 48 
3. Quarterly of January, February, March, 1944, p. 38 
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In the first session of Unit VI (Easter With 

Jesus Friends} ttGod's Love is Everywhere,u ••praise Him, 

Praise Eim," and ttFather in Heaven, We Thank Thee," are 

used to connect the gifts of spring with God's goodness 

and to express the thankfulness for His gifts to us. Also, 

a new stanza is added to the of.ftering song, uGifts of 

Love," to express the same thought.l 

In the Unit IX Uvorking With God) •we Plough 

the :F'ieldstt is correlated ei th the Parable of the Sower 

and I Corinthians 3: 9a., "we are God •s F'ellow-workers," 

to convey man's part and God 1 s :Rart in making things 

grow. This direction of the child's appreciation to God's 

goodness in His provision for our every need.2 

In Unit VIII (Learning How God Cares for Us) 

most of the songs impart the thought of God's goodness in 

His loving care for us. 0 Back of the Loaf" is sung in 

connection with God's provision of our food.3 ••Lord, 

Thy Glory Fills the Heavens,"4 and "All Things Bright 

and BeautifuluS are related to God's goodness in giving 

the beautiful to enjoy as well as the necessities of 

life. God's care for the individual is emphasized in ttGod 

Who .&1ade the Earth,u and "How Strong and Sweet My Father's 

• • • • • • 

1. ~uarterly of April, May, June, 1944, p. 9 
2. Quarterly of July, August, September, 1944, p. 16 
3. Quarterly of April, May, June, 1944, p. 45 
4. Quarterly of April, May, June, 1944, p. 47 
5. Quarterly of April, "N~ay, Jtme, 1944, p. 47, 54 
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Care."l. 

"Enter Into His Gates With 'I'hanksgiving" is used 

throughout the year both to motivate and to express 

praise to God for His goodness. Its intr-oduction in 

session three of Unit II {Worshipping God Long Ago and 

Now) renders it particularly effective for this use •2 

In three session of Unit XI (Learning to Use the Bible) it 

is used as e. part of the worship experience in conjunction 

with Psalm 100.3 

"Let Us Worship and Bow Down" is used in much 

the same way as "Enter Into His Gates Vlith Thanksgiving." 

In session three of Unit X (Children of the Bible) it 

also is used with Psalm 100, which has been learned 

previously by the children. In this instance the second 

verse of the Psalm is emphasized.4 

4. Personal Application of Teaching 

Throughout these quarterlies consideration has 

been given to the considerable use made of the song as a 

vehicle for the child's expression of the desires which 

the teacher has sought to instill within Pis heart. This is 

true of every unit except the third and fifth. In them~ it 

is rought to create a deeper appreciation respectively of 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of April, May, June, 1944, p. 54 
2. Quarterly of April, May~ June, 1944, p. 51, 53 
3. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1943, p. 31 
4. Quarterly of July~ Amgmst, September, 1944, P• 42 
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the Lord Jesus and of the children of other countries. 

ttLord I Want to Be a Christian" is an especially 

fine examples of a song employed to convey the aspirations 

of the pupil that are a result of a particular study. In 

Unit I (Being Christian With Our Friends) this song is 

introduced as a prayer growing out of the child's experi

ence in the session.l That experience is recalled in the 

second session through the singing of the son& after the 

review of the last week's emphasis; it is enriched and 

further emphasized by the soft singing of the song at the 

close of each individual group study. In the group work 

they have been discussing "Christian friendliness (1) in 

the church. (2) in school, (3) in our homes, (4) in our 

neighborhood."2 For the words. 0 In my heart." are 

substmtued the words. "In my home," ttin my school," 

"In my Church." or "In my play."2 The following session 

contains this emphasis by the use of the song in the review 

near the beginning of the period.3 For the closing wor:Sb:lp 

service of the unit the song is playa:! as a pe:r•lude and 

sung as a prayer after the meditation, "Thinking About 

Jesus' Ways of Friendliness."4 In one session it is 

suggested as a helpful song to remember while working and 

playing with others during the week.5 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1943, P• 10 
2. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1943, P• 12 
3. Quarterly of October, Ifovember, December, 1943, p. 15 
4. Quarterly of October, November·, December, 1943. P• 18 
5. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1943, P• 13 
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In Unit IV (Jesus, F'riend of All) ttLord I Want 

to Be a Ohristian° is used in the sixth session as a prayer 

at the close of a litany with the response, 0Lord, help 

us to be like Jesus, 01 and in the seventh session the 

song precedes a prayer asking God to help them show 

friendliness as Jesus did.2 

Three songs are used to personalize the 

application of teaching in Unit II (Worshipping God Long 

Ago and Now). They are the offering song, nour Gifts," 

"Enter Into His Gates With rrha.nksgiving," and nLet Us 

Woship and Bow Down.n3 

11Jesus, My l''riend,'1 "Being True,u and "Lord I 

Want to Be a Christian" are instruments for the direct 

application of the teaching in Unit IV (Jesus, Friend 

Of All) • 4 

In session one, Unit VI (Easter With Jesus 

Friends) "Father in Heaven, We Thank Theeu is used with 

a prayer or litany of gratitude as a personal expression 

of praise for God's goodness to us.5 Session three 

stresses God's nearness. After a prayer has been written 

by the children, asking for help them to live lives 

pleasing unto Him, the words of the song,nGod is Near" 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of January, February, March, 1944, p. 23 
2. Quarterly of January, February, March, 1944, P• 25 
3. Quarterly of October, November, December, l943p. 24 
4. Quarterly of January, February, March, 1944, p. 9 
5. Quarterly of April, May, June, 1944, p. 9 
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are read.1 

nThis is Our Father's House,tt and "In the 

Father's House" tell about the children's experiences in 

the Church School with emphasis upon their relationship 

to God, which is one of the major features of Unit VII 

(Going to Church in Our Land).2 

The closing worship service of the laat session 

of Unit VIII (Learning How God Cares for Us} includes 

nHow Strong and Sweet :My Father• s care." 'rhis song offers 

an opportunity to express personally the fundamental 

teaching of the unit.3 

In Unit IX (Working With God) ttThe Lord Bless 

Thee and Keep Thee," "A Prayer for Help," ttpather We 

Thank Thee , '* ttHe lping in God's World, tt and ttThe Bible n 

serve as a channel for the applivation and expression 

of the lesson taught. "Father We Thank Thee" is sung 

at the opening of session three as a song of thanksgiving 

for God's provision for healthful living and "Helping 

in God's World" is &Ung near the close of the session as a 

statement of ways that they may help. Near the beginning 

of the succeeding session the seconcl; stanza of "Father 

We Thank Thee" is used to encourage prayer for help in 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of April, May, June, 1944, p. 16 
2. Quarterly of April, May, June, 1944, p. 25 
3. Quarterly of April, ~ay, June, 1944, p. 19, 20 
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Christian living and "Helping in God's World" concludes 

a discussion on practical ways they can use their talents 

to share the knowledge of God with others.l 

"My Workrt follows a review of previous lessons 

in Unit X and is a means for the children's expression of 

their desire to cooperate in God's plan for them# just 

as Miriam and Samuel did.2 

Unit X (Learning to Use the Bible) is related 

to the children's lives through the singing of the 

song, nThe Bible. n3 

D. Correlation of Music with Other Phases 
of Program 

1. Correlation with Specific Materials 

An examination of the entire church program 

planned for the primary child by the leaders of the 

Presbyterian Church U.S. for the year 1943-44 discloses 

sessions and units so well correlated that it would be 

difficult to find examples where the music is not 

correlated with other materials of the session. Ample 

evidence of this is contained in illustrations given above. 

In general there is correlation between the music 

and such phases of the program as the story, the picture, 

the prayer, or the litany, the Scripture verse# and the 

poem. 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of July, August, September, 1944, p. 23 
2. Quarterly of July, August, September, 1944, p. 42 
3. Quarterly of July, August, September, 1944 1 p. 46 
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Specifically there is definite correlation between the 

music and some material in the lesson plans of every 

session. Frequently there is marked correlation between 

the music and most of the material used in the session. 

This is especially true throughout Unit III~ (Vihen 
\ 

Christmas Comes). 

The music is correlated with the story in forty 

of the fifty-two sessions. About half of this number 

indicates cause in which more than one song is correalted 

with a particular story. A good example of this is found 

in the first three sessions of the Christmas unit. 

The percentage of pictures correlated with the 

music is much lower than the percentage of stories 

correlated with the music 1 though the picture is usually 

closely related to the story. This is answered by the 

fact that the picture often illustrates points in the 

story not emphasized in a song. Sometimes, however 1 the 

song has a more significant bearing on the picture than on 

the story. The song "Baby Moses" as it is used in the fir~ 

session of Unit X is an illustration of this. 

There are twenty-seven sessions in which the music 

is correlated with the prayer or litany 1 not including 

the offering prayer nor the prayer songs. 

Although only one song has a verse of Scripture 

for its words, thirty-four of the sessions consist of 

music correlated with the Scripture. Some examples of 



-34-

this are 8 Jesus 1 Our Friend18 and lvla t thew 9 : 35;1 and 

"God~ 'v~vho Made the Earth1u and Psalm 136: 11 4-9. 2 

There are few poems suggested for the class use 

by the editors of the Primary Church School quarterlies 

for the Presbyterian Church U.S. The only instance in 

which a song is correlated with a poem repeated in the 

class session is the first session of Unit five. On this 

occasion the poem 1 
8 Brothers Just the Same 1

8 is read to 

the children and followed by uJesus Loves Me~tt which is 

introduced as a song sung by children ever~where. An 

example of a poem not used in the session 1 but conveying 

the import of a song sung by the group may be found on 

the leaflet Primary Bible Lessons for June 4 1 1944. The 

poem and song to which reference is made are respectively, 

nA Thank You8 and "Back of the Loaf. 8 

2. Correlation with Experience 

The experiences that are considered are the 

discussion and the project. There is a marked ~ifference 

between the number of times the music is correlated with 

the discussion and the number of times it is correlated 

with the project; for the discussion the number is thirty

four and for the project it is thirteen. 

In many of the sessions two and three songs are 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of Ja.nua.1~y 1 Pebrua.ry1 March1 19441 p. 13 
2. Quarterly of April~ May 1 June, 1944, p. 44 
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correlated with the discussion. This does not necessarily 

mean that they are related to the same discussion, since 

it is intended that the term discussion should include 

group discussion, group reports, and directed conversation 

in the department as a whole. 

Projects are aided by correlated songs both in 

their introduction and development, though usually not 

directly. In the Unit IV a project entitled "Ways of' 

Being Friendly" is motivated through a prayer that is 

closely related to the song, "Jesus, My F'riend,"1 and 

is promoted in the remaining session through the song, 

"Being True." An activity consisting of making posters 

illustrating both songs and lessons taught during the 

unit includes "All Things Bright and Beautiful,u "Back 

of the Loaf," and "How Strong and Sweet My Father's Care" 

among soqgs interpreted. 

E. Teaching Methods Suggested 

1. Suggestions for Study of Song 

a. The Approach 

In these quarterlies the approach to the new 

song is closely related to other activities in the session. 

The brief approach to "Lord I '~Van t to Be a 

Christian" is merely the statement ttThat as the song writer 

thought about Jesus and how kind and friendly he was, he 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1943, p. 9 
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wanted to be like him," and ttha.s written this song as a 

prayer.ul This is sufficient since the foregoing experi

ence of the session are planned with the thought of 

stimulating the children to a desire to emanate Christian 

friendliness. 

"Enter Into His Gates with Thanksgivingu is 

introduced by saying, 

"We have learned a song based on another 
one of the songs used in the !emple worship. 
It is thought to have been one they sang as 
they went up to the Temple for the first time. 
It begins, 'Enter into his gates with thanks
giving.• can't you almost see the Hebrew 
people marching toward the Temple singing 
their song? Do you feel glad when you think 
about coming to our

2
church? If you do, letts 

sing the song now." 

The approach is made on the supposition tha..t the song 

was used the previous week in the expanded session, 

though no suggestions were given for learning the song 

at that time. 

The approach to "Why Do Bells for Christmas 

Ring?u is through the story uThe Christmas Bells,u which 

is told at the close of a discussion in answer to the 

question tt\'lhy do we have Christmas ?0 After the story 

the leader says, ttThe question 'Why do we have Christmas?' 

is thought of a song we want to learn to sing together. 

We shall sing a part of the song today.&3 The song is 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1943, p. 10 
2. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1943 1 P• 31 
3. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1943, p. 44 
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sung with the piano though~ it is statud that this is 

not the customary procedure. In this case it is played 

for the purpose of accentuating the chime of the bells. 

The remaining stanzas of the song are approached through 

the st.ory related to each particular stanza. 

No introduction is given to "Jesus, My F'riendtt 

except what may be indirectly received through group 

reports culminating in the listing in parallel columns 

of "ways Jesus Was Friendly,n and nways We Can Be Like 

Jesus.n The song is sung by the leader at the close of 

the discussion, serving as a preparation for a prayer 

experience asking for help to show Christian friendliness 

and love.1 

The children receive their first impressions 

of 0 Being True" through appropriate use in the session by 

the leaders. The words are read by the leaders of the 

small groups at the close of their discussion of ways of 

being friendly like Jesus. The music is played for the 

group to reassemble and sUng by the same subject.2 

Since the session activities of Unit v, are 

planned with the purpose of leading the children "to 

realize that Jesus loves all children of all races, and 

that God wants all children to know him as their heavenly 

Father" is introduced near to the close of the session, 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of January, February, l1Iarch, 1944, p. 9 
2. Quarterly of January, February, .March, 1944, p. 12 
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there is little need for an approach to the song other 

than through the activities of the session. The only 

suggestion given in the Primary Leader's Guide is for the 

leader to sing the first stanza after which she may· 

encourage the children to point out those who come 

from "sunny lands," "island strands," or nbeneath the 

northern sta.ru in their picture for the day.l The second 

stanza of the song is introduced in the following session 

through a brier discussion concerning the fact of God's 

wanting to be the heavenly Father of children in every 

land.2 

No special suggestion is given for the approach 

to "The Norld is a Vionderful Home.n It is proposed that 

the children learn it in connection with a discussion 

regarding the homes of the children of different lands.3 

nGod is Near" is introduced as a part of the 

work in small groups. After the children have written 

a prayer asking for God's help in remembering that Jesus 

is always near, the words of the song are read by the 

children.
4 

No mention is made of a suitable time to sing 

the song to the children, but it is suggested in connection 

with the distribution of Primarz Eible Lessons that the 

children find someone to sing it with them at home. This 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of January, February, March, 1944, p. 32 
2. Quarterly of January, February, March, 1944, P• 35 
3. Quarterly of January, February, March, 1944, p. 36 
4. Quarterly of April, May, June, 1944, p. 16 
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may be accounted for by the fact that the song is not 
' used in any other session. 

No approach is suggested for the new song "In 

the Father's House." However, the story told by the 

departmental leader just before the IDng is introduced may 

be considered sufficient preparation. for the song.1 

ncome to Church" is introdueced in the following 

manner: the leader begins by saying, 

"I feel SU!.'e that God knew it was not easy for 
some people to find a quiet time and place to 
talk to him. He knows, too, that people like 
to do things togetherj and so he put it into 
the minds of people to build churches where 
they may come together to talk to him and plan 
helpful things to do. Sometimes churches have 
bells that ring so people will know it is time 
to come to church. I am going to ask Miss ••••• 
to play the first part of a w ng, and see i~ you 
can tell what those bells might be saying.n 

After the pianist plays the prelude to "come to Ghurch,u 

the children are encouraged to suggest words fitting for 

the sound of bells. If the song is unfamiliar to the 

childhen the song should be sung slowly and distinctly 

by the leader. 

b. The Interpretation 

The songs learned in these quarterlies are so 

closelycorrelated with the other experiences and activities 

of the session that it is usually necessary to give added 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of April, May, June, 1944, p. 25 
2. Quarterly of July, August, September, 1944, p. 38 
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information regarding the interpretation. Very often the 

interpretation. Very often the interpretation is included 

in the approach and sometimes the use ot the song suggests 

further interpretation. 

Both the approach to the song and the actual 

use of the song, 0 Lord, I Want to Be a Christian," informs 

the child~en that the song is a prayer.1 The previous 

activities in the session give them enlightenment concern

ing the conduct of a Christian and stimulate them to 

desitte to by like Jesus in their relationships with their 

freinds. In the second session the words~ "In my heart" 

are given a clearner interpretation by the substitution 

of the words, uin my Home," "In my school," "In my Church,." 

or "In my play."2 

After the children have sung the song, "Enter 

Into His Gates with Thanksgiving,.tt for the first time, 

they are aided in the interpretation through an activity 

that is encouraged by aaying, 

"Shall we perhaps repeat the Hebrew Psalm of 
praise that we have been learning from the Bible? 
Isn't it good that these beautiful poems and 
songs of praise of long ago still say what we 
feel when we think of God's great love?"3 

"Why Do Bells for Christmas Ring?tt interprets 

itself, but it is made more meaningful by the story with 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of October, November, December,. 1943, p. 10 
2. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1943, p. 12 
3. Quarterly of October, November, December~ 1943 1 p. 31 
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which each stanza is correlated. 

Though nJesus, My Friend" is interpreted through 

the group study and the prayer that followa the singing 

of the song, an additional explanation is recoL~ended. 

The instruction given to the leader as a guide in this 

situation are as follows: 

tl~ehe leader may sing the first stanza of "Jesus 1 
JJiy :B~riend," No. 90, without comment at the close 
of the reports. Talk with the children about 
the fact that Jesus' love and concern for people 
is still real today. It has lived on and on, 
and we can have a part in it by what we do. We 
speak of our past as being Christlike--that is 
being like Christ, the living Jesus. If the 
children know the song, they will join in 
singing as you use the first stanza again. 
F'ollow with a praye:r;o asking for help in 
remembering to show Christlike love and friend
liness today."l 

The words of "Being Truett are read by the leader 

as a conclusion to the group study, and sung by her at the 

close of the group report. Following this, she introduces 

a prayer with these suggestions: 
11 Isn 1 t it wonderful that God lets people keep 
right on showing the kind of love Jesus showed 
for others? It is Jesus' spirit of love alive in 
people today that makes this so. Shall we 
thank God and ask him to help us be more like 
Jesus every day?'' 

Thus, the song is given interpretation in 

rele.tion to the children's experience before they are given 

opportunity to sing it. Further enrichment by a discussion 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1943, p. 9 
2. Quarterly of January, February, March, 1944, p. 12 
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on ways of being friendly for which they need God's help 

is suggested in a later session.1 

ttchildren of one Father8 is introduced at the 

close of a session which has indirectly made the song 

meaningful. It, therefore, needs no explanation other 

than a concrete illustration of the phrases "sunny lands," 

nisland sti•adds," and ttbeneath the northern star," which 

is accomplished by having the group point to children in 

the picture for that day that represent people in the 

lands described in the above phrases.2 The second stanza 

is understood and appreciated through a discussion related 

to it.3 

It is suggested that the group discuss the 

different homes of the children throughout the world as 

they learn "The World Is a Wonderful Home." This should 

be an interesting review since this is the third session 

of Unit V (God's Children Live in Many Lands}. 4 In the 

following sessions stanzas related to the country studied 

are introduced. 

The children are helped to understand the song, 

"God is Near, tt through the Scripture verse, "l: .. am with you 

always 1
8 a prayer written by the children asking help to 

remember that Jesus is with us at all times, and a poster 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of January, F'ebruary, March, 1944, P• 20 
2. Quarterly Of January, February, March, 1944, P• 32 
3. Quarterly of January, J:i'ebruary, March, 1944, P• 35 
4. Quarterly of January, J:i'ebruary, March, 1944, P• 36 
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illustrating the second stanza.1 

Regarding the interpretation of the song, ttin 

the F'ather 1 s House," it is suggested that the leader 

discuss with the children the experiences suggested by 

the words.2 Though all the sessions of Unit VII (Going 

to Church in Our Land) give interpretation to the song, 

the correlation between the song and the preceding 

activities of the session is specifically mentioned in 

the session following the introduction of the song.3 In 

an expanded session of the unit, a conversation about 

experiences in the church school when God seemed very 

near is recommended as a preparation for singing the 

song.4 

The approach to "come to Churchtt in the second 

session of Unit X (Children of the Bible) also interprets 

the song.5 In this instance it seems to serve more as 

an enrichment of the experience in the session than as 

an aid to learning the song, since this oong has been used 

in three previous units or this year. 

c. The Pre1iminar~ Learning 

Every song taught in these quarterlies is first 

heard on the piano for either the assembling or reassmebling 

• • • • • 
1. Quarterly of April, May, June, 1944, p. 16 2. Quarterly of April, May, June, 1944, P• 25 3. Quarterly of April, May, June, 1944, P• 29 
4. Quarterly of April, May, June, 1944, p. 30 
5. Quarterly of July, August, September, 1944, P• 38 
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of the group. Usually a new song is sung by the leader as 

a part of an activity in the session before any attempt 

is made to teach the song to the children. The song 

"Being True" is and especially fine example of this.l 

The words are repeated to conclude the group study and 

the music is played immediately afterward to reassemble 

the group. As a climax to the group reports 1 the leader 

sings this song 1 making a brief statement relating the 

song to the previous activity and ~o the prayer that 

follows. Primary Bible Lessons are then distributed and 

attention is called to "Being Truett on the back. No 

opportunity is provided in the session for the children 

to sing this song. 

For one of the songs, "In the Father's House 1 " 

it is suggested that either a chart of the words be made 

or that the words be written on the blackboard.2 In 

learning "Being True" the ch.ildren are premi tted to .follow 

the printed copy on Primary Bible Lessons.3 

The only song for which specific drill is 

mentioned is also the most difficult song learned during 

the year. In teaching this song, nwhy Do Bells for 

Christmas Ring?" the leader sings the first stanza once, 

and then asks the children to sing the two questions at 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of January, February, March, 1944
1 

p. 12 
2. Quarterly of April, May, June, 1944, p. 25 
3. Quarterly of January, February, March, 1944, p. 16 
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the beginning of the song. The answer., which includes 

the remaining lines of the stanza., is sung by the leader. 

:F'ollowing this, the children are divided into two groups 

to st ng the question answer interchangeably •1 

2. Suggestions for Learning Song 

a. To Drill the Group 

No provision is made for the drill of new songs 

during the session, but the possibility of mastering the 

song during either the pre-session period .or a weekday 

session is frequently mentioned. However, there is 

indication that such drill is to be voluntary on the part 

of the child. 

Help from the parents in learning the new songs 

is suggested on the first lesson leaflet for the year. This 

is the only mention of this in nPrimary Bible Lessons for 

the year 1943-44. The suggestion is as follows: nThere 

is a song on this leaflet which tells us how to be a good 

friend. Ask your mother or teacher to help you to under

stand the words and learn to sing them."2 

b. To Use the Song Meaningfully 

Miss Elizabeth McE. Shields states the following 

in her book Music In the Religious Growth of Children: 

"Using a song with children is teaching it. 113 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1943, p. 44 
2. Primary Bible Lesson 1, p. 4 
3 • Shields, Elizabeth McE.: Music in the Religious Growth 

of Children, P• 48 
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In these quarterlies, the only provision for 

learning the smngs in the Sunday Church School session is 

through the meaningful use of the songs. 

"Why Do Bells for Christmas Ring?" is used in 

the session following its presentation as a preparation 

and introduction to the story. The leader sings: 

uwhy do bells for Christmas ring? 
\Vhy do little children sing? 
Christmas Chime and Christmas bell 
Ring the story we shall tell."l 

Before permitting the group to sing the story 

that follows, she asks one of the child~en to tell the 

story corresponding to the stanza that was told the previous 

Sunday. When the children have sung the stanza and concluded 

it with the first sj;anza of ttHoly Night, tt they are ready 

to hear the new story, "The Song of the Angels.n2 

uLord, I ~Vant to Be A Christian" is used to 

heighten the prayer experience; to personalize the teach

ing, to motivate discussion, and to form a climax.3 

11Enter Into His Gates with Thanksgiving" is 

employed in one session to aid the group to recall 

previous learning, 4 and in another to prepare them for 

the review.5 

Not only does "Jesus, My Friend," lead to prayer, 

• • • • • • 
1. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1943, P• 47 2. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1943, P• 10 3. Quarterly of October, Noevmber, December, 1943, P• 34 4. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1943, P• 36 5. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1943, P• 15 
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but the third stanza of this song is used as a prayer. 

In one instance it is used as a closing prayer.l 

11 0hildren of One Father" is correlated with a 

picutre,2 prayer,3 Scripture verse,4 or poem5 as it is 

sung in all six sessions of Unit V (God's Children Live 

in Many Lands). 

"Being True" is employed to ·Jlead the children 

to ask God to help them to be friendly. This is encouraged 

by discussions related to the song.6 

"The World is a Wonderful Home" serves as an 

enrichment to the reports from the various groups regarding 

the countries they have been studying.7 

3. Suggestions for Making the Song a Part of Experience 

a. The Activity Motivated by Song 

None of the songs taught in these quarterlies 

are used to motivate an activity such as a project. The 

use of nLord I Want to Be a Christian" after it is intro-

duced in session one, Unit I, approximates this. Since it 

is introduced as a prayer, it immediately suggests a prayer 

asking for God's help to be friendly and kind to others. 

The children may word this prayer with the assistance of 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of January, F'ebruary, March, 1944, P• 12 
2. Quarterly of January, February, March, 1944, P• 32 
3. Quarterly of January, I<'e bruary, Mal~ch, 1944, P• 35 
4. Quarterly of January, February, March, 1944, P• 43 
5. Quarterly of January, Pebruary, March, 1944, P• 46 
6. Quarterly of January, February, March, 1944, P• 20 
7. Quarterly of January, F'ebruary, March, 1944, P• 41 
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the leader.l 

b. The Carry-over ~nto the Home 

There are few sugges tiona in these quarterlies 

or in the pupil's leatlets for the use of the new songs 

in the home. Though the words of nine of these songs are 

printed on the pupil's leaflet and seven of these are 

printed with the music, only four are accompanied with 

suggestions for use in the home. 

"Neighbors Like Jesusn is printed on the 

folder for session two, Unit I, and for session six, 

Unit)Iv. In the first instance the words are printed 

with the suggestion: 

ttHere are ·some verses about friends that help 
us to think of how friendly Jesus was. They 
will help you to know how to be like Jesus. You£ 
may learn to sing them in our Sunday School. tt2 , 

On the second occasion the words and music are printed 

together with instructions: uFind in this song friendly 

things to doltt3 

"Lord I Wamt to Be a Christiantt is printed on 

the leaflet for session one, Unit I. It is preceded by 

the statement: 

."There is a song on this leaflet which tells 
us how to be a good friend. Ask your mother 
or teacher to help you to understand the words 

and learn to sing them."4 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly of October, November, Decmeber, 1943, p. 10 
2. quarterly of October, November, December, 1943, p. 13 
3. Primary Bible Lessons, Lesson 2 
4. Primary Bible Lessons, Lesson 19 



-49-

In the second session of Unit I$ it is proposed 

that the leader make the following suggestion regarding 

the above song: 

"It will help us to be Christian with our 
friends if we think of the words ~f this song 
when we work and play with them." 

The vvords to the song "Thanks for F'riends" are 

preceded by the statement: 

"You may want to sing the prayer verse that 
follows. Perhaps you will make other stanzas 
for this prayer-song. If you like you may put 
in the word "worku or ttplaytt for the word "live.tt2 

Since "Enter Into His Gates with Thanksgiving11 

is introduced in the seventh of the Church School year 

1943-44 and:is printed on the folder for session fifty 

of that year, it is familiar to the children when they 

receive it in printed for~. Accompanying the song is 

the statement: 

"We do not know just what tunes Jesus used 
when he sang the Psalms. Many people have 
thought about what would be good music to use 
with those Bible words. One man made up the 
tune that is printed below for part of the wo1~s 
Psalm 100. 

Perhaps you used this song in Sunday School. 
If you did not, maybe you would like to hear it 
played, or even learn to play it for yourgelf. 
Ask someone at home to help you do this .u 

, . . . . . 
1. Quarterly of October, November, December, 1943 1 P• 17 
2. Primary Bible Lessons, Lessons No. 3, 5 
3. Primary Lesson Leaflets, No. 50, p. 4 
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F. Summary 

It was found in this investigation of the 

departmental graded quarterlies of the Presbyterian Church 

u. s. that the songs used totaled fifty and covered a 

variety of experiences. They were employed to stimulate 

other activities in such ways as initiating the unit, 

initiating the session, creating the desired atmosphere, 

preparing for the story, motivating discussion, motivating 

a project, and stimulating recall of previous learning. 

Some of the songs, served as an enrichment to the story 

or the picture study, and to other materials by forming 

a climax. Songs used as an expression of worship 

heightened the prayer experience, made the offering 

worshipful, and centered thoughts on God's goodness. 

Much of the teaching was personalized through songs sung 

by the children. 

The music, it was discovered, was closely 

correlated with other phases of the ~ogram. In materials, 

the song was correlated most frequently with the story. 

It was correlated with the story forty times, with the 

pictMre study nineteen times, with the prayer twenty-seven 

times, with Scripture thirty-four times, and with a poem 

one time. In experiences, the number of times the music 

was correlated with the discussion greatly exceeded the 

number of times it was correlated with the project. 

• • • • • • 
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The study of the song was found to be so closely 

related to other activities in the session that in the 

majority of instances the approach to the song, the 

interpretation of the song, and the preliminary learning 

of the song were included in other activities. Since the 

new songs were learned as they were used meaningfully 

in the session, no provision was made for the drill of 

new songs. Though the new songs were not used to motivate 

an activity and few suggestions were given for the use 

of the new song in the home, many of these songs bevame 

a part of the child's experience through ~se as a prayer 

or as a means of heightening that experience. 
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CHAPTER III 

THE USE OF MUSIC IN THE ME'rHODIST 

CLOSELY GRADED QUARTERLIES POR SEVEN YEAR OLDS 

A· Introduction 

The Methodist Church publishes both a depart

mental graded and a closely graded series for its primary 

department. Only the closely graded series, however, is 

to be used in this study. Since the second year should be 

the most representative of the three years in the Primary 

department, this investigation will be confined to a study 

of the material prepared for the seven-year-olds by 

Ethel Smither and copyrighted by her in 1936. This year's 

work is designated as Course II and entitled Work and 

Worship in the Church. The course is divided into four 

parts corresponding with the four quarters of the year, 

beginning with the fall quarterly as Part I. Each part 

includes at least two units and is divided into thirteen 

sessions. In part one, two, and three, there are two 

units; in part four, there are three units. It is the 

purpose of this chapter to analyze these materials for the 

use of music. Following the general outline indicated in 

the general introduction, there will be a discussion of 

the findings charted with regard to the songs used, the 

purposes discovered, the correlated music with other 

phases of the program, and the teaching methods suggested. 

• • • • • • 
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B. Songs Used 

The music used in Course II, Work and Worship 

~n the Church~ consists of twenty-eight songs for the 

children to sing, and two songs and three instrumental 

selections for the children to hear. These songs are 

about God, Jesus Christ, prayer, the church, home, 

friends, social relations, food, and the seasons. Many 

of the songs are used as prayers, most of these ~re 

prayers of praise to God for His good gifts to us. In 

these songs, God's love and care are especially emphasized. 

"I Will Sing to the Lord" is used in every unit 

except the fifth of the first three quarters of the year. 

"Tell Me the Stories of Jesusn is used in five units; 

"Morning Hymn" and tt:ft1riends of All" are used in three 

units; "The Home God Gave to nMe 11 and "Every Morning Seema 

to Say" are used in two units. Brahm's uLullaby" is 

used as instrumental music in two units. 

c. Purposes Discovered 

1. Stimulus to Other Activitiw 

a. To Initiate the Unit 

A synopsis preceding each unit of these 

quarterlies contains a list of activities that are suitable 

for the introduction of the unit. From this li~ the 

leader is expected to select one for use in her group 
• 

• • • • • • 
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In the synopsis of each unit of these quarterlies except 

the last, one or more suggestions for the use of music 

to initiate the unit are included. The music in most 

instances is the most interesting and easily adapted 

activity suggested. 

In Unit I (Work and Worship in the Church) 

teaching the song, "uVb.a. t the Church Bells Say" is 

suggested as a way of initiating the unit. Since this 

unit is an introduction to the course as is indicated 

by its theme, the activity employed to introd~ce the unit 

also initiates the course. 

Music is included in four of seven activities 

that are auggested as appropriate introductions to Unit II 

(We Keep Christmas). Those dealing with music are as fo~lows: 

n2. Using the song, "Giving Thanks," stanza 3 1 

"Thank God for all the bounties 
His love and goodness send; 

Thank God who gave us Jesus, 
Our teacher, helper, friend." 

accompanied by conversation about why we think 
of Jesus as a teacher, helper, friend. (Based 
on carry-over from kindergarten and first-grade 
learnings.) 'Why do we think of Jesus at 
Christmas time? ~~Y do we keep Christmas anyway? 
What do we do to keep Christmas?' --Recall home 

·and school activities. Associate the observance 
with giving as well as getting. Speak of 
Christmas carols {the group will already know 
'Away in a Manger' and 'Silent Night•), to 
introduce the nativity story. Say: 'Our songs 
called carols tell the story of why we keep 
Christmas just as much as a told story could.' 

• • • • • • • 
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11 4. Introducing the song, 'Why We Keep Christmas.' 
The teacher associates the song with the carrying
on activities and with stanza 3 of the song 
'Giving Thanks.• This may be used as a prayer. 
The teacher talks about differences that Jesus• 
coming into the world has made, and asks pastor 
to desc»ibe the work of a certa~n center, or 
plans to visit as institution supported by the 
church to see one way the spirit of love and 
good will work today. The third grade sings 
'Friends of Jesus' to show ways Jesus taught 
people to act. 

"5. Asking in connection with the carrying-on 
activities and the carol, 'Silent Night,• 'How 
could you share the Christmas story about Jesus 
as a baby with the children at •••••••••••• ? 
How could we show why we keep Christmas? 

"7. Having the curtains drawn as the children 
enter and a red candle lighted. The musician 
softly plays •Silent Night,• and the group 
sings it. Conversation about why we have 
Christmas will follow naturally.~l 

In Unit III (Our Homes and Bible Homes) the 

study of the song, 0 The Home God Gave to Me," may be 

employed to initiate the unit.2 The tune to this song 

is the familiar Londonderry Air. It is printed on the 

pupil's folder for the first session of this unit. Above 

the song is the question, "How can you help to make your 

own home full of love and happiness and cheer?3 This may 

be used as a part of the introduction to the unit. 

Another approach to Unit III employing music 

• • • • • • 

1. Part I of Course II, p. 94-96 
2. Part I of Course II, p. 141 
3. Primary Bible Folder 1 No. 14 
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is a conversation suggested by the music of "Silent 1Iight" 

and a. picture of the Madona and Child. This leads to an 

interest in the home of Jesus when a boy.l 

One of the suggestions for initiating Unit IV 

(Learning that God is Dependable) is the introduction of 

the song~ "God Gives the Year."2 

In Unit V (From Sea to Shining Sea) two songs 

are included in the list of ways to initiate the unit. 

Stanza two of "Tell Me the Stories of Jesusn is sung by 

the children and the story, ttJesus the Priend of Children,tt 

is told by the leader in order that the group may study 

about children whom Jesus loves of other backgrounds 

in the United States. "Friends of Alln is sung to 

encourage the children to think of different kinds of 

children with whom they would like to be friends.3 

Each of the songs, "For a Smiling Babyn4 and 

"The Home God Gave to Me, tt5 are suggested as a sui table 

song to ini ti~lte Unit VI (Helping God to Care for Little 

Children). 

Three songs are proposed as possible ways of 

introducing Unit VII (God Knows and Meets our Daily Needs). 

• • • • • • 
1. Part II of Course II, P• 140 
2. Part II of Course II, p. 221 
3. Part III of Course II, P• 281 
4. Part III of Course II, p. 354 
5. Part III of Co:nrse II, P• 355 
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The song "God Who Made the Earthu :may be recalled; 1 the 

, third stanza of "God Gives the Yeartt may be sung;2 or 

"The Song of the Bread" may be used in conjunction with 

an examination of the grain in sheaf, the kernel, flour, 

and bread.3 

Unit VIII (Enjoying Soma Stories Jesus Told) 

is initiated through singing "Tell Me the Stories o:f Jesus." 

The sting linked with the unit by the suggestion that some 

of the stories about Jesus relate stories tl1at he told. 

This approach may be used either to lead the group to a 

decision to explain these stories, or to a desire to 

learn some new stories to share in a proposed project 

of the unit.4 

b. To 1nitiate the Session 

Music is seldom used in this course to initiate 

a session, the twenty-first session of the year is the 

first time that it is employed. In this instance, 

ttsilent Nightn is sung to help the children recall 

Christmas in ordei' that they may be prepared to appreciate 

the "Ii'east of Lights" celebrated by the Jewish people .5 

In the session following, session nine of Unit III (Our 

Homes and.Bible Homes), "The Home God Gave to Men is sung 

• • • • • • 
1. Part IV of Course II, P• 393 
2. Part IV of Course II, P• 393 
3. Part IV of Course II, P• 393 
4. Part IV of Course II, P• 430 
5. Part II of Course II, P• 205 
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at the beginning of the period to encourage the children 

to think about things they learned during the unit con

cerning their home and homes of people in the Bible, and 

about ways they learned to help at home.l· 

Session two of Unit V (From Sea to Shining Sea) 

is entitles "Friends of All We'd Like to Be." The song, 

"Friends of All" is used to introduce the session.2 

Unit VIII (Enjoying Some Stories Jesus Told) is 

introduced by the song, ttTell Me the Stories of Jesus.n 

The session is initiated, however, by the song, ttEvery 

:Morning Seems to Say.u In connection with this the 

children are encouraged to draw pictures illustrating 

what the song means to them.3 

a. To Create the Desired Atmosphere 

Both songs and instrumental selections are used 

in this course to create the desired atmosphere. Unit II 

(We Keep Chr·istmas) uses music to the greatest extent for 

this purpose. 

In the second session, Unit I (Work and Worship 

in the Church), "What the Church Bells Saytt is suggested 

as an appropriate song to aug while the children are 

working in friendly groups.4 

• • • • • • 

1. Part II of Course II, p. ilO 
2. Part III of Course II, p. 303 
3. Part IV of Course II, p. 434 
4. Part I of Course II, p. 37 
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In Unit II (We Keep Christmas) it is suggested 

that the children sing Christmas carols softlw and spon

taneously as they work.l Miss Smither's reason for the 

spontaneous use of Christmas carols is stated in the 

following quotation: 

ttchristmas should be a singing time, the 
children not only singing in spe~ial service, 
but spontaneously as they work." 

While the creche 1 nHe is Sleeping in a Manger, tt is viewed 

the group sings either "Why We Keep Christmas," nAway in 

the Manger," or "Silent l:Tight.n3 Christmas carols are 

sung joyously as the group gathers around the Christmas 

tree on the Sunday preceding Christmas.4 

In Unit III {Our Homes and Bible Homes), nFor 

This, My Home 11 is played while the child1~en are resting 

from their work to :g~e:pa:~e them to use the song as a prayer 

of thanksgiving for their home.5 

During the preparation for worship in Unit IV 

(Learning that God is Dependable) the children sing the 

spring stanza of "God Gives the Year" while they place 

flower's in a vase.6 nin the Early Morning," which 

speaks of God's care for the flowers, is sung as the 

• • • • • • 
1. Part I of Course II, P• 111 
2. Part I of Course II, P• 117 
3. Part I of Course II, p. 96, 119 4. Part I of Course II, p. 119 
5. Part II of Course II, p. 162 
6. Part II of Course II, p. 251 
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garden group place flowers they have raised themselves 

in the Church sanctuary.1 

Brahm's Lullaby is used in Unit Vt (Helping 

God to Care for Little Children) to suggest a lullaby 

to put baby to sleep.2 In Unit VII (Learning that God 

Knows and Meets Our Daily Needs)~ i~ is employed to 

suggest rest and quiet in preparation for a conversation 

connecting pleasant things with darkness.3 

d. To Prepare for the Story 

A song is used in seven sessions of these 

quarterlies either as a preparation for the story or as 

a part of the preparation for the story. In three instances, 

each of which is in a different unit, the song employed is 

"Tell Me the Stories of Jesus." 

"What the Church Bells Say,n as it is employed 

in session six of Unit I (Work and Worship in the Church), 

\:ts an example of a song used as a part of the preparation 

for the story.4 The song in this instance is used at the 

close of a discussion that ha.~ suggested worship as one 

reason for having the church. After the song is su~g it 

is suggested that we have the church for another reason, 

too. The story is then told in order to discover another 

purpose of the church. 

• • • • • • 

1. Part II of Course II, p. 252 
2. Part III of Course II, p. 363 
3. Part IV of Course II 1 p. 414 
4. Part I of Course II, p. 72 
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several approaches to the story of the birth 

of Jesus are suggested in session two of Unit II (We 

Keep Christmas). One of these is through Christmas 

carols. The a:> ngs 1 "Wind Through the Olive Trees" is 

recalled from course I 1 followed by the new song, "Why 

We Keep Christmas." The children are encouraged to 

compare the story in "Why We Keep Christmas" with the 

account in Luke 2: a.1 

On Easter6 "The Story of Jesus" is approached 

through music as follows: 

"The teaQher repeats or sings "Tell Me the 
Stories of Jesus , 11 stanza. 1. •we have been 
hearing many stories of Jesus this year. Shall 
we put them together to make one story of 
his life?' Then, after singing softly, 
"Silent Night," begins the story.n2 

In the session one of Unit V (From Sea to 

Shining Sea) 11Tell Me the Stories of Jesus" is used to 

introduce~ the story6 uJesus and the Children." Since the 

second stanza is about this story, the leader follows 

the singing of this stanza by a suggestion that the 

children might enjoy hearing this story in a new way.3 

nTell ltle the Stories of Jesustt is alm used in 

Unit VIII (Enjoying Some Stories Jesus Told). The 

singing of the first stanza is the only introduction to 

• • • • • • 

1. Part I of Course II, p. 106 
2. Part III of Course II, p. 271 
3. Part III of Course II, P• 291 
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the story, "The Forgiving Father,"1 

The story# "Dobry," is approached through the 

a:c~s, 11 A Seed Song," fcrirlawed by the s ta temen t: 
f 

"But God has given people something just as 
wonderful, their minds, so that they can think 
of better ways of making food grow. Jesus said 
that God knows we need food. 'Your Father knows 
you need these things even before you ask him.• 
I think God is waiting for men to work with him 
to give his children even better things than 
we havS now and to think of ways to give everyone 
food." 

In session two, Unit VII (Learning That God 

Knows and Meets Our Daily Needs), a new song, 11Every 

Morning Seems to Say" is introduced. The introduction 

to the song serves as a preparation for the story, 

"Water in a Desert." These activities are connected by 

the statement: rtsome tired and thirsty people found a 

sign of God 1 s love one day.3 

e. To Motivate Discussion 

There are few instances in these quarterlies 

in which music is used for the purpose of motivating a 

discussion. 

In session two of Unit I (Work and Worship in 

the Church) "Very Softly We Will \Ualk11 motivates a 

discussion of worship through an effort to understand the 

meaning of the song. 4 

• • • • • • 

1. Part IV of Course II, p. 445 
2. Part IV of Course II, p. 401 
3. Part IV of Course II, p. 410 
4. Part I of Course II, p. 37 

> 
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TWo songs in session one of Unit II (We Keep 

Christmas) motivate a conversation explaining why we 

keep Christmas. After the leader has repeated the third 

stanza of the song, "Giving Thanks, 11 she asks two 

rhetorical questions: "Why do we think Jesus especially 

at Christmas time? Why do we have Christmas anyway?ul 

Either "S_ilent Hightt• or 11Away in a laangertt is recalled, 

to aid the group to remember that Christmas is the birth

day of Jesus. Stanza three of "G~ving Thankstt is later 

repeated and followed by the question, nv\!hy do we think of 

Jesus as teacher, helper;~""'friend?" i,n order that they 

may be lead to think of another reason for keeping 

Christmas.2 

The song, n The I'' ather' s Care , " is sung during a 

conversation about different kinds of children in the 
/ ( 

United States to motivate a discussion of the opportunity 

we want to give them in these groups. 

f. To Motivate an Activity 

In this course music is used considerably to 

motivate activities. It is employed for this purpose on 

three occasions in Unit I (Work and Worship in the Church). 

A visit to see the chimes played is ·suggested by the song, 

ttwhat the Church Bells Say.tt3 Plans to share at Thanks-

• • • • • • 
1. Part I of Course II, p. 101 
2. Part III of Course II, p. 337 
3. Part I of Course II, p. 37 
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giving are motivated by a song learned in the kindergarten: 

"on Thanksgiving Day, 
On Thanksgiving Day 
If you want to be haP£Y 1 

Give something away." 

In connection with. plans to make Christmas calendars of 

snapshots of the church, the children sing the song re" 

sponses, "I Will .Sing to the Lordtt and 11Enter Into His 

Gates 1Ni th Thanksgiving."2 

In the expanded session of session one, Unit 

II (We Keep Christmas) the music group conducts a worship 

service consisting almost entirely of music. ttsilent 

Hight11 creates the desired atmosphere for the service; 

"V~hy We Keep Christmasu assists ih the interpretation of 

the Scripture passage; and nGiving of Thanksu serves 

as a prayer to close the service.3 

The hymn, "The Home God Gave to Me,tt is a par;t; 

of the motivation of the unit project purposed in the 

second session of Unit III (Our Homes and Bible Homes). 

However, the stories, Scripture verse, and picture studies 

all contribute toward this interest.4 In this fourth 

session of this unit, the song, nFor This, My Family," 

is used as a basis of a dramatization which depicts the 

duties of the various members of a Palestinian family.5 

• • • • • • 

1. Part I of Course II, p. 64 
2. Part I of Course II, p. 88 
3. Part I of Course II, p. 104 
4. Part II of Course II, p. 157 
5. Part II of Course II, p. 179 

J 
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In session one (God Gives the Year) of Unit 

IV (Learning that God is Dependable), the song, "God Gives 

the Yea.r, 11 suggests a frieze nto tell about God's gifts 
\ 

at each season of the year.nl It also motivates a trip 

out-of-doors to look for the signs of spring.
2 

Occasionally music itself constitutes the 

activity. On Palm Sunday, one interest group is encouraged 

to write a song of gladness about alm Sunday, and 

another group is asked to detect the sounds of new life 

in nature as they listen to a selection of spring music.3 

The tune nHere ·v1e Go 'Round the Mulberry Bush" 

is used for a tooth brush drill to stimulate the group 

to bring tooth brushes and past"e for a box for Migrant 

children.4 Included in the srune box is an illustration 

collection of songs made by the group for the children's 

leader in this camp.5 The procedure followed in this 

project is: 

"Some of the children at ••••••••• (the place 
to which the box is to be sent) will probably 
like to sing the same songs that you enjoy. 
Shall we think of all the songs we have used this 
year and choose the ones we should like to 
share with them? 

"Gather the group around the piano and sing the 
songs, or if this is impossible, go out of doors 
and have a session on the church steps or lawn, 

• • • • • • 

1. Part II of CQ!urse II, p. 230 
2. Part II Of:·COUPSe II, P• 231 
3. Part III of Course II, p. 267 
4. Part IV of Course II, P• 311 
5. Part IV of Course II, P. 299 
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or sing them softly in their own place in the 
room. Hum the first phrase of the music to 
help the children recall the song. One by one, 
the songs will bel enjoyed. Moments of worship 
are likely to result. Pictures will be chosen 
either from old story papers or old pupils' 
folders to~illustrate each song. There should 
be a discussion of which picture best illus
trates each song."1 

After the box is packed and ready for mailing, the children 

sing "Friends of All."2 
/ 

g. To Recall Previous Learning 

Previous lessons are seldom recalled in these 

quarterlies through the use of songs. The closing session 

of Unit I and V, and the closing Unit of the course are 

the only instances of music used for this purpose. 

"What the Church Bells Say" and ui Will Sing 

to the Lordu are used to stimulate the group to recall 

their project of shaving at Thanksgiving and to express· 

the joy of sharing.3 

"Friends of All 11 and uThe Father's Care" are 

mng as the children complete and review their project 

for Unit V (From Sea to Shining Sea).4 

In Unit IX (We Complete a Year of Work and 

Worship), music has an important place in the review of 

the year's work. It is suggested that a g~1e may be 

• • • • • • 

1. Part III of Course II, p. 326 
2. Part III of Course II, p. 348 
3. Part I of Course II, p. 86 
4. Part III of Course II, p. 348 
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played by associating the songs of the year with a list 

of what has been done.1 "Friends of All" is sung to 

encourage the group t.9 recall fJ:•iends they have made at 

church this year.2 The program relating the things that 

have been learned during the total year includes a number 
3 of songs. 

2. Enrichment of Other Activity 

a. To Enrich Story 

The songs used to enrich the stories in this 

course are closely correlated with the lesson of the 

story. The song directly follows the story in two 

instances; in three instances it is preceded by a prayer 

and other activities. 

The application of the lesson taught by the 

story, "David Helps His Father," is reinforced through 

singing nFor This, My Home" with emphasis upon the lines: 

"Boys and Gi~ls who do not shirk 
Each one helps the other.":! 

The second stanza of ••In the Morning" embodies 

the same teaching as the parable in the story. The prayer 

preceding the song gives opportunity for a personal 

application of this truth.5 

• • • • • • 
l. Part IV of Course II, p. 459 
2. Part IV of Course II, p. 475 
3. Part IV of Course II, P• 479 
4. Part II of Course II, p. 178 
5. Part II of Course II, P• 237 
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The story, "Jesus Rides Into Jerusalem" is 

followed by a prayer, by a picture study of "The First 

Palm Sunday," by imaginary play of waving palms while 

repeating "Hosanna in the Highest," and by the singing 

of the third stanza of "Tell Me the Stories of Jesus" by 

the teacher.1 

nThe Father's Garett is sung to give further 

stress to the lesson which Peter learned through his 
2 experience at the home of Cornelius. 

b. To Enrich Picture Study 

The song contributes definitely toward the 

enrichment of the picture studies in Course II, Work and 

Worship. Though it is seldom used, it is used effectively 

when employed. 

The second stanza of the carol, "He is Sleeping 

in a Manger, 11 is sung or repeated by the leader while 

the children are looking at the picture of the ruse Men.3 

During the study of the picture, "A Happy Home,n 

the children are encouraged to imagine a story about this 

family. After the story has been told, they are asked if 

the picture reminds them of a song. If nFor This, My 

Home" is chosen, the leader may suggest that they sing 

it as a prayer.4 

In session two of Unit IV (Learning that God is 

• • • • • • 
1. Part III of Course II, p. 266 
2. Part III of Course II, p. 319 
3. Part I of Course II, p. 116 
4. Part II of Course II, p. 198 
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Dependable) nin the Early Morning" is ,sung before and 

after the picture study. Since the picture portrays the 

scene described in the story, the song •erves simulta

neously as an enrichment of the story and as an introduc

tion to the picture. The first and second stanza of the 

song are sung before the picture study; the second 

stanza, which reiterates the truth taught in both the 

story and the picture study is sung again after the 

picture has been studi,ed.l 

It is suggested in session two of Unit VI 

(Learning that God is Dependable) that the group will 

enjoy finding and placing on a screen illustrations of 

events in the lif.e of Jesus. The hymn, "Tell Me the 

Stories of Jesus," is used to enrich this activity.2 

"P'or a Smiling Baby" is sung by the leader at 

the close of the study of the picture, "oaring for a 

Baby," and the picture, nThe Family." -While the group 

is looking at the picture, "The Family," the leader 

introduces the song with the question, uno you think this 

would be a good song for them?tt3 

The first stanza of "Tell Me the Stories of 

Jesus" is sung at the close of a study of the picture, 

• • • • • • 
1. Part II of Course II, P• 237 
2. Part III of Course II, p. 274 
3. Part III of Course II, p. 369 
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"The Good Shepherd," and a picture study of the picture, 

i ttl 11The Good Samar tan. 

c. To Form a Climax 

In this course, songs are used more often as a 

climax to an activity than as a climax to a story, picture 

study, or discussion. 

"I Will Sing to the Lordu is used three times 

to form a climax to an activity in Unit I {Work and 

Worship in the Church). It is sung as an expression.of 

joy at the conclusion of plans for a chest to contribute 

to the needs of the church.2 The garden group uses it 

to conclude activities consisting of a visit to their 

sarden, a discussion of new life, and the composition of 

a litany with the refrain "We Thank Thee, 0 God.n3 A 

conversation evaluation of activities of the unit 

stimulates thankfulness for these experiences. This is 

voiced by using verses of Psalm 122, arid the response, 

"I Will Sing to the Lord."4 

The third stanza of the song, ttTell Me the 

Stories of Jesus,'' forms a climax to activities associated 

with the prayer following the story .• 5 

• • • • • • 
1. Part IV of Course II, p. 435 
2. Part I of Course II, p. 57 
3. Part I of Course II, p. 61 
4. Part I of Course II, p. 80 
5. Part III of Course II, p. 266 
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In Unit Vt (Prom Sea to Shining Sea) the study 

is about the different kinds of children in the United 

States. The group is encouraged to make a poster of 
I 

Jesus and these children to conclude their work in this 

unit. The second stanza of "Tell Me the Stories of 

Jesus 11 is Sl ng at the completion of the poster to aid 

the children to a deeper undo~standing of the truth they 

1 have been seeking to portray. 
( 

"God Who 11ade the Earthu is sung as a climax 

to the story, ''Water in a Desert," and to the picture 
2 study of that experience. 

3. Expression of Worship 

a. To Heighten Prayer Experience 

Five different songs are used as prayer songs 

in Course II (itvork and Worship in the Church). They are; 

nGiving Thanks," 11J:I'or T-his, My Home," "Lord of' the Sunlight," 

"Morni}l'g Hymn," and "For a Smiling Baby." "Giving Thanks» 

and "For This, My Homett are used as closing prayers. In 

most instances these songs are sung as an expression of' 
\ 

praise in a spontaneous worship experience. It is usually 

stated that the songs'may be used if the children feel the 

thankfulness and joy expressed in the song. This moment 

of spontaneous worship seems to be the goal of many of tbe 

activities. 

• • • • • • 

1. Part III of Course II, p. 349 
2. Part IV of Course II, p. 412 
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During the introduction of the song, "The Song 

of the Bread," in session one of Unit VII (Learning That 

God Knows and Meets Our Daily Needs), the first stanza of 

the "Mornign Hymn" is sung softly as a prayer.l 

In making plans for an Easter worship service 

the children discover that they lack something in their 

plans .for the service. When the leader sings "Lord 

of the Sunlight," they recognize that this meets their 

need and insert it in their program as the closing prayer. 

Later, wlule the group is c~ecking their plans for this 

service, the leader helps them to understand why they 

think this song is suitable for use as a prayer in their 
2 service. 

ttwhy V!/e Keep Christmas•' is not used as a prayer, 

but it is wng immediately after a prayer expressing 

appreciation for the experience at Christmas and for 

Jesus who gave us Christmas.3 

"Every Morning Seems to Sayn is not a prayer 

song, but it is used to motivate a prayer of gratitude 

for clothes~4 

b. To Center Thoughts on God's Goodness 

Songs are used to center thoughts on God's 

goodness more than for any other purpose in this course. 

• • • • • • 

1. Part IV of Course II, p. 400 
2. Part II of Course II, p. 242, 252 
3. Part I of Course II, p. 119 
4• Part IV of Course II, p. 419 
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"I Will Sing to the Lordu is employed through

out this course as a means of lii.ting a response of joy 

and appreciation to the level of worship. In the second 

session of Unit I (WoriY: and ·worship in the Church), it 

is suggested as a appropriate song to use for spontaneous 

worship during an activity of that unit.1 It is printed 

on the. pupil's Primary Bible Folder for session three and 

introduced to the music group during that period.2 

However, another group is already singing it for sponta

neous worship in their activity. It is sometimes sung by 

this group as they work.3 The words to this song are 

from Psalm 104: 33. They are: 

"I will sing to the Lord as long as I livel 
I will sing to the Lord as long as I live1tt4 

These words are sung to express the joy of sharing at 

Thanksgiving5 and other times; 6 to express happiness as 

the group gathers around the Christmas tree;7 to express 

gladness in the realization that the Jewish children love 

and worship God, too;8 and to express appreciation for 

God•s plan for homes.9 

• • • • • • 

1. Part I of Course II, p. 43 
2. Part I of Course II, p. 52 
3. Part I of Course II, p. 48 
4. Folder No. 3 
5. Part I of Course II, p. 86 
6. Part III of Course II, P• 382 
7. Part I of Course II, p. 119 
8. Part II of Course II, p. 206 
9. Part II of Course II, p. 200 
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"God Gives the Year" is used three times to 

center thoughts on God's goodness in Unit IV (Learning 

That God is Dependable). Though this song is not learned 

by the group until the spring, the stanza concerning 

autumn leaves is sung by the leader in the fall to the 

group workirng on autumn leaves •1 In the spring, this 

song is sung by the children as they work on a frieze 

suggested by the song and as part of a prayer experience.3 

c. Gives Experience of the "Worship of Quietnesstt 

In session one of Unit I (Work and Worship 

in the Church), suggestions are given for the general 

procedure that should be followed in a Church School 

session. These suggestions, however, are adapted 

particularly to this session. One of these recommendations 

is a "time for quietness." In this instance music is 

used to give the experience of "the worship of quietne-ss .n 

~he sugeestions'are: 

ttThe teacher may speak of one reason for 
liking the church, that it makes us rested, 
quiet and peaceful inside just to be quiet 
there. Gounod's ttAngelus" may be played 
as the children sit for a few brief moments 
with hands anq4bodies relaxed in the worship 
of quietness.u 

4. Personal Application of Teaching 

The title of this course indicates that much 

• • • • • • 

1. Part I of Course II, p. 43 
2. Part II of Course II, P• 237 
3. Part II of Course II, p. 344 
4. Part I of Course II, p. 33 
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of the teaching shall seek to direct the children to an 

experience of worship. The discussion preceding this has 

revealed that music has been used effectively toward 

accomplishing this end. The song, "I Will Sing to the 

Lord," and the prayer songs have aided the children to 

worship spontaneously in their daily experience. However, 

these songs which have been designed as an expression of. 

worship have not been listed as a personal application 

of the teaching. 

•Freinds of All n is the song most frequently 

used to voice a personal application of the teaching. 

The words are: 

"Friends of all we'd like to be 
In our work and play; 
Each one giving of his best, 
Each one sharing with the rest 
In a friendly way, 1 In a friendly way." 

The song is printed on the pupil's folder with a 

suggestion that they "try to find new friends and new 

ways to be friendly." 2 It is sung to personalize the 

application of two stories and to stress the personal 

application of projects in three units.3 

In session six of Unit I (Work and Worship in 

the Church), "What the Church Bells Say" is sung to aid 

the children to do the work of the Church together.4 

"For This, My Homett is used as a "petition to 

• • • • • • 

1. Primary Bible Jblder, No~ 29 
2. Part III of C~rse II, P• 331 
3. Part III of Course II, p. 360 
4. Part I of Course II, p. 74 
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1 ttl make home a loving, happy pace. It is sung at the 

close of Unit III (Our Homes and Bible Homes). 

The second stanza of ttMorn~g, Hymn" is sung 

prayerfully to personalize the teaching of the story.2 

D. Correlation Music with Other Phases of Program 

1. Correlation with Specific Materials 

a. The Story 

The songs used in this course are correlated 

with the story in twenty-three sessions of the year; in 

three instances two songs are used in one session. 

Thirteen cases are of songs that have been used either to 

prepare for the story or to enrich the story. The 

remaining instances are of songs that have been used to 

motivate activity, to center thoughts of God's goodness, 

and to personalize the application of the teaching. 

Fifteen different songs are correlated with a 

story in these quarterlies. "Tell ~e the Stories of 

Jesus" is correlated with six stories; "Friends of All 11 is 

correlated with foUl.. stories;. "Every Morning Seems to 

Say" is· correlated with two stories; the following are 

correlated with one; "What the Church Bells Say," uwhy 

~Ve Keep Christmas," "He is Sleeping in a IVianger,n 11 The 

• • • • • • 
1. Part II of Course II, p. 213 
2. Part IV of Course II, p. 450 
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Father's Care,tt "A Seed Song,n ttGod Who Made the Earth," 

and ttMorning Hymn.n 

b. The Picture Study 

In this course there are twelve instances of 

the correlation of the song and the picture study. These 

songs are used to introduce the picture study, to enrich 

the picture study, to prepare for the story, and to 

motivate a project. In one case the picture is part of 

the approach to the song used to motivate a project. 

The first stanza of ttTell Me the Stories of Jesus" is 

correlated with a picture study more often than any 

other song. It is correlated with a picture study five 

times while the other songs are correlated with a 

picture study one time. These songs are: uwhat the 

Church Bells Say," "He is Sleeping in a Manger," "I Will 

Sing to the Lord," "For This, My Home," "The Home'God 

Gave to Me," "God Gives the Year,u nin the Early Morning," 

and "Friends of All." 

c. The PrJiyer 

The five songs used as prayer in this course 

will not be considered as correlated with a prayer when 

they are themselves used as the prayer. However, there 

is no instance when these prayer songs are correlated 

with a spoken prayer. 

The songs which are correlated with a prayer 
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are hereby listed according to the number of times they 

have been correlated with a prayer. The first is three 

times> the second, is two times, and each of the others is 

one time. In order they are: "F1riends of All, tt uEvery 

Morning Seems to Say,u "The Father's Care," "God Gives 

the Year," and nwhy We Keep Christmas." Each of these 

contains the same ideas incorporated in the corresponding 

prayers and thus tends to make the prayer more mea~ingful. 

In tbis course there are five instances of the 

correlation of a song with a Scripture verse. A different 

song is used in each case. 

The song, rtGiving Thanks" is correlated with 

verses of Scripture that tell us Jesus is our teacher, 

helper, and friend. This thought is introduced to the 

group through a conversation concerning two lines of the 

third stanza of 11 Giving Thanks.n They are: 

"Thank God who gave us Jesus, 

Our teacher, helper, friend.ttl 

After the Scripture passages are read, the song is sung as 

a prayer.2 

"The Home God Gave Men is correlated with a 

verse of Scripture stating a principle that it is 

necessary to follow in order to achieve the love and 

• • • • • • 

l. Part I of Course II, p. 101 
2. Part I of Course II, p. 102 



-81-

happiness mentioned in the scng.1 The verse is: 

"Be at peace among yourselves.u (I Thessalonians 5: 13} 

"God Gives the Yearn is correlated with 

Genesis 8: 22: "While the earth remaineth, seedtime and 

harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and 

day and night shall not cease." 

nTell Me the Stories of Jesus" is sung to 

introduce the application of the story. F'ollowing this 

a Scripture verse stating the same teaching is used. 

The song, "I Need God's Help," and the Scripture 

verse, "It makes one happier to give than to be given 

to," are used to motivate discussion concerning the 

joy of giving. 

e. The Poem 

Music is correlated with one poem in this course. 

In session four of Unit II (Why We Keep Christmas} the 

song, "I Will Sing to the Lord," and the poem, "When 

Christmas Time is Here," are used together to express 

Christmas joy.2 

2. Correlation with Experience 

a. The Discussion 

Though music is seldom used to motivate a 

discussion in this course, it is correlated with the 

discussion in a number of instances. 

• • • • • • 

1. Part II of Course II, p. 157 
2. Part I of Course II, P• 119 
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Music that is correlated with the discussion 

is used for the following purposes: to initiate a unit, 

to create the desired atmosphere, to prepare for the 

story, to motivate simple discussion, to form a climax, 

to center thoughts on God's goodness, and to personalize 

the application of the teaching. 

Songs that are correlated with the discussion 

are: "What the Church Bells Say," "I Will Sing Unto the 

Lord," uThe HoJp.e God Gave Me.n 

b. The Project 

Music is correlated with projects in each 

of the nine units. These songs and musical selections 

are used for the following purposes: to center thoughts 

on God's goodness, to motivate activity, to personalize 

the application of the story, to stimulate recall of 

previous teaching, to initiate the session, to initiate 

the unit, and to form the climax. 

The songs are: 11 I Will Sing to the Lord," 

ttGod_ Gives the Year,n "What the Church Bells Say,n 

"Away in a Manger, u "The Home God Gave to Me,n "Spring 

Songtt by Mendelssohn, "Friends of All,n ttHere We Go 

'Round the Mulberry Bush," ttTell Me the stories of Jesus," 

and uEvery Morning Seeras to Say .u However, any of the 

songs used during the year may be included since an 

illustrated song book is made. 
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E. Teaching Methods Suggested 

1. Suggestions for Study_ of Song 

a. Approach 

In session one of Unit I (Work and Worship 

in the Church), nwhat the Church Bells Say" is introduced 

as the children receive the Primary Bible Folder. The 

leader asks if their family has a piano and calls attention 

to the song on the folder. She suggests that the ro ng 

gives ideas of why we have churches and that she would 

like a report on these next Sunday.1 

"Why We Keep Christmastt is introduced in the 

first session of Unit II (We Keep Christmas) as follows: 

"We have a new song that tells the same thing 
we have been talking about today. Repeat the 
entire song as if you were telling a story. 
'I shall sing it now. See if i~u think the 
music fits the song's words.• 

No special approach is needed for the song, 

"The Home God Gave to Me.n All the activities prec:eding 

the introduction of the song have both interpreted and 

stimulated the spirit of the song; the music is the 

familiar Londonderry air. After a conversation about 

homes, the song is sung to the children.3 

The approach to the song, "For This, My Home,n 

• • • • • • 
1. Part I of Course II, p. 30 
2. Part I of Course II, p. 102 
3. Part II of Course II, p. 150 
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is connected with the story, "Ruth in Bethlehem,n by the 

foll~;ing introduction: 

ttRuth worked hard to make her home a. happy 
one. A home is a happy place, when each one 
does his part and is happy to do it. 
There are other things which make a home a 
happy place, too. Families may have good 
times together so long as they are kind in 
their .fun. .Can you thinf of other things 
that make a happy home?" 

The song, "God Gives the Year," is introduced 

in a session entitled "God Gives the Year.tt The two 

stories, the discussion, the project, and the folder 

emphasize God's gift of the season. After the group 

has discussed the stories they are given the Primary 

Bible Folder and asked to repeat Genesis 8: 22. Then 

the leader sings or repeats the four stanzas of "God 

Gives the Year.u The children are asked to match each 

of these stanzas with its corresponding section of the 

frieze on pages and two of the folder.2 

After the story about Peter's experience at 

the home of Cornelius, the leader introduces "Friends of 

All" by saying: 

"We wish to be friends of all just as Peter 
learned to be. You see, Peter had always 
thought that God interest•itas just in people 
like himself. He had learned that God was 
interested in all kinds of people.n3 

• • • • • • 
1. Part II of Course II, P• 169 
2. Part II of Course II, p. 230 
3. Part III of Course II, P• 319 
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"For a Smiling Babyn is approached as follows: 

"Talk about how hard it is to wait for a baby 
to be big enough to play and how one must 
understand what the baby needs rather than what 
the older child wished from the baby. Stress, 
'The baby is weak, the little child gats tired 
quickly. He needs to sleep, to be quiet and ~ 
to be cared for gently.• Use the Bible verse, 

•we must help those who are weak.' Talk 
about being brothers and sisters. 'Show me 
one way a big brother and sister helps. I'll -
try to guess what you are doing.• The children 
act out helpful ways and the teacher guesses. 
'You can be big brothers and sixters to the 
nursery class at church. Show me how.• The 
play is continued. 
'Sing the prayer hymn "For a Smiling Baby."l 

As the children arrive at the first session 

of Unit VII (Learning That God Knows and Me~ts Our 

Daily Needs) they are encouraged to examine the different 

stages of the product from which bread is made. These 

objects. or pictures of them are held up as "The Song of 

the Bread" is sung to the group. Following this, 

nMorning Hymntt is sung as a prayer.2 

"Every Morning Seems to Saytt is introduced 

by reading the first stanza to the children and encour

aging them to mention something happy on the way for them.3 

The secong stanza to the above song is 

approached through showing a picture of a night scene 

and telling a short story about it. Then the second 

• • • • • • 
1. Part III of Course II, p. 370 
2. Part IV of Course II, P• 400 
3. Part IV of Course II, P• 409 
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stanza is sung.1 

b. Interpretation 

After 1'V'iha t the Church Bells. Say" has been 

sung to the children, its meaning is discussed with them. 

Attention is called to the purpose or the church and to 

the people that are welcome there. In order to appreciate 

more fully the meaning or the phrase,·"rriendly bells 

are chiming," a visit to hear and see the chimes is 

planned.2 

The introduction to nwhy We Keep Christmas" 

succeeds a conversation that interprets it. They are 

connected by the statement, "We have a new song that 

tells the same thing we have been talking about to~ay."3 

Also, it is interpreted by the activity which it 

motivates. 4 

"The Home God Gave to Me" is interpreted 

through the picture study, story, and converstaion 
5 preceding the introduction to the song. 

In addition to the interpretation included in 

the approach to the song, 11For This 1 My Home / 1 the first 

group is led to discover through its musical setting that 

• • • • • • 
1. Part IV of Course II 1 p. 414 
2. P~rt II of Course II, P• 150 
3. Part I of Course II, P• 102 
4. Part I of Course II, P• 103 
5. Part II of Course II, p. 150 
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it is a prayer.1 

The song, "God Gives the Year," is interpreted 

through all the activities of the session. It is made 

especially meaningful through the Scripture and frieze.2 

The children are helped to understand nour 

Father's Care•t through the explanation following the 

story; the prayer following the song, the project and 

the ;following statement: "our country is a big one with 

many kinds of children in it. God is interested in 
3 

everyone of them. 

In the song, "Every Morning Seems to Say," 

the words "something happy on the way" are interpreted 

by requiring the children to trace the way in which each 

thing that has been mentioned as ttsomething happy on 

jhe way" is an evidence of the planning of God.4 

A night scene accompanied by a suitable story, 

Brahm's "Lullaby," a discussion of pleasant things 

connected with the dark, the second stanza o:f nNight 

Magic," the question, 11Why do we have night?u and the 

Scripture verse, ttThe day is thine, the night is thine,u 

are used to interpret "something happy" in the second 

stanza of ttEvery Morning Seems to Say.n5 

• • • • • • 

1. Part II of Course II, p. 169 
2. Part II of Course II, p. 230 
3. Part III of Course II, p. 319 
4. Part IV o:f Course II, p. 409 
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c. Preliminary Learning 

ttwhat the Church Bells Saytt is playing first in 

order that they may see if it sounds like bells ringing. 

Then the words are sung by the leader. After a discussion 

of the words the song is sung again by the leader. A 

game is played by "recalling' a phrase and then singing 

it until the entire song is reproduced by the children."1 

The words of nwhy Vle Keep Christmas" are 

repeated by the leader as though a story were being 

told. They are sung by her as the children listen to 

see if the music fits the words. Following this, they 

attempt to tell the story by accompanying her the second 

time she sings the song. A game is made of the drill 

that follows. The leader asks them to choose their 

favorite part of the song. As they choose, the stanza 

containing this part is sung.2 

The words to the prayer hymn, "For This, My 

Home," are repeated and sung by the leader before the 

children are asked to sing it with her. A brief 

discussion of the nature of the song leads the group to 

use it as a prayer.3 The words are used as a prayer in 

the preceding session. 

• • • • • • 
1. Part I of Course II, p. 31 
2. Part II of Course II, p. 102 
3. Part II of Course II, p. 169 
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Since each of the four s~anzas of "God Gives 

the Yearn are equally important, particular attention is 

given to the words. In addition to matching the stanzas 

with corresponding sections·of a frieze, the group 

interested in music finds Bible verses to match each 

stanza and pantomines seasonal activities in turn for 

the group to guess.1 

"Friends of Allu is sung twice by the leader 

before the group is asked to play the game of recalling· 

the song phrase by phrase until the entire song has been 

sung. An explanation of the words is given after the 

song is sung once.2 

The wurds to "The/Song of the Bread" are 

printed on a poster with objects replacing some of the 

words.3 

The second stanza of "Every Morning Seems to 

Say" is"read to the group and they are 

"something happy on the way" for them. 

sung the first time, they are told 

evidence o•f God's plans. The song 

2. Suggestions for Learning Song 

a. Drill 

to 

is 

• • • • • • 

1. Part II of Course II, p. 231 
2. Part III of Course II, p. 319 
3. Part IV of Course II, P• 400 
4. Part IV of Course II, p. 409 

asked to name 

After the song 

trace these to an 

sung once more.4 

is 
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No drill is suggested for learning the songs 

in this course other than the game of recalling phrases 

included in the preliminary learning. The music group 

acts as a choir to assist the others in learning the new 

songs.l The children are given the opportunity to gather 
I 

around the piano during the .,pre-session period to sing 

the new songs in the unit.2 

b. Meaningful Use of Song. 

The songs int.roduced in this course are learned 

as they are used meaningfully during the session. The 

psalm response, "I Will Sing to the Lord," is used for 

spontaneous worship during a group activity before it is 

introduced to the entire group.3 It is used all through 

the year in connection with various activities ttto lift 

the emotional response to the level of worship."4 

Frequently throughout the session, the prayer songs are 

used as a prayer in the session that they are taught. 

Occasionally they are used as a prayer before they are 

introduced as a song. 
5 

Since the new songs in a unit 

are clo,.sely related to the emphasis of that unit., they are 
often sung by the children as they work on the project.6 

• • • • • • 
1. Part I of Course II, P• 52 
2. Part I of Course II, P• 41 
3. Part I of Course II, P• 43 
4. Part I of Course II, P• 45 
5. Part I of Course II, P• 163 
6. Part I of Course II, P• 37, 110, 112, 114 
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These songs are used for special occasions such as a visit 

to the minister,1 a visit from the church grandmother,2 

and a trip-out-of-doors. 3 

3. Suggestions for Making Song a Part of Experience 

a. Activitw Motivated by Song 

A visit to see and hear the chimes played, 4 

booklets made by the music group,5 and the poster, "What 

a Church is For,u6 are motivated by the song, "What the 

Church Bells Say." 

The song, "Why We Keep Christmas," motivates a 

visit to an institution such as a hospital to see a work 

of mercy that is in the world today because Jesus came 

to earth.'! 

A dramatization of the activities of the various 

members of the family is suggested by the song, "For This, 

My Home."8 

The crdldren are stimulated to make a frieze 

of the seasons through the study of the song, "God Gives 

the Year."9 In the process of planning the frieze the 

group decides to take a trip out-of-doors to see the 

• • • • • • 

1. Part I of Course II, P• 58 
2. Part II, of Course II, p. 193 
3. Part I, of Course II, p. '79 
4. Part I of Course II, P• 31 
5. Part i of Course I, p. 44 
6. Part I of Course I, p. 52 
7. Part I of Course II, p. 103 
8. Part II of Course II, P• 179 
9. Part II of Course II, p. 230 
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evidences of new life.1 

A frieze illustrating the song., "Friends of 

All, 11 is made by the music group. 

Suggestions are given for an activity to help 

the children learn'the song, nFor a Smiling Baby.n 

Pictures of babies including the large teaching pictures 

of the· unit are arranged on a picture rail or screen. 

Above the collection ot pictures is placed a long strip 

of manila paper on which the group have printed the 
2 words of the songs with crayon. 

The words of nA Song of Breadu are printed on 

a large sheet of cardboard by the children. Some of the 

words are replaced by objects such as a bag of flour or 

a slice of bread.3 

b. Carry Over Into Home 

The new songs are printed on the Primary 

Bible Folder for use in the home. coupled with many 

of the songs are suggestions for the children to follow. 

Usually these assist the children to apply the teaching 

in the .:-e:;eng to their everyday experience. 

The children are told to draw pictures to 

illustrate each line of the song, "What the Church Bells 

• • • • • • 
1. Part II of Course II, p. 231 
2. Part III of Course II, p. 375 
3. Part III of Course II, p. 400 



-93-

Say.u The lines are: 

11 The friendly bells are chiming 
In church tow'r tall and gray; 
'Come# fathers, mothers, children, 
To church' they seem to say •. 

ttcome, pray and sing with gladness, 
Come, learn of God's work to do; 
Come, all good friends and1playmates. 
A welcome waits for you.' n 

Above the song, "I Will Sing to the Lord, u 

are printed the words: 

·~ou can sing this song when you are very happy 
and when you think of God and his goodness and· 
his plans for people. You can sing it as you 
are busy and happy at church. You can sing it 
when someone makes you happy. The words come 
from the Bible.2 It is what we call a song of 
praise to God." 

The question, "H~v can you help to make your 

own home full of love and happiness and cheer?" is asked 

in connection with the song "The Home God Gave to .Me.n 

The words to the song are: 

"I know a place, no other one is quiet so dear, 
'Tis filled with love and happiness and cheer, 
And in that place I 1m thankful and conten~ to be, 
For it is home, the home God gave to me." 

Appropriate Bible verses and pictures of children's 

activities corresponding with the four seasons of the year 

are printed on the folder with the song, "God Gives the 

Year,u .for the children to match.4 

The words to the song, "F'riends of All, n are: 

• • • • • • 
1. Primary Bible Folder, No 1 
2. Primary Bible :B'older, No 3 
3. Prin1-<~'¥ Bible Folder, No 14 
4. Primary Bible Folder, No 23 
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ttFriends of all we'd like to be 
In our work and play; 
Each one giving of his best, 
Each one sharing with the rest 
In a freindly way, 1 lEn-e. friendly way.u 

Printed above the song unde~ the caption ~Something to 

Dott are the. words: "Try to find new friends and new ways 

to be friendly." 

Space is alloted above the song, "Every Morning 

Seems to Say 1 tt for the children to draw something 

"happy on the waytt for them.2 

F• Summary 

From this study of the closely gra~ed series 

for seven-year-olds published by the Methodist Church, 

it was found that the songs used included twenty-eight 

mngs for the children to sing, and two songs and three 

instrumental selections for the children to hear. 

Though these songs covered a variety of experiences, 

special emphasis was pla~ed upon praise to God for his 

goodness to us. 

It was discovered that music was used for the 

purpose of stimulating other activities, enriching other 

activities, expressing worship and personalizing the 

application of the teaching. Other activities were 

stimulated by emplo&ting music to ini tie. te the unit, 

• • • • • • 

1. Primary Bible Folder, No. 29 
2. Primary Bible Polder, No. 41 
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to initiate the session to create the desired atmosphere, 

to prepare for the story, to motivate discussion, to 

motivate a project, and to recall previous learning. 

Activities enriched by the song were the story and the 

picture study in particular. Through using the song to 

form a climax in a session or in an activity of a session 

other activities such as the project were enriched. Music 

was used to express worship through employing it to 

heighten the prayer experience, to center thoughts on 

God's goodness, and to give the experience of ttworship 

of quietness." 

Music was found to be closely correlated with 

other phases of the program. In materials used, it was 

correlated with the story in twenty-three sessions, the 

picture study in twelve sessions, the prayer in eight 

sessions, and the Scripture in five sessions. In the 

realm of experiences, music was correlated with the 

discussion in ten sessions and with the project in 

twenty-five sessions. 
-

In the teaching methods suggested for learning 

a new song, it was discovered that in each instance the 

study of the song either enriched or stimulated other 

activities in the session and was not a separate entity in 

itself. Suggestions for the study of a new song provided 

for the approach to the song, the interpretation of the 

song and the preliminary learning of the song. Th~y 
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were made a part of experience through activities 

motivated by the songs and through suggestions printed 

on the Primary Bible Folder for the use of the songs 

in th~ home. 
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CHAPTER IV 

THE USE OF MUSIC IN THE SCRIPTURE PRESS 

PRib~RY DEPARTMENTAL GRADED QUARTERLIES 

A· Introduction 

The material to be investigated in the study 

of this chpater will be the primary quarterlies for the 

year 1944 of the All Bible Graded Series of Sunday 

School Lessons, published by the Scripture Press. This 

ex~aination will begin with the quaterly for January, 

F·ebruary., and March and continue through the year. 

The facts found concerning the use of music 

in these quarterlies will be presented in the form of 

a chart and will be discussed in ter.ms of the songs 

used, the purpose discovered, the correlation with 

other phases of the program, and the teaching methods 

suggested. In this course separate sessions are 

organized about certain themes, there being thirteen 

themes throughout the year. These are not numbered. 

However, on the chart and in the following discussion, 

they will be referred to as first, second, third, etc. 

B. Songs Used 

In the primary quarterlies published by the 

Scripture Press for the year 1944, a total of ~venty-one 

different songs are suggested. Twelve of this number 

are employed in more than one unit: 11My F'riend n is used 
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in eight of the thirteen units planned for the year; 

"Gathered in His Uame 11 is used in seven units; "That's 

Why I Love Him" and "Holy is the Lord11 are used in six 

units; 11 He Cares for Ma0 is used in five units; "Enter 

Into His Gateau and 0 This is the Dayu are used in four 

units; n.All Things Bright and Beautifulu and "When 

You Prayn are used in three units; ttpraise Him, 11 nEvery 

Good Gi.ftn and nBethlehem Lullabyu are used in two units. 

The songs selected for the year 1944 do not 

cover a variety of experience. The Christian experience 

of salvation is especially emphasized while there is no 

mention of social rela tiona. Though there is a EO ng of 

three long stanzas about prayer, only two songs may be 

sung as a prayer and they are inadequate for most 

situations. Other songs employed are songs about Jesus, 

about God, about His creation, and quotations o.f Scripture. 

c. Purposes Discovered 

In these quarterlies the only mention of music 

is during the worship service at the beginning of the 

session. It has been difficult to determine the purpose 

for which each song has been employed since in many 

instances several songs have been listed at either the 

beginning or the close· of the worship service. However, 

in some cases it is evident that the song or songs are 

sung at the beginning to call the group to worship. 
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Songs used for this purpose are: "The Lord is in His 

Holy Temple 1 tt "This is the Day .. u and "Gathered in His 

Name.u The discussion during the worship service is 

frequently either motivated or enriched through the 

singing of a song. Psalm twenty-four is enriched through 

the song1 ~ho Shall Ascend?" An activity motivated 

by this Psalm is enriched through the singing of the 

song 1 "All Things Bright and Beautiful." 

Since'the remaining purposes for which the 

songs are used in the worship service do not consist of 

examples outstanding enough to merit discussion 1 they 

will merely be listed. They are: to enrich the Scripture 

passage, to heighten the prayer experience., to center 

thoughts on God's goodness 1 to impart information, to 

personalize the application of the teaching 1 to really 

recall previous learning 1 to aid the individual to accept 

Christ as his personal Savior1 and to heighten the 

worship experience. The pUrpose mentioned last has been 

included in order to designate a purpose for those 

songs that seemed to be used with no other intention. 

D. Correlation of Music With Other Phases of Program 

Since the songs in these quarterlies are used 

only in the worship service 1 they are seldom correlated 

With material or experiences other than those included 
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in the worship service. This service usually consists 

of a conversation enriched by music, Scripture, pictures, 

or a story. occasionally the service is centered in a 

story, picture study, or Scripture passage. In the 

majority of instances the songs used are correlated with 

at least a part of the worship service ahd on a few 

occasions they are correlated with other materials and 

experiences in the session. though not directly. The 

song, "He Cares for Me,n is correlated with both the worship 

service and the lesson material in the six sessions of 

the unit in which it is introduced. 

E. Teaching Methods Suggested 

1. Suggestions for Study of Song 

a. The Approach 

In most instances the leader is given a definite 

approach to use in teaching the new songs sugg~sted in 

these quarterlies. 

The song, "He Cares for Me," is introduced at 

the close of the worship service in the first session or· 

the unit designated by the theme, "God the Protector.u 

The approach to this sang is through a discussion of the 

Heavenly Father's Care for the birds. The leader holds 

a picture of a robin ~bd another teacher holds a picture 

of a sparrow as they apreak the following words for their 
respective birds: 
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11 Said the Robin of the Sparrow, 
•I should really like to know 

Yvhy these anxious human beings 
Rush about and worry so.• 

nsaid the Sparrow to the Robin, 
'Friend, I think t~~t it must be 

That they have no heavenly Father 1 such as cares for you and me.•u 

Then two children are premitted to hold the pictures and 

speak for the birds. Following this the leader describes 

how sparrows are caught and sold in Palestine for food 

at the low price of ten sparrows for a penny. By connect

ing this with the Scripture passage, Matthew 10: 29-31 1 

she leads the children to a deeper realization of God 1 s 

care for them~ and prepares them to sing, "He Cares 

for Men from their hearts. 

The song, "Holy is the Lord,n is introduced 

through two questions asked by the leader. They are: 
11Is anyone here in this room perf'ectly holy?" Who and 

what are holy? This new song will tell you .u2 

The approach to the song, "When You Pray,n is a 

discussion of what one would say to God in connection 

with speci~ic experiences during the day, which are 

pictured for the children.3 

nwho Shall Ascendtt is approached through a 

review of the story, uBringing the Ark to Jerusalem,n a 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly for January 1 Hebruary'l March, 1944, p. 6 
2. Quarterly for January, February, March, 1944, p.39 
3. Quarterly for ,lpril, May, June, 1944, p. 38 
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flannelgraph lesson on the twenty-fourth Psalm, and the 

song, "Holy is the Lorti."l. 

uThe Lord is in His Holy Temple" is introduced 

by the statement: nThe piano is playing the music of a 

Bible verse that you know. Can you guess which verm 

it is?n2 

The introduction to the song, "If God Be 

For Us, 11 is as follows: 

" .A regiment of American troops was marching 
down Main Street, step-step, tramp-tramp, 
step~step. To the crowd gathered along the 
streets all the men looked alike, standing 
straight and tall in their khaki uniforms. 
But as God looked upon them and saw their 
hearts within, they were very different. He 
saw three kinds of men. First He saw those 
who felt bitter and cross who thought, "What's 
the use of living anyway?~ Then there were those 
who thpught, 11 I wish I knew God, and that He 
would take care of me.u But there were also 
those who were singing to themselves this song. 
(Sing the new song as far as final response, 
"No one, noJone, no one.") As the piano plays 
the end of the song, can you guess what the 
words might be? We hear two little words 
repeated three times. This, then, is the whole 
song which the Christian soldier boys were 
humming to ~hemselves. (Sing it in its 
entirety.) u 

!'This. is the Day" is sung to call the group 

to worship in the first session of the fall quarter. 

After the verse 1 "I was glad when they said unto me, Let 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly for July, August, September, 1944, p~ 17 
2. Quarterly for July, August, September, 1944, P• 37 
3. Quarterly for July, August, September, 1944, P• 58 
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us go into the house of the Lord~n is repeated by the 

leader 1 the group is led through conversation to an 

appreciation of the Lord's day. 
1 

The approach to the song 1 nEvery Good Gift," 

is as follows: 

n.As one class after another comes to the front 
to give your offering to the Lord, each of you 
may tell us for which of His good gifts you are 
especially thankful tlus morning. After each 
class has deposited your money, I shall give 
you an offering verse from God's Book. 
(Repeat the six offering verses from the memory 
course on the first page.) George, will you 
find the largest coin that was placed in the 
basket? To us this quarter dollar seems like 
the largest piece of money i to God a dime or 
a nickle or even a penny may seem larger. How 
can you explain that riddle? God's ways are 
higher than our waysj we look on the outside~ 
but He looks on the heart. Perhaps~ this 
quarter was not given cheerfully, or perhaps 
the boy had lots more to spend on himself. 
Can you figure out how this dime might have 
seemed larger than the quarter to God? 
1~7hich of these six verses do you think has 
been made into a lovely song for us to sing? 
Can you find these words in your Bibles? 
(James 1: 17a.) 11 ;::; 

b. The Interpretation 

In these quarterlies special attention is 

given to the interpretation of the new songs. 

In addition to the interpretation provided in 

the approach to the song, uHe Cares For Me 
1 

u this w ng is 

interpreted by leading quest ions during the preliminary 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly for October, November, December, 1944~ p. 5 
2. ·~uarterly for October, November, December, 1944, p. 37 
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learning of the EO ng. This disctl.ssion proceeds as 

follows: 

ttcould these words be used to speak about our 
earthly father's care? No, his care is not like 
the air. Why is our heavenly Father's care like 
the air? can you think of anything else that is 
always with us?1 Which words of the w ng do 
we sing twice~tt · 

These words are: "Is with me always, ev 1 rY\vhere.u 2 

Further interpretation is given to this song through the 

Bible stories, and a game used in tlus unit. 

The song, "Holy is the Lord," is introduced in 

the session following its interpretation. The worship 

service at the beginning of the session is introduced by 

an explanation of God•s holiness: 

uGod desires to care for and bless all of His 
children; but when they will not obey Him, He 
must punish them because He loves them and becauoo 
He is Holy. Being holy, God hates sin. Sin is 
exactly the opposite of holiness. I have made 
two cards--one which says "sin, u and one which 
says 11 holy.u I tried to make the cards show 
what the words mean. Which should be beautiful? 
Which should be ugly? What colors would represent 
each word? The letters for the word "holyu are 
most carefully cut out of expensive silver paper 
and pasted neatly on sparkling gold paper. It 
is hard to read the letters on the card; they 
are an ugly dark color, and they are placed 
·crooked on a dirty paper which is pasty and 
torn. Now can you feel how holy God is, and 
how He hates all sin? 
"on the board are several words and phrases· 
(happy, unhappy, selfish, unselfish, wicked, 
pure, clean, beautiful, evil, ugly, perfect, · 
God loves, God hates). As we read each .one, 

• • • • • • 
1. Quarterly for January, February, March, 1944, p. 6 
2. Quarterly for January, February, ]}larch, 19441 p. 79 
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let us match it with either the card that 
tt • u reads "holy11 or the card that says sJ.n. 

Aren't we glad that Jesus loves us and came to 
save us from our sinL Sing 11 That'f Why I 
Love Him" and "I 1m :Not Too Young. u 

Though nv.'hen You Pray" requires no direct 

interpretation, it is made meaningful through stories 

told by the leader during that unit.2 

The interpretation to the song, "speak, Lord,u 

is provided through the story of Samuel tqld in the 

previous session. 3 

The word, ttascend11 in the song, "Who Shall 

Ascend?" is replaced by the words ngo upn in order that 

the group may grasp the meaning of ascend. In learning 

the song, "Who Shall Ascend?" "go upn is used in place 

of the word ttascend.n Each time the song is sung a pictura: 

of a child doing somethi~right is held in front of the 

hand used in the flannelgraph lesson.4 The flannelgraph 

lesson on the twenty-fourth Psalm and the story, "Bringing 

the Ark to Jerusalem," provide a background for the ED ng 

that makes it unusually meaningful.5 

"The Lord is in His Holy Templen is made 

meaningful to the children by the following statement 

• • • • • • 

Quarterly for January, February, March~ 1944, p. 44 
Quarterly for April, May, June, 1944, p. 39, 43, 49 
Quarterly for April, May, June, 1944, p. 58 
Quarterly for April, May, June, 1944, p. 18 
Quarterly for July, August, September, 1944, p.14, 17 
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before the song is sung: npretend you are an orchestra 

softly calling God's people to worship as they enter 

His house. 

The children are helped to understand the song, 

"If' God Be For Us, tt by the following question and its 

answer: 

"How do we know whether or not God is f'or us? 
If we decide to accept His Son as our Saviour 
and live for Him, the Maker of heaven and 
earth and all His mighty angels are on our 
side. If' the Christian soldiers should be 
killed, the glories of heaven will be their's 
immediately\ As I sing the song again, think 
of a time this last week when you needed God 
to help you o2ercome that enemy---your own 
greedy self'." 

Though uThis is the Day11 is interpreted to the 

group through the conversation following the song in 

session one of the fall quarterly, it is made more 

meaningf'ul to them by its use in the following story: 

"As I jell this story, every time you hear 
the Bible verse about the Lord's day, sal it 
with me. "oh, goody, it's Sunday again 
cried Helen as she jumped out of bed. ftThis is 
the day which the Lord hath made; we will 
rejoice and be glad ilid:;t .u Sunday was different 
from all the other days. She put on pretty 
clothes that she seldom wore during the week. 
ttThis is the day •••••• u Dinner was better than 
ever and perpared mostly on Saturday, because, 
"This is the day •••••• u Only on Sunday did she 
read her special Bible story book with the 
large pictures. "This is the day ••••••••• n At 
night she went over to Grandmother's house 
while her parents went to church. ttThis is 
the day •••••• u;;5 

• • • • • • 
1. Quarterly f'or July, 4l!lsust, September, 1944, p. 37 
2. Quarterly for July, AU#USt., September, 1944, P• 58 
3. Quarterly for October, l'JoV'ember, December, 1944, p. 18 
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Also, verses of Scripture are used to imterpret 

"I shall read three verses from the Bible. 
one is about God's day, one about God's house 
and one about God's Book. (Write these ·three 
phrases on the blackboard.) The first time 
stand quietly when you haar the one about 
God's day (Pss. 119: 11 1 122: 1, 118: 24). 
This time stand when you hear the one about 
God's house (Pas. 118: 24; 122: 1). And this 
time, for God Book (Ps. 119: 11). Now as I say 
these same words, point to the words written 
on the blackboard if the verse speaks of God's 
day; hold up your Bible, if it speaks of God's 
Book, and stand by one of the doorg1of this 
room, if it speaks of God's house. 

The children learn the meaning of the phrase 

"Every good gift and every perfect gift" in the song by 

the same title, through a concrete example of this 

phrase and the insertion· of this example in the verse as 

follows: nAn apple is a good gift and a perfect gift 

which is from above and cometh down from the Father.u2 

c. The Preliminary Learning 

In general, the preliminary learning is 

presented in an interesting form of drill. 

Motions are suggested for the song, "He Cares 

for Me. .. The leader asks the children to follow them 

with her as she sings the song for the first time. While 

discussing the meaning of the words she leads them to 

discover that though the words of one phrase are sung 

twice they are not a true echo because the melody is changed. 

• • • • • • 

l. Quarterly for October, November, December, 1944, p. 18 
2. Quarterly for October, November, December, 1944, p. 38 
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Then the entire song is sung by the group with the exception 

of the repeated words which are played on the piano. 

The second time the song is sung by the group, one of 

the classes sing the part that is repeated.1 

As the children listen to the song, ttHoly Is 

the Lo.rd,u for the first time, they are expected to 

notic:e how many things are spoken of as "holy". The 

second time, they are told to count the number of times 

the word "holy" is sung. While the pianist plays one 

phrase at a time, the children are encouraged to supply 

thB words that go with each phrase. After this, the 

leader suggests that the group sing the first and last 

part of the song--the words 11 holyu three times at the 

beginning of the song and the word "amenn twice at the 

end--and she will sing the middle of the sang.2 

In introducing the song, 11Lord Speak,n the 

leader asks the boys and girls on the left half of the 

room to stand facing the wall while the others act as 

God's messangers by telling them Bible verses. Those 

facing the wall are given the opportunity to guess the 

name of the perS> n who has spoken. Each time a verse is 

repeated, the leader sings the song, "Speak Lord.• 

After the two groups change places, the same procedure 
3 is continued. 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly for January, Pebruary, March, 1944, p.6 
2. Quarterly for January, February, March 1944 p. 38 
3. Quarterly for April, May, June, 1944, ~. 61 ' 
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The words to the song, "Who Shall Ascend?" 

are made f'amiliar to the group through the story, uBringing 

the Ark to Jerusalem," told in the session preceding 

the introduction of' the song and the f'lannelgraph lesson 

on Psalm twenty-f'our used in the worship service in which 

the song is introduced. The children follow the motions 

suggested for the song bef~re they attempt to sing it.
1 

Before the song, "The Lord is in His Holy Templei1'' 
1 

is sung by the children, they are given the opportunity 

to hear the music four times. Their interest is held by 

the following procedure: 

"The piano is playing the music of a Bible 
verse that you know. Can you guess which 
verse it is? I am singing this time to Fred, 
who looks as if he is not thinking about the 
Lord. The notes in the last past of the s::> ng 
have marks over them {illustrate on blackboard). 
What do the marks mean? Listen to Miss Rill's 
violin cut these notes off sharply as she plays 
the song. Listen for perfect silence in two 
places near the end. Pretend you are an 
orchestra softly calling God's people to 
worship as they enter His houBe. How can you 
sing this verse?"~ 

The song, "If God Be Jl"'or Us" is sung three 

times ~y the leader whil~ she is introducing and inter

preting it.3 

After the words of the song, "Every Good Gift," 

are read and interpreted, the leader asks, "Is this new 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly for July, August, September, 1944, p. 14, 17 
2. Quarterly for July, August, September, 1944, P• 37 
3. Ante, P• 103 



-111-

song exactly like the Bible words?"1 She suggests, 

"This time I shall sing the words exactly as they are 

in the Bible, and let Miss Needham at the paino finish 

the song.ul .After the group has sung the Bible words 

with the leader, they sing the entire song with the 

assistance of the piano and leader. Then they are asked 

if they can sing it alone. 

2. Suggestions for Learning Song 

a. Drill 

At the close of the worship service in session 

following the introduction of a new song, there is a 

suggestion that the children continue learning the new 

song. However, the sonn~ is usually correlated with the 

worship service since it is evident that the songs have 

been chosen with the theme of the unit in mind. 

b. Meaningful Use of Song 

Nearly half the new songs are learned as they 

are used meaningfully in the worship service. 

uThis is the Day," uThe Lord is in His Holy 

Temple," and "Gathered in His Name" are learned as they 

are sung for a call to worship.2 

ttspeak Lord" is sung to aid the children to 

listen to the still small voice of the heavenly Father 

• • • • • • 

l. Quarterly for Ocjober, November, December, 1944, p. 38 
2. Quarterly for July, August, September, 1944, p. 46, 51 
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before they talk to Him.1 

"Every Good Gifttt is sung in the session 

following its introduction to remind the children to 

thank the heavenly F'a ther for His 'fine gifts to them •2 

3. Sugg~stions for Making Song a Part of Experience 

a. Activity Motivated by Song 

In these quarterlies no activities are 

motivated by the new songs learned. 

b. Carry-Over into Home 

There are few new songs printed on the pupil's 

leaflet, ttprimary Days" and none of these are accompanied 

with suggestions for using them in the home. However, 

on two occasions suggestions are given in the teacher's 

quarterly for the use of a particular song in the ho~e. 

ttHe Cares for Men is suggested as a helpful song to 

sing when one feels afraid.3 The children are told that 

if they sing "Every Good Gif'tn many times a day at home, 

it will remind them to thank God immediately for His 

gifts.4 

nHoly is the Lordu is brought into the experience 

of the child through the following conversation: 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

ttHow many things can we think of that are 
holy? Yea, the Holy Bible, the Lord and His 
name • What does God call it when :r:e ople use 
His holy name in swearing? Yes, swearing in 

• • • • • • 

Quarterly for October, November, Decenber, 1944, p. Quareerly for January, F'ebruary, March, 1944, P• 37 Quarterly for October, 1-iovember, December, 1944, P• Quai!lierly for October, November, December, 1944, P• 

43 

43 
44 
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God's sight is sin. What are you going to do 
this a:e·ternoon to make the Lord's day different 
from week days? Where do you {l:eep your Bible 
because it is God's holy Word which will not 
pass away even when heaven and earth are no 
more? How many tifes do you read it during 
the week at home. 11 

From the f'orego&ng it was found that the songs 

used were f'ew in number and limited in variety of experi

ences offered, in the purposes for which the songs were 

correlated, and in the material and experiences with 

which they were employed. Special attention was given to 

the study of new songs. The approach to the song, the 

~~terpretation of the song, and the preliminary learning 

of the song were clearly defined. Although opportunity 

for the drill of new songs was provided in many sessions, 

about half the songs were learned by meaningful use in 

later sessions. None of the songs were made a part of' 

experience through an activity motivated by them, and 

few were made a p3. rt of experience through carry-over 

into the home. In some of' the teaching instances 

quoted there tends to be an emphasis upon abstract 

theologioal and symbolic teaching, hardly related to the 

experience of the child. 

• • • • • • 

1. Quarterly for Jauary, February, March, 1944, p. 44 
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l. THEME: 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

GOD THE 
Into His 

THEME: GOD PUNISHHlG FOR 
1. Is the Lord 
2 • I s li'Jhy I 
3. I'm Not Too 
4. 

KEY TO 

SIN 

THEME: GOD'S FORGIVING SIN 
1. He Cares for Me 
2. I Love 
3. Lord 
4. 
5. 
s. 

THEME: CHRIST SAVING FROM SIN 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
a. Jesus Loves 

SPEJIKING TO GOD Hf PRAYER 
1. Pray 
2. in His 
3. That 1 s Why I Love liim 
4. Friend 
5. Must I do to Be Saved 
x. Songs 

THEME: GOD TO HIS CHILDREN 
l. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 

in His Name 
is ·the Lord 

I Love Him 

ON CH}lRT III* 

VIII. 
1. The Lord Is in His 
x. Praise 

IX. TJlEME: PLEAS GOD BY RIGHT DOING 

x. 

1. 
:z. 

Is in His 
is the Lord 

3. Who Ascend? 
4. Gathered in His 
5. 
6. s Gates 
x. 

THEME: ~JD'S HOUSE, GOD'S DAY 
1. This 
2. Jesus 
3. Praise Him, Praise Him 
4. AU Bright and 
5. 
6. in His Holy 

XI. THF..ME: PN.AYER .AND PRAISE 
1. This Is the Day 
2. The Lord Is in His Holy 
3. in His Name 
4. He Caras for Me 
5. Xy 
6. Every Good Gift 

XII. GOD*S HELPFUL XESSENGERS 
1. This Is the Day 
2. Gathered in His Name 
3. Is the Lord 
4. Gift 
5. Him 
6. Lullaby 

XIII. THE OF 
l. Is the Day 
2. in His 
3. Bethlehem Lullaby 
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CHAPTER V 

SU:MM.AR'f AND CONCLUSION 

Since some leaders of Clu•i s tian Education have 

had the conviction that music contributes definitely to 

the Christian education of primaries, the purpose of this 

study has been to discover the use of music in represent

ative Church School quarterlies in order to determine the 

effectiveness of the use of music in the Church School 

during the period of clrlldhood. To this end the closely 

graded quarter11.es published by the Methodist Church, 

the departmental graded quarterlies published by the 

Presbyterian Church U.s., and the departmental graded 

quarterlies published by the Scripture Press were selected 

for study. These were analysed in turn, the findings 

being recorded on a chart and discussed in terms of the 

songs used, the purposes discovered, the correla~lon 

of the music with other phases of the program and the 

teaching methods sv.ggested. 

In the qua:r•terlies e.xarnlned, it was found that 

the series published by the Presbyterian Church u. s. 
suggested fifty songs and eight instrumental ,,selections 

for use during the year, the series published by the 

Methodist Church suggested thirty songs for use during 

the year, and the se:r•ies published by the Scripture Press 

suggested twenty-one songs for use during the year. 

• • • • • • 
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Except for the Christmas carols, "Enter Into His Gates 

·1-n th Tha.nksgivingu was the only song suggested in each 

of the three series. However,., the ttme was not the same 

in each case. "Tell l1~e the Stories of Jesusn was suggested 

for use in the quarterlies of both the Presbyterian 

Church u. s. and the Methodist Church. In the 

quarterlies of both the Presbyterian Church U. S. and 

the Scripture Press, provision was made for the use of 

"Bethlehem Lullaby,n uPraise Himt Praise IIimln and uAll 

Things Bright and Beautiful.n The songs used by the 

Presbyterian Church U. s. and the Methodist Church 

covered a variety of experiences and were closely l"elated 

to the experiences of the c'b.J.ld. Those used by the 

Scripture Press were limited in the area.s of experience 

and many times were not adapted to the age level of the 

Primary cb.ild. 

The purpose, it was discovered, were much the 

same in the quarterlies of the PresbWterian Chunch u. s. 
and the quarteJ:•lies of the Methodist Church. The most 

outstanding contrast was in the use of the song to 

motivate a discussion and in the use of the song to 

motivate a project. Emphasis was placed on the use of 

the song to motivate discussion in the quarterlies of 

the Presbyterian Church U. S. and em.phasis was placed on 

the use of a song to motivate a project in the quarterlies 

of the I>:ethodist Chu1~ch. In the se1.,ies published by the 
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Scripture Press the purposes for which the songs were 

used were much different from those suggested by the 

above quarterlies. Songs were employed by the Scripture 

Press as a means to either enrich the worsrrlp service 

or to aid in the teaching embodied in the worsl1..ip service. 

In use of songs as an experience of worship, the series 

published by the thodist Church made the greatest use 

of the song to center thoughts on God 1 s goodness, and they 

gave the only suggestion for the use of music to aid the 

child to experience uthe worsr.ip of quietness .u Though 

five offering songs were suggested in the quarterlies 

published by the Pr•esbyterian Church U. S. in order to 

make the offering more worsh.ipful, none were suggested 

for this purpose by either of the other series. 

It was found that music was correlated with 

other phases of the progl'am most f'requen tly in the 

quarterlies of the Presbyterian Church u. S. and most 

seldom in the quarterlies of the Scr•ipture Press. In 

the series of both the Presbyte1•ian Church U. s. and the 

!;Iethodist Church the song v.ras correlated with the story 

more often than with any other material. In experiences~ 

the song was correlated with the discussion mo1•e often 

than with the project in the quarterlies of the Presbyterian 

Church U. S. and more often with the project than with 

the discussion in the quarterlies of the Methodist Church. 
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The methods for teaching a song~ it was 

found~ were clearly defined regarding the approach to the 

song~ the intez•p:retation of the song~ and the preliminary 

learning of the song in the Scripture Press quarterlies, 

w:b.ile those same steps were les::; definite in the 

quarterlies of both the Presbyterian Church u. S. and 

the Methodist Church because they were usually closely 

connected with other activities in the session. In the 

Scripture Press series drill was occasionally employed 

in order to learn the song, though it was never employed 

to a great extent in the other quarterlies. In the 

quarterlies published by the Methodist Church, the music 

group acted as a choir to assist the class in singing 

the songs. :Most of the songs in the quartel,lies of 

both the Presbyterian Church U. s. and the Methodist 

Church were learned as they were used meaningfully in 

the session and nearly half the songs of the Scripture 

Press quarterlies were learned as they were used meaning

fully in the session. The songs were frequently made a 

part of experience in the series published by the :Methodist 

Church through using the song to motivate a project and 

through printed suggestions on the Primary Bible Folder 
....__,_,_ --· . 

for the use of the song at home. In the series published 

by the Presbyterian Church u.S. and the series published 

by the Scripture Press, the songs are seldom made a part 

of experience though these avenues are open. However, 
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in the quarterlies of the Presbyterian U. s. they are 

brought into the experience of the child through effective 

use of the song during the session. 

From the foregoing it is evident that music 

is used effectively in the departmental graded material 

published by the Presbyterian Church u. s. and in the 

closely graded quarterlies of the Methodist Church, in that 

it is made a vital factor in a unified program, in that 

it is a means of enriching the meaning of other materi~ls 1 
and in that it is so selected and taught that it becomes 

a part of the child's experiences of every day life. 

Further.more, it has been found that the use of music in 

a quarterly is a definite indication of the quality of 

teaching suggested by that quarterly. 
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