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A. Reno'fG. of TOJOhiko Kagawa 

OV.t of the Oriet there comes a man who, by his passionate 

abaadonment to a great c:ause, is today one of the most promilum.t 

prophetic figures on the horizon of the world's life. "A Japanese 

St. Francis,•
1 ~!he Outstanding Spiritual Leader of the Orient,"2 

"One of the ~oat. amazing men of this generat1on,n3 • such comments 

as these are not uncommon from those who have seen him and know the 

work of TOJOhiko Kagawa. 

To the mind of Robert E. Speer, he 

•is one of the half-dozen outstanding Christian personalities 
of our day, lifted into a place of world-wide f~ by the very 
qualitiea which do not seek it - stmplicity, bumility, self~ 
sacrifice and love.•4 

Dr. Arthur J. Bro• says, •Pfobably the best known Cbristia~~. workers 

to4a.J are G~eutell, Schweitzer and Kagawa•"5 Dr. Bufus Jones is of 

the opinion that he 

"• •• is one of the striking phenomena of the Christian world 
today. Be is not a man behind a pulpit; he is a demonstrator 
in a laboratorJ• Be is showiiig once more, that Qllristianity 

• • • • • • • 

1. De1ayan L. Pierson; "A Japanese St. Francis", :Missionar;r Review 
of the World, November, 1932, P• 599. 

2. ~rano~s(io Galvez:· 11The Spiritual Significance of the ();)ming of 
Ka.gawa to the Philippines~, in PhiliPPine Obse"er, February, 19M, 
P• 7. ., 

5. Kirby Page, as quoted in •Toyohiko Kagawa", Review of Reviews, 
August, 1930, P• 9&. 

4. Toyohiko ~awa: The Religion of Jesus, P• 1. 
5. "Missionary Review of the World, December, 1933, p, 602. 
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1a ~ot talk, - ~t is action; it is not words, - it is power. 
lte exhifits it as sooq.l force, creative enerQ, redemptive 
might.• 

In this convert to Christianity is to be found perhaps the 

most Whole-hearted acceptance of the teachings of Christ that the 

Christian world offers. lt1s life is one of the best ~lea of the 

dJllamic power of the Christian gospel. In him are combined a deep 

personal religious experience sad a vision of the needs of suffering 

lnmlanity. !o him Christ is and :must be the supreme force 1n the re

generatioa of tbe individual a:nd, through him, society. 

Kagawa is ke~lJ sensitive to the oyerorowded slums, the 

social in~ustices in industrial problems, the horrors of social evils, 

the plight of the farmer, strifes in national end inter~tional rela""' 

tionships and the cl.aDgers of the materialistic student-mind. IUs 

Christian program for the nation is so comprehensive as to be star-

tling. !o him the OhristiaD. movement in Japaa is faced with the 

burden not only of evangel18$t1on of the people and the establishment 

of the church, but also with the task of functioning socially toward 

the salvation of a great nation. 

B. The Purpose of the Study 

It is the purpose of this thesis to show how X4gawa, fired 

with the courage, vision sad utter abandonment of a prophet, is con~ 

tronti.Dg his people with the truth that Christ's way of life and the 

cross-principle can beco~e operative in the Whole realm of nati~l 

• • • • • • • 

1. !oyohiko Kagawa: •tLove the Law of Life," Foreword, .Rufus m. 
Jones, p •. vii. 
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lite. 

!his study is made under the disadvantage of dealing with 

a man and situations so close at band that it is difficult to see 

him in right perspective and so give a proper evalll&tion, Neverthe

less, so renowned a prophet of a new social order as Kagawa should 

be studied as suggested. 

c. !be Sources of the StudJ 

For such a st~ as this there is a wealth of available 

materials. The primary sources will be histories of the development 

of Christiuity in Japan, books and periodicals by Kagawa, and re

cent biographies. Additional references will be made to books and 

articles which relate to his life and his times. 

D. The Plan of the Study 

In this study it is the plan of the writer first to laf a 

foundation for aa appreciation of the significance of ToJohilto 

Kagawa by a brief survey of the Christian movement in Japan. This 

will be followed by the story of the life and religious experience 

of the prophet. Since the study has to do With the making of a new 

social order it is then necessary to consider the essence of the 

prophetic message and its impact on the Japanese mind of today, The 

response to the appropriateness of the message for the present sit

uation in both church and state will be seen in a c<Jlsideration of 

the Kingdom of God Movement. Finally an appreciation of the prophet, 

his message and work will be given. 
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QHAPTER II 

HIS~RICAL :BAmGROtmD 

A. Int:ooduction 

!l!oda.y Japan is seeking a new 1 ife, and she is eagerly 

listening to Kagawa, one of her own leaders, as he tells and writes 

ot the things by which he lives. Twice before has Japan been deeply . 
stirred by the Christian message, and has turned away because it 

came in foreign guise. Kagawa says in regard to an event in early 

Christian Missions: 

"It is too bad that two hundred and ninety years ago there 
was a Christian rebellion. !ehis still causes

1 
the govern

ment to have some doubts about our religion.• 

A brief survey of Christianity in Japan and the situation 

which the Church faces today in the new social order are necessary 

to sn understanding of the full significance of this modern prophet. 

The Christian movement in that land began in the person of one whom 

Kagawa honors and in some respects imitates. He greatly admires the 

Church's noble and self~sacrifici:ng leaders, and he is convinced 

that his country owes much of its moral reconstruction directly to 

the influence of Christianity. To the missionaries he says: 

•In this country I think that you missionaries are the demon
strations of the love of God. I am a result of a Christian 
mission. If a missionary had not come to Japan I would never 
have known,God. • •• Why is Christianity needed in Japan' 
llany Americans and English people aSk me this question. 'WbJ -
when you already have good religions in Japant' I tell them 
that my very existence shows the reason Wby.• 

• • • • • • • 

1. Kenneth Saunders: Whither Asia, p. 161. 
2. Ibid., P•. 157. 



!odayKSgawa is a pioneer blazing a trail toward a Chris

t~ social order in Which he is atteDpting to engage the full sup

port of the Christian Church with the assurance that Christianity 

will win out ill Japm. He is a prophet, and in him the church bas 

aa. leader in Whose character is to be found -. tm.usual combination 

of the sensitiveness and vision of the l'l.J3'8tic, the martyr's capacity 

for 3oyous suffering and the statesman's mental g~asp and organizing 

~bility. 

B. !he Christian Movement in Japm 

1. Early Roman Catholic Church 

Christian missions in Japan have presented a dramatic 

mi.ngliDg of triumph and tragedy. The record abOQtLds in incidents 

full of human interest Which are far reaching in significance and 

~eoonstruction values. 

The authentic history of Japan dates back to several hUD.

dred rears before the Christian Bra. The first contact with Japan 

by European nations was not until the sixteenth centurr. With the 

early explorers and traders came the Jesuits through whom Christian

itJ was introduced.· 

a. Francis Xavier 

Because of the apparent influence of X..vier on the life of 

E81awa a brief aocoun~ of his life will be given. To Frances xavier 

belongs the honor of being the pioneer missionary to Japan. He was 

born at the castle of Xavier in Navarre upon the Spanish slope of 

the PiJenees on April ? , 15PQ. At the age of eighteen he was sent 
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to the Uni'Versity of Paris where he became a student and a dis-

tiaguished professor, and also the disciple and associate of Igna~ 

tius Loyola, founder of the Jesuits. Xavier took the rigid vow of 

poverty, purity, obedience and readiness to go -.y place in the 

world to which the order might send him. It was Loyola Whe», in the 

name of the Pope, coznmanded. him to set out to Portugal in answer to 

a call of the king for Jesuit missionaries to go to his newly won 

possession in India. On May 6, 1642 this zealous and devout Jesuit 

with two other disciples arrived a.t Goa, the capitol of the Portu-

gaese possession. His several years in India were characterized bJ 

indefatigable labours, some of which enta:agled him in difficult 

political situations. He was rewarded by many converts to Christian

itJ. When on a visit to Ma.laoca he met a Japanes- fugitive by the 

name of •Jiro who had killed a man in ,]'apan and theu fled on a 

PortlJ8UI!l& ship. He was baptized and given the name •Paul of the 

HolJ Faith.• From him Xavier found out much about Japan. His fer-
-

vent and restless ~irit loaged to visit and evangelize that country. 

"lf 1 went to Japan, would the people become Qlristiau.s'f" !o this 

Paul made this remarkable reply, 

•~q people would not imnediately become Christ~; bUt they 
would first ask you a multitude of questiol18, weighing care
fully your answer and your claims. Above all, they would ob
serve whether Jour conduct agreed with your words. lf you 
should satisfy them on these points "!"' by suitable replies to 
their inquiries and by a life above reproe.ch - then, as soon 
as the matter was known a.nd tully examined, the kiag (daimJo), 
the nobles a.nd educated people would become Christians. Six 
months would suffice; for the natipn is one that always fol
lows the guidance of reason.•l 

• • • • • • • 
1. Otis Cary: A HistorJ of Christian 1\lissions in Japan, Vol. 1, 

P• 22. 



- 8 .. 

X.v~er and Paul decided to go to Japan. They embarked on 

a Chinese Junk, accompanied by two other Jesuits and two of Paul's 

comtr~n who w~re also converts of the faith. After great da.ngers 

and many difficulties, they landed on August 15, 1549, at Kogoshima, 

·the largest city in Paul's native province of Satsuma. Soon after 

their arrival they began to preach to some of the noble families of 

Satsuma.. P~l had the great Joy of seeing his own family become the 

first converts. 

Xavier Journeyed in Japan a little more than two years. 

He was unable to speak the language and being unacquainted with the 

manners and customs of the people he traveled and labored under grave 

disadvantages, yet ma.z:q converts were baptized. When he sailed for 

India to secure new recruits, the mission was apparently quite wel~ 

established. 

Ria latest efforts after revisit~ Goa were to enter China. 

The relation of the two countries seemed to him to be such that the 

acceptance of Christianity in China would ensure victory in Japan. 

When he was attempt 1ng to g$-in an entrance into China he was stricken 

with a tever on a little island off the south-east coast of China and 

died December 2, 1552. His body was buried with magnificent pomp at 

Goa in 1665, and it is today one of the most valuable relics in Roman 

Catholic India. 

Xavier is recognized as one of the noblest and most gifted 

Catholic missionaries. He was the pioneer of a vast arrtf1' of Jesuits 

who gave themselves with great fervor and devotion to the work of 

aiss ions in all ·parts of the world. Rome has surrounded his memory 



with many legends and highly magnified fables which in no way add to 

his true honor. Many miracles have been attributed to him, but in 

his letters there is not the slightest mention of any of these~ Much 

has been written about his success in winning thousands of converts, 

but be himself was wholly dissatisfied with the results of his labors. 

Dr. Pierson writes of him: 

"Re was misguided, no doubt, but no other life, since Paul •s, 
has sho'l41 such ardor and fervor, such absorbillg zeal :for the 
great glory of God, such self-forgetting, self-denying passion 
for the souls of men, as that of the yourag Sailit of Navarre, 
whose

1
relics are still adored in the Church of Bom Jesus at 

Goa.• · 

Thus in conclusion we rtJB,y say that, 

•Re did more perhaps than sn.y other nan of modem times to 
e.ro11se the missionary zeal of Roman catholics. Re was indeed 
far fsom beirJg a model mission~y. Re did not exhibit that 
persistence in one line o:f effort that is needed to secure the 
best results in India, he relied too mch on the power of the 
gove~t tor a.dvanc~ the interests of religion. Re even 
desired to have a military e;pedition sent to aid a person who 
promised to be a Christian if he were set up as a native ruler 
•• • bad he remained in Japan he would doubtless have approved 
the methods by which aq.erwa.rQ.s some of the converted de.i,lJI1es 
forced their subjects to accept Christianity. All of this, 
however, is little more than to n.y that in such matters xavier 
was a zmm of his own age. We must not judge even the progres
sive men of the past by the standards of today. We cannot ex
pect tbem to surpass their cont~oraries in every particular. 
If some of Xavier•s methods, such as the speedy baptism of 
•ltitud.es who mew hardlY ~bing of the real mesni.Dg of 
Christianity, seems to us

2
tmwise, we mast remember that he was 

treading unbeaten paths." 

b. Growth of the Early Church 

In connection with the church which Kagawa is· helping to 

make today a mowledge of tbe ee.rly church in history is very sig-

• • • • • • • 

1. A. T. Pierson: The New Acts of the Apostles, P• 67. 
2. Otis Cary: op. cit., PP• 49~50. 
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nificaut. Xavier started a ~~lt in Japan that other priests carried 

on for nearly a century with extraord.inary results. Within eight 

years after his departure the priests were recei•ed at court, and 

work was started in the capitol itself. The Jesuits made special 

effort to reach the h~her classes; among the converts were feudal 

lords, Buddhist priests, generals in the a:rrq and lii.!J11 civil officers 

of rank and influence. At the height of the mission the converts are 

said to have numbered over six hundred tho'\lsand. In 1Q82 an emb$.sa;r 

of yo1mg Japanese nobles was sent to India end Europe. 

"lt is probable the first suggestion of this came from the 
J.esuits, who desired 01;1 the one hand to arouse missionary 
enthusiasm in Europe and on the other to impress the envoys 
with the splendor of European cities and the power of the 
Cburch, so that their report might make the Ja~ese more 
read7 to accept the rel~ion of Westem lands.• 

.. 
Wh,rever these young men went they were received with great ceremonies 

and splendor and were treated as royal ambassadors. 

The success of the Jesuits was not entirely due to their 

great activity and devotion. The chaotic political condition Which 

had existed for about two centuries, together with a •decaclent Shin

toism and a de.gr~~ Buddhi~2 provided circumstances which for a 

considerable time favored the work of the priests. Certain feudal 

lords and several mi•itar.J rulers actuated by political and trade 

motives gave their support to this new religion. 

The &!ivance of Christiaaity was due in no sall de.gree to 

the support of :lolnmaga, a powerful military ruler who was the first 

of a series of men to unif7 Japan and bring it into a political whole. 

• • • • • • • 

1. Otis cary: op. cit., P• 92. 
2. R. R. Glover: Progress of World-Jlide Missions, P• 157. 
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While it is true that he manifested real interest in the doctrines 

of Christianity, yet it is not denied that he saw in the priests and 

Christian feudal~lorda an ally of particular value, especially since 

they strongly oppo~e4 the Buddhists who were his bitter enemies. 

During his life the Christian faith made rapid progress in the cen

tral province of Japan. It was Just a few months before his assas

sination in 1682, that the Japanese embassy set sail for Europe. 

No~a was succeeded by two of the greatest national heroes of 

Japan: Rideyoshi, the unifier of Japan, and his successor, Iep.au, 

the founder of the Sh9gUnate. 

c. Persecution of Christians 

Rideyoahi like his predecessor was favorable to Christian

ity, but in time he was convinced that the priests and Christian 

daimJoa were not the asset to his task of subJqgating and unifying 

Japan aa he had supposed. How great was the surprise of the Chris• 

tiana when they learned that during a single night his attitude 

toward them had changed. An edict was issued ordering all mission

aries to leave Japan within twenty days, and forbidding Japanese 

subjects ·to accept the faith. !!!he orders, however, were not put into 

immediate effect, but the tide had turned for Christianity in Japan. 

~he Japanese were beginning to be suspicious of a religion that owed 

allegiance to a foreign potentate. Fear was becoming quite wide 

spread that the priests r~res~ted the political ambitions of their 

govel'I.Ul'enta and that their plans were to unite their converts with 

foreigners to ove~throw the independence of Japan. Rideyoahi him

self dreamed of foreign and con:mercial expansion. He was encour~ 



iDg daring J.apauese ma.riaera to sail to Macao, the Philippines, 

Cambodia and Annamo. He planned to reduce Korea and use it as a 

gatewq for the conquest of China. :Because of his greater interests 

elsewhere, he did not strictly enforce his edicts against the Chris

tians. :But the opposition against the church was growing bitter, and 

dark days and bloody persecutiou bad started. When the embassy re

turned from Europe, July 7, 1'9Q, with a retinue of priests, they 

found that great changes atfectiDg the interests of Christianity had 

taken place du:t.i.Dg the eight years of their absence. About this time 

Jealousies and dissensions arose due to the coming of Spanish Fran

ciscans and Dominican fathers from the Philippine Islands. The mili

tary authorities were stirred to :new persecutions and in 1597 twent~ 

six persons, including six of the Franciscan monlts were mrtyred at 

Nagasaki. 

IeJS.su, who followed Hideyoahi, was inclined at first to 

adopt a lenient policy toward Christianity. He wished to retain and 

increase foreign trade. He was eager to see a mercantile marine de

veloped and Japanese mines opened. He, too, was forced to stem 

measures in regard to the Christians. He attempted to continue trade 

while banishing the missionaries, but so close had become the rela

tion between the two that this was found impossible. He began to 

carry out a policy of ruthless persecution which ultimately resulted 

in the blotting out of Christianity from the Empire and the closing 

of the nation against all but the slightest contact with the outside 

world. 
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d. Expulsio~o:.ot Christianity 

lD. 1638 the bitter persecution cuJm'inated in the so-called 

"Christian Rebellioa• of Shima.ba.ra. The Christians made a last stand 

in an old castle not tar tram Nagasaki. Attar a long and fierce 

struggle they were completely annihilated by goverament troops. It 

has been estimated that more than thirty thousand Christians were 

slain in this revolt. The conquerors are said to have erected over 

the ruins of the castle at Shimabara a stone with the inscription: 

•so long as the stm shall warm the earth, let no Christian be 
eo bold as to come to Japan; and let all know that the King 
of Spain himself, or the Christians' God, or the Great God of 
all, it he violate this command, shall pay tor it wit~ his 
head."l 

From this time on Christianity practically ceased to exist. The 

government put forth every effort for its complete suppression. 

To mke sure that no disturbing influence would invade the 

nation, the government adopted the most thorough exclusion act kn.O'&ll 

to maa. All Japanese were forbidden to leave the country, and any

one who succeeded was to be put to death on his return. The building 

of vessels large enough for over-seas was interdicted. No foreign 

ships might land in Japan, except on one small island. The lmtch 

were the only people who were to send ships to this island and they 

tmder the most rigorous regulations. The edicts against Obristianity 

were strictly enforced until well into the nineteenth century. For 

over two hundred years Japan voluntarily shut herself off from con~ 

tact with Western. nations. 

Nowhere in the history of the Christian church have con-

• • • • • • • 

1. Otis Cary: JaPflll and Its Regeneration, p. 56. 



""!' 14 ... 

verts elldured persecuticms with greater courage and fortitude thaA 

in Japan. Arthur J. Brown s'EQIIDai'izes these early persecutions as 

follows: 

"Jiost of' tl:le missionaries were deported a.nQ. those who sought 
to remain were hzted down like wild beasts. Jrfan1 of the 
Ja~ese Christians recanted, some because their profession 
of' faith had been merely no.minal, and others because their 
courage was not great Eltlough to enable them to f'ace the f'tight• 
fUl ordeal with which a remorseless government confronted them. 
But multitudes wc:tre faithful to the end. They were persecuted 
without J'!l$rcy - stripped. o:f their possessions, burned, be
hla.cl.ed, crucified, tlri:'own from cliffs, and subJected to every 
:form o:f torture and death that :fanatical ingeu.uity could devise. 
The history of Christian martyrdom contains no more tragically 
sublime

1
manif'estations of' constancy than those which Japan &:f""!' 

fords ... 

!'he great missionary advance in Japsn carried within it the 

seed of' its own extermination. The missionaries were concerned with 

the glory of' their church. To them the cllu.rch and the Kingdom of' God 

were s;yncm~ous. They sought to impress upon the Japanese somethillg . 

of' the glory and greatness of papal authof 1 ty and power. In such was 

to be seen for J~pan the danger of political domination of so-called 

Christian powers with the lust of' conquest in their plans. The per-

secutors of Christianity acted zder the impetus of f'ea.r. They be"'!' 

11eved, as the Imperial Edict ran, that the steps w~ich they took 

were absolutely necessary •to secure the safety of the Empire.• 

Throughout the country edict-boards were erected. Otis 

Cary says of these: 

"As soon as the child could read, he sa.w upon the boards that 
the KlRISRlTAN JAsB.U ... lliON (Bvil Sect of Christianity) was 
,tri~tl,y pl!Ohibited, and when .he asked what this meant, 

• • • • • • • 

1. Arthur J. BroV41: Japan in the World Today, PP• 269.-2'10. 
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be was told by his parents about the wily scheme of the bar
barian nations that sought to gain possession of Japan by 
means of a religion that was a

1
strauge compound of foolish 

doctrines and powerful magic.-

2. !he Protestant Church in Japan 

a. Christianity in the Emergence of a Bation 

One of the most significant events of modelll times ha.s been 

the emergence of Japan from the isolation of centuries and from her 

mediaeval feudal state to the noon-d&i of world prominence and power. 

Bo more illuminating statement could be found. concerning this trans~ 

formatio~ than the following one by Sherwood Eddy which was written 

as a result of his recent visit with one of Japan's representative 

business men. 

"Viacomt Shibuaawa., the grand old man of Japan, at the age of 
uinety, sotnetimes called the J. p. Morgaa of his country, has 
witnessed the almost entire transformation of his pe~le dur-
il'l8 his life time. lie told us that he was a boy of thirteen 
When Commodore Perry's fleet of APerican gunboats first arrived 
in 16{)3, and returne4 the following year when Japan opened her 
loDg·closed doors to the modern era. At that time he believed 
that the world was a solid cube and on its flat top there were 
only f~ countries in existence - Japan, Korea, China and India. 
After Perry~s arrival he had to enlarge his flat world and to 
add two more lands, America and Europe. At that time he was 
in favor of resisting the American fleet, but the shot fired 
from the Japanese battery on the shore exploded haxmlessly in 
the water .about half way to its destination. Fortunately the 
counsel of old and wiser heads prevailed, and Japan was opened 
from that time gradually but completely to the influence of the 
Western world. 

What changes this one man has witnessed during his life 
time: .. lie has seen Japan transformed in almost every aspect of 
its life as it sought to assimilate the whole complex of Western 
civilization, entering in a few decades into a political revolu
tion, an intellectual renaissance, a religious reforne.tion, and 
an industrial and social reorganization almost unparalleled in 
history. His memories of TolNQ.send Harris, America's first state•-

• • • • • • • 

1. Otis Cary: The History of Cbristianity in Japan, Vol. I, P• 241. 
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u.rmlilte representative, of General Grant's visit to Japan, 
of Theodore Ro!!)aevelt and ot Japa.n•s participation in tl'le 
conflicts wit;h China and Bussia and. in the World war, marked 
several of the milestones of his coantrJ's remarkable advance. 
He haS seen Japan surrender in a day her ancient feudalism 
tor imperial solidarity, abandon isolation for final cosmo
politan membership in the League of Nat ions, and gradually 
yield her traditional entOCfacy to growing democracy. At 
the age of twenty-eight he served the last Sho~ in the old 
feudal days, when trade, comnerce and finance were looked down 
up~n aa only a shade above the occupations ot the outcast. Re 
was ~~ the first to enter these despised professions and 
'became Jap~ ~a leading banker, for forty-three years president 
of the First .Balik of Japan, now one of the 'Big Five. • He held 
office as president, director or adviser of some sixty corpora
tions and was identified witt scores of philanthropic and so
cial welfare organizations.• 

At the very foundation of these remarkable changes which 

Viscount; Shibuaa~a has witnessed Christian missions are found the 

primary influence. The early pioneer missionaries were a. remarkable 

gfCUp of men of noble character, intellectual vigor and diversified 

talents. They helped to mould every pl'l$se of national lite. That 

consecrated band has been constantly recruited by those whose infl~ 

eu.ce has been and is being deeply stam,ped upon the nation. 

In the light of this remarkable tr~sformation, the editor 

ot The KokWnin, 'fo1qo, pays a strikiDg tribute to the missionaries. 

He feels that Christianity offers the regen~rative principle that 

Japan needs, and says, 

~!l!he development of Japan to a first class power withill the 
past fifty years is to a great extent attributable to the 
trouble taken by the missionaries who, either by estal>lish
i.ng schools or by preaching tl'le gospel of Christ in churches, 
have culti.,..te4 the minds of the Japanese ami enhanced the 
standards of their morals. It is .to be hope4 that the mis .. 
aionar ies Will red,ouble their •ergila and seal in promoting 
the welfare and happiness of Japan.• 

• • • • • • • 

1. Sherwo9d Eddy: Ohal~enge of the East, PP• 112~114. 
2. Arthnr J •. Brown: op. cit., P• 314. 
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b. !rhe First Protestant Missionaries 

fo the Protestant Episcopal ChUrch of America :belouss th• 

great honor of being the first to enter Japan in the persoas of the 

Rev. Jol:m. Liggins and the Rev. Channing Williams, both of 'Whom he4. 

'been missionaries in China. Later came Dr. J. c. liep'\lurg of the 

.luerican PresbJ'terian Board, Dr., Guido F. Verbeek, the Rev. s. R. 

:Brown and D. B. SiDmons of the Reformed Church in America.. All 

these came in 1859, the first year after Protestant missions were 

made possible by the treaties which opened the country to foreign 

trade. !he Rev. Jolm. Liggins returned home a:tter one year of service 

because of ill health, and D. B. Simmons resigned from the mission to 

pracstice medicine. !he other four had long aud honorable careers in 

Jap8D, and all acquired international fmne. 

fhe Rev. ChanniDg Willimns drew about himself many young 

men who have since become prominent Christian leaders. lie 'Qecame 

Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Ch'U'fch and is regarded by the 

Japu.ese as a saint. 

Dr. J. c. liep'burg is noted as a physician, scholar, end 

translator. liis knowledge of medicine was of very great value in 

helping to remove prejudice against Christianity. lie compiled the 

first Japanese~English and English-Japanese dictionaries, one Of the 

11C)nwnental accom,p1ishments of his scholarship. In 1905, on his 

ninetieth birthday, he was honored by the Emperor With the Im,perial 

Order of the Rising Sun, in rec~ition of his dist~uished service 

to Japm. 

Dr. s. R. Bro• is to be remembered as an educator. Of 
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him it is said that he we.a the teacher and inspirer of men Who be-

came the teachers Sll.d inspirers of the :New Japan. His great work in 

the field of education led Willia.Jn Elliot Griffis to write his 

biographJ, entitle4, "A Jlak.er of the New Orient." 

Perhaps the greatest of these pioneer missionaries was Dr. 

Guido F. Ver:Peclt. Ria name baa been placed. beside that of tJlfilas, 

Augustine and st. Patrick. For nearly forty years he gave the best 

powers of mind and bo~ for interpreting Ohrist to the Japanese mind• 

During the fifteen years in which he was hea.c1 of what is now the 

Imperial University, many who are now statea•n studied under him, 

and the greatest m• of the nation came to ask his advice in national 

problems. Due to his influence and advice a st,ee.dy stream of students 

visited Europe sad America. lt was at his advice that the Imperial 

Embassy went around the world in 1871. Jlore than half the men selected. 

by the Emperor to go on this tour were former pupils of Dr. Verbeck. 

He was sought tar more tba.n any other toreiper by high officials in 

affairs of state. 

•Dr. Verbeck's translation of the Psalms is a monumen.t to his 
industry and ability. He died 14arch 10, 1898. The Emperor 
set a gift of five hundred. yen tor the expenses of the f'lll1eral, 
whic~ was attended by the !epresentatives of the Imperial Oourt 
and many other officials.• . 

!hese brave pioneers were faced with grave difficulties and 

dangers for more than ten years. :ay the ex;periences of the sixteenth 

and seventeenth centuries the .JapaD&ae had been taught to view Chris-

t 1anity with mingled tear, contempt and bate. ln conspicuous places 

• • • • • • • 

1. Otis Oareyz The History of Christianity in Japan, Vol. 11, pp. 
4:9-50. 
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throughout the couutry were to be seen the old edict-boards declar

ing Christianity a forbidden religion. 

fl:le United states took oopisanoe of the fact that Japau's 

attitude tollard Christianity would add to the difficulty of negotiat"!' 

iug a tx-eatJ. President Fillmore in his directions sent to the Secrt"!' 

taX"Y of the Navy said: 

"fhe deep-!'seated aversion of this people to hold intercourse 
with the Christian nations is said to be owing chiefly to 
the indiscrete zeal with Which early missionaries, particu
larly those of Portugal, endeavored to propagate their re
ligion. The Commodore will therefore say that the govern
meat of this country does not interfere with the religion of 
its own people, much less with that of other nations.•l 

All westerners were feared, for the Europea powers had 

been despoiling China, and with the opening of Japan there was nation-

al fear that their turn would. soon come. The missionaries once again 

were suspected of being spies sent in adv8JlQe to prepare the way for 

foreign conquest. This situation is illustrated by the folloWing 

incidents. One of Dr. Hepburg's servants confeseed afterwards tha.t 

he was a Samurai and had entered the doctor's service as a spy With 

the intention of killing him. 

Dr. James H. Ball~h, one of the oldest missionaries to 

Japan, affirms the folloWing concerning the mission of Dr. Guido F. 

Verbeck: 

•To prove to the Japanese, Proteetant ~lliesionaries were not 
Jesuits. This was the distinct mission of the Rev. Guido F. 
Verbeck, wl:lo gave twenty of the best years of his life to 
that end. He said to himself, 'What right have I to thillk 
the Japanese should not account .. me a Jesuit?' I am willing 

• • • • • • • 
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to give twenty yean of my life to prove to the contrarJ'; 
8l).d he did, and by the blessing of God upon a hwnble, faith
ful life he gaineQ. the confidence and esteem of the govern
ment and all claas~s of the peopte, as no other nan not a 
Japanese subject has ever done." 

!he early years of this little group of pioneers, which 

numbered less than a score throughout the sixties, were spent ~ 

quiet, patient study, Christlike liviDg and in laying foundations 

for the coming years in la.JJgua.ge helps and in the translations of 

Bible Slld portions of,·Ohristi8l1 literature. A door of usefulness 

vnus also opening to them through the desire of young men to receive 

instruction in English. fhus, through the influence of dailJ 1 ife 

s.ud work, these missionaries did much to eradiQ&te the prejudice and 

suspicions of the Japanese against foreigners. 

o. The Russo-Greek Mission 

In 1861 there came to Japan a remarkable Russian, Father 

llficolai, who afterwards became Archbishop of the Eastern Orthodox 

Church in Japan. Some of his early converts were imprisoneQ. and 

cruelly treated. He, too, was suspec)ted as a spy. He laboreQ. in 

translating the Bible with such devotion and wisdom, in the training 

9f priests and in preaching that at his death the Eastern Orthodox 

Church in Japan numbered many thousands. 

During the Russo-Japanese war the work was maintained with 

considerable difficUlty. Since the mission was of the State Church 

of Russia there was suspicion of political designs. Father Nicolai, 

then Bishop, continued to confine himself strictlJ to the regular 

duties of the Christia:Jl mission. His courage, reDla.fka'Ple tact and 

• • • • • • • 
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absolute devotion to his task led the Ja~ese to recognize the fact 

that his ~rk ~ conducted from motives entirely separate from 

political a.mbitiou. At no time were more than a few other mission-

aries associated with htm but many native assistants have been well 

t];'ained, and they have gone out from ToJt7o into different parts of 

the land. At the age of seventy-six, Febr'll&l'J 6, 1912, Pere Nicolai 

d~ed, one loved and honoured by fore~ers and Japanese of all faiths. 

Be was succeeded by .Arch"':lishop Sergie, Whose evangelistic spirit and 

catholic outlook inspire all vlbo1 come in contact with htm, but the 

church has not been able tp make great advances within the past 

decade because hindered by the lack of funds from Russia due to the 

revolution. 

4• The Return of Roman Catholic Missions. 

B.oma.n catholic miss ionai·ies never gave up their purpose of 

rfit•estab.lishing work in Japan.. Even before the opening of the country 

by O.oJJmodore Perry, heroic attempts were made to gain an entrance. 

Along with the entrance of Protestant missionaries came the Catholic 

priests. They established wol'lt at Yoko.ba.ma and :N"agasalti. The Catholic 

authorities in consideration of the sensibilities of the Japanese sent 

French priests rather than Portuguese and Spanish. These new workers 

found to their great joy and satisfaction that there were thousands 

tllroug:Qout Japan, especially in and about Nagasaki who had kept the 

faith first awakened by xavier and his successors. Down thr011gh more 

than t~ centuries fathers had passed on to their sons the prayers 

and Christian traditions, and Christian sacraments had been adminis

tered under absolute secrecy. The fidelity of these descendants of 
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the ancient Christians is something to be grea.tlJ cotllllcded, espe-

cia.lli since there wa.s no open teaching of God and of Christ or 

1R'itteJJ. Wor4~ Their fo:nn of ChristianitJ, however, was grea~li 

corrupted, for under the strict surveillance the7 had to enroll 

themselves as Buddhists or Shintoists. 

At the Easter season in 18~5 in the newlr erected church 

at Nagasaki over one thousand were in attendance at the services. 

During the next several weeks the missiona.ries learned of the ex-

istence of great multitudes of Christians who had not dared before 

let it be known tbat ther were of kindred faith. The coming of such 

croWds to the church aDd the knowledge of the persistence of Chris-

tianity aroused the Japanese officials and soon a fierce persecution 

broke forth during which thousands were torture4, beaten, im,priaoned 

or exiled. Finally, official representatives of Western nations, 

catholic and Protestant alike, together with the Japanese missiOJ1~ 

aries, united in a protest against this action of the government 

1mtil in 1872 the persecution ceased. 

The Japanese have alWSJs been more distrustful of the Roman 

Catholic workers than of Protestants, due to their close relationship 

with their home governments and because of the policy of the Church 

to place the seat of power outside the Japanese empire. Of their 

work up to 1929 an official catholic report includes the following 

statement: 

•!he progress of the last sixty years cannot be considered 
JDarked.ly succes•:ful• Protestant forces who entered with the 
Catholic missionaries claim almost double the following. Row
~ver, the nucleus of a mission organization is established in 
the eleven ecclesiastical territories ass1gned to five differ-



eat societies. Japan is today our most poorly manned mission, 
there being but one priest, brother or sister to every 86,000 
souls. ~here are less than 600 churches or chapels of ~ 
kind and less ~han 200 lower s~hools, though there is a group 
of promising higher schools, chiefly under the Brothers of 
Jlary. ~he Jesuits have opened a University in ~ok.Jo. The 
nuns conduct sonethi.ng over a score of orphanages, seven 
hospitals and aev~teen dispensaries. Tbere are five Catholic 
printing presses." 

. . 
The Cburch has had a long line of self-sacrificing workers 

sad an ~ressive roll of martyrs. We may not favor their ecole• 

siastical organization and their methods, bu~ ~hey, too, are seeking 

the triumph of the Gospel of our Lord. 

•• The Significance of the Samurai in Christian Uissions 

Reference has been made to the great military triumvirate 

who ruled Japan from 15'10 to 1620 in whom the Shogunate had its be-

giluiing. It is significant to note that this governme.nt which ban"!" 

ished Christianity in bloodshed from the empire as a proscribed re

ligion and closed the doors tight for two and a half centuries, is 

the government Which made treaties with outside powers Which resulted 

1n the complete opening of JapeD to wstern nations. This was at a 

time When the country was exceedingly unsettled~ ~he Shogun's govern

ment was tottering to its fall. In 1868 the ~ror was restored. 

To him the Shogun and all his two hundred and sixty-two lords sur"!" 

r•dered their fif,tfs. This boy Emperor nemed his reign, IIJ[eiJi", 

the 1fJilra of ~lighteJUn&nt•. Re issued an eC~:ict tllat opened the way 
.. 

to Japan's future progress. In it there was a statement to the ef-

feet that knowledge should be sought for throughout the world, so 

• • • • • • • 
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that the welfare of the Empire might be protecteQ.. With the abolish

ing of the feudal system the swaggering two-aworded SaliiU'ai lost their 

occupation as retainers of the feUdal nobles and the privilege of 

wearing the swords. These young men were noted for their loJ&].ty, 

courtesy, courage and faithfulness. They w•re of keen intelligence 

and. active minds and belonged to the ruling class of society, The 

tla.mu.rai, or knightly, class had played an important part for centur-

ies ill Japanese history. How these young JnEm. had to a@pt themselves 

to the changed conditions of society in which men had. to earn a living 

or starve. They were eager for the highest advancement of their 

country, H-.ce, they sought out the missionaries as teachers of 

English and tlms at first hand gained an acquaintance with western 

civilization. 

In the growth ot Christianity in Japan the church's great-

est successes have been among the Samurai. Nine of the eleven members 

of the first church at Yokohama. (1872) and most of the ella:ven members 
' ~ 

of the first church at Kobe (1874) were from this class, which has 

furnished the majority of educators, jourD$lists, legislators, a~ 

officers and navy officers and leading men generally, of the new 

Japan. Among some of these men are to be found the strongest Chris-

tian leaders of both church and state. 

t. Period of :Rapid Advance. 

Fro~ 1872. to 1890 the missions were e~ecially prosperous, 

An event which marked the turning point in the progress of Christian .. 

itJ in Japan was the organization in Yoltoh.ama of the first Protestant 



church, on J!aroh 10, 1872. !he folloWing JeBr witnessed the removal 

of ~ict-boards throughout the country against Christianity; the 

adoption of the western cale~dar, thus leading the wa:y for malting 

Sunday the official rest-day Which was done three years later; fre,

dom of worship for the newly organis~ chu:rch and the doubling of the 

missionar"j staff by home churches. !he number was increased from 

twenty-eight to fifty-five, only one less than had come in all the 

years from 1859 to 18,72. 

With the reDX>val of the anti-Christian edicts on the part 

of the gover.runent all the great English and American evangelical 

churches opened work in Japan. There was a steady increase in the 

number &Zld effectiveness of the missionaries. The prejudice of cea

turies was dying out against Christians and remarkable advances were 

being made t_,ough churches, schools, medical mi•sions, direct contact 

with the Bible and Christian literature in the native :Langusge, benevo

lent agencies and by evangelism. The first Christiana were of kindre4 

spirit to those of the early church Who went everywhere preaching the 

gospel. Bands of consecrated disciples were fo~d in all the great 

cities for the purpose of going forth to preach. Five of these bands 

have become historical. J.tany of the yo1mg men were destined to be 

prominent leaders of the Christian church. Not a few became famous 

as authors, educators, administrators and statesmen. The saintly 

Yoitu Randa, first Bishop of the Japan Methodist Church, was of the 

YokOhama Band. Dr. Ebina, president of Doshisha University, Which 

enrols more than five thousand students, and Pastor Paul K~ri, 

famous for the three-hour se:rmon which has been listened to b"j 
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hunclre4a of thousands, were members of the Kuma.moto Baud. 

During this period Japan was going into the leading nations 

of the West seeking for knowledge to help in the reconstruction of 

the empire. Fore~era were invited to come into the country and 

give needed advice and instruction. Of this new era Dr. Sherwood 

Eddy says: 

"For' •hirty years, more than three thousand. foreigners 
labored in Japan as teachers, engineers, physicial:ls, mili
tary and naval leaders, financ is.l and political advisers, 
to reconstruct the empire. From Great Britain Ja.paa de
rived moat of her political and financial reforms; from 
France her first military system, Which is now formed upon the 
German model; from GerDlany her medical science; and chiefly 
from America her public school system a13.Cl impulse to trade and 
x.autaoture. Noble men like Dr. uurra.y, and Dr. Verbeek 
started. the national system of education and helped to organ-
ize the Imperial University.• · 

The progress Which was being made in church and state seemed 

to bid fair to the adoption of Christianity by imperial ecl.ict. Herein 

lay a hidden danger such as was witnessed in the early church under 

Constantine and his successors, but already forces were at work to 

prevent this. 

g. Period of Reaction 

By 1889 an intense nationalistic spirit swept over the na.-

tion: resulting in a. sharp reaction against all things foreign. I.n 

this the church shared: Japan had learned much trom the west, and 

now the nationalistic ~lity of selective judgment was manifest. 

The nation through her contacts with fore~ers a.t home and abroad 

was awakening to the fact that there were many things Which were not 

• • • • • • •• 
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to her advancement in tlle Western world. !!.!he begi:aniDg of Jiei~i 

Jra s.aw the proclamation of a constitution, liberty of conscience 

and religious freedom, parliament and a free press, compulsory edu

cation, humane and social reforms. With all the e.dvencea of this 

new reip. there was the delay of the so-called Christian powers in 

revising the treaties and admitting Japan to the comity of na.ttons. 

This aroused fierce resentment and caused distrust of the Christian 

religion. 

"Life in Japan 'WaS not pleasant for the foreigners during 
t~se years. They were seldom subjected to violenc!, but 
they were snubbed and elbowed aside on every hand.• 

Conservatives who were feeling that the country was moving 

too rapidly away from its old moorings seized the opportunity to stir 

up anti-foreign spirit under the guise of an appeal to national 

loyalty. A desperate effort was made to f&Vive the old religions. 

From the time of the Jesuits tlle attitude of the Buddhist priests 

had been one of ceaseless antagonism. 

This anti-foreign reaction was fully felt by the church. 

Jl.any members withdrew from their clmrches; pupils left the Christian 

schools which had been over-crowded; teachers instructed children to 

keep away from Sunday Schools; the demand for Bibles declined; stren~ 

uous Buddhist and Shinto opposition developed; the government denied 

promotion to officials who were affiliated with the cburch. 

The react ion against foreign ideas • customs and methods 

soon spent its forces leaving the church to see the distinction be~ 

• • • • • • • 
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tween "things western" and the fundamentals of the Christian faith • 
... 

Near the end of 1900 at the great missionary convention held in Tokyo 

a clear note was sounded by the chairman, Dr. J. D. Davis. In his 

opening address he said: 

"We have now passed through a period of reaction. National
istic and +ationalistic wayes have swept over the church and 
chilled it. Signs ar!, however, everywhere apparent of re~ 
newed life an4 hope.n. 

The adval).ce of the church since the beginning of the 

1;wentieth century has been one of steady growth, with ever-increas

ing opportunities for the evaqgelization of Japan, especially if her 

torces are fully united in this great task. The emphasis which was 

placed upon Christian education by the pioneer workers has giv~ the 

church au excellent body of trained leaders and among her members are 

to be found some of the leading men in national life. Out trom this 

indigenous orgauizat_ion representatives have gone forth as gospel wit

nesses to their countrsmen who have emigrated to other lands. 

The Protestant Church in Japan, according to statistics 

given by William David Sqllermerhorn, is now represented by two hundred 
.. 

and twenty~five thousand members, the Roman Catholic Church by one 

hundred tho'Jl,sand and the Greek Catholic by about fifty thousand; so 

the whole Christian conmunity is now about tive huncU'ed thousand per

sons.2 

Christianity has come to be recognized by the government as 

• • • • • • • 
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on• of the three great rel~ious forces in Japan. Bo~h of the other 

religions, Buddhism and Shintoism, have been profoundlf influenced 

by Christian missions, and the literature and thinking of the entire 

nation is being permeated With Christian ideas. 

1. Summe.ry 

A brief but very excellent s~ry of the progress of 

Protestant Christianity in Japan and the present task of the church 

is to be found in the words of a Chr 1st ian pioneer, Dr. 11. l'buka, 

moderator of the Japanese Presbyterian church. This swmna.ry dates 

from almost the beginning of Christian missions to near the present 

time: 

"Just fifty years have passed since, with eleven yow.ag men as 
a .nucleus, the first Protestant church was organi10ed in Japan, 
Though not a charter member, I was one of the earliest members 
of that first Christian group, Soon after this the famous 
edict banning Christiauity.was remove4, but prejudice was still 
stro~ and persecution was general. The progress of the Chris
tian movement since that time seems to me nothing less than a 
miracle. Today it is the conmon thing to find Christian .1Ufists, 
editors, army and navy men, government officials, and busin4JSS 
men. There are Christ ian churches and chapels in almost every 
large town. The Japanese Christians have organized churches in 
Jlauchuria, Korea, China, and Singapore. Christianity is mold~ 
itlg the thoughts and ideals of our people. Beyond the church 
members there are many whom we may call hidden Christians. 
Even beyond these are a large number of people friendly to 
Christianity. Secretly they are in accord with our ideas. The 
great present task of the Japanese church is that of the find
ing, training, and thrusting forth into the whitening harvest 
field of capable, efficient leaders.•l 

3. Conclusion 

~n this brief survey of the Catholic and Protestant move-

menta in Japan it has been seen that the nation at two different 

• • • • • • • 
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tiJ,\es has beeJ;J. deeply stirred by Christianity. Ill the sixteeJ;J.th a11CI. 

seventeenth ceX1.turies when the Catholic Church seemed to be making 

rapid progress, the military rulers and some of the feudal lords be

came susp,.ciou• of the missionaries. They feared that these foreig:u. 

teachers who seemed so closely related to trade and politics were 

the emissaries sent forth by governments to prepare the way for con~ 

quest. Bitter persecution broke forth which finally resulted in an 

edict being issued that completely closed the country to western 

nations arld definitely so-ught to blot out Christianity. 

Hear the close of the nineteenth century it seemed for a 

time that Japan might again turn from the Christian message. For two 

hundred and fifty years her doors had been sealed until commodore 

Perry knocked and won admission tor the Western nations. The follow

ing year Protestant missionaries entered. After a period of persecu

tion there came a s~den wave of popularity when it seemed as if 

Christianity might become the religion of Japan. .Again Japan re

acted• this time with the feeling that her position among nations 

would be determined not by religion but by military and industrial 

efficiency. 

Today tor a third time Japan is faced toward Christianity 

with the possibility of a great forward Christian movement. The na

tion is in a deeply troubled mood in facing tremendous problems which 

are demanding solutions. In a remarkable manner the government, the 

labor movement and the Church itself hate turned to Toyohilto Kagawa, 

the prophet out of the sllmiS of Kobe, for leadership. -'apan is bleet 
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111 having such a synq>a.thetic leader who has a definite program and 

a burning message of love and hope. He speaks forth in no uncertain 

t o.ue ill such word.s as: 

"What we need today is a thorougllgoing reconstruction, of the 
e~Ollomic and social systems based on the principle of the 
cross. Capitalism and communism are both failures in con
structing real society. What we need is to reviv! the spirit 
of the Sermon on the Mount and to live up to it." 

• • • • • • • 
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THE LIFE AND RELIGIOUS EKPERIE.mCE OF THE PROPHET 

A. ~troduction 

Those who do not know Toyohiko Kagawa are asking such 

questions as the following: "Whence coes this man - an intellectual 

giant but a physical wesklillg, a man with a great loving heart, "piri

tual vision and close fellowship with God~l "Who is this man 

Kagawa?' 2 UWha.t gives the man so large a meas,;_re of world attention?'~ 

:a. His Early Life and Religious Experience 

!oi9toh~o KagaJla was born in Kobe on July 10, lSae. 

In the following testimony which Kagawa gave to a group of 

tore~ missionaries at the General Workers Conference of the Church 

ot Christ in Chine. (July-August, 1930) we have, in part, an answer to 

the question, -whence came this man?" It is cited here at length be

cause of its ~lioations to the present atud1• 

• I was brought up in a :BuQ.Q.hist family. J1i father was private 
a•cretary to the PrivY Council of the Emperor, one of the dig
nitary officials of the govermnent. .Axl.d yet he kept mny ()on
cubine~ • His legal wife had no children. The second wife was 
a. dancing girl. She had many children. I am one of them. I 
w~ adopted as a legitimate child. But '1113· father's legal wife 
never loved me. I w~ taken to a cold, ice-t~osan ho~. I wept 
day and night. If' I had not been able to find God, I would have 
been ruined. 

•~~y father believed in Confucius. There was Buddhism 

• • • • • • • 

1. Delavan L. Pierson: A Japanese St. Francis, in Missionary Review 
of the World, Nov. 1932, P• 699. 

2. Gra.ncis~o Galvez: The Spiritual Significance o:f' the Coming of' 
KaBawa to the Philippin~s, in Philippine Observer, February, 1934, 
P• ?. 

3. Charles c. Morrison: Toyohiko Kagawa., in Christian Century, 
September 16, 1931, pp. 1136~1136. 
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&lao, and Shintoism, in 'I1JY home, but no purity. I we.s sent to 
a Buddhist teuple as a boy to memorize Oonf'ueian doctrines, 
but I was afraid to read those books bec4\,use I thought if I 
grew. up probably I would follow the steps of' J'lf3 f'atber and 
brother. •Be a saintS Be a gentleman:• - those books kep~ 
repeating.~. But tbere.was neither saint 110r gEIJ.tleman anywhere 
near me for me to pattern ms life by, My brother bad brought 
home six or seven geisba girls at one til\le. Later, after rq 
father •s death, I "WaS in 'l1f1 unc;,le'·s home, and at eleven years 
of age, endured going to school from what seemad like a house 
in the licensed quarter. 

"When I got the Spirit of God, especially through the 
Sermon o~ the.Mount, rq eye11 were opened. •oouider the lilies, 
how they grow: • I aemorized those simple verses, LUke 12: 
27-31, Ohl it was. inspiration to Die I I f otUld the Truth, I 
fo'Dl'ld the Life. I found the way to become holy, to be saintly, 
to be godly. 

•And I found that Christianity can com,plete the teachiDg 
Of Confucius. and the t eachiDg of Buddha, Raving studied all 
the systems of philosophy in the Orient and in the West, I have 
noticed that the teaching of Confucius and that of Buddha 4o 
not lay emphasis on the foundation of belief in God. Socrates 
never touche11 God, nor Plato. Only Jesoqs Christ gave us wonder
ful stories of the love of God. And .not only this, He taught 
us how to obtain the power to practise. Some of you become too 
acoustOJned to this wonderful teaching. You rray forget how 
})leased it is. But for me it was a new experieuce. I had 
passed through the valley of solitude. I was a son of tears. 
Xow the cloud passed by and sunshine was gleaming through it. 
Therefore I began to live up to the lite of the Cross. 

"When I was twenty":'two I went do'WEL to live in the alums, 
remainil:lg there fourteen years . and eight months. It was not only 
the Bible which taught me the love of God and Christ, and led me 
to take this step. It was a missionary, Dr. w. H. Uyera, of 
Kobe.. He 'baptised me. If he had not come to Japan probably I 
would not have fOU{id Christ. And when I recollect his personal 
kindness and piety, all the t 1me I admire him. .And also I ad
mire Christ. It was through Dr. MJers• kindness that I learned 
to love. When.. I suffered from tuberculosis, rq Japanese friends 
did not l~e me. It was too contagious. They might oatch it. 
~herefore I had to depart from them and live alone. But Dr, 
]4yers shoVftld his love in D.I&JlY ways. Re even slept with me 
thr.ee nights in the same bed, without any fear of tuberculosis. 

"Soon after that I went into the slums of Kobe, and there 
praetise4, the love with Which Dr· Myers had loved me. I aslt you 
to love your Chinese friends as Dr. Myers loved me. 

•The manifestation of Christianity is not simply by 
preachiQg. Love will win the world. I am not afraid of F' 
kind of persecution. Love is stro~er than persecution.• . . . . . . ~ 

1. Toyohilto Kagawa: Working Under the Sbadow of the cross, 
in .Friends of Jesu.s, January, 1931, PP• 3€r-31. 
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c. His Education and Activities 

William Axling in his recent book, •Toyohiko Kagawa•, has 

given a most able answer to the question, •no is this man Kagawa!" 

Many writers in both magazine articles and in books seek to give 

answer to this question. Perhaps the most direct a.ud authoritative 

answers are those given by Dr. H&rry w. Myers, a missionary of the 

Southern Presbyterian Church, whom Kagawa calls his spiritual father 

and to whom he refers in the quotation given above. An excellent 

sketch of Kagawa-s life was written by Dr, Myers at the request of 

Galen Fisher for his book, "Creative Forces in Japan". The answer 

to the above question, Which seems best suited to this studY, is the 

one given by Dr. Myers some years ago. It was used by Dr. Robert E. 

Speer in his biographical note in Kagawa's book, "The Religion of 

Jesus", and is given as follows: 

•From early childhood he learned to know the dark side of life 
in an upper-class, non-Christian home. His father's fortune 
was lost in speculation and fast living, so at his death 
Toychiko went to live With a wealthy acle in Tokushima., on 
the island of ShikokR. 

"1 first knew him as a slender, precocious boy of four
teen, Who had ea.tered high school a year younger than the legal 
limit by falsifying the date of his birth, He was keen in his 
pursuit of English, and it V~-as through an English :Sible class 
that he was brought to Christ, His Christian life b~an with 
a vision of the cross of Christ, and this has ever since been 
the motive power of his life. He at once threw hiqelf with 
energy into the work of church and Sunday School, with a self
confidence that was almost embarrassing. He was a voracious 
reader, remembering everything that he read, and at times he 
would trip up his teachers in a way that made him unpopular 
with ~ of them. 

~His graduation from high school marked a crisis in his 
life, Wben he announced his resolve to study for the Christian 
JDinistry, The family recognized his talents and wanted him to 
go through the Imperial University and enter the diplomatic 
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'':Vice or so.me other branch of public life. Re stood fi~ 
in his p:au-pose, and his uncle indignani:,.y turned him out of 
the house without a p&D:Q.y. Re came to live in our home, and 
late?: was set to a Ohiistian college in Toltlo• During that 
fU'st summer we ate together, slept together, preached and 
visited together, and toured our country field together. I 
recall that three of the books that he read from JJr1 library 
were Christlie)•s ~odern Doubt and Christian Belief', Fair~ 
~irn'a 'Philosophy of the Christ~ Religion', and J.raat •s 
'0+1t1que of Pure Reason': Bather heavY mea. tal diet. for a 
sevente~~yea.r-old boy, read in a foreign tonguel .At Meiji 
Galtui.n in Toltlo, Dr. Reischa.uer spoke of him as the most 
brilliant student he had ever taught. 

•During his theological course in Kobe he developed 
tuberculosis, and l1ed to spend a year in a fishing village, 
renting a fisherman's hut Slld doing his own cooking and wash
ing. It was here that he learned to ltuow and love the poor. 
They ._re ignora.ut and pre3udiced, but he was always ready 
to write their letters or their names in fancy characters on 
their umbrellas, or play games with the children or give help 
and advice Where they were needed. There was not ahoma that 
had not been darkened by the black shadow of sin, and old and 
young would turn to him for help. 

"Another fruit of this year by the seaside was a novel 
in which he pictured the scenes of his boyhood, his education, 
and his conversion. It was written as a pastime, and the 
manuscript was thrown on the shelf and forgotten. Years after":" 
ward, · When ip. need of monity for his work, he got do'W11 this lll8llu
script, rewrote it and aent it to the publishers with the title, 
•Across the Death-Line.' The book sold through three hundred 
editions, brought hundreds of readers tq become Christians, and 
made its author the most popular writer of the day. Much of its 
literary charm is lost in the English tranl:llations, but it ma1tes 
a strong appeal to the Japanese heart along three lines: the 
hero is pictured as passing through a state of great unrest -
the 'ha.DmoA' so common among yolUlg people of Japan today. Again, 
the hero has a passiouate s~athJ for the poor and distressed, 
and appeals to the ideals of his readers. The book also gives 
a vivid picture of the tragedy of a wealthy, godless home, and 
this constitutes the thir• element of appeal, £or many of his 
read~ra have seen and experie~ced broken hearts such as this 
book pictures. 

•.A.bout a mile from Kobe Theological School is a slum 
aection_called S:Qinltawa, that is perbit:ps the most wretched 
spot in all ~apan. .A popula'!;ion of some ten thousand souls is 
huddled in the spe.oe of ten blocks, constituting a center of 
filth, vice, p.overty, disease, and crime in West Japan. Many 
of the houses have but one room, six feet square, . opening ou 
alleJs hardly wide enough for t~ people to pass. Sometimes 
all many as four or five people occupy one of these tin7 hovels. 
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Long lines of c lothea hang out wherever the sun can strike 
them. Rere and there one sees trash boxes with their coatents 
epilling over, and the neighborhood toilets, without a sem
blance of privaoy, are unspeakably foul. Gamblers, thieves, 
lDIU'derers, prostitutes, and begg~s abound. Tuberculosis, 
sJ.philis , and trachoma seem almost universal. 

"During his senior year in the semin.ary llr. Kagawa. be
gan visiting in the Shinka..,._ slums and preachil:JS on the street 
corners. From the first he began to see definite results, aad 
he soon had quite a group of Christians and peaitents. But 
this success raised a serious problem. There was not a spot 
iD. Shinkawa where these young converts could be free from the 
atmosphere of evil in which they had lived. So, Mr. Kagawa 
came 'With a request that he be allowed 'f.;o leave the airy, aew 
dor.mitory, and go do~ to make his home in one of those hovels, 
and provide a place where his new frieads could escape trom the 
corruptioa around them. We protested vigorously against this 
move, but all in vain. Amoag Mr. Kagawa's Jr1Q.DY virtues is an 
eXQeedingly hard head. Just before Christmas, 1908, he rented 
a room and moved iato the slums. 

"The days that followed were heart-rending. Be lived 
on about three yen {11.50) a month, and gave away all that he 
could get to help those about him. Oftea he would eat only 
two meals a day and give away the third. He gave away all his 
clothes except what he was actually wearillg. His cough and 
tever returned, but he relaxed his work only when unable to 
stmd up. Be conducted and financed imlumerable funerals, 
visited the. sick, provided food and mediciue, and every morn~ 
irlg and evening was out on the street preaching. Re adopted 
several street ~aits, and temporarily adopted a tiny infant 
until a home could be secured for it • 'The baby wept,' he 
told me, 'and I wept too.' More than once he wa• bullied and 
o.atea by. roughs who saw him distributmg help, and thought 
he had money to throw away. Oaly a year ago one man struck 
him in the face and mocked out two front teethJ 

•soon his unselfiSh service began to attract atteation 
and raise up friend&. Mrs. Arthur T. Pierson, meeting him and 
seeiug his woi'lt, gave him enough to support the medical part 
of his work uany moaths. Mr. Bart Sibley undertook his sup
port for a year and a half. A aumber of Japanese and foreign 
friends in Kobe helped the poor through him. 

"While carrytng on this work he was able to do an ~ 
manse an~:ount of reading and investigation, and a good deal of 
writing. Re made a careful investigation of the slums in all 
the cities. from TokYo to Nagasaki. He made a special study of 
economics and of labor movements, and became a regular contribu
tor to a number of leading papers and magazines. These studies 
led to the publication of his first important book, 'The Psy
chology of Poverty', a book that has pleyed no small part in 
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inspiring and directing the social service work of the Japan
ese Government today. 

~In 1915 Mr. Kagawa went to America and studied for 
about two years in Princeton Sel!linary, taking special courses 
at the University. He supported himself in the sumner by 
woi'lting as a butler in several homes near New York, seeing 
some phases of American home life that were quite new to him. 
I wonder if his employers realized. how ma.ch he saw and under
stood: In America he mad& many friends whom he remembers and 
loves, though he criticizes mnch in the American attitude 
toward the Japanese. · 

•Returning to Japan in April, 1917, restored to vigor
ous health and strength, he spent his first night amo:ag his 
poor friends in his old home in the slums, where they ha.d kept 
up the work in his absence. Sine~ tbat ti.%t'lo his various ~
tivities have been almost incredible• At one time he had in 
press four books - a novel, a book of poems, a treatise on 
economics, and a bo~, 'How to Teach the Life of Christ to 
Children.• A catalogUe of his charities and activities would 
fill a page. Some of his experiments failed, such as his 
cheap eating house, his box factory, and his brush factory, 
but these have been taken up and carried on successfully by 
others. Here are some of his activities: 

"+• Direct missionary work in the slums, preaching 
every Sunday.at s~ A.M. to audiences of forty or fifty, con
ducting prayer meetings and Sunday Schools whenever he is at 
home. 

"2• Special Bible lectures in courses of three to five 
nights have been delivered in scores of churches, usually 
croWded to capacity, and resulting in hundreds of conversions. 
Usu.a.lly a small fee bas been charged, and the ctire proceeds 
given to the work of the a.burch. 

•3. Special evangelistic services have been held in 
maAY pl~es. In some places, such as Toltushima. and Oka.ysma., 
it was reported that the whole city had been profoundly moved. 

•4. Special lectures on economics and sociology have 
been given to n'WlY3rous colleges, summer schools, and mass meet ... 
ings, or lectures advocating temperance, abolition of licensed 
quarters, city planning, universal suffrage, etc. He ha.s as 
many as four thousand he~ers at some of these meetings. 

"5• He is a leader and crgani•er of the labor movement. 
At one time suspected, watched, and even persecuted as a ~
gerous radical, he is now regarded as a dafeD,se against Bol
shevism. His latest move is the organization of the tenant 
farmers. His influence is seen in the rule passed by the most 
impQrtant union, that no man who has been drinking shall be 
allQ'Wed the privilege of the floor, and that no sake shall be 
served at their social meetings. 
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"6• He ia the ed.ito:r o.f several papers and magazines, 
rel igio'P.B and aeO.ular. 

"7. He haa organized two cooperative stores in Kobe 
and Osa:p.. 

"8• He supports a Christian doctor and two nurses and 
con~O,~~ tree clinics and dispensaries in t~ slum sections. 
Besides these. he has a small arDf of secretaries, assistants, 
and dependent a. 

•9. He conducts a ~ocial Service Bureau for the study 
of labor conditions, trade unions, and social evils, and for 
the preparation of tracts and lectures on social problems. 

•10. He continues to do a large amount
1
of direct charity 

worlt in_.the relief of poverty and suttering.• 

D. Ria R~cognition As a Leader and Prophet 

The question of paramount importance in the minds of the 

people ot the Philippine Islands during these past several months has 

been this same question which Dr. :Harry w. Hyers haa so satisfactorily 

answered in the preceding quotation, "Who is this man Kagawa'tfl The 

answer given by Francisco Galvez in February, on the even of'Kagawa•s 

present visit to the Islands, is of special significance as it is 

the most recent statement about this ceaael•sa worker and untiring 

prophet of today. It gives, in part, an answer to the question, 

"Wba.t gives the man so large a measure of world attention?' To quote& 

"Kagawa is Japan's moat popular writer. He is a Christian poet, 
noveliat, and essayist. His book8 are sold and :read in vast 
quantities. But he gives practically all his big income to the 
needy. He lives the simplest lite. As a teacher of religion he 
is unsurpassed. He is the champion of the poor. He is respon
aible for the success in •rebuilding the slums of six great mush
room cities at a cost to the Japanese government of nearly thirty 
million Yen.• Re is the outstanding spiritual leader of the 
Orient. Re is a modern prophet. He is a DfStie •. ll~ has the 
pie.ty of Saint Francis. He is properly called the Saint of the 
Sluma •. He prays unceasingly. He workS untiringly. He is like 

• • • • • • • 

1. Robert E. Speer: Kagawa the Jl.an, in The Religion of Jesus by 
~oyohilto Kagawa, PP• 1-9. 



~ 40 -

a flaming fire. He goes from city to city and from village 
to vill-age preaching the Gospel of love as the law of life. 
In this message he emphasise(\ 'piety, purity, peace, labor 
ElDd. service. • 

•Irap.wa is recognized throughout the world as the 
champion of the poo;. He is one of the greatest social 
workers, labor organisers, and economists of the world. 
His social message is most appealing. He co~s the fol
loWing of all. He is loved and respected by all especia.ll;r 
the p9or. He loves the poor. He is living for them. He 
courageously tries to understand the problem of their poverty. 
With boldness and unwaveriqg faith in God he attempts to solve 
~his great problem of the extreme poor in Japan. He is a 
care.ful student of the doctrines of Marx and IaenU.. which are 
the stro.ngeat rivals of Christianity in the world tOday. He 
strongly opposes Commmism. Re believes that the Teachings of 
Jesus demonstrated in the lives of His followers i~ the only 
a.uswer to the crying needs of humal'J,ity and to the challenge 
of society. His love for the poor inspires him to write pro
lifically and brilliantly, to pour every particle of his life 
into his task to forget himself in his endeavor to realize 
his high aims, and to live his Christ·l~e-life illustrating 
the spirit and service of the man of Galilee. He is a siok 
man. He is suffering from constant illness. He is almost 
blind. But he has a spiritual vigor and tireless energy that 
enable him to be constant and fruitful in his labors. All 
these 'mark him as one or the most striking pb.Uomena of the 
Christian world today.•• 

B. The Secret of His Manifold Activities 

In the preceding quotations is given the picture of a man 

of remrkable character and astounding achievements. Delavan L. 

Pierson in his article, "A Japanese st. Francis", says of Kagawa•s 

achievements: "He accoml?li~hes the work- of fo~ men.112 

' 

Harold E. Fey in conversation with Kagawa found out some~ 

thing of the secret of his great power •. When asked how he prayed, 

• • • • • • • 

1. Francisco Galv~: The Spiritual Significance of the Coming of 
Kagawa to the Philippines, Philippine Obse;ver, February, 1934. 
P• '1. 

2. Delavan L. Pierson: "A Japanese St. Francis", in Missionary 
Review of the World, P• 599. 
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the reply was, "I pray like a little baby drinking milk from his 
·- "1 

mother's breast." To the question in regard to finding time to 
"' 

pray or s'WQ110ning energy enough to keep his mind on it, Kagawa with 

face aglow replied: 

"From three to four each morning - that is my hour. Then I 
~ free from interruption, and from the fear of interruption. 
Each morning I awake at three, and live an hour with God. It 
gives me strength for everything. Without it I would be ut
terly helpless. I could not be true to my frien4s, or do mJ 
work, or preach the gospel which God has given for his poor."2 

As a result of Fey's visit with Kagawa he gives the following descrip-

tion of the man: 

"Kagawa has what Carlyle called the •talent of silence. • He 
is the center of a t.ornado of activity. One cannot conceive 
of him as noisy or hurried, yet the mind behind his passive 
tace seems constantly at work. Clad in one of the strong 
corduroy winter suits which his cooperative stores in the 
great industrial centers sell to workmen for four dollars 
each, Kagawa looks like a laborer. His siuq>le :English bris~ 
tles with the unadorn~ realism of the poor. He is stoclcy, 
blunt and utterly sincere. He inspires absolute contidence.•3 

1'. His Wife - "The Comrade of the Road." 

Kaga"Mo has a wife and three chi:kt.rf!n who love him and share 

with him in high ideals and sacrificial living. William .Axling in 

his book, "Toyohiko Kagawa", has called the wife, "the COmrade of the 

Road•" The following quotation reveals something of the wife's tull 

s~thy with her husband in the Christian program of rebuilding a 

new social order: 

"lllrs. Kagawa has given. herself with crusading seal to the wol"lt 
of redeeming ths slums and creating a better community for men 
and women to live in. Still, it is her conviction that the 

• • • • • • • 

1. Harold E. Fey; Looking at Life with Kagawa, in Christian Century, 
:March 12, 1930., P• 332. 

2. _Ibid., P• 332. 
3. Ibid., P• 331. 
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home is woman's most challenging and fertile field. ~~ 
making of good homes and the rearing of good childr~ she 
feels to be the safest and surest way of rebuilding the 
social order. !rhe home t;raining of childr~ she considers 
of first importance in solving such major problems as social 
~ity, justice. as between man and man, race relations, and 
war. If in the creative atmosphere of a Christ .. centered 
home the plastic child mind is inoculated with right ideas 
regarding lite in all its various re:J,a.tions, the coming of 
the Kingdom is assured. Kagawats way has been uncharted, 
ott~ perilous, and richly rewa.+di:ng, but eternity alone will 
reveal hPW mch he owes to tris unassuming, self-effacing, 
heroic comrade of the road.• 

In a very touching manner Kagawa tells of his wife's coming 

into the slums and of his appreciation of her companionship. He 

writes; 

"Wh~ I went to live in the slums I felt that it would be 
wrons to ask any woman to share such a life. When Ra.ruko 
with some of her com,panions came to help in my Christmas '-) 
parties, etc., I noticed that she did not patronize or con
descend to the slum people but treated them as equals. 
Afterwards when I told of my determination not to ms:rry 
she challenge<\ my idea that a woman could not gladly en
dure as moll as J»Yself. 

"So she came to me, and has met every test of that 
challenge with a sweet heroism that only God can measure. 
Her two sisters have been like her. One, Dr, Shiba, has 
manY years, carried on the clinics in connection with our 
Kobe settlement; the other met her early death While work
ing in it. It was the sacrifice of her lovely life that gave 
me the inspiration for the character of the heroine in the 
'Grain of Wheat.' 

•As.I have said, the •wolf of Poverty ever pursues 
us.• It is my wife who manages our finances and faces this 
wolf with a dexterity and boundless courage that keeps it 
at bay. She is well named Rarulto {Springtime). With her 
I live aaways in the beauty, strength, and marvel of the 
Spring.• 

G. The Prophet of a Burning Heart 

The best revelation of the ch~cter of this man of God, 

• • • • • • • 

l• William Axling1 Kagawa, PP• 166-167. 
2. J.Sgawa., The Kagawa Calendar, May, 1934. 



who is ~ngaged in so JllS.ll1 activities, is to be found in some of his 

own utterances which reveal the courage, the utter abazldonment, the 

vision and ~irit of a modern ptophet. To quote h~ 

"Christ's FooU A Public Laughingstock! truly that is JDYself. 
iorty years, half of my allotted life, I have passed as Christ's 
fool. The world's s~called pleasures have all slipped by me. 
I have not leisurely witnessed even one cinematographic display. 
~ied up to society's rubbish-heap I bave passed half JDY days. 

11As one narrow of mind and stubbom of Will, a fit sub~ 
ject for ridicule, I have ticked off, in tears, day after d8i, 
half my 1 ife. 

"I have 'been sU!IIlloned from the scenes of lust, caused 
to stsnd.at the foot of the cross, and numbered among those 
who are labeled hypocrites, heathen, and anti-nationalists. 
But eveJJ, .in these circles I have not been sure of a welcome. 
Here, also, I have been ostracized as a heretic and a social~ 
ist, as one who is flippant and shallow. 

"But these things move me not. I am Ohrist•s captives 
A sGlave __ of the Orossl The world's fooU l am determined to 
abandon everyth~ng that bears thf!t mark of this world, and, 
naked, sally forth along the road which leads upward to the 
state of the sanctified. 

1
If to others this seems foolish, 

ther~ is no help for it." _ 

"l am a gambler for God. 

I stake all on Him, - my money, my position, JDY reputation. 

J,Ute the leader of the gambling gang, Whose ways I saw in
timately during my years in the slums, I'm risking JDY all, 
not for evil, but for good~ Odd or even, the issue will be 
according to God's will. 

I could live in comfort. But when such multitudes are plunged 
so deeply into suffering, I, for one, cannot possibly 'be con
tent to live • easy life •. 

So I am poor because I am this kind of a gambler • Jeremiah 
called himself ~od's Drunkard! I call myself God's.Gambler, 
having staked my all on Him." 

• • • • • • • 

1. Kagawa's Meditation, in William !:ding: op. cit., P• "10. 
2. Kag$wa!s Calendar, June,.l934. 
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!rBE liiESSAGE OF THE l?ROPBET 

A. The Psychology of the Message and the Response 

The ilnport of 'lloyohiko Kagawa's message for the hour is to 

be found in the appeal which it makes to the Japanese mind and in the 

life of one who has come out of a. native religious environment and 

has been joyously living and suffering in one of the most unlikely 

places in the world • the slums of Japan. 

The cross principle has a peculiar interest to the Japanese 

mind, When he listens to the story of Christ's sufferings it awakens 

a response in his inner life. He hears a language that is not un-

familiar, The message tells of patient suffering and endurance, of 

wrong done by fellow-men, of seeming defeat and then of glorious vic-

tory. Kagawa says of the suffering of his people in the light of the 

ethical teachings of Christ: 

"To the Oriental, especially to the Japanese, to suffer for 
others means something very interesting, You know Japan has 
lllallf ne. t ional calamities, - earthquakes , hurricanes, te~~pests, 
tn>hoons and firea, • and so naturally we are placed in an 
environment in which we have to suffer. And also we have 
mnch trouble because there is such a large population living 
in such small islands. La.fcadio Hearn wrote that Japanes4t 
houses are built of wood, bamboo, and paper; therefore fires 
are very frequent, and the Japanese people are accustomed to 
calamities; and that they are consequently incliMd to pessi
mism, It is true. A stud.J of Japanese drama sh!l>ws that 
tragedy. is more popular witll the conmQJl people than comedy. 
Writers who want to make their writing interesting are com
pelled to write of sorrowful subjects. 
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- 46 "'!' 

"It is therefore natural for us to underst~d ~d 
apprecia.te tbe messege of tbe Apostle Paul, when be says 
to the Colossians (Col, 1:24) •At prese11t 1 am glad to be 
suffering in your interest end 1 am malting 'Q.p in my own 
pe;rsan wllat is lacking in Christ's suffe~ings for the 
Olmrcb, which is his body.' And egain; to tbe Philippians, 
(Phil. 1:29) •For you have been graQted the privil~e, not 
only of trusting in Christ, but of suffering for him,' • • • 

"Paul's ethical principle of sutferi.Dg for the sake 
of Cllri~t is>really a great fundamental of Oriental Chris
ti~ity. When we Oriental Christians can conquer pain., 
death, sor~ow, and all evil for the sake of Christ it means 
everything. Herein lies the true asceticism or casting off 
of the meager things of material life, of welcondng material 
simplicity, of experiencing a hundred percent of joy in life. 

"Sorrow for one's own pa.i~ is real so~row; but sorrow 
end suffering for others is a joJ• This I learned When I 
was in. the slums and again when I wa.s in prison. I lived 
over fourteen years in the slums, and suffered a great dea1.•1 

Concerning the response to the preaching of the cross 

Kagawa writes: 

"Fro~ the laboring class, from medical college, from hospitals 
and the ranks of permanent invalidism, to the high ranking 
government officials all are feeling the need of the Cross. 
And there are many others, "'!' for insta.uce my friend J4r. llishio, 
a Labor Member of parliament. He has said, 'I cSDDot fully 
unde;ratand Christianity, but I can understand the crucifixion. • 
And many fr"-d~ of mine, leaders of peasants and labor unions, 
after having passed through the waves of Jll:arxian influence, 
have been baptised as Christians. It is not the class struggle 
and the movement for bloody revolution Which will give humani
t~ian aspiration to the young people. The Japane&~e people are 
h1mgering for religion. They are hungering to find the basis 
fo~ their life in religion. • •• 

"In Japan the ethical teaching of Jesus Christ • espe'"' 
cially the meaning of the crucifixion, is.better understood 
year by year. The Japanese admire the ueaning of the cruci
fixio~. But unl~ss we live up to the life of Christ they mock 
at us. Almost every day the Japenes• DBgUines and daily · 
papers are writag something about Christianity. Ohristianitl 
is comnon-sense in Japan now. There is even the danger that 
some Christians will excuse themselves from church because 
the7 can read Christian teachi~ in the magazines. But wherever 

• • • • • • • 

1. Friends of Jesus, Februa.rJ-April, 1931, pp. 34~35. 
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there is a real Christian like :ur. HoJli'D8,, he is invited every
where. If anyone will live up to the etande.rd of the cruci
fixion, all are for him - whether beggars or the Imperial 

1 Household, or Buddhists or Shintoists, - all are for him.• 

Kaga-.a has a remarkable sense of familiarity with the great 

movements of history. He knows of the trenendous impact of Chris-

tianity on the world and haw God has entered into bnman relation• 

ships dowa through the ages. He inspires his people to faith in God 

by giving testimony to how Christ has chazlged Japan. He begins with 

Francis Xavier and tells of his great influence am of the early per-

secutians. In addressing high school girls at the International 

Girls' CaJl$l, l.Umgchow, China, July 26, 1930, on the subJect, •christ 

the Emm_ple of Life," he told the girls about his early environment 

and his experience in finding Christ. He said that after memorizing 

Luke 12:2'1-31, he meditated on it and for seven months prayed to be 

hol7 like Christ. In his boyish fashion he said that all he kn&Vl 

how to say was, ":Malte me a great man like Christ • ..2 He continued his 

message to the girls: 

•It you follow Christ, you will receive persecutions. Three 
hundred years ago we Japanese received Christianity. But the 
warlords of Japan did .not 1~ Christianity and many lords 
persecuted the Christians. Of the five hundred thousand Chris
tians, thousands were slain, many on the cross. But when the 
proclamation of religious freedom came sixty years ago, on the 
instant twenty-five thousand Christians declared themselves. 
They were the descendants of the martyrs. They had kept the 
fa.ith ... s 

On the same ®y that Kagav;a spolte to the high school girls 

in Rt:u:lgchow on the subject, "Christ the Source of Life," he addressed 

• • • • • • • 

1. Friends of Jesus, Februar~April, 1931, PP• 4o-41. 
2. Friends Of Jesus, January, 1931 1 front page. 
3. Ibid. 
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a General Workerst Conference. As an introduction to his message he 

gave a very brief survey of Catholic and Protestant missions. The 

quotation given here shows something of what he feels Christianity 

has meant to Japan: 

•In Japan we do not make ma.ch difference as to whether a per
son is a Protestant or a Catholic. If he will live as a Chris
tian, we like him. The first Protestant missionaries had the 
spirit of generosity and the spirit of Abraham Lincoln, Who was 
president When they came. So afte~ Protestant Christianity came 
to Japan, things began to chaDge. The spirit of democracy, the 
spirit of religious worship, and especially these five things: 
Piety, Labor, Purity, Peace and service began to come into Japan, 
Before Christianity came to Japan we had man.y rel.igions, Jll8ll1 
gods, JDS.DY idols and images. But when Christianity came, re
ligion became very sacled and sincere. Without sincerity Christ 
cannot be worshipped.• 

In the brief survey Kagawa made statement to the fact that Buddhism 

and Shintoism have revived since Christianity entered Japan. He says 

that Buddhists did not seem to know that they had ~ worth""While 

elements before. 

Ia another address delivered the following day on the sub-

ject, 11\Vorlting Under the Shadow of the Cross,• Kagawa tells about 

the little bend of Christians in the first church in Yokohama.. He 

says: 

11The first thirteen Christians in Yokohama expected to be hanged. 
'rhey had a prayer meeting, thinking they would be in heaven the 
next day. They said, •we shall be arrested. All rightS We are 
sons of knights. We shall die for the Cross.' But that night a 
messengel' came fro~ Tjlcy'C saying, 'They have repented. No per
secution will come.'" 

The Samurai class is recognized by Kagawa as the foundation 

• • • • • • • 

1. Friends of Jesus, January, 1931, p. 2. 
2. Ibid., PP• 31, 32 •. 
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of t~e Japanese Protestant Church. In an article entitled, "A Love 

Movement," he says of them: 
,. 

"Many Christians were recruited fro.m the ranks of the defeated 
Samurai, followers of the Shogun, the last of the military 
dictators Who had ruled Japan for three centuries. The S$Dilll'a1 
had lost their lord, and possessed a great fund of loya1ty Which 
they must lavish on Someone. They found in Obrist their Liege 
Lord, and Samo.rai loyalty added to the Lincoln spirit of ermci
pation made a good foundation for Japanese Christianity.• 

Kagawa was born in a samurai family. Kenneth Saunders 

writes: "It is interesting to trace the code of the S~rai upon his 
-. 2 

early years •" 

These four quotations present something of the stress Kagawa 

placed on the history of Christianity in Japan and they also show 

something of his appreciation of his heritage. Bad missionaries not 

gone to Japazl there would have been no pleading voiGres such as the 

voice of thi~ young prophet Who for seven months kept crying out, 

"Malte me a great nan like Christ."$ 

:s. The Essence of the Message 

The subjects of these four addresses are exceedingly sig

nificant: "Christ the Example· of Life•; •Christ the Source of Life"; 

"Working under the Shadow of the Cross"; and "A Love Movement •" In 
- -
these we have the very essence of the life, the message and work of the 

prophet. He lives in the charged environment of these three reali-

ties: C1lrist, Cross, Love. .By these realities he is seeking to 

bring not only Japan, but the world into a great Christi~ fellowship. 

• • • • • • • 

1. Friends of Jesus, April, 1930, p. 22. 
2. Whither Asia, P• 108. 
s. Ftiends of Jesus, January, 1931, front page. 
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OHAP.l!ER V 

THE ~"ORK OF THE PROPBE'l! - TBE KINGDOM OF GOD MOVEMENT 

A. Introduction 

'l!he present concern of this stu~ will be with the church 

and people of Japan today. We have seen hOVI, in the early 4a.ys of 

Protestant missions, the ruling feudal chieftains were displaced by 

the young Emperor Meiji, how a parliament was granted, and how the 

gover.nment removed the prohibitions against Christianity as a dagger~ 

oua foreign religion. Since then all the tides of modern life have 

been sweeping thro\lgh the nation, resulting in the arising of the most 

complex problems with Which 8Z1Y nation could be challenged. As baa 

been shown, the Christ~ movement has been at the foundation of all 

the g;reat changes that have taken place in the last seventy years in 

Japa11. Today, however, in the face of new situations the church has 

not seemed able to arise to the full s~ificance of her opportunities. 

One of the outstanding facts of the ~resent century is the emergence 

of the once submerged common people. With this the Christian movement 

is having to reckon, and for this need God has in a very peculiar way, 

it seeme, raised up his prophet who is loyal to both gover.o.ment and 

church. ThroUgh this man. a vision was given and out of this vision 

has been born the Kingdom of God Movement in which he has been seeking 

to unite all the forces of' the church in the bringitlg forth of a new 

Christian social order. 
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B. The Japanese Scene 

Jap~ is a great nation but her area is less than that of 

California. Onli' 15,8 per ceut of the land can be cultiva~ed; by 

terracing her mountains she can raise her DlB·ximwn possibilities of 

cultivation to 18 per cent. Nowhere in the world has agricult~e 

been so thorough and so efficient in the utilization of land, The 

writer on visits in Japan when going to and from China. was much Un

pressed With the intensiveness of farming and with the beauty of the 

tiny farms which looked like little gardens. When William .Axling went 

to Japan thirty-~wo years ago '10 per cent of the popula. tipn was rural, 

Of the present far.m situation he writes: 

•To<l~ 50 per cent of the population is crowded into ~broom 
cities. Moreover those who rami~ on the farms are facing a 
ma~or crisis. The cost of living has soared but the price of 
farm products has remained stationary, o:r slumped. Budgets can 
no longer be balanced. Farmers are going on the rocks by the 
tens of thousands every year. Al2l3,uall;v hundreds of thousands 
Of the fittest and fiiest sons and daughte:rs of the fields 
floCk to the cities.• 

On each cultivated area in Japan there are 2,722 people to 

the square mile, The problem of teeding a population of 60,000,000 

in so small a geographical area is a tremendous one. Suoh a situa-

tion is without parallel in 8:t1J other country ·in the world. The 

Japanese census of 1933 revealed a fact Which is also unparalleled by 

.-y other nation. The Tokyo correspondent of the New York Times, 

Rugh Byas, from the census record lll8kes this statement, "Japan's popu-

2 lation had a net increase last year of 1,00'1,868.• 

• • • • • • • 

1. William Axling: •Be Just to Japa;:~.", Christian Century, April 
.13, 1932, P• 474 •. 

a. Charles Clqton Morrisona "The Truth About the Japanese lllena.cett, 
Christian Century, January 3, 1934, p. 9. 
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Japan has no place in the western world to which her sur

plus population can emigrate except to Brazil, Which is now closing 

her doors as did Canada. and America. The recent position of Japan in 

the East has been critical because of the Shanghai episode and her 

policy in Mancburia which has brought upon her a storm of criticism 

8Dd disfavor. The victory in Manchuria has opened up a vast terri

tory which is pregnant with great possibilities of weal or woe both 

to herself and to other nations. 

At the beginning of the present century leaders with vision 

saw the on-coming problem of population and they launched a nation

wide industrial program, that swept millions of people into the fac

tories. Today the whole industrial program seems to be toppling over 

because of the world depression, the severe limitations of the coun

try• s natural resources and the building of tariff barriers. 

The flourishing condition of Japanese business and industry 

during the World War created a strong and prosperous middle class 

which gradually began to demand a change in politics, and to agitate 

for more libe:r:al policies in government. "la March, 1925, the uni

versal manhood suffrage law passed both houses of tbe parliament and 

ten million new voters were added to the old three million.•1 

No student of history can read of the present situation in 

Japan without concluding that Japan is jammed with desperately needy 

people ~ every department of national life. These people are out

standingly loyal, energetic, capable of learning, from all sources and 

• • • • • • • 

1. Yusuke Tsurwni: Present Day Japan, P• 27. 
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ef utilising the best. They are noted for their love of beauty and 

tor their innate politeness. There i,_ no other nation i:a. the world 

more sensitive to public opinion and more sealoua of national attain-

menta. This time of need offers the church her opportunitJ for a 

great forward movement. 

A better trained mi:a.istrr, better f~ced churches and bet

ter organised denominational mchi:a.err have all helped in the advance 

but these have not bro11ght the great awakening for which the church 

has prayed and worked. 

c. Preparation of the Prophet for 
the Kingdom of God Movement 

The two essential traits i:a. the character of Kagawa as Kurrar 

Walton so clearly perceives are: "~ constraining sense of the love of 

God and a ruthless kllowlecige of the need of humal1itr.•1 By a brief 

recital of some of the outstanding activities of Kagawa's life it mar 

be more clearly seen how this great soul has ye~ed over and unceas-

tngly worked for his people. For years he found that the more he 

studied slum psychology in preachiug and labor~ among the poor and 

under-privileged, the more he realised that the slums could never be 

banished from industrial life without curing the causes. He found 

these causes to be prinoipally the results of the industrial revolu-

tiona. In seeking a cure he organized the first real labor union in 

Japaa. For his labor activities he suffered imprisonment, persecution 

ana. the undeserved reputation of being a dangerous radical. He was 

• • • • • • • 

1. The Kingdom of God Movement, an appraisal, Japan Mission Year 
Book, 1951. p. 154. 
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largely responsible for the developmen~ of the Japan Federation of 

labor. Kaz1Y of those with whom he was daily associated had drifted 

in from the country districts, so with the burdeu of the tenants and 

farmers he 'brought about the National Peasants' Union of Japan. Of 

the begil:u:liDg of this organization, he says: 

"This wa.s when I cam:~ baCk from prison in Kobe after the great 
doekJard strike. It was then that I thought 1 t necessary to 
organize the peasants, so I invited seventy-two friends of mine 
from all over Japan to spend two nights in Shillkawa with me, 
and to organize in Kobe a. Y .K.C.A. I am not a farmer, so I 
asked ·~ friend Mr. Sugi~ to be the president of the Peasants' 
Union." 

In 1900 the first cooperative law in Japan waa passed. "At 

the present time there a.re nearly 1500 cooperatives with a total 

m~ership of 5,ooo,ooo.•2 In the cooperative system Kagawa saw 

how the credit union, the producers' and consumers• cooperations were 

working against the poor 1 aborers and tenant farmers 9 so he undertook 

to develop Christian cooperative~$ in Kobe, Osaka and TokJo. The now 

famous "Kagawa suits• come trom the Osaka cooperative which has real-

ized tinanoial success. tn Tokyo a cooperative movement was organized 

among the university students as well as among the laborers. Xegawa 

has organized among students in many centers cooperative buy~ and 

selling stores. 

After the great earthq'Qake in 1925 he went to Tokyo 'Where he 

rendered invaluable service for the gover-nment in relief wo~. His 

prompt act ion and wise use of resources committed to him did a great 

• • • • • • • 

1. Eleanor •• Hinder and Helen F. Topping, Toyohiko Kagawa, in 
Love the Law of Life, by Kagawa, PP• 25-26. 

2. The Kagawa Fellowship :Bulletin, November, 1933, p. 2. 
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deal to bring him into general favor as a labor leader. Of his 

activities we read~ 

"He was invited by that government to sit upon the Imperial 
Jconomic Commission and later upo11 the Government Conmissi.ou 
ou Unemplo:~JDe:Q.t. Later he became a membe;r of the Coll'lllli&sion 
o:q, Labor ExchaDges, and one of a conmittee of seven to s: tudy 
emigration and present advice upon this question. His re
•ea.rches during his three years of relief work included hous
i:Q.g, saD.itation, and other

1
measures for the production of 

worthy schemes of relief •" 

Today the government seeks bis advice on ma.tters concerning 

industrial reforms and labor conditions. The House of Peers after 

reading the story of his life and the conditions under which millions 

live, brought about a government approp;riatiOJ1 of $10,000,000 for 

slum reclamation program to cover a period of five years. Of this 

act of the government Kagawa says: 

"-1 wrote three books on alum life. The public was stirred and 
the Diet voted twenty million yen to abolish the alums of the 
aS.X largest cities in Jap~. But money is not enoug}l. Only 
boun4less love ~d seltisacrifice and above all the Spirit of 
God can abolish alums.~ 

-
DQ.ring his relief work in Tolqo he was to Pe found day after 

day and night after night preaching to bereaved groups. To them he 

soug~ to impart new life and hope through the preaching of the G9spel. 

Of this experie:q,ce he writes: 

"After the earthquake of 1923 I preach~d for one hundred and 
twenty-four successive nights in the various churches of Tokyo 
and received about 5700 decision 3ards from those who had de
cided for Christ in the meet illg •". 

• • • • • • • 

1. Bleazlor J.d. Hinder and Helel F • Topping: op. cit., PP• 34-35. 
2. ~awa: n1 JJ,ke to Live in the Slums" , Philippine Observer, 

February, 1934. 
3. Kagawa:· "'The Forward Movement in Japan", Missionary Review of 

the World, Wovember, 1931, P• 836. 
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Kagawa was a strong force in bringi.ns about manhood auf-

frega. When the measure passed. in 1925, he was ready to organize 

the first Farmer-Labor Party of Japan. As preparation for this he 

visited in America. and Europe where he investigated labor parties 

and political movements. When in England it was his pleasure to 

visit with Ramsey U&oDonald and other Labor ministers. When visit

ing in New York City there came to him a religious experience ill which 

he received an ~istakable revelation of God's will for future 

activities. He went ba~ to Japan with a deep conviction that he 

should appeal to his people throughout the country to give thel'DSelves 

to Christ, Since 1925 he has given more time to direct evangelistic 

work. In regard to decisions for Christ in his meeting he said that 

in 1926 he preached in Osaka. and received about 9,000 decision cards, 

and in 192'1 he travelled throughout Japm and received 15,000. 

From Kaga-.•s religious experience in New York City to the 

clear ()all ocmillg out ot the Passion Week of 1928 he has been continu

ously working, praying, and writing for individual regeneration by the 

power of the Cross and for social better.ment. The slums were his 

laboratory and Japan was his field in which he used for Christ the 

simple formula for social work, "1 love them, that is all." 1 In his 

application of this formula. through his passionate love for Christ 

and needy folk he has come into world prominence, as Robert E. Speer 

2 
has said, and as has been already stated in this thesis , by the very 

tualities Which do not seek it - simplicity, bumility, self-sacrifice 

• • • • • • • 

1. EleaD.or M. Hinder and Helen F. Topping: op! cit., p. 6. 
2. t;}f. .Antt:t. P• 1. 
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D. Readiness of the Church tor 
~he Kingdom of God Movement 

Before Kagawa heard the clear call in Easter Week, 1928, 

to launch forth on a great ev~elistic crusade, he had peen consider

ing the church of which he was a part. He saw it a.a yet weak, small 

sud in da.uger of being overwhelmed by the rapidly advancing tides of 

Ut.dustrialism and socialism, and yet he knew of the living, vital 

Christ who could impart new lite and power tor the crusade. The 

Christiq movement up to this time had been slow to accept his D)!tthods. 

The church had saarc~ly responded to the "ruthless needs of humanity ... 

Since the peginning of the century, however, developments in self-

support and unificati~ had been encouragiug and new life and expansion 

had been +eal iJed. Sherwood Eddy, J olm. R. Jlott and ma.Icy' capable 

Japanese evalJgelists such as the Rev. Paul Kanawari and Colonel 

Yamamuro had added appreciably to the growth of the church. The Stm-

day School, the Young Jlen•s and Young Women's Christian Associations 

had JDad.e large gains. Several women of outstanding Christian leader-

ship as Jladam H~rooka and Ma<~am Yojima had emerged from the Christian 

ranks. Heroic work had been done among ex-convicts and victims of 

~ity. The demand tor Bibles and Christian literature had been un-

precedented and much stress had been given to newspaper evangelism. 

With this new lite and expansion there still remains the alarmiug fact 

that Japan is by no means evangelized. The church is strongly en

trenched in the cities but it has scarcely begun its work in the great 

rural sections. Even in the cities there are masses Who have not been 

reached with the Gospel message. William Axling has recently given 
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the following figures of the unreaehed masses: 30,000,000 farmers; 

59278,000 industrial and factory workers; 597,000 fish~ folk; 

459,000 miners; 1,033,000 employees in transportation services and 

the 1,185,000 toilers engaged in public wotk8.1 These classes, he 

says, have been practically untouched during the past seventy years 

of mission work in Japaa. 

D. Do~ says of this present condition: 

~Tll.e Ohriatian for~~s, churches and missions, wol'lted valiantly 
a!ld boldl-3::.~ in the first lines of attack and entrenched theJnooo 
selves so deeply and securely in their bases that they have be
com almost immobile and find 1 t difficult, almost impossible, 
to move out into the villages. SUbstantial buildings tor city 
churches had to be built and now mnst be ma.intained so there 
seems to be little if any progress in the direction o:t

2
the 

nee¢1, unevangelized portions of the Japanese people." 

Kay it not be true that in the following words by Kagawa 

there is to be found a more accurate diagnosis of the situation: 

~Japanese cbnrches today have lost the zeal o:t the Keiji days, 
~d lack prayer meetings. Christians are se1f~satis:tied. 
They are satisfied with the stat~ quo. They are not seeking 
something better with deep desire. God is seeltizlg the world, 
b"Q,t we Christians are thinking in very small terms. We pray 
'God, give me 11JY dinner', 'let me travel i~ ~aa:tety•, .'be 
prosperous•, 'have good children•, 'let mr church prosper'S 
But God seta the world at war, millions of unemployed, delin
quents on the increase, men and women going to prison. • • • 
Jesus died on the Cross for us. The consciousness of redemp
tion gives us responsibility :tor the worst and lowest ~ 
being ••• •3 

• • • • • • • 

1. C:t. William Axling: "Attempting the Impossible :tor Japan", 
The J,tissione.ry Review of the World, Septeml>er, 1932, P• 475. 

2. D. E'()nnan: "liur~l Gospel Scho()ls", The Japan Year Book, j<930~~lp. 111. 
3. Kag~wa; ttA~ and Receivil'Jg",. Friends of Jesus, April, 1930, 

p. 29. 
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And further, revealing his diagnosis, he says; 

"Modern churches, torgetting the Cross, are scattered and 
individualistic. The more they forget the Cross, the more 
God pmishes them. In the Tenth Century, when Christianity 
forgot the Cross, it .was scourged by Mollam:nfld.iaism. .And in 
the Nineteenth Century, when it had surrendered to capital
ism came the :Marxian challeage. I tbank God tor tbis chal~ 
leng~a of :u:arx. *.rxism was not Christianity. :Marxism was 
a pmitive admonition. If Christ •s Cross had been thoroughli 
embraced by the Church, there would have been no chance for 
krxism to appear.nl 

E. The Kingdom ot God Movement 

1. Os.ll and the Million Souls' campaign 

At Easter time in 192~ manr of the Christian leaders of the 

world were gathered at the International Missionary Council at Jeru-

salem. At this memorable gathering attention was called to the fact 

that in every nation of the world the tillers of the soil which con-

stitu~e such a large proportion of the earth's population are a n~ 

lected class. The Christian forces were challenged to extend the 

evangelistic frontiers out into these needy sections. ~ in Japan 

Toroh~o Kagawa was spending the night watches of the Passion week in 

prayer. Of this experience William Axling writes: 

"There came to him a call, as clear as an evening bell, to 
launch a movement that would push the number of Christians 
of this land up to a round million, so that the strength of 
their united lives and influence would become a moulding 
force in all phases ot the nation's life."2 

In his reading and travel ~· had been de~tpli moved when 

studying the history of the Huguenots in France. Of this experience 

William A:l:ling writes: 

• • • • • • • 

1. Kagawa: "The :Motive of the Kingdom of God Movement", Friends of 
Jesus, February ... April, 1931, P• 5?. 

2. Japan Mission Year Book, 1930, pp. 139-140. 
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·~awa had beeB impressed with the parallel whiqh existed 
~etween the mission of that movement in relation to its en
vironment and that of the Christian movement in Jap~. He 
was further led to an ever deepening conviction that until 
Japanese Christianity has a follQWing of at least one million 
strong it can never repeat in this land the Huguenotic ac
complishment of fashioning a whole nation's moral, social, 
industrial and poetical ideals in the Christian mould.•l 

God had been leading Kagawa up to this supreme moment and 

He was preparing also His church for a great forward advance. This 

experience of Kagawa's gave.birth to the Killion Souls' Campaign out 

of which came the Kingdom of God Movement. 

The clearness of Kagawa's call and the burden for his peo

ple grew upon him, and he began to make plans for a far readhing 

crusading tour of Japan, which took the name of "A Million So:uls' 

Campaign. •" This crusade seemed at first to be taking the form of an 

extra-church movement. In the church, however, at this same time 

there was the moving of an aggressive evangelistic spirit. The Na-

tional 'Christian Council which was called in June to receive the re~ 

ports of Japan's eight delegates to the Jerusalem CoBterence voted 

unanimously to launch a one year's nation-wide evangelistic cam,paign. 

(The National Christian Council was organized in 1924 and is composed 

of practically all the Protestant churches and agencies in Japan.) It 

is not to be marvelled at that Kagawa was invited to becoJDe one of the 

leading speakers in this great evangelistic campa~. The two signif-

icant facts resulting from this year were: 

"First, that the heart of Japan was hungry, and, second, that 
Kagawa and his message were the man and the message for th!s 
hour in the history of Christian endeavor in this Empire.• 

• • • • • • • 

1. William .Axling: "The Kingdom of God Movement", in The Japan 
)!tission Year Book, 1930, P• 140. 

2. Ibid., P• 141. 
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Kagawa gives this amazing statement , which bears out the 

s~gn.ificance of thes.e facts: 

"From June 16, 1928 to Febrpary 1, 1930, we have held meetings 
from the northernmost part of Japan to the southernmost islan4, 
attended by 302,777 people, 20,918 of whom signed cards to be
come disciples of Christ. It is very easy to preach the gospel 
in Japa1,1 now. All the villages and towns and cities are open 
to us. Probably nowhere else in the world is there such a ripe 
field for Christ at present."l 

2. The Origin of the K~dom of God Movement 

In Kay, 1929, at the Jlott Conferences held at Kamak.Ura and 

!lara definite action of far reaching significance was taken. Both 

conferences voted to ask the National Christian Council to launch a 

national evangelistic campaign based •on Kagawa's plan."
2 

This recommendation was accepted and the Commission on 

Evangelism of the National Christian Council was asked to work out 

policies for such a campaign. William Axling, in writing about the 

movement taking shape says: 

"June 7, 1929, may in the coming years stand out as a milestone 
in the history of the Christian conquest of Japan. On that day 
the members of the Oonmission on Evangelism of the Christian 
Council and representatives of the Kagawa Co-Operatives in Japan 
met in Joint session, and after prayer and careful consideration 
voted to set up a central committee for the purpose of taking 
over this 'Million Souls • Uo.vement • and aggressively carrying 
it fonm.rd. .. > 

"The personnel of this Central Com:nittee numbers thirty 
and ie representative of the whole Christian movement. Kagawa 
is fltill the throbbing heart of the movement, the spirit11&l 
ge~ius a1,1d d~ic personality around Which the campaign will 
be centered."3 

• • • • • • • 

1. Toyoh~o Kagawa: "It is Easy to Preach the Gospel in Japan No'", 
PP• 3•4 •. 

2. William .Axling: op. cit., P• 141. 
3. W:illiam Axlitl.g: ttThe Kingdom of God Caropa.ign. in Japan" , The 1lis

.~ionary Review of .. the World, September, 1930, P• .661. 
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In the manife•to issue~ by the Central Committee is to be 

found the motive for the three year period, as here stated: 

"Nineteen hundred and thirty, the year in which it is pro-
posed to begin this cam,pa:tgn, commemorates the twentiet)l 
century period since Christ began his public ministry. We 
believe that it is most fittillg for us Christians to follow 
in the footsteps of our Lord, an~ for three years give our
selves as Re did for a similar period to aggressive evangelism.•1 

On January 1, 1930, after six months of careful preparation, 

the campaign was launched under the title of .. The Kingdom of God 

Movement.• Mass meetings were held simultaneously in the six largest 

cities of the Empire. 

3. The Challenging Program 

The movement had three phases, to quote Kagawa: 

"One to be launched in each of the three years of the first 
time - schedule of the 11/Iovement: evangelism in 1930; educa
tion in 1931; an~ Christianizing economics,2thro~h starting 
Christian eo-operative societies, in 1932." 

John R. 11/Iott, in brief sqs that the plan embraces the fol

lowing activities: 

"1. Organization of a network of prayer: early morning prayer 
meetings in every church and city to pray for a revival of 
faith; prayer with a new spirit in the 1800 churches in · 
Japan for a revival of faith; monthly united prayer meet
iugs of all clnrches in every city; an annual conference 
for special prayer and preparation for the above purpose. 
In other words, a conference for prayer, and nothing else. 

2. Personal evangelism. 

3. Evangelism through literature. 

4. Educational evangelism. 

• • • • • • • 

1. William .Axling: op. cit., P• 652. 
2. ~.oyohiko Kagawa: "The Three Main ObJectives of the Kingdom of 

God Kovem.ent", The International Review of Missions, July, 1931, 
P• 22. 
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5. Evangelism through service. 

6. Eural evangelization • 
.. 

7. Evangelization of fishing folk. 

8. Evangelization in mining camps. 

9. Evangelization of the labor classes. 
-

10. !he training of real evangelists. Better workers alone will 
not suffice. Five thousand preachers should be trained at 
oace.•l 

4. ~he ~oss Principle 

Jagawa•s whole program for the reconstruction of societ~ 

centers around the Cross and the teachings of Christ. !o him, Christ 

is continuously a living vital reality. He says: 

"If you only preach and do not practice the love of Christ, 
you will not understand the meaning of suffering. The need 
of sacrifice was the central teaching of Jesus Christ. He 
was conscious of the need ot suffering and ot the cross. 
£ave and the cross are the basis of the Christian church and 
on the cross of Jesus we must construct our new society.2 

"After the great industrial revolution, unfortunately the 
Christian church tailed to practice the principle of the cross. 
Therefore, what we need toliay is a. thorough-going reconstruc
tion of the economic and social systems based on the principles 
of the cross. Capitalism and Conmmism are both failures in 
constructing real society. What we need is to revive the spirit 
ot the Sermon on the Mount and to live up to it.•3 

To him there is nothing that can surpass the love ot Christ, 

Of this he declares: 

"The love of Christ stands out as the greatest thing known to 
llmnanity. It is only as we shall bear in our hearts the Cross, 
and express.in our lives God's love, that we may lift the fallen.•4 

• • • • • • • 

1. John R. Mott: "Meeting the World's Greatest Need", The Mission
ary R~view of the World, Ja.n~ry, 1931, PP• 14•15. 

2. foyo~ilto Kagawa: "Christians are Dangerous", The Christi831 Inter~ 
~tiona.le., June, 1933, P• 23. 

3. Ibid. ct. also Ante, p. 31. 
4. Ella. D. McLaurin: "Woman's Foreign Mission Bulletin", The Mission

f:!.rY Review of the World, September, 1928, p. 749. 
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Of the Cross and teachi~s of Christ he sa,s: 

"Christ's sermon on the mount would not have left the Chris• 
tian record in history. It is Christ's Cross Which has 
chiefly done this. Not his teachi~ alone, but his whole 
practice of love to the uttermost •" 

!he motive of the K~dom of God Movement is briefly stated 

"The Cross is the motive of the Ki~dom of God Movement, The 
JJlOtive is that Christ died tor us. We are unworthy ot that 
precio'QS tact. Pursued by that Lov!, we cannot but become 
heirs ot Christ's Blood and Death." 

' . 
To h~ the gospel presents a further motive as shown in his 

interpretation of LUke 4:18-19 which is thus stateda 

"The Gospel of emancipation meant five things: 
1. Economic e~oipation (preaching to the poor). 
2. fsychologioal emancipation (healing the broken-hearted). 
3. Social e~cipation (preaching deliverance to captives). 
4. Physical emancipa~ion (recovery of sight to the blind), 
5, Political emancipation (setting at liberty them that are 

bruifled) ... 3 
.. 

"We are working for those five points: Economic, psychological, 
social, physical, and political emancipation. The Gospel of 
Christ reaches eve~y point in human living. The love of Christ 
reaches every point in human living. The love of Christ reaches 
th;'ough to uplift the heart of every man toward God· So I want 
to carry the Gospel of Christ into ordinary living. I know that 
Christ is the Master, the Individual God, because He gave us 
love, and Love is Eternal, Love is all-sufficient. I take the 
Gospel of Christ as the Cross of Blood, the Prayer of Love, the 
Adventure of Love, the Victory of. Love.n4 

• • • • • • • • 

l. Toyohikei Kagawa: "The Society Sought by Christ", Christian Cen-
tury, October 21,"1931, P• 1313. . 

2. Toyoh+Jto Kagawa; "The Motive of the Kingdom of God Movement", 
Friends of Jeaus,.Februacy-April, 1931, P• 57. 

3. Toyoh1lto Kagawa: "Following in His Steps", Friends of Jesus, 
January, 1931, P• 6. _ 

4. Toyoh1lto Kagawa: "lt is Easy to Preach the Gospel Now in Japan", 
P• 4. 
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s. Some Campaign Activiti~s 

It was after the Kingdom of God Movement ha4 been ~11 

launched that there appeared in the editorials of the Christian Cen

tury a remrkable fact concerning the modern prophet and the chnrch 

in ~apan. The statement reads: 

•Perhaps the most significant missionary situation in the world 
t:z:.ists in Japan. A new type of Christian evangelism has come 
to the fore there, led by that Ja~ese prophet, Toyo~iko Kagawa. 
Christian missions seem actuallJ to be in process of being :aa.ved 
in Japan. They have become within the past few mont!1 one of the 
co~elling social and intellectual factors in Japan.~ 

The above stateDSnt seems all the more remarkable in the 

light of a piece of challenging government wor.kwhich was demand~g 

part of Kagawa's time. The winter of 1930..1931 found the city of 

Tokyo facing a most difficult situation. The city was spending 

$5,000,000 a year in relief work and still the poor were in a pitiful 

condition. The Social Welfare Bureau with a staff of over eight 

hundred could not grapple with the situation. J4ayor Horikiri turned 

to Kagawa as the one capable of putting the Bureau on an efficient 

basis. To Kagawa this was another challenge for sacrificial service 

in helping desperately needy folk. He could not refuse. For over a 

year, in the midst of the evangelistic activities, he gave ten days 

of each month to the reorganization of the Bureau and to the needs of 

the city's sufferer~.2 He was severely criticized ~7 some Of his 

friends who felt that he should give his full time to the Kingdom of 

God Movement. His reply was that he had been preaching the Gospel of 

Christ and now he must accept also this challeage tor practicing it. 

• • • • • • • 

l• ~r1es Clayton Morrison: "Call Christian Missions be Savedt" 
Cbr:l.st ian oen turJ, Jlaroh 1.2, 1930, pp. 326-327. 

2. Of. William A:z:.ling: Toyo~iko Kagawa, pp. 90-91. 
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Ria action was well rQll.rded.. Of it Sherwood Ed4Y writes: 

•In 1930 Kagawa was called 'bY the Mayor of Tolcyo to a govern
ment position as the head of the s.ocial Bu~au of the nnmioi
pality at a yearly salary of $9.000. Although desperately in. 
need, of money, he retused the.salary in order to retain his 
freedom, undertaking the duties of the office as a volun.tar,r 
worker. Here he introduced a program of manicipal socialism, 
looking after a hundred and forty institution.s.and a staff of 
eight hundred employed workers. He endeavored to put the so
cial work of the city on. a cooperative basis. His une~loy
ment Insurance Bill was adopted by the Municipal Assembly and 
went into effect on February, 1930. Tbe Mayor adopted his 
social 'bud.get for that year in. toto, and added $25,000 for 
eleven additional settlemen,ts. When the city made him a per
sonal donation. of a thousand yen., he immediately donated it 
to the 'Save the Baby Society•. The whole M~icipal .Assefbly 
gathered for a three hour lecture on his social program.• 

In. regard to his ability as an authoritative speaker on. 

social affairs Eddy continues: 

•Be is one of the few men in. Japan who has sufficiently mas-. 
tared the economic principles of Col'JUI.\Ulism, Socialism and 
Oa.pitalie to be able to fill the largest halls with students, 
answer their social questions and meet them on the~r own 
ground..•2 

As remarkable as were Kagawa's accomplishments as Chief Ad ... 

viser of the Social Bureau of Tolcyc for 1930• his achievements as a 

crusader for Christ seemed even greater. When he came to the close of 

the first ye~'s program of the Kingdom of God Movement he seemed quite 

well satisfied with results. This is manifest in the following statis

tics and statement given by him: 

~For 1930 the official statistics of The Kingdom of God Move~ 
~t were: 10,2'18 meetings, attellded by approximately 262.344 
people, and addressed by about 50 speakers sent from head
quarters on 630 different occasions. I myself received about 
11,500 decision ca.rds from those seeking Christ. The main re-

• • • • • • • 

1. Sherwood Eddy: Challenge of the East, P• 138. 
2. Ibid., P• 141· 
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sult• to stress, however, are not such statistics. The fact 
that inter~enominational co-operation in evangelism is suc
cee~ing and gathering momentum daily is the result desired 
fo~ 1930 for the Kingdom of God :lllovemeXLt. At the risk of 
repetition let me reiterate that quantitative results are 
not the tmmediate desideratum. It is the fact that evangelism 
has been organized that constitutes the significance of the 
first year of the movement.•l 

The orgSl1 of the movement has been the Kingdom of God Weekly 

which has been one of the most effective evangelistic forces. Sixteen 

hundred thousand copies go forth each year into homes throughout Jap&XL. 

The country is beiBg sOWXL with OhristiaXL literature especially pre-

pared tor the cam.paign.. Kagawa has written more thaXL sixty books and 

more than a millioXL copies of these have beeXL sold. Both the A.nsrican 

Bible Society and the British Bible Society have issued special King-

dom of God editions of the New Testament. 

In the second and third years the t~ainillg of lay evangelists, 

the opening of peasant gospel schools and the development of Christian 

cooperatives were stressed. Kagawa had made a careful study of the 

Brotherhood Movement down thro~h cburch history. In his program for 

community life for Japan is to be seen a reflection of the best in this 

movement, especially would be borrow from the Danish school system that 

which seems to be the c&XLtral factor iXl Danish civilization. 

The movement completed its first three years in November, 

1932, without Sl1Y iXlterruptioXLs. It cannot be claimed that the eXLtire 

nat ion had exper ience(J. a religious awakening. Through it , however, 

the Christian forces of Japan bad learned to cooperate and there is 

• • • • • • • 

1. Toyobilto Kagawa: •The Three Main ObJectives of the Kingdom of 
God :lllovement", The International Review of Jllissions, July, 1931, 
P• 335. 
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every indication of far-reaching results not only throughout Japan 

but throughout a church universal. 

In the rec•t book, •Japanese Woman Speak,,. the following 

summary of the three years' campaign is given: 

"~here had been over four thousand meetings, at Which some two 
thousand preachers and teachers had participated, with t9tal 
audiences of nearly a million persons. During this tina there 
were several general conferences for Christians and ~ecial 
group meetings for school principals as well as leotures and 
discussions on economics and industrial problems With visitipg 
foreign Christian leaders and experiments in rural schools.•l 

~he second period of the Kir.gdom of God Jlovement. is now 

under way. It was necessary for Kagawa. in 1933 to travel less ex-

t~ ively because of his own evangelistic and settlement woi'k, but 

he gave to the Central Conm.ittee the service of his own rural experts. 

He gave himself to writing, public speaking and other ways of obtain-

ing money for his work• He led evangelistic meetings for the move-

ment in and near ~okyo. For the year 1934 he has pledged his full 

time to the moveuent. 

~he first atmual meeting of the Kagawa Fellowship was held 

at Koguei, a suburb of Tokyo, from November 15-17, 1933. Fifty mis

sionaries gathered for this two days • retreat. A dz'ama.tic moment in 

the retreat came When Kagawa announced tha.t he planned to lighten his 

bJU"den by entrusting some of his institutions to others, so that he 

could again give full time to the wol'k of the canpaign. The following 

~s a report of the address which brought such great joy to the Central 

Comittee of the National Christian Council: 

• • • • • • • 

1. Michi Kawai and Och1m.i Kubushiro: Japanese Women Speak, P•. 30. 
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••IU.". X'aga.wa outlined in speech and crayon his nwnerous actiV"'! 
ities thro'PShout ~apan for personal evangelism a.nd social re
c~struction: cburches, labor settlemeats, day nurseries, 
peasant gospel schools, experimmt farms of one acre each, co
opera~ives aUd especially his most recently established medical 
cooperation and hospital, peace won, literary won, etc. , 
etc., the clilllax of which portrayal was reached in the an
no'tlJ1cement that, having spent nm.cb of the present year in the 
reorganiJation of these various redew.ptive agencies tor which 
he is personally responsible he has promised to give prac
tically all of his time in 1934 to evangelistic travel and 
speaking for the official Kingdom of God Movement in the out
lying villages and towns of the ew.pire accepting only third
class travel allowance from those who desire his services.•1 

'P. J. Price, a menber of the fellowship group, said that 

their great joy in associating with KBgawa in the retreat was mixed 

with pain because the Cross seemed ever before him beckoning him on. 

He said that they understood sonething of what the disciples must 

have felt '9ihEil. Jesus spoke to them about His sUffering in the closing 

months of His ministry.2 

6. Ultimate Goal 

The Kingd.om of God Movement oont inues with an ever growing 

aad unfolding program. World-wide intere.st has been awakened espe-

cially by Kaga'n.'s recent visits to .America, Canada, China and now in 

the Philippines. u. M. McGuire gave the following evaluation in 1930: 

"Aa, at present developed it seems to me to give promise of be
ing one of the most, if' not the most momentous movement~" both 
spiritually and socia.lly since the days of' Martill Luther ... s 

One of the late developments of' the movement is the Chris

tian Internationale of Prayer Fellowship. At the national conference 

• • • • • • • 

1. Kagawa Fellowship Bulletin: November, 1933, p. 3. 
2. Of, P. J. Price: 11Xaga\V"& Fellowsbip Retreat•, Japan Christian 

Quarterly, January, 1934. 
3. tf• M. McGUire: Friends of' Jesus, April, 1930, P• 7. 
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of Clu'istian leaders in Sl"Jangbai, in January 1931, Kagawa stlgg8sted 

a Christian Internationale of Prayer and Fellowship. He req~sted 

that all prS{f tor the world's awakening to the reality of the Cross 

of Jesus. His request was: 

•Please pray for all nations, for the so-called Christian 
u.atio~, and for the mission field. Let us have a v;orld
wide prayer band. When we had a great prayer-meeting of over 
a thousBJld people t}lis New Year's in Toqo, we prrqed for 
China very earnestly. Tbat is the only way to make the two 
~e.tio~a come together. If the Christians get power, if they 
get a message, they can transform the present world sitoqa.
tion."l 

This request met with immediate response. The Christim 

I~ternatiCI'le.le has begun to take form, and is rapidly spreading. 

Kagawa hopes to have this become a 'WOrld-wide reality. The first 

official publication, "Christian Inte;rnationale,11 was issued June 

1933. 

Out from the Kingdom of God Movement bas come this ultimate 

goal which is thu.s expressed by Kagawa: 

"We must thoroughly understand the nature of the Kingdom of 
G()d. Movement of rede.m,ption, redeeming the lea~t, the sill11ers, 
the outcasts, and living up to the blood of Jesus ct).rist. 
For this movement there are not nations. This movement is 
the Intel:1lat1onale. There is no division in heaven - no 
Japan, no America, no Canada in heaven. When

2
we look up to 

the blue of heaven there are no borderlin"es •" 

At the present time plans are under way for the cooperation 

of the movement With the Oxford Group Movement. To some this would 

seem to spell disaster to the united efforts of the churches in Japan 

While others feel the Grou_p principles and practices are closely re-

• • • • • • • 

1. Marion R. Draper: The Christiaa Internationale, June, 1933, PP• 1,13. 
2. Toyohiko Kagawa: 11It is Easy to Preach the Gospel "Now in Japan.,• 
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lated to Kagawa's program. Marion R. Draper, in voicing her opinion, 

says: 

"If the Oxford Group Movement needs the social vision of the 
Kingdom of God Movement it is equally true that the Kingdom 
of God Movement needs the fire and life of the Ox!ord Group 
Kovement to give dynamic to its program.• 

It has bee~ shown how God was preparing his prophet and his 

people for the great ta~ of reaching out into the unevangelized sec-

tiona of Japan. ~hen it was sho~ how a clear call came to the prophet 

and, at the same time, the church arose to greater eva.ugelistic en .. 

deavor. This resulted in the launching of a great campaign Which has, 

to the present time, become world-wide in its significance. If the 

hostile forces in Japan should again react to the Christian message 

and drive out Christianity from the cities as was done in the sixteenth 

and seventeenth centuries, would not the message of the Cross, as it 

is now being presented to the rural dist~icts, still survive! 

~his question was answered in the affirmative at the thirty-

second annual session of the Federation of Christian Missions in Japan 

in 1933. Kagawa in a lecture emphasized the im,portance of training 

lay leaders for evangelistic work throughout the country. He gave as 

his conviction that a nationalistic stor.m was threatening the enpire. 

Dr. J[. Sugiyama, a co-worker with Kagawa in rural work, in a paper be-

fore the conference, corroborated his statement, and further suggested: 

"a faith which ministered to both the spiritual and social needs of the 

rural districts would still survive.• 2 

• • • • • • • 

1. Marion R. Draper: "The Christian Internationale," in The Christian 
Internationale, June, 1933, p. 1. 

2. T. T. Brumbaugh: "Kagawa Sees Nationalistic Stor.m Threatening," 
Christian Century, September 13, 1933, P• 1154. 
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COE'OLUSION 

It has beext. the purpose of this thesis to show that 

To7ohilto Kagawa, With the cha.):'acteristics of a prophet,is entering 

into Japa.uese life and by his message and work is bringing forth a 

new social order. In him are to be found some of the characteristics 

that were manifest in the life of Xs.vier, the first representative of 

the Christian movement in Japan. Both were yo~ me of wealth and 

social influence, and possessors of keen minds a.ud fervent hearts. 

They gladly yielded their lives as evangels of the Truth and, with 

courage, self~sacrifice and a passion for souls, their restless spirits 

aver reached o~t into new fields of conquest for the Kingdom. Their 

nethods, however, are vastly different. xavier in his zeal for the 

glory, power and extension of the Church of Roma introduced into Japan 

metho4s that later caused a reaction to ChristianitY, resulting in the 

expulsion of the missionaries, terrible persecution of the Christians 

and closed doors to the wester.n nations for two and one-half centuries. 

Kagawa, in his passionate abandonment to the Truth, bas sought no easy 

or earthly methods in adding great multitudes to the church. To him 

complete regeneration by the power of the Cross of Christ is the only 

sure way of entrance in'tlo the Church Universal. 

In Kagawa is seen a man in so many ways like the early 

pioneers of Protestant Christianity in Japan. With the reopening of 

the nation by Comnodore Perry this band of noble and courageous mis-

siona.ries entered right into a hostile atmosphere and by noble living, 

an!! the useful employment of time, !?roved that they were emissaries of 

no earthly power which sought political ends. By the force and power 
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of their message and their nethods they won out. They had so wrought 

that when the flood tides Of weste~ civilization poured into the 

nation, Christianity had a leavening influence in all the :as.rvelous 

changes that took place with such kaleidoscopic rapidity, As these 

early missionaries pioneered in their day, Kagawa is .pioneering in 

his day. Ill a new and cha.llengmg situation he is blazmg a. trail 

right into the heart of Japanese lite. For him the atmosphere has 

cleared, in that the Christians are no longer regarded as an 11 evil 

sect." As a pioneer of his day he would demonstrate to his people 

that the Cross of Christ has power to transform the whole realm of a 

nation's life. Like the early pioneers he, too, is simple and modest, 

marvelously gifted. and willing for whatever is necesl'Sary of self-· 

sacrifice, patience and incessant work in order to see the realization 

of his vision for the advancement of Christ's Kingdom. 

When the strong naticm.aJ.istio spirit swept over Japan, re

sUlting in a react ion against things western, the church again sut-: 

fered. The samurai Christians exerted a. potent influence in strong 

Christian fortitude and leadership. Into the ranks of the samurai 

clasa Kagawa was born a.t about this time a.s one destined for a. great 

and far reaching wol'k. As a young 1 ad he accepted, the challenge of 

the Cross and by its power his life was transformed and he went march

ing into the 11dregs of human societ~- the slUDB of Kobe, with the 

banner of the conquering Christ. For years in the slmna he has poured 

out his very soul for Christ in ministering to broken humanity. He 

has labored so efficiently, so intell~ently and so systematically 
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that today he is sought out by his government as m expert adviser 

in social and economic situations. 

Christianity has found in him a prophet of a better day 

for Japan. He has bridged the gap between the church and the un-

eV&Dgelized millions, and is leading out into a great campaign, cen~ 

tered in the Cross of Christ. By the power of this Cross he would 

attack avery form of social eVil and meke the principles of Christ 
A 

the role of life for all Japan. His ultimate goal is noth~ less 

than tha.t of bringing the world into a great Christian fellowship. 

~he writer has followed Kagawa with almost breathless inter-

est in the study of his many and varied activities. There is no ques~ 

tion in her mind but that he is God's prophet with a vision, message 

and program suited to the present situation in Japan. How great is 

this man, how marvelous are his accomplishments and how dependent he 

is upon God! Let us listen to the burden of his prayer in his own 

words: 

"Take Thou the burd.en, Lord; 
I am .. exhausted with this heavy load. 

Jly tired hands tremble, 
And I stumble, stumble , 

Along the way. 
Oh, lead with Thine unfailing arm 

Again today. 

Unless Thou hold me, Lord., 
The road I journey on is all too hard; 

Through trust in Thee alone 
Can I go on. 

Not for self tbus do I groan; 
My country is the load I bear. 

Lord, hear my prayer, 
Jlay Thy strong hand 

Strike off the chains of m::1 loved land. 
God, draw her close to Theel" 

(Translation by.Lois Erickson) 1 

• • • • • • • 
1. Kagawa Ca.lmdar, July, 1934. 
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