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PARENT EDUCATION IN RELATION TO CHILD NURTURE
WITH SPECTAL REFERENCE TO INFANT BAPTISM

IN THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
TNTRODUCTTON

A, The Problem Stated

In the Lutheran Church as well as in other churches which
practice Infant Baptlsm, this Service is the first occasion when the
church spéaks publicly and direetly to individual parents conecerning
the new member of their femily. It is true that there may be many ine
direct or informal refersnces to parent-child reletionships, but in the
service of Baptism the pastor follows a generally accepted pattern of
procedurse which is primarily besmed at individuals. This pattern, both
in respect to what is said and done, is a means of the church voicing
its official teachings so that all who hear and see may know what the
church believes. With this setting in mind, the orders followed in any
service are a real part of the Church's educational program.

Meny writers are urging the churches in general to speak
clearly to parents in comnection with their responsibility for the
spirituel nurture of their children. One writer states it thus:

He [ the child] is committed to his earthly parents to be trained
for God's service. The parents have a responsibility they csnnot
evade; and when they sesk to evade it, 1t is the duty of the Church

and State, acting in partmership, to commit it again to them,
essisting them when necessary.

L ] L] L L] L d *

l, Frenk E. Gasbelein: Christian Educetion in a Democracy, p. 239.
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The question then arises: Does the order for Infant Baptism
used in the Evangelieal Lutheran Church, in which the church speaks to
the setting of an infant child in s family, properly instruet the parents
of that child in their responsibilities for the Christien nurture of

their child?
B. The Problem Delimited

‘This thesis will not engage in a defense of the Lutheran
view of Baptism. Neither will it attempt to examine all phaées of the
service of Baptism. The phase of child nurture which will receive at=
tention is that which refers to the pre-school child, nsmely, the period
of early childhood. That aspect of the éhurch's parent education program
will be considered which relates parents to the Christien nurture of
their young children. Special reference will be made to that part of
the parent education progream which is contributed by the service of

Infent Baptism in the Evangelical Lutheran Church.
C. The Problem Justified

Since the order for Infant Baptism is a part of the parent
education program, it is important that it fully utilize the opportunity
to make clear to parents their own responsibility. For example, the
order does include an exhortation to provide instruction for the child,
but the charge is addressed to the sponsors. The parents have no such
charge, Furthermore the ingtruction urged is thet which is of a direct
nature, that is, with the use of textbooks, Such instruetion cannot
be adaptable to the infant child, yet it is the infent child that needs

nurture first.
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Another reason for giving attention to the parent-eduscation
aspects of the service of Infant Baptism is this: The service is
usually a part of the regular worship service. This means that it is
a public service and therefore the guidance given to the particular
parents involved is also instruction for all other parents and parent-
to=be, Coupled with this is the fact that recurring statements and
procedures such as result from having an order for the service can be
effective teaching tools.

A joint commission on liturgy, representing several Lutheran
synods, has been appointed to work out orders for worship services and
for ministerial acts which will be acceptable to their respective
groupss This commission has already submitted, to the church bodies
involved, proposed revisions, including & proposed order for Infant
Baptism. The fact then, that the Altar Book mey soon receive official
revision, mekes this study a timely one.

One more reason for engaging in this study is that there is
evidence of erronsous attitudes on the part of parents who bring their
childran for Infant Baptism. This is indicated by writers too. One
writer states: ¥It is a pity that %o many'parents baptism is merely a
ceremony for naming the child,®l Another puts his thought this way:
"I em afraid thet many parents; even among church members, bring their
children to Baptism simply to follow a eustdm, which they do not wish
to disregard. They give it no more serious thought than that.,"2 4
more extended odmment in this connection is this:

L Ld . * L] L

l, Jacob Tanner: The Value of Baptism For My Life, p. 4.
2. Olaf Guldseth: When Bringing Your Child to Baptism, p. 2.
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The Christian parent, therefore, has not fulfilled his whole duty
to the child when he has had it baptized. It is now the parents!
duty, or rather it should be considered the parents' most blessed
privilege to keep that child in covenant relationship with the
blessed Redeemer, This also belongs to the teaching of the Church
of the Reformation. This point, however, many parents seem to for-
gets Many who are sound on the question of Baptismal Grace, are
very unsound as to a parent's duty to the baptized child.l

A1l of the above quoted writers are respected in the Evange-

lical Lutheran Church.
De The Method of Procedure

The first step in this study will be the examination of a
variety of publications in the field of Christian nurture in order to
discover the general views regarding the role of parents in relation
to the Christian nurture of their children during early childhood.
References to the church's relation to the parents in this connection
will also be noteds The publications selected will include books,
pamphlets, and periodicals representing viewpoints of both those who
do and those who do not practice infant baptism,

The second step will involve a consideration of parent
training in relation to child nurture as actually carried out in the
programs of twelve churches in the United States, designated by the
Christian Century as "Great Churches of America."? The phase of the
programs emphasized will be that related to infant baptism, or dedi-
cation, though the regular church program, as it aims to inform and
assist the parents in fulfilling their obligations for the Christian

L ] * - L d L 4

1. G. He Gerberding: The Way of Salvation in the Imtheran Church, p. 55
2. Christian Century, Volume 67 (Jan. - June, July - Dec. 1950).
(A 1list of these churches will be found in Appendix A.)
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nurture of their children, will also be considered.

In order to secure relevent informetion from these churches
a8 questionnaire was sent'to each of them. Those churches from whom no
completed questionnsire wes received, will be considered briefly on
the basis of the articles concerning them in the Christian Century.

The third step will involve a critioal examination of the
present procedures in the baptism of infants in the Evengelical
Lutheren Church as set forth in the Altar Book,1 Almanac,z and Litur=
gical Texts.® The regular order for infant Beptism is found in the
Altar Book, en 6ptiona1 order is found in the Almenac, and & proposed
order is found in Liturgical Texts. The objective of the exemination
will Ee to discover the expliéit end implicit instructions given in
the orders which are relevant to the role of parents in relation to
the Christian nurture of their baptized child. On the basis of the
findings, the orders will be evaluated in the light of the evidence
presented in chapters one and two.

. L . L4 L L

1. Altar Book (Evangelical Lutheran Church), pp. 69-74.

2. Almenac (1951). Handbook for Pastors in the Evengelical Lutheren
Church, ppe. 136~139,

3+ Liturgicel Texts, pp. 24-28,
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CHAPTER I

THE ROLE OF PARENTS IN CHRISTIAN NURTURE
DURING EARLY CHILDHOOD

AND THE IMPLICATIONS_FOR THE CHURCH
A, Introduction

By the very manner in which children enter upon life here on
earth, & relationship is established between children and their parents
which is personal, intimate, and neerly all inclusive. This relationship
does involve thg physicel realm and there seems to be a general realiza-
tion of the unique physical responsibility that parents heve for their
children by the simple fact of the parents' physical relationship to the
child. However, when the child's spiritual welfare is considered, there
are many indicetions thet the responsibility of the parents is often
only dimly recognized. While theré are meny who apparently would not
even regard their child as a gift from God, and thus do not consider
God in this issue at all, this thesis is concernsd with the rols of
parents in Christien child nurture.

The purpose of this chapter is to discuss the nature and scope
of the role of parents in Christian education of pre-school children,
especially during infancy. Attention will also be given to the church's

relation to this responsibility on the part of parents,

-1-
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The procedure used to attain the goal will involve the exeme
ination of the wvariety of publicetions in the field of Chrisgtian nurture
for their emphases on the sources snd means of such Christian nurture
during early childhood, The publications include books, pamphlets, and
periodicals representing viewpoints of both those who do and those who

do not practice infant beptism.

Be The Role of Parents in Christien Nurture

During Eerly Childhood

l. The Inevitability of Perent Responsibility for Christian Nurture.

By the simple definition that parents are those who beget |
or bring forth offspring, it becomes obvious that there is & relation-
ship between parents and their children which goes far beyond human
choice. This chapter will not discuss the laws eof heredity which bind
the parents and children together, but it needs to be kept in mind thet
the responsibilities of parents for their children are rooted in this
basic parent-child relationship., As indicated in the introduction to
this chapter, the task here is to discover what writers are saying with
reference to the perents' responsibility for the spiritual welfare of
their children,

Many authors meke sweeping stetements in this comnection. A
few of these will be quoted in order to get their emphasis clearly to

the fore.

e+ Teaching Unavoideble in Parenthood.
Regina W, Wiemen writes: ™It is inescapable truth that the

degree of wise consistency of parenté provides the foundations for the
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child's relations to his femily, community, nation, and God as he
matures."’ Hermen J. Sweet approaches the issue in this way:

Just in passing, may we explode that ridiculous theory widespread
among modern parents and expressed by one mother thus: 'We are not
giving our children any formal religious training until they are old
enough to choose for themselves. It seems so unfair to give a child
ideas of God end religion when he is too young to choose and discrime-
inate,' And in what sort of vacuum is the child to be reared until
this age of discretion is reached? . . ., If they [the children] are
not getting a helpful concept of God, then they may be getting idees
of God as the policemsn, the bogy men, the tyrant, or the capricious
satisfier of selfish wants. This sort of God comes from false teach-
ing or from no teaching at all,

Later on in the same book he states: ™Whether they accept the
role or not, parents are teachers. Indifference, neglect, criticism,
and lack of appreciation carry their own lessons ™9 |

Robbie Trent offers this: ™Shall I teach my child of God?

I am answering that question every day. For good or for ill, positively
or negatively, for faith of for fear, I am teaching my child of God "%

It is on the basis of empheses like those above thet the
statement is mede that parents' responsibility for the Christian nurture
of their children is inescapable, Parents are teachers; the results

5

mey be either good or bad., Other writers too give this emphasis,” end

it is noted that the thinking is much the same regardless of the view
that may be held relative to infant baptism.
Moreover, parent responsibility for Christlan nurture does

not stem only from the fact that parents and children are uniquely

1. Regina W, Wiemen: Does Your Child Obey, pp. 61-62,

2, Hermen J., Sweet: Opening the Door for God, p. 392.

30 Ibido, Pe 120. X

4. Robbie Trent: Your Child and God, p. 1l4. Cf., H. Je. Sweet, op. cit.,
Pe 29.

5. Cf. Be Be Staples and E. D, Staples: Children in a Christian Home,
pps 556-56, Leslie B, Hohman: As the Twig is Bent, p. 3.
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related, It is also placed upon the parents by God himself.l an explicit
statement to this effect is given by F. E. Geebelein as follows:

Parents are under divine obligation to provide their children with

more than the physicel aspects of & home; while they may use the

school to give them experience they cannot give, the home is prior

to end above the school and even by the time the child is ready for

school, it will have given him, for better or worse, a foundation

of crucial importance,

Thus it is seen that both the natural relationship existing

between parents and their children and God'é desire for parents are in

complete accord in the matter of the parents' responsibility for the

spiritual nurture of their children.

b. Parental Influence in Berliest Childhood.
Thet this responsibility is relevant to the child's early
_childhood may-be discovered by observing what writers say as to the
fime, in the child's life, when Christian nurture begins. Mr. Hawneros,
for example, says that impressions are made before verbsl communications
are possible: ™"that which has gripped the mother, takes hold also of
the babe, for an infant is capable of religious feeling before it can
think one religious thought.“3

Others referring to the time when Christiaen nurture begins
use phrases such as Mearliest childhood™,4 "from birth™, @earliest
moments™ end "foundations are laid very early indeed.”® Such writers
concur that there is greve denger in any idea of delaying the nurture

e & & 5 o+ 9

l. ¢f. E. B. Staples and E. D, Staples, op. cit., pp. 55-56.
F. B, Geebelein, op. cit., p. 239,

2. LDO. cit.

3. Ie J. Havneros: What About Your Child, pp. 3-4.

4, Lewis J. Sherrill: The Opening Doors of Childhood, p. 38.

5, Cfe He Jo Sweat, 0P« cito, PP 27-‘290



of children until some development has taken place because it is, in
fact, impossible to delay spirituel influence. Impressions are received
at a very early age. The gquestion then is not ™When shell parents teach®
but rather "What shall they teach."1 h
By the exclusiveness of the association of young children with
their parents, it becomes evident thet parents make up practically the
total influence exerted upon the very young child.? Thus the question
of what parents shall teach becomes even more signifiecant when it is
remembered that whet parents teach is practically the only teaching thet
the young child receives,
| Mr. Peucht suggests something more that is relevant to the
discussion in that he refers to the time element involved in the parents'
preparation for their task:
Before long your boy will be going off to school and Sunday School,
But don't make the mistake of thinking that his education begins
then. That began long ago, in fact, more than twenty years ago. It
began when you were born. Does that statement startle you a bit?
Let me explain, Everything that enters into the experience of the
father and the mother will usually also influence the life of theilr
child to some degree. The attitude of the parents and the atmosphers
of the hgme are the strongest influences which bear upon the life of
a child,
This quotation clearly states that what parents are is more
significant then any formal or direct instruction for nurture during the
early life of the child. This leads to the next phase of the discussion.

L] [ ] . L] LJ *

1. ¢f. E. B. Staples and E. D. Staples, op. cit., p. 61,
Cf. Leslie B, Hohmen, op. cit., pp. 22, 26.

2. cf. He. Je Sweet, Ope. cit-, PDe 26-270

3. Oscar E. Foucht: So You Are a Parent, p. 6.
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2. The Means of Spiritual Influence is the Parent-Child Relationship.,
It has already been noted that, comsciously or uncensciously,

parents do teach of God for good or for ill.1 The next objective is

to discover how this ineviteble teaching tekes place.

a. Indirect Child Nurture During Early Childhood.

The most repeated assertion is that the parents' atiitudes
are the most important means of influencing the child during early
childhood.? The perents' attitudes are communicated to the child by
the tone of the voice, facisl expressions, and the menner in which the
child is hendled. Parents do have attitudes and these attitudes are
expressed through these various channels and in that wey make their
impact upon the child. In addition to the parents' attitudes, Robbie
Trent cites the parents' practices and interpretations of life as also
having importance. Her elaboration is summed up as follows:

If he takes no account of God, either in his speech or in hils con-
duct, still he is teaching, and that teaching is negative. 'God
does not ecount,' he 1is saying, eand the child is guick to adopt that
attitude,

If he tekes God into account and defies him in speech or in conduect,
the parent teaches. 'I am ageinst God,' he says, and the child
catches that point of view.

If he respects God, if he loves God, if he honestly seeks to order
both his words and his relationships according to the standerds of
God, the parent is teaching. And who shall say that the child is

L4 L] L 3 * . L4

1. Ante, Pe 3.
2, Cf. Robbie Trent, ope. cit., ppe 13, 23,
¢f,., Oscar E, Feucht, op. cit., p. 6.
Cfe Ie Jdo HavnerOS, OPe cito, Pe Se
cf. H, Jo. Sweet, op. cit., p. 83.
Cf. E. B. Staples and E. D. Staples, op. cit., pp. 62, 67.
Cf. Leslie Hohmen, op. cit., pp. 39, 59,
Cf+ L. B. Schenck: The Presbyterian Doctrine of Children in the
Covenant, p. 143. , ’
Cf. Pe Ho Lotz, ed.: Orientation in Religious Education, p. 243,
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not leerning, constantly building for himself a concept and a
standard which shall in some small way at least bring in for him
and for those he touches & measure of the Kingdom of God?
Further indlications as to how parenfs teach come from the
consideration of the fact that the term "father® is used to designate

both the mele parent snd God., The New Testement accomnt of the prodigal

son? indicates more than acoident in this dual use of the term "father."
In fact, it clearly presents the male parent as a wvisual aid fof raveal;
ing the Heavenly Father, This is In the background when writers say
that children receive theif earliest impressions of thelir Heavenly
Father from their thoughts about their humen Pather.S

Lewis J. Sherrill, after giving an illustration of the gresat
influence ascribed to her father by s woman of unusual spiritual
achievement, writes thus:

Whet e freightage this places upon the father of e household! And
if a child has no experience in his own home with which he may asso-
ciate the idea of a.Heavenly Father, then th?se4who seak to help
him must almost begin without a place to begin.

Lest the burden of the parents® responsibility for the nurture
of their children seem to be heavy, the other side of the picture must
also be noted. There is also grest encouragsment for the pareﬁts
when they realize that God has given them so exalted a position in re-
lation to their children that they, the parents, are to be God's

representatives.5

l. Robbie Trent, op. cit., pp. 13-14.
2+ Luke 15:11-32.
3. Cf, Robbie Trent, op. cit., ps 21,
Cf. Lewis J. Sherrill, op. cit., p. 37.
4. Ibido, P 58. .
65, Cfe He Jo& SWee’b, 0P Cito, Pe 41,
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Parents then, by what they are, inevitably meke spirituel
impaet upon their children, and this begins at a very early age. This
impact has either good or bed results. Furthermore, the influence of
the perents makes up practically the total influence on the child during
early childhood. Such being the case, it is necessary to consider now
what parents need to be in order to provide the right kind of nurture,
that is Christian nurture, for their children. The law of cause end
effect certainly is in play here. If the effect desired is that the
children may constantly be growing up in‘the Christian life, then the

cause must exist in the parents.l

References used earlier in this chapter in discussion of the
time when child nurture begins,z ere also relevant in comnection with
this discussion of the requiréments for perents in relation to the
Chris#ian nurture of their children., Both Mr. Feucht and Mr. Sherrill

indicate that what parents are is a sum of all their past experiences.3

The conviction that parents can change and improve is implieit in all
efforts designed to aid that growth which is a necessary quality for
parents.4 It is in that light that suggestions seem to be presented,

Robbie Trent has two contrasting pietures which briefly
summarize what parents ought and ought not be, if they desire to provide
Christian nurture for their children. The first is an explanation of
what it means to believé on Jesus:

1. Cf. ‘Lo Be Sf)henck, O« Cito, Pe 149.

2. Ante, p. 69

3« Cfe Oscar E, Peucht, op. cit., pe. 6.
Cf. Lewis J. Sherrill, op. cit., p. 39,

4, Cfo He Jeo Sweet’ OD+e Oito, Pe 51.
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11t means believing in the things he believed in, living for the
things he lived for, alweys trying to do what he wants., It means

trusting him to forgive you and to help you live the way he taught.'l

This definition is one that is communicated to the young
child through attitudes and actions. The description of what parents
ought not to be is given in +this way:

The child who discovers that his parents arse dishoneét, or unfriendly,
or backbiting, or snobbish, or unbelieving, will not_be at all im-
pressed when his parents talk to him about religion.

The conclusion then is simply that the parent must have deily
experience with God and if this is genuine, during the earliest years

few words ere needed to teach the child of God.5

Thet parents cannot give to their children what they do not
have themselves seems to be obvious and yet the attempt to do so is
often made with the result that the children sense the inconsjstency
end the over-all result is negative. Thus the question as to what
shall parents teach becomes essentially: ™Whet must parents be?"® wr.
Guldseth eddresses himself to parents thus:

But, dear friends, pray! Pray for yourselves and pray for your
child!

A precious treasure is laid into your arms! A tressure for Heaven.
Yours is the responsibility for its welfare,

Pray for it!

Pray with it, as soon as possible! »

Prey thet, when your child errives at the age of discretion and
follows your daily life, it may see you, its psrents, living in
union with Jesus Christ! Prey that your daily life may bear witness
to your child, that you are drawing your happiness, your peace and
joy, your strength and cogfort from your deer Savior, and that you
are welking in His steps.

L L 2 L3 * * .

1. Robbie Trent, op. cit., pe 4l.

2. Loo. cit,

3. Cfs He Jo Sweet, op. cit., p. 30,

4, Ibid., Ppo 30, 1000

5. Olaf Guldseth: When Bringing Your Child to Baptism, p. €.
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Here parents are urged to be Christisn perents, to be on
intimate speaking terms with the Heavenly Fether, to be in union with
Jesus Christ. Practically, then, if parents are to be what they ought
to be for their children, they must heed the words of our Lord when he
gave the conditions of discipleship in Mark 8:34: ™If eny man would
come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross end follow

me."!

Christian parents will provide Christian homes in which Christ
rules and the family grows es & unified group of thankful, joyful, eand
obedient children of God. The leaflet, "Christian Education Builds
Christian Homes™, has this to say in regard to e Christien home:

The influences of home life in early childhood are the corner-stone
on educetion. In the Christisn education of the child, the home
plays the decisive role in the pre=school period, and a tremendously
important role throughout childhood and youth.z

When mature Christians reflect on their childhood experiences
they find meaningful evidence of the great signifieasnce of their home
treining. Les Je Sherrill gives a vivid exemple of that in the illus-

tration mentioned above® of en edult refleeting on the influences of

her father.4

be Beginnings of Direct Teachings in Early Childhood,
Several authors point out that there is little by wey of
direct or formal teaching accomplished during the early years of a

. L L L d L L4

l, American Stendard Version of the Bible. Mark 8:34.
2. Christien Education Builds Christian Homes, col. 2.
e Ante, Pe Te .

4, Cf, Lewis J. Sherrill, op. cit., p. 38,
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child's life,l Since, however, direct teaching may ;lso begin in
very early yesrs, some attention must be given here to that beginning,.
The first truth that the child can sense is simply that Jesus
is, that He is real and that He is significant in the lives of his
parents. When He is spoken of with theankful respect and reverence,
when His presence is heeded in all settings and situations, the child
becomes aware of a reelity even though it is beyoﬁd his perceptionse
The child receives the impression of one who is strong and one who
loves people.2
In regard to the Bible, the Lord's Day, prayer, or even
Worship Services, the child is impressed with the attit&ée of the
parents. At a very early age the child senses that this reverence and
respect on the part of his pasrents is associated with another person,
namely Gode It is God's Book, God's house, God's day end spesking to
Gode Out of these settings the simple telliﬁg of something from the
life of Jesus comes &s & very nasturel experience.3
The emphasis for all instruction is thet it must be woven
into the experience of the child so that it is meaningful to him, and
he begins to recognize God as the Source of all the good gifts in his
daily life. Unless, however, the child can sense that what is told to
him is significent in the life of his parents, the end result is apt
to be negative rether than helpful to the growing child,

l. Cf, Lewis B. Schenck, op. cit., p. 143.

Cf. He J. Sweet, op. cit., pe 29.

Cf. Ilse Forest: Child Life and Religion, pe 78.
2. Cf. Robbie Trent, op. cit., pp. 28, 34,

Cf. Ho J. Sweet, op. cit., pp. 40, 76.
3, Ibid., pp. 83, 90, 104,

Cf. Robbie Trent, op. cit., pp. 23, 124, 132.
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In the light of all that has been noted in the discussion of
the role of the perent in Christien nurture during early childhood, the
quotation from Robert F, Horton cited by H. T. Kerr is pertinent:

The father is as much bound to trein the child-soul as he is to
feed and clothe its body, and when onee the Church begins to insist
upon this truth, and when the Stete declines to give that religious
instruction which only parents can give, every man will wake up to
the reality of the situation, and will find that if he does not
teach his children religion they will go without it, and that to

leave his children without it is to inflict on them the cruellest
wrong that man can perpetrate.l

Here is a man who not only asks parents to fﬁce their respon-
sibilities for religious instruction of their children but also suggests
that both the Church and the State are implicated in the issue, This
thesis does not include the State's implication in the issue but it is
concerned with the implications for the Church, and attention will now

be given to that aspect.

Ce The Church's Relation to Parent Responsibility for

Christien Nurture During Early Childhood.

1, The Realm of the Church's Responsibility.

The Church is here thought of primerily as the local congrew
gation but it maey elso refer to the larger body, the organizetion which
groups many congregetions together. In the congregation idea, there is
the thought of & fellowship of children of God, If that fellowship is
resl then it is implicit that the whole fellowship is concermed about
any part of the fellowship. Thus in general it can be said that every
individual shares the responsibility of the whole group and also that

*® & & & =+ @

1, H. T. Eerr: The Christian Sacrements, pe. 148.
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the whole group shares responsibility with every individuel.! There are,
however, some things that must be done by the individuels, with the aid
of the group, and there are other things that can only be accomplished
by the collective efforts of the group. Christisn nurture for young
children is one of those things that must be accomplished by individuals,
parents in this cese, with the aid of the Church. Let it be well noted
that the Church is the aid, not the substitute.z

The relationship existing between the church and the parents
in this connection has been well stated in the following:

As a division of labor, the church will be responsible meinly for
content teaching while the more difficult tesk of guiding the child's
living of the Christian faith belongs primarily to the parents.
Parents' training for this work should have begun when, as children
themselves, their parents lived religiously. Their preparstion for
Christian parenthood should heve been fostered when, as higheschool
end college students, they studlied the mesning of Christian merrisge.
If the minister whom they consulted on the eve of their marriage did
his job well, he initiated a process of counselling and church guidance
which related the couple to suitable group life in the church in
preperation for the coming of children,

Thus the church is related to the problem of Christian child
nurture in that it has an obligation to aid the parents in being prepared
for their task., Thus the church should not take over the responsibility
from the parents but rather should help the perents to see their respon-
sibility and both insist that they accept it and help them in fulfilling
their obligation to their children. After calling attention to tragedies

resulting from the evil influénce of adults in homes, and suggesting

that evidence exists which indicetes thet only few married couples read

. . L4 * . L]

1. Cf. Lewis B. Schenck, op. cit., p. 152.
2. Cf. H. J. Sweet, op. cit., p. 123.
3. P. He Lctz, edo, 0D Cito, PPe 242—245.



their Bibles at home, A. C. Repp offers this comment:
There is little gained in bleaming the home for all this until we
heve carefully re-exemined the Church's program of education and1
more particularly, have set up a vitel study program for adults.
He continues with strong urging for an effective Bible-study
progrem for the whole congregation. In doing so he clearly points the
way for the direct memmer in which the Church can best aid parents in

fulfilling their obligation to their children, Other suggestions are

given which should also be helpful in the totel program of the Church,.

2. The Role of the Chureh in Relation to Parent Educetion,

If parents are to become sensitiv; to their own needs it seems
logicel thet some basis of self analysis would be helpful. One Board of
Parish Education offers a series of one hundred questions, fif'ty-seven
in reference to "The Ideal Christian Home™ and the remaining forty-three
related to "The Home and Church Relationships.® These questions are
designed to help parents analyze themselves and their home.2 H. J.
Sweet has a more general check list that would also be of help.5

Study and discussion classes are urged for parents, The
topics for study suggested are mainly in the fields of the Christian
1ife and the Christisn home.? The Worship Service is certainly designed
 to aid the growth of the Christian life of parents as well es all others

in the Servicse,
L] . L ] * L] [ 2

1. A, C. Repp: ™We Emphasize a Bible Study Program Now." Concordia
Theological Monthly, Dec. 1948, p. 883. .

2. Self Analysis Chart for the Home.

3¢ Cfe He Jo& SWeet,op. Cito, Pe. 114,

4., Cf, BE. B, Staples and E. D. Staples, op. cit., p. 60,
Cf. Ho Jo Sweet, op. cit., p. 127.



—15f

Siznificant events, such as marriage, the birth of a child,
and the baptism or dedication of an iﬁfant give excellent opportunities
for the Pastor's personal contect with parents. These afford favorable
counselling situations end should be utilized effectively for parent
education in relation to obligations for their children,?!

In addition to furnishing counselling situations, the events
of baptism or dedication should in themselves give clear and understend-
able instruction to the parents felative to their duties toward their
young child.? 1In this seme connection the whole congregation prays for
the child snd its future welfare in the Kingdom of God.>

Since this matter of the Church's requnsiﬁility to help the
parents to fulfill their obligations to their children is always more
difficult to follow in practice than in theory, this phase will be
more fully exemined in the next chapter. There, as previously indicated,4
the reports from various successful churches will be analyzed to dise
cover what is being done by'wéy of helping parents to provide adequete

Christian nurture for their children.
D. Summary

By the very nature of God's provision for the propagation of
the race, parents and children are uniquely related both spiritually

1, ¢f, P. H. Lotz, ed., op. cit., p. 242,

2+ Cf. Common Service Book of the Lutheran Church, p. 231.
Cf. Alter Book (Evangelical Lutheran Church), p. 73.
Cf. Lewis B. Schenck, op. cit., p. 140,

3. Cf. Lewis B, Schenck, op. cit., p. 152,
Cf. Altar Book, pp. 70, 71, 73.

4, Ante, p., viii.
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and physically. Parents receive great privileges and responsibilities
when children are entrusted to them.

In this chapter a variety of publications dealing with the
Christian nurture of children were exemined to discover their emphasis
on parent responsibilities to their children during the pre=school
periodes It was found that parents inevitably begin influencing their
children from thé day of birth onwarﬁ end that this influence is either
for good or for evil in respect to the child's concept of God, This
influence is communicated indirectly rather than through direct or
formal instruction. The indirect, but inevitable instruction is given

- to the child by the attitudes and conduct of the parents in whom the
child sees a visual aid for the Heavenly Father. Direct instruetion
is only slightly begun during esrly childhood, and it is sccomplished |
by telling simple truths related to the child's experience,

It was further noted that the church shares the responsibility
for Christian child nurture with the parents. The church's relation to
the problem was‘seen to be primerily that of responsibility for parent
education so that\the latter will be able to fulfill their obligations
to their children. The essential field of the church's aid to the
parents is this of helping the parents to be what they need to be in
order to providg Christien nurture for their children. The church cen
accomplish its mission to the parents through the means of the regular
worship services, special classes of instruction relating to the Christian
life and the Christien home. The significant events of marrisge, child
birth, and baptism or dedication offer excellent opportunitiss for
pastoral counselling with a special concern for the problem of Christian

nurture,



Also the Church as a fellowship of God's children, prays
for parents and their children that the latter mﬁy abide and grow as
members of the Kingdom of God.

The next chapter will examine what churches are doing in a
tangible way to help parents fulfill their obligations to their

children in the field of Christian nurture.
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CHAPTER IX
PROGRAMS OF PARENT EDUCATION
WITH REFERENCE TO CHRISTIAN NURTURE OF THE PRE-SCHOOL CHILD

AS FOUND IN SELECTER CHURCHES

A, Introduction

In the first chapter attention was directed to what has been
written by authorities relative to the responsibility of parents for
the Christian nurture of their children and to the church's relation
to this problsm. In this chapter attention will be directed to what
some specific churches are doing in this field of parent education with
reference to the Christian nu;ture of pre-school children.

The group of churches to be éonsidered, it will be recalled,l
are those selected by the Christian Century and featured in a series of
artiocles during the year 1951 as the "Great Churches of America." That
selection lists twelwve churches which.represent all areas of the nation
and also includes various typss of churches such as rural, small town,
and large city churches. In connection with the term “Great"™ the
following paragraph gives pertinent clarification:

Whether these twelve are the greatest in America is not important,
and in any event, only God knows whether they are or not. But they
are sufficiently outstanding so that they serve as symbols of whagt
churches ought to be, and whet most of them are in some measure.

Among the ssveral reasons given for the greatness of these
churches, there is one that suggests most clearly how the programs of

. . . L 4 L4 L )

1. Ante, P vii.
2. Editorial in the Christian Century, Vol. 68, January - June 1951,
Pe Te

18~
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these churches are relsvant to the problem of this thesis, This reason
is stated thus: "“Each [Church] skillfully conveys to the young the
truth it possesses.ul

In order to secure information relative to the parent educe-
tion progrems of these churches, a brief questionnaire? was prepared
and sent to each of them, together with a letter of explanation for the
request. Completed questionnaires were returnsd by seven of the churches,
a few of them including some elaeboration, The First Community Church
of Columbus, Ohio, slso included a twelve-page mimeographed summary of
its program of education in marrisge and f’amily,3 a sample copy of its
coertificate of baptism& which gives the baptismel service and a three=-
page discussion of childts growth in the Christian life., Because of
this extra material from the First Community Church, a more complete
plcture can be given of its program than will be possible for the other
churches,

In the case of the five churches from whom no completed
questionnaire was received, the articles.dealing'with those churches
were examined to discover general statements relative to their progrem
of parent education. This informetion will be dealt with separately
in this chapter.

In reporting the information secured, the practices in the

seven churches from whom completed questionnaires were received will

l. Loc. cit.

2. See Appendix B (Sample copy of the Questionnaire).

3+ Roy A. Burkhart: The Church's Progrem of Education in Marriage
and Family,. , .

4., Covenant of Devotion, the Baptismal Certificate of the First
Community Church, Columbus, Ohio.
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be considered under two headings. The first will be the general program
of parent education with reference to Christian Nurture, and the second
will be the procedures followed in comnection with the service of bap-
tism or dedication of infants which indicate the implications for parents.
This division is made in light of the overall objective of this thesis,
nemely that of parent education in general and then also the special
reference to Infant Baptism in the Evaengelical Lutheran Church. Two
charts will be included in this chapter to show the basic answers to

the gquestionnaire.

B. Programs of Parent Educetion

in Sewven of the Selected Churches

The seven churches from whom completed questiomaires were
received are the following:
First Methodist Church, Orlendo, Florida
Collegiate Methodist Church, Ames, Iowa
0live Chapel Baptist Church, Apex, North Caroclina
Washington Prairie Evangelical Lutheran Church, Decorah, Iowa
First Presbyterian Church, Hollywood, California
First Evengelical and Reformed Church, New Knoxville, Ohio
First Community Church, Columbus, Ohio,
Their general progrems will be considered under three headings:
(1) Special classes for parents, (2) Instruction for parents in the

Church's over-all program, and (3) Printed materials used in the parent

education program,

1. The Gensral Programs of Parent Education in Relation to Christian
Nurture.
a. Special Classes for Parents,

Six of the seven churches indicated that they have & progrem



CHART I

THE GENERAL PROGRAM OF PARENT EDUCATION

Special Sermons
Church Special Classes Sermon For Special
Series Occasions
First Methodist Newly wedded couples Yes Yes
Collegiate Methodist Pre-marriage counsel X x
: Reading Suggested
Annuwal week of Christian
Home Emphasis
0Olive Chapel Baptist Annuael forum for young x
married couples and those
approaching marriage
Stressed a
Washington Prairie LeD.Re (young mothers) great deal x
Evangelical Lutheran in Sunday
: sermons
Building e Christian
Home (young couples)
Preparing for merriage
First Presbyterian (high school and collsge x x
students)
Special Course for parents
of adolescents
Special Days
Pastor instructs parents Confirmatior
First Evangelical in their home and reminds Mother's
end Reformed Church them of their responsibi- Father's
lity Christian
Festival
Family workshop (one of x
which is for newly weds) Regular
First Community Pamily Dey in church Sermons x
(four times annually) contribute

too




wItE REFERENCE TO CHILD NURTURE

Emphasis Production of Printed NMaterial
on Family Home Meterial for for Distribution
Devotions Visitation | Distribution and Circulation
Yes Yes No
b4 x Christian Home
(Magazine)
Relevant books
by the following
Outline mater~ authors: Burton
x ial for forum Duvall end Hill,
Wood, Baber,
Groves, Trent,
Smith, and Tyler
Bible-Book and | Good books are
x Character listed in the
study are pre- | Sunday bulletin
sented
Works from the
following authors
Popenoe, William
X x Varied Evans, Geiseman,
L Nelson
“"Upper Heidelberg Cate-
Room"™ chism, Church
01ld German x Hymnel, Church
Prayer Paper "The
Books Messenger"
The Ch.'s Proge. | Works from the
of educ. in mar=| following authors
riage and familyl Magoun, Wood,
"The Secret of |Hogue, Gesell,
“Upper Marriage™ “Our |[Hayward, Lester,
Room™ Marriage™ ™Love'd Fosdick, Steere,
Personal Witness{'Buttrick, Preston,
"Let Us Answer |lenninger. Also
the Kinsey Re- | Gov't pamphlets on
port.* hygiene & children




for educating newly wedded couples or couples with their first child,
The seventh churchl indicated that it has a course of instruction for
young mothers consisting in & strong progrsm of Bible study which ine-
cludes emphasis on Christien nurture. One of the churches? has &
program which involves an amnual week of Christian home emphasis with
attention given to parent-child and husband and wife relations. The
week consists of at least one study group, two sermons, end a family
fellowship supper. The same church also has en annual forum, conducted
by the Pastor, for young married couples and those approaching marriags.
Parent-child relations are also discussed in this session and private
counselling is available for those in nsed of it.

Another churchd has a course for young married couples, an
occasional five-meeting course on "Building a Christian Home." This
church alsb has classes for High School and Collsge age étudents titled:
"Preparing for Marriage.™

Since the First Community Church gave a somewhat extended
summery of their program it is possible to include here a much more
complete account of its program. Their direct program of parent
training begins with young psople just beyond the Higﬁ School age.
Their course deals with merriage end the family snd covers more speciw
fically choosing a life mate, the engagement, and detailed study on the
femily as an institution. Each fourth Tuesday of the month, the church
has & clinic session in which couples who are looking forward to marriage

1. Washington Prairie Evangelical Lutheran Church.
2. Olive Chapsl Baptist Church.
3. First Presbyterian Church.,
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mey come together and shere with one esnother, The church considers
this a better method than personal counselling because in the clinic
they help each other, they interpret to sach other, and if they have
concerns these are universalized.

| .After the wedding the couple is visited in the home with the
purpose of leading them in dedicating their home to be a Christian
home. The next course for such couples is one for expsctant parents,
Such courses are held at intervals throughout the year. The church
also has clinic sessions for parents with pre-school children, another
for parents of elementary school children, a third for those with adol=-
escent children, and still another for husbands and wives.,

While the specific programs seem to vary comsiderebly, it is
still true in a general sense that these churches are conecerned ebout
helping the parents to be prepared and quaslified for their task of
Christisn nurture. Before making & general summary of the program for
parent education, thére is need tec consider the instruction for parents
in the church's over-all progrem,

Roy A, Burkhart stresses the nesed for an all inclusive
program in this wey: |

While there is a growing trend in marriasge and family education in
churches, schools, and universities and while an incereasing number
of ministers are counselling young people before marrisge, the tragic
fact is that most guidance is too late, The time to start a progrem

of marriage educetion is when & child is born.
Mr. Burkhart goes on to say that what happens to the child
in the early periods of its life will determine basically whether he

l. Roy A, Burkhart, op. cit., p. 1.
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is loving or hostile, secure or dependent. This is true because actions
are based more on the basis of emotional response then on knowledge.

The adult's emotional make-up is largely molded during the early yeers
of life. Thus whatever the church does that results in resl Christian
growth on the part of the individual, regardless of the age at which

that growth may take place, is thereby giving effective parent education,.

b, Instruction for Parents in the Church's Over-all Progrem.

The most significent phase of the church's over-all program
is the Sunday Worship Service, and one of the most significant parts
of the Service is the Sermon., All of the seven churches stressed the
important role of the sermon in the educational program of the church.
In this setting listensrs hear God's Word related to life. This will
have mueh instruction for couples who are entering into their first
experience in home meking and also for those who‘are looking forward
to parenthood., 1In addition to the regular Sundsy morning sermons,
there sre sermons for special days. All of the churches indicated
that these are designed to be an effective part in the parent educetion
program,

Another part of the over-all program, indicated by all of the
churches as being a part of their parent education progrem, is that of
the emphasis on family devotions. It seems to have a direct relation
to the Sunday worship service in that the family unit does in fémily
devotion what the church family does in the worship service. Two of
the churches! specifically mentioned the "Upper Room™ as their recom=-

L * L] . . .

1. First Bvangelical and Reformed Church and First Community Churche.



mended guide for femily devotions.

Pastor Oscar E. Engebretson1 mede this general comment in
his enswer to the questionnaire:

Regularity in Church, at the meetings of the Young Women's groups
and the use of family devotion, as well as & conscientious bringing
of the children to Sunday School do much to meke our children heve
a good bringing up. We have had ean excellent home cooperation from
nearly all families in both regularity and lesson preparation. Out
of 154 enrolled, over ninety had two absences or less in the last
Sunday School year,

Thus the summery statement seems to be thet in a real sense,
the whole church's program is included in the program of parent educaw-
tion but that there is also need for specific courses for parents in
order to meet their immediate needs and to help them solve their indi-
viduel and specific problems. Another channel through which the church
gives aid to parents in the matter of their responsibility for Christian

nurture is through the use of printed materials. These may either be

distributed or circulated among the parents in the congregation,

c. Printed Materials Used in the Parent Education Progrem,
These materials fall into two general categories, nemely
those that are produced by the local church and those that are brought

in for use in the local setting,

1, Locélly Produced Materials,

Only the First Community Church produces enough material
locally to warrent this special heading. The other churchss mentioned
only such things as outlines for discussion groups, Bible study outlines,
and the weekly bulietin. Dr. Roy A. Burkhert heas written seversl books

1. Pastor of the Washington Prairie Evengelicael Lutheran Church,
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and pamphlets, all of which seem to be written for the members of his
congregation. Some of them deal specifically with the parents end
their problems. The latter group will be given attention here.
Earlier in this chapterl a mimeographed summery of First
Community's education program for marriege and family was mentioned.
This gives perspective with reference to the family itself and also
summerizes the church's progfam which is offered to help parents and
the whole family. The responsibilities of the parents for Christian
nurture of their children are so presented that their need for help
becomes gquite obvious. The two-fold objective of the church's progrem
is stated in this way: ™One is to train parents to do the basic job
of guidance within the fémily. And the second, ‘there are a series of
training experiences which the orgenized Church should carry forward,"?
This introductory summary of the church's progrem mentions
other productions by Dr. Burkhsrt that are used in the program. Three
that deal with marriage are the following: (1) ™The Secret of Marriage™.
This book is intended for the couplet!s use before their marrisge and
before the pre-marital interview and thus serves as a guide for thet
interview. Its specific purpose is stated thus:™. . . it . . . helps
them [the couple] verbalize their problems end gives them freedom to
present their concerns."™ (2) A pamphlet entitled ™QOur Marriage" is
presented to the couple'at the §lose of the pre-marital interview:
"It is brief but it sums up the signs on the road to successful

L L] L . L3 L

1. Ante, p. 19.
2. Roy A. Burkhart, op. cit., p. 2.
3. Ibide, pe 4.
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marriage. It points out clearly the tests of creative Christien
merriage.”l (3) ™Love's Personsl Witness™ is described as ®. . . &
very personal interpretation of the sexual relationship.™

With reference to the sex education of the child and the adol=
escent, Dr, Burkhart has prepared a mimeogrephed stetement to guide the
parents, The title is "Let us Answer the Kinsey Report.”™

The sbove locel produétions from the Pastor of the First
Community Church are made available to the people in the local church
but they are glso aveilable to all others who may desire them.?

Such local productions, having a definite place in the parent

education program, are further indications of the thoroughness of First

Community Church's approach to the whole problem,

2. Publiceations Used.

One of the churches®listed no publications. Three of the
churches gave information in this connection by simply referring to
general aspects. Ons of these mentioned the "Christian Home" megazine,4
another stated that books were recommended in the Sunday‘bulietin,5 and
still snother referred only to its denominetional Catechism end maga-
zine.5 The other three churches gave a somewhat more extended list,

The books recommended by neme are presented here together with

the church which listed them:'

l, Loc. cit.

2. Community Books, Inc., 1320 Cembridge Blvd., Columbus 12, Ohio,.
3. First Methodist Church.

4, Collegiate Methodist.

5, Washington Prairie Evengelical Lutheran Church.

6. First Evangelical and Reformed Church,

7. See Appendix C.



1, Olive Chepel Baptist Church

Burton: "Tomorrow You Marry™

Duvell and Hill: ™When You Marry"

Wood: “Harmony in Marriage™

"Baber: "Marriage and the Family™

Groves: "The Family and Its Social Funetions™
Trent: "Your Child and God™

Smith: ™This Love of Ours™

Tyler: ™The Little World of Home"

2, First Presbyterian Church

Popenoe: "Many Leaflets™

William Evens: "Divorce and Remerriage"
Geisemen: ™Make Yours s Happy Merriage™
Nelson: "Marriages Are Not Made in Heaven"

3¢ First Community Church
a. From the Wedding to the Comihg of the First Child

Magoun: "Love and Marriege™
Wood: ™Harmony in Marriege™
Hogue: ™Bringing Up Ourselves"

b. First Five Yesrs of the Child's Life

Bulletins on Child Guidance, published by the Children's
Bureau of the Federsl Govermment.

Arnold Gesell: "The Child From Five to Ten"

Arnold Gesell: ™"The Infent and Child in the Culture of
Today™

Percy and Myrtle Hayward: ™"Religion in the Home"

c. Books on the Life of Prayer

Muriel Lester: "Ways of Praying®

H. E. Fosdick: ™The Meening of Prayer"
Douglas Steere: "Prayer end Worship®
George Buttrick: "“Prayer"

d. Books to Increasse Understending
Preston: "Psychiatry for the Curious®

Menninger: "“The Humsn Mind™
Government Psmphlets on Hygiene
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In checking the above lists, it is readily seen that marriage
and the family setting is the topic referred to most often. Interest-
ingly, only one book appeers in two lists: Wood, "Hermony in Marriage.”
The more varied list from First Community Church seems to be in accord
with Dr. Burkhart's view that parent training actually began when the
perent was an infant,! The editorial comment in the Christian Century
which said that all of these twelve churches are successful in training
their'children suggests that all of the churches have the cheracteris-
tic of a complete trsining program. It appsars that in their total
progrem of Christien education, one of the natural results is thet
parents, if they have grown up in that congregation, have been trained
from birth through marriage. Those who have that background will have
influence and can be of great help to others who come into the congre=
gation and have not had such early.training,

With the stress on the need for training from the wvery out-
set of life, the next step in this chapter is to consider the practices
followed in the services of Baptism or Dedication which relate the
parents to the Christian nurture of their child. The questionmaire
sent to the churches included several questions which sought information

in this connection.

2. Procedures in Connection with the Service of Baptism of Dedication
Relating Parents to the Christian Hurture of Their Child.
a. Procedure befors the Service,

One church? does not follow the custom of having either a

1. Ante, p. 22,
2. Olive Chapel Baptist Church.



CHART II

THE PROCEDURES DURING THE SERVICE OF BAPTISM OR DEDICATION Of

Specific Training For Questions Concerning
Parents in Connection Paith, If Used, Are
Church With Baptism or Dedica= - Addressed to:
tion of Their Infant Parents Sponsors
First Methodist Conference with parents x

ebout basic meaning

Collegiate Methodist Counsel with Pastor x

No Baptism or Dedication
Children placed on "Cradle
Roll™ Literature for
parents is delivered to the
home each quarter by =a

Olive Chapel Beptist

wisitor
Washington Prairie No special training at
Evangelical Lutheran this time x x
First Presbyterian Conference before Baptism x

Conference with parents

All Baptisms administered x
First Evangelical in church x (Not often
and Reformed Church Pastor explains the used)

meaning of Sacrament

First Community One evening session x
prior to the Service




The Exhortation to
Provide Christien Nur-
ture, If Used, Is
__Addressed tog:

INFANTS INDICATING THE IMPLICATIONS FOR PARENTS

Conditions to be Met
By Non-Member Parents
Whose Infants Are
Baptized or Dedicated

Parents Sponsors
Act of dedicad
tion by par.

Seme promise as all others

X

Seme vows as member-parents

The children are enrolled
in the same manner as those
of member=parents

Ritual men-
x tions
sponsors

Parents are encouraged in a
good program of Christian
nurture. A follow-up con=-
tact is maintained by the
church.

Parents must be a member
of some church. They must
join a church if not
already a member,

x
x (Not often
used)

The practice is to seek to
win the parents to the
church before the children
are baptized

x
(Emphasis
here)

Seme sessions as for
member-parents and the
same requirements




service éf baptism or dedication. The general practice was found to

be thet the Pastor had one conference with the parents before the
Service of Baptism or Dedication. While there was not much elaboration
given as to exact purpose of this conference, the implication sesmed

to be thet at such a time the service is explained, its meaning clari=

fied, and the responsibilities for the parents presented.

be The Use of Questions Concerning the Christien Faith in

the Service.

All the churches that either baptize or dediecate their
children asked questions concerning the faith of the parents. By far
the most usual practice is to address these questions directly to the
parents during the service. One churchl indicated that the questions
are addressed to the parents if they themselves carry their children
to Baptism, but if sponsors carry the children, the questions are
addressed to the sponsors. The indication was given that generally
the questions are addressed to both the sponsors and the parents.
Another church? also indicated thet if sponsors are used, the questions
are addressed to both parents and sponsors,

It appears that if parents give a true and sincere confession -
of the Christien faith, the infant child will have a favorable setting

for Christian nurture during his early years,
c. Exhortation to Provide Christian Nurture Given During

the Serviece.

1. Washington Prairie Evangelical Lutheran Church.
2+ First Evengelical and Reformed Church,
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All the churches that practice infant baptism or dedication
give attention in the service to this matter of Christien nurture for
their children. In fact in two of the churchesl this seems to be the
major part of the service., In the first case the statemsnt is mede
that the service is an act of dedication on the part of the parents.

In the other, the order for the services shows that four out of the five
questions deal with promises to provide Christian nurture for the child
by means of both direct and indirect instruction,.

One of the churches? indicates that the exhortation is
directed to the sponsors in the regular order for the baptismal service
but theat more and more the exhortation is being addressed to the
parents. The remaining churches simply indicate that exhortation is
addressed to the parents or to both the parents and sponsors if the

letter are used.

d. Church Policy Regarding Baptism or Dedication in ths
Case of Non-Member Parents. .

No church gave explicit evidence of refusing baptism or
dedication. In all cases these parents are asked to follow the same
procedure as the member parents. However, there is evidence of some
speclal concern in these cases. The problem is faced in a variety of
ways but the objective ssems to be almost the same., The different
comments are these: The explanation is made to non-member parents
that non-Christians could not teke the vows sincerely,3 non-member

* L] . » L *

l. First Methodist Church and First Community Church,
2. Washington Prairie Evangelical Lutheran Church.
3. Collegiats Methodist Church.,
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parents sre encouraged in s good program of Christian nurture and the
church has & follow-up program.l If the parents are not members of the
local church, they must be members of some church; through insistence
upon that condition the parents are often led to affiliate actively
with some church.? The first attempt is to win the .parents to the
church,3

Thus there seems to be unanimous conviction that the parents
are the key figures in the future welfare of the young child. Thus
far in this chapter it has been noted that the actual service of either
baptism or dedication is not an occesion for any extended program of
Christian education, but it does offer opportunity for giving repeated
emphasis to parents thaet their own Chriétian faith is of crucial impor-
tance in the child's welfare and that the responsibility for Christisn
nurture must be accepbted by the parents. In this sense the practicss
in the service can serve admirably in the total program of parent educaw
tion by giving emphesis to the significance of thé parent-child relation-
ship and erystallizing perspective for meeting the needs of the child,

In the case of the one church% which has no service of
either baptism or dedication, the parents are approsched through the
placing of the child on the ™cradle roll™ and then a visitor takes
literaturs to the home each Quarter.

Before closiné this chapter, some general statements re-
garding the churches which did not return the questionnaire are

L d - . i d * *

1, Washington Prairie Evangelical Lutheran Church,.
2« First Presbyterian Churche

3+ First Evangelical and Reformed Church.

4. Olive Chapel Baptist Church,
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included., Since this informstion is taeken from the general articles
in the Christian Century series it does not alwasys face the problem of
parent education directly; the statements do, however, throw light on

some aspect of the church that is significant for parent education,

C. General Information Concerning Parent Education

in Five of the Selected Churches

With the thought in mind that parents are a part of the whole
group in a congregation, there is significance in the brief comment on
Mount Olivet Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota. This statement
is to the effect that the congregation is characterized by a group who
not only know of the movement, power and forgiveness of God, but they
are also obedient to Him end serve gladly.1 An historical statement
which is still characteristic of the present attitude in First Church
of Christ (Congregational), West Hartford, Comnecticut, is this: "That
our small children mey be present at the public worship of God and not
be brought up in darkness in such a lend of light as this is, but may
be instructed in the doctrine of the gospel.“z This, in 1710, was
their explanation for their desire to call a Pastor, They continue to
have a carefully plamned and conducted program of religious education.®
Statements more specifically referring to children and parents are
these concerning the Believue Baptist Church, Memphis, Tennesses: Dr,
Robert G. Lee, the Pastor, said: "A child born of ungodly parents is

L - L] L] . .

1, Cf. Christian Century, Vol. 67, January-June, 1950, p. 1ll.
2. Tbid., p. 362.
3. Cf. Ibid., p. 365.
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more damned into this world than born into it.“l The need for Christian

parents is presented uniquely in such words. “Further comments on Belle-
vue's education program indicete that they have 2,000 adults in four
adult departments2 and that they have approximately 900 young people

and adults in their Sunday evening meeting of the Baptist Training
Union. This union has seventy classes in it and the effort is described

as being effective in the realm of Christisn responsibility.3 The

contact with parents in the First Presbyterien Church, Topeks, Kanses,
is indiceted in the following: The Director of Religious Education
spent most of her afternoons and evenings “calling on parents who had
enrolled their children in Sundey School or had indicated that they

were interested in doing so. In this way, she enlisted active parent

participation in the total religiocus education program of the church,™

Some rather extensive statements are made relative to the long renge
treining given in the Trinity Lutheran Church of Freistatt, Missouri:

The firm grounding of character in the faith begins for the member

of Trinity Lutheren when at the age of approximately ten days he is
cerried to the altar for Baptism. It goes on through regular astten-
dance at Worship services during his childhood, through the eight
years he spends at the parish school, culminating in his confirmation,
It is strengthened through Bible study all his adult life, through
the service he renders in the various chaunels Trinity Lutheran opens
to him, and continues up to the day when he is laid to rest in the
graveyard behind the church, where the community's dead lie side by
side, not in family plots.5

The following quotation indicates what the members of Trinity

Luthersn regard as the most significant part of their training:

1. Ibid., p. 494.

2. CT. Ibido, Pe 495,

3. Cfs Loc. cit.

4, Ibid., Vol, 67, July-December 19, p. 1323.
5, Ibid., Vol. 67, January-June 19



Closely tied into every phase of the church's life is its Christien
dey school, It is regarded by every member as the key to the
Church's continued strength in spite of the growing relations the
community has developed with the outside world.?!

In a church where all individuels are well trained, there

obviously too the parents are well trained,
D. Summary

Questionneires soliciting informetion concerning the parent
education program were sent to the twelve churches selected by the
Christian Century as the "Greet Churches of America.," Seven churches
returned the completed quéstionnaires, some of them including extra
informetion and elaborstion of their programs,

The progrems for pesrent educstion in thess seven churches
were found to have &s their objective the providing of Christien educa-
tion for all the members of the congregetion so thet they can be truly
Christian, Christisn parents are offered special courses to aid them
in théir family progrem of Christian education, ineluding Christian
nurture for their young children. In this way the education of parents
actually begins at their own birth end continues throughout life.

Three of the seven churches make considerable use of printed materials
as aids for parents. Marriage and the family are the topics of most
oﬁ these meterials,

It was noted that the Baptismel or Dedication service
provides no extensive emphasis on the parents'! responsibility for the

nurture of their children, but rather it serves as e part of the total

l. Ibid., p. 767,



educetion progrem. Generally it was indicated thatvthe Pastor hes one
conference with the parents before the service, In the service itself,
the parents are approsched at a time when they are responsive and re-
ceptive., The occasion can, therefore, be an effective opportunity for
helping the parents to realize the significance fpr their child of

their own relation to God in Christ. It can alsc serve well to summarize
the parents' task for the days shead ss they strive to rear their child
in the Christian life, It was also noted that non-member parents,

whose children are dedicated or baptized, are asked to observe the

same procedures a&s the member parents,

The five churches from whom no completed questionnaire was
received, were considered on the basis of the articles concerning them
in the Christian Centﬁry. The comments in these articles referring to
parent education indicated that these churches, like the other seven,
have strong educational progrems for a1l the members. The result is
that parents too are well established Christians., This alone gives

considerable assursnce that children of such parents will have favorable

Christian nurture,
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CHAPTER ITII
ANALYSIS OF THE ORDERS FOR INFANT BAPTISH
IN THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
IN THE LIGHT OF THE ROLE OF PARENTS

IN CHRISTIAN NURTURE DURING FARLY CHILDHOOD

A, Inbroduction

In the first chapter of this thesis, through the examination
of books on Christian Education, it was found that by the fact of the
law of propagation of the race, parents and children are so related
that parents inevitably teach their children and that they are practi-
cally the only teachers during the early years of the child's life,
This teaching is of crucial importance in the child's whole life, Be-
ginning at the child's birth, such parental teaching ig effected solely
by indirect methods, that is, by parents' attitudes, conduct, and
expressions. If instruction through such channels is to result in
Christian nmurture, it follows that the parents themselves must be
Christians.

Chapter two revealed that the churches selected by the
Christian Century as the twelve Great Churches of America have as one
of their common characteristics that they are successful in the
Christian nurture of their children. In the examination of their
programs of parent education in relation to Christian nurture, it was
found that early Christian nurture is accomplished primarily by the
church helping the parents to be Christian parents. Secondly, these
churches during the service of.infant baptism or dedication, ask the

~36-
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parents to express their own faith and to provide Christisn nurture
for their child, The churches slso sid the parents through special
classes and pertinent reading materials to help them provide effective
Christian nurture for their children,

Lutheran publicationsl used in the Evangelical Lutheren
Church, discussing the role of parents in relation to early Christian
nurture, agree with the educetion theories summerized in chapter one
and found velid in chepbter two on the basis of their use in successful
churches. The question for consideration in this chapter is whether
or not the above accepted views are incorporated in the relevant pro=-
cedures in the order for Infant Bsptism in the Evangelical Lutheran
Church.

Thus attention in chapter three will be given to those pro=
cedures during the service of infent beptism in the Evengelical
Lutheran Church which involve the ?roblem of early Christien nurture
and the parents'! relation to it. The objective of this thesis does
not involve the defense or eleboration of the Lutheren view of baptismel

regeneration., The statement of thet conviction and the reasons for it

le Cfe Io Jdo Hﬂm@ros, ODe cito, Pe 6.
Cf. Book Mission Tract Number 183: Confirmetion . . Why?, p. 3.
cf. O, G‘uldseth, CPe cito, Pe Te
Cf. G. He. Gerberding: The Weay of Salvetion in the Lutheran Church,
ppe 55-66,
Cf. O, Hallesby: Infant Baptism and Adult Conversion, pp. 47-52,
Cf. He E. Jacobs: The Book of Goncord, p. 378.
Cf. Fo Ve N. Painter: Luther on Education, p. 117.
Cf. I. M. Wallace: Regulations and Customs Pertaining to the Use
of the Sacraments. Vol. V, Memoirs of the Lutheran Liturgical
Association, p. 78,
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are presented in many.publications.1 For the purpose of this chapter
it is sufficient to say that the baptized child is regarded as a child
of God who needs to grow in his Christian life,

Obviously there is more that makes up the church's parent
education program than that which is said to or asked of parents during
the service of baptism for their child., This service, however, is a
significant pert of that progrem in that it is usually inserted into
the reguler public worship service.2 The law of repetition indicates
thet whatever is said and done in such a recurring baptismal service,
has considerable influence in forming general viewpoints concerning
the child, its immediate and future needs, and the relationship of the
parents to those needs. The occasion offers excellent psychological op-
portunity for effective instruction of the perents whose child is being
baptized. It is to this specific phase of the psrent education in re-
lation to Christian nurture, namely that which is given in the service
of infant baptism, thet attenfion is directed in this chepter,

The procedure will be to center the exemination on the regular
order for infant baptism3 used in the Evengelical Lutheran Church.

Thers are two other orders that also nesd to be considered. One of
these is an optional order called: ™The Church of Norwey's New Order

for the Baptism of Infants.™  The other is a proposed order5 which is

l. Cf. H. E. Jacobs, op. cite, pp. 39, 173-174, 471-476.
Cf. Book Mission Tract No. 153: Born Again, p. 2.
Cf. Book Mission Tract No. 183, op. cit., pe. 3.
Cf. O. Guldseth, op., cit., p. 6.
Cf. L. Jo Njus: Sponsors at Baptism, p. 2.

2. Cf. Altar Book, p. 75,

3, Cf. Ibid., pp. 69-74.

4. Cf, Almanac for the Year of Our Lord 1951 (Handbook for Pastors in
the Evangelical Lutheran Church), pp. 136-139,

5. Cf. Liturgicel Texts (Proposed by a Joint Commission on Liturgy), ppe
24-28,



being considered by several Lutheran Synods including the Evangelical
Lutheran Church, The last two orders will be compared and contrasted
with the regular order found in the Alter Book. These three orders
will subsequently be referred to as the regular, optional, and proposed
orders respectively. The findinés in these orders relsvant to the
problem of the role of parents in relation to Christian nurture will
be stated in summary form and compared to the findings of chapters one
end two of this thesis. The results of this comparison will indicete
the possible effectiveness or menifest deficiencies in the order for
the program of pasrent educetion in relation to early Christian nurture
in the Evangslical Lutheran Church.

Most of the historical explamatory notes used in this chapter
will be taken from general Lutheran sources. The one exception will
be that of a reference to notes on the Book of Common Prayer. The
current interpretations are taken from writers within the Evangeliecal
Lutheran Church or from writers whose publications have extensive use

in thet Church,

B. The Service of Infent Baptisnm

Examined for Implications for Christian Nurture

Keeping in mind that all parents ere teachers but that their
teaching has either good or bad results! the first matter of concern
in this examination is to determine what kind of nurture is involved

in the orders by observing the goal or results desired.

1. Ante, Pe 3.
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1. Nurture Characterized by Its Objectives.

The immediate and ultimate goals in relation to the baptized
child are indicated in the orderl by such terms or phrases as: "Be
made righteous”, "Eternal life by Jesus Christ®, “see the kingdom of
God™, “we will now, in the nesme of our Lord Jesus, receive it [fthe
child] through Holy Baptism into His believing Church, that it, as a
member of His body, mey partake of His salvation®™, "disciples",
"inherit Thy kingdom . . ., through Jesus Christ our Lord™, "life ever=
lasting™, "lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
Dead"™, and "may abide in Christ."

In summary, these termé and phreses give the pieture that

*this baptized child is a disciple, a member of the body of Christ
which is His believing Church,? Being such a member he sees the king-
dom of CGod and through his abiding in Christ, he has a living hope
which is based on the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. Thus

the immediate goal is that of abiding in Christ3 and the ultimate goal

1. Cf., Altar Book, pp. 69-74,

2. M. Luther: Three Treatises, p. 178, In connection with ths question
of faith on the part of the baptized child, Luther writes: "Here I
say what all say: Infants are alided by the faith of the others,
nemely, those who bring them to baptism,"

Book Mission Tract No, 183, op. cit., p. 5. Here the matter of faith
is expressed thus: "Faith into which he (the child) was baptized."
0. Guldseth, op. cit., p. 5, speaks of the faith of the child as

“The little child is precisely in the right condition to be dealt
with by the Spirit of Jesus Christ,®

3. Le J, Njus, op, cit., p. 2. Mr. Njus, speaking of erecting the
Christian life says: "Baptism is not a prepeid insurance of salva-
tion, regardless of how that 1life msy have been lived . . . The
baptized child must submit to God's authority in flaith, love and
obsedisnce."

Book Mission Tract No. 149: Saved Through the Means of Grace, p. 3.
The author states the need of nurture in this way: "Of course, the
life thus implanted must be nourished and tended through instruction
in the Word of God."
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is indicated by the phrases referring to salvation and life everlasting.
The nurture indicated in this regular order is that which will effect
an abiding in Christ with a living hope for eternal 1life based on
Christ's resurrection from the desd.

The optional order has the seme ideas as found ebove but has
the following additions:1 “Let him grow up within Thy Church as Thy
child™; "teach him to fear end love Thee"; end "that it {the child] )
be brought up in renuncistion of sin end in the Christien faith,” In
the realm of the immediate goal this order adds the thoughts of growth
through teaching end the positive and negative aspect of the Christian
life, namely the being against sin end in the Christian faith.

The proposed order? adds only the thought of "always living
according to Thy Will"™ to those ideas found in the reguiar order.

Thus the kind of nurture referred to in the orders is that
which will result in a continual living abiding in Christ, with its
ultimete goal being eternal salvation. On this basis the nurture here
referred to is identified as Christian nurture. It appears that the
optional order has the most adequate expression of what such Christien
nurture should accomplish, in that it suggests something of the devel-
opment involved in the goal.,

In the process of defining Christian nurture in terms of
its immediate and ultimate objsctives, the guestion as té how this
Christian nurture is to be effected naturally arises. Attention will

be given to that question next,

1, Cf, Almanac, ppe. 136=139,
2. Liturgical Texts, op. cit., pp. 24-28.



2. Methods of Christian Nurture Indicated in the Orders.

&. General Stetement.

The general statement of the method of Christian nurture is
given in the same way by all three of the orders, namely by the quotaw
tion of Matthew 28:18-20 with the teaching summarized as involving the
observation of all that which Jesus commended. This general statement
leads to the perspective that Christian nurture is essentially a process

of instruction,

b. Specific Statements,

The specific statements should give some eleboration as to
how the prbcess of instruction is accomplished. The regular order
makes mention of two means of effecting Christian nurture, the first
being that of adult prayer in behalf of the child and the sscond that
of instruction in the catechism.l

The optionel order speaks of adult prayer, but does not
mention the catechism. It adds the thought of home influence by
these words: "Let piety and love rule in his home."™ This phrase is
found in one of éhe prayers so that it is not addressed to any humen
but the parents are certainly implied in such a phrase. Thus the

L] . L * L] L]

l. H. E. Jacobs, op. cit., pe 360, When Martin Luther was addressing
himself to pastors and teachers concerning their instruection of the
young he wrote thus: "But when you are teaching the young, retain
the same form and manner without change: teach them, first of all,
the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, etc., always
presenting the same words of the text, so that those who learn can
repeat them after you and retain them in the memory.,"™ It is to be
noted that this is an exhortation to pastors and teachers, not to
parents or sponsors,
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optional order indicates adult prayer in behalf of the child and e pious,
love~filled home as the means of Christisn nurture.

The proposed order seems to have essentially the same elements
in this connection as does the regular order. Adult prayer is more
implied than explicitly mentioned. The word "eatechism™ is not used,
but the "Ten Commendments™, “Lord's Prayer®, and the Creed are itemized.
Since théss make up the first three parts of the catechism, it appears
that this order is similar in this respect, to the regular order. In
addition, this order charges: ™. . . as he [the child] grows in years,
you placs in his hends the Holy‘Scriptures, bring him to the Services
- in Godt's House, and provide for his instruction in the Christian
faith . . ™1 This is found in the charge to those who present the
child.,

Relative to the methods of Christian nurture as indicated
in the orders, it is evident that they all regard Christien nurture
as being essentially a process of instruction. The regular and pro=-
posed order break this down into adult prayer in behalf of the child
and what appears to be academic instruction of the child. The optional
order indicates also the matter of adult prayer but for another item
suggests the home atmosphers of love and piety.

Both the general and the specific aspects in the above
methods of Christien nurture suggest the teacher-pupil relationship,
in a process of direct or formal instruction. The baptized child is
obviously the pupil, but further examination is necessary to determine
who the teacher or teachers are.

L d . * . * L ]

1. Liturgical Texts, p. 26,
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3. Agents of Christian Nurture Indicated.

The orders heve such collective terms as "Dearly beloved”,
"Christian friends"™, "Christians™, and “those who present the child.™
The two specific terms used are “parents™ and “sponsors.®™ It appears
evident that the more general terms always include parents and sponsors
and that the burden for the effecting of the specific aspects of Chris-
tian nurture noted above is laid upon either the parents or the sponsors
or on both groups together, These two groups will now be considered

separately as agents for Christian nurture.

ae. Parents.

In the regulaf order the parents are mentioned only once and
there only incidentelly. In the exhortation at the closs of the
baptismal service, the sponsors are cherged with the responsibility
of instructing the child in the catechism, if the parents should die
before the child reaches the age of discretion, This does imply that
the parents have this responsibilityl first but it does not explicitly
speak of such responsibility on their part. Thus it can be said that

® * L] L4 L L]

l. G. H. Gerberding, op. cit., ppe 62=63. 1In the matter of parents
. teaching their children, Gerberding says this: "Therefore, oh,

yé pareants! pray for your child, Pray with your child. Teach
that child to pray + « « It is not desirable, neither is it neces-
sary, to try to teach the very young child doctrines and abstract
truths . + « There are other and better ways. Begin by showing
the child Bible pictures . . « With the pictures connect the stories
of the Bible,™ Gerberding quotes Luthardt thus on page 60~81 of the
above work: "“Religion must first approach the child in the form of
life, and afterward in the form of instruction. Let religion be
the atmosphere by which the child is surrounded, the air which it
breathes."
Cf. 0. Guldseth, op. cit., p. 8.
cf. I. J. Havneros, op. cit., p. 7.
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by implication the parents are charged with the first responsibility
for their child's instruction in the catechism.

The optional order also mentions the parents only once, but
this reference is direct. The order specifically states that the fol-
lowing question shall be addressed to the sponsors and to the parents:
®Is it your desire thet this child be baptized into‘the nsme of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; and thet it be brought
up in renunciation of sin and in the Christien faith?l Unless the
parents snswer this question in the affirmative, the child is not to
be baptized. While such a question does not commit the parents to
provide Christien nurture for their child, it does follow that if
parents answer the question sincersely in the affirmative they do have
the right desire for their child. The need for the parents' being
Christian is implied in the prayer thet the child may have a home
ruled by piety and love.? The optional order further refers to the
parents by implicetion when the sponsors are asked to ™assist in" the
spiritual nurture of the child, The implication is quite obvious that
the sponsors ere to assist the parents, and in thet way the parents
too are reminded of their responsibility for the nurture of their child,

The optional order, then, has somewhat more of direct refer-
ence to the parent than does the regular order, but still the parent
education in relation to child nurture seems to be vague,

The proposed order makes no mention of the parents whatso-
ever although they may be included in the phrase: ™those who present
this child.& If the parents do actually present the child and do not

* Ll * * . L4

l., Almanec, p. 138,
2. Ante, p. 42,



have sponsors, then the above phrase would definitely refer to the
parents and the charge for Christian nurture would be directed to them.
Since however, the setting for the order seems to imply the use of
sponsors, it is doubtful that one can say with any certeinty that
perents are even implied in this order,

Thus it becomes evident thet only the optionel order makes
any direct reference to the parents. The implicit refersnces are quite
clearly indicated, but as far as parent education is concerned, it
appears that little, if any explicit instruction is given in any of
the orders exemined,

Since sponsors afe referred to frequéently, their role in

the service and their relation to Christian nurture also needs attention,

be Sponsors.l

In the regular order the sponsors function in a three-fold

way. First they speak the "™Amen"™ at the close of each of the prayers

l. H. S. Gilbert: The Liturgical History of Baptism, Vol. III,
Memoirs of the Lutheran Liturgicel Association, p. 119. Concerning
the history of the use of sponsors: "The Church administered the
sacrament of Holy Baptism to infants in the same way as to adults,
only in the case of infants sponsors made reply for the child; and
this is how the custom of having sponsors came into vogue."
Walter Daib: ™The Baptismal Rite: A Brief History of Its Develop-
ment.”™ Pro Ecclesia Lutherasna, Vol, III, No. 1, June 1935, p. 11,
Here the statement concurs on the history of the use of sponsors:
"Sponsors solved the difficulties arising from using for children
forms intended for adults.®
Waters of Life, Life in Christ Series No. 1, p. 2, spesks of sponsors
as Godparents and lists their funetions in the following phrases:
"to answer for those who are to be baptized™; Godparents enter into
spiritual parenthood for the child . « . they promise that his soul
new-born in Christ will be thoroughly instructed in the saving docw
trines of the Word of God . . . It is their duty to continually
interest themselves in the spiritual welfare of their Godohild . . .
And, if the parents are unable, through (continued on next page)
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in the baptismal service, secondly they aunswer the questions which are
addressed, by name, to the child being baptized. Thirdly they receive

the specific charge to be witnesses of the baptism, to remember the

child in prayer and in case of the parents! death before the child reaches
the age of discretion, they are to be responsible for the child's in-
struction in the catechism. There is nothing either in the order itself
or in the accompanying instruction to the pastor that indicates any
qualifications to be met by the sponsors,

In the optional order the sponsors stand beside the parents
throughout'the service, and simply shere all that is asked of or
directed to the parehts. The exhortation for providing Christian
nurfure is addressed to the sponsors but they are chargedwith the duty

of assisting in the child's spirituel nurture and remembering him in

1. (continued from preceding page) death or other cause to care for the
religious education and physicel welfare of their children, the
Godperents must attend to this."

A somewhat different view is expressed with reference to the Book

of Common Prayer:

Je He Blunt, ed.: The Annotated Book of Common Prayer, p. 4l4.
After speaking of the sponsors as giving answer for the child, this
comment is made: ™It must at the same time be remerked, thet in
making these answers the sponsors are simply the mouthpiece of the
child, and do not incur any responsibility on their own account in
consequence, either as regards the child or themselves. Yet as each
godfather and godmother makes them, they can hardly fail to have a
keen consciousness of the fact thaet these very replies were once
made on their own behalf; and the thought may well arise, How have
the vows they made been kept in subsequent years? Baptism doth
re-present unto us our own profession.”

A recent writer wrote of the sponsors with these emphases:

L. J. Njus, op. cit., pp. 3-4. The sponsors represent the church
and share the responsibility with the parents; they should be

chosen with cere from emong the members of the church. The spon=-
sors should continually remember the child in prayer. They could
be of great help in remembering the child's baptism as his spiritual
birthdey and sending him & spiritusl greeting on each anniversary,
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preyer. Although the practice of addressing the questions concerning
faith to the child is permitted in this optional order, the recommended
prectice is that the Pastor simply states the faith into which the
child is to be baptized.

Relative to sponsors, the proposed order has some distinct
features. Several guiding princi?les are listed for the benefit of
the pastor. One of these refers to the sponsors by saying: “only
members of the Church shall be accepted as sponsors, and they shall be
instructed as to their spiritusl responsibility to the child."! In
this order the questions concerning feith are addressed to the sponsors
without any mention of the child's neme .2 If sponsors present the child,
the charged is directed to them.

Since sponsors, in all of the orders, are charged with the
responsibility for the Christian nurture of thé child it appears that
all the explicit instruction given relative to Christian nurture is
directed to them. By the practical observation of the sponsors' re-
lationship to the child, the exhortetion seems to be commensurate with

their actual desirsasble function.4

C. Parent Education in Relation to Early Christian Nurture
as Found in the Orders for Infant Baptism
in the Evengelical Lutheran Church

Only by implication do the regular and proposed orders refer to

l. Liturgical Texts, p. 24.

2., Cf, Ho S. Gilbert: op. cit., p. 122. Mr. Gilbert gives an extensive
listing of the variations in the use of questions concerning faith
in the orders for Infant Baptism.

3. Ante, p. 43.

4, Cfe L. Jo Njus, ODe Cito, Pe 3=4,
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parent responsibility for Christien nurture. The responsibility thus
referred to is the provision for direct instruction such as teaching
the catechism or the Bible. Even if the responsibility implied were
explicitly stated, the parents would not be given any guidance with
reference to the nurture of their infent child. As indicated in the
first chapter, this early instruction is effected by indirect teaching,
not through the use of printed meterials.l It is thus evident that
these orders do not adequately emphasize the cruciality of the parents!'
being Christian as the first necessity for providing early Christian
nurture for their child.

The optional order also does not explicitly refer to the
parents! responsibility for Christisn nurtﬁre. However, this order
does, at one point, address the parents directly. This is done where
both parents and sponsors are questioned concerning their desires for
their child's spiritual status. It was noted? that if parents answer
in the affirmative, they are not thereby explicitly committing them-
selves to provide Christian nurture for their child but that it does
focus attention on a basic attitude. The implication seems to be that
unless the parents are Christisns themselves, they would not, and could
not sincerely, enswer the question affirmatively. This implication
together with that in the prayer that the child may have a home ruled
by love end piety, while not being explicit, definitely indicate the
parents' basic responsibilities for their child in terms of the parents'

desires for their child and the home that they provids for it.

1. Ants, p. 17.
2. Ante, P 45,
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The optional order, then, like the regular and proposed
orders, only implicitly refers to parent responsibility for the Chris~
tian nurture of their child. In contrast to them, however,that which
is implicit;'in the optional order is guidance which, if heeded, would

do much to provide adequaste early Christian nurture for the child,
D. Summary

At the outset of this chapber attention was called to the
agreement bebtween general publications referring to the role of parents
in relation to early Christian nurture and Lutheran publications in
the same field, They'were 8ll found to be in essential agreement that
during early childhood teaching is effected indirectly, that is, by
what perents are in their attitudes and by what they themselves do in
the presence of their child. Keeping this basic theory in mind, the
three orders for Infent Baptism used or proposed for using, in the
Evangelical Lutheran Church were examined for their instruction for
parents with reference to their role in early Christian nurture,

It was found that all of the orders place strong emphasis
on the child's need of the new birth and thaet the ultimate goal desired
is eternal salvation, Some attention is also given in all of the orders
to the child's nurture for the purpose of realizing the goal, The
sponsors are explicitly charged to pray for the child and to bs concerned
about Christian nurture. The emphasis given to them is in the realm
of direct teaching.,

The pert that parents are to play in the process of the

Christien growth of their child is only implicitly indicated. 1In the
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case of the regular and proposed orders, even this implicit guidance
for the parents has reference to direct teaching such as urging the
parents to provide instruction in the catechism. This, it was noted,
is irrelsvent with reference to early childhood. The optional order,
while heving a direct reference to the parents concerning their desire
for their child, also only implicitly refers to parent responsibility
for early Christian nurture. In this case, however, the implications
are relevant to early Christisn nurture, and are also in agreement
with the theories summarized at the outset of the chapter.

Thus it was found that none of the ordsrs for Baptism of
Infants in the Evangelical Lutheran Church are giving explicit instruc=-
tion to parents relevant to their responsibility for the early Christian
nurture of their child, The findings of chapters one and two indicate
that such explicit instruction is needed. Furthermore, it was found
that the implicit instruction given, in this comnection, to parents
is not equally favorabls in all of the three orders, Only the optional
order has implications for the parents that are relevant and favorable

to early Christian nurture,
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CHAPTER IV

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

A, Summary

The purpose of this thesis has been to discover precisely
how the service of Infant Baptism in the Evengelical Lutheran Church
fits into and contributes to the church's total program of parent
education in relation to early Christisn nurture. In the endeavor to
follow & sound approach to the problem, it was considergd to be necessary
to discover first what the role of parents is in the effective Christian
nurture of their young child, After discovering the role of the parents,
it also seemed necessary to exemine the church's relation to the parents
in this responsibility for Christien nurture. The next step involved
the discovery of programs being effectively used by congregetions of
this present time. Thus the theories could be further evaluated in
the light of actual practice.

With the findings of these two chapters in mind, the orders
for Infant Baptism used in the Evangelical Lutheran Church were exam-
ined. The results of the study may be summarized as follows:

The several publications examined, dealing with the role of
parents in relation to child nurture, indicated that parents inevitebly teach
their children. The teaching during the early years of the child is
effected by means of the parents' influence upon the child, that is
by indirect rather than direct or formal means. The results of this
influence are either for good or evil in respect to the child's concept
of God, This is true because of the fact that the parents are either

-52-
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for God or against Him, and the parents in turn, by their attitudes
and conduct are serving as visuael aids to give the child his concept of
God.

It was further noted that the church shares the responsibility
with the parents in that the churech should teach the parents and help
them so that they in turn can fulfill their obligations to their children.
The church thus is to be an aid to the parents, not a substitute for
them. The church can accomplish its mission to the parents through
the means of the regular worship services, special classes for the
parents, and in general aiding the paremts to grow in their own spiri-
tual lives.

Special events such as marriage, child birth, and baptism or.
dedication offer excellent opportunities for pastoral counselling which
can be used effectively for promoting early Christian nurture.

In the light of the above, attention was turned to the actual
practices of some successful churches today. Questionnsires were sent
to the churches selected by the Christian Century as the Twelve Great
Churches of America. Completed questionnaires were received from seven
of the g@uréhes. The examination of the answers given, together with
other ;éterials and information offered by these seven churches, re-
vealed that these churches have programs of education which are designed
to help all the members of the congregetion to be growing in their
Christian lives. This in itself was helping parents too, because what
they are is a significant factor in early Christian nurture of children,
It was noted that the Baptismal or Dedication services provide no extenw-

sive emphasis on the parents' responsibility for the nurture of their
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children, but rather these services serve as a part of the total parent
education program. Generally, it was indicated, the pastor has one con-
ference with the parents before such a service. It was noted that non-
member parents, whose children are dedicated or baptized, are asked to
observe the same procedures as the member parents,

The five churches, from whom no completed questionnaires
were received were examined on the basis of the articles concerning
them in the Christian Century. These articles indicate that these
churches too, like the other sevén, have strong educational programs
for all the members. The result is that parents too are well established
Christians.

It appears then, on the basis of both the written discussions
and the effective programs of successful churches, that the sssential
factor in e parent educetion program is that the parents themselves
must be helped personally té be ever growing Christians., With reference
to Christian nurture during the early years of a child's life, there is
no substitute for the necessity of Christien parents whose faith permeates
their whole life, their attitudes and actiouns.

The third chapter opened by noting that Lutheran writsrs
agree essentially with the findings in both chapter one and chapter
two.

Against this background the service of baptism in the Even-
gelicel Lutheran Church was examined for its emphasis on parents in
relation to the early Christian nurture of their child, Three orders
were examined, the regular order used in the Church, an optional order,
and a proposed order. It was found that all three orders place strong

enmphasis on the child's need for the new birth and recognize that the
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ultimaete goal of this new life is eternal salvation. Some attention is
also given in all of the orders to the child's nurture for the purpose
of realizing the goel, The sponsors are explicitly charged to pray for
the child and to be concerned sbout his Christian nurture. The emphasis
given to them is in the realm of direct teaching.

The part that parents are to play in the Christien nurture of
their child is only implieitly indicated. In the regular and proposed
order this implicit instruction for the parents urges them to instruct
their child in the catechism and the Bible. This can well be instruc=-
tion for children in their late childhood but it seems to be irrelevant
for infants and children in their early childhood., The optional order
gives no explicit instruction either, but its implicit instruction is
relevant for the young child in thet parents are urged to have Christian
homes and to desire their child's growth in the Christian faith,

Thus it was found that none of the orders state explicitly
what the role of the parent is in relation to the early Christian nur-
ture of the children. Neither do they effectively urge the parents to
accept the responsibilities involved because the implicit instructions

do not seem to be sufficiently clear to be easily recognized.

B. Conclusion
The conclusions that are significant in the light of the
purpose of this thesis are those which focus attention on the order
for Infant Baptism in the Evangelical Luthsran Church. Christian
churches all need to be concernsd about the matter of the parents'
crucial influence upon their children because, in the sarly ysars of

the child's life, the parents make up practically the total influence
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exerted upon the child. The churches need to use every opportunity

for both helping the parents o be truly Christian and charging parents
“to fulfill their obligations to their children. Thus the Evangelical
Lutheran Church should mske the most of the opportunity affordsd through
the practice of Infant Baptism, to impress upon the parents their respon-
sibility for Christian nurbure. During this service the church speaks
officially to individual parents, but at the same time informs all who
hear, snd it should meke certain that instruction is both relevant to
the setting end clearly stated, With this in mind the following sug-
gestions ars offered as improvements in the order. First the order
itself should clearly indicate that perents must be Christian if they
are going to provide Christian nurture for their young child. This
would at least involve the parents! testifying to their own faith at

the time of the child's baptism, An exhortation should be included for
the perents, stressing the fact that in the early years of their child's
life, they will be teaching him by their attitudes, conduct and expres-
sions; that what they teach their chi}d during his early years is of
cruciel importance for his whole life; that the results will be either
for good or for evil; and thet parents cannot teach by attitudes, con-
duct, and expressions enything different from what they are themselves,

Since the orders often contein instructions for the pestor,

there ocught to be emphasis there too thet the pastor should heve at
least one conference with the parents before their child is baptized,

He should be urged in this conference clearly to present to the parents
their inescapsble role in the Christian nurture of their child, and
should indicate the means which the church has to offer to aid them in

their task.



While the above suggestions do not imply that the order for
infant baptism should be the only place and means for parent education
in relation to child nurture, it does seem evident that if the suggés-
tions were incorporated into the order there would be a marked improve-
ment. It should do much to overcome the present danger of parents' not
knowing what is involved for them when their child is beptized, and
also would help many to accept the serious responsibility which they
bear and to fulfill their obligeations to their child in a mammer
pleasing to Him who is Father of us all.

Then there rests upon the church the further responsibility
of sctually providing an adequate parent education program. The success-
ful churches referred to in chapter two offer suggestions as to what
makes up an effective parent education program. The total church
program should be planned to give effective help to all the members,
including parents, to be growing Christians., Special courses should
be offered to parents. These should be so designed that they will
help parents both in their own personal lives snd also in their efforts
to teach their children. This would involve recognition and acceptance
of the responsibilities to parenthood as well as practical suggestions
of technique.

It may well be thet if the servies of Infant Bapbtism clearly
indicates the cruciael role of parents in relation to the Christian
nurture of their children, the parents will more readily aveil them-

selves of the help offered by the church.
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THE CHRISTIAN CENIURY'S LIST

OF “GREAT CHURCHES OF AMERICA"

Bellevue Baptist Church, Memphis, Tennesses.

Collegiate Methodist Church, Ames, Iowsa,

First Church of Christ, (Congregational) West Hartford, Comnecticut.

First Community Church, Columbus, Ohio.

First Evengelical and Reformed Church, New Knoxville, Ohio.

First Methodist Churech, Orlando, Florida.

First Presbyterian Church, Hollywood, California.

First Presbyterian Church, Topeka, Kansas.

Mount Olivet Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota.

Olive Chapel Baptist Chureh, Apex, North Carolina.

Trinity Luthersn Church, Freistatt, Missouri.

Washington Prairie Evangelical Lutheran Church, Decorsh, Iowa,
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APPENDIX B

QUESTIONNAIRE SENT TO THE GREAT CHURCHES

Do you have a special program for parent education with reference
to pre-school child nurture?

a. Study groups

b. Home visitation

c. Special Sermon Series

d. Sermons for special (Mother's, etc.)

e, Family devotion emphasis

f. Other

(Any elaboration you give will be helpful)

Is there any training given in connection with the administration
of the Sacrament of Baptism to infants?

In connection with the Dedicetion of infants?

Comments ?

In connection with the administretion of Baptism or Dedication of

Infants:

a. Are questions concerning faith, if used, specifically addressed
to parents s Sponsors s, others ?

b. Is the exhortation, if any is used, regarding child nurture
addressed spetifically to parents Or SpoOnsors ?

Comments?

a, Are children of non-members dedicated or baptized?

b. If so, is thers eny stress on quelifying conditions to be met
by the parents?

Comments?

Is there any sttempt made to give this kind of training to newly
married couples? +» Before children are born or soon efter?

Comments. ?
Do you produce any material yourselves as a congregation which you

distribute in connection with Parent Training?
(If so, semple copies would be very helpful)

Whet printed materisls, psriodicals, pamphlets, or books are used
in this connection?
Author Title Publisher
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