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INTRODUCTION



CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

A, Problem Stated and Justified

This study proposes to consider ways and means of maeking uniting
with the church a more significant experience to the adolescent.

Much is being said and written today, both by those within and by
those without the church, concerning the ineffectiveness of the church's
ministry and the indifference of church members. A recent issue of a
popular magazine carried the following stabement in en article entitled
"The Crisis of the Spirit", by Franz Werfel:

"I do not speak of religion in the form of creeds. There are
8%111 meny millions of faithful church-goers. Bub whoever
looks into their hearts will discover that only a small number
truly experience religion, that the majority merely repeat
from loyalty what they have inherited from their ancestors.
The great 'astonishment before life', which Aristotle con-
sidered the Source of all human spiritusl activity, has faded

for them ag for avowed materialists to an insipid and indolent
cynicism, "1 . ”

Professor Ray H. Abrams, of the University of Pemnsylvania, who
has written the chapter in The Prospéob for Youth dealing with youth

and the church, has discovered that there is an inerease in membership
end gifts, and‘at the same time a greater secularization of the church
and o slackening of attendanece and interest. He believes that only
lip service and emotional atbtachment to "the old" in our ocivilization
remain.zv

SoePPVEBREIOIED

1. Werfel, Franz: "The Crisis of the Spirit", Harper's Bazaar, Decem-
ber, 1942, p. 47
2+ Cf. Long, Jacob Avery: Young People and the Church, pe. 4



In a book containing the findings of a recent study of the atti-
tudes of a group of representetive youth toward the church, the follow-
ing statement is made:

"For the past three or four decades oritics heve freguently
said that the church has been losing its power as a medium
of soeial control and that people have been losing faith in
the church."l '

Another writer who is concerned with this problem has commented
on the inoreased inbersst in religion as evidenced from the great number
of religious publications in popular magazines, but he goes on to say:

"One camnot fail, them, to ponder seriously whether this
widespread interest in religion in our time means anything

if it lacks the vital contacts of a funotioning religion.

The church essentially affords the technique of religion.

It is through its functions that the resources of the Eternsl
are brought to bear upon individual lives and social conditions.
What, then, remains of the interest in religlon if we are not
interested in thecchureh as the technique for bringing the re-
sources of the Eternal to bear upon our personal lives and our
social problems?™?

Opinions asuch ;.s the above are partially justified by the fre-
quency with which they are expressed from varying sources. ' They are
further justified when one sees their compatibility with statistics
which show that the church is faliing far behind its possibilities
in making Christianity a reality in the 1life of the individual. Sunday
School enrollment and average attendance, and the number added to ohurch
membership by profession of faith from the Sunday School all reveal =
serious decline.s There is a dearth of capable Christian leaders. |

[ EE R EE X NN XN N ]

l. Long: ope oite, po 2

2¢ Vonsble, Charles L.: The Threshold of the Temple, p. xii

3« Long: ope oit., pe 11t "A comparison of Sunday School enrollment,
average attendance, and the number added to church membership by
profession of faith from the Sunday Schools. of the Presbybterian
Churches in the U.S.A....for the years 1926 to 1936, reveals a
startling loss.”™ A Guide for Bible Study, Unit 1, Evangeliesal
Teacher Training Association, The Seripture Press, Chiocago, states
that each year the church is losing 65%to 75% of its Sunday Sohool
nmembers of Senlor and Intermediate ages.



Roger Babson, eminent statistician, has observed:

"Loeal causes often are factors, but these six - the loss

of sertain favoring influences, competing attractions, the

people's waiting mood, the church's indifference, the age's

independent spirit, the Church's fallure to concentrate on

its fundamental mission, and the unchristian character of

so many church members - have oggra:bed practically every=-

where in producing the deoline.
Mr. Babson declares that on an avex;age perhaps twenby-five per cent of
registered members are supporting the churches with personal attendance
(that is, two Sundays out of f4:)ur).2

A problem as complex as this one will naturally trace its diffi-
culties to meny contribubting sources; but is it not reasonable to
assume the possibility that one of the primary sources of this con-
dition may be found at the point where young people are received into
church membership? Yesterday's young people are today's responsible
church members. Today young people are uniting with the church at
each comnunion service. dJust how meaningful has been the experience
of uniting with the church? Could it have been made more mesningful?
Would today's church be more e.iive to its opportunities and responsi-
bilities had this matter of receiving young people into church member-
ship been made as significant as its importance warrants?
Let us take a look at actual experiences of young people in unit-

ing with the churche.

Professor Douglas Macintosh has warned that often we "inoculate

*you,ng peoplé with a very mild type of religion which renders them

practically immune to Christianity in its original snd dynamic form."S

1. Babson, Roger W.: How to Increase Church Attendance, p. 29
2. Cf. Ibid., p. 150 (1936 statistics) _
3. Porter, Eliot: Being e Church Member, p. 13

Y
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For example, a girl with favorable home influence was received into
church membership several years ago after an apparently thorough com-
municants' c¢lass imstruetion. She became s very nominal chwrch member
and the leader of a "hard" group of high school young people. A new
teacher in the high school tried to improve conditions through a girls®
¢lub. Vhen this girl learned the teacher had not joined the church,
she was horrified. The girl felt her own church membership mede her a
Christian no matter how she liveds It was gimply a dip-and-be-done-

with-it matter, and lack of membership branded the tescher as a hea:bhen.l

In a class in psychology of religion, twenty-seven upper classmen
recently wrote their religious biographies. Each one mentioned uniting
with the church between eleven and fifteen years of agees With only two
oxceptions, each so mentioned the fact as to make it evident that he
had Joined in a spirit of tepid acquiescence.z For example:

" 14t about this time, when I was thirteen, the minister

urged me to join the Churche. My Sunday School teacher en-

couraged me. Several of my friends were joining, so I went

with them,! "3
Some said it meant little. Nost of the others did not evén enter into
a discussion of its importance. One girl had wept because of her dis-
appointment in the experience. One young fellow was still bitter be=-
cause his church, he felt, had dragged him In to increase its statisti-
es;l record, neglected him as soon as his nsme was on the roll, and thus
'burned over the ground!, so to speak, so that for years he had assumed
religion as empty of meaning as he ha«; found church membership. The
rest of the twenty-seven were not bitter nor eritical. It seemed they

*eePOOSSIOEBSBIOESS

"1l Porter: op. cit., p. 13
2. Ibid., Pe 12
3. Ibid.



had joined the Church much as they hed put on long trousers, or teken
out membership in the "Y".1

One minister remarked that he wés more afraid of receiving people
into the church who were not ready for the step then he was of not re-
ceiving any at all.2 Thers is a real possibility of young people
flocking into the church by mere suggestion, or merely by the example
of their friends. It is possible for a young adolescent boy or girl
to be bothered into church membership by the minister, e teacher, or
parents as the easlest way out of an embarressing situation. This does
not imply, of course, that inflﬁenoe by elders and by compasnions heas no
rightful place; but it does point to the desirability of the candidate's
knowing so surely that he has made up his own mind that he will never
doubt that fac‘h.s

B. Problem Delimited

Thers are meny aspects of the church's pfogram end home ire.ining
which contribute to the adolescent's preparation for uniting with the
church. Home instruction from Christien parents, attitudes tsken by
parents and other members of tﬁe household, the Sunday School, young
peoplet!s societies, ministers, and Christian teachers - all may have
borne large influence upon the child who has become a cendidete for
church membership. The communicant's clﬁss, however, is thg one place
where presumably detsiled and thorough instruction is given with one
specific end in view, uniting with the church; and since this group

essosssoorane

l. Cf. Porter: op. cit., pp. 12-13
2+ Cfe Xbid.o, Pe 13
3¢ Cfe Ibid, s P 16 -
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usuelly presents a number of young people of heterogeneous church and
home background and training, it is desirable that the instruction
giver in this class be of a comprehensive nature without too much
relisnce on previous treining and instruction. This study, then,
will be limited to this one egency which has as its sole aim the prepe-
ration of young people for church membership; and since the ages of
twelve to fourteen are those at which youth are usually considered
mature enough to teke the step of uniting with the church, the word
"adolescent™, as used in this study, will refer to that period which
is more accurstely termed Yearly adolescence", or the "intermediate"
age. '

It is not possible for this study to include consideration of
ways in which church membership may be made more meaningful to the
adolescent after the step of uniting with the church has been taken.
The writer is fully sware of the fact that meny fine Christians have
traced their vital Christisn experience to a time which followed their
being received into church membership.

"One remembers the elderly minister, who, heving exemined
young Albert Schweitzer before reception into church mem-
bership, remarked to Albert's aunt, 'Albert is one of the
indifferent ones.' One remembers young Dwight Moody, ace .
quiescing so easily to the suggestion that he become =
Christian, his real struggle still seven years in the future.
One remembers young John Mott, who jolned at fourteen and
kept his membership a secret through nearly two years.

How easy it _would heve been to judge each of these cases

e mistakel™l '

Yudge gives us an illustration in "Case 54™:

"then I was twelve years old I was confirmed. Three nights
a week after school hours we received instruction from our

(AR RN R RN NN XJ

l. Porbter: ope. eit., pp. 13, 14
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minister. These teachings did not affect me gfeatly at the
time. I learned my catechism perfectly bubt did not feel
greatly moved by ite I cen still remember what he ssid
e.nd believe I have been affected later but was‘&ot con=-
scious of it during the period of preparation. .

No one cen say definitely of those to whom uniting with the churech
wes only a superficial or diseppointing step that it would have been
better had they been permitted to grow older as outsiders; this thesis,
however, is limited to the idea that uniting with the church should be
a significant experience. | ’

The limits of this study will not permit consideration of the
materials of all leading denominations. For the purposes of this thesis
it will be adequate to study cormunicents' materiels of four leading
Protestant denominations - the Presbyterian, the Reformed, the Episco-
palian, and the Methodist (the first three representing those deneminae
tions which consider the covenant reletionship established at the time
of infant baptism, and the fourth representing those denomineations which
look upon infant baptism as an act of dediocation by the perents). As a
mesns of comparison and contrast, and for possible helpful suggestions,
some communicants' materials of the Romen Catholis Church have been
included.

It is recognized that the communicants' meterials per se cammot
effect a meaningful experience for ‘the young person uniting with the
church. The absence of Christian character and personality in the
teacher, an unchristisn or indifferent home enviromment, or lack of
receptivity in the pupil can negate the velues of eny materials printed
in & book. Grented that the instructor is a sincere Chfistian and a

[ E N E RN RN N N NN N J

1. Mudge, E. Leigh: Varieties of Adolescent E@erience, pe 133



oapeble teecher, the parents Christian end cooperative, end the pupil
teachable, the materials used may easily present the variable in making

the experience a significant one.

C. Sources for Study

Becsuse of the somewhet large number of avallable materials in
each denominaéion, communicants?' booklets were chosen on the besis of
their current.popularity snd value as asserted by sales clerks in each
denominationel book store. These booklets constitute the primary
sources of study for this thesise. Secondary sources include books
which deal with the psychology of religion in sdolescence, end those
which are concerned generslly with ymr&h in their relationship to the
church. These have been supplemented by recent articles in megazines.

D. Method of Procedure

The order of procedure will be first to loock info the nature of
adolescent religious experience fr;m the psychological angle and then
to go on to discover the dominent emphases of the communicents' class
materials under consideration. Next we shall cbnsider methods of in-
struotion in communicants' classes as suggested by the materials
selected. With this study as o basis, we shall give thought to estab-
lishing prineiples whereby uniting with the church may become a more

meaningful experience to the adolescent.



CHAPTER II
THE NATURE OF ADOLESCENT RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE
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CHAPTER II
' THE NATURE OF ADOLESCENT RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE
FROM THE PSYCHOLOGICAL VIEWPOINT

A, Introduction

Preliminery to the possibility of understanding how uniting with
the church may become a more mesningful experience to the adolescent,
there must be en understanding of the adolescent himself. It is stated
frequently by fshose who are close to young people that youth is essen=-
tially religions.l Vhat is the nature of this "religious-néss“? What
is 1ts source? How is it expressed? How is it fostered? How suppressed?
While much emphasis is being ’pie.ced todey on the mpﬁrtance of im=-
parting religious teaching to the ochild from his tenderest years on up
through his youth, this in no way minimizes the importance of carefully
guiding the adolescent's religious development. The Indiane survey of
religious education showed that more pupils are enrolled in the church
school at twelve years of age than at any other sge. It also revealed
that beginning at the twelfth year the greatest loss of pupils to the
Sundey School takes plaoe.a
'"A11 sdolescent years are eritical from the standpoint of
religious development. Many leaders feel, however, that the
eerly adolescent years, twelve, thirteen, snd fourteen, are

the most fateful in thgir influence for good or evil upon
ultimate development."” :

And ageins
"If a full, rich, ebiding religious conviction...is to come,

eSessBOeBSOLRSS

1, Cf, Averill, Lawrence A,: Adolescence, pe 409
2+ Cfe McKibben, Frank M.: Intermediate Method in the Church School,

Pe 30 .
3¢ Ibide, pe 29

11
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it must be realized through the challenges and readjustments
of youth and early meturity."l ’

The rellgious experience of young people will neburally vary
greatly with the individual. Some progress through a more or less
steady development, while others have a cataclysmic experience. How-
ever varied the experience mey appeer, it will be helpful %o this\
study to investigate the common characteristics of the adolescent
boy or girl as these characteristics condition their religious ex-
perience. First, then, we shall study adolescent religlous experience

from the psyenological standpoint.

B. Aspects of Adolescent Development
Thich Have Religious Significance
There are many sides to adolescent development which are of

interest to the psychologist: there is development in the physical,
nental, soclal, and spiritual realms. There are certain ou‘?standing
phases of adolescent growth, however, which are fraught with signifi-
cance to the one who gives communicent instruction to the intermediate
boy or girl, and it is with these phases that the following paragraphs

will be coneerned.

1. Transition from Childhood

Adolescence is a period of transition. If we see the "from" and
"to" of the transition we shall more fully unéersbg.nd the direction of
the transition itself. To the pre-adolescent child, religlon is
lergely an external affair, With the adult, worthwhile religion is

SESPEBSOES S

1. Rudisill, Barl S.: Intimate Problems of Youth, p. 178



-l B

largely internal.

"Up to this time the child's conduct has been determined
largely by the influence of external authority...Habits of
moral behavior have been set up in accordance with the will
of those whose superiority is recognized...The religious life
of the pre-adolescent is primarily objeotive in contrast with
the more subjective nature of the religion of youth."

Essentially the same idea is presentsd by Mudge:

"Religion %o & child is an inmner experience, to be sure,

but it is expressed in ideas which are quite definitely
objective and attitudes toward beings that are external to
himself...Adolescents, of course, inherit this sort of theo-
logical concepts, but tend to modify them until God becomes
an inner experience as well as an external being. It is the
normal tendenoy of adolescence more and more to emphasize the
internal elements of religion, the warm, vital immer experi-
ences, tntil these become dominent elements even in the con-
ception of Gods To the developed adult God should be recog-
nized in the attitudes and aspirations and immer impulsions.

of the heart."?
The transition is not always easye. Early childhood ideas of God

and religion must be transformed into personal beliefs.

"The adolescent realizes that childish religious ideas will

no longer suffice....the conocrete concepts of religious

realities must give way to something which wlll better f£it

into the conbext of experience and reasoned beliefs...Much

childhood material has to be worked over and worked into

the new con‘aexb.s..a more. adequate concept revlaces an ine
sufficient one.”

The adolescent, ’chén, must meke the adjustments and re-adjustments re-
quired to attain the status of an adult.

In making these adjustments the adolescent comes to & new con-
sciousness of "self". With the necessity of facing his own problems
and meking his ‘own decisions, his distinctive personality emerges.
Many every-dey experiences are transformed into personal problems with

IR KRN RN S NN NN ]

1. McEibben: ops oite, ps 64
Ze Hudgez ops cit., ps, 111
3¢ Rudisill: op. eite, p. 176
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moral significance.

"The knowledge one hes scquired, the attitudes one has

developed, and the motives which have characterized the

individual during childhood, will need to be personalized

and brought into harmonious adjustment with the new free-

dom and responsibility of life. The idees one has held

rsogerding religion, the Bible, God, the churech should be

made over into e personal working faith, othemﬂ.ie » they

will have no practicel meaning to the new self." '

With the transfer of the seat of a uthority from forces without to

those mostly within, the importance of sources for intermal comtrol
emerges. The dynamic of a personal religion presents the most fruitful

source for such ‘:;on'brol.g

2+ Early Influences

 The importance of the home and early religlous training camct be
overemphasized. Inescapably there is a posibive or negative "set"
toward religion by virtue of the abtitudes of pareuts and teachers of
the young ohild. Fa.ilure of the parent to tesch religion does not have
o neutral influence on the ohild. It positively trains him to religious
indifference.® The individual responds all through childhood, and it is
at this early period thet the "set" of religious attitudes end feelings
very largely is determined. "Personal influences have made a desp and

probably lasting appeal long before adolescence begins.™

In giving the results of tests conducted along this line, Dimock
states that any adolescent growbh in moral and religious thinking is
conditioned, not by physiologicel development, but by éersoml factors
and soclal factors, such as home background, mental ability, and church

[ A XX E RN XN X NN ]

1. MeKibben: ope Cite, P 66
2¢ Cfy Ibid., PP 68-69
3¢ Cf. Stagg, S. W.: How to Promote Home Religion, p. 4

4. Mudge: op. oit., p. 108
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affiliationst Cole states thet the relation between scceptance of
religious é.ogmas and religious observances in the home or attendance
of the entire family at church is relatively high.z

Thus we come to see that the adolescent's attitude toward religion

is a product of numerous influences in hig childhood and his reaction %o

theme

3¢ Doubt and Questioning

One of the outstanding characteristics of the adolescent is his
questioning spirite Averill states that few persons come up through
the teen-age without at some time or other falling prey to doubts and
uncertainties. Some adjust readily, some slowly, some never. Those
who have had e simple faith in childhood often go through an experience

of exposure to unbelief and doubts and disillusiormente® Rudisill ex-

presses it in this manmer:

"Most religious assumptions are silently or openly challenged
eeedohn Fiske has written that the 'younger generabion...sees
everythi" in heaven and earth called upon to show itz creden-
tialse'

Mudge agrees with this statement, as seen in the following quotation:

"Adolescence, however, develops o new abttitude toward theologie
cal conceptions, as indeed toward all our cabsgorical statements,
and early in adolescence we ocan usually observe a critical atii-
tude, an insistence upon the test of the judgment of the boys

and girls themselves, that is wldely different from the credulity

of chiidhood."S
Several reasons have been cited for the religi;t;; Vcrioub'bs of adol-

escents. Ome is "inadequate foundations™. Adequate notions of God
OOOO‘O........

l. Cf+ Dimock, Hedley S.: Rediscovering the Adolescent, p. 169
2. Cfs Cole, luella: Psychology of Adolescence, pe. 376

3¢ Cfe ope ¢it., ps 404

4, OP. oits, De 176

Se Ope eite, p. 109
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and a background of interpretation whieh will do no violence to the
intellect when it begins to stir actively have been suggested as means
by whieh the bitter readjustment in adolescence may be avoidede It has
been pointed out also that the fact that secular education aims ab
teaching young people to think independently and intelligently has modi-
fied young people's attitude toward the traditional content and materials
of religious edueation. Encouragement to think independently has re-
sulted in irritation at authority and interference of adolescent fresdom.
The adolescent dislikes prohibitions and restrictions. His demend in
religion is for something positive and practiecal, as well as rationsal.

Adolescents demend sincerity in religion. They see religion as
something 4o be lived as well as professede. As an illustration, we use
the remerk of Sam, who doubted the integrity of everything and everybody.
He asks, "If a person is morally upright, isn't he more to be admired
than the boy who cheats in schéol, but who sings in the ohoir and never
misses a prayer?"™ The adolescent is quick to see and express his
hearty contempt for shem in any relationship of life.

Another reason given for religious doubts in adolescence is the
disturbing influences of: the study of soience.z In this connectlion, one
is reminded of the churoch schools which are inadequately prepared to
meet the challenge which scieﬁoe presentse.

Insight into the root of doubt and questioning is given by Rudisill.
He recognizes that youth would like to prove everything, bubs:

"Beneath all else there 1s a yearning for the great inexplainable
which alone is the explanetion of everything else, and without
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which everything else is incompletes Though it may seem

that youth is iconoeclaestlc, that iconoclesm is no more than

an effort to find the 'ground' of everythinge It is pre-

eminently a search for God, even though the searcher nay 1

not realize ite He wants something solid on which to stend.”
4. Feeling and Emotion

A general statement from Mudge describes effectively +this aspect

of the adolescent's nature and experience:

"The term 'fervid' cammot normally be applied to the religion

of childhood; but in adolesoence there is a glow of feeling,

a8 religion becomes a matbter of imner experience, that relates

it closely with the entire emotional development of youth. "2
The adolescent may experi.énee heights of joy and depths of deépair in
quick succession. Within him are extremes and contradietions, for life
is new and full, and still uncrrgan:n.i.zmi.5 He is full of aspiration. He
secks those things whiech thrill, Much of the adolescent's quiockened
emotional sense is traceable to his physical development. Growth is
rapid and uneven, and thus vitality is not constant. As the sense
organs come to nearsr maturity the world seems to teke on a new signifie
cences The young person becomes "delicately responsive”, "alive" to his
enviromment.%

This new experiencing of emotion makes the adolescent very much
aware of himself, and self-consciousness is frequently the result.
More attention is focused on the "self" as the adolescent seeks to be-
come acoepted in the group, seoure gpprobation, and follow other social

urgess Sometimes there occurs an intense siruggle between individualis-

+ic and social desires, and it is in the midst of this development that
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there 1s presented the greatest opportunity to realize soecial idealselt

5e¢ Hero Worship
It is very natural for boys and girls to fasten their emotional
lives to a personality whose stremgth, and sweetness, end achievement
they admire greatly. They need a cemter of personalization which they
cannot outgrows. Loyalty 1s a strong emotion during these years, and
1t is important thet this loyalty be fixed to an object which never
will fail. |
The implications of this adolescent characteristic for his re-
ligious development are tremendous:
"The young person's desire for intimate contaet with God and
for a concrete realization of his personal ideal should lead
him to diseover and worship Christ as the expression of God
in the flesh and as the ideal human character. The religious
training the young person receives, above all things else,
should result in the discovery of Christ as the supreme ideal
of the life...His religious training should bring about inereas-
ing integration of his personality, hls interests, and his
 loyalties about the person of Christ."2 :
Since the years between the ages of twelve end twenty-one are the
period for readjustment and the establislment of a firm loyalty, most

decisions for a spiritual life come within that time.

C. Summary

The main consideration of this chapter has been a s{:udy of charac-
teristics in the nature of the adolescent which are significant to his
religious experience. While the experience of individuals varies
greatly, still there are certein general characteristios whioh, if
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recognized and understood, are very applicable to the solution of the
problem of this study. It was poinbed out first that the adolescent

is in a period of transition, as he passes from childhood to adulthood.
At this period, through adjustments and readjustments, the adolescent
turns from a religion which is external to one which is a "werm, vital
inner experience". Through this process the need for inner control
appears. Early influences in the life of the child, partieulerly from
the home, have a large bearing on the "set" of the adolescent's atti-
tudes toward things spirituale. Growth in the religious thinking of the
adolescent is dependent upon home background and church effiliation.
Yet, however simple a faith he may have had as a ohild, the adolescent
is likely to go through a period of doubt and questioning, which mey
be traced to such sources as inadequate foundations in his childhood,
the disturbing influence of the study of science, and his longing for
2 key to the understending of life. The adolescent feels deeply, and
experiences the heights and depths of emotion. - Through this experience
he becomes acutely aware of himself. His emotional life often atteches
itself with firm loyalty to a personality whom he admires greatly, for

the adolescent is by nature a hero-worshipper.
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CHAPTER III
ELEMENTS COMPRISING THE ADOLESCENT'S PREPARATION
FOR UNITING WITH THE CHURCH

4. Introductiorn

In studying ways in which the adolescernt mey come into e fuller
appreciation of the meaning of church membership, it is helpful to con-
sider the materials used in the communicants' olass. An investigation
of the Tables of Contents in the selected communicants'! materials evi-
dences the fact that in a general way the elements considered essential
in the preparation of an adolescent for church membership are very
similer. Since the general pettern is fairly uniform, it will be our
purpose in this chepter to discover the degrees of emphasis which are
placed on individual elements, any varlation in whioch the order of
these elements ocours, and any significent omlssion of a component
part. It should be kept in mind that certain emphases and certain
cmissions in the Catholic material mey be due to the fact that the
primary source of meterial available is designed for ohildren rather
then for' adoleseents. This is in conformity with the current practice
of this churoh to confirm young children, teaching them eccording to
their age capacity.

| The general pattern of component elements lines up as follows:
What should the adolescent believe? What should the adolescent ex-
perience? How should the adolesceni:'s belief and experience find ex-
pression in his life? What should the adolescent know concerning his
church? And why shoﬁid. a Christian beecome a church meu::(ber's’:L
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1., The purpose of this chapter is not to meke an exhaustive study of
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Be "hat Shonld the Adolescent Believe?

The importance of a creed to the adolescent lies in the fact thet
it gives to him an explenation of the mystery of life. Its importance
is further recognized as he sees that an individual's beliefs greatly
affect his actions and his charscter. Certain basic beliefs of
Christianity are set forth over and over again in these materials.

1. About God

Two great concepts of God stand out above all others iﬁ these
" materiels. One is God the Crestor; the other is God the Father. Bvi-
dencing recognition of the problem the adolescent faces a8 he attempts
to reconcile science and religion, God the Creator is treated several
times with at 1eas£ brief reference to the 'field of science.

"Scienoe and scientists, with very few exceptions, are saying
thet we can trace out the character and actions of the things
which we can see and touch ~ that is, material things - but
that we come In our investigation to e plece where we can go
beck no ferther in our search for the first great cause of all
thingse Many such are openly declaring that the first great

Pscussosssoen

the cormunicants® c¢lass meterials of the stated denominations and of
the Catholic Church, There is even the possibllity thet the represente~
tive materials recommended do not present an entirely fair basis for
judgment of a single denomination's provision for communicant instruc-
tion. This, however, is beside the point. Far from being an attempt
to put denominations up against each other in the conbent of their
materialg, this chapter is an attempt to get a cross-section of the
various things which comprise a conmunicent's instructlion in prepara=-
tion for full church membership, to note the points on which there is
large egreement, end to point out unique empheses. Sinoe there is oon-
sidersble sgreement among the denominations on verious points of emphe-
sis (and where there is not identical agreement the thoughts are often
supplementary), it has been thought advisable to footnote only the
material which shows some unique characteristics It should be kept

in mind thet differences in approach and in points of emphasis some-
times exist among writers within a denomination.
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cause of all things must be that personaelity to whom our
religion has from the begimming given the neme, God."l

God as Father usually is presented with accompanying ideas of His
imminence, such as His love, His mercy, and Kis desire and abllity %o
- make Himself kmowm. ‘
"If your frierd is in a room in school just shead of you,
you can learn through your friend what kind of a teacher
awaits you when you are promoted. Jesus kmew and loved
God perfectly, and he it is who has told us thet God is
our Father who knows our needs and loves us."2
Another conoept which is prominent is the greatness of God. This
is seen in His nature, His abilities, His character - in brief, in His
perfectionss Ee 1is Sustainer and Ruler. BEmphasized less frequently are
the thoughts of the Irinity and the fact that God is the One to whom men

are responsible.

2e¢ About Men and Sin

The mein points gtressed in the consideration of this subjeet are
that in its nature sin is a coming short of what God has asked of man,
or disobedience to God; in its extent, it is a universal characteristis
of man; its source is not only in man's will but in his very nature.
It results in unheppiness, separation from God, end more sin; the only
solution of the problem of sin lies in repentance (or, as is stressed
in the Catholio material, in confession) and forgiveness. The conscience
is a God-given faculty which helps one discern his sine "The sense of
right and wrong is a gift of God even more importent thean the gift of
sight or hearing.™ The inability of men to save himself is emphe~
sized in several instances,4 while the Devil, as an active, personal
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agent in tempting men to sin, is specifically stated by only one denomi-

nation.l

3s About Jesus Christ snd Salvation

As several great concepts of God took precedence over all others,
go it is with the concepts of Christ. However differently these terms
may be interpreted, Jesus Ghr.ist is get forth as Saviour and as Lord.
As Saviour, the fact that He is both humen and divine is stressed.

"We believe that Jesus was a reel Man. FHe grew wp in his home

in Nazareth es naturelly as any boy does. He learned the trade

of ‘& carpenter and worked as hard as any who toile He knew what
1t was to be hungry and tired.. He fell asleep on the pillow in
the boat just as we do at the end of a busy day. But Jesus had
power which no mere man has ever possessed. He could do many things
that we cannot do. He controlled and used foreces of which we know
nothing. We make mistalkes and often do wrong, but Jesus lived a
perfect life...No one could find any fault in him...Now the only
Way we can explein it is 4o szey thet his wonderful life was both
human and divine. He is both the Son of man and the Son of Gods "o

His Saviourhood is discussed almost consistently in relation to
mants sin, forgiﬁeness, Christ's suffering, and Christ's ibve, the

c¢limax being regched in the Crosse.

"Jesus did not die because He could not help Himself; He gave
up His life voluntarily. He died to save men from those very
sins that caused men to nail Him to the cross...By His deeth
on the oross, in whieh He represented both sinful humenity and
the limitless love of God, Jesus mekes possible our reconcilia=-
tion with Godes Because Jesus gave His life for us, we know
that God is our friend, that He is searching for us, eand wants
us to come to Him with repentance for our sins, and faith in

His saving love."®
Bternal life, Mxile—emphasized in some of the booklets, is not frequently

stressed in this connectione

The Lordship of Christ is discussed with reference to His triumph
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3. Brinckerhoff, Theodore: The Christian Faith and Life, ppe 32-33



over death and His indwelling presences He is Adviser, Helper, Friend.
His will is 4o be sought in all of life. He is the living Christ.
What the Lordship of Christ meens is given summarily in one booklet as

follows:

"It means thet in all matters of right or wrong, of choice
and determination, of motive and amction, we shall seek to
learn what His will is for us...Acknowledging Jesus es Lord
and Yaster means also acoepting His wey of life...making
His purpose in life our purpose In 1 '

Considerable attention is given to factual knowledge concerning
the course of His life, His death, and His resurrection. One book states
that to know Christ one must know about Him.2 Here His ministry and

teachings come to view, and the example and inspiration of His 1life are

emphasized.
Christ as the Supreme Revelation of God is given quite s prominent

place.

"His (God's) greatest revelation of himself is in Jesus Christ.
Becausge God is a Person, his fullest self-disclosure must come
through a person, and that Person was and is Jesus Christ,
When Philip asked Jesus, 'Show us the Father,' Jesus answered,
'He that hath seen me hath seen the Father.' We believe this.
Jesus Christ is God's eanswer to the agelong search for Gode..
Our religion is called the Christian religion because we be=-
lieve thet in Christ we have a cemple'be understanding of the
character and purpose of the true God."3

It is interesting %o notice, in passing, the relative lack of
material on this subject in the Episcopalian books. This may be
traceable to the fact that at confirmation the baptized person in
this church is considered & Christian already (inasmuch as regenera-
tion is believed to take place at baptism), and hence there is not
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‘the same compulsion to clarify the redemptive work of Christ as there
is in denominations which do not hold so definitely to this view.

4. About the Bible

Two ideas which receive marked emphesis are that the Bible is of
divine origin and that it reveals God to the readers The subsidiary
ideas that the Bible also reveals God's will and is the final authority
for faith and life stand out rather prominently also. "It is the great
textbook of the Christien religion. In it is to be found everything
 thet is necessary for the salvation of the immortal soule"l A brief
reference to the history of the Bible is made in several denominational
materials.? In the Episcopal material the church is set forth as the
accepted interpreter of Soripture, while in the Catholic material the
Bible shares its plece of authority with Tradition, amd the need of a
Living Teacher to inbterpret it is declared. It is interesting to notice
that one of the Catholic books consulted discusses the authority of the
Bible in conjunotion with the subject of evolution.3 Another point of
interest is thet some meterials place the consideration of the authority
of the Bible first, Implying thet the attitude of the adolescent toward
the authoribty of the Bible conditions his attitudes toward the other

teachings included in the communicants?! instruction.

5. About the Holy Spirit
Several manuals omit entirely the mention of the Holy Spiri‘c.g‘
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Those which do include this Person of the Trinity emphasize His work
of sanctification and His being the sourse of the Christian feith and
1ifes Considerable mention is made of Him as the One who dwells in the
heart of the Christian., He is spoken of in several instances as the
‘Lord and Giver of iife. Some attention is given 4o His work of speak-
ing through the prophets and His enabling men to understand the Bible.
In the Confirmation Serviee of the Episcopal Church the Holy Ghost is
the One who comes upon the person being confirmed to help him keep the
promises which he makes.l The Catholic material speaks of Him as the

Agent who empowers the priest to teke away sinse

C. What Should the Adolescent Experience

That which the adolescent should experience as the culmination of
his instruction in the communicants'! class is exressed in izxany differ-
ent ways. It is recognized that the adolescent ideslly has been "ex-
periencing” something in each successive class session. The preceding
section, dealing with belief, infers definite response., There comes a
time, however, (1deally again)r s when these single expe.riences add up
to a total and emerge in an experience. It is the experience toward
which all the instruction hes been given; it is the emotional and in-
tellectual and moral response of the young person to the challenges
which have been put before him. The importance of experience as a com=
ponent element in the young person'’s preparation for church membership
is expressed in the following gquotabion:

"No truth is really our own until we have oexperienced it.

A teacher may write the answer to a problem upon the black-
board, and the student mey recognize the truth he has tried
to find through many hours of study, but it does mnot become
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his truth merely because the teacher has put it within easy
reache It will not be his own truth until he has solved the
problem and found the answer for himself. Nothing means much
to us until we have made it our own, hard-earned, personal
possession; until we have experienced it for ourselves,'l

1 The various terms used to describe the experience are not at all
muﬁﬁally exclusive. They may refer essentially to the same thing.
They may be supplementary.

There is no one description of the experience upon which all the
churches included in this study agree. The greatest degree of conformity
is in the faot that the young person should experience & feeling of love
for Christ and complete trust in Him, receiving Him as Supreme Leader,
Saviour, and Lord. There sghould be a feeling of belief on Him end a
desire to follow Him. This is to be preceded by a fesling of unworthi-
ness, a sense of one's 'need of forgiveness, and génuine repentance.
Establishing o personal reletion with God is mentioned in one group of
materials:

"Christianity is not just a system of ideas about God and man
and the world. It involves more than just the intellects It
includes a very personal relationship between ourselves and Gode
Just as a feeling of mubtual trust between peopls is necessery
for human friendship, for a successful business, or for harmony
in the family, so trust is the foundation of owr normal relation=-
ship with God."? | '

Another ides which is quite prominent is that of enlisting for
Christ, deciding for Christ, the giving of one's self over to Christe.
This entails a dedicabion or surrender of the life to Christ end a
strong feeling of loyalty to Him. "The essentisl thing is a loyal
self-committel to Christ, This rightly and normally issues.e.in a
growing Christian loyalty and experience. ">
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A response to the Example of Christ - a desire to be like Him, to
live life on the Christian level - is set forth less frequently bub
holds a fairly prominent places The experience of finding Christ through
social servioe is recommended in ome instanoq.l

Both the Presbyberlian and Episcopal materials set forth the concept
of the young person's assuming responsibility for his Christian 1life.
This is significant as it felates to the Presbyterian doctrine of the
covenant reletionship being established at baptism, and also as it re-
lates to the Episcopalian tenet thet regeneration occurs at baptism.

It should be noted, however, that whereas the Presbyterian emphasis is
rather on estsblishing a personsal response to Christ, the Episcopaliaﬁ
emphasis is decidedly on assuming responsibility es a churchman. The
thought of dedicé.’cing one's 1life to the service of the church is promi- '

nently expressed in the Episcopal meterials. Believing certain Articles\

of the Faith is also incorporated in the desired experience.

Worthy of mention also are the renouncing of sin and the devil,
found in the Catholic and Episcopalian meterials, and the experiencing
of love for the two Sacrements of Penance and the Holy Eucharist (imply-
ing, of course, that their significance has been cbmprehended) found in

+the expressions of the Catholic writers.

D, How Should the Adolescent's Beliefs and Experience
Find Expression in His Life?

Here the thought is that one who is a Christian will necessarily

differ in some essenbtial respects from the non-Christian. It is pointed
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out to the adolescent that one of the criticisms of the church today
is the faot that church members do not essentially differ from those
who are not church members. How does s Christian's life show his

belief and experience?

l. In Character
By far the greatest emphasis in this aspect of communicant prepara-
tion is on the matter of one's relationships with others. Both positive
and negative approaches are used in deseribing the quelities which the
Christian should manifest toward his fellows. Love is the motive which
is urged upon the adolescent.
"Render such Christian service to fellow men as is possible,
remembering always that the keynote of Christianity is LOVE,
= and thinking always of the Master's chellenge: !'Ye are
light « « « let your light so shine before men that they may
see your §ood works and glorify your Father whioh is in
Heaven,' "1
The exaxﬁple of Christ and the prineciples of conducet He set up are .
the ghideposts of the young Christian. The thought of living as Christ
would have one live is set forth several times. One suggested means of
accomplishing this is the principle of homoring Christ, pubting the
things of the spirit first. Another more specific means suggested is
by developing a life program which will manifest these principles.
Obedience to parents and conscience receive emphasis by several
of the denominstions,2 whereas the thought of the importance of right
habits is considered in only one instanes. Personal purity is implied
but not difectly ’nor lengthily considered in these materials. The
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Catholic booklet gulding the teachers of children brings out suggestions
concerning character in the seotion dealing with the subject of the
examination of conseience. In the combined materials of this church,
however, the emphasis seems to be put more on the life in the next

world than on the life here and nowe.

2¢ In Personal Spiritual Exercise and Growth

An oubstanding emphasis here is in the thought that the new
Christien is a disciple in the process of growth. As he expresses
his Christian faith he will dsvelop as a Christian.

a. Through Prayer

Close and continuous f'ellowship with God is seen to be at the very
heart of the Christian life. The idea of cultivating regﬁlar habits
of prayer is given great emphaéis, but not to the exclusion of praying
at other times alsoe. One booklet suggests including devotional experi-
‘ence in a definite life program of one's own.l "7e will be faithful in
prayer. We will learn from Jesus the secret of his prayer life and ask
him to teach us to pray. "2 The thought of prayer as definite conversa-
tion with God is set forth several times. The objects of prayer are not
specifically mentioned in most cases, but prayer for guidance, strength,
and for the companionship and power of Christ are suggested.

As the Catholic conception of prayer is releted wvery definitely to
unigue features in the dogma of the church, we shall go no farther than
+0 mention the fact that one point of agreement with the Protestant
teaching is in the thought of regularity of prayer.

le Cf. Hayward: op. cit., p. 65
2¢ A Manual of Faith and Life, ps 73
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b. Through Bible Study and Other Reading

A nmnber' of materials place great emphasis on regular end system-
atic Bible reeding and study; the Episcopalians, of course, furnish in
the Prayer Book suggested Bible readings for the whole Christian year.
One ofo’che Methodist booklets suggests two-hundred Bible readinge,
selected on the basis of their human interest and their walue for the
devotional 1ife.1 Much use is made genmerally of the word "study" in
commection with the use of the Bible. Having o definite time for Bible
study is sugges't;ed. Other religious reading and study is enjoineds One
group of materials seeks to acquaint the commmiocant class member with
the mechanics of the Bible and its general content and impresses the
value of the Bible in one's life today.? The Catholic materials omit

the o nsideration of this subjeck.

¢e Through Christian Friendships
This aid to Christian growth is lecking as a point of emphasis in
the Catholic and Episcopal materials, bubt finds quite prominent mention
in the remaining materials. Christian life and growth are both attributed
to fellowship with God's people. There is little else to refer to oﬁ "
this point other than the faet that this fellowship should be a constant

association - not a sporadic one.

d. Through the Sacraments
The benefits of parbaking of the Lord's Supper are given the most
consideration heres The Sacrament of Baptism is unifbrnily included and
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iz always carefully‘explained ag to its meaning and benefiits; however,

it is looked upon more as a sacrament which must necessarily precede

the partaking of the Lord's Supper, and thus the emphasis is sgain

placed on the Lord's Supper. Perhaps also because baptism is administered
only once, whereas the Lord's Supper is observed over and over again, do
we sense the stress plaéed on the latber in its relation to the cormumi-
cant's spiritual growthe The significance of baptism for one who has not
been bapbized in infaney lies in its denoting the cleansing of the heart,
asswrance of Christ's accepting the person baptized into His kingdom, a
sign of membership in the ehurch, and a pledge of fai-bhfulﬁess to Christe.

The Lord's Supper alds growth as it is seen in its va:riou§ implica~
tionse It is & memorial of Christ's death on the oross for men. It gives
fellowship with God and with fellow-believers. It is an act of consecra=
tion. It is an act of thanksgivinge It brings a sirengthening of the
spiritual life through the sustenance offered in Christ Himself as spiritu-
al food.

A differeonce in view is found toward the Sacraments in general.
While the Catholic materials indicate that Sacrements must be received
with the right disposition of heart in the individual, yet the Sacra-
ments themselves are more specifically and mechanically "carriers of
grece” then they are in the view of the Protestants. The Protestant
view of the Secraments is aptly expressed thuss: ‘

¥ eeothe reverent and prayerful use of these sacraments, ac-
companied by a sincere dedication of ourselves %o God in

feith and a surrender of our wills to Him, will help us to
a stronger end more vigorous Christian life."l
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e« Through Group Worship

While private prayer is recognized as e possible form of worship,
worship is thought of generally as an experience which tekes place in
fellowship with other Christianse.

"In some way or other, true worship must elways include some
other person. We cannot enjoy friendship with God all by our-
selves ~ we must share that friendship with others. We cannot
enjoy God's forgiveness by ourselves - we must also forgive
others...For this reason worship is at its best when it is
gngn%n the ocompeny of other people, such as in a church serv-

The media of worship are most frequently considered to be song,
prayer, meditation and Bible reading, but a wider concap‘b, of the experi-
ence of worship is set forth in one of the booklets, which stetes that
"any experience may be an act of worship if, in it, we feel ourselves in
real contact with the living Gods"2 Interprebing God's will by thinking
about = sermon, meditating on God's handiwork in nature, realizing through
a study of science or history how God is at work in His world, doing an
act of kindness in the nsme of Christ, forgiving sn injury done to us be-
cause God has forgiven us - all these are possible worship experiences.
Summarily, it is expressed by one writer, the essence of worship is
"Be still, end know that I am Gode"S

The benefits of worship are seen to accrue both to the one whe
worships and to others. Worship brings the consciousness of God's
helpful presence, a contact with something outside one's self and
infinitely better then one's self;% but it also brings ectual help in

strength and guidence for Christian living. It brings & unity end
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defini’céness of spiritual purpose to those in the group. It gives
refreshment and creates reserves for the hard times of life. It
nurtures the spiritual life and permits expression of the best within
& person. '

A reverent, expectant, earmest attitude is essential for true
worship. The adolescent learns to worship through worshipping. The
Episcopal Church materials particularly discuse worship with reference
to specific church furnishings and the order of servicee. |

fe Through Service

The idea of stewerdship is prominent in this portion of the study.
The idea that all the young person possesses = his time, his taléxrts,
his possessions, his life itself -~ is from God, is the mderlying and
motivating faector in his service for Christ. While the orgenization
of the éhurch must be melnteined, the young Christian is giving through
the church rather than to the church; that is, the church is conceived
of as a channel through which the young person may serve.

A Christisn view of stewardship may be evidenced by tile giving
of one's talents to some specific work of the church. There is e place
for teachers end assistants in the church school. There are needs for
leaders with executive ability, with ability in finence, with special
mechanical skills; ertistic ability may find expression in the work of
the church, whether it be in drewing, musie, or drams. Choirs need
members, committee members are essential for the meking of plans;
ushers, visitors, cooks, flower arrangers, secretaries - 2ll may find
opportunities for serving in the church.

As one vwriter states it, however, developed talents are not the

sole concern of the church as she secks for workers.
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"Mrough his Chureh, Christ is calling you, not ouly to

use the talents you have already d?veloped , but to 'b.'slf

awakening of powers and possibilities yet untouched."
Here, parhieipating in iea.dership edueation classes is looked upon as
a very definite form of servioce.

Another manifestation of Christian stewardship is the giving of
money to the support of the church. The suggestion of giving a tithe
frequently is offered as a sa:higfactofy answer to the question, "How
much shall I give?” However, the genersl rules laid down in the matter
of giving are: (1) that giving should be regular, (2) that it should be
in proportion to income, (3) thet it should be en act of worship, (4)
that it should be done cheerfully, snd (5) that one should begin giving
as soon as he unites with the churche.

Bringing others to Christ and to the church is a point of emphasis,
although it is omitted from some of the manuals altogether, except for
general statement whioh might imply this phase of Christien services
This includes inviting those unreasched by the church to come to the
services of the church as well as speaking to another about his relation-
ship to Christe A statement of E, Stanley Jones'! is quoteds:

" 1T count not myself to have apprehended...but I find enough
in Christ to make me eager to have others know him, too. No
one can be getting along all right without him.t! "2

Another point sufficiently stressed to inolude in this seetion is
thet of promoting fellowship within the church. This inecludes eiding
new members to feel at home and manifesting resl love toward all fellow
members.

cessecscccsse
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E. Yhat Should the Adolescent Know Concerning His Church?

Information concerning the origin and functioning of the church is
almost wniformly considered desirable by the writers of the conmunicénts'
materials studied. This portion of the edolescent's preparation usually
assumes two phases: (1) a study of the universel church, end (2) a study

of the locael church and a particular denominastion.

1. The Church Universal

The nature of the church universal is variously expressed, but at
the center is the thought of the Church Invisible, the body of Christian
believers. Several representative definitions might be helpful at this

point:

"The Christian Church is e company of the followers of Jesus,
striving to live in his spirit, everywhere organized for
Christisn worship, Christian education, Christian living,

and Christian service."l

"It (the Church) is mede wp of Christian persons who have
accepted Jesus Christ as their Lorg and Saviour snd who have

pledged themselves to follow him."
"The Church of Christ todey is made up of Christian people

who are banded together for the purpose of carryling on Christ's
workessThe Church is Christ's socieby to promote Christianity."S

ae History
The broad outlines of church history are considered sufficient for

¢ommunicent instruction. The inception of the church is given more
frequent consideration than the outline of the complete history of the
church through the cernturiess The Apostolic Church, the Roman Church,
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and the Protestant Reformation receive the most specific attention,

while the Episcopal materisls add the British Chureh to meke more clear
the dl ose connection between the Anglicen Church and the American Protes-
tant Episcopal Churche The Catholioc materials do not consider the history
of the church at all and exclude reference to any church other than the
Catholiec Chx;rch.

One booklet urges familiarity with great characters in the history
of the churchel Some general attention is given to oubstanding differ-
ences in belief in the great church divisions in the worlde Very brief
mention is sometimes made of the church's part in originating end, at
times, retarding, the great advances of civilization in such realms as

education, charity, social welfare, democracy, and home life.

b Organization »

Sinece that which holds together the church universal is considered
to be more inherent than mech;mical, little is said of organization.
Some mention is made, however, of interdenominational cooperative organiza-
tions, such as the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in Americe and
the International Council of Religious Education. Three main types of
organization are found to :éxisti: in the Protestant churches: (1) the
congregational, (2) the presbyterien, and (3) the episcopal. The Catholie
Church bases her orgenization on the authority of her Pope and her bishops.
Some space is given to the increasing cooperation and greater unity which

exists among the Protestant denominations today.

¢. Ministry
The world-wide ministry of the church universal is concerned with
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both individuals end society, personal evengelism and the mitigating of
social evilse It is at work in the community, in the nation, and in
the world, doing God's will as revealed in Christe.

"The Church is the organization that atbends to Christ's work

on eaxrth, 'does his business?, eszodies his ideals, pursues

his objectives, spesks for him,"

It has a special mission to any who are in need and seeks to promote

a spirit of brotherhood among mene

2+ His Own Denomination

From the relative amount of space given te the church universal
and that given to information concerning the specific denomination, it
is olear that the latter holds at leasgt equal importance with the former.
Effort is made to acquaint the communicant d ass member not only with

his denomination in general but also with his own local church.

ae. History

In this phase of the communicant class members' preparatlon, the
founding of the denominetion and names connected with it are emphasized,
ag well as the progression of its history. A definite effort is mede
to link the American brdnch of the church with its European progenitor.
The Episcopal mabterial includes a list of important dates in the Protes-
tant Episcopal Church in .Amerioa,z while the Methodist material gives a
realisbic account of a recent conference which united the three major

branches of Methodism in Aﬁmxex-ice..:3

be Organization
The organizational structure is made olear, beginning with the

1, Knight: ope. eit., Pupil's Book, p. 22

2¢ Ofe Lamberi, Robert S. and Fender, Floral S.: Confirmation Made
Interesting, pe 71 ‘

34 Cf. Bowen: op. cit,, pp. 10=-11



local church snd pz:ooeeding to the national set-up. The names by which
the church is divided geographically, the presiding officers of these
districbts, the officials in the local church are all named and classified
according to their dubies and authority. The adolescent is urged to
become acquainted with the various organizations in the church and the
work they performe One book suggests that +the young person inform himself
as Lo the finances of the church and how they are procured.}' Statistlics
conoerning the local and national church are submitted as a possible sub-

ject of inbtereste.

ce Ministry

The ministry of the church is discussed primarily in conmection with
the study of the organization and govermment of the church. Most of the
booklets are careful to give the specific duties of the various officlals
and boards in the ohurch, apd, taken together, they present to the adoles-
cent a general picture of the enmtire work of his denomination. A rather
unique presentation of some of the work of the vchurch is given in a
booklet which shows how the church helps a young person who has decided

to become & missionary.?

de Distinguishing Features
The Presbyterisn Church lists her form of government, distinctive
doetrines, end the church standards as unlque features; the Methodist
Church points to the origin of her name; most P ace of all given to this
aspect of the denomination is givem by the Episcopal Church, which tekes
up at some length an explanation of symbols, the Christian Year, Christien
Seasons, church furnishings and vestments, ritual, and form of govermment.
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The Reformed booklets chosen do not happen to include the distinguishing
features of that denomination. The unique feature about the Catholie ’
disocussion of the church is with regard to the authority and infallibility
aseribed to it. The definition of the church which is given to school
children to learn shows how the Catholic concept of the church is limited
to the Catholic Church: ‘

"The Church is the congregetion of all thoss who profess the

faith of Christ, parteke of the same Sacraments, and are
governed by their lawful pastors under one visible Heade"k

F. TWhy Should a Christian Join the Church?

Hoving made clear that which mskes a young person a Christian, and
having presented information concerning the church, the obvious question
arises as to vhat necessity there is for a Christian to become a church
membere Host of the manuals treat this subjeét rather fully, although it
is evident that while the Episcopalian materials point out the opportuni-
ties and aids which derive from church membershlp, this speecific problem
of why one should unite with the church is not treated as such, for much
emphasis is placed on the fact that membership already :.exists @ by virtue
of baptism in infancy.

The reasons given for a Christian's uniting with the church fall into
two olasses: (1) those the benefits of which conceivably could accrue to
chureh attendants as well, and (2) those which more definitely perbain to
church members alox;e. In the first group are included such reasoﬁs as
the help one gains for his own Christian living through the fellowship
and work of the church; the inspiration and discipline which come from

Seeseeevesere
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the groups and the possibility of accomplishing phases of Christ's work
which can be done better through an organizetion than by individuals
working alone. The idea is frequently stated: You need the church, and
the church needs you,

Those reasons which are more convineing becauss they camnot be ap=-
‘plied as readily to those who attend church and participate in its work
but who have not become members, may be stated in general as follows:

1. A Christian should join the church because of the value to
himgelf and to others of making a self-committel to Christ
publiely,

2+ A Christian should join the chu{ch because Christ demands
outright allegiance to Himself,

"They could not obey him without letting people kmow that
they bselieved in him and had teken him as their Guide and
Friend. He never gave any of his disciples leave to keep
their diseipleship quiet for a while, bubt expedted them
all to make it knowm at once."2

3¢ A Christian should join the church because the laws of his
own nature demand that he tie himself wp with some group
of people, and one will live the richest life who ties
himself up with people who have Christian purposes. It is
logical that one should identify himself with a group whieh
has the same purposes and ideals he has.3

4, A Christian should join the church because of the influence
of this sct on others and because it puts him in a better
position to bring others to Christ and add to the power of
the church.

S5e¢ A Christien should join the churech because by so doing he
duly honors Christ, who is the Head of the church.

G. Summary

This chapter fell naturally into a general pattern as the contents

1. Porter: Being a Church Member, p. 26

2, Miller, J. R.: Manual for Communicants! Classes, Revised Edition,
pe 31ls This writer goes on to quote Matthew 10:32,33 and Romens
10:9,10 as the Seriptural basis for his assertion.

. 3¢ Cfe Hayward: Your Life and the Church, p. 36
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of the communicants' materials were surveyed. The first portion was
concerned with whé:b the adoleseent should believe. Goncerning God, two
great ideas were prominent: God as Créator; end God as Father., The
nature of sin, its extent, source, results, and solution were set forth,
as was the role of conscience with regard to sin. Some atiention was
given to the inability of men to save himself, Christ was presented
preeminently as Seviour and Lord, with all that those two words imply
to the adolesecent. He was seen to be the supreme revelation of God.
Some reference was made to the historical events of His life on earth.
The Bible was discussed with reference to its authority by virtus of
its divine origin and the fact that through it God maekes Himself known.
Authority for the interpretation of the Bible was found to vary accord-
ing to the particular church discussed. Some materials discussed the
Bible before proceeding to beliefs derived from the teachings of the
Bible. The Holy Spirit, while not treated in some manuals, was seen to
be the One who dwells in the heart of the Christisn to originate the
Christian faith and life, to sanctify, to emlighten the understanding of
the Bible, and tocempowere

The mext section dealt with the desired culminating experience of
thé adoleseent, where the importance of personalizing truth was stressed.
The adolescentts response may be expressed variously, but it finds most
frequent statement in such terms as loving and trusting Christ as Leader,
Saviour, and Lord; enlisting for Christ; desiring to be like Christ; or
assuming responsibility for churchmanship,

It was seen that the beliefs and experience of the adolescent found
expression in his life. In his relationship with others, certain qualities
of character sl;ould emergé, with Christ end His teachings as guideposts,
and love as the underlying motive. His life will be marked by manifesta-



tioﬁé of spiritual growth and practice, such as regular and meaningful
times of prayer, systematic Bible study, the cultivation of Christien
friendships, and intelligent participation in the Saorements. He will
want o share in group worship and find the possibilities of worship in
every-day experiences. He will want to experience the benefits of
worship and learn how to gain the most from worship. His activity will
show a high conocept of Christian stewardship as he gives his talembts %o
consecrated service, develops latent talent, helps support the church
financially, seeks to bring others to .Christ, and helps promote fellow=-
ship in the church.

To be a worthy church member the adolescent should have e general
knowledge of the nature, history, orgenijzation, and ministry of the
church universal. More specific knowledge is required of him concern=-
ing his own denomination and loeal church. He should be acquainted with
the history, organization, ministry, end distinguishing features.

Reasons why a Christian should become a church member wers discussed
with reference to the benefits which are derived by the individual who
mekes & public profession of his faith and who effiliates with the work
and worship of the church, the benefits which come to others by the

example set, end with reference to the honor it gives to Christ.
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CHAPTER IV
CURRENT METHODS OF INSTRUCTION IN COMMUNICANTS' CLASSES

A. Introduction

"l'he methods of instruction employed in the communicents' class
have a large part in determining the degree of meaningfulness the
mabterials will hold for the pupile It is obvious that the methods of
instruction will depend largely on the teacher, his pers&nali‘by. end
his treining. It is recormended usually thet the pastor be the teacher,
or, if he is not availsble, someone who is well-grounded in the Christien
faithe His menner is to be informal, his approasch creative; he should be
observant of each pupil's personal grasp.l and it is recommended that he
keep notes on the resctions of various members of the class and record
eny changes of attitnde.a In one manual it is recommended thet the
‘teacher be a supervisor or resource person, s comrade or guide stending
in the background ready to helpe®

This chapter, however, necessarily will be li'mited to methods sug~
gested directly or indirectly by the communicants! materiels themselves.
It is interesting to notice thet some menuals give detailed instruction
as to method, while others are more inclined to leave the mastter in the

hands of the individual instructore.

B. Procedure in Conducting the Class

There is no uniformity eas to the amount of time considered adequate

0600000200800 i . -

-

le 6fs Miller, Je Re: Monual for Communicents! Classes, Revised Edition,
, P 8
2+ Cfs Lambert, Robert S. and Fender, Floral S.: Confirmation Made

Interesting, p. 9 , _
3e Cf. McMaster, Vernon C.: I Prepare for Confirmation, Leesder's Guide, p. 1

whGem



and feasible for the total communicants' course. Some believe that a
period longer then six weeks is not profitable, while another believes
 that less than ten weeks is not sufficient.l One manual is prepared for
a guarber's work in the church school curriculum; the Episcopa}?an work-
books are plenned to cover a yesr's time. It would appear that)there is
a growing consciousness of the need for more time to prepare adequately
the members of the communicents' classe There is large agreement thet
the length of each individuel session should not exceed one hour.

Since most of the manuals do not pretend to offer a complete communi-
cants'! course in themselves, only a few suggested orders of procedure are

eveilable. One suggested procedure is as follows:2

Brief devotional servioce

Topic presented informally by the teacher
Simple questions asked by the leader
Questions asked by members of the group
Topic for next session assigned

Closlng prayer

Another manual suggests the following procedures: S

Opening "Prayer for Our Course" by different members of the
class each week

Use of silent or unison prayer

Reports by persons or committees (bulk of the hour spent here)

Advance assigments
Closing preyer by lesder, or unison printed prayer

2866088833008 8H

1, Cf. Knight, Walter Devid: Preparing Young People for Church Member-
ship, Teacher's Book, ps 6 ‘

2+ Cf. Erdmen, Charles R.: Coming to the Communion, p. 11

3. Cf. Hayward, Percy R.: Your Life end the Church, p. 74
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It is to be understood that the foregoing are not inflexible fegulations

but possible orders of procedure given by way of helpful suggestion.

1, The Catechism
The catechism still seems to hold an esteblished plece in communie
cent instruction, not as sufficient in itself but as a helpful source
books Included in this study is one official catechism, published sepa-
rately and with Seriptural proofs for each answersl Another official
catechism is printed with word mesnings and special prayers and hymns
for the adolescént.z Several manuals have printed the catechism, or
parts of it, in connection with the other material p:-eserr.i:;e,d,:S while
one menusl writer offers a catechism of his own meking, supplemented
with brief explanatory comments and quota‘bi.ons.""‘ Suggestions as to how
the catechisms are to be used are lackinge. Not once is it recormended
that the whole catechism be learnmed by heart. It is sometimes suggested
that certain parts of it related to a perticular lesson be memorized.?
The following thoughts concerning the catechism are offered in

oonnectioﬁ with the teaching of children but are egually applicable o
the adolescent:

"eeoit is one thing to recite what the catechism says, it is

another thing to understand what the catechism says, and still

another thing to Jo what the cabechism sayss...'The spirit of

the cetechetical apostolate is not the catechism for its owm

sake, but the catechism lived and presented as e model of life'

essto get them to do what the catechism says, she (the teacher)
tries to get them To understand end love it."6
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2. Discussion and Conversstion

The manuels which are intended to be put in the hands of the class
members sre written in an informal, conversational style. Leaders are
encouraged to abtempt to keep class discussion informel. Conversation
and discussion mey be stimulated in a number of wayse. The teacher may
present some information and allow time for questions. The teacher mey
propose a problem for discussion. Committees may initiste the discussion
by their findings, or the questions asked in the manual may be used as a
"gstarter". Freedom for questions end discussion is urged. One manual
writer asks the pupils to record questions which they should like to
have discussed by the minister when he comes to vlsit the class five or

1 Another suggestion for use of discussion is

six times during the year.
in the form of one hour at the close of the study for evaluation of the
course and its value.® In the same manual problems are presented fre-
. quently under the caption "A Hard Nut to Crack" or "A Very Hard One",
and these discussions sometimes take the form of a debate.

The importence of sllowing time following the session for personal
questioning and individuel interviews is stressed in several i;na.nuals.s
This is not only helpful to the adolescent but gives the teecher en

opportunity to become better acquainted with the pupils.

3+ Lecture

While meny of these manuals could be adapted to the lecture method,
it is not once recommended. An approximetion to this method is possible
in books addressed to the Intermediate in conversational style, provided
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these books were used simply for private study. This is an unlikely
use, however, and besides, books which present the material in this
wey also include questions and problems and sometimes activity sugges-

tionse.

4o Pupil Activity
Considerable emphasis is placed on the importance of engaging the
pupil in some form of sctivity. As one writer states it: "The leader

should do as little of the work as possible. nl

ae Quizzes

A difference of opinion seems to exist as to the usefulness of
written quizzes in the sdolescent's preperation for church membership.
To one writer they are omitted on the grounds thet they might prove
embarrassing and burdensome.? Another manuasl inoludes a separate quiz
sheet for every lesson.® It is emphasized, however, that the quizzes
are not to be used too strictly, and that their main purpose is to dis-
cover the problems of the pupil. The quizzes are suggested alsoc as a
possible basis of questions to be asked by the examining committee after
the course is finisheds Some of the other writers recommend the use of

e written review at the end of the <:ov.zr:se.4

b. Workbooks and Notebooks

Some of the manuels are in workbook form and some are only partially

le Lambert and Fender: op. cite, ps 9

2+ Cfe Brink, Eben. Cobb: The Christian and Church Membership, p. 3

3« Cfe Knigh‘b: OPe Oi‘to.

4, Cf. McMaster: I Prepare for Confirmation, and Miller: Manual for
Communicants' Classes
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patterned after the workbook. Other menuals recommend that the members
of the class keep notebooks.

The workbooks of the Episcopalian Church deserve particular mention.l
They are designed to provide for a meximum smount of activity on the part
of the pupil and are intended to stimulate the pupil to reseasrch and
independent thought. The books include both pictures and charts. Multi-
ple choice questions, bpportunity for parsphrasing Bible pessages, and
suggestions for original work are given. One of the workbooks provides
extra suggestions for rapid.workers.z

Another outstanding exsmple of a workbook is that written by Walter
David Knighte® Its arrengement is somewhst different, half the vertical
length of the page being left for the pupils' notes.

One menual which allows some recordings in writing on the pert of
the pupil states the purpose of this as follows:

"The spaces left to be filled in will explain themselves. They
ere intended to give a sense of unity end fellowship to the.
group while sessions are being Eeld and of a continuing experi-
ence after the sessions closes” ;

The use of the Bible in filling in the blanks of the workbook is
recommended and provided for frequently. Memorization of certain Serip-
ture passeges, hymns, and catechism portions is recommended, but usually
with a ceution not to meke memory work an end in itself or a burden. The
Episcopalian Offices of Instruction require that the one who takes the
membership vows recite from memory The Lord's Prayer, The Ten Commandments,
end The Apostles! Creed.

1, McMaster: I Prepare for Confirmation; Lambert and Fender, Confirmation
Made Interesting A . .

2+ Cf, McoMasgter: Ibid.

3. Cf. "Preparing Young People for Church Membership"

4, Hayward: ope cite, pe 75
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¢s Projects
Projects are recommended sometimes for committees, somebimes for

the whole classe. For example, one manual suggests that ﬁhe whole sub-
Jject of doctrine be worked out by persons or committees, and presented

to the class.1 One writer, whose manual is planned for a year's course,
suggests that the class select some activity for the year, such as pre-
pafing e book of prayers for use before end afber the Communion service,
meking a series of tests or posters relating to confirmetion, developing
a pageant to show the meaning of confirmation, or writing personal prayers

2 This writer also suggests that the members of the

for a class book.
class choose some concluding activity.s A class project frequently sug-
gosted is that of visiting the church auditofium and becoming familiar
with the symbolism end furnishings there. Another suggestion made quite
often is that of attending a baptism or communion service and discussing
it in the following class session. All these activities are submitted as

a means to making the insbtruction more experience-centered.

de Assigmments
The matter of giving assignments is not always mentioned. Only once
is the opinion expressed that assiguments should not be given at all.4
When assignments are recommended it ié coupled with the thought thet the
pupil should be supplied with a copy of the text being used and references
to other sources of information. Assignments may be made to the class as
a whole or to committees. Ome writer points out the importance of enliste
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ing the parents' aend teachers' cooperation in motivating and helping
the pupils to sbudy the assighments, and he suggests also the possi-
bility of the Sunday School teachers'! supplementing the work of the

teacher of the communicants? class.l

C. Conclusion of the Course

Various means are offered for making the conclusion of the course
vital and helpful to the adolescent., Miller suggests an examination
or review, and that easch member of the class wribe a four-hundred word
.essay on some assigned topic or subject of his owm choosing. He also
states the value of the tescher's having a personal interview with each
‘member of the class!after the class instruction has been complet@d.z
One booklet iﬁcludes in its closing pages a form to be signed by the
pupil, which expresses a desire to show loyalty to Christ and commitmentd
of life to His way.3 The Membership Manual of the Methodist Church
inocludes "My Meditation", "My Pledge"”, and "My Consecration Prayer" as
meansg to personal&zing and filling full of meening the puplil's own de=-
cision. Another booklet suggests to the pupil at the end of the courss
“that he make out a life program incorporating the new ideals he has
gained.4 A similar idea is set forth in Lembert end Fender's "Confirme-
tion Made Interesting", whers at the close of the workbook there is
gpace for the pupil to write some of the things his life program will
now include as he gleans ideas from his wnrkﬁook.
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The most complete treatment of the meeting with the examining
commitbee is given by Knight.; The committee members are to be pre-
pared for this occasion by familiarizing them with the material covered
in the class sessions. The puplls are encouraged to think of the com~
mittes members as adult friends who are interested in their spiritual
welfere. The atmosphere of the examination period should be kept in-
formal. It is suggested that a tea to which the committee members and
the class members are invited maj serve as a means for the adults and
adolescents to become acquainted with one another and as a means for
setting an informal abtmosphere. When the examination . is conducted the
committee members should avoid sitting in a group on one side of the
room like a jury. Several methods of procedure in conducting the
examinalion are offered:

(1) The question and answer method, which shows only
factual kmowledge.

(2) The committes method, wherein a small commitbee meets
individuals or small groups. (The advantage here is
that the commitbee members best suited to conduct the
exemination may be used.)

(3) The class-discussion method. The committee members
attend the final session of the cldss and are privi-
leged to ask questions. The olass diseussion is
started by some such supposition as a man from another
planet meking his appearance in the room and inguiring
what i3 happening.

Following the examination by the committee, the pupils should be
sent in writing en enmmouncement of their formal acceptence and instruce
' tion as to when to appear to make their public profession of faith.

Mr. Xnight also suggests a Pre~Communion Service especially for

those who shall take the membership vows. The members of the oclass

1. Cf. Knight: ope. cit., Teacher's Book, pp. 7-8
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should be required to attend this service (a service of a devotional
nature), and encoursged to ask any questions they may have concerning

the communion service.

D. Uniting with the Church

To make the acbusl serviece of uniting with the church meaningful,
several suggestions are offered. A number of the manusls include a
certificate of membership and a copy of the order of service fur re-
ceiving members into the church. One writer asuggests thet a letter
of welcome from the pastor accompany the gift of the certifieate of
membership.l Means of reminding th;e adolescent of some of the signifi-
cant points in his experience are provided in the form of beptismal
cortificates and order of the baptismal service, and a copy of the
Apostles' Oreed. To promote a feeling of close fellowship with the
instructor, the other members of the cle.és s+ the minisker, and the
exemining cormmittee, one book provides space for picbures end auto-
graphs.z An aubographed and readablé giﬁ% book for each new member
is suggested as useful.d |

¥r, Enight has submitted the extreme importance of receiving each
new member as an individuale Those who are baptized just prieor to
their tsking membership vows are necessarily given more individual
recognition; but it is possible to receive the others in the group
individually also by the simple gesture of the minisbter's laying his
hand upon each one's heads Each one should be called by neme. The

LA E R E RN N ENZE NS ]

1. Cf. Knight: Preparing Young People for Church Membership, Teacher's
Book, ps 8

2+ Cf. Bowen, C. A.: This Is Your Church

3¢ Cfe Knight: op. cit., Teacher's Book, p. 9
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message of the pastor at this service may be designed especially to

wolcome the new members and to challenge them.

E., Summery

While it is recognized that method is conditioned to a gre;t extent
by the instructor, this chapter is a study of method as it emerges from
‘congideration of the sélected communicants'® materials. The teacher
should be the pastor or someone well-equipped to teach the class in an
informal end creative way, with a keen interest in each pupil.

The time allotted for the communicents! course ranged from six
weeks o a year, with an spparent growing demand that more time be
devoted to this important work. Uniformity of opinion was found in
the fact that the individuel class sessions should not exceed one
hours. Several orders of procedure during the class session were sub-
mitted as possible helpful suggestions.

Several methods of presenting the material were seen to exists The
eabechism is much in evidence as a tool for instruction. It seems,
however, to occupy a place as helpful source material rather than a
place at the center of the teaching. Informal cless discussion is a
method popularly used, and the importance of individual questioning
and interview was brought out. The lecture method is not recommended.
Pupil activity tekes the form of quizzes, the using of workbooks and
notebooks, class and cormittee projects, and individual preparation
for the class session.

The oconclusion of the course ideally presents a high point in the
course of instruebion, snd suggested means were ?roposed for making it

more meaningful. Greater emphasis was given to points to be observed
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in the meeting of the class members with the examining committee.

To make the actual step of uniting with the church more sighifi-
cant to the adolescent, it was suggested as helpful to provide the
pupils with copies of the order of service of baptism and confirmation
(or reception of members), to give certificates, letters of welcome,
gif't bookss The most important thing preposed, however, was that the

adolescent be made to feel that he is being received as an individual.
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CHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

A. Restatément of the Problem

| The lack of funchioning religion among the membership of the echurches
today, with its subsequent manifesta.tion in lethargy in the churches and
the loss of young people of adolescent age, has been attracting increas-
ing abtbtention. A helpful epproach to this problem is through a study of
means by which uniting with the church may become a more signifiocant ex-
perience to the adolescent. With this in mind, certain representative
communicants' cless materials, their content and method, have been
examined in relationship to the religious aspects of adolescent develop=-

ment from the psychological viewpoint.

Bs Summeary

In studying the nature of adolescent development psychologically.
it was discovered that some aspects held particular religious significance.
The period of transition through which the adolescent is passing is one in
ﬁhich he turns from a religion which is largely external to one which is
an inner experience, and the manifestations of this change are clearly
evident in early adolesecence. The adolescent, by wirtue of his childhood
background end training, may have a positive or negative set toward re-
ligion. His tendency to doubt and question was noted, with referemce to
its sources. Finally, the ability of the adolescent to feel deeply was
discussed, with the resulting inoreased self-awareness and hero-worsﬁip.

An investigation of the selected communicants! materials revealed

a general pattern of content. The discussion dealt first with what the
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adolescent should believe concerning God, man and sin, Jesus Christ and
salvation, the Bible, and the Holy Spirit. The importance of personaliz-
ing truth was discussed as the subject of the adolescent's desired ex-
perience was treated. Thé expression of belief and eicperienoe in life
was found to be revealed in the traits of character which emerge in the
adolescent's relationship with others, in his devotional life, his
friendships, observation of the Sacraments, his participation in group
worship; end in Christian service. A kunowledge of the structure and
function of the church universal and of a particular denomina.tion were
jneluded in the cormuniecants® insﬁruction. In linking the belief and
experience of the Christisn with the nature and purpose of the church,
reasons were considered why a Christian should become a church mém'ber.
As the methods used in communicant instruebion -were observed, it
wes discovered that thé teacher of the class and the period of time
allotted for instruction were frequently factors in debtermining method.
In presenting the meberial, the catechism was seen to be useful as a
gource book rather than as a method of teaching. Informal class dise-
cussion with opportunity for personal interview was a method generally
employed. Frovision for pupil activity was seen to be made through the
ugse of workbooks, notebooks, quizzes, class and committee projectms, -and
individual preparation of assigmments. Suggestions were offered as to
weys in which the conclusion of the course and the actual step of unit-
ing with the church may be made more meaningful to the adolescent, with
particular reference to the way in which the examination. by the committee
is conduoted and with reference to recéiving each one into the church as

an individuale.
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C. Consclusion

In the iight of the foregoing study, certain conclusions emerge
from a consideration of the relationship of the commumicants?! class
naterials, their content and method,to the adolescent nature as seen
ffom the psychological viewpoint and to the current problem of lack of
functioning religion in the membership of the church. These conclusions
are as follows: ‘

l. By the very nasbure of his development, the adolescent is pe-

culiarly prepared to respond to the challenge to establish a personal

relationsghip with Christ and to make a committal of life to Hime In

his effort to gain the status of an adult he is experiencing a time of
confusion in thought end feeling and is groping about for something
solid and stemdfast. Intellectually he is going through a time of
doubt and questioning; emotionally he is experiencing the exbremes of
feeling. He is mentally alert and capable of wholehearted response.
He is seeking for the answer to the meaning of lifes He has become
more sensitive to the finer things of lifee. He is by nature 2 hero
worshipper and seeks to attach himself to someone whom he admires

greatly. '
2o More time is needed for communicant insbtruection, Is it con-

ceivable fhat in six or tem hours sn adolescent can gain e good founde~
tion of dootrine presented in such a way that he shall respond with the
giving of his life to Christ, plus a thorough outline of the issues of
the Christien life, plus a fair lmowiedge of the church universal and
his own denominetion, plus an understanding of why & Christisn should
become a church member? Obviously, something will have to be skirmed

over with slight ettention, end the instructor, attempting to juggle



one ball too many, will doubtless drop them all. There are several
possible solubions to this difficulty. In the i‘irét place, 1t would
be possible to extend fhe periocd of communicemt instruction over e con-
siderably longer time, for exsmple, one year, as the Episcopalians do,
One New York City church has instituted a four-year period for this
pu.rpose.l Another possibility for the si:lu‘bion of this problem is to
be found in the following psragraph.

3« A more unified church school curriculum would simplify the

problem of adequate communicent instructions. Thus the other departments

of the church school could supplement the instruction offered in the com-
municants® olass proper, according to an integrated plen, Preceding or
following coﬁfirma‘bion, as seems best, the Sunday School might offer %o .
this particular group instruction in church history, goverrment and
ministry, the meaning of prayer, how to study the Bible » and the subject
of Christian living, thus permitting the instructor of the cormunicants*®
. class in the time allotted to him to emphasize the metter of belief snd
establishing a personal relationship with Christ. Or, the church séhool
curriculum might be planned so.as to include the comrmunicants' instrue-
tion through its regular departments, culminsting in such a way as to

| lead the adolescent into a personal relationship with Christ.

4, More concentrated effort is needed to lead the adolescent into

a vital and personal relationship to Christ and a meaningful commitment

to Him. It should be one of the objectives of communiocant instruction
Yo lead the adolescent from a possession of mereﬁfactual knowledge to a
pos_session of personalized truthe It is a question in the mind of the
writer as to whether the adolescent will readily gain & meaningful ex-
perience in establishing a personel reletion to Christ when that part

[ ER N ERNENENENHE)
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of his instruction appears as just enother assigmment to prepere, or
just another paragreph or chepter in his textbooks Because of his own
self-awareness, partially brought about by his active emotion, the
adolescent is prepared in a ;'eznax?kable way i‘pr reasching out to Christ,
the One th at once attracts his implicit trust and loyalty and meets
- the inadequacies which he feels so deeply. The atoning work of Christ
takes on clear meaning in the light of this edolescent cheracteristic.
There are several suggestions which come to mind as means to leading
the adolescent into a vital spiritual experiemce. The first is through
the study of one of the Gospels. .If vitally presented, the Gospel by'
Jdohn, for example, written "that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God, end that believing ye may have life in his na:u_na",1 could
well be *bhe; mediuwm through which the adolescent gains a real personsal
experience of Gods This Gospel is particularly adepteble for communi-
cants' instruction also because of its warm, personal approach, its
emphasis on personslity, and the psychologicel cheracter of its presenta-
tion as opposed 1o merely factual presentation. In conducting the Bible
stﬁdy, one should keep in mind some of the methods recommended by the
communicents' materials, such as allowing for a meximus emount of aetivity
and thinking on the part of the pupil, and oreating an atmosphere of in-
formal discussion. One means o’f personelizing the instruction and making
the decision of the adolescent more definite in his own mind is to ask
each member of the class to write a statement of personal testimony, to
be read by the pastor at the service of reception into the church, stat-
ing why he wishes to unite with the church. To provide e fitting climax
escccsccecncs

1. John 20:31



to the instruction, there is the possibility of closing the period with
a challenging addreés delivered by a capable spesker, one who has a
communicable Christian experience, end one who will bring the responsi-
bility of a decision before the adolescent. A day's retreat at some
desirable place mi.ght prove a means of stressing the importance of this
phase of the commumicant's prepareation. As the adolescent makes his
profession of faith publicly, the more he is made to feel that he is
being received as an individusl, the more meeningful will be his experi-
ence at that occasion. The pastor's laying his hend on the head of each
one and calling each by neme is recommended, es ig also that the message
of the serviece be in the form of a challenge to this group and that each
one be presented with a letter of welcome from the pastor, and s copy of
the vows they are taking.

8. Careful attention should be directed toward always maintaining

in the adolescent's thinking the inseparsble relationsghip which maintains

between the expression of the Christian life and its Sourcee One of the

objeoctives of the communicants' class is to link inmer controls with the
real divine Source of control. This should come as the adolescent becomes
sequainted with God (Creator and Father), with Christ (Saviour end Lord),
and with the Holy Spirit (the Senctifier of 1life), and as he desires to
establish a personal relationship with Christ. The attitude of mind in
the adolescent which demands that things be praeﬁical provides fertile
ground for the presentation of the subject of Christian living. The

task of the instructor is to present Christian living in the clear light
of Christian stewardship. Deeds of kindness need to have placed behind
them love for Christ as well as love for men, and can be related definite-
ly to the devotionsl practices of the adolescent. His service in the

.church must be tied to the personal relationship and loyalty he bears
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to Christ, end consequently to his church,

6+ More effort should be made by the instructor to know the members

of his class as individuals. This is particularly true in the light of

two cheracteristics of the adolescent: (1) his mental "set" toward re-
ligion as conditioned by his childhood background and tra.iﬁing; and (2)
his proneness to doubt and question. In the light of these two charsc-
teristies in the edolescent, there appears the importance of allowing
time for counseling of individuals. Some of the adolescents coming for
communicants' instruction may have been conditioned by religious atti-
tudes which are now causing them real problems in addition to those
which normally arise at this age of doubt and skepticism. It ié‘im‘#-
portent that the leader become well-acquainted with the home background
of each member of the classe. A talk in privete with the leader of the
group may do much to guide the thinking of the young persén on to the
reesonable ground of faiths, Insofar as possible, conferemces with the
individuel members of the class at intervals during the instruetion perioed
are most desirable.

7. A more definite effort should be made to meet the problems which

arise in the minds of adolescents who are comcurrently receiving religious

instruction and instruction in the sciences. Because many of the religious

doubts of the adolescent have their origin in his study of science, a more
intelligent attempt should be made to eamswer any conflicts which may be in
the adolescent's mind, especially those which center around the creation,
the miraculous, and the inspirstion of the Bible. In condueting the class
session the leader should be careful not to make wholeséle assmnp'biéns s
‘bu*b should present the truths of Christianity on a rational basis and with
a positive emphasis. It should be kept in mind constantly that the adoles~

cent is really yeerning for something solid on which to stend and that it
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is all-important to meke Christ stand out cleerly before him as the
incarnete Answer to his search for God.

8« A confidence in the Bible as one means by which God has revesled

Himgelf to men should be aroused in the adolescent. As has been stated

in the preceding persagraph, the inspiration of the Bible isg likely to
present a difficulty to the adolescent. It is not probeble that the
adolescent who looks upon the Bible as & collection of' myths will accept
as true what the Bible teaches. It was observed thet some of the writers
of communicants! materials placed first their discussion of the Bible
and then took up the beliefs of the Christian based on the Bible, and
this seems to be a logical arrangement of materiale A first-hand study
of Biblicel material, as, for exemple, the Gospel by John suggested
above,l would help greatly in the solu'bion of the problem of inspiration.

9. The instruction should be presented in such a way as will call

forth the ectivity and thought of the pupile This wlll erouse greater

intere;st on the part of the pupil in the course, and, in the end, will
" help the adolescent to know more definitely that the decision he makes
is his very own. This is closely connected with the point made in the
following paragraph.

10. Opportunities to engage in devotional and service experiences

should be afforded during the period of instructione It would seem that

somewhere in the communicents! instruction should be included a resl at-
tempt to establish meaningful devotional hebits. Guides for personal
devotions, with an exflanation of how their use may be most helpful,
might prove an encouragement in establishing the "Quiet Hour” custom.
The members of the clags might ember into agreement eamong themselves to
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keep tryst with one enother and with God at a specified time each day
during their inséruction. Opportunity for leading in prayer may be
given to the members of the class in the regular instruction hour.

Times for spontaneous worship mey be wabched for by the leadér. As

has been mentioned above,l other aspects of the program in the church
school might give special abbention to some of these subjects during

the time allotted to them. A real field for helpful suggesbtion is in
the matter of how to study the Bible. The Bible willl take on new

life and become a definite means of help to the adolescent who studies
it meaningfully and purposefully. In the matter of engaging the adoles-
cent in active church work, this study has been able to go little farther
than to deal with motivation for Christian serviece. It may seem advisable
to have some form of active service in the church as one of the projects
cerried out by the class, in order to give the members an opporbtunity to
begin to express the impressions they have receiveds The members of the
class should be encoursged to share with others the things they learn
and feel through their class work, with the view of making it a more
natural thing for them to continue to share their Christian experience
and bring others to Christ.

11l. A feeling of one-ness should be esteblished among the members

of the communicants! class, and between the class members and the member-

ship of the church local and universal. If g study of the church is not

possible in the period of communicant instruction, most denominations
have brief and well-written church histories in pamphlet form which could
be placed in the hands of the class members. The church's life presented
in terms of great personalities of faith is an appealing approach.

e 90O OGROESSS
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Christian biography should be made available to the class members through-
oub the period of instruecbions. A planved visit to one of the board
meetings of the local church officers would help the adolescent to
understand better the functionings of his own church orgenization.
Participation in the Sacraments and in public worship will depend
partially at least on how meaningful bthese experiences are to the adoles-
cent. The suggestions to malte & tour of the church auditorium, noting
the symbolism there, attending a service of baptism or communion and
then discussing i% in the class, and having a pre-communion éervice
for the class seem especially eppropriste. A feeling of belonging, of
fellowship with the church members, will encourage the adolescent to
partieipate in the church services. It is recommended thet prior to
public confession, the examination givem by the committee be performed
by a well-informed committee and with provision for meking the atmos-
phere informal and friendly. The examination therefore will not be an
ordeal but a time of fellowship and sharing bebtween the normally self-
congeious adolescents and their elders.

The communicants' class instructor, the pastor, the director of
Christian Education or other lsader of youth should find among the
sbove conclusions suggestions which will result in a more meaningful

experience for the adolescent when he unites with the ohurch.
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