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enough schools to take care of one quarter of the children 

of �s�c�h�o�o�~� age and the need has become more urgent with the 

additional numbers of the migration. The Government is 

making every effort to enlarge its program of education to 

take care of these children, but because of the decrease 

of funds, the number of mission schools has been greatly 

reduced. There are so few well-trained Christian teachers 

that it is difficult to keep the Christian standards at a 

high level. Government authorities realize that the spirit­

ual upbuilding of the lives of these children is the most 

important factor in their training. They desire the co­

operation of the Church in giving these children Christian 

character education. The Church cannot meet these demands 

because of lack of funds and leadership. These children 

will be the future leaders of that great nation, and the 

great opportunity of bringing Christianity to them is the 

challenge before the Church in China and in the West.1 

D. Leadership Required 

1. The Need pf Missionaries 

Because of the backward state of the Church in 

West China there is much foundational and formation work to 

be done in its development. Because the national leadership 

in the West is inadequate, a large percentage of missionaries 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Price and Wu: op. cit., pp. 137:-143. 
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are needed. Because of the great responsiveness and recep­

tivity among the people o~ the West the opening of many new 

responsibilities and opportunities calls for a greater number 

of trained leaders. There are new projects to be undertaken, 

new contacts to be made, ru~d many calls for help to be 

answered. As the Church awakens to the needs and response 

of the people, its program must necessarily be enlarged to 

include activities that will touch every phase of the people's 

lives. Heretofore the number of missionaries has been scarce, 

and with the millions who have migrated to these provinces, 

this lack is even more keenly felt. There is a great need 

for missionaries who have specialized in children's work, 

in meeting youth's problems, in reaching adult membership, 

and in the training of national leadership for the establish­

ment of the Church. There is great need for missionaries to 

reach the many Moslems of China's Northwest. The social and 

industrial unrest and the materialistic outlook of the people 

present a real challenge to Christian missions. Truly the 

harvest is plenteous but the laborers are few. It is esti­

mated that 70% of the people of West China have not as yet 

heard the Gospel. The need is to evangelize the individual 

as well as to Christianize modern civilization; the call is 

to bring individuals to Christ and produce a Christian 

society.l It is a great challenge to Christian missionaries 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Price ru1d Wu: op. cit., pp. 171-176 



-55-

to answer this call in organizing and assisting in every 

way possible in-the development and expansion of the Church 

in West China. 

2. The Need Of Trained Nationals 

One of the greatest needs in meeting the challenge 

of the characteristics of New China - a new nationalism 

which will promote world peace, a new economic order which 

will be midway between Communism and Capitalism, and a new 

racial relationship of cooperation - is the creation of an 

indigenous Church. This indigenization not only requires 

the use of more Chinese art, music, and literature in the 

Christian Church, but also the development of a strong _ 

Chinese ministry. In the years to come a strong and well­

trained native mini~try is absolutely essential to China. 1 

In the Church in West China the native leadership has not 

assumed sufficient responsibility and has not been suf­

ficiently trained for its task. The challenge then to the 

Chur_ch is to enlarge its program of leadership training; 

through such an enlarged program missionaries will have a 

great part in meeting the need of training the future leaders 

of the Church in West China. 

• • • • • • 

1. cr. Ibid., pp. 180-187. 
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E. Summary 

In studying the e£fect of the migration on the 

program of the Church, it was.found that the door of op­

portunity for Christianizing these people is wide open. 

Through the destruction and persecution of the war the 

people are seeking the comfort found in the ministry of 

the Church. It was found that the backward provinces of 

the West are being awakened to Christianity by those who 

have migrated. Christian missions have done much to win 

completely the hearts of these people. The missionaries 

have stood with these people through every circumstance and 

have demonstrated the love of God in their deep concern for 

human welfare. There was also found a new eagerness and 

desire to hear and accept the message of,Christ. The demand 

for Bibles is so great it cannot be supplied. The people 

of the West want to kl1ow more about Christianity and its 

message for every day life. 

It was also foUlld that there is unparalleled need 

for the service of the. Church. There was felt the need for 

relief work and the Church has done much to alleviate the 

suffering of these destitute Chinese. The missionaries 

have opened their compQrtnds, have given food to those without 

means, have assisted in making these refugees self-supporting. 

Their devoted spirt has awakened these people to a God of 

love in the midst of horrors and cruelty. They are receptive 
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to Christianity. The 11warphans," it was discovered, have 

suffered the most in the present war. Without families, 

homes, or anyone to care for them, they would have perished. 

Madame Chiang was seen to be making an invaluable contribu­

tion in protecting these children in the war orphanages that 

she has established. These children need the teaching that 

the Church has to offer to replace the horrors of war with 

a faith in God that will result in vital Christian living. 

It was further seen that there is great need for medical aid. 

The missionaries have stayed with the refugees through the 

heartbreaking events of the war, and have not only ministered 

to their physical needs, but have also brought them face to 

face with spiritual realities. The people are ready to re­

spond to Christianity and are asking to hear the Gospel 

message. It was also discovered that the basis for the re­

construction plan for China's national life is the new west­

ward outlook. The moving and establishing of industries in 

the West and the improving of' agricultural methods create 

an opportunity for the Church to identify itself with the 

everyday life of the people. The materialistic outlook on 

life on the one hand and the spiritual hunger on the other 

hand challenge the Church to step in and to share in the 

establishment of the economic life of the people of the 

West by creating contacts for planting Christianity in their 

midst. 

There is great opportunity, it was found, for 
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expanding the Church. The native people of West China, 

together with those who have migrated from the East, are 

awakened to the Christian Gospel as never before. The 

self-sacrificing spirit of the missionaries and the deep 

faith of many of the refugees are contributing factors in 

the new interest and responsiveness to Christianity. A 

new attitude toward Christianity is seen among the students. 

Their westward migration has meant the quickening of their 

realization of their part in reconstructing West China and 

in providing a new educational opportm1ity for those of the 

West. With the students asking for Christianity, the.doors 

are open for student evangelism. It was also found that the 

mission schools for children have been reduced because of 

lack of funds and of trained leadership. These children are 

the future leaders of China and the need for bringing these 

children to Christ and for the developing of Christian 

character is great. 

It was further seen that because of the bacmvard 

and antiquated state of conditions in the West, the Church 

had made but small advancement and the converts had been 

few in number. In the near future the character of the 

-work will be creative, formative, and foundational, and 

for this work a large percentage of trained missionaries will 

be needed. The native leadership is insufficient and thus 

the present need for missionaries is even greater at the 

present time. The numerous opportunities for the service 
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of the Church demand more leaders and an extension of the 

Church's program. In order to create an indigenous Church 

the missionaries are needed to train nationals to assume 

responsibility and leadership in the development of the 

Church. There is great need for the development of a 

strong Chinese ministry in the development of a new China. 

In this crucial hour these effects of the war and migration 

are creating new opportunities for the Christian Church to 

plant Christianity in the midst of this great nation. In 

turn these new opportunities create enlarged demands upon 

the program of the Church. 
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CHAPTER IV 

ADAPTATION OF THE PROGRAM OF THE CHURCH IN CHINA 

A. Introduction 

The unprecedented opportunity for the Church to 

minister to the millions now in West China, as seen in the 

foregoing chapter, has created great demands on its program. 

The rapid ~evelopment of the West, brought about through 

the migration of many of the industrial, governmental, and 

educational classes, has resulted in the new awakening of 

the people of these Western provinces. The national leaders 

are thinking not only of rebuilding West China, but also 

of reconstructing the entire national life. No longer can 

China be criticized for lack of unity. Because of the war 

and the migration the various sections of China have been 

drawn closer together. This national unity has been most 

costly but has become the means of consolidating the national 

effort in the reconstruction program which is under way in 

West China. At this strategic time it was of great value 

that the Christian Church could also present a united front 

in order to meet adequately the unparalleled opportunity 

in view of the fact that the Church of Christ in China had 

been organized a number of years before. Due to the united 

effort of the Church it was possible to undertake a pro&ram 

of expansion in order to meet the gr~at demands created by 
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the war and migration to West China. 

At the beginning of the Japanese aggression the 

united and active Christian Church was increasingly concerned 

with the various phases of the rapidly developing national 

life of West China and was attempting to minister to the 

various needs of the people.1 In order to discover the ad­

aptation that the Church has made in its program, this chap­

ter will deal with the enlarged program of social service 

including relief work, medical work, industrial work, a~ri­

cultural aid, the enlarged program of Christian education 

among the church membership, among youth, and among children, 

and the enlarged program of leadership training. 

B. An Enlarged Program of Social Service 

1. The Program of R~lief Work 

Through the avenue of' social service the Church 

has been able to enlarge her program to relieve suffering 

and to minister to those undergoing great hardships. This 

service has taken many forms and has adapted itself to the 

particular needs of the various communities. It was nec­

essary first of all to maintain refugee camps and receiving 

stations where shelter and free meals were given to thousands 

of children and adults. Not only was it necessary to provide 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Ballou: op. cit., p. 110. 
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food and clothing but a program of rehabilitation for thou­

sands of refugees had to be developed. Ways and means were 

found to assist as many refugees as possible to become self­

supporting and thus to strengthen the morale of the people 

by making it unnecessary for them to be the recipients of 

direct relief over a long period of time.1 

The enlargement of the program of social service 

has also included work among the ttwarphans," the large number 

of children left without parents and the equally large number 

who had to be cared for in refugee centers because their 

parents had no means of supporting them. Thousands of chil­

dren have been given shelter, food, and clothing. In some 

cases provision has been made for supervised play, and where 

adequate facilities have been available, schools have been 

set up. 2 

2. The Program of Medical Work 

After the provision for food ru1d clothing and 

shelter had been made, the next consideration was medical 

service. Due to the fact that a large proportion of the 

population had become homeless and destitute, with conse­

quent inroads on health, provision had to be made for medi­

cal aid. This the Church proceeded to do by setting up 

clinics, first aid stations, emergency hospitals, and train-

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Price and Wu: op. cit., pp. 147-156. 
2. Cf. May-ling Soong Chiang: op. cit., pp. 269-275. 
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ing centers in health education. .Much of this work was ¢!.one 

by means of mobile units where free treatment Vfas afforded 

to thous~nds of destitute civilians. These units aided in 

preventing epidemic~_ by promoting inoculations against 

cholera and vaccinations against smallpox and malaria. While v 

the army medical _service has been active in caring for 

Chinese soldiers, the demands have been overwhelming and the 

need for further help has been great. To this end, in the 

first year of the war, the National Christian Service Council 

For Wounded Soldiers in Transit was organized. 1 

3. The Program of Industrial Work and Agricultural Aid 

One of the chief contributions the Church has been 

able to make has been in the assistance it has given in the 

development of the economic life of the people. Because 

many of the Christian leaders of the Church have entered 

the field of economics and have wielded great personal in­

fluence in this sphere, the Church has made a great contribu­

.tion to the industri.al development of West China. Much of 

the history. of .industrial cooper13-tives is bui,l~ around out­

standin!? Christian personalities who, because of their de­

votion to the cause of Christ have given their time and 

talents to the building up of this phase of' China's national 

life. Some of these leaders have established industrial 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Constance M. Hallock: op. cit., pp. 7-12; Price 
and Wu: op. cit., p. 149. 
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cooperatives, others have founded training schoo~s for 

future leaders in China's industry; thus the Church has in­

directly motivated the policies underlying China's in­

dustrial development. Likewise through, __ the contribution of 

Christian leaders the Church has assisted in giving agricul­

tural aid. 1 The missionary has often been the most highly 

trained agriculturalist in a community and because ·or his 

ability in this particular ~ield, he has been able to 

assist in a practical way not only in improving present 

situations, but in suggesting ways and means for future 

growth and improvement tm·ough greater utilization of the 

available land, effective planning of crop rotation and 

soil improvement.2 

c. An Enlarged Program of Christian Education 

1. Christian Education Among the Church Membership 

One of the immediate outcomes of the war and mi-

gration has been the unparalleled growth of local congrega­

tions. Churches have been crowded beyond capacity with 

people standing at the doors and others listening outside 

·in the streets. 3 The educational facilities have been in-

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Price and Wu: op. cit., pp. 80-85; T. H. Sun: 
op. cit., pp. 500,501. 

2. Cf. Lautenschlager: Far West in China, pp. 26-36. 
3. Cf. Constance M. H~llock: op. cit., p. 28. 
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adequate to care for the increasing numbers of the church 

congregations. The leadership in these Churches has been 

far too small to meet the growing demands. In order to 

meet this unprecedented opportunity the Church has set up 

printing presses for the publication of Christian literatur~ 

books, tracts, posters, and Sunday School materials. It 

has also promoted various types of evangelistic work among 

the masses and has established h.ome Sunday Schools and train­

ing classes for church members. Evening meetings, both for 

adults and children, have been held in rural communities. 

There are still vast areas without a single Christian which 

are now being opened up by these many new influences and 

which still wait for the coming of a missionary. 1 

2. Christian Education Among the Students 

Because of the thousands of students who have 

traveled to West China and because of their new attitude of 

earnest inquiry, the Church has had to expand its program 

to include student activities. Special mass meetings have 

been held for the purpose of interpreting Christianity. In 

many schools lectures and discussion groups have been spon­

sored which-have resulted in a new welcome for Christianity. 

A "Know Christianity Movementn has been begun and many 

students have been enlisted in various fields of service 

•· ~ . . . . 
1. Cf. Price and Wu: op. cit., pp. 111-122. 
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through the efforts of the Church. At the request of the 

students Bible classes have been introduced even in govern­

ment universities and Chinese students are now ready to 

hear about Christ and to follow Him as never before. Student 
~< 

Centers have been organized which provide books and maga-

zines and ~fford Christian fellowship with other likeminded 

students. Each summer opportunity is given for students to 

assist with constructive service projects and many students 

have volunteered to assist in educational work, public 

health, and agricultural development. Often this assistance 

has 'b.een given at great personal sacrifice.l .An immeasurable 
j .. , , -

service the Church has been rendering the students is through 

the channel of the Student-Summer Conference. In these con-

ferences the Christian philosophy of life is fostered and 

opportunity is given for leadership training. Much work has 

been done in student evangelism in the Ashrams. Students 

have ovenlowed these popular assemblies in their eagerness 

to know more about Christian truth.2 

3. Christian Education Among the Children 

One of the great avenues of service of the Church 

is that of the mission schools. Because of the high 

standards these schools maintain and because of the caliber 

of the teaching staff, they have become pioneers in further-

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Roy: op. cit., pp. 37-40 
2. Cf. Price and Wu: op. cit., pp~ 125-133; 

Lautenschlager: op.cit., pp. 37-48. 
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ing the education of China's children. It is largely 

through the support of the Church that these schools are 

maintained. It is the Church that has taken the initiative 

in providing the necessary leadership for these centers of 

education. Even in the government schools, particularly 

since the beginning of the war, the authorities have asked 

the Church to develop Christian character education for the 

children. In spite of inadequate funds and leadership, the 

Sunday School remains the greatest agency for the religious 

education of the children. These Sunday Schools have been 

organized in churches, school~ homes, or even in vacant 

lots in West China as in other parts of the country. In 

this way they are able to reach many thousan.ds and at present 

there are more pupils than can be accommodated. In addition, 

the West China Branch of the National Committee for Christian 

Religious Education is providing Interdenominational train­

ing institutes and is stimulating the distribution of more 

religious education material among the children.l 

D. .An Enlargai Program of Leader ship Training 

1. The Training of Missionaries 

Because of the new awakening in every phase of 

China's national life, there has been created a demand for 

more competent leadership than ever befol"e. The Church has 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Price and\~: op. cit., pp. 137-143. 



-69-

recognized this enlarged demand and has made provision for 

the more- _specialized training for those who go as repre­

sentatives of the Christian cause in foreign fields. Not 

only have the requirements been changed, but the curriculum 

itself has undergo~e great changes. In this training a 

thorough Bible course holds a central place, supplemented 

by special- courses in various phases of mission work. Thus, 

future missionary leadership no longer receives merely 

general education and training. Instead, each missionary 

becomes a professionally trained worker in ~ particular 

field of missionary endeavor.1 For example, a school. that 

gives an agricultural course for missionaries has already 

been established in Cornell University. The main idea of 

this is to fit the missionary to function more definitely 

in the rural regions and to place in his hands an instru­

ment by which he can get into the life of the farmers. Thus 

he opens the way for evangelistic work and aids in increas­

ing farm production and bettering the quality of the grain 

and produce. Naturally this is being done on the mission 

field itself and is br~nging about a greater ability of the 

missionaries to teach national workers and thus create a 

national leadership.2 

• • • • • • 

-
1. Cf. Ballou:. op. cit., pp. 1~6-200. 
2. Cf •. _ Hallock: ·op. eit., pp. 51-55. 
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2. The Training of Nationals 

Perhaps the greatest contribution the missionary 

makes in the field of his work is the training of indigenous 

leadership. .This is one of the most hopeful aspects in the 

work of the Church in West China today. Everywhere there 

is being developed in the younger churches a leadership 

not only ·well trained to assume responsibility in the care 

of church member.ship, but, because of their understanding 

of their ovm people - their ways, their customs, and modes 

of thinking - often able to interpret the message of Chris­

tianity in a far more effective way than a foreign leader 

can possibly do.1 Most of the success in the future will 

be determined largely by the kind of leadership tra_ining 

that is given the national workers in the Church program 

today, and those who are furthering this phase of the work 

of the Church are making an eternal contribution to the 

work of the Kingdom.2 

E. Summary 

As a result of the migration, it was discovered, 

a new awakening of the people of West China has taken place. 

A new spirit of national unity has developed ru1d has helped 

to further the reconstruction program which is now underway. 

• • • • • • • 

1. Cf. Hallock: op. cit., pp. 56-59. 
2. Cf. Price and Wu: op. cit., pp. 185-187. 
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It was further seen that the united effort of the Church 

made it possible for the expansion of her program in order 

to meet the urgent needs of the people. 

Because of the destitute condition of many refugee~ 

it was found, the Church could reach the hearts of these 

people by an enlarged program of social service._ Refugee 

camps were established, provision of food and clothing was 

made, and a program of rehabilitation was begun. It was 

found, too, that the relief work included the establishment 

of war orphanages, providing shelter, food and clothing, 

and a Christian atmosphere of love for many thousands of 

nwarphansn. The enlarged program of social service was 

further found to include extensive medical work to care for 

the wounded soldiers, for refugees who were either wounded 

or had contracted diseases from insufficient nourishment 

and clothing, and for thousands of civilians. It was also 

seen that cooperation with the program of industrial and 

agricultural development has created m~y contacts for 

evangelism and that Christian leaders have been prominent 

in this development of the economic life of the people. 

It was discovered that the enlarged program of 

expansion included all types of Christian educational work 

for the church membership. Student evangelism, lectures, 

Bible classes, special mass meetings have been a part of 

this program of expansion. The educational and Christian 

educational program for children has been extended to meet 
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the pressing demands on the Church's program. 

It was further seen that the program of training 

leadership is being enlarged to include a thorough Bible 

training and specialized vocational training for missionaries 

and,an increased development of a national leadership in 

order to build up a more adequate church in China. There 

are many demands that are still unme,t, but the Church is 

rapidly expanding her program to meet these demands. 



GENERAL S~aARY AND CONCLUSIONS 



GENERAL S~~y AND CONCLUSIONS 

It has been the purpose of this thesis to show 

how the program of the Church in China has been affected 

by the migration and the subsequent development of West 

China. It was necessary, first, to see the background of 

the land of West China, its history and culture, the land 

itself, and the people, as they were before this great 

migration took place. In this study the backward condition 

of these people was discovered, as well as their reticence 

to take on new things from the Western world. Their in­

difference or antagonism to foreigners made the spread of 

Christianity very difficult. 

A study of- the migration has Rrought out several 

significant factors in the development of China's new. West. 

The Nationalist Government moved its headquarters to Chung­

king in the province of Szechwan. \Vhile this part of the 

country had been remote and inaccessible and sparsely 

populated, now there are millions of Chinese people who 

have transplanted their industries and their institutions. 

This migration of many of the industrial, governmental and 

educational classes has created a great awakening among the 

natives of the Western provinces. The industrialization 

of the West has been a means of providing thousands of 

refugees -the opportunity to become self-supporting. In­

cluded in the migration have been a large number of schools 

-74-
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and colleges which, bombed out of their former locations 

in East China, have moved to the West. 

The study of the effect of the migration on the 

Church's program revealed great demands for expansion. The 

develop:ment of the Western provinces presen.t.s a great re­

sponsibility and opportunity for the missionary. The fine 

loyalty and sacrificial service of the missionaries during 

the war have won the hearts of the people. Not only are the 

missionaries welcomed and given unreserved cooperation, but 

they are greatly needed there. The Church has found a great 

field of service in relief work for the countless numbers of 

refugees and nwarphansn who were destitute. Another door 

of opportuntiy for the work of the Church has opened through 

the medical service of the missionaries. ]4ikewise, in the 

development of the economic life of the people of West China, 

the.Church is faced with great possibilities for Christian 

Evangelism. It was found that there is great opportunity 

for enlarging the church membership as the people are so 

receptive-to and eager for the message of Christianity. There 

has emerged a new attitude among the students toward Chris­

tianity. They are asking for the message of Christ and have 

realized the-ir new·responsibility in the development of West 

China. The need for reaching the children in an enlarged 

Christian education program is very great. It was further 

seen that there ,is need for specially trained missionaries 

as West China will in the future be one of the most important 
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centers of missionary service. The development of a strong 

national leadership will be an important extension made in 

the Church's program. 

To meet these demands, it was discovered, the 

Church ha-s already made many adaptations in her program and 

is enlarging her work as much as possible. The unity that 

has developed in China's national life challenges the 

Church to unity in her evangelistic program. The program 

of social service has been enlarged to reach refugees in 

providing for their immediate needs and in helping them to 

become established, and to care for the "warphans" in pre­

serving their lives in war orphanages. The medical service 

to wounded soldiers, refugees and civilians has brought 

about a great responsiveness to the message of Christianity. 

Christian assistance in the establishment of the economic 

life of the people has created many contacts for evangelism. 

It was also found that the ~rogram of Christian 

education has been extended to include classes and evangel­

istic campaigns, literature and Sunday School materials, 

and home Sunday Schools and training for classes for church 

members. The student program has been extended to include 

government institutions and offers various opportunities 

for student service and growth in the Christian life. The 

educational program, both Christian and secular, has been 

extended. It was further seen that the program of leader­

ship training has been enlarged to~ain the missionaries 
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at home and the nationals in the various necessary fields 

in order to take advantage of more of the opportunities and 

demands that face the Church in China today. 

As a result of this study a few conclusions may 

be drawn. Probably __ the greatest migration in: history has 

_taken place as a result of Japanese invasion, and has caused 

a great awakening of the backward provinces of West China. 

_There has resulted an unparalleled awakening and response 

to Christianity which has created great opportunities and 

demands for expansion of the Church's program. Leadership 

is inadequate for the carrying on of this expansior:_program. 

Specialized training for missionaries is being emphasized, 

but there is gr~_?-_ter need for training of national leader­

ship. Such training must include preparation for both 

practical and evangelistic work. There is unprecedented 

opportunity for evangelism among the refugees and among 

groups as yet untouched. Not only are the children and 

youth responsive to Christianity, but there has been a 

widespread opening up of the adult mind to the mess_age of 

the Church. New opportunities are afforded the Church for 

immediate evangelism of' the adult classes, and an enormous 

harvest of Christians should be reaped from this group. It 

is evident that through its ministry to physical sufferi~g 

and spiritual needs, the Christian Church in China is now 

more welcomed, respected, and appreciated than ever before. 
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That very fact indicates that, though much has been done, 

only a beginning has been made and that in spite of almost 

insurmountable obstacles the Church must go forward. 
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