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INTRODUCTION
A. Statement and Significance of the Problem

Never in the history of thie world has there been
such a great migration as has taken place in the last three
years in China, when people of the Eastern provinces, be=-
cause of the devastation of Japanese aggression,‘have been
fleeing to West'China. As their cities and homes were
destroyed and it was impossible to exist under the cruel
and barbarous domination of theyJapanese, over forty million
people, enduring the worst hazards of travel, escaped to
the Wesé.

The great services performed on the part of the
Church, when large numbers of missionaries remsined at their
own peril to give ald to the afflicted people, to care for
their sick and wounded, and to assist thewm in their diffi-
culties, have won a new appreciation and favorable attitude
on the part of the Chinese, The heroism oi the missiona-
ries in endufing all dangers to minister thus to China in
her time of great need, resulted in throwing the door of
the heart of China wide open to Christisnity. For the
firgt time the Chinese linked together these sacrificial
services of the missionaries with the message of the Gospel

of Christ.

Lo}
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With the coming of these millions, the people of
the Western part of China exgerienced a sudden awakening
greater than in centuries past., The old antiguated spirit
instantly gave way to the impact of the incoming forces,
and thus was éuddenly created the opportunity to build a
modern civilization to take the place of this ancient one.
One df the special features of the new movement has been
the influx of a large number of China's greatest leaders
ﬁho are ready to initiate a new civilization.

Thus the opportunity for the Church to evangelize
the people of West China is greéter than ever before, With
the sudden favorable reaction toward Christianity on the
part of a great mass of the Chinese, the Church has become
conscious of the great need of expsnding her present pro-

gram, With the sudden new and enlarged demands in every

=

phase of her program, the Church is faced with the task of
securing the necessary leadership and of greatly increasing
her work in order to reach these newly-awakened millions in
West China. The problem of this thesls, then, is to study
the enlarged demands and the great opportunities created by

this recent Westward migration in China, and to consider

the adaptation of the Church's program in meeting them,

B. Contribution of the Study

-With the coming from the Hast of the forty million
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refugees and with the consequent awakening of the hundred

4]

millions in West China in mind, one cannot fail to recognize
the timeliness of this study. Presenting an asnelysis and
portrayal of the présent work of the Church in China, to-
gether with suggestions for extension and enlargement in
the future, its aim will be to bring to the attention of
the'home Church the details of this great movement, which
has suddenly opened up such vast opportunities of evangeli-
zation, as a challenge to the Church to step into the wide-
open door of West China., It is hoped that the background
furnished by this study will be helpful to missionaries
looking forward to service in this field. In any event, it
will be of no small value to the writer herselfl as specific

preparation for such service,

C. Method of Procedure
As a background to the study of the effects of the
migration on the program of the Church in China, = sufvey of
the historical setting will be made through the history of
the dynasties and & glimpse of the culture of Y“older Chinar,
A study of the Land of West China will be made to see the

vast resources on wnich these millions may build their new

civilization. Following this a study of the people will

P
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be made in order to determine some of the difficulties of
the Church in propogating the Gospel of Christ.

The secona chapter will deal with the extent of




the migration to West China to determine the numbers and the
classes of people that have suddenly fled to the West., 4An
investigation of the transplanting of industrieg, institu-
tions and schools>ﬁill be mede., Furthermore there will be
a study of the influx of aAnew type of modern leadership in
order to determine the new opportunities afforded the Church
to plant Christianity in their midst.

From a study of the extent of the migration an
attempt will be made to discover the enlarged demands on the
program of the Church, with reference to determining the new
leadershianeeded, and to the necessity for Christian Educa-
tion of youth and children., An investigation will be made
of relief snd refugee work together with the Cooperatives
and agricultural aid to discover the urgent need for expand-
ing the program of social work in the Church. Finally an
effort will be made to estimete the demand for immedliate
Christian expansion.

The fourth chapter will present the work of the
Church in expanding and developing her program to meet these
enlarged demands created by the migration., This will include
a'study of the adaptation that is being made in every phase
of the Church's present program. Finally, suggestions will
be made for the extension and enlsrgement of the program in

the future.




D, Sources

The sources of information that will be used by
the writer will be: <first, books that hsve been written
by Chinese nationals and by missionaries who have been in
direct contact with the migration; second, missionary
letters and reports from the areas definitely affected by
the migration; and third, certein periodicals that will

give more recent data on the effects of this wmigration.




CHAPTER I
WEST CHINA BEFORE THE MIGRATION




CHAPTER T
WEST CHINA BEFORE THE NIGRATION

Ao Introduction

In the words of one historian, "China is the only
existing indeypendent nation that can claim to have flourished
as a contemporary of the greatl Empires of antiquity, Assyria,
Babylon, and Egypt."l She existed apart from them and was
not dependent on thew. West China was the cradle of this
great civilization which reacheda out into Eastern Asia,

China gave to the Mongols and Manchus, to Korea and Japan,
and in a measure to Siam and Annam, her language and litera-
ture, her mechanical srts and fine arts, and her religion
and law. The Esstern world has at various times felt her
politicsl influence., West China, until recently, had re-
mained untouched by the Western world. This lack of stimulus
from the outside civilizations, together with the inaccessi-
bility of the region itself, has meant that changes and
development have taken place at a very slow rate., Because
they did not have contact with civilizations outside their
ovn, and because they knew that usually the outside races

derived their culture from the Middle Kingdom, the Chinese

1. Fdward Thomas Williiams: A Short History of China, p. 4.
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people had great contempt for foreilgners, This attitude has
greatly hindered the work of the Church, and therefore the
Church of West China has been very backward. One writer has
said, "In its immaturity it suffered more than other sec-
tions of the Church from Anti-Christian movements, a changed
educational policy, and a sudden reduction of Mission Board
subsidies."l

In order to understand the influence of the migra-
tion on the program of the Church, it is necessary to know
something oi West China before the migration. To set forth
pertinent facts discovered will therefore be the purpose of
this chapter. These will include the historical setting,
noting the Dynasties and the Culture of "older China", a
brief description of the land of West China, and finally a

brief sketch of the people of West China,

B. Historical Setting
1. The Dynasties of "Older China™.

- Dr, Latourette, well acquainted with Chinese history,
has said, "The origin of the Chinese people and of their
culture is shrouded in obscurity."2 It is difficult, in its
beginnings, to separate the mythical from the true history.
The native historians trace their history back three thousand
years or more before Christ and give a long list of monarchs

* ® e * - .

1. Reverend Robin Chen and Reverend Carleton Lacy: The
Great Migration and the Church in West China, p. 30,
2. Kenneth Scott Latourette: The Development of China, p 15.




up to the historical period, including the Hsia and Shang
dynasties, The Chinese believe that history repeats itself,
that their good emperors have been followed by bad ones who
have been overcome by great warriors, and that then begins
the same life history again. They believe thelr joys and
woes have been dependent on the rise and fall of a dynasty.
There is a record of the political nistory of China for
four thousandvyears, bound up in nine major dynasties which
in this time have ruled over the majority of the country.
Through these dynasties may be traced a period of growth
and achievement, followed by a period of splendoﬁr and com-
plete power, and then a period of decadence and disintegra-
tion.l
With the Chou dynasty the Chinese civilization was
formed and continued to develop, taking on more and more the
forms of thought and social organization which exist today.
The Ch'in dynasty attempted to unite the Empire, but it was
under the Han.dynasty that the Empire was actually consoli-
dated, During this period Buddhism was very influential,
" and there was a great advance in Chinese culture.,® There
followed four centuries of disunion, brought to a close with
the T'ang dynasty under whose influence China reached a high
eminence of power and culture. The next half century, the

1. Cf, John Farl Baker: Explaining China, p. 2.
2, Cf, Mary A. Nourse: The Four Hundred Million, p. 104,
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the period of the "Five Dynastiegﬁ was ruled by a succession
of wilitary chieftains. The Sung dynasty, having constant
warfare, succeeded in unifying the country agsin, and there
developed an outstanding culture. The Mongols invaded next,
and Kublai}Khan became the Emperor of China. He is noted
for the construction of the Grand Canal, and under his rule
order and justice were enforced and the nation grew in popu-
lation and wealth.l The Ming dynasty was not noted for much
creative work, for it merely reproduced the past and lived
in conventional ways. Yet the beautiful and stately imperial
palaces of Peking were built in this period. The Manchus
céme in next and organized the government in such a way as
to assure themselves permanent rule over Chiﬁa. This period
was marked by a vigorous national and foreign policy which
hindered Western traders and Christian missionsaries.
Following the Kevolution and the setting up of the
government under Sun Yat Sen in 1911, many changes began to
take place in China, though these changes aid not affect the
great mass of the Chinese. Foreigners were despised and in
reality China was practically unchanged. In 1927 the Nation-
aiist Regime under Chiang Kal-shek was established and
gradually the country was formslly unified, and a transforma-
tion extending over most of China was begun, However, as
West China was isolated and hardly under the jurisdiction of
o o o o o @

1.CC Mary A. Nourse: The Four Hundred Willion, p. 156.




the Nationalist group, these reforms had practically no
effect there but were felt mainly along the Coast, the main

i In spite of

rivers, along the railways, and in the cities.
kmowing that there were great stores of minerals and timber,
great rivers to conquer, fertile valleys that could yield
three to fiﬁe crops a year, the natives of Eastern China

paid little attention to West China because of its inaccessi-
bility. Thus until the migration, in West China the older
cuétoﬁs and ldeas remsined very nearly unchanged.z

2. The Culture of "Older Chinal,

One cannot appreciate nor understand the China of
today and tomorrow without a knowledée of older Chinese lifej
for this new China is rising out of the old., A brief descrip-
tion of this culture will show more clesrly the difficulties
and problems that have been before the Church. As the Chinese
have been primarily interested in this life, their culture
has been mainly materislistic. The farmers produced food,
the basis of life; the government was organized for the pros-
pefity of the péople; ethics emphasized man's duty to man;
their worship was based on the principle of giving that they
may get. ©Society heas been emphasized rather than the indi-
vidual, the family being the center of social life, This
Chinese culture is indigenous, having been developed without

. L) * [ ] . L] ‘

1. Cf. Kenneth Scott Latourette: Op. cit., p. 289,
2, Cf. Frank W, Price and Yi-¥Fang Wu: China Rediscovers
Her West, p. 50,
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the aid of the Western world. Though the culture hag‘
"changed very slowly, it is not decadent. Progress:méy‘be
traced through the history orf the dynasties.l
The economic system of China was efficient, bind-

ing the nation into an eéonomic unit, Agriculture was
highly proficient, making the most of their fertile.soil.
Little mining was carried on, although some iron, copger,
énd silver was obtained. The industrial levelkmight be
compared with that of the later Middle Ages. The guild
and apprentice systems were used, and the industries were
grouped 5y streets. The Chinese developed a well-organized
system for marketing fhe'products of the fields, the mines,
and industry. Waterways played a great part in this, as
did the cart and the wheelbarrow. John Baker has said:

"The old schook of thought in China is indifferent to

industrial development. To all arguments for a higher

standard of living it replies that pen are no happier

in America than they are in China."
The merchant has been an outstanding éharacter, as there
has always been much trading within the Chinese Empire,
Guilds were used for every kind of enterprise. Wages for
labor were very low, and credit was extensively used., There
was a highly developed banking system, but the currency was
not practicsal,

The political organization of China was also highly.

L4 L] L ] ® [ 4 *®

1. Cf. Latourette: op. cit., p. 86-89,
2., Jomhn Earl Baker: op. cit., p. 1509,




developed, It was supposedly for the benefit of The entire
naﬁion. The emperor was at the head and had absolute-power.
The emperor ruled by means of a burezucracy, with many of-
ficials and boards in every phase of the nation's life.
Under the bureaucracy were the village elders and the heads
of families. The code of laws was careiully organized and
amended with each new dynasty. Taxation was not especially
heavy. There was no permanent ruling house throughout the
history of China, but there was a rezl stability in the cen-
'tralized bureaucracy. The Government failed to put into
practice thé high ideals that were held in theory, yet they
were interested in every phase of the life of the Chinese.
Though there was not a strong nationalism, the Govefnment

seemed to fill the needs of the people.l

The aim of formwal education in China was the pass-
ing of examinations in order to enter the circle of learned
officialdom. The Government did not supervise nor provide
educatién’ﬁntil the person had passed the examinatidns. Pri-
mary.education was left up to the individual. kost of the
men were illiterate and the education of the women was neg-
lected, Aé a statistician has said, "Only about one in
twenty could read, and for most of even these favored few

literacy meant the use of the few characters needed in a

] . * . * L

1. Cf. Kenneth Scott Latourette: op. cit., p. £8-106.
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special trade.“l The pupil was not inspired to think for
himself, nor was the education "child-centered" in any way,
In spite of the variance in the spoken lenguage, the uni-
formity of the written language bas enabled Chinese from
different sections and dislects all to read the same written
script.‘ Chinese litersture and art were highly developed
and were greatly revered., Printing was invented in West
China centuries before its use in other parts of the world,
"Education of the‘traditional_type," Kenneth Latourette in-
forms us, "proved of immeasdrable agssistance in perpetuating
Chinese culture and in promoting the unity of the,Empire.“z

The fabric of social 1life in China is bullt up on
the fawily clan, and in remote parts, such as West China,
where there is the least contact with the Western world,
this system exdists in fuller ercé. In remote West China
this famwily clan system has affected the entire socigl life
of the people, and has contributed to the slow process of
change and development in this region. The influence of the
family clan is strongly felt through the business guilds and
commercial organizations, Also up to the latest times,
marriage has been a matter of the clan and not of the indi-
vidual., Marriages have been arranged by the parents with
much help and advice by family members, while the bride and
groom have had little to say.©

1. Kenneth Scott Latourette: op. cit., p. 10S.

2., Kenneth Scott Latourette: The Chinese, Their History
. and Culture, p. o<U, Vol. T.

5‘ Ci‘. Ibid. s p. 182"‘ 36.
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The people of China are maturally religious, so
much so that masses of the Chinese will hold in fullest
reverence the rites, ceremonies, and worship of the Ancestors
of their Clan, and at the samé time will bow most reverently
to worship the tablet of Confucius. In making pilgrimages
to Buddhist temples they will worship the idols there, and
while passing a "Tudi lidao", the idok of the earth god, they
will stop and burn incense in worship again. For the masses
these forms of worship are positive, without recognition of
any differentiation between the three systews. There is no
question but that these various'religions have kepyt the
Chinese‘frcm progressing. The idea that they can never be
so great as their departed ancestors destroys personal initi-
ative for advancement, Their reverence for Confucius and
other sages has fixed in their winds the idea that the teach-
ings of the ancient sages are a finality and cannot be sur-
passed. The many vagaries of Buddhism, such as the belief
that the disturbing of the_earth infuriates the great dragon,
have hindered the opening of mines; thus in wmany ways progress
has been thwarted. In Western China the religious beliefs
have been 1ittle affected by Western contact and until very
lately have remained unchanged.l

* L ® . L d L ]

1. Cf. Kenneth Scott Latourette: The Development of China,
pp. 122-130; Edward Thomas Williams: China, Yesterday and
Today, pp. 263-3z22; Kenneth Scott Latourette: A4 History
of Christian Missions in China, pu. 5-24.
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Jest China

o}

Ce The Land of

Except by airplane it would take decades of travel
by land tc cover <$he vast stretches of West China - trian-
gular in forw {rom Hokow atl the south border of Yunnan,
northward to the Yellow River north of Taiyuan in Shansi,
and westward to Shufu in the far west end of Sinkiang, about
an average of two thousand miles on each side of the triangle.
Mme. Chiang says of this West:

"Remote as 1s the West and difficult of access as it
used to be, there has long been established & civiliza-
tion and a great population, The people, however, were
unable to develop the natural resocurces because of lack
of skilled labor, and because of baffling distances and
staggering mountains, over which toiled the coolies and
ponies and donkeys, the only means of transportation
except the steamers and Jjunks which touched af points
along the Yangtze River and its tributaries.M
There are endless deserts of loess and sand in the north,
great plateaus and fertile pleains and vealleys in the center,
and the highest mountains in the world bordering the west
and south. In the very center lies the Ked Basin, a great
fertile plain, in which over forty million people have been
living. There is an abundant rainfall and the climate is
sub-tropical; thus is made possible the support of so many
people. This land is rich in minerals - "salt from deep

brine wells evaporated by natural gas, znd coal and iron,"<
. * * L ] L -

1. May-ling Soong Chiang: China Shall Rise Again, p. 5.
2. Kenneth Scott Latourette: The Chinese, Their History
and Culture, Vol. I, p. 7.
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It is also rich in copper, tungsten and antimony. The great
fertility in the plains, valleys, and plateaus, together with
the fields of wheat, beans, rape, and vast fertile gardens,
affords vast agricultﬁral products which provide the means
for building up indigenous churches.

The distant places in the Far ¥West have only been
reached Dby the coolies, carrying their burdens on bamboo
poles, singing their plaintive chant, in tune with their step,
as expressive of their over-heavy burdens; and by strings of
donkeys sag-backed with their weighty loads, urged on by prod
of stick or lash of whip at the hands of exasperated drivers.
Also there was used the ancient wheelbarrow, squeeking as
though in protest at the extra hundred or two pounds- which
are always added to the load, pushed by sturdy coolies with
the leather yoke lash cutting deep in their shoulders; and
also supplemented by myriads of small river craft, some pushed
by poles, some drawn by ropes, some under their own sail
scudding from city.to city over the western waterways. ©So
the transportation of the ilmmense quantities of products, wood,
and minerals has been carried on up to the present time in
this primitive Way.l

With its mountain torrents and mighty rivers and
huge irrigation system, this Western world could sustain two
or three times the hundred million people that now populate
it. With the barriers of impassable mountains on the East,

L] L 4 L 3 L . -




this great West Cnina is well protected frow invasion and
affords these teeming miliions an opportunity to repel the
invader and rebuild China into one great land of peace and

plenty.l

D. The People of VWest China

The people of Chins must be.endowed with some
extraordinary characteristics, as they seem to be the only
people who hsve developed s continulty which has spanned
over thousands of years and who have outlived all of their
early contemporaries. Why is it that Hgypt, Assyria, Greece,
and Rome have gone dowh or lost their former glory and power,
while China continues on through the centuries maintaining
her forms of culture and social 1life?

Thé guality of a people can be told by their
accomplishments. These people of West China have produced
some ofithe most beautiful embroidered silks and satins ever
seen. Their patience in handling the looms and plying the
needle indicates great ability for applying themselves to
laborious pursuits. The digging of the saltwells, sometimes
a half mile deep, drawing the_salt brine up into the derrick
in hollow bamboo tubes, is snother evidence of their ingenu-
ity. The development of their irrigation system, initiated

o ¢ o o o o

1., Cf. Frank W. Price and Yi-Fang Wu: China Rediscovers
Her West, pp. 11-18.




hundreds of years before Christ, with their coordinated use
of it by individuals and groups is a remarkable achievement,

The production of endless commodities, some of
artistic design, is developed to a surprising degree as it
evidences so much skill in lagbor, The fields are enriched
for intensive production by constant cultivation of the soil
The accompiishment of these and many other things, being
done in the most primitive fashion and by ancient processes,
is the surprising feature anda shows the real greatness of
the people - a people skilled in hend labor and able to en-
dure through toil and fatigue. Suchr & people have ﬁi&den
potentialities that under more advantageous circumstances
will make them a great and poweriul nation,

Distance and lack of contact with the outside
world have caused the people of the West to hold on longest
to the old type of 1life and ancient customs, and to maintain
a closed and reactionary mind. The fact that the percentage
of illiteracy is very high has hindered the spread of the
printed word. The women of West China have been extremely
recluse, living within their homes, engaging in household
pursuits, appearing in public as little as possible., In
the Northwest also the presence of a large population of
Moslems has had a most reactionary effect, as they are very
antagonistic towara anything new and are extremely anti-
foreign. Those who have gone to Eastern China to work or

to study in the univergities have not returned to help their




ownn people but, for the most part, have remained in the port
cities.

Neturally in a region sc backward and unawakened
to new thought or modern culture, the planting and develop-
ment of a new religion is a most difficult task, and therefore
the progress of the Christian Church in West China has been
very slow. But here in the West was a great people completely
self-subsistant, and with characteristics ceveloped by the
long struggle to produce a cultured existence with rudimentary
| means and processes; here was a péople who had developed an
individual and collective ability to overccme and make the
most of things. This unique culture forms a splendid ground-

work on which to build a modern structure in the Great VWest

in coming years.

E, Summary

In this study of West China before the migration;
it was discovered that the foundetional solidarity of this
Western people, who have stood through the centuries hardly
influenced by other civilizations, made them self-subsistant
and caused them to look upon outsiders with contempt; that
during the rule of the dynasties they developed a culture
of their own; that they were slow to take on new things, and
so remained in their ancient customs, ideas, and conventional

ways., 1t was further seen that when the Western influence

was felt, transformation began in China, but that West China
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wag so remote and inaccessible that the reform did not resch
that region. The older customs and conventional ways re-
mained very nearly unchanged.

This culture of 'older China" may be characterized
as materialistic, emphasizing society, indigenous, and not
decadent, The economic system, it was found, was efficient
but was organized in a fashion comparable with that of the
later Middle Ages. The politicsl organization seemed to be
for the benefit of the entire nation, yet there was lacking
a strong nationalisw, BEducation was emphasized merely for
the training of officials in the government.. The fabric
of social life was centered in the family and built up en-
tirely around the family. It wasg evident that the Chinese
are religious without understanding what their forms of
worship are. Until recently there has been little effect
of the Western world upon their religious beliefs,

West China was found to be a land of great dis-
tances, until very recently remote and inaccessible. There
is great fertility in the plsins, valleys, and plateaus.

The endless forests and rivers supply power, irrigation, and
their water supply. The transportation is carried on in
primitive fashion: by coolies, donkeys, wheelbarrows, and
smell river craft. There are vast mineral resources and
agricultural products for building up indigenous churches.
The resources are great enough to sustain two or three times

the hundred million people that now populate it.




The study of the people of West China revealed
that they have developed a continuity over meny centuries,
maintaining their forms of culture and socigl life, Their
aceomplishments show the greétness of this people: their
rich embroideries, their saltwells, their irrigation system,
their cultivation of the soil, all done in primitive fashion,
are evidence of their great skill and endurance. Because of
the lack of contact with outside civilizations, they have
held to their ancient custowms and have mainteined a closed
and reactionary wind., They have been siow to take on new
things , the women have been uneducated, there was evidenced
a deep antegonism by the Moslems. An understending of West
China before the migration, together with an appreciation of
the changes caused by the migration, arouses a conscicusness
of the new and greater opportunities afforded the Church
today to bring Christianity into every phase of the life of

these people,
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CHAPTER II
SIGNIFICANT FACTORS IN THE MIGRATION TO WEST CHINA

A, Introduction

The passing of thirty million people from the
coast provinces of China over the mountains to her great
western plateaus is the greatest migration in all history.
In about two years time, going on foot, by wheelbarrow, by
chair, by donkey, and by boat, these millions endured the
fatigue of hardest travel and reached the goal to establish
a new world in the far West. China's late move westward
was made from compulsion to flee from Alien oppression and
to afford facilitlies with which to rebuild the nation.1
These millions of refugees have taken new life and great
éctivity to the provinces of the West that until recently
have remained backward and undeveloped. Every part of China
has been affected by the migration and has undergone profound
modification., In some sections large numbers of people have.
moved in and ha&e greatly increased the normal populafion,
while in other sections a great number of the residents have
left, Because of these great changes maﬁy difficult adjust-
ments have been necessary, for even customs and speech have
been replaced, Naturally, the spiritual life of the people

1. Cf. Price and Wu: op. cit., pp. 27, 49

2B
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has been altered to a considerable extent.l
0f the untold human suffering caused by the Japanese

invasion of China Agnes Smedley, who has accompanied the
Elighth Route Army in its warfare, has said:

"It is ﬁhe greatest catastrophe of human history,

unexampled in the destitution of millions. But

under the pressure of this invasion the Chinese

people have begun to awake, to unite, to become

a nation.," 2
A new spirit of courage is evident which is enabling the
Chinese people to bear this continued suffering and out of
it to create national good, rebuilding and reconstructing
a China that may become one of the mightiest nations in
history.3

In order to determine the effect of so great a

migration 6n the program of the Church, a sﬁudy will be made
of the significant factors in the migration to West China,
The purpose of this chapter, therefore, will be to give a
brief~description of the personnel and institutions in the
migration. This description not only will include the large
numbers of people, the various classes affected, the great
migration of children, and the many trained Christian leaders
who have found their way west, but also will show the changes

which have affected the industries, institutions, and schools.

1. Cf. Chen and Lacy: op. cit., p. 1.
2. Agnes Smedley: China Fights Back, p. ix.
3, Cf, Price and Wu: op, cit., pp. 5-8.
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‘B. Constituency of the Migration

1. The Numbers and Classes of People
| As stated above, thirty million refugees have moved

across the breadth of China, fleeing from ‘burning cities and
ruthless, brutal treatment., Dr., Phelps, a member of the
faculty of the West China Union University, makes the follow-
ing statement: ; |

"0f the 150,000,000 who lived in the war-ravaged areas

about one-fifth have emigrated bag and baggage to the

~ West. A striking feature of the movement to the far

West has been that_it includes some tens of thousands

of intellectuals."”

Every class of soclety has been represented in the
migration including business men, officials, artisans, the
'wealthy, and the poor. It is Interesting to note that thére
were a large number of the upper middle class in the migration
especially from the official, the educational, and the organ-
ized industrial classes. This appears natural, in view of the
fact that the government agencies were moved west, the educa-
tional institutions were transplanted to the Western provinces
and there was a widespread movement of organized industry to
the West.?

In an account of her personal experiences in war-
torn China, Edith Dreyer gives a stirring description of the
refugees making their way westward:

1. Price and Wu: op. cit., p. 28,
2, Cf. Chen and Lacy: op. cit., pp. 1,2.
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"What a scene | Befugees by the thousands, standing,
sitting, perched precariously on thelr possessions,
some on the very edge of the crowded, narrow platform.
Most of them 1nadequately clothed, carrylng scant rolls
of bedding a bowl and a pair of chopsticks. Some were
so0 o0ld and bent that they could shoulder absolutely
nothing. One or two, filial sons, supported their
mothers on their backs in lieu of bedding. Little war
orphans, too inured to misery now to whimper, shivered
and begged for a crust. Bables toddled uncertainly byi
their parent's sides munching mouldy cabbage leaves."
These refugees had left their already desolate cities, not
knowing what calamities and perils lay ahead of them, and
had started west, not only in the hope of escaping destruc-
tion by the Japanese, but also with the view of establishing

themselves in the new freedom of West China.

2. Children Involved

Tens of thousands of children have fled to the
West from the war areas, Among them have been thousands of
war orphans, with parents killed or lost, who have come
safely through. In West China there are at least 20,000
children in Madamé Chiang's orphanages, while the National
Child Welfare Assqciation»cares for another 10,000, More
and more children are coming in from the Eastern provinces.
These children would die by the wayside or run wild in the
fields were they not cared for by these welfare institutions,
Undernourishment in children is apparent on every side and
at present in some areas it is even impossible to provide them

L . * * L] .

1., Bdith G. Dreyer: "Personal Experiences in War-Torn
China ' Evangelical Christian, August, 1939, p. 375.
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with bean milk.l

¥any of these refugee ch;ldren do not know where
their. parents are; some know._that their parents are dead.
On their long march west they have endured untold physical
and mental suffering, caused by insufficient food and cloth-
ing, by separation from their families, and by the ravages
of war. All of these have left an 1indelible scar upon

these impressionable lives.

3¢ The Transplanting of Trained Christian Leaders,

. There has been, with the migration to the West, a
great influx of leadership from the official, the edﬁcational,
and the organized industrial classes. This has been due to
the movement of the educational institutions, organized in-
dustry, and government agencies to the West. This, it is
significant’to note, has meant the transplanting of influ-
ential Christians, for oﬁe half of the foremost officials in
war-torn China are devout Christians and China's government
today is held to have the most Christian leadership of any
in the world. © At the head of this group of Christian
leaders are Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek and his wife. Of
the former even his enemies concede that he is wholly self-
less., The genuineness of his Christian character is shown
in an incident reported by a Canadian who was invited to

LJ L * * L] *

1., Cf. Price and Wu: op. cit., pp. 148, 156.
2. Cf. Henry P, Van Dusen: For The Healing of The Natioms,

pP. 92.
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share the family devotions and who was much im?ressed by
Generalissimot's prayer:

"I never expect to hear such a prayer again in all my
life, The General began with a simple expression of
thanks for their personal safety. . Then he added thanks
for the courage of the nation under . fire., Then he
prayed. for strength for the men in the field and along
the, firing lines; he prayed for strength for himself,
and added a most earnest plea for guidance and Wlsdom,
that. he should not fail the people.
"But the most amazing thing in his prayer was a plea
that God would help him, and help China, not to hate
the Japanese people, He prayed for the Japanese Chris-
tians and all the suffering multitudes of Japan whose
impoverishment was making the war on China possible.
"In the simplest and humblest terms he laid himself at
- the service of the Almighty God, and begged .that he
might know the Divine will and do it on the morrow.m

The Generallssimo had the possibllltles of a great
leader before his marrlage to Madame Chiang, Mei-ling Soong,
but without doubt the marriage ‘has made him a greater man,
Madame Chiang has become the most influential woman in the

world today. ©She has not only become a member of the Legis-

© lative Department, but has also helped in the reorganization

of China's air forces. No doubt her greatest contribution
ﬁas been’the influence of her own spiritual life upon that
of her husband, As Christian leaders of the Chinese nation,
the Generalissimo and Madame Chiang have aroused in their
people a faith to believe and a will to endure,®

The Chiangs, however, have been assisted in this

l. Ibidq, p. 94.
Re Cf. Robert M, Bartlett: They Did Something About It,

pp. 94-~-111,
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great task by a large number of immigrant ministers, teachers,
and laymen in the western part of the country, who because
of their training and experience, have assumed responsibility
and leadership,in:$he"development of the Church, Through
these Christian leaders, brought in by the migration, there
héé been an awakening of the people of West China to the
message of Christianity. Henry Van Dusen, world traveler,
says of Chinat's leadership:

"The greafést single hope for China's future lies in

that tiny band of devoted Christians at the core of

her Government, in the wider circle scattered through

every phase of national leadership, and in the influences

disseminating through the fabric of national life from

Christian schools and colleges, Christian hospitals and
churches.® 1

C. Institutions Transplanted to the West

1. The Transfer of Industries

The migration to West China, which constituted the
greatest movement of population in modern history, had far-
reaching effects upon the industrial, governmental, and educa-
tional 1ife of the people ., Up to this time industry in the
West had been undeveloped., Because of the enemy bombing
Eastern industries were moved wesﬁ and there followed a

rapid development of industrial cooperatives. Today there

® ] L) L] ® ®

1, Van Dusen: op. c¢it., p. 102,




are two thousand of these in Free‘China, increasing at the
rate of one hundred a month, with the prospect that by the
end of the war there will be thirty thousand of them.l They
have been established in caves and mountain valleys where
they cannot easily be bombed. They have put thousands of
refugees to work and have helped to democratize a whole

new area in Chinese life. They are sometimes referred to

as "vest pocket industries!" because they are small and mobilé.
Small industry is well adapted to Chinese life and thousénds

of refugees have found new hope and usefulness in this work, ©

2. The Transfer of Government Institutions,

China's leaders are thinking not only of winning
the war and building a new West, but also of reconstructing
the entire national life. In November 1937, the National
Government chose Chungking for the Capitol seat from which
to administer the national resistance to the invading Japa-
nese, This city is lbcated in the center of Szechwan Prov-
ince, at the junction of the Yangtse and Kialing rivers,
far beyond the Yangtse gorges and impassable mountains which
form a natural barrier-to invasion fromvthe East.' The .city
is shropdedyin clouds‘and fog a large peréentage éf’the
time, a fact which protects it from air raids. It is built

[ ] * L] [ ® L]

1. Cf. Joy Homer: Dgwn Watch in China, pp. 173-184,
2., CP, Stanton Lautenschlager: Far West in China, pp.
26-30,
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on a rocky ledge, affording ample hiding places in dugouts
beneath the city. From here, the National Government sup-
plies and directs the numerous Chinese armies in wvarious
parts of China, and still, in spite of Japanese occupation,
collects eighty to ninety per cent of tﬁe taxes of the
nation., The vast resources of the Great West are available
to the Government and these together with foreign imports
will enable them to defend themselves and drive out the in-
vader and build a new China. The National Government, in
cominé to the Far West, has diScovered hitherto neglected
resources, such as the loyalty of the numerous hill tribes
who formerly had been ignored and had often suffered from
unjust discrimination. Now many public and private agencies
are working in the spheres of education and health for these
people,l The National Government, cooperating with the
program of welfare work conducted by the Chinese Christian
Church, has pledged both moral and financial support in a

great determination to make China free and independent.

3. The Transfer of Colleges and Universities

| One of the most significant movements of the mi-
gration 1s that of the large number of colleges and univer-
sities - faculties, students, and all portable equipment -

* L L L] L] L]

1, Cf, Price and Wu: oOp. cit., pp. 41-45; Earl Cressy:
China Marches Toward the Cross, pp. 44, 45, 5&.
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which have left their campuses in the occupied territories
and have moved to West China, ©Since 1837 the Japanese have
aimed to destroy or to close all institutions 6f higher
learning in China, as they have considered these schools
centers of nationalism and anti-Japanism. The Government
has given substantial help in the cost of mbving school
staffs and equipment, and during these war years the expend-
iture for higher education has been only slightly reduced.l
It was early"deciaed that students were worth more to the
nation in the universities than in'the army, since China
has great néed of leaders trained in modern science and
technical skill, both for war effort and reconstruction,
and therefore cannot afford to sacrifice her few educated

2 Because of this the westward 

youth in military service,
trek of students has been on no small scale. In the face
of overwhelming difficulties eighty of the‘oneﬁhundred ten
universities and colleges iﬁ existence in 1937 have moved
from the Eastern provinces; and thirty-two of these insti-
tutions are now located in West China carrying on a full
educational program,®

The privations and;hardships éndurediby'studehts
and faculty alike have been beyonvd’ ‘descri.'ption.w A faculty

1. Cf. "Chinese Colleges Trek Westward to Free China",
World Outlook, June, 1940, p. 26.
2, Cf. BEarle H. Ballou- Dangerous Opportunity, p. 175
50‘ Cfo Ibid., P. 172 ’
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member of one of these Chinese schools gives a vivid account
of the Westward march, He says:

"We marched across high mountains and waded big rivers,
We went day after day each helping himself and each
cooperating with the others, No ground seemed too

hard for us to lie on, no food too coarse to eat, and
no future too dark to be unworthy of our efforts to
brighten. From these moves we have learned how to
serve, to suffer, to sacrifice, to share and to appeci-
ate. It is, to us, a new life and a real education,nl

7Some of the schools have settled in temples, old
casfles, or private homes where they enjoy safety and quiet,
Others are located in caves, One medical school has an _
open air classroom, cut entirely from the loose clay on the
side of a hill.z Most of the universities have concentrated
in groups in order to cooperate in the use of equipment and
staff, Many of them carry on under great difficulties such
as Miss M, Bleakley describes in an artic;e on student life

in which she says:

_ "When the alarm sounds, we down books and, in a sort
of orderly haste, make for the outside of the city
and . the caves there, If there is a long interval be-
tween the alarm and the 'urgent', it is possible to
stay out on the hillside and there take a small class,
or do some tutoring.....

"It is not a reassuring sort of 1life that we live -
mostly in suitcases, with our spare belongings in the
dugout, and our bedding rolled up each morning for a
more easy rescue in case of fire, And this is not a
temporary state of things. It goes on day after day,
and on moonlight nights, night after night, week in,
week out eeecal

1. 1Ibiad.
2. Cf. Andrew T, Roy: "Student Life and Student Needs

in China," The American Lutheran Student, Spring,
1942, Vol. 19, pp. 37, 38,

3. M"A ggllege in Caves," World Outlook, October 1839,
po . E
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In spite of Japanese aggression there has been a great in-
érease in the enrollment of students, and every effort has
been put forth to continue the training of these students

for the future leadership of China,

D. Summary

In thisfstudy of the migration to West China, 1t
was discovered that every part of China has been affected
and that many adjuétments have been necessary., The thirty
willion refugees that have migrated have fled from Japanese
invasion enduring inconceivable hardships and have gone to
West China to rebuild their nation., They have taken with
‘them new life and activity into these backward provinces,

It was found that a new spirit of courage 1s evidenced which
is enabling them to bear thelr suffering and to unite for
the cause of thelr country.

| It was also found that this great migration com-
prises several tens of millions of people including all
classes from coolies to the most educated leaders, espe-
cially the upper middle class from the official, educétional,
and organized industrial groups. With these refugees there
have been many thousands of orphaned and destitute children
who have fled west., It was discovered that Madame Chiang
Kai-shek is making'prbvision for a great many of the "war-

phans," as is the National Child Welfare Association. With-




out this help, the mwajority of these children would have
no place of refuge and many would perish. It was revealed
that there is great need for the message of'Christianity

to erase from their memories the'horrors of their migra-~
tion and war experiences. It was further seen'that the
migration has brought to WeétAChina a great number of
trained Christian leaders, among them the Generalissimo and
Madame Chiang Kal-shek and one half of the foremosf offi-
cials of the Government and in addition meny trained minis-
ters, teachers, and laymen who have become an‘important
factor in the development of the Church in West China.

This greatest movement of population in modern
history, it was found, has opened new possibilities in in-
dustry for West China. In order to cope with the devasta-
tion of the invasion, industrial cooperativés have been
developed. Thousands of fefugees have found in these cd-
operative industries an economic security and a place in
life which has given them a new hope and sense of usefulness.
Through this great industrial development the Government is
seeking to industrialize and nationalize this undeveloped
rural West. It was also found that the Generalissimo chose
Chungking, a remote and inaccessible city in West China, in
which to establish the National Government, From this ad-
vantageous locality the National‘Government is able to pro-
ceed to administer national resistance to Japan, and, in

making provision for the many refugees, to reconstruct the
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entire national life of China, The Government is cooperat-
- ing with the Church in its program of welfare work and has
pledged its support in the effort to make China free and
independent, It was further seen that a most significant
and impressive‘movement of the migration is the transplant-
ing of universities and colleges to China's Western prov-
inces. The Japanese have systematically attempted to destroy
these educational institutions, but the faculties and stu-
dents have determined to move to West China and continue
their education in comparative safety.. In this the Govern-
ment has assisted them in every way possible, for itvhas
realized the importance of trained young people in the

future program of reconstruction.
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CHAPTER III
ENLARGED DEMANDS ON THE PROGRAM OF THE CHURCH IN CHINA

A, Introduction

China is at present more open and receptive to
Christianity than any other country for as Dr. E. Stanley
Jones has said, not only are the doors open, but "the
hinges are clear off."l In the midst of a background of
war, opposition, destruction, and persecution the Church
is challenged with unprecedented opportunities. Because
of the backward state of the Church in West China, Chris-
tianity had made little progress there, but as a result
of the Japanese invasion a new chapter in missions has be-
gun, As seen in the preceding chapter, many well-trained
Christian Chinese have migrated west and have played an
important part in awakening these hitherto backward provinces
of China to Christianity. 0ld prejudices, fear, supersti-
tion, and open antagonism have been overcome and the hearts
of the Chinese people have been completely won by the conduct
of the Christian missionaries during the war., The value of
Christian missions in China may have been doubted in the past,
but from the war there has come the realization that they
have indisputably justified their existence. They have faced

* L] L] * [ ] *

l. Constance M, Hallock: Presbyterian Work in China, p. 6.
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the test and have not been found wanting. Thelr practical
demonstration of the love of God and their deep concern
for human welfare have givenithem a place in the life of
the nation.l Dr. Hu Shih, Chinese Ambassador to the United
States recentlj saids
"These missions have become centers of refuge for
thousands, and in some cases for tens of thousands,
of Chinese civilian sufferers, particularly women,
children, and the aged.
"It is this spirit of service, this devotion to work,
this sympathy for the cause of China's independence
and freedom that has won for them the warm admiration
and high respect and love of the Chinese people. And
I sincerely believe that it is not proselyting, but
this truly religious spirit of service that will con-
tinue to win the sympathy and support of the entire
Chinese nation for the Christian missions in all the
years to come,"?

The extent of the migration, considered in the
foregoing éhapter, has created new opportunities demandihg
expansion in the Church's program. Now in order to consider
these enlarged demands 6n the program of the Church in
China, this chapter will deal not only with the unparalleled
need for the service of the Church, including relief work
for refugees and orphans, medical work, industriszl work, and
agricultural aid, but also with the unprecedented opportu-
nity for the expansion of the Church in its program for

church membership, for youth, and for children, and with the

1. Cf. Gordon Poteat: ©Stand By For China, p. 80.
2. Dr. Hu ghih: Women and Missions, January, 1842, p. 293.
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leadership required for such a program, including both

missionaries and nationals,

B, Unparalleled Need For Service Of The Church
1. The Need of Relief Hork

| . The Japanese 1Invasion has brought to China untold
destruction of life and property, of ancient cities, towns,
and villages, and of workshops and factories. The Chinese
people have lost their homes, their fields, and in many
cases all their possessions. Determined to save their own
lives and to reestablish themselves in new homes, these
destitute refugees have left thelr desolate cities and have
joined many others in migrating to’West China, Many of
them have been so destitute they did not have means to go,
and yet they found it impossible to stay.l These miserable
multitudes have found help in refugee camps and relief work,
As they have come into West China, they have been received
into homes or Church compounds until able to provide for
themselves. To a great degree these refugees have been ab-
sorbed by the general population and various agencies have
aided constructively in their rehabilitation.? The Church
has realized its place in alieviating the suffering of these
millions in China. The missionaries in establishing refugee

* L ] . L J [ ] *

1. ¥ay-ling Soong Chiang: This Is Our China, p. 13,
2,0 Chen and Lacy: oOpP. Cite, P. 9



camps have furnished food for those without means. One of
the greatest contributions has been the fact that these
people have been assisted in making themselves self-supporting.
Mission compounds have been opened and have been a source of
protection for many refugees., . The Chrlstlans have given de-
voted and courageous service in mlnlster1n5 to these people,
The need for relief is great among these millions and the
rélief organizations of the Church have found much that they
can do., It is this devoted spirit of the missionaries thgt
is so impfessing the Chinese that they are aﬁakening to
Christianity. The relief work of the Church has been greatly
appreciated by these people, but the result has been deeper
than that., Earle Ballou states:

"Never have the messengers of the Gospel found hearts

and minds so receptive to religious truth, nor people

so pathetically eager to know if, after all there is a

God who still cares and. loves even in the midst of 80

much cruelty and hate
During the past twenty years there has not been a great deal
of growth and development in the Church in West China, but
now the future is bright. The Christians that have migrated
are joining with these already existing Christian groups
which are awakéning to the great opportunities of service.

No doubt the children are the saddest victims of

the present war. Many of them have been left without parénts

. ® L L * .

1. Ballou: op. cit., p. 164
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or anyone to care for them. Tt is difficult to estimate the
suffering that these motherleés, homeless children have had
to endure, The constant fear of the bombing, and the scenes
of horror have given these children a feeling of insecurity
and terror which must be replaced by the conéciousness of
God's care and protection. It is in connection with these
little "warphans,® who are béing cared for in war orphanages,
that Madame Chiané is making an invaluable contribution,

More and more children keep coming to these orphanages from
the war areas. Many are saved from starvation in these ref-
ugee centers and through the kindness and understanding of
those who care for them are being helped to forget the hor-
’rible sights they have seen., It is in this work that the
Churchrfaces a great challenge and opportunity in providing
this generation of children with Christian teaching that is
of the character that will result in vital Christian living.
The future of China for generations to come depends upon ﬁhe
training they receive physically, socially, and spiritually
which will help them in years to come to stand for that which

is right and good and true T

2. Increased Demand for Medical Work
' One of the first needs of the streams of homeless

wanderers was the provision which had to be made for the

L4 * L L] L] L]

1. Cf. Price and Wu: op. cit., pp. 142, 143.
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consideration of health. Exposure, long days of weary travel-
ing, insufficient clothing, and close living quarters were
contributing factors in lowering the resistance of multitudes
of refugees, Sickness and disease were found on every hand,
Added to these was the insufficient number of nurses and
doctors to minister to the needs of these masses. Years of
hardship and deprivation have’resulted in diseases such as
tuberculosis and beri-beri, while malignant malaria has

raged in the thronging hordes df migrants.l As the war con-

tinued the wounded began to arrive and the hospitals were
filled to overflowing with civilians who had been injured
in bombings and fires. In many of these areas mission hos-
pitals were the only source of medical aid available to
these people whose diseases were complicated by fear and
sﬁperstition. Daily the mission doctors not only had to
minister to the sick, but also to undertake to teach these
people that bacteria and not evil spirits are the cause of
most diseases, and that the surest safeguard against sick-
ness is hygiene and not the superstitious use of charms.
Never before has there been such an oprortunity for the
propagation of the Gospel as has been created through the
ministry of medicsl missioﬁs in China, An experienced
observer was moved to write the following account:

"The prestige of the Church and hospital has never

. . L 4 L L L

1. Cf. Constance M. Hallock: op. cit., p. 9.



stood so high as it stands today. It is not because
so many have found sanctuary under the good name of
the Church, but frank and open appreciation of our
remaining with them throughout these heartbreaking
days. Many non-Christians have shown their admira-~
tion for what they call our loyalty and courage.
Patients do not have to be wooed to listen 1o the
expounding of the Gospel, but -eagerly inquire what

we have got that enables-us to stand up to events with
cheerfulness, the while giving ready sympathy to those
in suffering.”

3. The New Need for Industrial Work and Agricultural Aid -
Dr. H. D. ang, a leading Chinese economist states:
"The four and a half years of war has done more to
impress upon China the need for industrialization

than a century and a half of hlstorlcakzexperience
in advanced industrialized countries.

Before the war there was a great program of industrialization
in the Eastern provinces in which the Church took li%tle part,
The Church was slow to enter into this aspect of the nation's
developing life whieh has now become of such critical impor;
tance. The Japanese invasion has meant the almost complete
destruction,Aestimated to be as high as ninety per cent, of
the Chinese industrial plants.5 But Generalissimo Chiang
Kai-shek foresaw the loss of these industries and urged the
industrial class to move to West China and there builld up‘

their indﬁstfies. This new westward outlook is the basis

for the reconstruction plan of the entire national 1life of

l. Cressy: op. cit., p. 73,

2. Dr. H., D, Fong: "Postwar Industrialization of Chingh.
Contemporary China, March 23, 1942, p. 2.

3. Cf, Ballou: op. cit., pp. 88, 12l.



China. Many thousands of refugees who have migrated west

are finding employment in the development of transportation
and of China's light indﬁstries. In this way they are being
helped to beﬂself-supporting. Much of the unskilled labor

was local, but the trained laborers have wmigrated from the
Eastern provinces. The maintenance of roadsiand a great
amount of new trade élong these highways are carried on by
immigrants. The modernization of West China has made this
part of the céuntry more accessible and there has developed
more nationalism as well as a more materialistic 6utlook on
life, Those who are promoting the cooperatives realize that
cooperation,depends on a deeper element than mere self—
 interest., They are reaching out to Christian forces for or-
ganizers and teachers.l The keynote of the West is reconstruc-
tion, and much of this work is in the hands of Christians or
graduates of Christian institutions. There is a definite
plan, undertaken by the National Christian Council, to make
these cooperatives Christign. There is need for the Christian
Church to act as a clearing house, and a source of spiritual
inépiration for the ccoperatives.2 By means of cooperating
with officials and leaders in the building up of industries,
contacts can be made and a good will created that will open

an effectual door for the Gospel. The opportunity is offered

for the Church to,share‘in‘establishing the economic 1life of

] ] L] L] . L 4

1. Cf. Ballou: op. cit., p. 1928; Price and Wu: op. cit.,
8%. 172, 1750 °
Ze « T, H. Sun: "The Church in China's_Rural Reconstruc-

tion," The Chinese Recorder, August, 1940, p. 500,
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the people as well as to give them the dynamic message of
Christianity for the strengthening and upbuilding of the
spiritual lives of the people. '
The majority of the Chinese are farming people and
China is pfedominantly rural, Many of the missionaries are
called upon to introduce modern improvements in agriculture
to enlarge upon the ancient system of China. Assistance to
the farmers in agricultural developments will bring the
Gospel to the rural districts. Christianity has never before
been assimilated into the life of the people. But the rural
movement recognizes the Church as a necessary factor in ac-
complishing its purpose. T. H., Sun states:
"It is the first indigehous movement to draw the Church
from the margin toward the center of China's national
life. From the bitter experience of foreign aggression
the new China is learning that there can be no salvation
for the Chinese nation except through the salvation of
her masses, and that the salvation of her masses is funda-
mentally a spiritual problem., For help she 1s looking to

the Christian Church. God forbid that the Church should
fail her in this hour of trial and need."l‘

C. Unprecedented Opportunity for the
‘ Expansion of the Church

1. Enlarged Church Membership

The migration has brought a new impetus to the

development of the Church in West China. Many of the Christian

1. Ibid., p. 501.
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leaders have assumed responsibility in building up the al-
ready existing churches., The natives of West China have
been awakened to Christianity by the many refuéees who
have a vital Christian experience. With the Christian em-
phasis and example of the Generalissimo and Madame Chiang
and the devoted service of the missionaries, the people of
the West are beginning to realize the possible contribution
of Christianity to their lives. Madame Chiang, in speaking
of the help missionéries have giyén in this national crisis,
has said: |
"From the most unexpected sources I have heard admira-
tion of their work. One of our Cabinet Ministers, who
is a non-Christian, remarked one day that he was study-
ing the Bible, When asked if he was a Christian, he re-
plied, 'No, but I notice that the Christians throughout
the country show.a greater self-sacrificing spirit than
others, and, therefore, I feel that there must be some-
thing to Christianity.'" 1
BEducational and governméanleaders, who have formerly been-
indifferent or most openly opposed to Christianity, are now
not only open to it but are the most active leaders in
Christian Evangelism.? The Church is faced with a complex
problem, for many of thoée who have migrated from the East
are already members of the Church, while to many of those
who have always been in West China the Christian Gospel is
entirely new., The Church's opportunity lies in incorporating
the migrant Christians into its program as an additional

* [ ] L] * [ 4 *

1., May-ling Soong Chiang: op. cit., p. 300
2., Cf, Stanton Lautenschlager: "Student Evangelism in
Szechwan," World Outlook, October, 1941, p. 19.
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channel through which to reach the other refugees and the
inhabitants of the Western provinces., The people of the
West are awakening to Christianity as néver before and there
is great desire for and response to the message of Chris-
tianity. A missionary in a mission station has written:

"On Sunday morning we have 1,000 - 1,500 people
crowding the service beyond capacity, with folks at
the doors, and listening from the road outside, to
say nothing of the overflow of mothers and children
in the Bible School chapel. It is a day of unprece-

dented opportunity.md
The available Christian workers are pitifully few in com-
parison with the great numbers who need and desire Chris-
tianity. This great opportunity demands a united effort on

the part of all Christian leaders in China and of Mission

Boards in the West.

One further evidence of the new response to the
Christian messagé is the great demand for Bibles. Of this
the report of the China Bible House states:

"With the many presses at work producing the printed
Scriptures, the supply for many months has not kept
pace with the demand. Bibles and Testaments have been
issued at the rate of one every two seconds night and
day, yet from Chungkiang has come the wail that not a
Bible was left in the depot, more having been sold in
one month there than in the previous year; from Tsinan
and Hankow the secretaries write of their distress at
having to_turn away empty-handed many would-be pur—

chasers.!®

This great éhange of attitude gives to the Christian Church

1. Constance M. Hallock: op. cit., p. 28
2. Mary Culler White: "Rehabilitation Work in China,"

World Outlook, March, 1940, p. 38.
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an unparalleled responsibility and privilege in proclaiming

- the message of Christianity.

2o JIncreased Interest Among Students
» ManyAthousands of students, having lost their

homes and often theilr parents, rather than cooperate with
the Japanese invaders, have migrated the two thousand miles
to West China to continue their education and to join in
the reconstruction program. This migration of the students
has brought a new eduéational opportunity to the backward
provinces of West China and has given these students a new
realization of theifiresponsibility in the reconstruction
of these regions.l There has come a new attitude toward
Christianity among the students of West China, Stanton
Lautenschlager has said of these youths:

"The Chinese youth passionately desires a new world,

a free democratic China and a just society. Christ

challenges him to be a new student, a new man, to

repent of selfishness and cowardice, to give himself

to Christ that he may be empowered to create the just

society and build the free Chins and the new world.

He wants an integrated gospel embracing the evangelistic

and the social, the whole Christ to change the whole of
life, to remake the world in all its human relation-

ships, "2
Through the bombings, terrors of war, and destruction, these
Chinése students have gained a new appreciation of the mean-
ing of the Cross. The once contemptuous and indifferent

[ 4 * [ ] . L] L ]

l., Cf, Poteat; op. cit., p. 158.
2, Stanton Lautenschlager: Far West in China, pp. 39, 40,
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attitude toward the Gospel is supplanted by a remarkable
receptivity to the message of Christianity. Even in their
universities and colleges students are asking for Bible
classes., There is a deep hunger for new paths, new sugges-
tions, and'a forward-looking leadership. The Gospel message
is welcone not only in Christian but also in non-Christian
schools. All doors are open. To evangelism also, the
students are showing unprecedented response., They are being
strengthened to meet the challenge of the national crisis by
the challenge of Christianity.l Not all students have be~
come Christians nor are all of them open to the Gospel, but
ail are being challenged with the message of Christianity.®
The evident response is a great challenge to the Christian
Church to spend every effort in satisfying these souls

hungry for the message of Christ.

3. The Need Of More Schools For The Children

The children of West China are joining in the
effort to bﬁild new China and the Government is taking great
pains to make these children conscious that they are citizens.,
The migration has brought many tens of thousands of children
to the West which has greatly increased the problem of their
education. At the beginning of the war there were hardly |

- € L 4 L 4 L] L ]

l. Cf., S&Stanton Lautenschlager: "Student Evangelism in
Szechwan," World Outlook, October, 1941, p. 19.
2- Cfo CI'eSSY: Dp‘ Cit., Ppo 74“76'
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enough schools to take care of one guarter of the children
of school age and the need has become more urgent with the
additional numbers of the migration. The Government is
making every effort to enlarge its program of education to
take care of these children, but because of the decrease
of funds, the number of mission schools has been greatly

| reduced. 'There are so few Well-tréined Christian teachers
that it is‘difficult to keep the Christian standards at a
high level, Government authorities realize that the spirit—
val upbuilding of the lives of these children is the most
important factor in their training. They desire the co-
operation of the Church in giving these children Christian
character education. The Church cannot meet these demands
because of lack of funds and leadership. These children
will be the future leaders of that great nation, and the
great opportunity of bringing Christianity to them is the

challenge before the Church in China and in the West.l

D. Leadership Required

1. The Need Of Missionaries

| Because of the backward state of the Church in
West China there is much foundational and formation work to
‘be done in its development, Because the national leadership

in the West is inadequate, a iarge percentazge of missionaries

L . L *® L] *

1. Cf. Price and Wu: op. cit., pp. 137-143,
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are needed. Because of the great responsiveness and recep-
tivity among fhe peoﬁle of the West the opening of many new
responsibilities and opportunitieé calls for a greater number
of trained leaders. There are new projects to be undertakén,
new contacts to be made, and many calls for help to be
answered, As the Church awakens to the needs and response

of the people, its program must necessarily be enlarged to
include activities that will touch every phase of the people's
lives. Heretofore the number of missionaries has been scarce,
and with the millions who have migrated to these provinces,
this lack is even more keenly felt., There is a great need
for missionaries who have specialized in children's work,

in meeting youth's problems, in reaching adult membership,
and in the training of national leadership for the establish-
ment of the Church, There is great need for missionaries to
reach the many Moslems of China's Northwest. The social and
industrial unrest and the materialistic outlook of the people
present a real challenge to Christian missions. Truly the
harvest is plenteous but the laborers are few. It is esti-
mated that 70% of the people of West China have not as yet
heard the Gospel, The need is to evangelize the individual
as well as to Christianize modern civilization; the call is
to bring individuals to Christ and pfoduce a Christian
society.l It is a great challenge to Christian missionaries

* L . - L] .

1. Cf. Price and Wu: op. cit., pp. 171-176
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to answer this call in organizing and assisting in every
way possible in the development and expansion of the Church

in West China.

2. The Need Of Trained Nationals
One of the greatest needs in meeting the challenge
of the characteristics of New China - a new nationalism
which will promote world peaée, a new economic order which
will be midway between Communism and Capitalism, and a new
racial relationship of cooperation - is the creation of an
indigenous Church. This indigenization not only requires
the use of more Chinese art, music, and literature in the
Christian Church, but also the development of a strong
Chinese ministry. In the years to come a strong and well-
trained native miniétry is absolutely essential to China.l
In the Church in West China the native leadership has not
éssumed sufficient responsibility and has not been suf-
ficiently trained for its task. The challenge then to the
Church is to enlarge its program of leadership training;

through such an enlarged program missionaries will have a

great part in meeting the need of training the future leaders

of the Churech in West China.

1. Cf. 1Ibid., pp. 180-187,
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E., Summary

In studying the effect of the migration on the
program of the Church, it was. found that the door of op-
portunity for Christianizing these people is wide open.
Through the destruction and persecution of the war the
people are seeking the comfort found in the ministry:of
the Church. It was found that the backward provinces of
the West arevbeing awakened to Christianity by those who
have migrated. Christian missions have done much to win
completely the hearts of these people. The missionaries
have stood with these people through every cirecumstance and
have demonstrated the love of Go@ in their deep ccncern for
human welfare, There was also found a new eagerness and
desire to hear and accept the mesSage‘of,Christ.' The demand
for Bibles is so great it cannot be supplied. _The'people
of the‘West want to know more about Christianity and its
message for every day life. .

It was also found that there is unparalleled need
for the service of the Church. There was felt the need for
relief work and the Church has done much to alleviate the
suffering of these destitute Chinese. The missionaries
have opened their compounds, have given food to those without
means, have assisted in making these refugees self-supporting.
Their devoted spirt has awakened these people to a God of

love in the midst of horrors and cruelty. They are receptive
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to Christianity. The "warphans," it was discovered, have
suffered the most in the present“war. Without families,
homes, or anyone to care for them, they would have perished.
Madame Chiang was seen to be making an invaluable contribu-
tion in protecting these children in the war orphanages that
éhe has established. These children need the teaching that
the Church has to offer to replace the horrors of war with

a faith in God that will result in vital Christian living,
It was further seen that there is great need for medical aid,
The missionaries have stayed with the refugees through the
heartbreaking events of the war; and have not only ministered
to their physical needs, but have also brought them face to
face with spiritual realities. The people are ready to re-
spond to Christianity and are asking to hear the Gospel
message. It was alsoc discovered that the basis for the re-
construction plan for Chinat's national life is the new west-
ward outlook., The moving and establishing of industries in
the West and the improving of agricultural methods create

an opportunity for the Church to identify itself with the
everyday life of the people. The materialistic outlook on
l1ife on the one hand and the spiritual hunger on the other
hand challenge the Church to step in and to share in the
establishment of the economic 1life of the people of the
West by creating contacts for planting Christianity in their
midst.

There is great opportunity, it was found, for
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expanding the Church. The native people of West China,
together with those who-have migrated from the East, are
awakened to the Christian Gospel as never before. The
self-sacrificing'spirit of the missionaries and thevdeep
faith of many of the refugees are contributing factors in
the new interest and responsiveness to Christianity. A

new attitude toward Christianity is seen among the students,
Their westward migration has meant the quickening of their
realization of their part in recomnstructing West China and
in providing a new educational opportunity for those of the
West. With the students asking for Christianity, the doors
are open for student evangelism. It was also found that the
mission schools for children have been reduced because of
lack of funds and of trained leadership. These children are
the future leaders of China and the need for bringing these
children to Christ and for the developing of Christian
character is great.,

It was further seen that because of the backward
and antiquated state of conditions in the West, the Church
had made but small advancement and the converts had been
few in number. In the near future the character of the
" work will be creative, formative, and foundational, and
for this work a large percentage of trained missionaries will
be needed, The native leadership is insufficient and thus
the present need for missionaries is even greater at the

present time. The numerous opportunities for the service
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of the Church demand more leaders and an extension of the
Church's program. In order to create an indigenous Church
the miésionaries aré needed to train nationals to assume
responsibility and leadership in the development of the
Church., There is great need for the development of a
strong Chinese ministry in the development of a new China.
In this crucial hour these effects of the war and migration
are creating new opportunities for the Christian Church to
plant Christianity in the midst of this great nation, In
turn these new opportunities create enlargedAdemands upon

the program of the Church.
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CHAPTER IV
ADAPTATION OF THE PROGRAM OF~THE CHURCH IN CHINA

A, Introduction

The unprecedented opportunity for the Church to
minister to the millions now in West China, as seen in the
foregoing chapter, has created great demands on its program.
The rapid development of the West, brought about through
the migration of many of the industrial, governmental, and
educational classes, has resulted in the new awakening of
the people of these Western provinces. The national leaders
are thinking not only of rebuildihg West China, but also
of reconstructing the entire nationalvlife. No longer can
China be criticized for lack of unity. Because of the war
and the migration the various sections of China have been
drawn closer together. This national unity has been most
costly but has become the means of consolidating the national
effort in the reconstruction program which is under way in
West China., At this strategic time it was of grezt value
that the Christian Churéh could also present a united front
in order to meet adequately the unparalleled opportunity
in view of the fact that the Church of Christ in China had
been organized a number of years before. Due to the united
effort of the Church it was possible to undertake a program

of expansion in order to meet the great demands creatéd by

-81-
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the war and migration to West China, ’

At the beginning of the Japanese aggression the
united and active Christian Church'wés increasingly concerned
with the various phases of the rapidly developing national
life of West China and was attempting to minister to the
various needs of the people.l In order to discover the ad-
aptation that the Church has made in its program, this chap—
ter will deal with the enlarged program of social service
including relief work, medical work, industrial work, agri-
cultural aid, the enlarged proéram of Christian‘education
among the church membership, among youth, and among children,

and the enlarged program of leadership training.

B. An Enlarged Program of Social Service

1, The Program of Relief Work

_ Ihrough the avenue of social service the Church
has been able tb enlarge her program to relieve suffering

and to minister to those undergoing great hardships. This
service has taken many forms and has adapted itself to the
particular needs of the various communities. It was nec-
essary first of all to maintain refugee camps and receiving
statlons where shelter and free meals were given 1o thousands
of children and adults. Not only was it necessary to provide

1. Cf. Ballou: op., cit., p. 110,
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food and clothing but a program of rehabilitation for thou-
sands of refugees had to be develowed. Ways and means were
found to assist as many refugees as possible to become self-
supporting and thus to strengthen the morale of the people
-~ by making it unnecessary for them to be the recipients of
direct relief over a long period of time.l
The enlargement of the program of social service
has also ihcluded work among the "warphans,!" the large number
of children left without parents and the equally large number
who had to be cared for in refugee centers because their
parents had no means of supporting them. Thousands of chil-~-
dren have been given shelter, food, and cldthing. In some

cases provision has been made for supervised play, and where

adequate facilities have been available, schools have been

set up.z

2., The Program of Medical Work

After the provision for food and clothing and
shelter had been made, the next consideration was medical
service., Due to the fact that a large proportion of the
population had become homeless and destitute, with conse-
quent inroads on health, provision had to be made for medi-
cal aid. This the Church proceeded to do by setting up
clinics, first aid stations, emergency hospitals, and train-

[ 3 [ 4 L4 L] * ]

1. ¢f, Price and Wu: op. eit., pp. 147-156.
2., Cf. May-ling Soong Chiang: op. cit., pp. 269-275,
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ing centers in health education. Much of this work was done

by means of mobile units where free treatment was afforded

to thousands of destitute civilians. These units aided in
preventing epidemics by promoting inoculations against

cholera and vaccinations against smallpox and malaria, While *
the army medical service has been active in caring for

Chinese soldiers, the demands have been overwhelming and the
need for further help has been great, To this end, in the
first year of the war, the National Christian Service Council

For Wounded Soldiers in Transit was organized.l

3. The Program of Industrial Work and Agricultural Aid

One of the chief contributions the Church has been
able to make has been in the assistance 1t has given in the
development of the economic life of the people. Because
many of the Christian leaders of the Church have entered
the field of economics and have wielded great personal in-~-
fluence in this sphere, the Church has made a great contribu-
tion to the industrial development of West China. Much of
the history of industrial cooperatives is built around out-
standing Christian pergonalities\who, pecause of their de-~
votion to the cause of Christ have given their time and
talents to the building up of this phase of*thna's national
life. Some of these leaders have establfshed industrial

L] ® . L3 * .

1. ¢f. Constance M. Hallock: op. cit., pp. 7-12; Price
and Wu: op. cit., p. 149. :
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cooperatives, others have founded training schools for
future leaders in China's industry; thus the Church has in-
directly motivated the ﬁolicies underlying Chinat's in-
dustrial development. Likewise throughmtheacontribution of
Christian leaders the Church has assisted in giving agricul-
tural aid.l The missiénary has often been the most highly
trained agricﬁlturalist in a community and becauée‘of his
ability in this particular field, he has been able to
assist in a practical way not only in improving present
éituations, but in suggesting ways and means for future
growth and improvement thfbugh greater utilization of the
available land, effective planning of crop rotation and

soil improvement.2

C. An Fnlarged Program of Christian Education

1. Christian Education Among the Church Membership

One of the immediate outcomes of the war and mi-
gration has béeh the unparalleled growth of local congrega-
tions. Churches have been crowded beyond capacity with
people standing at the doors and others listening outside
in the streets.® The educational facilities have been in-

* L e ® ® [ ]

1. ¢f. Price and Wu: op. cit., pp. 80-85; T. H. Sun:
op. cit., pp. 500,501, ,

2. Cf. Lautenschlager: Far West in China, pp. 26-36.

3. Cf., Constance M, Hallock: op. cit., p. 28.
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adequate to care for the inecreasing numbers of-the church
congregations, The leadership in these Churches has been
far too small to-meet the growing demandé. In order to

meet this unprecedented opportunity the Churéh has set up
printing presses’fo;‘the publication of Christian literaturs,
books, tracts, posters, and Sunday School materials. It

has also promoted various types of evangelistic work among
the masses and has established home Sunday Schools and train-
ing classes for church members, Evening meetings, both for
adults and children, have been held in rural communities.
There are still vast areas without a single Christian which
ére now being opened up by these many new influences and

which still wait for the coming of a missiOnary.l

2. Christian Education Among the Students

Because of the thousands of students who have
traveled to West China and because ofkthéir new attitude of
earnest inquiry, the Church has had to expand its program
to include student activities. Special mass meetings have
been held for the purpose of interpreting Christianity. In
many schools lectures and discussion groups have been spon-
sored which-have resulted in a new welcome for Christianity.
A "Know Christianity Movement'" has been begun and many
students have been enlisted in various fields of service

e & e e e @

1. ¢f. Price and Wu: op. cit., pp. 111-122.
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through the efforts of the Church, At the request of the
students Bible classes have been introduced even in govern-
ment univérsities and Chinese students are now ready to

hear about Christ and to follow Him as never before, Student
Centers have been organized Whicﬁ provide books and maga- ‘
zines and afford Christian feilowship with other likeminded
students. Fach summer opportunity is given for students to
assist with constructive service projects and many students
have volunteered to assist in educational work, public
health, and agricultural development. Often this assistance
has been given at great personal sacrifice.! An immeasurable
service the Church has been rendering the students is through
the channel of the Student Summer Conference. In these con-
ferences the Christian philosophy of ;ife is foétered and
opportunity is given for leadership training. Much work has
been done in student evangelism in the Ashrams. Students
have overflowed these popular assemblies in their eagermess

to know more about Christian truth,®

3B Christian Education Among the Children

One of the great avenues of service of the Church
is that of the mission schools. Because of the high
standards these schools maintain and because of the caliber
of the teaching staff, they have become pioneers in further-

*» ¢ o e o o

1., Cf. Roy: op. cit., pp. 37-40 :
2. Cf. Price and Wu: op. cit., pp. 125-133;
Lautenschlager: op.cit., pp. 37-48,



-68-

ing the education of China's children. It is‘largely

through the support of the Church that these schools are
maintained. It is the Church that has taken the initiative
in proﬁiding ﬁhe necessary leadership for these centers'of
education. Iven in the government schools, particularly
since the beginning of the war, the authorities have asked
the Church to develop Christian character education for the
children. In spite of inadééuate funds and leadership, the
Sunday School remains the‘greatest agency for the religious
education of the children. These Sunday Schools havevbeen
organized in churches, schools, homes, or evenwin vacant

lots in West China as in other parts of theAcountry. In

this way they are ablé to reach many thousands‘and at present
there are more puplls than can be accommodated. In additionm,
the West China Branch of the National Committee for Christ;an
Religious Education is prbviding Interdenominational train-
ing institutes and is stimulating therdistribution of more

religious education material among the children.l

D. An Enlarged Program of Leadership Training

1. The Training of Missionaries

Because of the new awakening in every phase of
China's national 1life, there has been created a demand for
more competent ;eadership than ever before, The Church has

. . L ] L 4 L] L
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recognized this enlarged demand and has made provision for
the more. specialized training for those who go as repre-
sentatives of the Christian cause in foreign fields. Not
only have the requirements been changed, but the curriculum
itself has undergone great changes. In this training a
thorough Bible course holds a central‘place,-supplemented
by speciai-courses in various phases of missi6n~work. Thus,
future missionary leadership no longer receives merely |
general education and training. Instead, each missionary
becomes a professionally trained ﬁorker in a particular

1 For example, a school that

field of missioﬁary endeavor,
gives an agricultural course for‘missionaries has already
been established in Cornell University. The main idesg of
this is to fit the missionary to function'more definitely
in the rural regions and to place in his hands an instru-
ment by which he can get into the life of the farmers., Thus
he opens the way for evangelistic work and aids in increas-
ing farm production and bettering the quality of the grain
and produée. ‘Naturally this is being done dn'the mission
field itself and is bringing about a greater ablility of the

missionaries to teach national workers and thus create a

national leadership.2

1. Cf. Ballou:. op. cit., pp. 196-200,
2. Cf., Hallock: op. cit., pp. 51-55,
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2. The Training of Nationals

Perhaps the greatest contribution the missionary
makes in the field of his work is the training of indigenous

leadership. This is one of the most hopeful aspects in the

work of the Church in West China today. Everywhere there

is being developed in the younger churches a leadership
not only well trained to assume responsibility in the'care
of church membership, but, because of their understanding
of their own people - their ways, their customs, and modes
of thinking - often able to interpret the message of Chris-
tianity in a far more effective way than a foreign leader
can possibly do.} Most of the success in the future will
be determined largely by the kind of.leadership training
that is given the national workers in the Church progfam
today, and those who are furthering this phase of the work
of the Church are making an eternal contribution to the

work of the Kingdom.g

E. Summary

As a result of the migration, it was discovered,
a new awakening of the people of West China has taken place.
A new spirit of national unity has developed and has helped_
to further the reconstrucﬁion program which is now underway.

* L] [ ] L ] L2 L] L

1, Cf., Hallock: op. cit., pp. 56-52.
2, Cf. Price and Wu: op. cit., pp. 185-187.
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It was further seen that the united effort of the Church
made it possible for the expansion of her program in order
to meet the urgent needs of the people.

Because of the destitute condition of many refugeesg
it was foﬁnd;,the Church could reach the hearts of these
people by an enlarged program of social service. Refugee
camps were established, provision of food and clothing was
made, and a program of rehabilitation was begun., It was
found, too, that the relief work included the establishment
of war orphanages, providing shelter; food and clothing,
and a Christian atmosphere of love for many thousands of
"warphans", The enlarged program of social service was
further found to include extensive medical work to care for
the wounded soldiers, for refugees who were either wounded
or had contracted diseases from insufficient nourishment
and clothing, and for thousands of civilians, It was also
seen that cooperation with the program of industrial and
agricultural development has created many cbﬁtacts for
evangelism and that”Christian leaders have been prominent
in this development of the economic life of the people.

It was discovered that the enlarged program of
expansion included all types of Christian educational work
for the church membership. Student evangelism, lectures,
Bible classes, special mass meetings have been a part of
this program of expansion., The educational and Christian

educational program for children has been extended to meet
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the pressing demands on the Church's program,

It was further seen that—the program of training
leadership is being enlarged to include a thorough Bible
training and specialized vocational training for miésionaries
- and an increased development of a national leadership in
oréér to build up a more adequate church in China. There
are many demands that are still unmet, but the Church is

rapidly expanding her program to meet these demwands.



GENERAL SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS



GENERAL SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

It has been the purpose of this thesis to show
how the program of the Church in China has been affected
by the migration and the subsequéntVdevelopment of West
China, It was necessary, first, to see the background of
the land of West China, its history and culture, the land
itself, and the people, as they were before this great
migration took place. In this study the backward condition
of these people was discovered, as well as their reticence
to take on new things from the Western world. Their in-
difference or antagonism to foreigners made the spread of
Christianity very difficult.

A study of. the migration has brought out several
significant factors in the development of China's new West.,
The Nationaiist Government moved its headquarters to Chung-
king in the province of Szechwan. While this part of the
country had been remote and inaccessible and sparsely
populated, now there are millions of Chinese people who
have transplanted their industriéé and their institutions,
This migrafion of many of the‘industrial, governmental and
educational pgasses has created“a great awakening among the
natives of the Western provinces. The Industrialization
of the West has been a means of providing thousands of
refugees -the opportunity to become self-supporting. In-

cluded in the migration have been a largé_number of schools
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and colleges which, bombed out of their former locations
in East China, have moved to the West.

The study of the effect of the migration on the
Church's program revealed great demands for expansion. The
development of the Western provinces presents a great re-
sponsibility and opportunity for the missionary. The fine
loyalty andwsacrificial service of the missionaries during
the war have won the hearts of the people. Not only are the
missionaries welcomed and given unreserved cooperation, but
they are greatly needed there. The Church has found a great
field of service in relief work for the countless numbers of
refugees and "warphans" who were destitute. Another door
of opportuntiy for the work of the Churqh has opened through
the medical service of the missionaries.kLikewise, in the
development of the economic life of the people of Wést China,
the Church is faced with great possibi}itieé for Christian
Evangelism, It was found that there is great opportunity
for enlarging the church membership as the people are so
receptive to and eager for the message of Christianity.' There
has emerged a new attitude among the students toward Chris-
tianity. They are asking for the message of Christ and have
realized their new-responsibility in the development of West
China. The need for reaching the children in an enlarged
Christian education program is very great., It was further
seen that there is need for specially trained missionaries

as West China will in the future be one of the most important
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centers of missionary-service. The development of a strong
national leadership will be an imporf;nt extension made in
- the Church{é program.

To meet these demands, it was discovered, the
Church bas already made many adaptations in her program and
is enlarging her work as much as possible. The unity that
has developed in Chinat's national life chal;enges the
Church to unity in her evangelistic program. The program
of social service has been enlarged to reach refugees in
providing for their immediate needs and in helping them to
become established, and to care for the "warphans" in pre-
serving their lives in war orphanages. The medical service
to wounded soldiers, refugees and civilians has brought
about a great responsiveness to the message of Christianity.
Christian assistance in the establishmwent of the economic
life of the people has created maﬁy contacts for evangelism,

It was also found that the program of Christian
education has been extended to include classes and evangel-
istic campaigns, literature and Sunday School materials,
and home Sunday Schools and training for classes for church
members. The student program has been extended to include
government institutions and offers various opportunities
for student service and growth in the Christian life. The
educational program, both Christian and secular, has been
extended., It was further seen that the program of leader-~

ship training has been enlarged totwain the missionaries
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at home and the nationals in the various necessary fields
in order to take advantage of more of the opportunities and
. demands that face the Church in China today.

As a result of this study a few conclusions may
be drawn. Probably. the greatest migration in history has
-taken place as a résult of Japanese invasion, and has caused
a great awakening of the backward provinces of West China.
_There has resulted an unparalleled awakening and response
to Christianity which has created great Opportunities and
demands for ekpansiop of the Church's program., Leadership
is inadequate for the carrying on of this expansiogw?rog;am.
Specialized training for missionaries is being_emphééized,
but there is greater need for training of national leader-
ship, Such training must include prépération for both
practical and evangelistic work. - There is unprecedented
opportunity for evangelism among the refugees and among
groups as yet untouched. Not only are the children and
youth responsive to Christianity, but there has been a
widespread opening ub of the adult mind tc the message of
the Church, New opportunities are afforded the Church for
immeéiafe evangelism df the adult classes, and an enormous
“harvest of Christians should be reaped from this group. It
is evident that through its ministry to physical suffering
and spiritual needs, the Christian Church in China is now

more welcomed, respected, and appreciated than ever before,
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That very fact indicates that, though much has been done,
only a beginning has been made and that in spite of,almost

insurmountable obstacles the Church must go forward.
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