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Even a our$ory glance throagh 1~e l~•t twelve 

1eaU$S ot ;'Christian Itduoat1on 't which covers "he lo.at 

three years, or the 1ssues tram the unme pel:'iod ot time 

ot tiielisious }.l;duc~tion' would awaken one to the. tact that 

Ch~istian educators are becoraing inoreaeingly aware ot th~ 

intlu.enoe tll~t secular eduoation has made upon their own 

ecboola or departments ot relig1tuh Althouah Eaany schools 

and d.epartmentli exist in the na.-ne ot religion. tew, it any, 

are doing a ver-r thorou.gh job ot groun41tll! . their :tou th in, 
- ' 

a cona1stently Ghr1st1an philosophy ot lite which per•a~tes 

ever~ realm ot e~r1enoe. 

t'lf the 'hi&he:~? e4u.oatton• ~·· h.aa no more Gha:'ist14t.n1t;y 
itt it than the mere label, •Ghr1st1an.', on Wl education 
wh1oh is just as aeou.ltlr without the le.bel, we will be 
guilty ot dwble talk when we seem to aey that a mere 
label changes the subatanoe ot the thing to which it 1& 
externally attached.n 1. 

In a letter sent bJ an undergraduate of one ot 

our great Eastern univertd.t1as to the pr&sident ot tllat 

insti tut1on, we hiiiV& the rteh10gn1 tion ot this probl.!!tm 

poignantly expressed, After a ae:ries ot t>ert:tnent and 

searching questions, he .mtikes tbe following charge: 

••••••• 
l. W .. H. Greever: 1'Soo1al Jtudies in Christian liigher 

Eduoa1i.1on*f, Christian ll!du.oation.. September 1945, p. 25. 



«'J?ersonaUy, I t~il to tlnderst!ind how you., or an1 
othar colle-ge preaid$nt, oaa expect ua to become 
ardent Cbriatians end dem.oorata when the vital poa• 
tulat~uJ on which these ta1 ths are supposed to rest 
are daily undenrdned in the oluasroom. « 1. 

'lhe entil!'e ta.rtiole 1a well wolo"th read1n~, having been re• 

printed in n:u.sN masaz111• and in special pamphlet fora by 

tiheaton College. 

Th$ problem is, ~hen, what bas been and is being 

done by Chrietiell eduont():ra to cope with the C\urrent ot 

seoulrn.•iam t®nd in ph1loaopb1es and textboou, so as to 

give their J~th a secure, intellectual, Christian pbilo

aoplli' of llfe. The tact that tbia ·problem 1a being widely 

recognirtied was si ven a.aded torce when an article appeal."ing · 

in a small Ohio n$wspaper report$d a~e of tho statements 

ot objectives ot the newly inaugurated preaUlent ot a local 

ohuroh related t;)OUeg0• 

l'f\!e will earnestly strive to ··ins1iill witbin tbr;u~;. 
the neoessitJ tor a Christian philoaopby ot lite. 
• •• t4o oon.tl.tot betw•en sound soholt:irshi.p and a 
healthy ph11Qsoph7f exista or need exist. u:c. lfox 
urged the faculty t~ be.w:Ltneasee tor Cb:r1at in the 
oltusaraom0 on 1Jbe oanlmts. in :t~lit~ioua and student 
activities .. in tact, in Ul assoo1at1ons. 11 a. 

'The: ton is lilliddle•siaed (S5p000 popula:t1on), the school 

comparatively small (4~0 emtoll.ment>. but l:ua:rte also thi~ 

probl&m .1s being ·:reo~iaftd wtd .met. 

1. AnOUJftlOUS .(Introduot1on by Dorothy ThO!tf.paon.) 1 ladies• 
BMe · J'ournal, Ju.ne. 1941. 

a. Morning Repnblioan. ~ept~er 16; 1947, p.s. 



~eou1urism will be used to mean the 41vo~~ of 

exPer1enoe ed lmowl.$.qe from a the1st1o 1:nterp1·et~t1on. 

The t0rm secular·ism 11$ being tls"d ru.ther t.h~tt •eou.lariza• 

tion, tor 1 t dea1sna.tes mo:r'e 'Uhan an event or prooeeru it 

deatsnatea a ta1th1 the taith that experience and truth 

are qu1 te indepen~ent of tJod• that 'the aoqu1r1ns ot know• 

led('$e :need not be rel.nted to theistic dogm.a.l However• 

not t~ll who are under the intluenC.hl ot tb.a t tai tb are of 

that .t&i tb• even a~ not all who ~~.x-e under tbtJ intluenoe ot 

Cl:lr14lrt16n1 t:r are Chr1·6 t1an6-: 

Christian education. will be used to mean all. 

atte~pta to Oh~ist1ant~e GduQat1on, to relate knowledge 

and exper1&nC$ ~o the Christian view. 

t11£4uoat1on 1s growt~b in and 'through experience. 
Bl®cation beoom~s rel1f~iou.s when it re~o~iZe$ th* 
controlling plaoa ot tb.e Divine. Education becornes 
Christian when it reoogniaes the :Oivine as ~e· 
vealed in our Lord ~nd Savioar Josu~ Chr1at.n 2 

•rhe commm1 conception ot r"$l1gious or Ohrist1an education 

is tro.1n1ne in r&Ugious taa"tors. The broader meaning ot 

'$he term will ;;~ em.ployEJfi. t~:.:ou.ghoo t this the.~ i a~ 

It is recogni~ad that the scope will or neoes• 

s1 tJ bti ln:rg«.h :t:here:tortJt the tre~tment 1,1r!ll nQt he de• 

~······ 
1. ct. Frederick t~e$t: Ohri,tian1 ty and Org~mi~ed l>~duoa• 

· t1on. P• lua. 
2. ~~e Hel1g1ous lliduc~tion Committ~ot the Old 11rst 

Pr~sbyterian Obureh. 



tailed or minute, wt will be r~ters OOIAprahens1ve, g1v1ns 

1!npressions and ou:tUnett. In prt~Jaentins th$ attempts to 

meet the problem, there ia no olai1n of beiq exb.auati ve, 

bt1t tihe moat dol'.dnant and ropreaelltative Christian organ1• 

zat1ona nave been chosen. 

Various field$ of learnins will b~ referred to 

only as ~beJ give aupporting $Videnoe ~o the problem. 

1\uther. attention will be drawn to the philosopbJ l;v1ns 

beneath the fields and tor~ng the interpretBtive uhurac

ter oi' eaoh. 

This study ooulu cover the year." -since O.tar1st•s 

birth. But our attention will ~e toeu.a$4 upon the proble11 

oh1etly as 1 t has f!l"Od in the United States. :W.storioal 

background. wil~ be examined in t.l!'d.En:o to u.nders tand better 

the proble~ toda11 that ia, bJ watohing the problem as it 

germina t~d and Oa:tiie to tru.1 lion • even aa we find it in 

eduoe.tion now. 

'lhE> very tact tll;'lt sa m.>.:i.Oh is bein£t wri ttan on 

the probl~Htl is one indioatimt ot 1ta signitioanoe, not 

onl1 in religioua aduoa tion, but tn secul.a:t e.s wel.l. 

"i'lithin aeoular education there is a gowiq note 
ot ·tear tha., the li,b.4Jrtil. i;m.d htU!lEUte arts are slid• 
i~g downhill, tealf· tha" the pu:rposel~~.uanesa and 
uncertainty pervade ita own ranks. 'rhr.n~e is sue• 
p1oion ~boot the val.iditl ot tbe f.$eoulfu• J~:rq~em 
ot eduoation, with its denial ot ebaalute spirituel 



spiritual reality outside and beyond human wisdom.n l 

It is signitiount to the Christian educator 

because. he alone stands to meet the problem. And according 

to the many voices we het1r ~om Christian colleges and 

alumni, the attempts to meet the problem have not been 

adequate~ It is significant to the human race of the 

Atom1o age because the answer of' ho'h to control the newly 

acquired knowledge of atomic power has not come from ita 

own ranks. It would seem that Materialism itself looks 

about tor an answer to its own dilemma, 2 Tm Christian 

knows that only as man relates his knowledge to God does 

he maintain a true and balanced perspective to life. 

"Only knowledge and understanding which is based on 
the Scriptures is true knowledge, and the only know• 
ledge acceptable to the Christian." :5 

D. Prooeaure 

The rise and growth of secularism in .ta.merioa 

will be treated front a historical point ot view in the 

first chapter. The second chapter sill be a. statement of 

seeularistll as it exists in American educational institutions 

today, The third chapter will show its influence on 

Christian education and the various attempts that are being 

made to meet the problem • 

••••••• 
l. Sherman Barnes; "0an Secular Education Inspire tbe 

Veterans?" Christian Education• September, 1945. 
2. Ibid. 
3, Cornelius Jaarsma; Wheaton Alumni News, December, 1947. 





1Vhen our countey was founded, 1 t was by godl;r 

men who wanted their children to hnv~ a ~odly eduuation. 

uwe err wl'u~n we stfJI 1hat the p1l.ir1nls came; to America 
setJking religious freedom. To a certain $Xtent they 
enjoyed that l.ibel:'ty in Holland. It would be m.o:rG 
accurate to say that they oa~ to .t~meritui seeking an 
opportunity to a1ve to their children the k1~d Qf 
religious education that na Uipt>Bs1ble either .i:t1 
Holland or in l~gland. vt l. 

Beea.usa of the meager financial a tu t"tUi of the piJ.sr1u and 

their earl1 dasoendanta. the t1r$t ettorts at public e4u• 

cation wore small and labol"e4. Su'bjoot matter consisted 

ot only the easential.s. Textbooks were tew. !feaoner.s 

war-a .strict. Bu'G there was a w.bolesomenfuut and vigor of 

those early 8choola which oau.ee ua to look beck: t1pon thera 

w1 tb great pride, it not certain wistfulness. 1'\heir 

graduates W$re tlle men of courage and 'Vision who brw~ht 

our nation into matur1t1 and re$peot which have remained 

u.nt:tl these da)"rh Wllat tl~e:n were the candi t1ons whioh 

brout.tht about tbe eeoularir&tition of educdt1on which exists 

today:? 

1. Ola:rence Benson: A ll1stor;v ot Christian idu.eat:lon, 
P• 100. 



The first schools in America were founded by 

the early colonists r:1a soon n• -;bey had estttbli.t;lhed th.eel• 

selves on the new continent, tor they reoGgn1zed the 1raw< 

portaaoe ot euuoat1on in tha develOl)ment of their child• 

ren and resu.ltantly ot thetr oau.ntr:~. J3ut this ecb.toatiorl 

was backed b1 a strong C:J:lri.stitUl phil.oaopby on the t>arts 

~t parent and te~cher alike • 

.. The colonists tu:ou.ght with th~m the con'fiotion th&llt 
religion was tundament~-~l 1n 8(1ucat1on ~nd th.a.t tl:u~re
fore edu.ou:U.on ~hould . be s.naped and controlled by the 
church ••• Jet oombined with a municipal re3pons1b1• 
lit;r. .Also the ~l'l!'eat reformers 'themael"fee, •speoi&ll.y 
wther and Calvin, contended 'th~lt., in ordttr to make 
education U.ll.:l:versal.. the state should at l.:i~:.St estnb• 
l1sh, 1t no't ooatrlJl 'ih$ ay~tem.. !l l 

:t'he only books in Am.erioa in tlluse ea~l;v Je~rs 

were those brought by the oolon1ats fro~ the homeland. 

~early all ot these were religioua 1n nuture. In the 

majo:t·i ty ot l~ew ~land nomes the O&teehtam• Psalter. 

~.rfJ$\t~m.ent and Bible w~re .tlle or.tlY books. ln sollool thfJ 

Hol!"nboc.k •~s used for tettohing tbe alptH~bet. In 1 t w&re 

11lle Apostle*s Ore~d and the Lord'a ?rarer. These were to 

be mtu~ter'$d to enable the stu.dt~Jnt to re~:Hl the Bible. tater 

the l~ew England .t>rimer suptu.~seded tbis. lie:ri!in lay 

••••••• 



the 6S$!111lt1a1a: tbe alphabet; vowels and oonaon~u1t$; 

capitals &nd small letters. easy syllables tor ohild~en• 

the Lord's Prayer, the ,a,postlea' Olteed, the Shorter Oate

ch1sia; the aooatult ot the martyrdom ot lobn. Rogers· and a 

dialo~e be,waon Christ; Youth end tb8 Devil• lightr• 

seven pe.l•eeii-; of th1a book was t$elected tro~ tbG Bible.l 

Thus Wtl Ge~ tba.t tbe Bible itself was :replaced with text• 

books oonte:Lnlng 'PRrts ot and tru tha corloarning the Bible. 

It is to be kept in mind thti.t these werG ~ubl1~. net 

pr1vat$ schools. 

2. Educational Philosophy 

~be relationship between textbooks and philo• 

aoph7 1a close in any 1nstance1 e.s close as tlle rain is 

to the flower. 

"ltor deoadetf th0 Bible• tne J?aalter. and the New 
England Primer were the onlJ elementar;r school. 
b"oks in early liew ~ngltUld ..... ae3ardltUU1 ot archa1o 
methods at inBtruot1on ~d Furi,~n propog~nda, •oral 
and relig1~s valuea were tunda~ental both in intent 
and content ot th$ ed.ttoational pro~m." a 

Phi.losopbi~a were conceived not only through 

t&xtbook:s• but also thrOtJ.gb the nome and 'the teuoher, tor 

in tb.oae days the honte was the core ot sooiety. !!\a.:rly 

New mngland waa intenaely religious: the people belie~ed 

that eduoat:lon wt::r.a essential to relision tU.ui that rel.i• 

sion (or God} was the end of man. tiaturUllly, 1lh11.d,; 

••••••• 
l• Ot. Benson: op. ott., P• 107. 
2. 1Vest: op. ott., P• lea. 



1 

education WO<.lld be gGa%"$d to Obri.&tian pr1no1ple.lh A 

noteworthy example of this .f~:u.Jt Wttlll the pu.blie sohool 

system at Jlew York City. 

"Up to l '175 tbe elemen·taey aohoole ot NGW YO"rk 
OttJ we~ toaterEK\ bJ the ioaiety to:tr the Pr'OPQ• 
sat1ou. of th.Q Goapel.n 1 . 

With the teaching ot the Biblical aonoepta,ot 

, tnf) ,.._lue ot th:e ind~viduf;l, th~ responsibili tJ ot choice, 

tb.e 1ntrins1o worth of raor».la, and tho aim and end ot 

e:d.stence, thture d~Yfiloped in each st;ud~nt a devot1on to 

r1snt, to just1ee1. to freedom. It Wt:ls 1n theae 4~ya that 

aeourity wae tound in ap1r1tu~l rather than ma~e~ial 

things. It was upon these toundatio11a that Otllr nation was 

built and began to ~X"Olh 

rt~he common sohoola ot those days bad a high 
J'ellgious and moral tune and turned out great 
men and women who made the na'tion graat.n 8 

I 

~he old.est ina ti tu. tiona of hil~her l.efirntng 1n 
.t\Jneriea Wel\e tou.nded p:L9irnur1ly to train reli• 
31008 leaders." a 

As has aa~ady been noted, religion tras considered tlle end 

••••••• 
1. ~m. B. Aspinwall: 

P• 181. 
a. w. irJ. Fleming; God 1n ,ou.r Public 
~·. 'i~eat: op. ·oit,., P•· 157~· 



Qt man, and the~otol"$ Wtta given tile ut~ost respect. It. 

wBa very ~tu~al that the eolon!sta should want thoir ~st 

:re~peote4 le.f;;dara. to b~. well edu.ca ted. And it these 

1nst1 tuti!lna of nigher le~r:nit4B existed pri~~I·il.;v tor 

tru1n1ng Ohriati~tU!l• it is only 1og1c~l thnt the training 

be tr!J'llt e. GW!"iatiM point or 'View. But we nGed not depend 

upon log1o. 1U$t a look at· two ot our &ireatest un1VEU.1'• 

s1 ties at their birth will Ertlbatuntiate thia aonol.usion. 

A l'~ew "!(lJ:>k paper ran this ad.vartis~ent at the opening or 
King• l5l Oolle6• (now Ool.umbia t1Il1Vf.ars1 ty b 

"The eh1Gt thing tl'Uit is arrlveo at in tn.is C{)llegtt 
1a to t$e.'ch and to t.tl16.~l~ children to know God 1n 
Christ lesus, to love and aer'Ve Him in all a,obriety, 
aodl1nesa, and riclmees ot lite with a pure he~~rt 
aDA willins m11\d1 and to tl"'ain tb.~JA up in aU vir· 
1uous hab1 ta &n4 aU such us•tul knowlod.~te as rMY 
render them· creditable to their ta~1l1$a and 
tr1ell4s, ornaments to their oouutey,, m:td u.eeful to 
tbe pu'blic weal. in oau." g$.ttel:'!lt1on • .,, .-. · 

i~ fO\Ul«; minister• Jobn iianard, donated three hundred 

vol~unee trom his own library to found the libr~ry ot 
tot... . d 2 
.u~rv.t~r· • 

lWhat was said ot tex1ibooks of "he <t.llt)il\ent~ry 

school ia trae al$0 ot the oolleg$ ot theea days~ they 

wer~ ot Biblioal 0011'tent and 1:n,~nt, civing I':iae to a 

Ohri:.rtian philoso-phy which permeated their l.i ves. 

That 1uner1can ins\1 tutiona ot b:t~~er learning 

••••••• 
lo Benson, . op. cit. • P• 1.06~.-
2. Ibid• 



began with theistic oonoepts is obvious. The way in 

which those oonoepts changed will later be studied. 

D. We.stward Development .of Education 

l. Elementary Education. 

As America began to develop westward, the edu

cational policy of the colonists was extended thither, 

still wi·th just as strong conviction as it had started in 

the East, for the founders were new emigrants who like• 

wise cherished and upheld their religious convictions. 

•'The middle colonies were settled by religious 
refugees from Bolland, France, Scotland, Germany, 
etc. They brought with them strong denominational 
oonviotions... They held to the tu.ndamental 
principles ot the Reformation, namely, that the 
Bible should be the ru.le of faith and lite, that 
.1 t should there tore be read by everyone1 aid

1
. that 

it should be taught in elementary sohoo s. 

a. Textbooks. 

Even the textbooks were the same as those used 

in the earlier schools. 

"The l'Jew F..ngland :Primer was the book ~ainly used 
in those early schools... In 1770 l~. Cameron 
said in the Illinois State Constitution Convention: 

·'Custom has generally established the Bible in our 
public schools.• Wherever the school went, the 
Bible went , essential in public education. tt 2 

... ~· ..... 
1.. Bo)'er: op. o it., P• 3'78. 
2. Fleming: op. cit., P• 37. 



b. Philosophy·~t Gduoution. 

With the sa~e textbooks and 11 new X"el1g1ou.s 

seal, which was the.no~l 1i'$aOt1on ot the new emigrants, 

together w1 th the policy adopted trotrt ~:lew ~ngland or a 

ooutnat1on state ~u1d church CO:iltrol ot eJchools, the 

pbiloeophy and general. O:f';:tan1zation Of the Middln W$at 

schools ftre a oon:tinuat1·on. o! 'he policies ot the .R&at. 

~ Al1ka in I'Uri t~n lil$llr :~r.tgland, 1n orthodox Per.&n• 
sylvania and Delawaro, and in'tne·cnurohly south, 
the pl."ov1nce.a ot rolig1oll and e~overnnmnt, though 
not cotUl1Hld 14ant1oal. .. cont1n;ttt~lly everren eaoh 
other." l . 

By thtJ time hi~her sdttoetion developed in the 

West •. the oonoept ot stnte schools had m.t:ilter16l.1$ed, tuld 

there was. a definite aepat"tit1o.n ot oh\u.•ch and state. How• 

~ver, rell81on at~l.l pla17e4 a major ~ole in the lite ot 

th• ooll&~&G• 

'*Religion wa~ ala() protU.nent 1n tb.ose di.'~YS• r.rhe 
school of higb~r ler~Hlng that ehitJs at nothing · 
b'~t t rellsion 1a u m..odern 1nnove.t1ut\•. • In the 
trn1V$~s1t;; ot Virgitlir~, the Univ~ufsit:; ot Miobi .... 
gan, and the Uni vorui ty· ot !llinoia , rel1a1on 
had proznttent parts und a·ttellda.no~ a·t 4a1lf · 
chapel wa" com.pulaory.n 2 · 

'fhu.a we el!lla that 1:n all. phtuses ot eduoe.1U.on i.n 

thG tt>~tive period ot fl)U.r.countrJ, the:re w$)j!a an under• 

· l. :i?W.l.l.1ps Brooka i i~as~:iiYS tu1d .~~li.drnsees, lh 520. 
2. ~leming: OPt cit., P• 40. 



Dtru:-ins the nt:uete~tmtb: centu.ry a peat social 

change took place in At®rioa. Val"'i.OUS ;1'e,tett>1:"8 in. society 

had tremendous 1~:npaot upon the edno~ tional policie• ot 

these sobools. It :La 1rapoaa1ble to point to :::my one of 

these tao tore and. say, nnere lies the root of tlte problem." 

Hather, all ot them toget;hor atfeote4 the change which 

took place. Thie period- ot change hr.ur been c~l.led a new 

&f:E(U speald.ng eoonmucn~uu, rt~th& .~~,ge or Mt1oh1ntn.•J3 • poli· 

ticallJ, *~'I'he A"e of DEunooraolt' • or in.tell.sotuallyt "The 

of FreQ Thought~. 1 ~p1rituall1 speak1ns, the title 

might be eu..\dfjld1 
1fhe Age of lfai th in Heaaon. ~ t least, 

there was e det1n1te decline 1n in'&erest in the historic 

ta1th .. 

l. Spiri~al Aspect. 

~ro be cnronolog1oal in tbe pre~entiiit1t:;;n or 
tllesa factors is 1mpoe.uai'blEht It is like the age old 

problem ot whioh OGrftea t1r3t1 the chicken or the egg. We · 

start id th religion beoau.se religion W8.ta nearly eclipsed 

1n the later years ot the period. ~he decline began 

b&.tore the opentns ot the nineteenth cetl.tuey. From the 

m.:Adle at the eighteenth een.tu!r'J to 1.830 tbe:re was "a ....... 



l~usson1ng ot the :r-eligi®s intererst, a decline of th~ 

1ntl.uenoe ot the clergy. •l l. 

~hese early systems ot public or tre~ schools 
were lalrgely Clue to the. religious devotion ot 
the New ~ngland people and to the practical iden• 
ti.ty ot the ohu.ron and sta ta. With the dec lin~ 
ot ~eligiaus f$rvor and ot the unanimity of reli• 
aiou• beliefs in the latter eighteenth century, 
in:tereat in educ~ tioJl ~lao <leo lined.,,. 2 

With the new emp.haais on seotar1aJlism 5 together '!lith 

external tactora. the school passed trom the direct in• 

~luenoe o:t t.b.e church to domi:tuia.t1on. b:V the at~ta. 

~Between 1810 and 1830 a nu~ber ot new to~Ce$ ~ 
ph1lanth~op1o• political, soo1al, eoonomio • oo~ 
b1tled to change th• Garl1$r' attitude by }')r'oou.oing 
oondi t1ons which m.a.de atll'E})'• ~ther than. ohUJ.-oh. 
control and support ot eduea tlon both desirable · 
and teas1blth" ~ 

The intlux or new etatgra:nts who came to this lWld of 

opportunity brou~bt in new faiths and caused a ahitt in 

the religious emphasis ot the sohool. A non-sectarian 

point ot view must needs be adapt~d. 5 

The In4tui·~r1al Hevolu.tion gatheX"ed our nation 

tosather 1nto cities whore many children were permitted 

to work loi~ L"ld atrenu.Qu.f' hours. to the ne~~l~ct· ~t t.ileil" 

education. 

• •••••• 
l. w. \f. ~m1 th: lteligious lsdu.cation, P• 4&5. 
2. l?au.l ~~onroe: A ~iet Owrae · in th$ History ot Eduoa t1on, 

lh 591. 
c•ot.·BOJer: OP• o1t., P• 315. 
4 • .iUlwood P. Ou.bberleJ: ft1sto:t?y 
e. Of. Benson: op. oit., P• 130. 



crippled achool interests,.n 1 

Not onlJ di~ this atteot education tenaporarilr, 

but a new $mpba&1s in curriculum was toreahe.dowed. 'l!hia 

41d not happen ~diately, but the result w~s inevitable. 

''Until lfeCul)ntly the training tor o1 tizenshl,p that 
baer al-ways btt~n. ~t.Uaigned aa a chief tunotion ot 
the state system of eohools bas been along politi• 
oal and $OC1al lines ••• now, because the wealth ot 
tbe country depends upon industry. a new emphasie 
ba& be~n laid upon educating tbe irulividual to be 
en •$oonom1cal.ly productive social Ullit. t '' 2 

fie see the11 tU1at the roGts ot vooa t1ozml1iim lay here. In 

ObApter Three the 1mpl1o~~ions ot voeationalism upon edu~ 

oat1onal pb.iloaophy will be examined. 

/ 

lrom the lliblionl concept ot thtJ worth ot the 

1nd1 vidual came the reaction asainat 'the mass in& at people 

which a.cuumpanied the Industrial i~evolu:tlton. This took 

. praot1oal tolfflS in tb$ application or demooraoy .• 

"Tbe progress ot 1ndu$triali~m has led to 'he 
b~dentng of the democratic ideal ••• Behind 
•• .demooracy ia the consciou.aness of 1ndiv1dtU1l 
worth. The objection to the ~ristoeratic 
rae1llod ot governm$nt and to th€1 eapi'btll.isti.o 
system ot induet~ is th~t they tend to treat 
tha srea t mass ot men as mere means to aocitl).l 
Wtlll ... being. As aga~n~~ that, dem.ooraoy .ixuaists 
that every P&r.'~(;fn1 'tH:.uudtta !leit1g a m. .. !UJ to t,be 
maintenanoe ot oooit:6~Y~ is a.n t)lld ta hiriselt. '' 5 

The re~ul ts were twotol.d: elam.en:tary acboola tor the 

••••••• 
1;. Ou'bbe;rley: op. ott., :th 7;JO. 
2. l~'tlul MonrotH .~~ Brief Oouae in the Histor7 at Edu.oa:tion1 

p. 594. 
3~ Bo~<h op;.. oi t •• P• 550. 



wbole o~n1ty ware establi~hed, and the Sf£$ ot gen~.n:ul 

education WB$ ~xtended. 

"Fl'he only oondi tion on which a wide aatterage ia 
oonoe1v~ble 1s that the whole people must be 
suttioiently educated to vote intelli~ently.rt l 

This ia recogni~ed by Boyd to involve rrtort~ than the three 

ti' :a. 11fdu.u~t1on in the realms ot ~~rt, 11 tarature and rel1• 

gion is. ~lao ~user1tinl. 

*'At this point the deiiOCl"€lit1c tU'lVem~nt in education 
reuei ilea reintoroeriimlt froat tha older edu.oa tional 
tr~~ <11 t1 on. ~11th all ita li~lli ttii:ti on$ tba t tra. d.i ti 011 
haa always been human.1stJ.o. rf 2 

A more minor politie~l aspeot W$S the oa~ 

pa1gn1ng of pt-lrty oandidr.,.tea, who pledf!ed tb&!!tael'\'6$ 

ag~1nst seotarian teacb1ng in public. $Cl1ools (but OOI<~pro• 

mised by reoomr.ilendi~ the use ot the Bi\lla in all school.s).3 

~oh were the results, and tbi$ produced a contliot. 

~·lfe ht~"te then, tor a centu.ry-, been living under a 
aovern."llent iihsoretio4llly aeoular, tUld :~et that 
iiJOYer.rlm&llt supported a publ1o $<lu.cat1Gn 1n wb1cb 
rel1g1on was a l'*eoogn'izod and entoroe4 elemen"· 't 6 

4. Intelleo~!al Aspect. 

With the new emphas1B u.pon 1ndu.st't'ial. progress 

as a mea..~ of nat1onul prest1f.];e and growtll; scientit'io 

etudy aa$umed a new importance • 

••••••• 
1. Ibid., P• 405. 
2. Ibid., P• 403. 
a. S.nson: op. ott., P• 115. 
4. Brooke: op. oit., P• 52. 



"In the atmosphere ot 1ndu.s~r1al1srtJ., the obvious 
ut1lit7 ot eoienoe and the apparent 1natllit7 of 
philosoPhy has he+ped to ooncan:tra tEt on praot14.le 
:rather than on theory 1n all spheres ot lite •. tt l 

(.t~tga:ln tbere is a paving ot the way to vooationallsm.) 

S01enoe deals w1th tacta, pure and objective. Th$re was 

no room for mere epeotulation. This becfim& more and more 

a part ot th1nkitlg m1til. soienoa r$iltted as ~1ue~n ot 

studies, ·philosophy and religion beoOt'lirtg 1no1dan.tal else• 

tivea. 

"Sotenoe had a small a.cadet,tt1e placu~ when oltisttd.oal 
and Ohl"iatian studies dm'llin.ateti American educnt tion. 
It bec~me popu~r during the second quarter ot the 
nineteenth oeutu.x-y ••• During the next t~w decades 
m,anzr .i~m.erioan students s~udi~4 in Oorme.ny where 
natural. aoienoae were ~dvanc&ci and. ~e so1e:nt1tiu 
method waG used and abused 1n other a.pecialized · 
stu.diee. 

"• ~ i!, i:'ree1d.ent Chat> lea :ruo"t lianar4 
int,rodu.eed th.e el.eotive $Jii'tem at H~urvnrd. This 
allowed tull academic ~redit tor· the now social 
ao1eno$~~Jo•• overspeo1alir&at1on often ~ave students 
~~r(iat scient1t'ic knowle4gc1 but scanty 3:-t~ligiou.s 
and ethical :t:d*orm&tlon tor other tluu~ a naturti• 
listie view of lite.# 2 

The new ~o1ent1t1o era had some very ijrave etteots upon 

religious studies, fest upon t.he Bible 1tselt. Darwin's 

theory was appl~ed to the field of religion, strippins it 

ot all supernatural oa.u&t'Hft bring:lng 1 t to. tho natu:taJ.1st1c 

level ot all othe:t• knowledge. 

ttfae full conaeq,u.EJnoes ot the Darwiniun revoltt'tion 
tor reli(~iQus though;<. 4~4 not become e'fident in the 
firet generation. .P.erbap$ the S$Varel3t C.t shooks. 

1~ BOJdl 
2~ West: 

••••••• 
op. c1 t., ·];i. ~04,. · 
op. ott., P• 159. 



in the whole series at earthqnake$ wbtob tol.lowed 
the volcanic uphe~val ot 1659 oame when the 
senfJtiCJ method began to be applied to the s1udy ot 
the aibUoal docuW!llts and to th~ 4i"tudy ot t.be · 
general bi~tory ot religion. Biblical criticism. 
and eo~apt:.ra. ti 'lie ·religion wGre 110t pu~el)' products 
of :mu:."winbmiam, • •. btl t the triuca.ph ot the evolu• 
tioua~y idea g{4i'f9 these studies a ne'fl VOiUe and 
ntt\9 eianif1oanee ••• ,.ltel1~'ioua th~J.gbt is still 
Sll'SPI)ling w1 th the oontliots thos~ studies 1n1• 
tiated." 1 

1:~ne most ~tatan.dir~.:,; man 1n education at this 

time was Herbert ~penoer wbo applied tb& soientif1o 

method to the fi(!Jld of ed.u.cution., g1V1US ~. new impetue to 

aU learn1ni• 

"'the tundsmentthl characteristic ot th$ scient1t1o 
ten4enoy is r3vealad early in the treatise in his 
diaoussion ot the importance ut tne S$leotion ot 
m.tbjeot~ ot st;udy as the Vi tf~\l th6ory 1n eduoo• 
tion. '1 iii 

'rhe:re tollowa a disOu$&1on ot the 1mport~nt Gubjects and 

those which ahould be optional. fhua this ata~eJ!ent is in 

HThtua the na'Cural soienoa.s • •• take p:r!'eoedenee over 
the 'liberal' or •oultu.r~$1' subjectl'h" 8 

Hero it is to be notad that th.e Bible was not being thrust 

oat of eduoa1ion, but it wa~ being crowded out and dis• 

<&ual1tied, being transplanted by the new natur~liatio 

ph1lO&Gphlf• 

........ 
1. W&lter l~rshall. Hortcm:. Theiam and the i41ent1t1c 

Spirit, P• 151. 
a. Monrf)e; op. cit • .- P• 31:5~. 
s. b!onroe: op. cit., p. 357. 



th~ new emphasis on the scientific process and the 

lessening influence of the Bible had yet revolutionized 

the schools in the sense ot omitting moral qual1 ty as a 

ohiet aim. The influence of the German eduOt'ltor, Herbe.rt, 

was beginning to be telt at the same time tiS Spencer's 

influence. and any conflict between the two were not yet 

realized. 

"All that was moat cb.aracteristio in Ziller was due 
to his intense convi'Otion. that • as Herbert himself' 
had said - morality is the dominant end ot 
education. n l 

It wus the impact of other factors which, taken together• 

overshadowed Herbart's aim and produced the educational 

system we have arrived at today. 

The period ot transition was a violent, rapidly 

changing complex time in which contliot claimed the key-

note. 

nolashing of ideals, society and the individual, 
aristocracy and democracy! church and state, 
religion and science, nat on and supernat1on1 
••• which made sect and party a normal feature 
ot all phases ot lite in the nineteenth oentu.ry, 
was nowhere n:1ore marked than ill the sphere ot 
education. rrnis is quite likely, tor1 the edu
cational system. of a country ia always to som.e 
extent a microcosm of the larger social system, 
and conflicting views are quietly reproduced in 
it." 2 

.......... 
l• Boyd; op. cit •• p. 406. 
2. Ibid.; P• 561. 



E. ~wnmEu.•y 

American education was tou.nd~d by Ch:rist1~ula 

who dea1red that· their l~:n:Hiera and ohi.ldt"(::tl b~ gi van ~n 

eduo~t1on which W£u3 Ghrist1Wt. Tbe Bible Wtls the unifying 

core ot 'the cu.rrioulu.m, giving a the1stio 1nt~rpr$tat1on 

to ~!\ll lejlrn1nt~e J'ust betore arid durin{,{ the ninete~mtll 

century vnr1ou.a social t"i:.10tors combined to ah1ft tne 

philosophy trom a apil•i tu.al to a ~nate:rialistic basis. .I!&r$• 

in lie the roots of th0 present day pre.vai.l1ng philosophy 

ot &duo(Jtion. 





It would ba impoasible in the~e t~w pa.gee to 

follow through eaoh step in tha e;l"owth o.:r ths ootto.a ti.onal 

system of AmeriOt.l, particularly as the ll:HlCi~l roro~a 4ur1ng 

the ni11ete~nth oentuey 1ntluenoed edueut1ooul principles. 

l:bGl"Gfo:re, the CO:tidi 'tian ~:lnd role of edU.Q~l'tit)rl •a 1 t exist6 

tt)dB.y wil.l be examined, with the realization that all this 

came c.~bou t gratb.taUj. 'lhue 1 t shall be seen wltlit th~ 

problem or seoul.ariam. 1 is today, tha't the extent to whioh 

the church haa bean etteotive in. rle~ting the problettl INg.y 

be measured. 

In Chapter One el~unentar:; ~duoc1tion. w-.s stu.died 

bator~ higher education. because that wus tbe way in which 

otu.• educaticm.Hl irw'1 tut1ona developed and the earlier 

••••••• 
1. 'fbroughou t i.thia thaaia 'tl1e term tt seoultu·~! ia used. in a 

wide rather than a ner,row soopfh i-Jlleoular ia usuallJ 
plaoe';~ in oppos1 'tion tt> saored. ThiG is e.speoially 
misleading whGn spallkin~~ ot Inl~ tbelll!3 tios or other su.b• 
jeot material which is objec1i1ve, ;l!o :repetat 'the deti• 
nit1on in the Intr0duot1o~lt by aeouluriam w~ Ill6i.iJl the 
di~oroe ot experience and kno~ledge trom a theistic 
1nterpretut1on. 

-21-



na.tu.ru,lly ~4tt'eoted th~ lt11ter. U:ow(t'Ve:r, in lQ,Jkins at 

edu.oai1on today, bigbe:£• eduC{!tion will be exa~ined t1rst. 

tor it 1a here th.e~t the teachers ot elententar:;r education 

are trained" and 1 t is iter$ that the basic philosophy 1a 

PJ:'"Opt\i~ntedt ua.,uly• tbrough th~aa te~~chere tJtnd tbrough 

textbooks wri tt~n by tbos""' tr~:tinad here. 

In Vi0w1na education today Devan t1nda three 

ba~d.o tacto:ts 1rf disagroement with early An1er1c~n eduoa• 

tion. 

uEd:ucation hila, I belieV'e, oommi tted three b~iliiC 
and t~~io errors. lirst, 1 t d$Ora{~ti th$ seoularl• 
aation of all krmwlettuse, declaring Chris1;ia.n1 ty 
irrelevant to $01ent1t1o studies. Then it pro• 
oeeded to separ.r.tte the$& etuf!Uas tror.t one another. nl. 

~1 

Here he quotes Bishop Temple; 

"ll< urd. verst ty is a place where o 1nul ti tud~ of 
srtu.cU.'!s a~e oonduoted.,w1th no relationship between 
them except those ot &dmultaniet7 &nd Ju~apo• 
sitioth'* 2 

· 'fhen DeV~in continues: 

, .. linally, ·atter s~culsriz1ng kru:nvlet1~~e, and oom• 
partuntal1s1nG studies, edu.o~at1on has de'teloped 
a tendency to &JSsert '~!hat eaeh ot th~se oompal"t• 
fttenta otters mankina the key to living." & 

The :first error has oorne about through the m~cti.um ot 

textbooks• the second is raal1~ed through the study ot 

the cu.rrioulu.~, f.Uld the third · ta.lls ip.:~ otb.e Of). \tego:ry ot 

pb.il.osopby. 

l. c. Oevt~n: Ol'.lristian ?.;duot~ti.cm, J\lne 194511 P• 284u.~> 
·a. lbta.. 

· 3. Ibidt P• 265 •. 



1. fextbooks 

.a. w. ~ollers, a tae.oher .in the Univer8ity of 

Chicago to:r man7 ysnra, aa)l'6 1n hi$ book, The llex't ~tep 

1n ltelig1on, ~bat tl~ moito of the bmt'l&n1ets.* :rel1~1on 

i~J t'iifhat hath ~n not wrou~t?tt 1 This 1e tbe ton• ot tba 

textbooks ua0d in a'iuoe. tim:utl inBti tu t!o~a today. Am.Or1oa 

is so p~oud of' wh.at she has done {and she b&iil a. right to 

be) that she d.eetne h&l*$alt limitless (but $he'i:s tio'tl}. 

Anyone living during the twentieth oe11tuey can clearly see 

that tJWre ma:terial p~ot;re$a b.a& been 1o.ade through soionoe 

tban 1n any other era~ 

rt,. •., the nineteenth century ideni of the 1Jnportan.oe 
ot e4uon.t1on has been replaced w.i th the new 
Ame:rioan ideal ot progress through t~ ter1al. ag£ran.-
41aement.u 2 

And material G&gl"futdisement 1s in the bands or the htlman. 

boing; it ~s purely o:t human etfort. at:trely oan one f.i:nd 

~ny positive m*ntion ot God in an American textbook. He 

is no't needed tor the task which contronts thG student of 

today1 the tttak b~i!lg ~terie.l p:rosret;m. !le (God) is 

epiti t, f•nd whnt can spirit do to that end? 1:bus our 

students laa:rn to tbink 111 te:rtAS et bl.uaan aooom.pliah.ment 

and learn to think in relation to no God. 

'~One ot tho ·mast aer1ous eigne during th!tse laat 
tew y0a~s in ou.r OQIJ.n'tey in the matter ot 1rrel.1gion 
is. thtlt in almO$t all the litarl';ttnre which is now 

••••••• 
l. R. :~. il:llel.le:rs; l'he N$X:t St$p in Relig.ion, P.• 217. 
s. · J?llillip \~ylie; ''What 1s yoo;,: Educ&tion Worth?n 

!leaders• Digest, J"une 1, 194'7, p. · 24. 



being produced relating to the plan and programs 
ot education in the postwar days, naturalism, which 
is tne same as antisupernaturalism, is not only 
assumed• but insisted upon.~'~ l 

2. Ourrioulwn. 

"The obvious and i,nlri!edia te cause of academic decay 
is the elastic, haphazard curriculum, and the hap
hazard curriculum is in turn the result of an 
absence of philosophical control due to confusion 
concerning the chief aim of education.n 2 

With the prevalence of the educational philo

sophy of John Dewey the aim. of eduoati:Jn has become quite 

seeondal~ to the method. The teacher learns that he is 

to teach the child, not the material or. content; yet to 

what end he is to teach the child he knows not. He teaches 

from the limited perspective ot the immediate future, thus 

having aims, rather than an aim. 

"The schools of education have long dis.pussed the 
aims ot eduotl!.tion,. and •• • they genera.lly speak of 
aims in the plural rather than of the aim of edu• 
oati.on. ff 5 · 

This has resulted in teaqhing ~rom lite·situations (that 

is, situations in which the student would find himself in 

normal society). The immediate life situation which 

will confront the student as a gra.duate is the task 

of finding his vooationt of earning a living. And also, 

the ideal ot America, material progress, further empha

siaes the importance ot leurning to equip oneself for a 

vocation. Thus the tendency today is toward vocationalism. 

••••••• 
l. Wilbur Smith: Therefore Stand, p. 92. 
a. G. H. Clark:: A C-hristian Philosophy ot Education, P• 136. 
3. Ibid.: P• 16. 



Whai does vocationalism have to do with the 

type of education the student receives? Namely this; be 

is educated to perform a function without regard to the 

individual himself. 

"In professional schools and institutions of higher 
learning •• 4! many teachers are chosen only because 
they are regarded as specialists by other speoialis~s 
without respect .tor greatness ot obaraoter, perspec
ti've, or a sense ot mission in teaehing.~.l 

It is precisely this lack of perspective which oharac• 

terizes our student toduy. Again we turn to the scathing 

but unoo.mtortably tr\le comments ot Phillip Wylie. 

"After 50 years of free, compulsory education, tne 
com:rton denominator or oomrrunication in America is 
the soap opera ••• The nineteenth century school at 
least aimed at implanting such qualities, in an 
age when their value was clear and their aqusition 
generally regarded as desirable ••• All we have left 
ot that ideal is material progress. We are a 
nation of children who refuse to grow up." 2 

The materialistic attitude toward the tunotion 

of education has already been noted. The problem here is 

that a materialistic philosophy is inadequate to meet the 

needs of the whole ind1 vidual. The stude.nt has no 

driving force other than the accumulation of wealth and 

the self centered enjoyment of all the temporary joys and 

prestige that wealth can bring. But underneath~ possibly 

in the subconscious, often on the surface, is a sense of 

purposelessness. 

4! •••••• 

l. Frederick West: Christianity and Organized Education, 
Inter-ieminary ~e~ies, Vol. II, p. P• 1?4. 

2. w111e: op. eit., p.24. 



For evidence that this view ie widespread• 

observe tne numerous schools which huve $p~ng up puruly 

tor thti purpose ot trt'i.ining 1ih0 i:ndi vidual" s -ohanistic 

oapa,c1t1es. 

'ttVary reof#ntl7 Ll9l.Ol] the pol1t1oal ·and economic 
phases of.th$ Sociological tendency btlV~ been 
dominantly industrial. •• Now con&a~reia.l and 1ndu.e~ 
t:rial soiools of everJ kind hava ~prun~ into ex!s• 
tenca." . 

Tha1;. was in l9llt but in 1947 the contrast is even ~1'1ore. 

atriking. Slakaman polnts.out 

" •• • the distance we tul'Ve traveled trom the early 
l?tlri tan !:lnrv~.,;.rd or the Oa.lvinistio Princeton to 
tbe vocetionsl Oarueg1e ~~oh or t~om the olaasioal 
college of. r~e:w ~J;~,gla.n:d to tho SJ,~tlite .figriou.l.tural 
col.le'~~ ot the 1ilest. n a · 

the 1ntluenoe ot indue~rialiem on the ourri• 

ouluifl ha-s ohtulged 'U'le amphtHJ1a ot even the l1b~ral arts 

oollegea. lor: tboa& eohools whieb still claim to be 

l1btn"t~l arta schools. 1 t t~~oul.d he dittieu.lt to determine 

what their or1te~on is tor th~ inclusion ot sP.•c1t1o 

courses. Clark givea u. good argument tor th* 1noluaion o.t.' 

chess in the ou.rrieulm.n.. a$ it now se~ma to be determined,. 

"When a college has no a1mt olless hsa as ~ood a 
ela1m to be included in the ourr1~lu.."!i ae ao:n+a ot 
the ~ubjeots no~ tound 1lhel .. flt Ohesa hae tl better 
claim. It 4itf'1oul ty is tbe ori teri\:m. by which 
poas1ble cOO.rstl$ o:t irurtruot1 >ll are appr~tLsed, 
chese bae taw equa.l&iS. It th$ obo1oe is made on 
th$ basis ot ex~roisi.ng the intellect and poweriir 

••••••• 
1. Smith: op. cit., p. 467. 
a •. Blakeman: Religion at Ooll&t:!:e 14vel, Ueligious Eduoa• 

1U.on1 ~Pt'1l 194'71 P• 96. 



ot a:n.&l)tsia1 nta college o@ul.d. ot:nit it. It too one 
wished to develop the strategic ability ot future 
armr otf1oers, chess has a claim centuries old. or 
11' o1vilian. satist~H.lt1on in later life be the o:d ..... 
ter1on, it hns at least a pa.tud.ble

1
ot•se. On "hnt 

basis then ure ooursas inoluded~?ft 

Tha 1lluatra:tioll 1$ pose1bly t'l bit extreme, b\lt it does 

$erve to point out the bet~roseni~s nature of the ourri• 

oulum. 

3. Philosophy., 

Both textbook and curr1culmn are the outgrowth 

of the. bt~sio philosophy which undergirdo 1116 school. one 

ot ~be moat indicative observations of the sense ot pur-

larseat: in the world. 'this professor 

t1~.~ ettbduad to ailenoe a Wieting of $'ttudents with 
the remt\~k that thU~ oo•!u.lntu~t oco&sion:s or death 
among atud:en.t5. are suicide and motor1nt~ aooide. nts 
at high speed. She tbeu. added thtilt theae t110 
eausea ar$ mora oloael.y related than t~: would•be 
wit might point out; they b~rve their common o:r1s1n 
in·a desire to eal3ape lite. In the one ease it ia 
by a deliberate ettort t;o ·~£1Ve up phyatc~l Ute. 
In the second it 1s born of ~n unconsci~s urge to 
flee t:vom. the bor-edo~!i Qt an ev~l'.'ydti:f existence 
made up ot lectures, librs.r.iesl end laboratory work 
into the tt:uJcinatint~ but unri$1~ world or speed. tor 
its own sake.~ 2 . 

From wber1c~ comes this sense ot :tnJ.rpoaelessness? 

ln the $tu4y ot the t~ansitional period of 

1. Cl.arlu op. eit., P• las. 
2. -21I•nold &:~. l~astu i'ho Univsrai ty arld the Modern World• 

:P• s. 



the middle ot thG nineteenth century. orae of th~ !Uiljor 

t&ctor~ wae the tmpaet that Durw1nts theory ot evolution 

had upon the world. 1.flmt i:!lpttC~ waa gret~t, but 1:lis 

u.ltinlate log1o Wlls not re~lll.aed in Darw.1n • a time. It ha~ 

not beu.~n until now that the dir$ ooni1Hfquances ot the 

adoption Qf auoh a philosophy ot existence has been 

realiBed in its fUllest extent. ·rne end reuu.lt~ were 

Gl.e~i.rl7 Sellin by tba pesJ1mist1c .realist• H. G. Walls• in 

1920. Htt said, ::t·e~rding the iiapaot on. the world ot the 

Origin of ·the itpl.lOi:ea. 

~tThis new CQntrovex•ay touched ev~:rybody. • • A l!'eJ:.l 
dem.oral1$ati~>n ensued. • • There was re~.l lo•a ot 
fa1tb after lB59 ••• ~evalent peopl$a ~t the close 
ot 't.ille ninete~ntb. century belie'Ved they pre'VEtiled 
by V1l"'tu.e ot the ~trot;ml~ tor Bxiatenoe in wh1oh 
too strong and ow:m1!1B get tbe bettE"~r ot the weak 
and oontid1ll8. il.nd · they bel1eV\\ld tn'rtber the. t 
theJf bad to be strong, Gll0l"i&'t1o, ru. thleas. 

1
•. prao• 

t1onl', egot1sti.oal., bacaaae God waa det~d.n 

That 1tb1a ooueerrtiotl that Goo was dead prevailed in the 

thought lite ot WestGrn civilization ie test1t1ed to bJ 

:an ardent Dflrw1n1an. E. w. Ba.:rne.e$ ot !i:nglana., 

~ntil balt a C$ntury tigo the lllfUls of man believed 
that the e~r'h ia thEt Lor4'ih '~bey lived in the 
oonviotiafl that human. a:tfairs W$rG ultimately eon
trolled by H1fn.. 'l!heJ knew .Him. to be both all-.w1se 
and nll•lov1ng. '!'hat belief haa largely v-un.iahed. 
• • • ~rne d$oay is a xtesu.lt .. in 'ft1:l opinion ~dl un .. 
forttUm. te ~~nd unneoesJ;,u:trr re.au.l t • rit lJarw.tn' a 
teaohing .... 'l:he aotual, 1:t not avowed fl.tti tud,e ot 
prob~bly a large majQrity of men t~nd wo~en through• 
out EUrope is tha~t ~olk!~Gion ba.s banished ~lad. n 2 

.......... 
1. T,. \.H:tr1a*1$ Innes: Darwinisnu !'ai tb or t§lo!enoe, P• 15. 
2. Ibid.: P• 17. 



Barnes insists that this massunbeliet is an llnnEJoessary 

result of Darwin's thesis, bUt look at the results it had 

upon Darwin him.selt .•. 

~E~ery sincere s~dent must be appalled at' the 
horrible changes that slowly but completely 
overtook Darwin. This is surely one of the most 
momentoas and tragic oases of devolution ot 
character. oan anyone conscientiously believe 
that the theory which dest~oyed a religious faith 
that once 'charmed and oonvince<l' and destroyed 
too 'the higher aesthe~ic tastes• of its very 
maker can be true, liberating, or uplittins?fl l 

Is it any wonder then that the most common causes tor 

death among college students is suicide and speeding? 

Natural Geleotion would approve ot such means of rid(ling 

the world of its weak characters - weak beeause the very 

philosophy which Natural Selection breeds had made those 

faithless individuals weak. 

And yet our world looks upon science as the 

answer to its mu.ltitud1nous perplexitiaa. In tact, it 

excludes all other answers. 

11The se1enti1'1o method and the l"$t1onal control 
ot app~ied science are regarded as the only 
instruments adequate to serve disinterestedly the 
cownon salvation ot ull." 2 · 

Until quite reoently this faith in science and the view 

ot salvation as material prosperity and ease bns been held 

blindly. But even those who had every ~eterial blessing 

were yet possessed by a sense of 

l. 
~· "'fll 

, ..... . 
lbid,.: P• 10. 
West: op; oit•; P• 159; 



ptJ.t-posel.~tiia.n.0~m. 

In tbe light or th$ auov~ study, a f.rtataiilent: 

by the i;;dm1niatrator ot lllt)l1i~on l~ oolle§~ifHl Hnd univer-

tdt1es, E.• ~:t. Bl1.~ke.man. appeared positively naive in 1ta 

trtu:rt of tbo n1odern u.nl Velt"si ty. 

'"i~ stendy stremrt .of' aeleoted ycu.n~,!; tn1nds h~:t$ be~.r~ 
tl<nt:tng into the$e u.ni'fr.n:j.aities, and tl vitfl~li~ing 
strength ot 1n:t~o:rmed purp!.)ss, dedio~;ted to tl"'ll.th, 
ha.. e been go1~ .fl"'orn . tht'$t1l tbrou.gh the yearn. Here 
is aca.df:}l\\10 nJJ-.1~~ at 1 ts apex or s.arv1oe to 
Am.tn·ican l1:te~.~w-r · 

O&n theritl be any :J>Gligian ll'li tb C'rtad tfdead~•? i'he wearing ot 

rose oolored apoctacles 1s not peculi~r to th~ nGn•Chl"itll• 

t1t~:m.. If decU.cet1on to t;t"U.th (not 'l::rutll) 1s tbe apex ot 

any kind ot re1,1g1ou, then that Jrel.1g1on has indeed tmnk 

to the .same l.ttvel 8$ the pb1lcuaoJ..~llf ot naturalism., wh!cn 

reoQgnizes no l:;lo:t"son as the mot·1 va to~ and end ot 11te~ 

It; 1f\ll f~ota universities &ntl oollet~ea that tbe 

teachers of elementa.ry and second0.ry schools a~e selected. 

fJ!extbooks are written by those edl).csted at the U.n1verll1ty; 

and cu.t-riou.lum is planned E:illd evaluated in eduoa'Cion 

classes in irta ti tu t1ona of h1~he:t" learning. 'l1l'lus 1 t can 

be deduced th~t th• same senernl philosOl)lry ( o:r lack ot 

philosophy} whieb. psrvades in higher education also 

·Jt····· 



pervadea cin ou~ pnblio schools. 

flUs same lack of a positive mention ot aoo 

is in our public sobools. 

"In the readers ot our grandmothers' t1:flll1 God 
and lesua Christ ware mentioned. Today no suoh 
reterenoea os.n be tound in the books ot the 
pu.'bl.1C schools. lJ:be public schools ••• ars now 
oompletelJ secularized ••• In ll~1no1s, ••• it 
is illegal to rea.d the Bible in pttbl1o aobools. 
Books e:ttaoking Chris1i1ttn:tty are not illegal." 1 

'!'his very attack Ul:lOn Ohriat1a.n1ty seems to be one ot the 

major unifying priuo1ples ot the nwdern eduoat1or.u~l 

system, tor one o~n. point to no other one pbilosophJ as 

typ1call¥ belonging to the Am.c\lltr1C<~-n un1 varsity. 

o~ i111 Lewi$ in tl1e Abolition of Man selected 

a. st.atement t~om an English textbook ot an elementary 

school. boy, and trora the rutalyaia of the 1mplloa tiona ot 

that statement P<>inted tbe metu-1a by which 'th$ ohild becomE~& 

u.nconse1ou.$l:f iudoctr:Lnat~d w11th ant1•tbe1at1c philosophy. 

"It 1a not a theory the1 pat into h1s mind, .but an 
assumption, tthiotl ten 1Gtu•s hence, U;s origin tor• 
got'ti.an and. its pres~noe t.U.lOQnaoious. will co:adi tion 
him to take one sidQ in a o.ontrovaray wh1oh h• 
never recopiae<l as a contro•ersy at all.. 'l'he authors 
thalil$elvea, I suapaot, hardly know what they are 
doing to the boy, and he ca.tlnot know wb.a t is be ins 
done to him, 
n&nother 1:1 ttle portion ot the httman her1 ttige has 
been quietly tnk~n from them before they were old 
enougl1. to u.n(ler~ tan fl. ** 2 

The Cl~tS~ 1~bieh Lewis preBent& hera is most ind;Lcati11e of 

the r11e~u1a in which ph1loso!lhY is taught to ohil<lNn • 

••••••• 
1. Clarka op. o1 t., p. 75. 
2. Sa,; ~. Lewis, '!'he Abolition of ~.ian, P• 3. 
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There 1a comparati veJ.1 11 'ttle w.b1clt actually ttaara doi!in 

Ohriatianity down openly, but the world view ot •rite~s 

ot tha books 1s subtley woven into the materiol presented, 

eo the child himsel.1' doesn't realize what i~J baing aaco~

Pli$hed. 

That the oondi,ion of our public schools today 

is 1mportent cannot b$ dia.pu ted, tor n ••• three fourths ot 

the students in publio sonools never enter institutions ot 

advanoed learn1ng.rt 1 

H1iher e4ucat1on in .America is characterized 

most oa,en'tly 'bJ e:xpedieno:r, resu.lt1ng iu vocat1oual1sm 

and laok ot parspeot1va due to the tact tht:it there 1s ~.o 

prevailing :philosophJ such as that ot the school$ ot 'tihe 
.,__,_,..~, .,.,,,.,~eo,.~ ' .,._, ~ • 

eighteenth ~lnd part of the nineteenth centuries. Thr$e 

prooe.ss&s have bean at work in o-J.r e4uollrtional sys.te.tn 

which have ohaqed 1 ta 'baaio charaoter; ·these tbt"ee are 

seou.la.rization• oompartmenta.l1zat1on. ~nd 'VOCU.ition<ilism. 

'fhe analy$1s. ot eduoa:tionul lite 'today has 

beon ma4e &l~tys w1th the cognizance that 'here are exceP

tions. Broad statements concern the whole, not any one 

school. 

. ....... . 





C&PT.illH III 

THE OWROE &.nD THE P.ROBL!~M ~)"if 

The Yast nu.mbe:r ot youth groupe lfhieb we en.• 

ooun:ttu .. tod~y a%"$ r:. pb.enotaenon ot the twentieth century. 

i)aul ot Taru-us neV$1" wrote to tbe Christian tm.deavor ot 

li:pbews; AU.Stuatine never or«aui~ed an evangelical youth 

molH~m.ent; 'the Romru:t Catholic Ohurch bad no speoit'il 

11 t&rature or brotb$rhood tor work. with youth ftlld child• 

ren; no~ did the R$torr~t1ou produce eny selected• 

spiritual groups or young adults. Yet tod~y ~ cburoh 

~llettn •itbout the usual announcements ot the various 

y~th aet1vities woul4 seem stran~e to our eyes. 

Jrhe rfiasons tor the E~raphaaia on youth ilre m.an1• 

told• and no specific liat ot \bese ret'l&ona would be 

aoculn!te. However, ao1n.e ot oor sot'l1al oondi tions today 

throw light on the situation. ~fe. live 111 an highly or• 

s.ani.zed era when machines. tn1nerals1 and men are apeo1~l.izea 

and :u~gregated. PUr ohurob p~r~te:rn baa had to tollO'W suit. 

o:r set up new st~ndarde and methods wbich wau.ld b«u"dly be 

praotioel. -

But there 1$ tlnotber raa$on why the churoh has 

had to art;ani~e it$ fO'...ttlH the tHH.i1tion and tu.not1on ot 

the l:u.:ue ha5 changed,. has d1m1n1ehacl, until the task 



torntf.trlJ considered tll~£itt ot the p~rent hall had to be 

abouldel·etl by 1ns'ti·,u,tions outside the llomfl. 

f'Even the home, whioh ia ;regarded ~us the. world:ta 
greete~t university, has ceased to tunot1on. ~ 
'£(tl."fl the dr:~.ys at automobiles. .. tllov1ea and other 
~t'tracrtions, p-eople spent mo:re t1tae 1n the tamily 
otrole, and ther~ was lar~er opportunity tor oharac• 
ter building. Important na 1• th$ instruction by 
parents, tile ht"Mae todtiiy.nss the child tewer hours 
thtul tormerly. Industrial lite. which ocoup1en so 
lnU.Ch ot tlla time 8lld th@Ugbt ot tbe.~m":lfioan people, 
also robs tJ:ie children t)f mttoh of the home &S$001&• 
tion. neo~uu.:H:~ry for religious culture. '£he n1ost 
lamentable ot ell 1e the ~act that the b~st ot 
parents, EtVen 11~ so 1nolill~d, nre ottaa.n

1
not well 

ti '\ted to gi1'e raligi~)Us 1r1struct1on." • 

In the last eba.pter 1 t was note(l how rel1t;t1oas 

instruction and e,en ir···lu~UOl'i has bee:n largel:{ eliminated 

from the Am~u"ioan a.ohoa).. If then the ohildre.n and JOU'th 

do not: get and Ohristian im,petua or instruction tr~.tt the 

horae or school, it must be supplied :trom. the church, o:tten 

from the church ul.onfj. ('i'h1s, tb.en, 1e tbe answer as to the 

l:"l!!l~so:n tor orgeH'li:&ed Ohr1st1an youth and ohildren•s g:rout.Hh 

'14btt:r arose to Qom~at the p1roblem ot seoul,e:riam.. 

It mll be the pu.l;'"pose ot this chapter to 

examine -;ne erxistin.g ar~~~.1n12ationa ded1oated to the tssk ot 

giving th~ cox~d.n6 genel'at1on a Cbriat:i.en training, some 

orsanization1 1.\!nctionlng only in the tiald ot reUg1on,. 

other$ in all fields of ~duaa~iou, all. in opposition to 

secular tam. 

• •••••• ·.J : -" "' •,..: '~ ~ 



The o:rsa•1zat1ons to be exal:llined a:r·e divided 

into two group•, those whioh work w1 tll atu.dellta in elemental"y 

and aeollndary sohools 11 ru-.td thOifl$ which work w1 tb. student$ 

in higher edu.oation. These o;t"ganizati\"JluJ UJ"& the Stl.nday 

Sollool, Daily Vacation Bible School, young people's gro~lPS; 

student mark on college rS!nd u.ni verai tiy Qtimptustu; 1 depart

ll'l.eilta and owraea ill religioxa, the church related oolle€';es, 

and 'tihe independent, interdenatunationtil Ohristifln inst1-

tu.t.1Qns. rrbis group is not pres$ntad t:<S being exhaustive 

o.t the to-roes which ha'Ve re111sted seoulariS!.'il- but is be-. 

l1aved to be repreaentuti Vth 

:a. lfb.e Work of the Ohuroh wi tb. Elem.entra:ry and Seeond~uoy 

School S'Gla.dente 

l.. The Su.nday iJObool.. 

a. Ori.gin ;:tnd develo~ t in J{;ngland. 

No one knowe jtuJt when or where the ver1 t1rs. t 

uwany claimants tor tlle t1rat atun4ay tiohool organ1• 
~r:! til'Jn ere to bEll found., SUrld~lY Sohoola W$l"e 
or€;.·ra;rd.zed .. in.· tb. is eouutl."Y as e~:rlrt as the .'Jfift<'r 
1.659• in U:urope, m.uoh "a.rlier.n 

Hotre"1er, ~Jundt'iy School is usually traced back only aa tf'~r 

as x.l:~land, tor 1 t \JiUU! her~ tlla t 1 t wns .first or~~'nized 

to E~nr extent. 

• ••••• 



'fbe reasons tor the rise ot the Sunday School 

movement, as we, now understand 1 t, were two-t~l.d; tire-tt 

was tho abol.i tion ot th0 edu.eation,:,l ins·tt '6u,ions ot th~ 

past (monasteries t>uui other rel.1t;i<>us bo{i~.~a h and aeco:ml, 

the b:".tdt1r~ up at the paroob.ic:.l sy,ste1~ of ~'roteatf:inliiem. 

f.fhese two collapses lett the children nesliilot~d .entirely, 

in l."espeot 'to eduotl.tio~t • even the rudiunts ot ret:viina, 

writing and ftr1tl't,met1o. This was the condition in :Englnnd 

wben a JOOng mintsttn"• liobert Haikes of Glou.chester. dis

oovGred tha obildr&n ot the t~£m1l1ea w~ra tacrtoey workers 

roaming 'the streets aimless;t.y in tlie hours when others wer~ 

at ohtll"Cb.. lie did soro.<Jth1n$ e.bout it. 'Hith tour women 

teaob.eu.•e. ha brou.ght these str~et children in to the chu.rch 

for a day of e!Gn6l",1l e.n(l. re.ligi.OU$ instructicnu srb.ree 

JEHars late!:" in 1183 he began to tlgi tate tor schoole stulh 

a$ he had 3tarted t.ci 'bo founded by the ohuroh. Thea<t 

achoolet 1n turn., gave birtb to the modern :Englieh elen:t$n• 

ta::y school ays1em.. 1 rlhe rest of the movement in x~ngl.and 
1s :rtot pertillen' here, tor ~he &Uld-tl\1 School in JM't."el' .~.oa 

took on a different onaraott)~· 

b. 'I'pe Bttndn:y Sohool 1n it.lU$rioa*' 

When the ~,.l.~rim.a came to .tunex•iea, they brought 

with them tlle oonc$pt1on ot pu.bl.ic sohoole. ·~~11en the 

Sunday School. movem~nt reached .Maer1oa_, the Puritans 

••••••••• •••• 



-s?-

:&-ejected the idea ot having the whole ot Stlndoy a day of. 

instruction which included non~religiou$ ~bjects. on th~ 

principle that 1 t was brettk1ng the tourt.b Comman.dment. 

Oonasqu.ently, the ~3u.ndt11 School in Mner1ca beoam.e two or 

th7e~ hours of rel1giousr 1natruct1on.l 

The f'1rat .SU.nd~y Schools in Amer1oa w~ra b~~"U.n 

1n<;1be early part o:t the nineteenth century. 

"Asa Eaton began a ~u:ndt\if School,at Ohr1$t Church, 
Boston, 1n. the aurruner ot 1615, whioh wne tt:te tirst 
of the ex1atin~ schools in New .ii;nglsnd.tt 2 

In l.eH St. George' a and Christ's Church ot lie:w York Ci.ty 

sturted Sund~y tiohools, tln.d h1atory then moved rapidly. By 

1624 the American Sundar School Union was organized and the 

work spr-ead VBltJ :rapidly. probably beOi'nuae the ehu.roh hr.td 

been aa low spiritually. The Unit~d s'ates needed the 

evazl.geliati.o omphas1£J wh1oh the Sunday Sohool tnovement had. 

rtil~ t the close ot the first deoad.e ot 'the tinton' a 
existence tllere were tifty thou:aa.nd pu.pila, tive 
thou.sand teachers, tW!lh"lty eir.;;bt book stores of the 
Union situated in nlnet~n different dioossas, and 
yet prior to this had bo~n the du:rkes t era ot the 
churol~. Still the SJstam W~Js nothin~ r!lore than 
oateeh1a1ng, and the ohiet power ot the Sund~y 
Sohool lay 1n the pel'"sonal reJA.tionehip of the 
teaol:ler to the pu.p · ils1 and the enthusiasm wrioh tm 
school azooaed." 3 

·During the 01v1l war the chu:roh e.nd education 

WEU"e at a veritabl.e atandatil.l. .aut in 1870 there was a 

1.. Oul.iberley; op~ oi t., p., 559. 
2. &41th; op. o1t_, P• 475. 
3. Ibid.: P• 479. 



renewal ot Sunday School interest. The 1Uneri<Uln SUnday 

School Ghuroh Insti tu:te was founded, \1hich gave birth to 

the Interdenominational Uniform. Series. Yeii the SUnd~y 

School was l~ging behind the public school in methoda,l 

(Pestolatzi's principles were being adapted in the United 

States.} Thus oume a flood of teacher training schools 

and materials. 

Muoh ot this awakening and vitalizing of the 

&undny School was the re~ult of the new vis~on ot the 

capacity ot Christian education as proclaimed in Horace 

Bushnell • s thesis• Grow-th by Nurture. published in l84f). 

The most complete fulfillment ot his thesis is found today 

in the International Council ot Religious Education. Two 

organizations merged in 1922 to form this interdenomina

tional s~roe and promotion ooancil. . The main emphasis of 

Bushnell and the I.O.R.E. is evangelization by education, 

rather than expecting 1m.tnediate results in children as was 

true just previous to Bushnell.
2 

o. Results qf the Sunday School. 

l) Earlier results. 

The evangelical nature of the SUnday School 

movement in its early- years was due to the church being 

dormant at that time. It served a great purpose, not only 

•••••••• 
l:. Ibid.·: P• ·485. 
2 •. Wm. ·sm1 th: 01(4 cit., p. 488. 



am.ong children., but with adul'ts u+so. The church of the 

next generation wns tar stronger because of it. 

na minister • well qunllf1ed to.spe~k from his 
reoords, g611e 68 his opinion that eight tenths ot 
the Cl'm.rohes 1n the vaUey.ot the Missisaippit 
OI'S"4niZed in "tll~ previous titteen ;vea:rs, bad 
g~own out ot th~ ~nday Schools. 
lfJQven when a ehtutoh was not founded Eis the re.sul t 
ot .a aundt1.J Sohool, Cbil.dren were brought under 
Ohriatian i.nstruot1;)n and entire 1'Uiligl:iborboods 
l.ed 'o relig1~s beli&t and p~actioee.n l 

Thus th• Sunday So.boGl was misaionary in cb,araot•r .• 

2) tater raau.lts. 

:\a the church awoke to 1 ts rai ssi~'lnary tteapon• 

sib1l1t11 tme &'Unde.y School shifted ita orapbasis to tb$ 

nu.rturs ot the child. ~rll1s was at.tpeoially n6tUiUtJsnry when 

the Bible was eliminated t~om the Gohool. curriculum in the 

middle of t.he aineteen1dl OEUttur7.a ':fhe 1;rend to eoncen• 

t~t~ rel1giQua instruction in the sunday School baa 

inOr"eaaed even ~o the present time. r.fhis tact was sharply 

broo.3h"b out 'OJ' .a student wbo Oattle from J:b~tur,y to studJ 1n 

the !.1aod¥ li.\bltJ Inat1 tu1;~. She WtiS ar~ed to tind tbat we 

who tQater ao much eduoatianal work among Children at 

othe~ lBnds should neglect ~~r own. 

••xn our schools in Hu.nga.ey, religious instruction 
is a dnil7 matter. It is taUtJht as trequentlJ &a 
geogJ1&.pby and ar1thmCJt1o. and no pu.p1l is released 
t~am olQsees in wbioh it 1a t~ught-~ 3 

~he $4uoators ot this country would d~fend 

~. Benson; op. oit., P• l&l. 
2• Ibid.; P• 164. 
5. Ibid.: P• 262 



theuelveG 'by 6Sy1ng that they want to leave our ·children 

tree trom 1ndootr1nat1Qn. and seotar-t.an em.ph.aa1s. · But ia 

it possible to aive a ohild ability to judf~e by leaving 

one halt ot ~he plotu.r~ blaak'l 

"•~· in our fear ot indootr.:bu:rt1on, we ha.'Ve prao• 
iioed a worse indoctrination: by our ~ilenoe in 
secular eduoation, we have 1udoctrinttted children 
to be~1eve that God does not exist and that Jesus 
Ohrist does aot matter ••• The debaol~ 'has o~e so 
elowly tha't most p.eaple do not realise its ioono• 
olaet1o import." J. 

lie;re we are oeginn1;ng to arrive at the heart of the prob• 

lem. ln the six other da7a ot the week a ohild learns to 

think a.nd aot entirely apert trom any r$lat1on#h1p to God. 

on SUnd~y in one hour or less, we axpeot to give hi~ an 

1nnocu.la:tion of l:"eligion enough to o-.;. tbalanoe b!s weekly 

habi1Hh Buttrick continues: 

"&:u1dey Schools confr-ont a seetl!lingllf impossible 
W.sk. 'J:hey must ott•l:HJt in one hou.r the 1n4oo• 
trinatiins eile~ce of tbirty.hou.rs ot •eek:day 
aob.ool. TheJ must g~apple wi'tfh thG more•tllan• 
tb1rt: hours of prttH'lttoal ungodliness in th~ 
hOlWh 
ttfhe Ob:u.•oh m.u.st take 1 ta educe,t1ol'£al tamk with 
:t'$r greater urgeno:~-. u 2 . 

,This aolmowladgement waa made in 1947. It ia encotu.•at,ting 

to notG that the church .is bet£1nning to become aware ot 

1 ts .ta.iluxoe to meet the probl&JJ'l of aeoular1t.»ta through the 

6\lnday Sohool·ulone. In 194.2 a boolt wus published whioh 

me-t th.e problem in tm.t.cb the aat~e vein 'thl) t au. ttl"iok did. 

CI.Q Cl ... Cl Ill 

l .. Oeo. A • .5u.ttr1clu "Ollr ;~71at)an l11blic t~choola~~, Ohrist1e.n 
l:ie:.rflld 11 194'1. 

2. Ibid-
5. 



That book is nott in O'..:tl" l?u.bUc Schools·• says Fleming: 

"••• what psychological; what pedagogical follf 
to teed the poison of seoultU."iam, ·practical 
atheiam 11 1n the ta<dulols nnd expect the antidote 
to be applied in bO"Jl(i and cburchl" 1 

The oonclusions rea.obed bJ :Benson (in 1943) point to the 

next organization, which shall be briefly tl"&ated, the 

Daily Vacation Bible School. 

rtin most SUnday Schools the session covers a single 
houl~ out ot 1&8 hours ot the week. ~1hen • opening 
exercises' 1nlitea.d ot worship services oculU.PJ tlle 
tirat part of the hour, the actual class study 
oonatitu.tas the et:teot1ve period; of inlitt.ru.ot1on., 
'l'lle tim$ oonswn.ed in ge1it1ng ready to teaon. in 
a:tten'tion to recorda ot attendtlnce, ami other tussJ 
occupations, ~rthe~ reduoes the actual period ot 
instru.otion. *1 2 

Benson then quotes Donald it. Gorham. 

~To o~ll th~ te~ohing content ot the modicum ot 
m1nu. tea that retaain a wf.t1c1ent aupply ot 
Obt>istian education tor the ordinary normal boy 
or girl. is s. ludicrous miscarriage ot oo.m;.rion 
sense." 5 · 

It was the recognition of this lack of time tor Christian 

instruction that gave rise t~ vacation Ohuroh Schools. 

a. Daily Vacation Bible School 

There is record ot a vacation Church School in 

1894 in Hopedale, M1oh.1gEU.t• but not until a New York minis• 
\ 

ter took advantage ot su~aer days, empty churches, and 

college studante on vacation did the 1dea become widespre~~d • 

••••••• 
1,. w. s. !'leming: God in Our Pu.blic Schools, P• 77. 
2. B$nson: op. o1t. 1 P• 2G3o 
~. Ibid. 



'l:hat rrd.niste:r WS$ Br. Beville, nlinister nt the Baptiit 

01 ty ~nasion 8ociet1 on the i~st aide ot ,new York. In 

1905 Dr. Bo~1lle started bis school ot worship, work, and 

ple.}l under the lemi$r~b.1p ot trained t.:u;ulhera.~l By 1985 

this work had beoome worl4 wide, recognized through an 

auld.l1arJ· of the Interna.t1.onti.l Oounoil ot Relisioaa J!du.ca• 

t10th 

fhe advanta~es ot the Vacation Chu~ch School 

are rllU.ny; a oonoentrate<1 period ot '1n-u3:1 teachers better. 

thf'ln tht11 ave;r;.i.Sit ::5unday E~cbogl ta6ol1sr1 children ~ettohed 

who havG not be~n 1n &n1 Sunday School (it is s•t1mated 

that en& tou.r'lh ot the pupils M:te not Iret~obecl othtU1'111ee) • 2 

and a t!Wre <val"1ed progrl'lm, pemi t·ting {~hrist:tan. principles 

to be pat into aottan. 

~Two weeks ot intensi~e work in Vacation Churoh 
School ie aooompl1sb1ng as much ae ~he entire 
year tn the atnd{:ly SOllool.. !l 5 · 

Ho\'fever1 the saftt.e problem oontronts one here 

e.s in'View1ng the etteot1 Vltnesa ot the &lnday School. How 

oan tb.ere be enough taugh.ii in two weeks to o~taet the nina 

m.on.ths ot seoul~~r aobool work? Fu.rthe:r, does this not 

sepa»ate in the mind of t.ile child that whio.h is "sacn:ed1~ 

and that which is "seoul~>.rtt? The tdtil ot the Ohl!'1at1an 

educator is to 1:aake llll of lite f•.eaoret" or OJ:u:t1stian. 
; '- '· . ........ 

1·. r~ul Vietht' The' Church and Ghr1atian Education, P• 57. 
a·. Benson: OPt oi t.' 264. 
a. Ibid.: P• asa. 



~valuabl~ as is the Daily Vaoat1o~ Charon Sohool• 
it Ca1Ulot m~a$Ure up to t~e largar poseibil.itios 
ot the Week Day Church School.• l 

3-. '~eek ·:OaJ Church ~ebool 

"fbe Week Day Ohuroll $ohool is more closely akin 

to the ~day aohool than the Daily Vacation Bible SChool• 

for it provides 7ear round inBtruotion. 

Starting in G~ry, Indiana, in 1914, 1n three 

d,eoa4es there were Ba states 1n which ~uoh sohool.a $id.sted. 

The schools consist ot one o:r ttlfo hou.ra a we~~k ot adtli• 

t1one.l :tel1giol.u~ instruction during sollool hours; that time 

being released (Released Time 1a the term used in some 

looaUties) tor the sttute:llt to go to bia own church for 
f) 

instruotion. ~ This prov14fu~ tor ditterences 1n tt~1 tha and 

der.u:m;tnation$, and also kf)epe w1 tbin the law ot th$ oountcy 

to have state a.nd ohurob separate. 

'l?wo opposing V1$WS ·on the pe.:rt ot rf:'llg;tous 

edu.cators are onr:rent. llem.ing, who 1s oonoerned in ge'bting 

til& Bibl.~ l».lok into 'he class room• insists that Released 

Titoo will l'utlp ke~p the Bible ou. t ot the olaiiS room, con• 

tin~d to the c.buli'oh. He ss.ya that this means reaches oJlly 

those who a~ already reached, and that 1a not en~sn. 

'*1llh9 poa1 tion of the iieleased•t.1r~ers is less 4eten• 
a1ble than that ot paroohi{!.l. sonool proraoters. 
moth say the public school is 'sodlea~•. The latter ......... 

1• Ibid.: P• 279. 
2• Fleming; op. cit., P• ·so. 



try to set their children out ot the poJ.sonotuJ 
atmosphere. The former are willing tor the 
poison to work on ~11 the children twent1•n1ne 
hourw a week if they c~n apply the antUiote to 
a few ot them one hou.r a wea.k. $l l 

On th.e other hand, Paul Vieth sees same det1• 

n1te poaa1b1litiea 1n the Rele&$6d Time plan. 

t'Through th$ fears there baa be~n a gr~dual, but 
au.re eli,m.1net1ol1 of 't.be rel1s1ous el.emen:t. •• In 
our day there is a mar,ked desire on the part ot 
many, both sohoolm.en and ohuroilli1ien, to r~·emmine 
this trend toward seoulsl"'1zat1on and 1 ta evid$nt 
l1$SUl 't~h" 2 

Here: he points out the tact whicb we ha'te already recog• 

n1ZfSH1, that neutrality is 1mposs1bl$, for if God is nat 

mentioned, th~n one tnkes it tox- ~ranted tnat there is no 

Qod 11 Ol"' it there is Qne, He does1 mt matter mu.oh. Vi•th 

propot~es that '"' teaoh rel.i~1W$ history and morals as a 

part ot l;;Albl1c eduoa tion, msl?'4$ly bringing the exiLstenoe 

ana 1uf'ltteno~ o:t• religion -t;o the atten1iion ot the pupils. 

It will be aD. objective stJudy within other subjects. 'l.'hen 

the purpose of i{elease(i )1'1t:;le ttlould be to brins about 

decision tor the tat th• according to tbe church which the 

child attends, 3 

rrne plan. SOl.Uld$ quite wo:rkabl$ and sound. How

e~er. the aot1on ot the Supreme Court within tb.6 last two 

1. Ben.o.tu 
2. V:l&th; 
a. Ibid.: 

op. o1 t .. • P• a5. 
op. o1t., P• 249. 
P• 2f!O. 
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~An 8-'fio•l. deo1s1on upbeJ.d the complaint at a 
mother in Oho.mpaitiPl, Ill., an t.wowed atll.~1$t; 
who said that her son bad be6'n '*embarr:-.dssed ~ 
by br.d,ng the only child in his ro(>ta not attt.tnd• 
tng rel.igiau,a classes under ~:;_ local plan. Ff J.. 

This plan in"iol'fad the use at school bu.ildi.nl!£St but with 

tbe statement trom the ~promo G~~rt ae to the complete 

S$parat1on. of Cllurob and sta1h13, it COlA.ld b~ interpr~ted t;o 

1nolu.de the uae at school ti:rruh i"t least the vioe !)res1• 

dent ot the Public Jf~duoation itaaociat1on. expl"ellHJed his 

vie'W$ in that m.aw1er, ~~':be ~-~ased-t1me progrt1In as now 

oar:ried t>n is def1n1 tely atteote~l b7 tbia decision." 2 

How appropriate here is the comment by Clarence 

n•rhe Biblff ia ~ecusn1zed 1n. thtll courtroom. but not 
in the olaasrooiitl .. • • is provi<led for the 1ns®.tUl and. 
cri~nals, but not for the ignorant and oh1ldr$n•" 5 

It is reoog..~1sed as oorrE!ctive, but not aB preventative. 

4. :Paroobial and nondenomtnation£11 Christian &ohoola. 

In light. of the i:nckeu.sing aeoul.a.riZit13 ot the 

public school, there 1$ a growing concern and inter$et ot 

Onr1s'b1an «Kluoators and paren:ts in paroohial and indtJp~Jn .. 

dent Cu1atian $chool~h ln a reoent iasua ot Ghr1atit,n 

IJ.te- ru1d "i11mea the -.ny schools which bave de'fltlloped in the 

twent19th century we~s te~tur&d• It is important to note 

that the. emphasis. was not on Christi~tm. fellowship alcma, bu't 

••••••• 
lo !:lew York T1meau ,~1o.rcb 9• 1~48, P• l. 
a,. Ibid: ?.le.roh 101 lij48, P• 1. 
3.; B~naont op. o1t., P• 271., 



' If these aohoola. e.xiat 

for the purpose ot ~t~oaphere, there is little reason tor 

mention,iing them a.s to their role in combating secularism., 

tor atmosphere is a nebulous thing and will not serve the 

purp&se ut preparing the student to take his place in a 

seoul~r society atter school.daya, But i! these schools 

are really grounding the student intellectually to meet the 

pro~lems ot the world trom a thoroughly Christian point ot 

view, then there is every re~son to be aoti~~ly interested 

i:n them. 

Dr. Cornelius Jaarsma, author of one of the 

few textbooks in education written from the Christian 

point of view, left his posit~on on the taoulty ot a 

Christian college in order to devote his full time to 

promoting and making solid the foundations of Christian 

$lementary and secondary schools, ao important does he 

deem the role of the school in the early years of a child•~ 

life. 

"••• religion, according to Bavinok, is potentially 
present in evarr individual. It is not a product of 
ignorance or poverty. Early education determin~s the 
di:t'aotion thase·tendenoies are going to take ... 2 

The advantage of the parochial school is that 

all subjects can be taught i'rom a Biblical point of view; 

••••••• 

l.- Of. Christian Life and Times. August, 1947. 

a. Cornelius Jaarsma: The Wdueation:::tl Philosophy of 
Herman Bavinok, P• 158., 



that 1&1 history oan be taught f'rom. s theiat1e per~pective, 

in light ot God' a eternal pu.rpoae tor mankind and this 

•orld1 and Jnathemutics can be understood a3 a diseoverr ot 

God' a pertaet. order. ~th~n religious 1nartruot1on an.d edu• 

o~.-t1,:;l1 are thus made on~, tba 1"$su.lt ·is a true Christian 

$du.cat1on. 

"'fhe We$kd.ay sohool does not otter a eoillplata answer 
to t.bis problem., beoautuilw... 1 t oan make no prov1a1<H'l 
tor the utilization ot the spiritual and religious 
•al.t;tee in all the sobool subJeote, which, as we shall 
see• are the ohi:et vehioles tor en understan41ng ot 

1 rajfsion. as 1 t may be te.t1flht in the public schools. tj 

The d1aadv&ntagas ar~ three told. One. 'here 

are no textbooks ~or Christian 1net~~o!1an. Th$ exiating 
. / 

"extbooks wou.l4 have to be reinterpreted by th$ teacher. 

~-Q· few teaohers nave been trained to teach trom the 

Christian point of view. beoauee tew fields h~ve be~n 
' 

retllou.ght in the tth.eistio framework. Threa 1 it an indi

Vidual is trained from early years to tbiz:1k in the frame

WOl"k ct Cbrist1an1 ty, -unless he has been edu.otltad. as to 

how the world 1a ou.rl~ently interpreting the same taots be 

has, he might find the :l!D.puet of this other view over• 

whelmi~~. ~t.nd be at a l;)sa in know1l'l!:; how to cope with 1 t. 

tu.f:he t:~tagedy in our education todi.tY 1s that in too 
.r.lrl\ny Ch:-istian. eob.ools the pupils are preseMEHl 
from the shattering 1mpnet ot what non-Christians 
are thinking and are, theratore, trequ.ently unable 
to 1neet the problarl.ta ot thought ot which 'they have 

••••••• 



never heard u.n--11 they are b~ok in the world r~n.d 
their adu.o:*' tion. 1a o11er. w l 

The tact that these d1s~<lvantages t~ra lHdng recognized is 

encourat:;ing, tor with the ra(H>gni tion will oome the a ttem.pt 

to meet the problem;. 

o. Young Pegple•s Sooiet1$s. 

In 1682 the need tor an expressional meeting 

tor young people was rnet bJ lf'ranois 1&. Clark 1Il his 

llEi~Unch1ng ot the Ohl"iat1a:n r~ndea"fO!? ~3oc1ety in i?ortland, 

Ml.l:i.ne. "rhi$ was- tor the :pu.,rpos~ of providing th~ uge 

croup Which had grown '*too Oldn tor ~1u.nday 5chool With a 

progra~ of their own ot worship, 1ustr~otion• and above 

au. expr6$$1on. The idea grew by leHpo and bounds and 

aoon denominations were organizing other G1~ular youth 

Sl"OU];Hlt attOh 6& the 'i~eat.tUU:ster lt'ellowship of tba !>resby• 

terian Owrch. 

That expre~Jsicm.al youth g:t•oups b.ava be~n 

effective is proved by the tact thl}t rtm,any Christiana 

today o&.n traoe their interel!Jt 1n the Chu.rch back to ·the 

time when thay tirst bacu.m.e active in t.he you.tb. movement. t•2 

The major diffieulty ot tbis group not being related to 

the rest ot the church progra!n has been recognized and is 

still being dealt with 1n taany ot the churches. '!'he youth 

••••••• 
l. D. G. BartlhOU.se: ~Eduoationtt 1 Revelation, J'nn. 11 1948, P• a. 
2. Vieth: op. Cit.,, P• 52. . 



sroup 1$ being included in the planning tor the tot~l 

Churah•sohaol program. l 

Aa to the extent to which this group meets the 

pl;'t>b'letll or aeoaltlriam, we imow very little, to~"' i 1 d~es 

not l:u1•e a nu.tional o.tuu:t'lOtar. l'l\trthe:r, a1noe it ia can 

$Xpl"t!UJa1o.Q.ttl mean~a, there is l1 ttle posi t1ve teacl:tina 

wnloh would meat the 1ntellef.itual d1t:t:.toult1es or the 

group. It is emphaetzed that a·keen mindeci director is 

absolutely essential tor any Pl"t:mress in tbOllSht to be 

made. 2 ,fheretore, the etteotrtveness of the youth srou.p 

as a 8tab1l1zer in thf.i m1€hJt ot a secular world is oom. • 

tmrable to that or the t;Mnd"''~Y School; it reaoh~s a few to 

a oartu.1n point, bu.t tluii.t ts not enough. 

1. Student. Work on Non..Ohnstian Oa~pusas. 

~The in:tallectual atmosphere ot our time, however, 
has o~eated a treNlendous presupposition against 
Chriatian1 ty, oonsidar&d notf 6a a bod1 of bel1-et'11 
being t~a. We ba~e witnessed thG birth ot a now 
1ntal.l.1b1lity1 thft intallibility ot hmann Ju.dgment • 
it, indeed, 1t is 'new•." 5 

Since the birth ot this new intallibili ty, there hus been: 

the birth also ot organizations which have tried to o~~n

teraot the "atm.oapi:uttren on tbe college oampu.s. Tlle luost 

••••••• 



outstanding ot these are the Youn~ :t>ien•a Christian ;';~ssg... 

ciation (and its sister organiz~xtion tor women), tbe 

Inter•Varai ty Obristi*1n lT$llowatd,.p, ~md varit'l'tts denomina

t10l'ial. centers, such aa th<~ ~fea_tminater J'ou.nda.tion-. 

a. The Young ~~en •$ Obr1s~if.~n Fel.lowsb1p. 

•.rhe history ot the Y. M. c. A. goea back to the 

midtlle of th~ nineteenth century in 1ilnaland. It was one ot 

ofa flood ot· gre;~t sQoial ~1nd philanthropic tn.QVemt;nta which 

oeme in the wake ot the eighteenth century :re'vival.1 The 

main em.phas1e ot the Y. !;!., o. JH, wns at tirst eva.ngel1arn 

ot :fOtUl& .tnen. and boys on cam:puees. In this connection th0 

printed leotttrea of o. G • .i;1nney oontrib~tad greatly to 

the Etarly evangelical eeal and methods ot the ort~~n1aation. 2 

However, it w~is. $OOn recognised that the wo:rk ~ould be 

g~eatly im:t)roved 1f it met the ep1ri taal, 1ntellectuul and 

social needs alike. D. L. Moody, holding the ~ecretary

ship in the Ohieago area, did ex.tena1 ve work 1n r.rii.1&ing 

tunda to build centers tor this three fold work to be 

carried on, tor. in tbis matmi;U;" the unollurohed men un.d boys 
:.; 

were reached. 

!J:ihe general charaoter ot the work remained tn·e 

••••••• 
l .. Two Uruvartdty f:<i.en; Modertl ~~vungel1st1o !~ovaente, P• 120. 
2. Ibid.: P• 123. 
~. Ibid.; P• lS6. 
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"In .1924 as in 1844 it regards the winning of 
yoong men ~~nd boys tor the .Lord .Jesus Ghrist 
as its primary work." l 

rro the observer today, there is a striking contrast in 

that statement and the condition of the organizational 

work in 1944 - or 1948. If the former primary aim was 

~~to relate religion to the everyday life of men and boys 

and to the problems of the day," that aim ·has been rele• 

gated to a lesser place. With that aim the organization 

no doubt tttade a great contribu. tion to meeting the problem. 

of secularism on the campus, but the situation today is 

different. The organization has succumbed to its opponent. 

"The way in which we ha:ve sold ou:r birthright is 
by secularizing, in order to achieve 'suooess' or 
win 'members.. The steady secularization of the 
Y.M .. Cu'l, is a case in point, long noted by all ob
servers, t!1ough we are now i'ortunate in that we have 
a group of natiQnal leaders in the movement who ure 
saek1ng to reverse the process.'' 2 

In recent years, therefore, the Y.M.C.l\. has been of 

11 tt~e help in meeting the philosophical and spiri tua.l 

needs ot students. 

b. The Student ChristiHn !,~ovement. 

The Student Ghristia:n Movement is the over aU 

organization which includes denominational student sr~!!ps, 

the Y.M. and Y. w~~~c •. H, and other religious bodies. 

In· the early ye~s.rs of this orga.nization, llbke 

...... 6 •.•• 

1 •. Ibid.: P• 126. ~~tili* 85 
2o Elton 'J:!rueblood: Alt·ernative to ~u vYt P• 



oerit:ra.l in emplMIUd.s. 1 In this ~raphas~s tll.e 1ndiv1duul 

we. a dealt wt th prl;tr~~~ll• In 1904 tbe approaoh \las cba.ngeu 

to apJ;Jaal more to a: group, tor "an i.nd.i viaualistic gospel 

is not likely to touoh students widely.~ 2 H$noe• the 

student was dealt with tir$t in reapect to the neade ot 

the ~No:rld, then with his own i.ucapaci ties. This Wf~S the 

fruit ot the SQoial Goap$1 which was so potnlar b$tween the 

In th.ase poat-wa:r days the initial en1phaa1s 

se~ms to be returzd.ttg., . The Oslo Confereuce beld in the 

aw:rml'$r ot 1947 was the product ot the a. o. r~. and otl:ter 

sroups. Tbe theme and pu.rposes reflect tlte olle.nging att1• 

tudes towurtl the libel'"til general.i t1ee and shallowness. 

«tfb.e tname ot the Ccn:rerenee 1.s found in the pro
clamation• '.1eaus Obr1at is Lor4j • and fi"e great 
purposes in. holcU.ng 1 t have been atiat&d i To re• 
discover together that Jeaus Chris~ is Lord; to 
rebu.1ld our tellowehip in Ch:rristJ to taco tl1e situ.
ation in the world and make good our obd.m 'Ulat 
J'esus 1-. Lord 1n oon.cn•ete we.yaJ tt.l t1nd the jolt 
J'OUng Ghr1atiaus he.ve to do individually and col• 
l.eetivel:f by prayer tJ.nd Bible etu.d:VJ end to plan 
the etra:tegy ot a world wide campaign to demon
strate 1n .t.1Vinti th$ reali'tJ ot the LordsP..iP of 
Ghrist.** ~ 

The ·ttorda uredi.scover~' nnd t~rebu1ld" are 1nd1oati'te ot the 

••••••• 
1. Two Utd.veraity t .. ~en: op. cit., P• li)7• 
2. !bidet P• 149. 
:3. A Christian Y~ar Book, lv4? edition, P• 116. 



reoogn1 tion that tor t$ period Christ the Lo:t"d was not thBir 

oomt:to.n gttGi.lnd. The indiVidual end eollect1 ve wo~k of the 

group ia combined now •1 th the itui:t vidu.al• s response to the 

a.oapal til'ltl'tt and the :S1bl.e is once more restored to 1 ts 

:rtghttul posi.tion. These very recent trends are quite pro• 

mising. i>lthougll 11 ttla. has been done to ~eat the probl.em 

of secularism on the oampua1 tlte ~'\H:tment '1s aWf.l.kening to 

the ne~d, e..a evidencod in one o:t' the Sl.:tbjeo ta wbioh was 

disc:r~J.aaed e.t the Oslo Oont~n:•ence lo.st auJruuert •'Chrtatit:~n 

nasponsib1l1 ty in a secular 'i:knviroill'!lent ... , l 

c. The Inter-varsity Christian :l]'~l.lowahip. 

reh1e $'Van~eUoal rttoveaent initiated ill lilllglund 

in the early tw~u:itieth c•n~tury, r~oved to Oana4a and started 

ohaptel!'s in the: trn1 t:ed 1Jt€ttes in the fourth deoad~h The 

central emphtlsia ut tll1a group ilas batln Bible study and 

prayer, th>j two neoda wb1ch tbe Y., 1111. c. A. and the s.c.M. 
did not aup[:·lY. 

. Although Bible study a.nd pray9r ul."'e the bases 

of this group, :Lts aotlvities are not lit.uted to these 

alone. As a means ot 6Vnngel.tsr;?., the grwps sponsor 

sooial a<rt1v1 ti<uJ, apecial speakers. d1soussi\:P!1t and 8-llY 

other project a local. chnptex• miGht choose. ll~rom the 

ech.tcetionel point ot "iew the most eoustruotiv~ me&..tns of 

•• *iii •.•• ' 



me~ting $EU)Ul.~;;.riam has bean provid0d through a monthlY 

pu.blicut1on.. li1s. artielsa are selected w1 th the student 

in mitld., Problelns ot fa1 th, ditt'ioul ties 1t1 scient11'1e 

matters, mee.ns of meeting the humanistic pbiloaopb.y, all 

are deal.t with in thia scholarly magu~ine • 

.Although numerically th~ I. v. c. F .. is small, 

its impaot has be~~n felt.• even bJ tho l.iber;;"l Ohl"istian 

gr®J.'tt. 

t'In~ou.r oo-ll:egos end u.n1 versi ties the libGrt~l toroes 
oft1.u1 count tor vnry little, beca.us~ they are sa 
lacking in either courage or 'figor, Vlhile some other 
groups, with not e. tenth as wany memb~:rs, make their 
influence talt in n rem.t\rkabl.~ way,. A W5ll 1ntorm.ed 
and hi6~bl7 intellig$nt oouus~lor,. w:r1 tins trom e. 
oampus ooeupied by mor~ than ten thousand •tudenta, 
presents this contrast in the following trenchant 
words: 'Speaking bluntly, almost the Onl1 Protestant 
studc:m.t group GU the campus that takes 1ta calling 
seriously enough to ha-ve a defined· m<~mbsrship• &.:t"ti• 
oulat0 post·ition and pay the price in Pl"t1Ctical dis• 
o:tpl1ne, 1s the local Inter-Varsity·Cbr1st1an Fellow• 
ahip. The kindly '11147 ot wall bred people who wel• 
cora~ all in their oontpany who hEilYG a selUia of h.u.mor 
and. don't raise thrd.r voices wh~n they talk • seems 
an inadequate basis of t4a1ntuin1ng membership in a 
movertent which ola1tna to be revolutionary in ita 
impact." l. 

'I'h!.ts the Xnter-Varsi.ty C:txristian Fellowship has in a. mea

sure met 'the problat'il of seoultu:."ism on tbe ot~mpus. 

2. Departments ot ieligion in Non•Ohristian Schools. 

*'Educated paople have a knowledge of tine arta, 
soieno$, government; economies, an~ other reauru$ 
ot univers~l $OC1al exp$rianoe1 but are unedu
cated on the same aoudemie level in religion.~ 2 

••••••• 
l. Tru.eblood: op. 01 t., P• as. 
2. "est: op,. cit., P• 115. 



Leaving the wo1•d *~eductitedtt out. that ett11t.en1ent CO!J.ld well 

be used by the Salecti"Wa llervice of our nration,. for in 

this lnat Wti.r WG have been appalled at the laok 0~ reU.• 
I . 

gioua training or knowledge which w~s s~~ through indue• 

tive exruunation.s. I;,erhaps thiG is one ot ·th0 reasons. our 

l'U!!ottlur colleges and u.niv~rai ties ho:ve t'bitveloped a new 

inter~,st in departmenttl ot re.l1g1.on. 

ttr.fba most encouraging !GiOtor in the college reli• 
gioua scene is the growing sense bt responsibility 
on tbe 1>~~rt ot ooll6!l~ adlniniat.J."ators for inte
gr~:~.t.tnf~ rr:iligion witb the whole work ot higher 
eduoat1o.n. •. This new OOJ.1Gel.'!n is let1d1ng '·the stu"e 
univerai ties to gtve ~n.ore enoourage.g,te;nt ·to the tt'H~\.lh• 
ing of religion in th~ ourriculu~.n l 

Upon ti!'st itnpreeaiou, this would seem. quite 

Gncourag1ng. lfoweve:t·, when one conaidere the rest ot the 

OU.l"l"ioulum, its ba.ab philosophy, ita ungodly professors, 

and tb.e &$All nu.m'ber who 'i'I01J.ld ~nroll 1n au.ch olassea, the 

dep6.r~ment ot religion is comparable to the work ot the 

Sunday :.Jchool. 

nDr. ¥f1lliam Lyon . .i:ilhelpfS tall.s t.u.;, in his tasc1-
uting Jtu.tobiogra.phy, that be •w{iS invited to 
teach 1J1 e. oertrd.n college, and was asked if I 
could keep mJ religion ~~t ot the class ro~m; on 
my telling this to ~a1dent Dwight he laughed 
and staid., '~~r Qwn. obt•erv:tttion shows tlll':tt college 
t$aCh$lr.a who· are rel.igiotufl never tn•Jnl.tion it, 
wherea$ those who a.r(:l antireligious impttaus theit" 
views on tlte students and tc:.lk ubout it consta.nt-
11'• 'i " 2 

As is the ouse in :t1eleused '1.:1r:.te~ compartment-

......... 
1. Clarence 1>. Shedd~ The· bhuroh ~'ollws Ita stud~uta, 

P• 47. 
2. Wilbur ~~m.i th: op. 01 to, P• . 485* 



;al1:.1ng serv~s to make 1n. tbe pupil's mind e dividing 

line betwetttl th!:~t which is ttsaoretP1 and tl~t which is . 

"Some adjust their religion to so1e.noe; others 
adjust the1~ science to relig1on... Still. others 
keep the two in separate oo.tl.lpa?tnua.trt:s.- or giv& 
-.hem distinoti v~ places in S~'110 large synthesis ••• 
Id$ally • ot course, one .should b.Ol>a tor I.aore thll.n 
tll1a. liM scboult'l hope to achieve soma higher 
synthesis 1n which $Oienoa and religion would not 
only co-exist, but raintoroe one 1iUloither. ~ l 

l 

TbQ college student would not t1nd~. as supposed, 

that in his olass in reli§~iou his, religious nat-r.~;:r& was 

beins e~hJ.<n.tad.. Ruther. he wou.ld tinally..besin. to aet.J ~ 

Sb{arp line ot' diat1not1t:nt betwe~n what bt:t -.;oa to believe 

in his ola.sa in religion and whet he waa to believe in his 

biology class• Is£. lllU!l P.~i..,! g. J!.!r.s~nll !f<\1 tlt• . 
•acience is an acoumul~ted kn~Nledga, systematized 
and der:··i vea by liaxperimental methods in reference 
to conceive gen.~eral. laws or probabilitiea~ •• 
Soientism, as all· other tams, is a taith •. It ia a 
t:t1l1 t.n in· the uni varanl adequacy ot scien'i#itic pro-
ce~du.res. ~,. 2 · 

A atriking illustration of the tai th .t\mt:n~·icans have ln. 

science is an editorial repercuseivn in the Saturday 

!:htview ot L1 ~eratu.re, entitled., ltJ.Att the Eagle scream." 

~It is even trite to so,y that wa are incomparQbly 
the richest and lttost poweri\ll na t1on on Eh1rth. 
our deb'lOOr&t1o inst1 tu tions have emerged trOJil the 
wa~ uni~p&ired. ~ inventive oapaoit~ 1a still 
phenomenal.". our so1en:t1sta. lead the \lorld. ~~e 

• ... ~··. 
1. 1:l.o)?tont op. oit. • P• xv1. 
2• West.;: op. o1t., p~ l5a. 



o~mld supply the world with na.tul:'nl conV.inienoes 
and all the other oevioas which minister to man•s 
health and comfort and ease.rt l 

Tba writer then makes a long list ·or mat~rial blessings 

with which we 

11look to the tu.ture with confidence and oourage, 
ao that we may have the power to regenerate and 
come to the aid of all mankind.n 2 

Faith hare certainly lies in the realm of the natural. Bllt 

the Christian educator soys that "enduring social transtor-

mation is impossible of rea~ization without changed human 

hearts. n 3 The student cannot hold bo;th these views at 

once; he must make n choice. And if the rest ot his col

lege lite and thought is humanistic and naturalistic, the 

main weight of the decision will rest there. 

A tew educators are becoming conscious of this 

problem and see the need for Christian emphasis in all 

realms ot life. 

"Religion is always a mo:r:-e redemptive force in those 
universities where the administrQtion seeks for 
religious quality in its faculty, and give intelli• 
gent and unambiguous support to ~ny movement that 
may have religious signif1oance for any part or tor 
all of the university oonstituene~• The diffi
culties of the past two decao.es have been enormous, 
coming as they have out of the seeula~ization of 
life in general." 4 

Again, it was said in the Annual Report of the General sec

retary to the Council of Ohuroh Boards ·of Educatiozu 

•••••••••• 
l. P£rrison Smith: «Let the Eagle Scream,n Saturday 

neview of Literature, J.mreh 15, 1945, p. 208. 
2. Ibid. . 
3. H. Gross: "The Christian College in the Post War \'lorld;tt 

Ohristian Education, March, 1945. 
4. Shedd: op. oit., p. 48. 



nit is a joy to report that the colleges are be• 
eo~1n~ more oonaoious that the11." reapons1bility 
111 ohe.:raoter development and t>ellgious training 
is a tot&l t.· nd not onJ..y .. c. departmental reapon
s1b1lit7•" • 

:s. The Ohurob li~2fl.t~d OoUege. 

During the twentieth oenttu•y there has baen a 

decline ot the Obristian oharao~~r ot the ohuroh rela.ted 

college, due to the philosophical ~oundat1ons being ad• 

justed to the secular trend. 

"EduoQtional movement~. 1n Amerioa. tend to d1m1niah 
the ditter&noes between onurob institutions and 
non.Ohr1at1an schools. Some Amer1oan educators 
hold that al.l Ainerican education is Christian. 
This •ort ot thinking has inhibited oritical analy• 
sis ot basic educationa.l ~hilosopbies. ;tn iW!erioa 
1 t is possible tor an, institution t•> lle.ve a oon• 
trolling •duoational.philosGpby that ia not Ohria
ti~n. AndF ~rthermore, it is possible tor a non
Christian philosoph)' to underlie the eduoatiol'Utl 
work of a churoh related sobool. The whole at 
eduo~tion in Atner1ea. w1ll be strengthened it out• 
standing Christian educators critically examine 
mOdern educational theories and etteotively expose 
their non•Obristian 1mpl1oat1ons.rt a 

Herein is one of the most poignant and urgent pleas ot our 

dayo Robe-rt lhtohins ot Ohic(4Jo University struck this 

keynote when he nd<treasad the ~egional meeting ·ot Catholic 

oolleges and uni vertd ties ot the JU.ddle \:Ve~rt. 

wrhe trouble with you Catholic oolleses is that you 
are not Oe.tholto enough. You have taken wh~$t is 
worst in aeeulu~ colleges and discarded what wns 
best in your own.~ 5 

........ 
1 • .ann.uol Report of the General Seorett~ry to the CaJ.noil 

ot Ohuroh BQards of E:du.cat1on: Christian Education, 
Mftroh 1945• P• 21~. 

2. Groes: op. e1t., P• 200. 
3. l'• J. l&lrtin, ttNot Christian .l~nou.gnTt • Christian l~u

oat1on, June 1945, p. 261. 



!<i.artitl, ?resident ot Lor~s Collage, Iowa, continues with 

th~ accusation: 

"Now I wonder 1t.thnt reminder oould not be made 
more comprehensive so that we might say, "*Chris• 
~1an colleges are not Ohr1st1an enough ••• ?~ 

Inorens1ngly religious aot1v1t1ea have been 

lett to outside oraantzations in the ohttroh related col• 

lege. One now sees little ditferenoe in tl.\em tram the 

non-protesa1ng secular campus. 

"Aoti vi tie~ e.ra lei)t to extra ... currioultU." orse,niza• 
tious Uke th.e Y. M. o, • • • • Oertainly Jteligious 
aoti 'ti ties sb.ould not be oompu.lsory.j neither · 
should they be left to an outside organization. 
the religious lite ot a Christian institution 
should belong to the institution itself in coopera
tion with the churon.n 2 

It 1s not so m.uoh Christian aot1 vi tieu vdlioh the stta.dent 

needs, i't; is Christian thougilt patterns. Ji.ctivit1ea are 

expressive, and if 'there is no real Christian thought with,-

1n, then activities are pu~osele$s, 

u~vbat students need is diaciplina in the synthetic 
metllod., They need to learn how to relate tbinga 
to one another and how to achieve tor themselves, 
with the aid of t&Qse who are mo~e experienced 
and informed, a larger.- perspective and a more in• 
olusive v1aion. 1t 3 · 

The unique ccurtr1bution of tbe Ohristian 

college is that there is a center to which all tbesea 

••••••• 
1. Ibid. 
s. s • .a. Devan; nuelit;ion Looks at Liberal M;duoation"• 

Ohristian ~duoet1on, luna 19451 P• 288. 
z. David ~f. Sop$rf-- "!he Ciu'1st1au College and Liberal 

Edu.Oi\tionn, Christ1~~n Rduoatton, Sept. 1945, P• 41. 



Ul(inkind• lk"'any ot• the aeoula.r colleges ure trying to tind 

a center tor th3ir ourriculu.m1 and recently ihere r~e.s 

been n return to the hw:nani tif)a to:c this purpose. 

''American education now taoes a :revival ot humani
tarian a.:nd classical hut:aani.Sl§l• These resurgent 
.bumani~ma are combiniug to ohallt~,mge the orthOdQX 
dom1n~ctt1on of pragmatic hu.rnanism in or 1ze4 
edu.oa. t1oth , • "fhe1r cotatllon concern is or co&lll'd t• 
ment and integration ot iU.!lerioatl education in teltms ot 
the democratic i'aith and tradition of Western 
oiviUaation-. ~· l 

!lowe'far. tlle f!:da:mooratio tai tb ~u1d tradition ot Was tern 

c1vil1zation"' are rooted in· Ollr1st1a.n1ty, and u return to 

the human1 ticua is only a par$1al retu.x>n. .It therefore 

still li"~J.ns ";he task of the Ohrint1an collee;efi to rela·te 

all ot lite to orthodox Obriatiani t;y. In this tca1k, the 

Ohl"1st1u.n educator pla.Js th~ leading role. 

"'.Professors wllo are Christian• is the moat vi tal 
part of the 1"$ligious program ot an:v ooUege ••• 
~r sciences, our aits. ~r conceptions of s~~ety 
must Of.'m.t6 baek,. or l"tlther., they must move tor~:. 
W~trdl to ~;,;n integrt~tion with one another 1n the 
kl.l.tm e,Jgl!:l ot \tOd end find their ll'u1aon d •etro in 
the aceomplisb.1ng ot His tf1ll tor mankind. w a 

J\8 w1 tn student groups,. eo nl.so the denomina.

tional colleges are returnin{; to their origi:nfli.l aim and 

Christian vitality. Que ot the m41n reasons tor this 

return is th$ tact thttlt secular oduont1on 1 tselt is now 

recognizing its failure to give this generation any moti• 

vmting philosophy or lite.-. ~rhEJ seoond '£~~:-14 -~~til' in one 

••••••• 
1. West: op. ott •• P• 170. 
a. Devan: op. oit ... P• 283. 



sen.erat1on served to sl:tt:t.t'$er the ta1 th ot many in the 

ability of men and man•s invan111ons s.rtd reasoning to solve 

the problems of our day, whioh ere more oo:r.uplex and m.ani• 

told tban in any generu t1on \Hi! fore• Up to this time we 

have been eating ot the fm11is ot the faith of ~.1r tattlers.: 

Now that that tat 'fill is gone ana our Olin mixed fai tb. 1n 

materialism is gone also, we baire been left desolate. 'fhe 

world balds little promise. Thus we taoa now a great 

turning back to tai th 1n a Power beyond ourr.H:Jlveut. 

"Tbe first Christian oolleges were u.nques·tioned 
allies ot the Chr1at1tnt ·church. .In tru.th1 they 
were the Church in actioll in educa t1 on... 'I'hey ••• 
diligently cultiV(ltea the spiritual lite of their 
students. The ourriou.la inolu.de(\ courses 1n 
tlleology and philo~ophy, ~1nd consoions ettorts 
were ma.de to r4tlats students 1ntell.1gemtly to 
religion. Their teaobers accepted the Ohristian 
view ot 11te.tt J.: 

It would be :rffther rutive to a&.y 'tihat there ia 

in progress a maaa returning to religious thought • we 

heve not rea.cneli that point yet,. However, in contrast to 

the plans of secular education in these poat-war nays, 2 

the plans ot heratotora nominally Christian educators are · 

detini t$17 ot a deepe;L"' Christian obaraotrtr. !"fba 1eauea 

ot the publioat1ona, Religious 100.u,cat1on· r.;;lld Christian 

Education~ dur1ttg the pust, three years ara full. of articles 

in<U .. ot~ ting this a tap toreward • 

••••••• 
l. Gross: op. cit., P• 202. 
2. Ante: P• 24. 



4. Indepeitndent Ohr1s11an Institutions 

The failure ot the denomina ti.onal church ool.

l~ges to keep their educational philosoph7 tree tram the 

secul~r trend of odu.oation in t:tte 1rwontieth century oauaad 

an unusual growth fUld in:terest 1n independent Christian 

oollegea !Uld inlllti tufies among oonser'tati'Ve Ohrist1anth The 
' 

tremendous growth ot oolleges such as Asbury, · . Bob Iones' 

University, .f.Iou.ghton, Taylor- riesttnoni; and wnaat..,n 
·': 

is testimony to thfl need ot w.ch schools. 1~1 thin ·'the last 

decade many of l;hese sobools have ntore tb.&n doubled their 

euoll.ro.ent. 

It ia the .tirst po$tulate ot these schools 

that a secular education with religious neide interests~ 

ia 1nwt!'1c1ent to produoe real Christian oon"1ction. 
/ 

flQod cannot be mad~ either real or controlling 
to_people whose education bas been baaed upon 
a secular, meobanistio and lttate:rial point ot 
.view• n l- . 

It 1~ not 1mposaible to go to a secular sobool €1-lld ma.1nta1n 

on••s Christian tatth, but it takes a very i:ndepe.rtdent and 

•' 

tian t$rms. Often a Ghrtatian interpretation is euperim• 

posed upon en ant1~0hrist1an viewpoint: aooner or later 

the two will clash and doubts.and disbelief will arise. 

···~··· 



This is the :reaaox1 that th~ plea tor Ohr1at1an educators 

to rethink their tielda in the tramework of Christian 

belief has been reiterated. in these pest taw yea1·s. 

'!'he independent Ohriatian aohool has two main 

adv~ntagea over the denominational school. One 1& that 

with a faculty and board or trustees agreed upon the pre• 

eminence ot the Christian view above nll else, they are 

tree to insist u.pon a detini'Ce ral1g1~JUs oon'f1ot1on ot 

each of 1 ts ta.eul ty members. 

"Sometimes teaoherst while pursuing a spee1al1med 
eduoat1oual progr4'.un, do not develop an under• 
standing of their soaial o:t rel1g1ou,s obl1~ti<.ms. 
Furtnermor~. the ~endenoy •o oona14er that a per
son-~ s reUgi()U.s lite ia a priva~e 1natter pre
cludes admin1strator8 trom en~1r1ng about pro
spective teachers' relig1~a views. o~"roh rela• 
t1onahip, or personal. philosophy ot life... In 
some ina'it~noes, narrow interpretations ot 1ihe 
meanitlS ot' aoa4emic fr$e4oxa protected teachers 
Who.we.rt) un&Jli.P&'thetic with the mission ot tbe 
Christian college while theJ undermined its basic 
pb.1losopbies. " l. . . 

The ltecond advantage is that 1n thie post•wa..r 

world denmd.na.tional. differences are d1m1n1shifl8 and tbere 

ia great !ntere:st in eoumanioit;y. The independent Chtis""' 

titu1 schl)ol M$ no sectarian &.mphasis, bu.t rather testifies 

practically to the unity of the api~it in Christiana ot 

e~ery denomination. 

There is one outstanding disadvan•ase which 

has already been oited in relation to paroohi~l sohoola. 2 

••••••• 
1. Gross: op. cit., P• 203. 
2• .£1nte: P• 48. 



In receiving a thorou~hlJ Christian edue~tion. a student 

who has been sheltered from current seoul&r thinking ~nd 

living otten finds in taking his place in society atter 

his tol."mtll education 1s finished that he doea not know 

how to oops with the minda ot tboae whoae edueati~>nal 

prem1Ga$ ha~e been so different. The tact that this prob

lem i.s recognized is the first step toward solving it. 

In the Uni,ed States there exists a number of 

Onristien youth sroupa whioh are endeavoring in some 

measure to eombelt the problern ot seC\ll~:trism. In this 

chapter we have eztunined, first. those lthieh worked with 

students in elemex:rtary education, and secondly, those 

wh1oh worked with studGnta in higher education. 

In both groups 1 t was found th~t sOtne ot the 

organizations are extra .. cu,rricu.lar, some ourriou.lar, and 

so:me cont:roll1!13 the entir-e ourr.lculum.. 

In all these sroupa th.ere 1a a new a.nd. vital. 

1ntereet in increasing their ettect1veneas. a desire to 

make Obr1stian1ty oen.tral and luot1'tst1ng to all at life; 

this being the only answer ot Christ1an1ty in a secular 

world. 





'rh!$ beginning& of education in ~rica were 

tror:a a Oh.r1at1an motivation and ware linked closely with 

the c.huren. J~s the nation grew westward, the philosophy 

and textbooks ot the &\ateru edttoational system were eon• 

tinued in the new schools, However. during the n1ne• 

teenth century. spiri~al, economic and political changes 

were m.old1ng e. new ph1lo$ophy into J~merioar.t lit'Gt which 

waa retleoten in the educational 1natitat1ons ot the ooun• 

try. .American learning came to .be ba~).ed on a matE'#rial1.st1o, 

natu~al1st1o philosophy. 
I 

The twentieth oen~ry found nearly all ot edu• 

cation com.ple't;ely seou.lru:"iaed, and omsequently vur1oue 

student or6tUd.zat1or.u;; arostt 1n an attempt to 1.f.l.Get thiie P110b• 

lem. In Chapter Two p~eaen$ dey education wns examined to 

41soaver the na'lru.re and extent ot seoul{'tr1sm in our schools . 

and uni"fersi ties. It was found that curriculum, textbooks; 

ex1fra•ourr1cular activities and the baa1o philosophy wero 

all affected by the spirit ot saoulartam. and that students 

are ac0king tor an intasrating t:~otor ot life, oOL11e eon

soicuslJ, others suboonac1oualy. 



A br1et bis•or, und a~udy of the existing 

a~dent organizations which have been to~ed to meet the 

p~oblems of youth oornprised the Third Chapter. some ct 

Uhese organ1zat1otla were co,tUlacted with the ohuroh, some 
. . 

were 1n.depen.d&nt ot the obU.rob., but sti.ll in oooperation 

with it. It wae. noted tllat m&nlf group$ •ere :J.neffective 

because they bad aucoumbed to the infh\ence ot' secularism 

themselves. But these ~roup$ are now expe:rienoing a retu.rn 

to the baa1o postulates ot: Christianity and otter weh 

pro~nisa in the battla oc Ghr1at1an1 ty wi tb aeouleriu. 

B. Conoluaiona 

The problem Gt seoularism is much more urg~m.t 

than the organized oburoh re~lises. The church is com• 

rne1r generation was raised 1n 
i 

fUi age whon spiri tu~;.l belief and; Cuistian conoepta were 

still gene~ally aooepted. They are still li11pg on the 

frttits ot their early trainillS• ant the gsneratio~ which 

comprises OUl." stu.dent population today has bad Biblical 

training extracted from their public E:tChool eduoa'ltion and 

belief 1n tho supernatural has ba11n ruled_ out tht>QU.gh 

''5oifent1smtt • Y®th wday 1s sueceptibl-.._ to Gtrenge loyal-
~;;. I 

t'ies1 wh1oh t'ire contrary to demooraoy e.n4 O.hr1tlt1anlty~~ 

Unless Ohrist1an1ty 1s put on an appealing intellectual 

baLd.s, as well as emotional, ssouarism wiU continue to 



When on$ a'&udiee 'the fotuld1ng and · growth of 

Cltr1st1~n organizations tor 1oath in bWSrioa, there is a 

thrill in real.1z1ng tba devotion and zeal which have been 

in them• However, studying them as isolated from other 

oont~:porary 1ntluenoes gives onlJ one side ot the pietul"'(h 

Wben they are studied 1n their rel~tion to the tremendous 

surg$ ot anti• Christian lntluan.oe$, the ettectiVtiUleMs o.t 

the SUnday Hchoolf the Ywng ~ten's Cht"ist1an Aafjociation. 

and like group$ dwindl•a to li't~le more than that ot one 

course in a. wid~ ou:rr:t.oulu.m.J trsr a tew, 1Ulf:l w one course 

might mold the entire aohedul.e, bu.t tor the gl"$&t maJority, 

it 1s but a J(U.,.t ot the whole. OrgWlized Christian ettorts 

mast pervade tn~ en:t1re th1nld.ng process ot t~ individuals 

whotn theJ reaoh, rmJ.st, in s~ be tihe integrating f.tto~or 

ot lite, tor Chl"'ist claimed that t•wnos(l)9ver will lose hia 

lite tor my sake• the sa~e shall aave :tt.n l 

Becaus~ the wol"ld is looking tor an answer to'l! 

winning the peace, and beoausa Ch.r1stianity has faile4 to 

meet $GOttlar1sm on a sound 1n.tellectu.al basis, the main 

"*$k whioh confronts the church today :i.e to train Christian 

J<OU th in the- various fields ot laa.rn1ng.. but wi 'th a eon• 

sistent, tlloroui;~h, theistic interpretation. It .J:om&.ins the 

••••••• 



problem ot our Uhristian educators to rethink their fields 
' 

so &.$ to make their courses and their oollegea an effective 

trainiU£ place tor Christian JOU.th. 

Probabl1 the most encou.raging conclusion to be 

drawn ia the taot thi'it the orgtmizu.tioua which were liberal. 

or m.oderntat1o during the period between 'the two world wars 

ha'Ve bean awakening to the 1:ntluenue that secularism has 

had upon them, and are returnint1 now, at least throuih the 

beads ot these organizations, to a more spiritual and evan• 

gelioal emphasis. The praotioa ot reducing Christianity 

to the same naturalistic level as secular educs.tion marred 

the testimony ot the oburoh and oanoelled 1ts eftect1veness 

in reaoh1ns youth. Often these graaps did not reach youth 

tor Jesus Christ, bat for an abstract ideal. That was 

found to be ineutt1cient and not satisfying. With the 

return now to taith 1n Christ as Lord 6nd Savior the work 

ot Christian leadere will be'turthered greatly. 
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