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- INTRODUCT ION



INTRODUCT ION
A. Statement of the Problem

In recent years Ghina has made tremendous
strides in every phase of life. Outside of the church
modern western methods and 1ldeas have been incorporated
in the development of life and thought. If the church
is to participate in this advancement it must see to it
that these methods and 1ldeas are permeated with Christian
ideals in order that the best gifts of the Chinesé may
be dedicated to God and used for the bringing in of His
kingdom. The achievement of such a goal demands an ade-
quate indigenous leadership. In a measure the church in
China has realized the need of developing Chinese leaders
in religious education and during this past decade the
National Committee for Christian Religious Education in
China has been functioning to assist in the training of
this leadership. But the church in China is handicapped
by a small staff and insufficient meané to carry out an
adequate program In a land larger than the whole of Eu-
rope or nearly half as large again as the United States
of America. For this reason it 1s generally recognized
that only a beginning has been made.

¥While West China is becoming rapidly modern-

1



ized, Christian education in Szechwan has so far
touched but a fringe of the vast §6pnlation; Modern
education, which 1s now available seven for women and
girls, has largely a materialistic trend. The danger
lies in the possibllity of students being left ex-
clualvely to the influence of instruction that is at
best agnostic, at worst athelstic. Thus the need 1is
urgent. 4
It is considered axiomatiec today that

nations can be effectively evangelized only by thelr
own nationals. That women wlll have an important
part in this program is evident. Sweeping changes
in the eastern world are vitally affecting the
position of women in China. 1In Re-Thinking Missions,
for example, the following statement is found:

"The dissolution of the o0ld family system

which is the result of many foreces, is

liverating the women of China from the trad-

itions of famlly dependence into the expand-

ing freedom of an individual life. New

concepts of betrothal, marrlage and the home,

more freedom of social relationships, a grow-

ing urge for economic independence, the active

participation of women in national affairs

are mlle-stones of_ progress in the life of

women in China," 1
Hence the church is confronted wlth tha'naeassity
of putting within reach of selected individual

“»S @& © & & » 9

l. %W. B. Hocking, Re-Thinking Missions, p. 266




women an equlpment which will fit them to carry
forward without undue delay the great work pf
evangelism. _

In the light of this situation it 1s the
purpose of this thesis to show the need for,and to
suggest a program of, Christian voluntary lay leader-
ship training for women; and,in view of the writer's
ex@erience as a misslonary in Wesﬁ Szechwan, Chinsa,
to consider the program in relation to this specific
field.

B. Delimitation of the Fleld

Because of the wide scope of the subject
under consideration, for the purpose of research
the field will be confined to women students of
junior or senior middle school grade, to young
women beyond school age who have had some educa-
tion, and to older women who have not had a formal
education but are able to read and write. College
students will not be included.

As indicated in the statement of the
problem, while general aspects of Christian leader-
ship training will naturally be involved, definite

application will be limited to West Szechwan.




Cs Method of Procedure

As a background for this study of
Christian leadershlp training the first step will
be a survey of the work of the China Inland Mission
in West Szechwan. This will entail an evaluation
of present procedures. The second step will be
to present those movements which are affecting
the sducation of women in China today, with parti-
cular reference to West Szechwan. The fundamentals
of a program of rural Christian work in China with
special reference tc women will be reviewed. The
Report of the Jerusalem Meeting of the International

Missionary Council in December, 1928, stating features

considered essential to a Christian approach to vils-
lage 1ife will be the baslis of this study. Some
tested plans used in the Far Eashk with reference to
women will be set forth in order to discover helpful
practical suggestions for training of women leaderse.
This wili comprise the third step. Training of

rural Chinese women for voluntary lay leadershlp

will be studied as the fourth step. A genersl sum-

mary with conclusions and recommendations for a more

canprehensive program for the future will sum-up the

procedurs, .
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CHAPTER 1

THE CHINA INLARD MISSION IN WEST SZECHWAN
- WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO WOMEN

A. Introduction

In a recent publication entitled

China's Borderlands, C. C. Crisler gives a

glimpse of the province of Szechwan:

"Like a lovely bejeweled queen among the
fair galaxy of China's provinces stands
Sgechwan, far to the west, with Yunnan
and Kwelchow at her right and Kansu and
Shensi at her left, as she faces her
sister provinces of Central and East China,
Rising 1in the Himalayan heights that form
the western borders of this province and
flowing across her vast areas, the
Yangtze passes through the gorges that
give to her a splendid isolation and
flows on as one of earth's mightiest
rivers, through the fertile valleys of
the plains to the sea near Shanghail,

Not until the gorges were glven years

of intensive study and hydrographic
research, and steamers combining the
opposite features of light draft and
heavy power were designed and bullt,

was Szechwan's isolation partially
remedied. Today one may go from one's
home in Shanghei to a wharf along the
water front, board a small but well-
appointed steamer of the shallow-
bottomed and powerfully engined type,
remain aboard the vessel from eleven

to fifteen days without change, and be
landed in Chungking, Sgzechwan's metrop-
olis and chief trading center, fifteen




hundred miles westward from the sea. By

alrways recently inaugurated, the journey

may now be made from Shanghal to Chungking

and Chengtu in one day.

"But 1t_is in the lovely and populous

hsiens 1 within Szechwan's broad expanses

that we have the deepest and most abiding

interest; for here 1s spread before us a

ms jor mission problem," 2

West Szechwan has about 25,000,000

people. The claims of this province, so appeal-
ing, so impelling, are beyond estimate, and
demand the puttling forth of such effort as
will ensure the completion of the given task to
preach the gospel to every creature. It is the
purpose of this chapter to present the work of
the China Inland Misslon in West Szechwan with
special reference to women. A brief history
will be glven and the present situation will be
reviewed 1in order to determine the need of train-

ing lay women leaders for rural work.

The following sources were consultsd

for material: China Inland Mission Annual Reports

for 1933, 1936, and 1937; China Inland Mission
Informational Tract; West China Missionary News,
* . * L ] L) . ]

l. A hsien is & county.
2. Crisler, C. C., China's Borderlands, p. 215.



February 1938; C. C. Crisler, China's Borderlands.
Besides material obtained from these sources the
writer has drawn upon her own experience in mission

work in West Szechwan.

B. History and Present Conditions
1. Brief History

The China Inland Mission was formed in
1865 "under a deep sense of China's pressing need",l
by the Rev. J. Hudson Taylor. Work in West Szechwan
began as early as 1877, strategic centers being
opened from that date. In 1926-27 a wldespread
outbreak of anti-foreign feeling caused a general
evacuation of workers‘of all societies,

The several hundred C. I. M. workers
compelled for the time being to remain at the coast
met in conference. As a result, a new Forward Move-
ment was inltiated. The earlyevangelistic aim of
the Mission was re-emphasized, namely:g"To evangelize
China's INLAND provinces, giving the GOSPEL to every
creature and building up a native church, in obed-
ience to the command of our Lord and constrained
l. China Inland Mission Informational Tract,

2. P13,




by the love of Christ andthe hope of Hls coming",
The responsibility for existing established work
was to be transferred to Chinese leaders. The
missionaries were to press forward into the un-
evangelized regions, with the aild of Chinese
evangellsts and Bible-women when available. To
thlis end missionaries and Chinese churches and
thelr leaders are uniting in a new and intensive
program of forward evangelism, both within the
districts surrounding the present misslonary
stations and also onward toward the vast outlying
reglons beyond the fleld of present occupation.
2. Problem of Lay Leadership.

In carrying out the aim of the mission,
the Gospel has been pfeadhed. Extensive evan-
gelistic work has resulted in a native church,
Very slowly an indlgenous church is developing
along self-suppqrting and self-propagating lines.
While there is some ground for encouragement,
there 1s also an outstanding lack. This was
clearly stated in the China Inland Misslion Year
Book for 1953,las follows,

* * * L 4 L} [ 4 L

1. Report of C. I. M. 1933, The Glory of Thy
Kingdom, p. 22.




"Our ever-recurrent problem is how and when we
shall get suitable Chinese colleagues who will
cooperate with us wholeheartedly for the exten-
sion of God's Kingdom, and who will count all
things loss for the preaching of the gospel. It
appears to us that in the fubure more than per-
haps anything else we shall have to focus our
attention on the difficult task of fostering
spiritual church leaders and Gospel workers."

The selection and training of lay leaders is the vital

need at present. This is substantiated in an article
1

in the West China Missionary News, as follows,

"It is not enough to hope for leadership in a
world situation so desperately needing it.
Everyone who resists the drift and shares in
the great task of putting force and drive into
making the world better and happier is doing
something towards creating leaders and the kind
of society in which they can serve mankind most

frultfully."”

Roberta Chang in writing on "Some Problems of
ﬁWomen" gives emphasis to the need of tralning women for
places of leadership. She says, ~

iTo thgse engaged in studying how to meet the
social problems of Chinese women, the outstand-

ing difflculty is the dearth of women who are
really trained to help meet some of the needs of

the hour."
The C, I. M. church in West Szechwan 1s the

scene of a more or less consistent program of Christian
murture for its entire constituenty. Fifty-seven misslon-
arles in 1936 assisted in the work. Not always, however,
has there been a clear-cut distinction between the two
phases of general adult education and specific educa-
tion for voluntary lay service in the church.

L L4 L L ] . L -

l. West China Missionary News, February, 1938, p. 18
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3. The Present Situation

The recent C. I. Ms Year Book for 1937
entitled "The Clouds His Chariot" reviewed the
present situation under five headings. This pro-
cedure is belng followed here in presenting the
work in the district of West Szechwan, except that
there 1s added a discussion of the teaching program
in the province.

a. Church Membership

According to the C. I. M. Statistical
Report for 1936 the total communicant membership
of the churches associated with the C. I. M. in’
this district is 1454. The number of stations
is 22 with 53 outstations. Nine of the stations‘
have been opened within the last ten years and
are considered Forward Movement centers. There
are 22 organized churches with two ordained pastors.
Besides members actually enrolled in the church,
there has been a steady growth in the number of
enquirers and catechumens., This 1s a cause for
thanksgiving to God, but there are some matters
which give rise to not a little conéern. For

example, the number of enquirers and catechumens
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who actually join the church is small, and in
addition, there 1s leakage in church membership =-
problems which are having the earnest and prayer-
ful attention of the church leaders.
b. Teaching Program

The teaching of adult women is generally
carried out in the followling manner. At each
center, courses are planned to meet the needs of
enquirers, catechumens, and members. For the most
part, the Home Study Course for Chinese Christlans
is used. The Preparation Course for Beginners
meets the needs of enquirers. They are expected

to learn to read. They study the following simple

tradts or booklets: Only one true God; True doctrine;

Exhortation to the world; First Steps in Holy doc-
trine; An easy catechism; Gospel Reader Part I or

Short Steps to Great Truths; The Ten Commandments;

The Lord's Prayer and two lmportant hymns are memor-

ized. Catechumens follow Section I. Members, when
sufficiently interested, continue the study through
Section IV,

Each section, which is divided into four
terms, would regulire at least a year to complete

the work.
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The First Section includes the study of
Matthew's Gospel, and the Acts; Matson's 01d Tes-
tament History, Chapters 1 - 52; the telling of
two Bible stories; and the memorizing of twelve
hymns; also the names of the books of the Bilble.

The Second Section offers Bible study
of Romans, Hebrews, and Jémes; a review of Matson's
0ld Testament History and completion of the book;
memorization of five hymns and a dozen selected
Psalms; the telling of two Bible stories; and the
giving of two Gospel addresses.

The Third Section curriculum 1is all
Bible study, which includes the Gospel of John and
the Thessalonian epistles in the New Testament,
In the 014 Testament. Genesis and Exodus are
studied. Chapters one to ten in Proverbs are
memorized, also ten Psalms.

In the Fourth Section the New Testa=-
ment Bible study covers the Corinthian eplstles,
Ephesians, and Philippians., In the 0ld Testament
Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, and Judges are

studied, The memorization of chapters eleven
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to twenty of Proverbs and ten selected Psalms
is expected.

Completion of these four sections gives
a church member a thorough grounding in Scripture
content and ability to tell 6thers what has been
studied.

A two months'! Bible School during
September and October fo? salaried and lay workers
has been carried on for several years., This is
supplemented by supervised training at some
stations.

c. Legdership

In the 22 organized churches of the
Ce Is Me in West Szechwan Chinese leaders wholly
supported by mission or foreign funds number ¥
men and 4 women. An increasing nﬁmber of these
workers are wholly supported by the churches,
while a mission subsidy is given vowards the
support of cthers -« 10 men and 4 women. There
is ample evidence that not a few of the pastors
and other leaders are developing in spiritual
gifts, as well as in general ablillty to carry
their responsibilities, Their preaching is thor-

ocughly centered in the eternal verities of the Falth.
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One result of the C. I. M. policy of
establishing indigenous churches is that the
ma jority of church leaders are men and women
who "ablde in that calling wherein they were
called"., There are 33 whole or part time vol-
untary workers which include 10 women. Some of
these are truly dedicated to the service of
God and thelr messages are a help to many.
Most of them have very inadequate equipment,
though they are doing the best of which they
are capable.

de. ’Giving

That the cost of living is increasing
everywhere makeé it more and more difficult for
the churches to support salaried workers. In
Chungking, a large clty church, the goal of self-
support has already been reached, and in the large
Chengtu diurch notable progress toward that goal
has been made. Other churches have shown very
little real evidence of growth in the "grace of
giving". Where systematic teaching on tithing
has been given and members have voluntarily adopted

that system unusual results generally follow, as
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at Chungkinghsien where the author was one of a
group to open a Forward Movement center. In
churches where the members have not yet realized
that 1t is a duty and a privilege to give of their
means towards the carrying on of the Lord's work
true revival must come or there is no future for
them.
€. Spiritual Life

As the Chinese leaders of the churches
have grown in spirituality they have increasingly
recognlzed that no matter how many baptisms are
recorded within the year the church is not streng=-
thened thereby unless those baptized know something
of the power of Christ to cleanse and keep from sin,
A mere approval of the ideals of the Christian
falth and a superifical famlliarity of a few facts
of the earthly life of our Lord are insufficlient
to qualify a man for entrance into the church.
Head knowledge may be manifest but church leaders
demand evidence of regeneration by the Holy Spirit
of God before a man is accepted.

The urgent need for revival which has

been especially evident in Szechwan, has indeed
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been partlally met by the visit in 1937 of
Miss Anna Christensen., Bishop Houghton in refer-
ring to her coming in East Szechwan made a state-
ment which applies to West Szechwan to the effect
that while whole churches were not affected, many
individuals, same of tkem in important positions,
were converted.
. Future Outlook

Whatever the outcome of the present Sino-
Japanese conflict, the church's future will be
marked by new and increasingly difficult problems.
Readjustment will have to be mmade to meet the new
conditions. A very unusual &ituation is opening‘
up in West Szechwan with the coming of the finest
down river familles to the province. Students
from the leading universitles of Pelping, Tientsin,
Shenghai, Nanking and elsewhere are congregated
for study in Chungking and Chengtu. Poor refugees'
are aleo finding theilr way to the fertile province.
Unprecedented opportunities are reported among the
60 million natives and 16 million refugees, What-
ever changes may be necessary in carrying forward
\ the work, the message of the Gospel needs no read-

justment.
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The China Inland Mission should utilize
the trained Christian women workers among the
refugees, But. present women leaders and leaders
from among the refugees are not sufficient to
meet the need. A trained lay leadershlp among
the women 1s the task needing immediate attention,

C. Summary

The history of the work of the C. I. M.
in West Szechwan has been considered as a background
for the present discusslon of the immediate situation
in the mission. This situation presents a problem
of the need for properly trained lay leadership.
The present teaching program does not make suffi-
cient distinction between the ordinary training of
adult members and those who are competent for lead-
ership. The inadegquate number and training of
leaders has resulted in a dearth of converts. It
1s recognized also that the church has not measured
up to 1ts possibilities either in giving or the
development of spirituality. Due to the war condi-
tions it 1s recognized that the future carries an

unusual element of uncertainty but the large number
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of refugees offers an increased challenge especially
among students, aend also an increased spiritual resource
. In the coming of trained native workers from other sec-
tions of China. ‘ |
| The development of an indligenous leadership among
women involves certain factors, The church will natur-
ally become the center of activity. The church group
will need to be studied and organized in ordef to pro-
vide individual and group training. From the church
group local leaders should be selected for specifie
training. Illiteracj will have to be eliminated.
Women will need to assume responsibility for work
which they as women are peculiarly fitted to perform.
This should result in an adequate program of evan-
gelism, religious education, and cooperation with
rural reconstruction programs and provide a lay |
leadership training for rural women of this province
in order'to meet this nead of the China Inland

Mission.
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CHAPTER II
MOVEMENTS AFFECTING THE EDUCATION OF WOMEN IN CHINA

A, Introduction

Because of the importance of general education
to Christian leadership training it 1s the purpose of
this chapter to consider some of the movemeiits-affecting
the education of women in China as they are related to
the province of Szechwan. In a preliminary investiga-
tion of sources, it was evident that the New Life Move-
ment, public education, and mass education are the
outstanding factors among modern trends. These are
therefore the ones to be considered.

' The following sources were consulted for ma-
terial dealing with the New Life Movement and mass edu-
cation: PFrank Houghton, China Calling; Hallett Abend
and Anthony J. Billingham, Editors, Can China Survive?;
Ronald Rees, China Faces the Storm; The Chinese Recorder,
May, October, November, 1937; The Missionary Revliew of
the World, November 1937, Source material on compul-
sory education was found in the China Year Book,
1935=-36; the China Christian Year Book, 1936-37. In

addition to data derlived from these sources the writer

has drawn upon her own personal experience.

B. Movements in Education
1., New Life Movement
Four years are too short a time 1ln which to
judge any movement. This is especially true of the New
Life Movement in China, which has set itself a stupen=-

19
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dous task under unusually difficult éircumstanceé. Never-
theless, 1t is possible to note 1lts evidences of weakness
and strength.

Dr. Hu 8hih, China's poet philosopher, has long
conslidered China's five enemies to be poverty, diseass,
ignorance, greed, and disorder, recognizing that the last
is in part the product and result of the other four.
With this view Generallissimo Chiang Kai-shek is in ac-
cord. "National regeneration," he hasvaaid in effect
more than once, "does not depend 80 much on military
strength as on economic and educational reconstruction."l
Having these ends in view he inaugurated in 1934 the re-
form movement now generally known as the New Life Move—
ment. In general its aim is, "an attack on the funda-
mental moral problem 1n China's social 1ife;"2 |

Drawing from the Generalissimo's own statement
in a leaflet written by him and transléted into English
by hils wife, one author writes as follows:

¥, ..the primary aim of the new movement 1is
to restore the old morality, and particularly the
'ancient high virtues' of 1i, i, lien, and ch'ih,
words which deserve interpretation rather than
mere translation, but are roughly represented by
(1) etiquette - a regulated attitude of mind and
heart showing itself in outward behaviour, (2)

righteousness, (3) purity (including honesty and
modesty), and (4) self-consclousness, or a sense

» L] L] L L L

1. Frank Houghton, China Calling, p.69
2. The Chinese Recorder, May 1937, p.270
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of shame. These moral principles must be applied
to practical affairs and especilally to !'food,
clothing, shelter, and communications,! which are
essential for the 1life of the people.

"It is noteworthy that the word used for
"1ife" 1is not seng ming ( = life, the essential
principle ) but seng hoh which means life in its
outward expression, and 1s often better trans-
lated 'livelihood! or 'living'. The Christian
Church in China has wisely fastened upon this
distinction, and preachers everywhere, in extol-
ling the New Life Movement, are pointing out that

before there can be 'new life! (hsin seng hoh)
there m&st be 'mew Life' from above (hsin seng
ming)."

In another pamphlet written by the General-
1ssimo and translated by Madame Chiang, explaining why
the New Life Movement is needed, the following statement
is made:

"The general psychology of our people today
can be descrlbed in one word - listlessness . . .
Officials tend to be dishonest and avaricious;
the masses are ignorant and corrupt; youth becomes
degraded and intemperate; the rich become extrava-
gant and 1ux%rious; and the poor become mean and
disorderliy.”

The article continues by showing that the
struggle of China to emerge from the Revolution, which
began successfully in 1911 with the overthrowing of the
Manchu Dynasty, has been hampered by the unpreparedness
of the people for the responsibilities of public life,
and by the influence of age-long customs.3

For hundreds of years the people of China were

* » » L 4 . [ ]

1. Houghton, op. cit., pp.69-70
2. H. Abend and A.J. Billingham, Can China Survive?,p.266
3. Cf. 1ibid., p. 268,
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taught that the administration of the countrvaas the
ex¢lusive concern of the official class. Therefore
through thercenturies, the people gradually ceased to
have any interest in the affairs of the government.
They consegquently lapsed into complete disregard of
national affairs, and confined themselves to seeking
the welfare of the family and the clan. They neither
knew nor cared about the requirements of patriotism,
or the urge of loyalty to their country;

The march of events is inexorable and cannot
walt for the sluggards to catch up. Generalissimd Chiang
Kal-shek believes that it is incumbent upon those who know
the problem of China to‘adopt a strong policy in order to
break down the demoralizingﬁinfluence‘Which centuries of
suppression of national sentiment have had. Because a new
national consclousness and mass psychblogy had to be cre-
afed and developed, the New Life Movement was 1aunched.1

Concerning the attitude 5f forelgners to the
New Life Movement the Generalissimo says:

"Peoples of the ocuter world ﬁay not at first
be able to understand the necessity for such a
movement, but they will do so if they realize that
they have grown up with a national consclousness
fully developed around and about them, whereas the
Chinesoe people have been deliberately and forcibly

bereft of it, and therefore know nothing of those
sentiments and impulses that so gquickly move the

. * ’ . A4 . *

1. Cf. Abend and Billingham, op. cit., p. 267
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Occidental peoples when matters concerning their

country come forward for consideration or action.

It is to correct the evil consequences arising

from this serious state of affeirs that action is

now being ta%in along a psychological and educa-

tional line.

Through mass suggestion the slogans and regula-

tions of the movement, which cover dress and deportment
as well as more Important things, are meking their appeal.
At times, high officials may be seen with brooms and pails
cleaning a city street, as an example to the people.‘ In
some cltles houses are inspected every week, and a label
affixed accordingly, marked "6lean," "Fairly Clean," or
"Dirty"! One canhot help ‘seeing the moral maxims fastened
to telégraph poles. For some time a poster near Shanghal
at Woosung urged, "We must be dignified, clean, simple,
honest." A foreigner naturally smiles when a policeman
tells him not to walk in the street, and may be annoyed
when the sasme official orders him to button up his jacket
or remove his cigarette. But, while this emphasis on
minor externals may be considered a weakness, it is a mis-
take to imagine that the movement is concerned mainly
with irritating details and will therefore have no perma-
nent ef.‘fect.é

There ls another obvious weakness, however,

l. Ope Cit., p. 267,
2. Houghton, op. cit., p.70
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inherent in the fact that the New Life Movement comes from
the higher authority to the renk and file. It remains to

be seen how effective this formal and external authority

will prove to be.l

An interesting attempt to justify this use of
force 1s found in an article entitled "Modernization of
Chinese Women" by Miss Ah-Huna Tong, referring particu-
larly to those women who have had little or no education:

“"The only movement that will force this large
group forward is China's !'New Deal!, as inaugursasted
by Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek. It is only by
force that this group can be moved out of the rut
they are enjoying so much, for they naturally can-
not be depended upon to think for themselves, or
make progress like the others. They have had no
education or training to help them.

"The New Life Movement is providentially
timely in that it has come just in time to save
what the leaders have accomplished towards the
making of a new China. Certainly nothing but an
order from the highest governing powers can re-
strain uneducated women."

However, it is evident that while external au-
thority is helpful, it is not enough. New life comes
from changed hearts. This cannot be accomplished simply
by posters and addresses. The thing the New Life Move-
ment 1acké is spiritual force. Platitudes are of little
worth without the dynamic for the attainment of spiritu-
ality. Realizing this the church of China is inereasingly

L4 » * * A d *

1. .Qp. eit. ,po700
2. China Christian Year Book 1934-35, p.86
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striving to contribute to the movement the unique teach-

ing and message of Christianity.l

Further, the movement lacks & central personality;
it offers no concrete example to follow, for it consists
merely of a collection of teachings. Here, too, the
church has a real contribution to make in the Person of
Jesus Christ and in the lives of 1ts leaders. Of this
Mr. Zia has said,

"We must not merely preach the Gospel, we must
live it out ourselves, especially those of us who
are supposed to be leaders in church or public life.
If we do not shine for Christ who will? God has
wonderfully used some of us, and has given us
power. too. Why not demonstrate to the nation
that only a Christian Movement can really save
China? This seems to me the biggest challenge."Z2

"For some concrete suggestions, I mention
the following. We can help the cause of the
New Life Movement by linking it to our Christian
message in the Christian Broadcasting Station,
or in our Christien magazines, or even 1in our
churches. Do all we can to make the New Life
Movement a success. When it 1s properly broad-
casted and linked up with Christianity I believe
that its_moral and spiritual standard will be
1ifted."d

The message which Madame Chiang Kai-shek sent
to the biennlal meeting of the Natlional Christian Council
at Shanghai in May 1937 created confidence. There was a
deep religious note in her appeal which made a profound

L 4 * L4 * L 4 *

1. The Missionary Review of the World, November 1937,p.542

2. Ibid., p.542.
3. Ibid. ,p.542.
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impression. Obviously for her "New Life" i1s not a set of
outward rules of behavior. The people’s need of health
and education is & tremendous challenge. She feels that
the church can no longer stand apart from the development
of modern Chinas and from cooperation with the government.
In her message she showed forcefully that the most impor-
tant factor in reconstruction is the spiritual renewal of
the people, in other words, the new birth - "a radical and
permenent change, in the growing purpose, reformation of
habits and life, and continuation by the Holy Spirit of
new ways of 1iving.“l

This is new life from within. Naturally this
part of reconstruction is preeminently the wbrk of the
church. "Then let us do it together," says Madame Chiang,
"the New Life Movement and the Church."® To this the
National Christian Council responded by recommending that
Christians, whether individual or church groups, be urged
to cooperate as far as possible in the progrem of the
movement. Such cooperation should tend to strengthen
the movement from within.®

Thus the New Life Movement, in endeavoring to
meet the moral problem of China's soclal life, by estab-

L] L] L 4 . L] -

1. Ronald Rees, China Faces the Storm, pp.61-62
2. Cf. Ivid., p. 62.
3. Ibid., p. 62.
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lishing a regulated life with the four virtues as the
guide, is seeking to uplift the moral, spiritual, and
materiel condition of the Chinese people. Education of
such far reachling influence cannot but be of great bene-
fit to the women of China. The import of the movement
for the future of Chinese women 1s suggested by Miss
Tong, as follows:

"Therefore, against the background which piloneer-
ing and public-spirited women of the twentieth cen-
tury have sought to build, and with the rich heritage
that ancient Chinese womanhood has bequeathed, a
great future lies ahead of the Chinese woman. China
is a country just entering upon the era of develop-
ment which in European countries is coming to an
end. The force of the New Life Movement, which
takes care of those whose tendencies are toward
the extreme, and the inspiratlon of present-day
women, who are leaders in the new type of woman-
hood, will keep Chinese womanhood on the middle

highw&x, which is the victorious road of civiliza-
tion.

The New Life Movement, in short, has both ele-
ments of weakness eand strength. While at first there was
a tendency emong Chinese and foreigners to deride the
movement, now 1t is admitted on all sides that the move-
ment is bringing results and making an iImpression, not
only on the people of China, but on officialdom as well.
Even foreign business men in China say that within the
last year there has been less difficulty than ever before

in conducting commerciasl deals with large Chinese firms

- L ] . . * L

1. Chine Christian Year Book 1934-35, p.85
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and with the govermment, For years commissions,
"squeeze," and various illegitimate "rake offs" have
been a great detriment to business. Now leaders

1l
appear to take pride in a new correctness of demeanor.

2. Public Education

Education has begun to spread among all classes
of people in China. The urgency of the problem is gener-
ally recognized. As prescribed by law all children should
be given a minimum of schoolveducation. For this reason
it has been found necessary for primary schools to be free.
Actually, however, only a proportion of the children of |
school age have the opportunity of attending school.

A, Primary Education

In Szechwan province, for e#ample, with a popu-
lation between forty and fifty million people, the 1936
appropriation for "general free public education® was
fixed at only $650,000 in Chinese currency, approximately
U.S. %215,000.2 This 1s inadequate for primary education.

Aside from the shortage of money and schools,
there is the shortage of qualiflied teachers. The begine-
ning of 1932 found China with 407,000 teachers, a vast
ma jority ofwhom were "old style" pedagogues, entirely

untouched by modern methods, sclence, foreign language, or

* @ L] L * * &

l. Cf. H. Abend and A.J.Biklingham, Can Chlna Survive?
_pp. 267-268
2 Cf. China Year Book 1935-«36, p.473.
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manual training. It is estimated that China needs
1,200,000 trained modern teachers, and in the next twenty
yeers will need 1,400,000 primary teachers alone.1 Here
a great problem arises, as Chine now has difficulty in
keeping up to date the payment of salaries of those al-
ready employed. The difficulty of establishing and mein-
taining the lmmense number of modern normal schools which
the country needs, also seems insuperable. The normal

schools today turn out about 10,000 teachers a year.g

Although;thisibrief"referenee%hageggde to pri-
meary education and the training of teachers, it is not
in thé province of this thesis to deal with these matters,
but simply to refer to them as they have a bearing on the
subject in hand.

b. Secondary Education

In 1922 the system of secondary education was
modernized with three years each for junlor and senior
middle schools. This was the beginning of the so-called
3~3 plan for middle schools. Permisslion was granted to
establish normal and vocational courses in connection
with them. The China Christian Year Book states:

"A11 told, the situation of secondary educa-

tion at present comprises 3,047 schools with about
550,000 students at an expenditure of about

L4 L] . - L] -

l. Cf. H. Abend and A.J.Billingham, op.cit.,p.257
2. Cf. Ibid., p.258
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$56,000,000 for the whole country.”

As regards the Christian community, China has
50,000 boys and girls in Chrilistian secondary schools and
7,000 students in Christian colleges. In the past, Chris-
tian institutions have supplied some qualifled men and
women for national leadership. However, the criticism
has been made that the quality of their Christisn witness
haes been plecemeal and that there has been great wastage.
Education needs to be made more truly Christian and
follow-up work should be done among the graduates. As
they have previously been largely left to stand alone, the
presence of corrupt tradition has often been too strong.2

An& discussion of secondary educatlion in China
cannot overlook the influence and Importance of the Chle
nese Student Christian Movement comprised of students
from secondary schools and colleges. The consclousness
of a nation-wide student Christian Movement began in 1922
at the time of the anti-Christian agitation. Aften ten years
of preparation, a Provisional National Council was formed
in the summer of 1933 and in 1936 the First National Con=-
vention was held. The message of the organized group of
Christian students in China was stated as follows:

"christian students unitel We must unite be~

* & @ e & &

1., Chine Christian Year Book, 1936-87, p.202.
2. Cf. R. Rees, op.cit., p.53. \
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cause we have a message which is needed by the whole
world, especially by China. Our message 1s founded
on our faith in God who is the source of life and
truth; and 1s inspired by the spirit of Jesus Christ
whose gospel is powerful enough to transform life,
both individual and soclal. Ve must unite, so that
we can pray and work unceasingly for the coming of
the kingdom of God; where ifustice, sin and suffer-
ing shall be done away with and where love, justice,
freedom and peace shall prevail. In order to real-
1ze thls purpose, however, it 1is necessary that we
Christian students should first dedicate our lives
to God and to our fellowmen. We should stand ready
to suffer with suffering humasnity. We should busy
our lives with tasks which promote social welfare.
But, most important of all, we should create a new
society, where we can actually practise the Chris-
tian ideals of communistic living which shall be

a forecast of the social order which should even-
tually prevail in the entire world - a society of
mutual love and service."

Because Christianity has a message for students
of Christian schools and also for students of government
schools as well, the tremendous need at present 1is for
treined Chinese workers in this field, leaders who will
makevéhristianity vital to students. Iuther Tucker,in
an article entitled, "The Practical Value for Youth of
Christianity and the Church," says,

"For instance, here are quotations from a re-
cent report of the Student Christian Movement in
China: 'One insistent query of the Christian stu-
dents in China is how to identlify religlon with
life. It seems that Chinese students are inter-
ested more in the social effectiveness of religion
than in theologlcal assertions! Christianity does
not seem to have gome into grip with the current
issues of life.!'"

1. China Christien Year Book, 1934-35, p.79
2. Report Institute of World Christianity, Christianity
and Youth, p.26 ,

#
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Madame Chiang reports from her wide experience,

obvious lack of understanding of the true meaning of

Christianity, both on the part of students and others.

This lack is evidenced by questions such as these: "What

does Christianity mean to you?" and "If you are a Chris-

tian you will be prosperous and heppy, won't you?" In

commenting on this she says,

in

1.

24

"Christianity meant to them a sort of life in-~
surance. Again and again I have heard preachers
appeal to people on that ground.

"We need courage to show the essence of Chris-
tienity. It means struggle. It means delving down
into one's own heart, changing oneself and the lives
of those around us. In dolng this we shall be_doing
something which no other organization can do."1

A challenge is given for immedliate student work
Szechwan province by Anglican leaders, as follows:

"There 1s urgent need for at least five men
for general evangelistic and pastoral work; and
a wonderful opportunity among the student class
in this huge capital city of Chengtu."?

The work with students is timely according to
H. Pommerenke,

"It is a real joy to work with these young
people in these challenging days and to partici-
pate in their sorrows and anxieties and problems.
In the days to come we will look back on these
days as times of great searching after life,
light and redemption. We will look back on these
days as days of deep fellowship and affection.

All of us are learning to be more sympathetic with

. L] - . - .

R. Rees, op. c¢cit., pp.47-48
The Unified Statement 1937-38, The Advancing Church,
p. 99
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the common people, for all stand in the same crisis."l
c. The Attack on Illiteracy.

The removal of 1lliteracy in Chlna has always
been a formideble problem. Just how large a percentage of
the population can be counted illitsrate, cannot be esti-
mated exactly. Some place it as high as eighty percentz;
others at sixty ~percent. According to the latest statis-
tics, flgures on illiteracy vary in different parts of
the country. | | A

In a number of provinces where compulsory edu-
cation has been carried out, the percentage of illiterates
has been reduced to as low as fifteen ypercent3 while in
a féw provinces where means of communication ars inade-
quate, the percentage 1ls as high as seventy “percent.

In China, however, 1lliteracy does not neces-
sarily imply ignorance. For centuries the people have
begn educated through oral traditions, festivals, and
community}theatres.4

In any case, the government has fully rscog-
nized that unless these illiterates are given a chance
to read and write, the national foundatlion will never be

1. Foreign Missions Conference of North America, Far East-
ern Bulletin Series B, number 8, PFebruary 14, 1938

2. Cf. China Christian Year Book, 1936-37, p.205

3. Cf. The World Almanac and Book of Facts, 1937, p.373

4. Cf. Ibid. p, 373.



34

firmly laid. In the words of the China Christian
Year Book:

"A six year program for wiping out illiteracy
has just been lssued from the Ministry of
Education. 1Its main feature is the call for
the establishment of adult schools. It pro-
vides that (1) people of both sexes from sixe
teen to fifty years of age must be taught in
the adult schools to read and write, and to
learn the common knowledge of citizenship.
(2) Adult schools are free schools in which
books and statlionery are given gratis. (3)
Instruction must last at least three months
out of twelve, home work each week, and (4)
all govermnment organizations, factorles and
‘public institutions are required to open at
least one adult school."

Although this effort has been carried out
with difficulty, the result of the first year actually
conformed to the original estimation. Based upon the
number of the free books diétribﬁted, according to the
latest statlstics from the Ministry of Educset ion, there
must have been over twelve million adults who were
educated., ?

The missionary group at Kuling in the summer
of 1937 went on record declaring that "Education in all
its forms must go on . « . and for the whole population
it is the best way of preserving and bullding Chinese
civilization."3 It has also been said that "Education

. 4
is an instrument for the revival of the Chinese race.!

¢ @ * & & * 2

1. China Christian Year Book, 1936=37, p.206

2. Cf, Ibido,po206

3. The Chinese Recorder, October 1937, p.6ll

4, H, Abend and A.J.Billingham, Can China Survive?,
Do 254.
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As a part of such a program the education of women and
girls has a vital role to play in the leadership training

program of west China.

3. The Mass Education Movement.

A consideration of educetional progress in
China would be Iincomplete without reference to mass edu-
cation as carried on in various experimental centers.
The Mass Education Movement was launched by Doctor James
We Yenl, a Christian man who received his early education
in the China Inland Mission School at Paoning, Szechwan.
After graduating from Yale in 1918, he became a welfare
worker in the Chinese Battalion in the World War.? Aware
of the great need of education for the masses, Dr. Yen
selected 1300 Chinese characters that occur most fre-
quently in the vernacular and from them he inasugursted
the Thousand Character System for mass education. Books
covering an extraordinarily wide range of subjects have
been issued. With four cheap text books and a corps of
teachers, work began. By 1929 five million laborers and
farmers had learned to read and write, receiving the des-
ignation of "literate citizen."® The success of this ven-

. 3 . . . .

1. Cf. Frank Houghton, China Calling, p.53
2. Cf. Avend and Billingham, op. cit., pp.259-260
3. Cf. The World Almanac and Book of Facts, 1937,p.825
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ture led to similer projects in localized areas.
a. Tinghsien Experimentl

In this center south of Peiping, Dr. Yen
was given a free hand for the purpose of experimen-
tation. The entire population has been taught the
thousand characters, which are fundamental in the
education of illiterates. The government organiza-
tion of village, town, and county has been developed
at Tinghsien., Besldes the fact that every man, woman
and child can read and wrlte, modernized household in-
dustries have been introduced. Life has been revolu-
ktionized by experts in asgriculture and animal huse
bandry.. Public sanitation has been installed. Village
self-government is 1n operation. Medical practice and
nursing have o+ made a large contfibution to the
life and happiness of the villages and peasants,
| Because of the success of the Tinghsien ex~
periment, Chinese experts are constantly studylng thls
county's system. It is sald that more than 2000
Chinese educationalists visit Tinghsien every month.
They come from every province in the country and
carry back to their native districts suggestions which
seem most adaptable. The West China Missionary News,

l. Cf. Abend and Billingham, loec.cit.
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for example, tells of the establishment by Dr. James
Yen of an experimental center in West Szechwan at
Sintu,

... In this effort to train leaders for the

important work of rural reconst ruction there

are several departments. The educational

department 1s developing a model school system.

.o The department of reconstruction is working

intensively among the farming population. ..

The health department is aftively engaged in

promoting rural hyglene,"

be Lichwan Experiment
The Klangsl Christlian Rural Service Union
has experimented in the Lichwan district of Kilangsi
for slmost five years. During the summer of 1933 a
group of missionaries st Kullng discussed the subject,
"How can Christianity present as attractive an appeal
to present day youth as communism?" Madame Chlang,
who attended the meeting, suggested that the Kiangsil
Provincilal Government might assign a dozen of the
Hsiens just recaptured from the "Reds" to the Chris-
tian Church for experimentation in rural reconstruc=
tion. The Kiangsi Christian Rural Service Union was
organized to take charge of the enterprise. Filve
years was the period set for the experimentation.
The aim of the village-unit-experimentation

is to work along lines of educatlion, heelth, religlon,

* o o L4 . e

1. West China Missionary News, July-August, 1938,
Pe 340,

2., Cf. The Chinese Recorder, Novembser 1537, pp.677=
680,




farming, industry, and domestic economy. Christian
students, graduates of colleges and middle schools
responded to this call, The workers were divided

into two departments: Research and Experimentation,
and Training and Extension. Valusgble advice and help
were received from the experience of Tinghsien workers.

Miss Wu Suen-1, one of the workers st
Lichwan, reports in s letterl an experiment carried
on as a phase of the work, This was in the form of
a treining class for young women who had been recruited
from the homes surrounding the village. For more than
a week the group of thirty lived together and under
the guidance of Miss Wu studied, worked, and worshipped
together. In the course of training, among other sub-
Jeets they learned sewlng, planting, cooking, and the
simple fundamentals of Christianity. Of no small value
was the experience of learning to express in their life
together the basic principles of Christian love and
forbearance.

The workers at Lichwan have come to belleve
that rural reconstruction 1s not only one of the aspects
of China's national salvation, but the best way to bring
about Christianity in China as a whole. This rural
reconstruction can be achieved only when rellgious

* [ ] - . L s o

l. Miss Wu is a graduate of Ginling College for
Women, Nanking. Letter dated February 15, 1938.




39

motivation, scientific method, educational processes,
and political forces join hands in the work.

A consideration of the Tinghsien and Lichwan
v experiments reveals the fact that mass education, vital-
ly touchigg women as well as men, especially in backward
rural districts, is nbw carried on by government authori-
ties, both central and 10031.

c. Yutang Expariment.l

In addition to group experiments under govern-
ment auspices, there are other experiments being con~
ducted independently by individuals who believe in
mass education. A notable example is the work at Yutang,
just south of Shanghail, which is financed and run per-
sonally by Mrs. New Yong-kee. While the work 1is devel-
oped along five lines, only the three which relate to
women's work will be considered. |

l. The Women's Self-Help Institute

This Institute is situated in the rural dis-
trict of Yutang and is open to the poor women of that
community. It aims to develop the productive abllity
of those educated, so that on leaving the school they
may become profit-earning members in their household.

The curriculum as reported by the Chinese
Recoyder includes:

1. Cf. The Chinese Recorder, June 1937, pp.366-368,
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"(A) general knowledge; and (b) polytechnical
training. Under the former head are household
commonsense, applied Chinese language, arithmet-
ic and bead counting; while weaving, stocking-
making, sewing, cooking, home nursing, and house-
hold management make up the second part of the
curriculum, "

2. Mass Education in the Sungkiang and
Klangsen Districts

During the past two years Mrs, New has estab-
lished four schools. She hopes to add five more
schools as the project grows. The aim 1is stated as
follows:

"The education for adults is to train them in
good citizenship in genersl, commonsense as
coastal people in particular and teach them to
start profitable by-products and organize coop=
erative stores. The education for children con-

sists of general instruction and polytechnical
training.? 2

A central office has been established with a coopera-
tive store and an experimental farm attached. The
varied curriculum of these schools will be of great
value in the training of women for citizenshilp.

3. The Women's Household Discussion Asso-
clation

The idea of this organization is to unite
all the women in Yutang in order to interest them in
impv&ving family life throughout the city. The asso=
clation has two departments: a discussion department

L) * * » . * L

1. Opiéits, pp. 366=368.
2. The Chinese Recorder, June 1937, p.368.




41

and a conciliatlon department. Gensral meetlings are
seldom held. Any member wishing help in hyglene, co&k-
ing, sewing, ethics, or home industries can consult
with the one in charge of this line of work. The con-
clliation department is to assist in peaceful settle~
ment of disputes between familles,
The progress of mass education has been

phenomenal in recent years. The work has developed
80 as to include all phases of rural reconstruction.
Adult education, public health, modern agricultural
méthods, village self-government are in the field of
the experiment.l The Ministry of Education revealed
itsawareness to the situation when it petitioned the
government to double for 1937 the annual grant of
$2,900,000 for the support of the Free Mass Education
Movement.z The relation of mass education to the needs
of rural Chinese women may be stated as follows, in
the words of Dr. Hocking,

"1The welfare of village Asia is closely

bound up in the welfare of women! = the

opinion expressed by Malcolm Darling, a

British official in the Punjab - reflects

the growing recognitlion of the importance:

of women as the key to rural progress.

The soclal lag of the village is inevite-

gble as long as women are under-privileged
and suffer under heavy handicaps." S

l. ¢Cf. Houghton, op. cit., p. 53.
2. Cf. Abend and Billingham, op. c¢it., p. 260.
3. W. E. Hocking, Re-Thinking Missions, p. 277,
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C. Summary

It i1s evident from this study that rapild
and sweeping changses in Szechwan, a province with
untold natural resources and therefore of great
importance, reveal new and varied opportunities in
work among women. The New Life Movement attacking
the fundamental moral problem in China's social life
seeks to restore the old morality. It is worxing
along psychological and educational lines to break
down demoralizing influences., A change in attitude
by those in authority is noted in their more purpose-
ful life. The movement is developing education along
all lines of 1ife, but 1s in need of Ghristian content.
Public education has séread among all classes. The
rise and growth of the Chinese Studsent Christian
Movement is offering splendld opportunities for work
among this group. The government regulations concern-
ing adult educatlon are increasingly becoming a factor
in eradicaeting 1lliteracy. Mass education experimenté
such as Tinghsien, Lichwan, and Yutang reveal the
great possibilities for rebuilding China through
rural reconstruction.

Thus among the movements affecting the

education of women in West China, the New Life Movement,
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public education, and mass education are exerting
great influence, The Laymen's Inquiry recognizes
the import of such trends in the following statements
"The very fact that women in the East
are beginning to live on a different
educational and soclal level, creates
new needs and makes new demands on missions
far more exacting than_ those that were
made in earlier days."

Readjustments are needed if the Christian leadership

training of women is to gear intoc the new situation

in the East,

1. Hocking, op. cit., p. 258.
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CHAPTER III

THE FUNDAMENTALS OF A PRCGRAM OF RURAL CHRISTIAN
WORK IN CHINA WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO WOMEN

A. Introduction
About the yeér 1919 when Dr. Sun Yat Sen
was asked by a western friend concerning the great-
est service Christians could render his country, he
replied,
"I believe that the most valuable thing
Christians could do for my country would

be to organize villsege life on a Christian
basis."

As 1t is generally recognized that Chinese
culture is rural, a study of the fundamentals of
rural Christlan work in China is of great importance,
especially as it 1s related to the life of Chinese
women. |

Dr. Butterfield defines the term "rural' -

"Rurel clearly means the villages of China,
but it also includes the larger towns and
the smaller cities which are economically
dependent chiefly on the surrounding country-

slde. It also includes problems as well as
areas of service,"l

In China, particularly, the national culture 1ls essential- .
1y rural and the deep flowing currents of life are

L . » * ] & *

1. Butterfield, Ki.L., The Rural Mission of the
Church in Eastern Asia, pp. 12-13.
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rural. It has been affirmed that if Christianity

is to prevail, it must win the villages. How to

make Christianity dominant in the personal and commun-
ity life of the village is the problem.

The Jerusslem Meeting of the International
Missionary Council in December 1928 recognized this
problem and sought to make an intensive study of what
had been accomplished in rural work throughout the
world. A program for future work was outlined and
accepted by the National Christian Councils of the
lands represented. Dr. Kenyon L. Butterfield was
asked to undertake the task of studylng the great
mission flelds with a view to incorporating the results
of sociological and economic research lnto the church's
evangelistic program in rural areas. This chapter is -
based upon Dr. Butterfield's Report,lsubmitted after
his survey of China in 1931, The National Christian
Counclil of China held subsequent conferences in 1935
and 1937 in Tunghsien and Anyang respectively. As a
result of these meetings the National Christian Council
of China approved the adaptation of the Butterfileld
Parish Plan in the form of the Village Church Plan.

In this chapter the Village Church Plan will therefore

be considered.

1. Butterfield, XK. L., The Rural Mission of the
Church in Eastern Asia, p. 85.



B. Report of Features Considered Essential
to a Chrlstian Approach to Village Life.

The Jerusalem Meeting of the International
Missionary Council in December 1928 mapped out the
features consldered essentlial to a new approach by
the Christian forces to the villages of the world.

This proved to be a definite stimulus to rural work
in the Far Bast. 1Its prinéiples were generally approved
by the Christian leaders of the East and embodied to
a very large extent the opinions and experiences of

the field. The central ideas of the Jerusalem Meeting
1

with respect to rural work are three:

(1) "'The one ineclusive purpose of the missionary
enterprise is to present Jesus Chrlst to men and
women the world over as their Redeemer and to win
them for entrance into the joy of his disciple-
ship.! Emphasis was laid upon the necessity of
meking the program sufficiently comprehensilve

'to serve the whole man in every aspect of his
life and relationship.!

(2) "'The rural work in mission fields is an
organized part of the service demanded of the
Church everywhere, East and West, to lead in

the effort to build a rural civilization that
shall be Christian to the core.'

(3) "Bscause of the wide areas and the huge
populaiions involved in rursl work, !'the only
practlcable way is to select sultable rural
centers and demonstrate in them an intensive
form ©6f work that may eventually spread over

wide areas as the Church grows in power and
influence.'"

These ideas have gradually developed into

L] L] ¢ = @ ¢ @

1. Butterfield, p. 9
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definite conclusions which have becomeAbasic prine-
1 _
¢lples, namely:

l. A Convincing Message to Village Folk
2. Educational Evangelism 2
3¢ A Rural Community Parish the Central Feature
4, A Community-Serving Church
5. A Trained Christian Leader of the Community
6. ILay Helpers in the Rural Community Parish
7. Self-Support by the Local Church
8. A Rural Service Staff
9, Comprehensive Rural Studies
10. Cooperation Among the Agencies of Rural
Reform in China
ll. A Program of Immedlate Steps
12, An Adequate Plan of Cooperation from the
Peoples of the West

As principles 1, 2, 3, 4, and 6 apply particularly to
women's work and bear a distinct relationship to the

leadershlp training of women they have been chosen for
| special study. A resumé of Dr. Butterfield'ssdiscuss-
ion of these principles follows:
l. A Convincing Message to Village Folk4

| The Gospel is the Message. A dominant
evangelistic note must be maintalned in ordér to con-
vert men to Christlianity. The church nseds to furnish
both power and method and not leave the latter to non-
religious forces, While 1t is a known fact that the
dynamic of both personal and social redemption lies in
the Christian enterprise, it 1s likewise true that the

e 2 @ & o o @

2+ Now known as the Village Church Plan

3. Butterfield, K. L., Ch. 8, "The Fundamentals of
Rural Christian Work", pp. 44«72

4, Ibid., Pe 44-45
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method, technlque, and demonstration llie there also,

Dantonlmaintains that modern urban China 1s
deeply 1nterested‘1n religlous problems while modern
rural China eveh where touched by Christian missions
1s still devoted to its old gods. The Christian
message to village folk should glve emphasis to the
development of personal Christlan character and to the
making of a more Christ-like community. Those exper-
ienced with Chinese village people say that living
with g purpose 1is still the big need among villagers.,
Dr. Butterfield mentioned that if you can talk to the
farmer on things he understands, he will listen to you
on the things you understand.

It is indeed a difficult task to win illit-
erate superstltious country women to Christ, but "Jove
will find a way". It will not be the same way for
everyone, as Blshop Houghton points out? yet every-
one will be constrained by the same love. To that
love and to‘the Lover Whom it reveals, Chinese hearts
will respond. In a situation so grave as that in

which China stands, religion has to be tremendous or

nothing,.

1. Danton, G. H., The Chinese People, p. 203
2. Houghton, Frank, China Calling, p. 166
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2. Educational Evangelism,

In the past misslonary organizations have
quite generally relied upon preaching as the means of
progress in carrying on the Christian enterprise. But
having falled to meke a deep and lasting imprint on
community life, the Chinese church has come to realize
that there must be the dual emphasis of religious edu-
cation and preaching. However, there is danger that
religious education may depend too much upon convention-
al methods and superficlial study of Bible passages.
~ Any shift of emphasis that minimizes the strong spir-
itual appeal of evangelism is detrimental. The church
recognizes that direct evangellsm must have a place of
fundamental importance. There must be preaching that
persuades, but persuasion is galned through understand-
ing and the demonstration of actuwal Christian living,
rather than by proclamation alone., One of the most
successful evangelists in China says that it 1s "easy
to convert, hard to keep". It follows that successful
rural work for women must be bullt upon a careful
study of methods of education as well as methods of
evangelism,

e & » o & ¢ o

l. Butterfield, pp. 45-47,
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1
Dr. Luther A. Welgle at the Tungchow In=-

stitute summed up this subject as follows:

"Religious education has the closest relation
to evangelism, Evangelism should not be con-
ceived too narrowlye. It 1s not religious edu-
cation versus evangelism but both of them
joined together,

"The word evangel means 'good news'! - the
'good news'! that God was in Christ. It is a
mistake to limit evangelism to any one parti-
cular method or group of people.

"Evangelism is any method whereby the gospel

of Christ is brought to bear upon the lives

of people.

"We need better evangelism and better reli-
gious education. Evangellsm must have the
methods of religious education and religlous
education must have the passion of evangelism,"

2
3. The Village Church

In heathen lands the question of extensive
as over sgainst intensive work has long been under
disaussion. While "there is that scattereth and yet
increaseth"”, there can bé that which scattereth and
reapeth nothing., With the desire to "occupy", to
"proclaim the gospel to every creature”, and not to
fail "to sow the seed", areas of wide dimension have
been justiflied in the past. There has been the hope
that seed thus sown would spring up and bear fruit.

* & & & * &

l. Report of The North China Institute for Supervisors
of Rural Work - Punghsien(sometimes spelled Tungchow),
1935 = ppe. 16-17.

2. Butterfleld, pp. 47=50.
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It may be granted that a certain amount of extensive
work is heeded in a Forward Movement plan such as the
China Inlend Mission is undertaking. It follows, how=-
ever, that if the misslon forces, especially with their
limited personnel, are to help in the maximum way,
they simply must concentrate.

From the experience of the many missions
and churches of North Chine, with varying policies
and methods of organization, the National Christlan
Council states that it is becoming increasingly clear
that the rural shurch needs to emphasize village
churches, organized into a pastoral district with at
least two full-time, well-trained workers, and coop=
eration with the station, or provincial denominational,
or interdenominational organizations, or other agencies
seeking to secure the technical help needed 1in various
parts of the work, This is an adaptation of the

Butterfield Parish Plan, ,

1
The Village Church as the center of effort,

should consist of the Christlians in one village or
2
villages within five 1i of the déhurd¢h, organized to

promote mutual fellowship, This is an aild to spiritual

* & 5 & & o @

1. Report of North China Institute for Supervisors of
Rural Work - Anyang Rural Institute, 1937, pe. 3.
2. Three 11 equal one mile.
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growth. Under a group of voluntary workers, including
men and women, 0ld and young, & program can be carried
out invelving the making of the whole family Christian.
A regular place of meeting should be arranged by them
in the residence of one of the members or in a bulld-
ing which they have provided. |

The Pastoral Districtlwould not be a market
area but probsbly a considerably largér field, say,
a county, with sufficient churches to provide local
support for g man or a woman worker. That the pastoral
district be not too large is important - if possible
not greater than sixty‘lisat its greatest diameter.
When organized, each of the churches in the district
- should elect three delegates - men and women, old or
young - as their representatives on the Parish Exec~-
utive Committee, which would meet at least once a
year. This committee could plan for, and carry out
a unified budget for the whole parish which should
include the employing of at least two specially
trained leaders - & men and a woman.
4, A Community Serving Churc‘h4

In various parts of China on numerous occaslons

Chinese Christian workers together with missionaries have

. L] ] * & o L

1, Tunghsien, pe 7

2. Anyang, p. 4
3., Sixty 11 equals twenty miles

4, Butterfield, pp. 51-54
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discussed programs for rural community work. There
1s a so-called "four-fold program" and a "ten-fold
program" but conference groups have rather settled
on a "six-fold program" for community development, as
follows:
(1) Toward an educated village;
(2) A ministry of health and healing;
(3) Improving the people's livelihood;
(4) Providing play and recreat ion;
(5) Helping the home-makers;
(6) Leadership of community forces.
Because item 2, dealing with a ministry of health and
healing, and item 3, dealing with improving the people!s
livelihood, end item 6, dealing with political leadership
of community forces are not pertinent to the subject
under discussion, they will not be considered.
a., Toward an Educated'V1llagel
In the second chapter of the present study
the subjectsof mass education and literacy have been
discussed. The church has a fine opening to supplement
the work done by cilvie groups in this line., Opportun-
ities for continuing education should be provided for
literate youth and those old or young who have relapsed
into 1lliteracy including, of course, the women., One
can hardly overstress the need of literacy in the
church, nor the religious value irherent in reading and

* & & 0 ° s o

1, Butterfield, pp. 51=53
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understanding the Bible and other religious literature,
and its worthwhileness in laying the foundations for
increasing knowledge. It is a tremendous help in
"~ developing local leaders. It tends automatically to
pick out a higher quality of church-members. It ties
closely with educational evangelism and establishes
customs, habits, and ideas in the community that make
it easier to persuade the 1lliterates to study.
For 1iterates continuing thelr education,
the devices of visual education - stereopﬁicon, motlon
picture, the exhibit, the demonstratlon together with
library facilities and radio are tools of first impor-
tance, extremely useful and almost indispenssasble in the
case of 1llllterates.
b. Play and Recreation

It is well to ask, What is the relation of
the Christian enterprise to play and recreation? 1In
general the Christian Church has had a tendency to
forbid but seldom to offer attractive substitutes.
Recognition of the physical, moral, and even spiritual
values of play and recreation is growing. Rest,
physical relaxation, the educational possibilities of
leisure, moral gains thatAoome from games falrly
played, and the opportunities for community cooperation -

Ehese are all worthwhile.
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If the church has a community house or an
open courtyard, it can furnish games for the children
and youth, perhaps also for older people. TYoung
people who have been away to school may be asked to
lead the gemes, or others may be trained. This fleld
of activity, the planning for wholesome use of leisure
time, 1s of great importance to women and girls. It
may include athletics, games, hobbles, music, travel,
entertainments, reading, dramatics, handcraft, drawe
ing, banquets, home parties, hikes, picnics, singing,
and other similar activities.l |

The story has been for centuries one of the
accepted means of education in China. While 1t is
assumed that story-telling is an art, yet among all
orliental people there are born story-tellers, Not
as yet has the Christian enterprise sufficiently
capltalized this method for its own purposes,.

The case for music is similer. It is a
question to what extent Chinese music csn be util-
ized by the Christian Church. A beginning has been
made in a hymn-book based almost entirely upon Chinese
musice

*® & & & o s @

l. Christian Nurture and Service in the On-Going
Church., Bulletin #3, Pe 34,
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1
c. Help for the Home-Maker
When every aspect of the community life
hinges more upon the women then upon the men it may
be aéked why 1t is that they are the last to be reached.
Undoubtedly it 1s because the women are the ones most
inclined to keep to o0ld customs. Throughout the world
the home has always been the most importént unit in
society.2 Especially has it held an unchallenged
place in the history of China. If it 1s conceded that
the home l1s the baslis of the church, it follows that
if society is to be changed 1t must begin with the
Christian home, The parents are the key people in the
home, therefore changes must begin with them., Oppor-
tunity should be glven parents to study their own
home problems to find Christian standards by which to
change famlily life where necessary.
In a discussion of "The Church and Common
Life"sﬁonald Rees makes thils significant observations:
"The real need is for new positive ideals of
womanhood and married life built according to
the Christian pattern, especlally in view of
the changes and influences surrounding the
life of modern girls."
5. Lay Helpers 1n‘Rura1 Community Building4
"Work for every church-member and every

* *® ¢ ¢ * L

1., Butterfileld, pp.58-59

2., Cf., Highbaugh,Irma - What are Christlian Standards
for Establishing a Home(pamphlet), p.l

3. Rees, Roneld, China Faces the Storm, p. 75

4, Butterfielid, pp.61-62
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church member at work" is a slogan adopted in the
Phillipines. It represents to a surprising degree

a growing conviction of the Christiaen enterprise in
rural China. Considerable reliance 1s already placed
uwpon the voluntary worker. Inrhundreds of literacy
classes practically ail the teaching is done by
volunteers. A certain consclousness 6f being a
Christian is kept allive when work 1s given to each
church member. It helps to make each church member

a demons rator and a demonatration as well, a woject
in Christian llving. As broad as the activitles of
the church may be the range of actlivities of its lay-
men, Voluntary workers must back the whole church
program, 014 and yowng can be given somethirg to do.
Thé efforts of the most competent pastor or leader
will largely fail unless the membership of the church
is thus set at work.

The present plan in some missions 1s to
build up the rural community entlrely through the
efforts of laymen with only the supervislon of ani
itinerant evangelist., This 1s proving surprisingly
successful. Some believe 1t to be the best way of
establishimg the mrinciple of a self-supporting
church. TUndoubtedly it is a way-station toward some-
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ﬁhing better,ffor,~aftef all; each communlity needs
_ the steady leadership of a trained man. Selected
women who have qualities of leadership should have
the opportunity of taking a shopt course of train—
ing for voluntary service,

C. Some Tested Plans Used

in the Far East

with Special Reference to Women

Throughout the Far East ip various places
new movements have sprung up based largely upon
voluntary service in rural areas. Work can be
done and has been done by volunteers. To catech
thelr spirit, learn their methods, and meaeke
practical the use of volunteers in the Chinese
church, is a pressing need. Some developments
of significance will be considered.
l. The Nevius Church Systamlin Korea.,

Dr. John L. Nevius went from Shangtung,
China, to Korea in 1890 where, as a result of
carrying out his plans, flourishes one of the
strongest churches of the mission fields. "Every
person a Bible student, every person a soul winner,

1, Voluntary Service, Bulletin #5, pp. 20-21.
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the more able Christians voluntary leaders; few
paid'workers and those paid so far as possible

by the people themselves; churches buillt by the
people."l This quotation summsrizes briefly the

plan, The Korean church is essentially Bibliocentric
in emphasis, and as a result is vitally evangelistic
in outlook.

There are definite principles involved
in the Nevius Church System in Korea Whiéh can be
carried over into the leadership training program
of Chinese women. Since Christian doctrines are
embodied in the Blble the Christian convert must
become a student of the Scriptures. There 1s no
impression without expression.

2. The Kingdom of God Movementgin Japan.

In the heart of Toyohliko Kagawa was born
the Kingdom of God Movement. In 1928 during a night
of prayer there came to him a call to‘launch a move-
‘ment that would increase the number of Christians
to a million that the strength of their united lives

L4 . . . * - L]

1. Op- Cito, P 21,
2. William Axling: The Kingdom of God Movement,
Japan Mission Year Book, 1830, p. 14l.
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and influence might become & moulding force in all
phasés of the nation's life. Kagawa's experience
gave birth to the Million Souls! Campaign out of
which came the Kingdom of God Movement.

In May 1929, John R. Mott held conferences
at Kamakura and Nara, Japan. These conference groups
took definite action by asking the National Christian
Council of Japan to launch a national evangelistic
campalgn based "on Kagawa's plan". This plan em-
braced the following activities: organization of a
network of prayer; personal evangellsm; evangelism
through literature; educationzl evangelism; evan-
gelism through service; rural evangelization; evan-
gelization of fishing folk, in mining camps, and
among labor classes; and the training of real
evangelists. The cross is central in his plan
and he exemplifies the crucified 1life in his

1
spirit of love and sacrifice.

. L] LJ L * L L 4

1. Missionary Review of the World, January 1931,
Meeting the World's Greatest Need, pp. 14-15.
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That Christian principles should dominsate
every area of life - both individusl and social - is
clearly seen in the Kingdom of God Movement in Japan.
Kagawa has proved that the essence of Christian liv-
ing is the spirilt of sacrifice. Effective leader-
ship must be built upon these principles. That
Chinese women leaders may imbibe something of that
spirit in service 1s a worthy aim.

ds Teaching the Mohammedans in the Phillppines
to Read.l

In the Phillipplines among the Moro people,
Dr., Frank C. Laubach has experimented wlth a
method of teaching literacy in the shortest possible
time. Three common words were found which conteln prac-
tically all the letters of the language. Using these
as a key he developed his system and arranged his

reading charts.

1. Missionary Review of the World, May 1938,
Literacy, Missions,and Life, pp. 213-214.



62

He himself taught the first lesson to
one man.l This man was told to teach this lesson
immediately to some other illiterate man. When
a man knew five or six lessons he became a teacher,
At the same time he studied more advanced lessons,
In this way every teacher had an excellent review
and every puplil became a teacher. In this unusual
way whole villages took up reading,

Dr. Frank C. Laubach's method of teaching
the Mohammedans in the Phillippines to read reveals
teaching principles of value to lay women leaders
in China, The organization of material is based
upon the principle of going from the slnple to the
complex. The method of instructlion is based on the
principle of deepening the primary impression through
expregsion and repetition.

4, Natlve Indlian Bible Study Method.2

An interesting adventure was carried on

by the Hume Memorial Church of Ahmednaga, Indla.

L 4 * LJ - L] . L 4

1. Voluntary Service, p. 22.

2. The Missionary Review of the World, April 1938,
How an Indian Church Read the Bible Through in
a Day, pp. 167-169.
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An Indian ceremony - Saptaha, or M"seven days of con-
ftiﬂnﬁus religious exercise", was adapted for use in
 f£hisf0hurch.f | |
k Sépt&ha isdcelebrated among Hindus in many
ways., Gathering in the dry river bed during the hot
season, sometimes thousands of people for seven days
and nights only repeat the name of their god, "Ram",
again they may gather in temples for eight or nine
hours during seven days to read certaln sections of
their sacréd scriptures. At such times it is wusual
for one man to read a small portion, which is followed
by an explanation. Although the form of the Saptaha
may vary, it is invariably followed by Prasad, a

gift to a god which 1é returned to the people. They
feel exalted as they eat, even as Christians are up~-
1ifted upon receiving communion.

Beginning on a Wednesday morning and clos-
iﬁg triumphantly Saturday night, the reading of the
Bible scarcely stopped during the whole time save for
a few moments while one reader after another took his
stand before the opén Bible. According to Indian
‘custom, incense was kept burning. The people who

came to hear the reading brought sweetmeats or
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placed flowers beside the table, and a fregh garland
of flowers hung over the crossveach morning. As the
reading of Revelation closed the pastor offered the
glfts to God in & dedicatory prayer. Slowly the
people came forward to receive a pilece of sweetmeat -
Prasad 1t is called, "the gift of God'.

The native Indian Bible study method dis-
closés a twofold principle. The Christlan message
should be simplified by returning it to its oriental
setting. The native religious festivals can often be
Christianized. The carrying out of these principles
in the instruction of lay women leaders should appeall
to them as they are by nature reserved and cling to
Chinese tradition and ways.

D. Summary

A consideration of the fundamentals of a
program of rural Christian work in China with special
reference to women has been the purpose of this chap-
ter. The Report of the Jerusalem Conference outlihed
’features considéréd essential to a Christian approach
to village 1life., Of the twelve basle principles men~
tioned five have been considered: namely, a convinc-
ing message to village folk, educational evangelism,
the village church, a community-serving church, and

i




69

lay helpers in rural community building.

7 A convinelng gospel message wlll breing about
"the spiritual renewal of the people™ which Madame
Chiang has sald is "the most important factor in
reconstruction"., In this same connection Dr. James
Yen has strikingly said in addressing a grcué at
Tinghsien, "If you don't preach the gospel, China is
lost™,

Educational evangelism is a fundamental
task of the rural community. Paton affirms,
"In the education of women and glrls and in
the field of rural educational experiment the
Christlan bodies are as truly ploneers today
as were Carey and Duff when they began to use
the educational method."
Training of members of the Christian fellowship in
Ghristién.thinking and living by means of the Chris-
tian approach are involved in educational.-evangelism.
The village church as the center of commun-
ity life, with the pastor and church members carrying
out their full share in the work of Christian rural
reconstruction is the plan that has been approved by
many church groups in China,.

A community-serving church with the church

carrying on the community‘activitiea of vital service




is a pressing need in village China. The church can~-
not lead\;fkit is weak numerically or in the quality
- of 1ts woman membership. Therefore an educated con-
stituency is lndispensable. The community needé to
be convinced that it has a program, a power, a ser-
vice that are essential to the life of the villagers
that no other agency has iIn the same measure. The
ehurch can especially assist the home-maker through
the education of parents concerning religion in the
homé and the religious training of thelr children.

"A special responsibility to help Chinese

women realize thelr highest potentialities

is the duty of the Christian Church which

has led 1n freeing woman from limits of

blind custom and superstition.™
The church now has a great opportunity in educating
her to be an effective lay helper in building up the
Christian community.

The purpose of the Christian enterprise is
to make the religion of Jesus Christ dominant 1n the
personal and community life of the village people,
In the great rural reconstruction movements that are

being established with significant power all over the
world the church has a distinctive contribution and part.
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The progrem in general is to select strateg-
icélly chosen groups of contiguous villages as areas
of local concentration. In each of the village churches
the aim 1s to develop a cémmunityusarving churech,
locally self-supporting, led by lay church.mémberé,
and counseled by an itinerant pastor.

The proposed methods stress "preaching that
persuades" and give emphasis to "indirect" or "demon-
strational” evangelism - that is, concrete service
and all-round helpfulness.=- in cooperation with both
government bureaus and such volunteer agencies as
cooperative soclietles, in an effort to meet all the
needs of all the people in this new community or
cluster of villages. This effort includes a wider
range but also a co-ordination of activities in
educational evangelism, a ministry of health and
healing, education of both youth and adults for
village life, economic relief, wholesome play and
recreation, and particular attention to the needs
of women and girls.

Some tested plans in the Far East have been
reviewed with special reference to women. These in-
cluded the Nevius Church System in Korea, the Kingdom

of God Movement in Japan, teaching the Mohammedans in
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the Phillppines to read, and native Indlan Bilble
stﬁdy method. The principles involved in these
plans are fundamental to rural Christian work and
~should be embodied in the lay leadership training
progrém:for Chinese women.

In so-celled missionary areas the slogan
of this fresh approach to Christian rural work 1is

"Toward more Christlikevlocal communities",
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CHAPTER IV

TRAINING OF RURAL CHINESE WOMEN FOR
VOLUNTARY LAY LEADERSHIP

A, Introduction
In spite of age-long restraints, history
attributes to women in China a strong family and
soclial influence.l Through this recognition and
the moral discipline of these restrictlons some
_women have been prepared to take thelr present
freedom with assurance and poise snd a sense of
active responsibility. Of late years many Chinese
women have rendéred outstanding service in various
flelds including law, banking, educatlion, medicine,
and social service. In this connection, Ronald Rees
says, |
- "It would probably be true to say that women
were more free to take an active part in the
life of the community in China than in either
Indle or Japan. The professions of tsaching,

medicine, nursing, law, journalism and every-
thing else are wlde open to them."

* . * & & 3 9

1. Weigle, Education for Service, p. 144
2. Rees, Ronald, Chlna Paces the Storm, p. 76
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Nevertheless, in rural China the vast majority of
‘women and girls are yet victims of one or more of
thé four great evils previously mentioned: ignorance,
misery, illiteracy, superstition. Physlically weak,
diseased,'listless and timid in spirit, being in a‘
state of absolute dependence and helplessness, their
outlook limited to the narrow horizon of their domes-
tic world, they are utterly unfit to perform their
domestic duties, much less added social obligations.
As 1t is recognlzed that social progress
is dependent upon leadership and as it is a well
kndwn fact that womean is influential in the domestic
life of rural China and has a potential influence on
the c¢hurch and community, it is imperative that pro-
vision be made for the asdequate instruction of rural
Chinese women and girls desiring leadership training,.
It is the plan of this chapter to conslder
some of the findings of the Anyang Rural Institute
concerning Lay Leadership Training and the reports
of the National Lay Training Committee of the Nation-
al Christian Council of Relligious Education of China,
together with suggestions which have come out of per-
sonal missionary experiences.

[ ] » . L[] L] * L4

1. Anyang, p. 45-46.
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‘ ' 1l
B. Voluntary Lay Leadershlp Training

1. The Need of Voluntary Lay Leaders.

The voluntary lay leader is a financial
necessity in the Chinese ¢hurch. Contributions by
forelgn friends to the Chinese dhurch are decreasing.
The Chinese d¢hurch, which is seeking self-support and
independence, will not be able to maintain a paid
ministry on the lines of foreign church pélity.
Voluntary work by lay leaders éhould be carefully
nurtured in order to effect a change of attitude too
commonly found in the Chinese ghurch at present, as
well as in the Church abroad, of expecting remunera-
tion.for any work done, or of leaving all the work
to be done by pald workers.,

The National Committee for Christian Re-
ligious Education 1in Chinsa has gliven seven compelling
reasons why voluntary service should be developed at
this tima.? They state that foreign funds have decreased,
that f6re1gn money may weaken the church, ﬁhat'the
Christlan community is comparatively poor, that there
is a vast work to be done in forward evengelism, that
there is an army of educated Christians; *

l. Anyang, pp. 45-50
2. Voluntary Service, Bulletin #5, pp. 1-5
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that the present system of pald workers is not natural
to China, and that church members are not truly
Christlan unless they'serVe. A discussion of this
great challenge will follow. ‘

In nearly all mission areas within the last
five years the foreign contributions have been reduced
to practically half the former appropriation. In the
future it 1s not likely that appropriations for gen-
eral work wlill be inereased. In western countries
leaders feel that on principle the Chinese church
should increasingly support itself and that gifts
from abroad should be used for forward evangelism
or specisl purposes, rather than for malntenance of
existing churches,

The National Lay Training Committee report-

1

ing on this matter maskes the following observation:
tpg go a step further, a church which depends
exclusively upon & small number of pald workers
can never hope to fulfill its obligation to
preach the Gespel to all men. Therefore the
training of lay workers is an important method
of edvancing the work of the church, and of
increasing the number of those who help the
pastor without any thought of gain. To find
and train such workers is an urgent need of the
church,"

Village Christians are comparatively poor
and cannot llve on a money basis as their income

L & * L] L ] LJ .

1. The First Series Courses of the National Lay
Treining Curriculum, Bulletin #4, p, 1.
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consists largely of produce from the land and grain
given in return for labor. This income translated

into money 1s pitifully small at present prices,

While meny Christians give generously to the Church,
most of them might give more than they do. It camot

be expected, however, that village Christians scattered
in remote places will be able to support in each village
a paid evangellst as well as a district pastor. A
better way must be planned to carry on the work than
through exzclusive dependence upon paid workers,

In any reference made to the vast work in
forward evangelism that remeins to be done, it 1is
generally conceded that the door is open for a
great evangellisticmorement among the Chinese people.,
It 1s estimated that only one in a thousand persons
in China has accepted Christ. Néither foreign money
nor a rellance upon palild workers supported by the
Chinese Church can accomplish the work that needs
to be done. This is becoming increasingly apparent
due particularly to the unprecedented readiness of
the common people to hear and to resbond to the

Christian message as the following examples show:
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"Many letters tell of exceptignal cpportunitiess~
From Halchow, North Kiangsus-

" "The situation in Halchow, though fraught with
danger, ls wonderful from the standpoint of the
evangellistic opportunity presented. The people

- seem to be even more willing than ever: to hear
the Gospel and to heed it too. The opportunity
for using tracts in reaching soldiers and the
educated and higher classes and the people in
all walks of 1life 1s greater than ever before."

"We want to make it quite clear that the turning
of many people to the Christian religion at this
time is not to be interpreted as a way of escape.
Hundreds and thousands of men and women students
are llving testimonles to the fact that the
youth of China is clamouring for a vital message
that will purify their lives and the life of the
nation., The response of the students to the
message of the Gospel at this time presents a
tremendous challenge to the Church. If we have
the courage and faith to be farsighted, we shall
certainly want to give more men and money to the _
work of bringing the message of Christ to those
who are the future citizens of China."2

There l1ls therefore a'pressing need of voluntary lay
women leaders, |
Concerning the large number of educated
Christians to be found, it is to be remembered that
mission schools 1in almost every province in China have
educated a large number of Christians sufficiently
famillar with the Christian life and message to
witness for Christ. 1In the thirteen Christlan colleges
and 250 Christian middle schools, there are educated

. . L] * * . L]

l. Chinese Recorder, June 1938, p. 327.
2. Ibid., Sept. 1938, p. 404.
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Christian teachers and students. There is also a
large and growing number of earnest Christians work-
ing in government offices and hospitals, teaching in
government and ?rivate schoéls and colleges, engaged
in business, working as clerks or farmers or in other
occupations, who are sufficiently edﬁcated to do as
good or perhaps better work than the pald workers of
the church. The number of these possible voluntary
workers is rapidly increasing each year through the
educational work of the church. Carefully selected
women leaders from these lay Christians inspired,
guided, and trained can probably do a worthwhile work
of vital importance to rural China,

| The present system of preaching the Gospel
primarily through a large force of paid workers,
especially workers paid by foreign money, or workers
pald from some central fund is unnatural to China.
China does maintain men to serve her religious needs
but her system is very different from that which now
prevails in Christlian c¢hurches. It is better both
for the workers and for those served that any support

given be met by the people ministered to, and in forms
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that are natural to Chinese village life. Voluntary
. service from an overflowing heart, free from all sus-
picion that it i1s done for silver and gold, is by
that very fact infinitely more potent and winsome. V
Speaking of church policy, Mr. Rees observes:
"The minister of a group of churches will have
to depend much mors on the service of lay men
and women and a considerable part of the work
of a minister in the future is going to be the
enlistment, training, and supervision of lay
workers. It is made necessary by economic con-
sideratlions, but in any case it 1s obviously
the right ideal for the Church. The Church is
not merely the parson; every member should be
an active member,"l
2. Openings for Voluntary Lay Leaders
Many openings in the Chinese ghurch can be
filled either by men or women., But in the villages
women lay leaders have a special field in instructing
other Christian women, and non-Christians as well,
Through genuine friendship mnah may be asccomplished,
In their own village among their own nelghbors earnest
Christian women of some experience can render far
greater service than a person of more education sent
occasionally from a distant place on salary.
The importance of thls phase of leadership

. . * . L4 * .

1., Rees, China PFaces the Storm, p. 97



training 1s emphassized by the National Committee for
Christian Religlous Education as follows:

"In some places Christian women with primary
school education are doing practically the
work of volunteer Bible women among non-
Christlans. They can conduct regular prayer
meetings in thelr own homes and the homes of
others, open doors for the pastor's wife, at
all times be a friend, and lead women to the
church for baptism. A young Chrilistian woman
can gather a dozen little babies on Sunday
morning and care for them in some quiet clean
place and permit mothers to attend church
free from distraction and enter into the wor-
Ship . "l ’

Women lay leaders can voluntarily assist
the churchzby caring for the spiritual 1ife of the
women and young people of the church. They can lead
Bible classes for the rank and file and care for candi-
dates for Baptism. They can give instruction in
Christian home and livelihood problems, teach health
and sanitation. They can carry on literacy classes
especially among the old folk, Children's work and
work with young people can be conducted by them. They
‘kcan lead Church services or preach when necessary, and
gulde in evangelistic work.

Girls and young women can also take the

* L ] [ ] . . L L

l. Voluntary Service, Bulletin #5, p. 30.
2. Cf., Lay Training and Regional Committee, p. 5.
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leadership in most of the above instances. Other
forms of work for which they are especially fitted
are public fecreétion, leading music and singing,
dlrecting the dfamatization of Bible stories, being
a reader in a Book Club, and making their own home
atmosphere Christian,

The same committee point out the pressing

1
need for trained young people for lay service, as

. follows:

"We need in China thousands, especially young
people and women, to select sultable materials,

and give their time and enthusiasm to collecting,
teaching and guiding these children in the villages.,
Increasingly our children are studyling in schools
where no religlous education is given. There is
great need of good Sunday Schools to glve them a
real understanding of Christian truth.

"We need vital socleties such as the Christian
Endeavor and other organizations or fellowships
for older boys and girls and even young men and
women. They should be different from Sunday
Sehools, and regular church services, and should
be conducted by the young people themselves,
They should be trained to think about a topie

or problem, frame their own ideas, express these
ldegas and put them into practice. Usually there
should be an adult to keep in touch with the
central organization, secure and interpret litera-
ture, train, guide and inspire the boys and girls
as they carry on thelr meeting and thelr service
to the village. This is a first class way to
train those who ten or fifteen years later will
be leaders in the Church."

. . L ] * * L] *

l. Voluntary Service, Bulletin #5, pp.28-29
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3. Qualifications of Voluntary Lay Leaders

7 In general Chinese leaders énd missionaries
agree on definite requirements for lay leaders. In
the Report of the National Lay Training Committee
there is this significant statement,l

"It was agreed that a clear line should be

drawn between the general religious nurture of

the ordinary Church member and the definite

education for Christian service of a compara-

tively few Church members who have possibilities

of leadership."
| The qualificationszfor women lay leaders include thé
ability to read the New Testament and take simple notes,
a reasonable understanding of Christianity and a vital
personal religious experlence, membership and good
standing in the church. There should be ih the heaft
of a lay leader the desire to serve and the spiritual
capacity for service. Such & wbrker shouldvhave some
aptitude for voluntary work and should prepare to make
a8 specific contribution to the local church. A woman
lay leader should have a proper vocation or status
in the family, wlith the possibility and willingness
%o undertake lay leadership service. Recommended’by
the paster and backed by the local church, the lay

» * L] * * * L]

l. A National Movement for Voluntary Church Workers,
Bulletin #3, p. 4.
2. Cf., Anyang, p. 46.
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leader of course nmust be of good character and with-
outkviqious habits. \
4, kThé Aim of Voluntary Lay Leadership Tralning

The tremendous need for voluntary women
workers, the many existing openings for trained
women leaders together with the high qualifications
necessary, reveal a twofold aim of voluntarj lay
leadership training. The first alm is to increase
the sense of responsibility of the worker, and to
develop religious earnestness and unselfishness.
The second aim is that of increased skill and abllity
in the performance of'same specific kind of church
worke |
8., Types of Training Available

The Anyang Conferencelreported four kinds
of training generally available., These were given
as the short term school, the long term school, local
church training class and correspondence courses.

Short term schoolszor institutes of from
two to six weeks duration are being widely used in
China, and wiih good results, because such institutes
are comparstively easy to manage, and the dangers of
longer periods of training are avoilded,

. * L . * * A4

l. Anyang, p. 48.
2. National Committee for Christian Religious Edu-
cation in China, The Cgse for Lay Training, p. 13.
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In speaking of the training of laymen for
the service of the Church, Mr, Rees says,

"The programme of this lay-training chiefly
turns round short schools (sometimes called
institutes) of two weeks' duration, in which
selected men and women who have qualities of
leadership are lnvited to take a course of
tralning. It is training for voluntary ser-
vice; peoples looking for paid jobs in the
" Church are not encouraged to come. This
training is also different from adult religious
education or the teaching of inquirers or ordi-
nary Church members; it is special training for
leaders who will help the minister to do the
work of the Church. Those who attend these
schools are sasked to pay thelr own expenses

or be sent by their local church; a small
central fund is avalilable, but only for the
travel of special people coming from outside

to help in the school where local talent is

not sufficient.” 1

Most rural institutes are held at convenient centers,
generally in the winter or when the people are not
busy. Short termischools 1f combined with training
through supervision, would seem likely to give excell-
ent results. By using the principle of learning by
doing, and trying out at once what has been learned,
a group of capable voluntary workers should be railsed
up.

The Anyang Conference agreed that short term
schools seem to be of the greatest use and that frdm
two to three weeks is the most useful course.

L ] L] [ 2 L ] . L ] .

1. Rees, Ronsld, China Paces the Storm, p. 161.
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1
The long berm school is that type of train-

ing offered in established Bible schools to provide
laymen with a period of training of from 1 to 3 yearé
in a regular school. Although this plan seems splen-
did, unfortunately in many places it has not been_
successful. The chief reason for failure is that it
requires the voluntary worker to leave his original
occupation for a long time. When this 1s done there
is a strong tendency to leave the original occupation
entirely and entertain false hopes of becoming a psaid
worker. |

The Anyang Conference decided that long
term schools with vocational training can be very
useful, but without vocational tralning are Bound
to fall of their purpose.
| A local ¢hurch tralning class needs only
a very simple organization. A convenient'time is
arranged and a leader for the class 1s chosen. Two
plans are feasible, namelys: an hour either before or
after the Ghurch service on Sunday, or some afternoon
or evening on a certain day each week.2

The Anyang Conference recommended 8 combina-
tion of the short term school with the local church

1. National Committee for Christian Religious Educa-
tion in China, The Case For Lay Training, pp.l2-13.
2. Filrst Series Courses, p. 2.
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training class askby far the best method of training
for voluntary workers.
6o Standard Training Courses

The Nationsl Committee for Chriétian Religlous
Education in China has prepared courses which place
specific emphasis on voluntary lay leadership train-
ing., Bulletins No. 3 and No. 4 give the outline
courses of the three serles.

’ The First Series Courses have been divided
»into three parts: courses on the study of Christianity
itself; courses on different kinds of church work,
providing training for the types of workers needed in
the Chinese ¢hurch; and courses in general information
for Christians to supplement the Qeficiencies of the
student along such lines as practical hygiene, cltizen-
ship education, rural reconstruction, practical farm
skills, economic education, music, recreation.

The entrance requirements are those already

1l

given under qualifications for lay leaders.
2
Credit Standards for the First Series Courses

are stated as follows:

-‘ ‘ ¢ & & s ®

1. Bulletin #3, p. 4; see Ante p.79.
2. First Series Courses, Bulletin #&,p.7.
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"l. A standard credit unit consists of twelve
fifty minute periods of class teaching.

"2, At the close of each institute, a course
“~card or credit certificate should be given to
each student who has fulfilled the requirements
of one or more unit courses, stating which courses
were completed.
"3, Students who have secured eighteen credit
units in standard institutes, and who have been
doing successful church work would then be
given a Certificate of Advancement. (Note:
Nine credits should be from the First Group of
courses; the other nine credits should be from
the Second and Third Groups)."

In the Second Series Courses the specific
entrance requirements are three, that the applicants
should be lay leaders who have a higher primary educa-
tlon or its equivalent: . They should be earnest
Christians who have had at least a year's experience
in voluntary c¢hurch work,

1

The arrangement of the courses follows the
pattern of the First Serlies Courses and includes more
advanced courses in the content of Christianity.
Further studles in church work are offered with
emphasis upon a study of psychology, and on methods
of preaching and Bible study. The general supplemen-
tary education for Christians include courses in rural
and urban hygiene, practical farming technigues,

‘.....‘

l. Op. cit., p. 7.
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organization and promotion of cooperative socleties,
‘music {(including background of hymns), games, supple-
mentary industries for farmers.,

?he entrance requirementslfor the Third
Series Courses are that candidates be graduates of
junior middle school or above or the equivalent.
Otherwlse they are the same as for the Second Series
Course.2

The curriculum which follows was tentatively
acceptéd by the National Committee for Christian
Reiigious Education in China as & basis upon which
to build the Third Series Course. Thils course willl
‘comprise four groups, namely: General Courses, Children's
Division Courses, Young People's Division Courses, and
Adult Division Courses.

The General Courses are further divided into
five sections considering religion in personal and
soclal life, the Bible, the church, psychoclogy,
methods for church workers, and the c¢hurch and social
serVicé.

)

Standards for certificates and diplomas

are given as follows:

*» L] L4 * LJ L] .

l. A National Movement for Voluntary Church Workers,
Bulletin #3, p. 8.
2 Ante Pe 840
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- "l. BEach course is based upon twelve periods
of fifty minutes each of class work, but with
emphasis on work outside the class period, in-
cluding study, reference reading, observation,
and practical work.
"2. A diploma 1s given for the completion of
twelve unit courses in addition to the record
of practical work and Christian character."

An outstanding program of Religious Educa=-
tlon has been prepared by the Methodist Episcopal
Church. They have approved and adopted Seriles I
and II as just outlined. Series III and IV have been
added in the new quadrennial progrem, 1938-41, which
1s entitled, "Christian Nurture and Service in the
On-Going Church",.

Series III is for leaders having a Junior
middle school education or its equivalent, or sabove.,
These leaders are in charge of churches or are respon-
sible for the training of leaders in village churches.

The aim 1s to give a brocader conception of
the nature and scope of the work of the local church.
These persons are to learn to select and train workers
for the various phases of the work of the local church,
and to train them in the methods of supervision.

Experience through study amd practice wlll be pro-

vided which should result in personal spiritual and
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1ntelle¢tﬁal growth for each person.

The curriculum is divided into General and
Speclalized CGourses. The General Cougses which are
required include study of the Bible, training in worship,
rural reconstruction, training in church membership,
and growth. The elective courses cover dramatization,
agriculture, religious educstion, soclal problems,and
methods 1n teaching. The Speclalized Courses are
| divided into four groups: for workers with children,
with young people, with adults, and for leasders in the
local church.

Series IV 1s for workers with senior middle
8chool training or sbove, or its egquivalent; for mmiddle
8School and college teachers and for churech employed
workers wilth the above training.

Eighteen units of work of twelve fifty-minute
periods each are the requirements for & diploma.

; The General Courses include studies in the
Christian 1ife; the Bible; the Christian church, its
history and program; the sceilsl outréach of the church.
- The Specialized Courses are the same as for Serles II1I
with the addition of & éourse on the Methodist program

and discipline.
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These Standard Lay Leadership Training
- Seriles of both the National Committee for Christian
Religioﬁs Educatién and the Methodist Eplscopal Church
in China should enable the Chinese churches to develop
a group of persons in every local church who can and
will gladly help the pastors to carry on intelligently
the work of the churches, |

For workers in lonely and isoiated places
there are a number of fine correspondence courses
available. Among these mention may be made of the
course offered by the Bible Seminary for Women in
Shanghai. Another course which has been widely used
is the Scofield Bible course under the auspices of
the Hunan Bilble Instltute. The former 1s a one year
plen and has the advantage tha it is arranged so
that individusl courses may be taken as the student
desires and credit given. It 1s an encouragement to
a student to complete definite work in a reasonable
time. While the Scofield course is very thorough
and comprehensive, many students have become discour-

aged because it generally takes years to complete it.
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Ce Summary

The rural church of China should especially
encourage voluntary lay leadershlp tralning. The
Great Commission of Jesus Christ included not only
the preaching of the Gospel but also the teaching and
training of those who believe. As 1t 1s realized that
foreign contributions to the Chinese g¢hurch have de-
creased and that foreign money is llable to weaken
the church, that the Christiay community is compara-
tlvely poor, that there is a vast work to be done in
forward evangelism, that leaders from among our
present army of educated Christians should be chosen
and trasined, that paid workers are not natural to
China, the appalling need of voluntary lay leaders’
becomes a challenge to the Chinese ¢hurch. The open-
ings for trained voluntary workers are so many and
so varied that enthusiastic voluntary lay workers
with the necessary qualifications for leadership should
prepare to meet the need. This may be accanplished
through attendance at suitable schools whether short
term, long term, or local church training classes;
and 1n the case of isolated Christian workers,

correspondence courses are of specisl value. 1lLay
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leaders should be encouraged to follow the Standard
Training Courses to completion, constantly keeping
in touch with new and better methods. By increasing
the lay leader's sense of responslbility and aiding
in the full personal and spiritual d evelopment,

with increasing skill and ability in dolng specific
church work, the aim of voluntary lay leadership
training 1n rural areas will be an accomplished
fact, The tremendous dearth of Chinese women workers
may be met by planned, systematiec training of volun-
tary women lay leaders for service in the Chinese
church. The ¢church In turn will be able to depend
more and more:upon these trained voluntary workers

in all branches of ehurch work.
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s GENERAL SUMMARY
WITH CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
k/w;t has been the purpose of this thesis to

~ show thgtglayfleadership training of women of the
Ghiﬁa;Iéiand*ﬁiésiOn:in~West'Szechwanfis'a necessity
in order té develop an adequate indigenous leadership
in‘the Churdh.
L The work of the China Inland Mission in
West Szechwén with special reference to women has been
reviewed. A‘brief history‘revealed the pressing need
for a properly trained lay leadershlp among women.
The present situation was considered from the stand=-
point of church membership, teaching program, leader-
ship, giving, spiritual 1ife, and the future outlook.

Movements affecting the education of women
in Gﬁiﬁa make clear the importance of general educa-
ktion. Under‘present‘trends the New Life Movement,
publlic education,and mass education are the outstand-
ing factors which are exerting great influence and
disclose thé need for readjustment in the leadership
training prbgram for women.

The fundamentals of a program of rural Christian
wbrk’inkChina with special reference to women were

studied in the light of the Jerusalem Report. The

91




92

baslic principles of a convincing message to village
- folk, educational evangelism, the village church, and
a community-serving church were fully outlined.
This was supplemented by some tested ﬁlans used in
"the Far East in Korea, Japan, the Phllippines, and
India from which principles fundamental to rursl
Christlan work were discovered that they might be
embodied in the lay leadership training program for

Chinese women.

A consideration of the training of rural
Chinese women for voluntary lay leadership has shown
the need for lay leaders and the many openings for
women who have the necessary qualifications. The
aim to increase the sense of responsibility of thé
workers as well as the skill and ability in the
perfarmance of specific work may be carried.out by
various types of training and by the use of standand
leadership training courses.

In the light of the present crisis and
the tremendous opportunity it preséents, this study
therefore reveals a fivefold need in the China Inland

Mission area of West Szechwan both among the native
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people and the millions of refugees.

In the first place, the fact that the area
assigned to the Chine Inland Mission includes a vast
uﬁchristignized group increased now bj millions of
refugees; and in the second place, the fact that there
1s also a small Christian group of both educated and
uneducated people, it is evident that these constitute
a need and there is the consequent responsibility upon
~ our mission to meet that need thfough the present
Forward Movement. However, the lack of a satisfactory
result up to the present time suggests the need of the
setting up of a more comprshensive program. In the
lay training of women there are certaln definite values
to be derived from the general movementsdescribed in
chapter two. These should be studied and the prin-
ciples should be applied that the China Inland Mission
may become a Bible studying church, a self-taught
group, living the Christlan 1ife according to the
best Chiﬁese standards, and exemplifying the spirit
of sacrifice - as shown in the various moveﬁents of
the Far East.

In the third place, the area is rural in=

cluding large groups of villages in which there 1is
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existént a national rural reconsiruction program.
Therefore, it is evident that this is a need which
may be partially met through cooperation with exist-
ing organizations. ;[

In the fourth ﬁlace, the fact that trained
voluntary lay leadershnlip is the paramount need of the
hour 1s evident because foreign funds have decreased
and because Chinese funds are inadequate; and further
because foreign funds are undesirable in that they
tend to weaken the native church. It follows, there=
fore, that the native church muat adopt a more systematiec,
aggressive, and progressive plan in order to foster the
nurture of church members and train voluntary lay
leadérs among the women for service which women
alone can render as outlined in the preceding discussion.

In the fifth place, the fact that this press-
ing need is for women leaders 1s evident because of the
strmng influence of women in both home and communlty
and because the recent new freedom of women gives them
the ogportunity to meet the need of uplift among less
fortunate women'in rural areas and because women have

a potential influence in the church due to Chinese
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background and due to opportunities of service open
only to wamen. Therefore, it follows that opportun-
ityf%hould be given for training of natural women
leaders, older and younger, for service in the rural
church, the local church group selecting those who

are to be trained. Training for a particular task

in each case will make possible a shared responsibility
which is vital to the harmony and progress of the
church.

Therefore, it is recommended that the program
of the China Inland Mission center in the village
¢hurch which should endeavor to meet the needs of
the rural :area, first of all by fulfilling its primary
function which is to evangelize by preaching the
Gospel. The program, however, recognizes other
functions of the village church which, dependent on
the polint of view, may be regarded as subsidlary to
the evengelistic function, or as the manifestatlions
of 1it. .

There are, of course, some definite proced-
ures of reiigiousVeduéation which directly supplement

the work of evangelistic preaching. These include




96

the elementary indoctrination of the illiterate and
uneducated and also reaching students without Christian
training as well as endeavoring to incorporate into

the 1ifevof the church those students who have returned
to the village from miésion schools. The church group
classified under enquirers, catechumens, and full
members should be given training suitable to their age
and group. Having been led to anvundarstanding of
Christ as their Saviocuy,they should also be led to a
rigbt'conception of individual Christian life, Christian
home l1life, ¢hurch life, soclial 1life, and be urged to
assume thelr Christian responsibilities,

The program of Religious Educaﬂon is not
intended to be limited to class instruction but in-
¢ludes Standard Courses of 1nstruction, and the use
of such agencies as educational and medical evangelism,
use of evangelistic bands, personal work with children
énd young people, newspaper evangelism, use of tracts
and posters, and broédcasting over the radio, as well
as the.usual evangelistic services and campaligns. It
is assumed that it Will be necessary to have a program

of this sort under the guidance of trained leaders.
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Since the refugees include trained persons competent
to become leaders, the program should incorporate
them into the service of the church. ‘Preliminary
training of women for leadership may be given by
mission workers, continued training by workers of
the pastoral area, but these should be supplemented
by supervised training in the village. Short term

_ institutes linked with local church training classes
at definite times throughout the year should be
érranged. Correspondence eourses should be followed
by workers 1n isolated places. Thils part of the
program is definitely in the function of the village
church in meeting the spiritual needs of the rural
area,

In addition to this, the program must in-
clude 1In thé third place cooperation with the agencles
of reconstruction and education with the purpose of
keeping them on a moral and Christian plane. For
instance, since Christianity recognizes the need for
developing an internal motive for the external mani-

festations of the New Life Movement and since the
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New iifa Movement 1s so nearly universal there 1s
great need for a multitude of trained leaders who are
able to impart this impulse. Since literacy is =a
'neoessity for the lay worker the church should en-
courage educational movements whosé purpose 1is the
elimination of illiteracy. Further, a literate popu-
lace furnishes a far more satisfactory basis for the
lay leader.

In this functioning of the village church
‘ program women necessarlly have certain contributions
to make in caring for the spiritual life of the women
and young people of the church, teaching Bible classes
for the rank and flle, instructing candidates for .
- baptism, helping mothers in home and livelihood
problems, teaching them health and sanitation, carry-
ing on literacy classes especially among the older
folk, conducting children's work and work with young
peoplé, even leading church services and gulding in
evangelistic work when necessary. Other forms of
work for which girls and young women are especially
fitted are public recreation, the leading of music
and singing, directiﬁg the dramatization of Bible

stories, belng a reader in a Book Club, and making
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thelr own home atmosphere Christian.

| Thus present conditions iﬁ Wesf Szechwan in
the Ghiné Inland Mission ares,jogether with the existent
Sino~Japanese wér in the nation, lead td the conclusion
that iﬁkthe light of this study such recommendations

as have been indicated would seem to be tq the advantage
of the work and help to forward the aim of the China
Inland Misslon. It is to be recognized that the

present conditions are not normal and perhaps not
stable, but to date, although the coming of refugees
has injected some new problems, this does not necessarily
invalidate the recommendations or produce conditions
which would meke it impossible to'put most of them into

practice.
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