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A SURVEY OF AND A SUGGESTED PROGRAM FOR
THE MISSIONARY EDUCATION OF YOUTH
IN THE GENERAL CONFERENCE MENNONITE CHURCHES
OF NORTH AMERICA

INTRODUCTION

A, The Subject Stated and Delimited

It has often been saild that a growing church is a
migssion-minded church. Harner gives the basic reason for
this fgot when he says: ‘

Chfistianity is not complete without missions. It
i3 not itself without missions. A Christian experience
is not complete without the missionary outreach. Weé
are truly Christian only when we have the missionary
spirit, a sense of mission to those who have not as yet
tasted the full joy of the love of the Father and

bre%hren. We keep our Christianity best when we share
it.

With such a realization of the lmportance of mis-
sions to the life of the church, 1t can be concluded that
missionary education must be an integral part of the total
program of Christian education in the church, taking a
place. of equal importance with the other phases of that

. * * L * *

1 Nevin C. Harner and David D. Baker, Missionary
Education in Your Church (New York: Missionary Education
Movement of the United States and Canada, 1942), p. 25.
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work. It 18 thus the purpose of the writer to make a sur-
vey of the present miSsionary education of youth in the
churches of his denomination, with the purpose of evalu-

’ ating 1t and making.suggestions for 1its greater effective-
ness.

Because of the enormity of the scope of the mis-
sionary education for the entire church, this study will
be limited to the age group called "youth". Youth is a
term used to denote those individuals who are in the tran-
sitional period from childhood to adulthood, the period
in which maturity is being attalned. Thus youth is a
flexible term, but it generally refers to individuals be-
tween the ages of twelve and twenty-four, including the
junior high school, high school, and college age groups.
Throughout this thesis, however, the term youth will refer
only to the junior high school and the high school age
groups. This delimitation 1s made because it is during
these years that the greatest changes come into the life
of the individual. During these years, more than those
of later youth, the individual forms his basic attitudes
toward the church and its missionary outreach. This de-
limitation also is made because many of the Mennonite
churches have placed the junior high and the high school
age groups together and have dealt with them as a unit in

many phases of the churech work,



B. The Significance of the Problem -

The interest of Mennonites in missions and mis-
sionary education received a late start because of the
many migrations of the people and because of the Mennonite
policy of isolation from the "world" and its influences.
But with the passing of time the command of the Lord to go
into all the world and preach the gospel was more keenly -
felt, until today the great majority of the Mennonites in
America are committed to the cause of missions. However,
with the rlsing interest in missions, there has not been a
corresponding emphasi; upon planned missionary education.

If the Mennonite church desires to expand its mis-
" sionary program on the mission fields, it must educate the
youth in 1ts midst. The importance of training this new
generation has well been stated by Burkhart:

f The world in a real sense is carried forward on
the backs of young people. All that one generation
may ever hope to achieve can only become a reality in
youth. Adolescence 1s a connecting link between all
that has passed and all that ls to be .1

Thus, youth is the age group above all others which must

be given the challenge of a well-planned program of mis-

sionary education., It is the responsibility, as well as
the opﬁortunity, of the church to present this program

L * - * L] [ 4

1 Roy A. Burkhart, Understanding Youth (New York:
The Abingdon Press, 1938), p. 15.




which will instill into the rising generation a greater
interest in missions, resulting in a growth in their
Christian personalities and in greater outworkings in the

kingdom of God.

C. The Plan of Procedure to be Used

The study'of the problem of the mlssionary educa-
tion of youth in the General Conference Mennonite Churches
naturally falls into four parts: the criteria for the
missionary education of youth, the present missionary edu-
cation of youth in the General Conference Mennonite Churches,
an evaluation of the contributions In the misslonary educa-
tion of youth as presented by some major denominations and
movements, and finally,;a suggested program for the General
Conference Mennonite Churches in the light of these contri-
butions. |

The first study will concern the nature and needs
of youth and the aims of missionary education in thé light
of these needs. The second study will be that of the his=-
torical background and a survey of the present program of
missionary education of youth. The third study will be
that of some important contrlbutions that have been made
in the field of missionary education of youth by the Pres-

byterian, Northern Baptist, and Southern Baptist churches,
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and by the Missionary Education Movement., The last study
wlll be that of a modified program for the Mennonite

churches in the light of these contributions.

D. The Sources of Data

The sources of data for the criteria of mission-
ary educatioh in chapter one will be investigations of
the nature and needs of youth by leading students of the
psvchology of adolescence, and the aims of the missionary
education of youth as given by writers in that education-
2l field. In chapter two, the information concerning
the historical background and the survey of the present
program of thé missionary education of youth in the Gener-
al Conference Mennonite Churches will come from denomina-
tional literature and from questionnaires which were sent
to the one hundred and seventy-five paétors of that con-
ference. The churches of the Central Conference were not
included, because they have so recently joined the Gener-~
al Conference and thus have not yet fully cooperated with
the conference missionary program. The information in
chapter three concerning the important contributions of
missionary education programs of major denominations and
movements will come from the materlals sent out by those
groups for the purpose of the missionary education of

youth, as well as from personal interviews with leaders



of those groups. The material in chapter four, which will
be the suggested program for the missionary education of
youth in the General Conference Mennonite Churches, will

be based on the findings of the previous chapters.



CHAPTER T

A STUDY OF THE CRITERIA FOR THE MISSIONARY
EDUCATION OF YOUTH -



CHAPTER 1

A STUDY OF THE CRITERIA FOR THE MISSIONARY
» EDUCATION OF YOUTH

A, Introduction

In order to reach youth, 1t is necessary to be
aware of thelr nature and needs, and to discover what can
be presented to cope with them. Missionary education is
not a panacea, but as an integral part of the entire pro-
gram of Christian education, 1t can meet many of the needs
of youth and can be of great assistance in the formation
of the characters of youth. It is difficult to place the
nature and needs of youth into specific categories, for
any analysis of living personalities is of necessity a
bit mechanical. But for the sake of this study, the
findings of the investigation of the mnature and needs of
youth will be classified in these categories: physical,
social, intellectual, and religious. This investigation
willl be followed by the aims of missionary education of
youth formed in the light of their nature and needs. As
has béen previously stated, the term "youth" will refer
to the group from twelve to seventeen years of age, com-

monly known as the junior high and high school age.
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B., The Nature and Needs of Youth

1. The Physical Nature and Needs.

As individuals enter upon the threshold of youth,
they find themselves in a period "when the myriad forces
that, within a few years, transform a child into an adult
are in their first swirling confusion."l This period is
often called the pubertal period because puberty is its
central and characteristic experience. The most obvious
change noticed in youth is that of physical expansion,

At first, there is a rapid growth of bones and muscles.

In the latter years, after adult heighf is nearly attain-

ed, growth continues more slowly. This rapld growth caus-
es a typical awkwardness, but it 1s replaced by graceful
co-ordination of muscles as physical integration is achileved.
The glandular system and the organs of the body also under-
g0 %iseries of changes.

: These facts are not so important to uvs in them-
selves as their indirect influence upon the personalities
and capacities of adolescent boys and girls. Growth
furnishes the physical basis for emotional, social, and
economic security.? However, it is also well to remember

1 E, Leigh Mudge, The Psychology of Early Adoles-
cence (New York: The Caxton Press, 1922), p. 13.

2 ¢f, Luella Cole, Psycholo of Adolescence (New
York: Farrar & Rinehart, Inc., 1942;, D. 17,
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that because of the new physical powers of youth, there is
a burning and consuming desire for physical activities of

all kinds.

2. The Soclal Nature and Needs.

Youth 18 an age of social integration, in which
the individuals become dominated more and more by social
impulses. There 1s a definite consciousness of relation-
ship to social groups, which results in boys' gangs and
girls!' cliques. Eventually group consciousness crosses
the sexualyline of demarkation to combine boys and girls
into groups. Miss Cole very ably describes this spirit
when she says:

Adolescents are tremendously sensitive to social
stimuli; no other problem seems to them as serious as
the establishment of themselves in thelr own society.
They react faster to prestige within their own group
than to most forms of adult approval., High school
boys and girls tend to form small shut-in cliques, the
members of which are intensely loyal to each other but
critical to outsiders. The leaders of adolescent op-
inlon are important in high school...l

Youth have a pecullar satisfaction in collecting
things. The leader of a gang often maintains his position
because of his large collection of stamps, stones, pic-
tures, nature speclimens, and other things which have 1lit-
tle intrinsic value but attract much attention. Later the
crave for collecting turns to scrapbooks filled with pilc-

L} L L L . L 4

1 Ibid., pp. 264-265,
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tures of favorite athletes, clippings of high school af-
fairs, or whatever the particular interest of the indivi-
dual may be at the time. The taste of high school girls
seems to turn toward autograph books containing a collec-
tion of poetry understood only by those having a romantic
complex.

In the earlier years of youth, the desire for
adult approval and hero worship accompany the desire to
grow up. With the passing of time, however, hero worship
turns into idealism, in which ideals are suggested by
living people who are engaged in interesting and intri-
gulng work.

- In the senior year of high school, because of the
nearing of the day of decislon concerning the question of
"college or work", the problem of lifework is faced square-

ly for the first time.

3. The Intellectual Nature and Needs,

In the intellectual realm, youth are aware that
their reasoning powers, which are stimulated by new exper-
iences, are developing. kHasty conclusions and lack of
discrimination are by no means uncommon. Because of the
consciousness of being able to solve their own problems,
youth build walls against direct authority. The "know 1t

all" stage, with its accompanying critical and argumenta-
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tive attitude, has been reached. Suggestions, however,
are accepted by youth wﬁen they are tactfully presented.
A suggestion may be carried out with the greatest vigor,
while the same desire, expressed directly, probably will
be done grudgingly.

Imagination, which has long been operative,inow
works overtime. There is a craving for adventure, for
facts about the entire world, and for interesting blog-
raphy.l Averill says: "The ambitions of youth lie in
the realm of the spectacular, or the active, or the crea-

tive..."2

4. The Religious Nature and Needs.

In the religious realm, youth are faced with a
mixture of falth and doubt. What was formerly taken at
face value is now questioned. Suspicion sometimes arises
as to the possibility of error in the commonly accepted
religious bellefs, whereas formerly there was nothing but
implicit acceptance. There is a minor revolt against
authority and dogmatism, which must be met by tactful sug-
gestion and demonstration of the practical outworkings of

Christianity.

1 ¢r. Earl S. Rudisill, The Intimate Problems of
Youth (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1929), pp. 20-21.

2 Lawrence A, Averill, Adolescence, A Study in
the Teen Years (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1936), p. 214.
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On the other hand, it is Interesting to note that
youth are confronted with an intense sense of sin, which
may naturally lead to a conversion experience or a sense of
greater consecration to Christ. Tracy says:

This 1s the period of life where are made the great
serious decisions and delliberate choices that shall de-
termine the direction and the trend of all the remain-
ing years. Hence we need not be surprised to find that
positive and definite decisions in regard to the claims
of religion--the most vital of all issues--are made
more commonly in the perlod under consideratlion than in
any other; so that many observers have come to speak of
it as the 'normal period of conversion'.l

Thus we realigze that this perlod is pregnant with the pos~-
sibility of winning youth to Christ and of calling their

attention to the claims of Christ on their increasing

powers.

C. The Aims of the Misslonary Education of Youth
In View of their Nature and Needs

Missionary eduéation, as an integral part of Chris-
tian education, should be of vital importance to all youth,
both to the few who will eventually become missionaries and
to the majority who will follow other callings. All Chris-
tians alike are entitled to the responsibility and joy of
sharing in the missionary enterprise.

In planning a missionary education program for

* . * L . *

\ 1 prederick Tracy, The Psychology of Adolescence
(New York: The Macmillan Company, 1928), p. 204,
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youth, it is necessary to state the aims to show how an
effective program is able to meet some of their needs.

The aims come under three classifications: the provision
of information concerning missions, the créaticn of right
attitudes toward the missionary enterprise, and the provi-

sion of activities which contribute to missionary inter-

est.1

1. The Provision of Information Concerning Missions,
Youth have a strong desire to learn new facts,
especially concerning unusual places and activities all
over the world. It is an aim of missionary education to
pfesent intelligent information concerning missions and

missionary activity to meet this desire.

a., The Biblical Basis for Missions.

The Biblical basis for missions is a basic consi-
deration in missionary education. It is therefore a pri-
mary aim to show the true nature of Christianity and how
it involves missions. It is necessary to show that Christ's
command to go into all the world and preach the gospel was
the beginning of missions, and to show how literally the
disciples obeyed that command.

1 ¢f. Herbert Wright Gates, Missionary Education
in the Church (Boston: The Pilgrim Press, 1928), pp.
202-203.
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b. The History of Missions and the Life Stories of
Great Missionaries.

An understanding of the past is always an aid in
understanding the present. Thus another aim is to give an
over-all view of the history of missions and of the lives
of missionaries who playéd important roles in the progres-
aion of missions. Youth's craving for adventure and their
innate hero worship and idealism can be met by accounts of
adventurous missionary activity and thrilling bilography.

¢. The Spiritual, Social, and Material Conditions of
the People in Misslon Fields. '

The presenting of the spiritual, soclal, and mater-
ial needs and aspirations of peoples being reached by mis-
sions 1s necessary as a background for youth to evaluate
what missions are doing at home and abroad. It is an aim
to present these not as dry facts, but personalized, as é

part of life.

d. The Aims and Present Program of Missions.

Another purpose of missionary education is to pre-
sent the aims of missions and to give information concern-
ing the total missionary program throughout the whole
world.

e. The Mlssionary Work of the Denomination and the

Missionary Interest of the Local Church.

The aims and present world-wide program of missions
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form the background for the missionary program of the de-'
nomination and the part the local church is playing in

missionary effort. It 1s the aim of missionary education
to bring missions home to youth by vividly presenting the

local church and the denomination's place in the total pro-

gram,
2. The Creation of Right Attitudes Toward the Missionary
Enterprise.

It is ﬁecessary to develop attitudes of apprecla-~
tion and concern toward other peoples and toward the world
mission of the church if effective, voluntary participa-~
tion of youth 1s to be had in the missionary program.

Sﬁap judgments and the critical and argumentative attitudes
of youth will entrench any misconception which they may
have concerning misslions unless something is done to counter-
act them. It 1s an aim of missionary education to create
within youth the right.attitudes toward the missionary out-
reach of the church and their responsibility toward mis-
gsionary endeavor.

a. The Conviction of the Necessity and Importance of

Missions.

Since youth are beginning to form their philoso-
phies of life with settled ldeas, the cultivation of right
attitudes toward missions during this period means their

cultivation for life. Therefore, it is an aim of misgssion-
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ary education to cultivate the conviction of the necessity
and importance of missions. Youth must be shown that mis-
sions are not merely to be lmportant to children's mission
bands and the Woman's Missionary Society, but that missions
are of vital importance to them. It is necessary to show
youth that missions are not detached, but rather a vital
part of the total program of Christian education.

b. TUnderstanding Sympathy With the Peoples of the

World.

Closely related to the conviction of the impor-
tance of missions is an understanding sympathy with the
peoples of the world. One can give money to forelgn mis-
sions in an attitude of pity, or patronlizingly, or with
a feeling of a disagreeable duty done. One aim of mission-
ary education 1s to overcome this attitude with oné of

understanding sympathy, and of personal interest.

c. An Attitude of Consecratlon.

The questlioning attitude of youth is like an is-
land that divides a river into two channels, It eilther
drives them away from Christ and the church, or toward a
deepened l1life of consecration. It 1s an ailm of mission-
ary educatlon to aid in bringing them to the latter.

The youth that see God working wonders through

the efforts of missions have their faith endarged. By
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particlpating in the working of those wonders through
prayer, they are growlng spiritually. By learning the
real stewardship of money and time, and by actively par-
ticipating in the ministry of helpfulness, youth learn

an attltude of consecration which prepares them for great-

er use by God.

d. An Attitude of Obedience to God's Command.

Young people are at the age of maklng crucial de-
cisions concerning thelr lifework. Thus, this is the.
time that missionary education aims to present the chal-
lenge to full-time Christian work. It is not only the
right but the obligation of the church to challenge them
to a serious consideration of Christ's claim on their
lives and of the wonderful opportunities open to them in
the fileld of missions. It is the aim of missioﬁary educa-~
tion to extend this challenge to the best, the keenest,
the strongest, and the most popular young people of the
church, as well as to the rest. It is the local church,
and the missionary education of youth in that organigza-
tion, that alone can insure a never-failing supply of
workers for the needy fields.

3., Provision of Activities Which Contribute to Mission-
ary Interest.

Activities provided for the missionary education
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of youth will vary according to time and place, and with
the type of group to be reached. It is an aim of mission-
ary education to at least provide for the activities of
sharing, Christian giving, and for active pérticipation
in the ministry of helpfulness. Whether the activity be
handwork or collecting clothes for missions, whether it
be on Sunday or weekday, whether 1t be in or out of the
church, it i1s the aim of missionary education to use the
activity not only as a logical result of interest in mis-
sions, but also s means of arousing still greater inter-
est. Gates says that these actlivities should be made:
1. Intelligent. The pupil should know for what
he is working and why.
2. Efficient. Each project should be carried
through to definite and satisfactory outcomes.
3. Cooperative, combining efforts for better
and larger results and for the joy of fellowshlp in
service. , '
4. Permanent and continuous, thus making thelr
greatest contribution to character building.

5. Aggressive, calling forth the powers of ini-
tiative in action.i

D, Summary

The discussion of this chapter has dealt with the
nature and needs of youth and the aims of missionary edu-

cation in the light of them. The nature and needs of

1 1bid., pp. 203-204,
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youth were claséified in four categories: physical, so-
cial, intellectual, and religious. The aims of the mis-
gionary education of youth were discussed under three
headings: the provision of information concerning missions,
the creation of right attitudes toward the missionary
enterprise, and ﬁhe provigion of activities which contri-
bute to missionary interest.

Physically, youthare in a state of expansion.
Bones and muscles grow; the glandular systems and the or-
gans of the body undergo a serles of changes. New physi-
cal powers cause a desire for physical activity. Physi-
cal change also has an indirect influence upon the person-
alities and capacities of youth.

Soclally, youth find themselves 1n a period of
integration. They become more and more dominated by their
gang, clique, or mixed group. The desire to become adults
and for adult approval leads to hero worship and idealism.
There is a great desire to collect things, beginning with
such things as stamps, and changing to items of personalV
value, such as autographs.

In the intellectual realm, youth are trying out
their new reasoning power and thus have the feeling that
they "know it 211". They are highly susceptible, however,
to suggestions tactfully offered. A craving for facts

and for adventure grow to major proportions during youth.
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In the later years of high school, the problem of life-
work becomes Ilmportant. |

In the religious realm, youth are torn between
faith and doubt. However, the new sgense of sin often leads
to an experlence of conversion or greater consecration.
The important declisions of life are faced squarely, so
there 1s an opportunity to challenge them with the claims
of Christ on their lives.

The aims of the missionary education of youth are
formed to meet some of these needs. The intense desire
for knowledge and adventure are met by a challenge to
youth with the information and knowledge concerning thé
origin and the history of mlissions, and the present aims
and program of missions as carried on at home and abroad.
It is an aim also to meet hero wofship and idealism with
captivating missionary biography. But information and
knowledge are insufficient in themselves. Thus it is
also the aim of missionary education to create right atti-
tudes toward world missionary activity. Right attitudes
are especially important during youth, fof it 1is during
this period that attltudes are taking their more or less
permanent form. It 1s the alim of missionary education
to convince youth of the necessity and importance of mis-
sions, and to develop an attitude of consecration and

obedience to God which will help in the development of
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their character, and may even lead to full-time Christian
service. Missionary education also aims to provide activi-
ties which willl be the expression of missionary interest
and also will create new interests in the entire missionary
progranm.

These are the chief aims of missionary education,
which, as an integral part of the complete program of
Christian education, seeks to meet some of the needs of

youthe.
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CHAPTER IT
THE PRESENT PROGRAM OF THE
MISSIONARY EDUCATION OF YOUTH IN THE

GENERAL ‘CONFERENCE MENNONITE CHURCHES
OF NORTE AMERICA

A, Inbtroduction

The burpose of this chapter 1s to survey the his-
torical background of the present program of the mission-
ary educ;tion of youth in the General Conference Mennonite
Churches, and to set forth the present program as surveyed
by the answers to the questionnaires sent to the pastors,
fhe colorful historical background of the church and its
attitude toward missionsiand missionary education will be
presented first because it 1s essential in evaluating tﬁe
present program bf the missionary education of youth.

The present program will be set forth in terms of
both general missionary education that is reaching youth
and the specific mlissionary education of youth. By gener-
al missionary education is meant that which is set forth
for all age groups of the church, including youth. Spe-
cific missionary education of youth, on the other hand,
is that which 1is planned specifically for youth and is

carried out through youth organizations.

25
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B. The Historical Background of the Present Program

for the Misslonary Education of Youth

It is not surprising that for many years the Men-
nonite denomination should remain indifferent to missions
and missionary education; for only a century and a half
ago, at the beginning of‘modern missions, there was no
Protestant denomination, with the exception of the Moravi-
an, which looked favorabl& upon missions., The leaders of
the denominations were susplcious of the idea of preaching
the gospel to the heathen, and the lalty remained indif-
ferent to the whole problem., However, because of the very
nature of the Mennonite denomination, it took a longerb

time to awaken 1t to its missionary obligations than other

denominations.

1. The Non-mlssionary Mennonite Church.

In the early days following the Reformation, the
Anabaptists in Europe, from whom the Mennonites came, set
out with extraordinary zeal to spread their religious con-
victions. However, due to thé vigorous persecubtions of
these groups by the religious bodies who were in the ma-
jorlty, this vigorous zeal had completely been quenched
by the middle of the sixteenth century. On January 5,
1527, Felix Manz was drowned in Lake Zurich, Switzerland,

for spreading religious convictions contrary to those of
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the Zwinglians. Concerning this occurrence C. H. Smith
says:

Scores of martyrs followed the fate of Mantz still
in the same year in many lands, and thousands in the
years to come, For a full century and more, not only
in Switzerland, but all over south Germany, Austria,
and Moravia, up and down the Rhine and the upper Dan-
ube, wherever they were found, Anabaptists had to pay
the extreme price for their faith.l

This extreme persecution caused the church to go
into isolation from the world. At first this isolation
was caused by expediency, but later it was regarded as an
ideal. Everything of the outside world came to bé looked
upon with suspicion. This tended to set and make permanent
the non-missionary tendencies, which remained for nearly
three hundred years..

In the middle of the seventeenth century, the Pie-
tistic Movement was beginning to make inroads into the or-
ganized church in Germany. At the turn of the eighteenth
century "The Society for the Propagation of the GOSpel‘in
Foreign Parts" was organized in England. The Whitefield
and Wesley revivals in the first half of the eighteenth
century helped lay the foundations for modern missions.
But to all this the Mennonites were rather impervious be-
cause of their pollecy of isolation. It tecok nearly a cen-
tury more before this new missionary interest could pene-

1,0. Henry Smith, The Story of the Mennonites
(Berne, Indiana: Mennonite Book Concern, 1941), p. 20.
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trate the Mennonite mind.
2. The Awakening of Misgionary Interest in the Mennonite
Churches.

Desplte the indifference at first toward missions,
there was a certaln conviction held by the Mennonite de-
nomination which prepared the way for eventual participa-
tion in missionary enterprises. This conviction was that
love must work in the form of mutual ald, especially in
the care of the poor within the local group. The Mennon-
ites in the Netherlands held a liberal view of this con-
viction, crossing national boundaries to help their breth-
ren in Moravia, Switzerland, and the Palatinate. In 1709
they organized the "Committee for Foreign Needs", which
sent money to aid the Swiss Mennonites to get to America.
Finally, at the end of the eighteenth and the beginning of
the niheteenth centuries, interest In missions arose, and
contributions were occasionally sent to socleties like the
Basel, Bafmen, and English Baptist Missionary Societles.
It was not until 1847, however, that the Mennonites in the
Netherlands organized the Améterdam Missionary Soclety,
and work was begun in Java in 1851 by Rev. Peter Janz.l

Meanwhile, however, the Mennonites who had come to

. - L] L) L d *

1 ¢f. Edmund G. Kaufman, The Development of the
Missionary and Philanthropic Interest Among the Mennonites
of North America (Berne, Indiana: Mennonite Book Concern,
1921), pp. 46-49,
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America were permltted an even greater degree of isolation
then they had in Europe, for now they had obtained the re-
ligious freedom for which they long had sought. This re-
gsulted in the retention of set customs and attitudes for a.
longer period of time than that of their European brethren.
While the religious awakenings led by such men as White-
field and Asbury did have an influence upon some indivi-
dual Mennonites, the church as such remained unmoved.
Finally, in protest to the spiritual lifelessness and the
severe customs of the Mennonites, liberalizing tendencies
were set into motion by such men as John H., Oberholtzer.l
With these new tendenclies there seemed to develop
a parallel interest in mlssions. At first this interest
was made manifest In the form of charity. Then, in 1859,
a plea came for the American Mennoﬂites to help support
the work of the Missionary Association of the Mennonites
of Amsterdam as the Mennonites of Holland, Germany, Aus-
trla, and Russla were doing. The American Mennonites
regsponded. The followlng exchange of letters and church
papers helped the Mennonites of the Pennsylvanla, Canada-
Ohio, and Towa groups to get acquainted with the work of
thelr European brothers, and gradually it stimulated them
to gef.some similar work of their own started. The great-

- L] . . L L 4

1 Ibid., p. 60.
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est final factor 1n reaching this end of the cooperation
of the different American Mennonlte groups for the purpose

of misslons was the Mennonlite paper called Das Christliche

Volks~Blatt, of which Oberholzer was editor. The paper

had a great misgssionary as well as unifying influence upon
the three geographically separated Mennonite groups in
America.

In 1860, a plan of union was formulated, and out .
of it grew the present General Conference of the Mennonite
Church of North America. It i1s quite evident that the in-
terest in united action toward missions played a great .
part in this unification, for the conference set forth
these four principal: lines of work for which it should ex-
ist: "foreign missions, home missions, publication, and
education."! |

At the first meeting of the General Conference,
two mission treasuriles were created and another;was added
at the third sesslon of the conference, so that each dis-

trict had its own--the Western, the Central, and the East-~

ern.

3. The Rise of Mennonite Missions.
The General Conference churches were now in a posi-

[} . . . L3 L]

1 Ipiga., p. 85.
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tion to launch out upon their own miséionary work. Yet,
despite the additional impulses of misslonary interest

that came through the foundlng of a school for the train-
ing of missionaries and ministers at Wadsworth, Ohio in
1866, and the immigration of mlisslonary-minded Mennonltes
from Russia between 1873 and 1880, interest seemed to lag
and there was little progress. Within the next twenﬁy
years, however, at 1eést thls much was accomplished: the
formation of a mission board in 1866, the securing of a
mission worker, and the finding of a fleld of work. In
May, 1880, S; S. Haury and his wife arrived in Darlington,
Oklahoma, to beglin thelr work among the Arapahoe Indians.
Another milestone had been reached by thé Mennonites in
their interest in missions, for at last they had sent out
their own workers. Work among the American Indians gradually
expanded to the Cheyenne tribe in Oklahoma and Montana, and
to the Hopl trlbe in Arizona.

It was not until 1896 in Alexanderwohl, Kansas,
'however, that the question of an "oversea mission" actual-
.1y became official business. After due consideration, the
following resolution was passed: "Resolved, that the Gen-
eral Conference begin a mission across the sea when funds
and missionaries will be available."l Thus was taken the

L * L] L] * L3

1 Board of Foreign Missions, Twenty-five Years
with God in India (Berne, Indlana: Mennonlte Book Concern,

1929), p. 12.




first step of the beginning of missionary work in India, a
country which at the time was stricken by a material as
well as a spiritual famine.

But not all the churches were in agreement, and it
was qulte evident that the Mennonite mind was conservative
and that it still had tendencies toward isolation. P. A.
Penner in the history of the Mennonite missionary actlivity
in India says:

It must not be assumed, however, that the action
of the General Conference had the universal approval
of the churches. Far from it. Our church papers
contained many articles that tended to discourage
such who favored an extension of forelgn misslonary
activity.l

However, the time came when funds and missionaries
were available. Late in 1500, P. A, Penner and J. F.
Kroeker with thelr wives arrived in Bombay, and in 1901
they established a General Conference Mennonite mission
field in the Central Provinces.

Following the establishment of the work in Indla,
a desire gradually arose to do work in North China also.
Thus, in 1914, the work which was begun by Mennonites who
had gone to China independently was taken over by the
‘Foreign Mission Board. In recent years Interest has been

taken in starting mission work in South America. In a

current issue of the Missionary News and Notes, Gerald

1 1p14.



Stucky reported that the small group of missionaries who
were sent to South America had recently succeeded in rent-
ing a spacious building in a village near Bogota, Columbia.
It will soon be used as an orphanage for unwanted children,
thus forming the base for the first General Conference Men-
nonite mission work in South America.l In recent Yyears,
several missionaries have also been sent to Africa in co-
operation with the Congo Inland Mlssion. Because of work
done by Mennonites in Puerto Rico under the auspices of

the Mennonite Central Commlttee during the years of World
War II, there 1s now an investigation being made as to the
advisability of openlng a General Conference mission fleld
there. In this manner the growing interest of Mennonites

in missions has concretely been manifest.

4, The Rise of the Missionary Education of Youth.

While the interest in missions grew,\missionary
education, as such, lagged far behind. Even when there
was some sort of mlssionary education, it was general
rather than specifically for youth. Examples of this
general type of missionary education were report tours by
presidents of the mission board who had visited the fields,
talks by missionaries on tour during furloughs, and arti-

L . e L * L]

1 Gerald Stucky, "From the Fields," Missionary
News and Notes, XXI (March, 1947), p. 18.
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cles by missionarles in the denominational papers. Later,
with the formation of Sunday schools in the churches in
1858 and the founding of the Woman's Missionary Soclety in
1867, there came the added general stress upon missions.
The first effort for a direct missionary educatlion
of youth came in the formatlon of the girl's junior and
intermediate migsion bands in the local churches as avxil-
iaries of the Woman's Missionary Society. For several

vears a page in the Missionary News and Notes has been

set aside to reach the members of these mission bands,.

The first young people's society In the General
Conference churches was organized in Philadelphla in 1886,
By 1898 there were at least twenty-six such orgaﬁizations
and many of them had made small contributions to missions.l
Later, as the socleties organized 1into district young peo-
ple's groups, they undertook special projects for missions
and made an effort to become acquainted with the program
of missions. For example, the Paciflec District young peo-
ple had a project of forming a missionary prayer cycle,
of collecting and distributing plctures of missionaries,
and of distributing pamphlets deallng with various mission
fields. Similarly, young people from other conferences
collected money for certain miss;onary projects and tried

[ L] L] . . .

1 Kaufman, op. cit., p. 169.



to have a special milssionary emphasis at their youth con-
ferences. But much of the young people'!s interest in mis~
slons and mlissionary education has been sporadic, for it
depended almost entirely upon local leadership. The Gen-
eral Conference young people's group until recent years

had barely achleved group-consciousness and thus was not
able to present a planned program of misslonary education
for itself. The whole field of plans and materials for

the speclific missionary education of youth has also been
left veritably untouched by the Woman's Missionary Soclety,

the Board of Education, and the Foreign Mission Board.

C. The Present Progrem of the Misslonary Education
of Youth as Surveyed by Questionnaires
In order to survey what is being done in the Gen-

eral Conference Mennonite Churches in the realm of the
missionary education of youth, a two-page questionnaire
was sent to the one hundred and seventy-five pastors of
the churches. Questions were asked concerning both the
general misgsionary education of the church which reaches
youth and the missionary education of the church which is
specifically for youth. Eighty-six of the one hundred and
seventy—fivé questionnaires were answered and returned.
These give a fairly good cross section of how well the

youth 1s being reached by missionary education in the



churches.1

1., General Missionary Education Reaching Youth.

a. Missionary Education through Sp;akers.

It is noteworthy that in answering the question,
"What form of missionary education do you think‘is most
effective in the church?", fifty-one pastors answered that
it was missionaries telling of their experiences and show-
ing pictures of their work. From the beginning of MNennon-
ite missions, missionary speakers have been invited to
speak to various organizations in the churches and have
thus played a very important part in the general milssion-
ary education of the church. Of the eighty-six churches
represented, missionaries have spoken in the church ser-
vices of eighty-one, in the missionary soclety meetings of
sixty-four, and in the Sunday school services of forty-
nine. They also were reported to have spoken in special
meetings of four of the churches.

Several questions were included in the guestion-
naire to find what emphasis the pastors themselves placed
upon missions In their messages. Seven pastors deliver
missionary messages once a month. Ten replied, ten times;
two, elght times; eight, six times; thirteen, four times;

* * * L Ld *

1 The results of this guestionnaire are recorded
in the appendix.



twelve, two times; and quite a few answered "frequently".
It was revealed that a great majority of the pastors used
missionary illustrations in their sermons, and fifty-four
pastors indicated that they read portions of missionary
letters from the pulpit.

b. Missionary Education through Special Programs and

Conferences. .

While seventeen of the churches have missionary
committees, it was found that much of the responsibility
for missionary educatlon resides in the hands of the Wo-
man's Mi;sionary Socleties., All but two of the churches
reportling have one or more of these societies. Occasion-
ally, they give programs in the churches, consisting of
the reading of excerpts from missionary 1etteré, challeng-
ing talks by some of the members, and at times, a message
by a visiting missionary. In a few churches, missionary
plays are enacted, often with the help of the young wo-
men's mission bands.

Forty~-five of the churches set aside certain Sun-
days as "Missionary Sunday" with the aim of giving a spe-
clal missionary emphasis, Five churches reported that
they have annual mission festivals which take place over
the week-end, whlle twenty-one held missionary conferences
which were also several days in duration. One church an-

nually holds what 1is called a School of Missions, which
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takes place on five consecutive Sunday evenings. The aim
of this school is to reach all age groups with a study
for information and understanding of the various mission

fields.

¢, Migsionary Education through Visual Materials.

The answers to the questions concerning visual
materials make it quite clear that the churches are not
avalling themselves of all the opportunities in this
realm. Only ten of the eighty-six churches have the names
of the General Conference missionaries posted. Only eight
churches have maps of the world permanently hanging some-
where in the church building. Of these, one church has
some plctures of the General Conference missionaries, one
church has pictures of the missionarles from the local town,
and three churches have thumbtacks indicating the loca-
tion of either the missionaries or of the mission stations.
The General Conference Woman's Nissionary Soclety published
blue and white maps of the various mission fields ap-
proximately ten years ago, but no church indicated that
it 1s using these at present. The society has just
printed é new map of India and is in the process of pub-
lishing a new series of maps of other fields at the pre-
sent time. TUndoubtedly these willl be strategically placed

in the churches. Only fifteen churches have articles from



the mission fields on exhibit.

On the other hand, however, fifty of the churches
which»have interlior bulletin boards occaslionally use them
for missionary purposes, and only two of those reporting
indicated that they have never had elther colored slides

or moving pictures of missionary work shown in their chur-

ches.

d. Missionary Education through Reading and Study.

Missionary News and Notes, which is the officlal

magazine of the Woman's Missionary Society, is used as a
ma jor means of dispersing information about missionaries
and the mission fields. Many of the members of the Wo-
man's Missionary Soclety are individual subscribers to
this small monthly magazine; while at some churches, cop-
ies are distributed to all members at the doors. The
Mennonite, which is the official magazine for the General
Conference, also carries articles concerning missions, and
many times publishes letters sent by the missionaries,
Several of the churches reporting have dispersed
many small pamphlets published by the Woman's Missionary
Soclety and written by missionaries about various phases
of the work on the different mission flelds. These pam-
thlets have also been a means of dispersing information

about missions and missionaries.
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Sixty-four of the churches reporting have either
Sunday school or church libraries with several missionary
books included among the others. The Woman's Missionary
Society Literature Committee publishes a 1iét of Interest-
ing books written by Mennonite missionaries, as well as a
few books by the Missionary Education Movement, as sugges-
tions for replenishing the missionary section of these

libraries.

e. Missionary Education through Activitles.

Now, as well as during the war years, most Mennon-
i1te churches are very active in relief activities. They
raise wheat and cattle; they can food; and they gilve money
for the sake of relieving the poor and needy. Many of the
churches have, and still are, sending relief workers to
the war-torn areas to administer these gifts. Thils acti-
vity in relief wérk 1s a good influence in getting the
church members to think of the need of others, whether it
be material or spiritual. C

One of the most effective means of general mission-
ary education in the church is the emrhasis placed upon
the stewardship of giving. Since much of the instruction
concerning stewardship has emphasized the iImportance of
placing money where it 1s needed most, many of the churches

are giving more for missions than they are Por other
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causes. While many of the churches give their offerings
to be disbursed at the discretlion of the General Confer-
ence Mission Board, many of the churches and at least

forty-one Sunday school organizations have undertaken to

pértially or fully support certain missionaries.
2. The Specific Missionary Education of Youth.

a. Organization.

The only type of organization in the churches
which has been created specifically for the missionary
education of youth is that for young women. Thls organi-
zation is commonly called the Intermediate Mission Band.
Fifty=-three churches indicated that they have such groups.
Only two churches, the Calfax church in Newport, Washing-
ton, and the church at Munich, North Dakota, have any kind
of missionary organization for boys. At Langdon, North
Dakota, there 1s a group for both boys and girls under
fourteen years of age which is called the "Be Ye Doers"
Club. These boys and girls are given fifty-cent pleces
in the spring of the year to see how they can make tHem tn-
ereage during the summer. The proceeds are then collected

in the fall and given to foreign misslons.

b. Methods.
1) Missionary Education through Speakers.

As in general missionary education, so in the
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gspeclfic missionary education of youth, the missionaries
bringing messages of their experiences, of God's working
on the mission fleld, and messages of definite challenge,
play an important part. Fifty-three churches reported
that mlssionaries have spoken to their young people's
group, and twenty reported that missionaries have spoken
at the summer Bible school, which was attended by their
twelve to fourteen-year-cld youth. Occasionally mission-
aries have also spoken to the young people's Sunday
school classes.

2) Missionary Education through Special Programs
‘ and Conferences.

The youth groups of the General Conference are
mostly organized under the name "Christian Endeavor",
Fifty-seven of these Christlan Endeavor groups have spe-
clal mi;sionary topics for discussion several times a
year.,

Perhaps one of the greatest means of special mis-
sionary education’for those who are able to attend 1is that
of young people's conferences or retreats. Seventy-one of
the eighty-six churches have sent some of their young peo-
ple to Memnonite retreats, and fourteen of the churches
have sent some to undenominational conferences and re-
treats. Of the 4,187 youth included in the reports, 640
of them have attended youth retreats or conferences at

some time or other.
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Forty-eight churches indicated that their youth
who attended these youth retreats or conferences have re-
ceived information concerning missions. Thirty-four re- |
ported that their youth have received a vision of the vast
unevangelized field at home and abroad. Forty-two of the
young people attending these retreats have volunteered to
give their lives for full-time work on some mission field.
The primary influence for these decislons was mlssionary
speékers, according to twenty-seven reports. Ten reports
;1ndicated that the primary influence was clasges on mis-
sions.

3) Missionary Education through Reading and Study.

With the exception of a few stories written by
Mennonite missionaries, very little writing has been done
by the Mennonites for thelr youth group. The Woman's Migs-
sionary Soclety has tried to make up for this deficit,
however, by advertising and supplying missionary books
from other denominations and from such organizations as
the Misslonary Education Movement. Some missionary stor-
ies and materials are also published in the section of

Misslonary News and Notes entitled "For Juniors and Inter-

mediates™,

In 1928, a Mennonite mission study course was com-
piled by Anna G. Stauffer of Los Angeles, California,

which could be adapted for youth. However, this series



has long been out of print and at the present time there
are no materials that can be used for mission studies in
the mission bands, Sunday school classes, or Christian
Endeavor Societies. This lack has been especially felt
by the Youth Council of the General Conference Mennonite
Churches, and thus the council has just recently planned
to develop program materials in the field of missions and
other vital interests of youth.l

4) Missionary Education through Activities.

Some of the activitles of youth have missionary
education implications, although they do not deal directly
with the subject. Relief work is such an actlvity in
which many of the Mennonlite youth are taking part. Eight
churches have sent some of thelr young men to be attend-
ants on cattle boats salling to stricken countries. Youth
groups have collected money for relief in twenty-one chur-
ches. Twenty-one youth groups have taken interest in can-
ning for rellef. Others have raised cattle, collécted
clothing, or tithed wheat for this same purpose.

In the realm of evangelism it was reported that
fifty-two jouth groups sing in jails, hospitals, and in
the homes of the 11l. Fifteen of these groups are accus-

L 4 L - * » *

1 ¢f. Loewen Esko, "Youth Council Lays Plans for
the Year," The Mennonite, Vol. 62 (March 11, 1947), p. 10.
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tomed to doing personal work on these occasions.

In answer to the question concerning the making of
missionary posters, charts, ahd scerapbooks, only twelve
answered in the affirmative, leaving the realm of this
type of project almost untouched.

Concerning stewardship actlvitiesg, it was reveal-
ed that tﬁe youth Sunday school classes in forty-five
churches took up special offerings for missionary causes.
The youth in thirty-two churches collected money for cer-
tain missionarlies who had special needs,

Beyond the activities of the youth groups of the
local church, it was revealed that the Young People's
Union, while actually formed in 1917, became a lliving or-
ganization around 1945. Since then it has sponsored
several projects having to do directly with missions or
having missionary implicatiohs. It haé sponsored volun-
tary service projects in which young people teach in Bible
schools on the American Indian mission flelds, in city
missions, and in rural areas. At present, 1t 1s sponsor-
ing the educatlon of four young people who are to return
to their own pedple in Puerto Rico and Paraguay at the
completion of their schooling. A drive is also being
made to collect one thousand dollars to be used in build-

ing a church at the mission statlon in Lame Deer, Mon-

tana.
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D. Summary

In this chapter, a survey of the historical back-
ground of the General Conference Mennonite Churches and
their attitude toward missions and missionary education
of youtﬁ wés made. Then the present program of the mis-
sionary education of youth was surveyed, using the answers
to the questionnalres which had been sent to all the pas-
tors of the General Conference Mennonite Churches.

It was revealed that because of the policy of
isolation, the Mennonite denomination for many years re-
mained indifferent to the command to go into all the world
to preach the gospel. However, missionary interest final-
iy was awakened and the General Conference Mennonites
themselves sent out missionaries to various foreign fields.
It was revealed that with the rising interest in missions
there was not a corresponding rise in missionary educa-
tion, especlally that of youth.

From the answers to the questionnaires, it was
discovered that most of the present missionary education
of youth in the churches is in the form of general mis-
sionary education, which reaches the remainder of the
church as well as the young people. An Intermediate Mis-
sion Bénd has been formed for the specific purpose of the

missionary education of the young women., However, most



churches have no corresponding organization for the young
men. The General Conference Young People's Union has re-
cognized the need of a well-planned program for the mis-
sionary educagion of youth, but as yet most of the fileld

of the specific missionary education of youth lies uncul-

tivated,
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CHAPTER III
CONTRIBUTIONS IN THE MISSIONARY EDUCATION

CF YOUTH AS PRESENTED BY SOME MAJOR
DENOMINATIONS AND MOVEMENTS

A, Introduction

As has been stated in the previous chapter, some
ma jor denominations became interested in missions andimis—
sionary educatlion earlier than the Mennonites. Because
of‘this earlier interest and because of their larger con-
stituency, they have advanced farther in offering a speci-
fice progfam fbr the missionary education of youth than the
Mennonites. Thus, the contributlions of the programs of
the missionary education of youth as planned by these major
denominations are of vital importance. Also, some contri-
butions have been made by such movements as the Missionary
Education Movement. It 1s the purprose of this chapter to
study some of these contributions in order to provide sug-
gestions for a broadened program for the Generai Confer-
ence Mennonite Churches.

As the survey by questionnaire in chapter two in-
dicated, the Mennonite churches are quite active in gen-
eral missionary education, but they have not set forth an

adequately planned program for the specific missionary

-49-
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education of youth. Therefore, the major emphasis in this
chapter will be upon the contributions for the specific
missionary education of youth. However, the church-wide
missionary‘education program will be described where 1t is
necessary as a background for analyzing the specific mis-
gsionary education of youth.

Because the entire field of the missionary educa-
tion of youth 1s so broad, after surveyling the contribu-
tions offered by various denominations and movements, a
representative group was chosen to present what can be
done in the réalms of organization and of method.

It is the purpose of this chapter to present first
the contributions that the Northern and Southern Baptist
denominations have made in the realm of organizing for the
missionary education of youth, and then to present some
effective methods that are being used by the Presbyterian
Church U.3.A,, the Missionary Education Movement, and
other groups which have made a study of the missionary edu-
cation of youth.

The program of the missionary education of youth
in the local church of the Northern Baptist Convention
will be presented to show how it can be an integral part
of the total church program of missionary education, and
also how it can be an integral part of the total youth

program, effectively using the exlisting organizations.
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The organization of the Royal Ambassadors and the Girls'
Guild of the Southern Baptist convention will be described
to show how special organizations can be formed for the

effective missioﬁary education of youth.

B. Contributions in Organization

1. The Integrated Program of Missionary Education of the
Northern Baptist Churches.

a. The Missionary Education Program of the Local

Church.

Ideally, the minister of each Northern Baptist
church is the key person in the church-wide missionary pro-
gram. Where a Board of Christian Education has been organ-
ized, it works yith the minister in ail the phases of edu-~
cation, including missionary education, Thus, at least one
member of the board should be a member of the Woman's Mis-
gionary Society, and she should act as chairman of the
church Committee on Missionary Education. This committee,
which is made up of representatives of groups active in
missionary education, 1s responsible for acquainting it-
self with the denominational materials and plans of study
and activity, and then promoting a church program of mis-
slonary education.

The purpose of the misslonary education program in

the church is as follows:
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1. To emphasize the Biblical--especially the New
Testament--basis of the Christian missionary movement.

2. To provide a program and materials which should
help people to participate effectively in world-wide
Christian fellowship. . .

3. To make the world task real through fellowship
with missionaries and those whom they serve, and through
interpretation of the Northern Baptist program and work,

4, To encourage active participation in missions
by prayer, gifts, and service.l

.These aims are carried out through church worship, mid-
week church night, the Sunday church school, the School of
Missions, organizational activities, and through the vaca-
tion church school,

The National Department of Missionary Education '
suggests certain activities to aid in effectively carry-
ing out the program of missionary education. In order
that the churches may record their achievement, a plan of
accreditation has been worked out. Each year the Depart-
ment of Missionary‘Education makes an annual award to each
church that totals a hundred points in missiohary educa-
tion activities.

The recommended activities include the formation
of a Committee of HMissionary Education, mission study
courses, a church School of Misslons, missions in the Sun-
day church school, a missionary reading program, program
meetings, missionary education projects, World Service

. . L] - - .

1 7o Christian World Friends Through Missionary
Education (New York: Department of Missionary Rducation
6T the Northern Baptist Convention, 1946), v. 1.
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Activity, Children in Missionary Educétion, and assemblies
and conferences.l Except for Children in Missionary Edu-
cation, all the activities include the youth group of the
church. Thus it is against the background of this total
church program that the organization for the specific mis-
sionary educatiqn of youth is formed.

b. Organization for the Speclfic Missionary Educatlion

of Youth.

1) The Organization of the Baptist Youth Fellow-
ship.

In recent years, the Northern Baptist Convention
has urged that all phases of the church's work for youth
be placed under the one name of "Baptist Youth Fellowship".
This Fellowship includes all youth activitlies of worship,
study, recreation, and service. The purpose of this method
of organization is to avoid overlapping of emphasis in the
various organizations, and to present a unified, broadened
program to meet the full needs of youth. Hach activity is
a part of the total program, contributing to the total ex-
perience of the individual without duplication of effort.
Thus, the youth classes in Sunday church school are the
Fellowship meeting with the emphasis on worship and Bible

study. The Sunday evening meeting of the Fellowship is

1 1vid., pp. 3-5.
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primarily for expression and training. The weekday acti-
vities of the Fellowship are for the emphasis of study,
service, and socilal activities. Classifying the meetings
of the Fellowshlp in this manner does not mean that they
are always distinct. Many meetings of the Fellowship com-
bine such-eiements as worship and study, worship and ex-
pregsion, study and serviée, and service and recreation.

Because the needs of youth vary at different ages,
the Baptist Youth Fellowship is ideally grouped into
three age group or departmental Fellowships: the Junior
High Fellowship (ages twelve through fourteen), the Senior
High Fellowship (ages fifteen through seventeen), and the
Young People's Fellowship (ages eighteen through tweﬁty—
five). While the larger churches have sufficient young
people to form these three Fellowships, smaller churches
are advised to organize only one or two Fellowships, in-
cluding the same age range of twelve to twenty-five. When
this 1is done, however, every effort must be made to meet
the special needs of the several age groups Included.

Much of the work of the Baptist Youth Fellowship
1s done by five standing committees which parallel in
function the five-fold program of the Fellowship:

1. Grow in personal Christian living.

2. Help others to become Christians,
3. Serve through missionary world outreach.



-55=

4, Practice Christian citlizenship.
5. Develop leadership.l

The five committees appointed to carry out this program
are these: Personal Christian Living, Evangelism, World
Service, Christian Citizenship, and Leadership. It is the
responsibility of the World Service Committee to promote
missions in meetings of the whole Fellowship, and in meet-
ings of groups within the Fellowship.

2) Organization for the Missionary Education
Program of the Baptist Youth Fellowship.

Beside the World Service Committee, which is ap~
pointed to promote missions, an adult adviser is appointed
as World Service Counselor to advise the Fellowship énd
its officers on the missionary program of the church and
the denomination. This counselor is provided for by the
church women's organization in consultation with the
FPellowship cabinet, and the appointment is approved by the
Board of Christian Education. This counselor helps the
World Service Committee to plan adequate missionary edu-
cation and service projects for both boys and girls sepa-
rately and for them in coeducational groups.

Sunday Morning Activities. The youth attending

the Sunday church school classes are made to feel that

1 Handbook on Organization (New York: Baptist
Youth Fellowship of the Northern Baptist Convention, 1946),
P. 33,
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they are a part of the Baptist Youth Fellowship without
disturbing the general administration of the Sunday church
school as a whole. The purpose of fostering this feeling
is to enlist these young people in other phases of the
youth work of the church. In these classes the Judson
Keystone Courses are used. Beside Bible study, missionary
units are included in these courses. For example, the
junior high school course has one unit studying the organi-
zation for missionary activity of the denomination, and
three units which are specifically missionary in character
and bring acquaintance with the mission fields at home

and overseas.,

Sunday Evening Activities. The Sunday evening

meeting of the Baptist Youth Fellowship is generally con-
sidered the most important meeting of the group. It is

suggested that the topics for these meetings be taken from

a quarterly pamphlet called Young People's Topic. In-
cluded with each topic is a section on methods of carry-
ing out the theme for the evening. In the 1946-1947
series; the foreign mission theme was to be discussed on
three Sunday evenings and the theme of "Race™ and its
missionary implications also was to be used three times.

Thus missions is presented as an integral part of the

total program for youth.

Weekday Activities. The Baptist Youth Fellowship
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also includes the weekday activities and groupings of

young people in the local church. These groups are large-
ly responsible for carrying out the projects of the Fellow-
ship. The activities carried on by the boys of the Fellow-
ship are largely determined by the local church, but many
churches have the boys of the Junior High Fellowship meet-
ing in a group called the "Royal Ambassadors". This group
meets for both recreation and missionary study. The course
for this age group is a study of missionary heroes. The
senior high group for boys is not primarily missionary in
character, but often missionary studies are undertaken.

The Weekaay activities for the girls' groups are
organized under the name of "World Wide Guild". 1In the
larger churches this group is divided into three chapters,
corresponding to the three Fellowships. A prescribed
course of study is available for each group. In actuality,
the World Wide Guild éxisted for the purpose of the mis-
sionary education of girls many years before the formation
of the all-inclusive Baptist Youth Fellowship, but now it
continues as a part of the Fellowship, keeping its broad
program of study, worshlp, service, and giving.

- Weekday activities also include many coeducational
opportunities for study, service, and fellowship. Study
classes are often formed for a limited period‘on the study

of some missionary theme.
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It has been observed that in the Northern Baptist
Convention the missionary education of youth is an inte-
gral part of the total youth program and of the total mis-
sionéfy program of the church. This method of organizing
prevents overlapping of emphasis and duplication of effort.
Also, because missions are presented as part of the total
program and not merely through exbtra organizations, youth
are more easlily convinced that missions are of vital im-
éortance to them. .

2, Specific Organizations for the Missionary Education of
Youth in the Southern Baptist Convention.

Youth groups which are organized for missionary
education in the Southern Baptist churches are'auxiliaries
of the Woman's Missionary Unlon rather than being directly
affiliated with the youth organization that meets on Sun-

day evenings.

a. Junior and Intermediate Girls' Auxiliaries.

The "Girls' Auxiliary" is the name of the mission-
ary education organization for the girls in the Southern
Baptist Convention. Within this 6rganization there are
two divisions: the Junior Girls' Auxiliary, which includes
all those of nine through twelve years of age, and the
Intermediate Girls' Auxiliary, which includes those from

thirteen through fifteen years of age. At the age of



~59-

sixteen, the girls automatically become members of the
Young Women'!s Auxiliary. The Junior and Intermediate
Girls'! Auxiliaries use separate manuals for their organi-
zation but they have the same ideals, aim, and allegiance.l
The differences between the two groups, beside the ages
of the members, are chiefly the forward steps in ranking.
1) The Purpose.
The purpose of the Girls' Auxiliary is twofold:
"firat, to develop a symmetrlcal Christian girlhood; and
second, to bind together the girls of the church for world-
wide service for Christ."2
2) The Allegiance.
The Girls' Auxiliary allegiance is as follows:
Knowing that countless people grope in darkness
and giving attention to His commands, I assert my
allegiance to Jesus Christ, to His Church and its
activities, attempting with God's help to abide in
Him through prayer; to advance in wisdom by Bible
study; to acknowledge my stewardship of time, money,
and personality; to adorn myself with good works; and
to accept the challenge of the Great Commission.3
The five-pointed star emblem of the Girls' Auxiliary sug-
gests their five 1deals as stated in the allegiance.
3) The Rating System.
In the Junior Girls' Auxillary, four advance ratings

L] L] ® L d * L 4

1 Junior Girls' Auxiliary Manual and Manual of the
Intermedlate Girls! Auxiliary (Birmingham, Alabama: Woman's
Missionary Union).

2 Manual of the Intermediate Girls' Auxiliary
(Birmingham, Alabama: Woman's Missionary Union), p. 10.

3 Ipid., p. 5.
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are possible: Malden, Lady-in-Waiting, Princess, and
Queen. Two advanced steps are possible in the Intermediate
Girls! Auxiliary, that of Queen with a Scepter and Queen
Regent. All these advances are made by fulfilling special
requirements. For example, the requirements to become a

Princess are:

1. Memorize Psalm 103; Ecclesiastes 12:1; Isaiah
55:6-2; Hebrews 7:25; Matthew 7:7-14; Matthew 6:19-33.
2. Glve brief statements of Baptist beliefs.

3. EKnow ten missionaries of today, give their
field and the nature of thelr work,
4, Tell about the world-wide program of work of

the Southern Baptist Convention.
5. lMembership minimum as Lady-in-Waiting for six

months.
6. Take part on the program at least three times.

7. Read two approved mission books.l
If a girl of intermediate age has not taken part in the
Auxiliary program before, she 1is placed in the Intermediate
Auxiliary, but she must come up through the-Junior Auxil-
lary ranking system, disregarding the’time requirement.,

4) The Officers and Committees.

The officers of the Auxiliaries are president,
vice-president, secretary, and treasurer. These are elected
annually by the girls. A counselor is elected by the Wo-
man's Missionary Soclety. The counselor, the officers, and
the committee chalrmen férm the executive committee. The
following committees arevappointed by the president:

L] L] . . . L]

1 Ibida., p. 28.
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membership, program, stewardship, library, mission study,
social, community missions, music, poster and bulletin
board, and other committees as occaslions demand.

5) The Meetings.

The regular meetings are held weekly or semi-
monthly, depending upon the local situation. It is the
responsibility of the executive committee to see that the
purpose and ideals of the Auxiliary are carried out
through these meetings. To help in this task, the Woman's
Missi&nary Union sets aside several pages of suggestions

in the monthly magezine, World Comrades,

b. Juniér and Intermediate Royal Ambassadors.

The "Royal Ambassadors" is the name of the mis-
sionary education organization for boys 1in the Southern
Baptist Convention which parallels the Girls' Auxiliary.
This organization is also divided into two age groups:
the Junior Royal Ambassadors, which inoiudes all those
of nine through twelve years of age, and the Intermediate
Royal Ambassadors for boys from thirteen through fifteen
years of age.

1) The Object.

The object of Royal Ambassadors, as published in
the handbook, is as follows:

The object shall be to study God's Word from a
missionary voint of view that His Kingdom plans may
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be known; to study the lives and works of missionary
heroes, who as His ambassadors, have represented Him
in all lands, in other times as now; to endeavor by
our conduct, contributions, and prayers to make Christ
known to the world that many may know and be recon-
ciled to Him,l

2) The Pledge of Allegiance.

The pledge of aliegiance which is taken by each
ambassador is:

I pledge myself to try to live worthily of our
order; to guard my lips against profanlity and untruth;
to keep my body clean and useful; to study the lives
of noble ambassadors set forth in God's Word and in
world history; to give what I can to support missions;
and by every possible deed of service to help bring
in Christ's kingdom. I assert my allegiance to Jesus
Christ; my desire 1s to live for Him and serve Him
always. I will live pure, speak truth, right wrong,-
follow Christ the King. Else wherefore born?2

3) Ideals.

The Royal Ambassador insignia has a crown with
five points upon it. Each pbint stands for the ideals in
Royal Ambassador activities. They are: Bible study, mis-
sion study, prayer, stewardship, and service,.

4) The Rating System.

After a boy joins the Junior Royal Ambassadors he
can do things required for becoming a Page; next, a Squire;
then, a Knight; and finally, as a Junior Royal Ambassador
he can become & full ranking Ambassador. Two ranks are

Yoe . . . . .

1 Manual of the Order of Royal Ambassadors for
Juhior Royal Ambassadors (Birmingham, Alabama: Woman's

Missionary Union), p. 7.

2 1pid., p. 5.



saved for the Intermedlate Royal Ambassadors: Ambassador

Extraordinary and Ambassador Plenipotentiary. An example

of the requirements for becoming a full ranking Ambassador
are:

1. BServe as a Knight for at least ninety days.

2. FPFrom the Bible, point out an ambassador's
duties. Give the duty, quote the passage, and tell
the reference.

3. Select and tell three incidents in the life
of Jesus that show His missionary zeal.

4, Give a map talk on one of Paul's misgsionary
journies.

5. Glve an intelligent answer to the question,
"What does it mean to be a Christian?"

6. Write a story of your favorite missionary.

7. Glve a brief outline of Baptist beliefs.

8. Gilve types of work done on home and foreign
filelds.

9. Attend seventy-five per cent of the missionary
meetings since becoming a Knight.

10. Take part on the program at least four times
since becoming a Knight.
11. Train a boy to become a Page.l

Requirements of an athletic nature may be attached to each
rank by the decision of the members of the chapter under
the direction of the'chief counselor, -

5) Officers and Committees.

The.officers of the Royal Ambassadors are also
given names in keeping with court 1life, such as, Ambassa-
dor-in-Chief, First Assistant Ambassador, Chapter Record-
er, Chapter Scribe, Chapter Steward, Chapter Custodian,
and Chapter Herald. The counselor 1s generally a man who

L] . . . . ]

1 Ibid., pp. 18-19.
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has been elected by the church following his nomination by
the Woman's Missionary Society. It is his responsibility
to have general oversight of the work and he 1s ex-officio
member of all Embassies., The standing committees, called
Embassies, are as follows: Program, Recording, Knightly
Deed, World Alliance, Stewardship, Recreation,land Ranking.

6) Meetings.

All the weekly meetings are to be missionary in

character, with at least one meeting a month using the

.program material as given in Ambassador Life, the maga-
zine published for Royal Ambassadors by the Yoman's
Missionary Union. One meeting a month is also sét aside
for work on the ranking system, and its program is usually
under the direction of the Ranking Embassy. MMany churches
have found it profitable to have a period of recreation
following the program proper. Also most chapters are busy
in service activities, for Royal Ambassadors is distinctly
a service organization. Hospital visitation, helping the
poor, cutting wood for old people, and helping the pastor
are but a few of the many projects carried on by indivi-
dual ambassadors as well as chapters. Collecting clothes
for relief has been a special project during the war years,
‘From the above description of the Girls! Guild
and the Royal Ambassadors, it can be observed that effec-

tive misslionary education can be accomplished by the
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formation of special groups aside from the regular youth
organizations. The rating system of these organizations
is a contribution which can be used to give youth an added
incentive to seriously study missions. It can also be ob-
served that the formatlion of such special organizations,
which have misgsionary education as a primary alm, can aid
in meeting the needs of youth, such as recreation, that

are not planned for by other youth organizations.

C. Contributions in Methods

Some contributions in organizing for the mission-
ary education of youth have been studied, and it 1s now
the purpose of the remainder of this chapter to describe
certain successful methods that have been used by some

ma jor denominations and movements.
1. Missionary Education through Reading.

a. Read Around the World.

Reading can be one of the most useful methods in
the missionary education of youth. Many young people who
may not care to come to church for a special period for
the study of misgions will read missionafy books. This 1is
especlally true of the hero-worshipping junior high school

youth. To meet this opportunity, the Northern Baptist
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Convention has organized a reading program for the Baptist
Youth Fellowship called "Read Around the World". Ideally,
this is to be a part of the total church missionary read-
ing program. The Department of Missionary Educatién pub -
lishes a pamphletAfor the Fellowship which contains a graded
1ist of books available from national headquarters.

Each Fellowship group is advised to make its own
rules to keep the books rotating and to develop a plaﬁ
for friendly rivalry in a reading contest for the year.
The reading contest takes added import when the whole
church participates in the reading program and is striv-
ing for their twenty-five points toward the annual award
of a Missionary Education Certificate. To achieve these
twenty-five points, five per cent of the resident church
group must read five missionary books each, or ten per
cent must read three books each.

. Books Provided by the Missionary Education Move-

ment. .

The Missionary Education Movement, whose offices.
are at 156 Fifth Avenue, New York, has done much to make
reading an interesting and effective means of the mission-
ary education of youth. The movement is an interdenomina-
tional organization which is made up of official repre-
gsentatives from boards of home and foreign missions, de-

partments of missionary education, and other church

5
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agencies which have the responsibility of the misslonary
education in over twenty-filve denominations. The movement,
generally using the name "Friendship Press", publishes
interesting.graded literature on all phases of missionary
activity. Quite a series of books on both home and foreign
missions are published for youth and are made available

through the varlous denominational literature agencies.

2. Missionary Education through Study.

Beside general books on missions and missionary
education, the Misslonary Education Movement publishes
missionary mapé, pilctures, plays, plctoral books, and
study books. These are all woven about an annual theme
which is chosen three years in advance. For 1944-1945
the theme was Southeast Asia; in 1945-1946, Africa; and
in 1946-1947, India. The theme for 1947-1948 will be
World Evangelism; and in 1948-1949, China and Her Neigh-
bors. Along with the primary theme, a secondary theme
having to do with national missions 1s also chosen. In
1944-1945 the secondary theme was The American Indian;
in 1945-1946, The Church Among Uprooted Americans; and in
1946-1947, The Christian and Race.

Practically all the materials needed for a well-
rounded study of a certain country by any young people's

group are made avallable. For example, the main study
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btook for youth is Qur Country is India, written by young

Indians and their leaders and compiled by Rebecca Wells
Loeffler. This is an interesting book which interprets
the thinking of modern Indian youth and presents the ac-
tion of youth groups which are trying to meet the needs of

building a new India. This is India by Arthur Mosher is

an attractive pamphlet of pictures, graphs, and maps to

$1lustrate life in India. Discussion and Program Sugges-

tions for Youth on India were compiled by Ross and Mary

Cannon. Worship services on India, reprinted from this
guide, and including a questionnalre and a dramatlc sketch,
are also made available for pupil use. Material for use
in planning recreation which may take place along with the

study is published under the title Fun and Festival from

India by Rose Wright. Maps, Kodachrome slides, plays,
and even phonograph records are also avallable to aid in
the study.

While it is the purpose of the Missionary Educa-
tion Movement to furnish the necessary material on certain
countries, the organization 1tself advises denominations
to enhance the study by the use of their own materials in
order to direct the attention of youth to denominational
fields within the country studied.

The materials available for the missionary educa-

tion of youth by the Missionary Education Movement are
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for a series of study programé in the Sunday evening
session of youth groups, and for periods of speclal study
during the week by missionary youth organizations. Where
churches have speclal periods of study for six or eight
weeks known as a School of Missions, the materials of this

organization fit in ideally for the study by the youth.
3. Missionary Education through Projects.

a. Frilendship Frontiers.

"Friendship Frontiers" 1s a name given to places,
work, and workers maintained by the unlted effort of the
Presbyterlan young people. It includes the realms of na=-
tional and foreign missions, Christian education, pensions,
and seminaries. The most interest, however, has been
taken in home and foreign missions.

"Staking a claim" in these Friendship Frontiers
means that a group of young people agree to give a cer-
tain amount to their suppOPt, an amount which can be paild
immediately or at any time during the year. When the
claims are staked in national or foreign missions, certi-
ficates and descriptive literature are sent to the group
concerning the fleld they chose to support, and the Board
of National and Foreign Misslions sends at least twice a
year a news letter from misslonaries on the field where

the claim has been made. Articles, pictures, and news
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stories about the various Frontiers appear intermittently

in the Presbyterian Young People, Five Continents, and

Missionary Mall magazines.

The purpose of FriendshiphFrontiers is to person-
alize missions and to serve as one of the means of under-
standing and appreciating the work of the church.

Claims can be stsked in amounts from ten dollars
to a thousand dollars, and one claim can be made for every
ten dollars given to missions. If more money is received
than is needed for any Frontier in one year, the excess 1is
placed into a similar type of work by the Board of National
- and Foreign Missions., It is suggested that claims be
varied from year to year in order to broaden the interests
of the young people., By staking four or more foreign
mission Friendship Frontler claims, so located around the
world that the sun is continually shining upon one, the
youth group can become a part of the "Twenty-Four-Hour-A-
Day Fellowship". Twenty-four stations have been selected
throughout the world in order to provide a wide range of
choice. It 1s suggested that, in order to make full use
of the project, a Friendship Frontier prayer calendar be

made, that the group subscribe to Five Continents in order

to get regular news from the Frontiers, and that a series
of Friendship Frontier programs be planned, using booklets

and colored movies, which are available from ﬁhe national
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headguarters.

b. Adventures in Frlendship.

"Adventures in Friendship" is the name given to a
project set forth for the Baptist Youth Fellowship. It is
to be an adventure in understanding of other races; nation-
alities, and sbcial groups. The project can be carried out
through such means as letter-writlng, fellowship banquets,
and joint worship services. In larger cities, 1t 1s possible to
visit Negro or bilingual churches. Youth groups in smaller
cities can contact other groups or individuals through mis-

sionaries, rellef organizations, or the Red Cross.

4, Misslonary Education through Speclal Programs.
The following are various ways which have been used
in presenting missions either in the worship portion of a

program, or in a complete program for youth groups.l

a. Campfire Meeting.

The group is seated in a circle in semi-darkness,
as about a campfire. The "campfire" is made of candles
which have misslonary verses typed on strips of paper

and wrapped about them. A large candle in the center,

1 Several of these methods are adaptations of ideas
presented in the Christian Educatlion of Youth course at
Wheaton College, Wheaton, Illinois,
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standing upright and lighted, represents "The Light of the
Torld". The theme of the mesting is taken from Amos 4:11,
"Ye are as firebrands plucked out of the burning." At the
appropriate time each takes his turn and goes to the camp-
fire, takes out a candle, reads the message, lights his

candle from the large one, and returns to his seat.

b. Leaderless lNeeting.

Another method which has been used in presenting
missions is the leaderless meeting. The program committee
types out each part of the program on individual slips of
paver: flor example, "As soon as the secénd song has been
sunhg, stand and read the following Scripture, Isalah 6:
1-13." These slips of paper are given to the various mem-
bers as they come in., Of course, discretion must be used
in handing out assignments in order to make the meeting
run smoothly. For the messages, various Bible characters
are chosen, such as Jonah, Philip, and Paul, and each per-
son participating is asked to discuss how the particular

character whose name he was given did missionary work.,

¢. Editor-Reporter Meeting.
Those taking part on this programvsitvaround a
table with the leader, as editor, at the head. This is
a "check-up" meeting, in which the editor is asking the

Ié
various reporters for a resume of the assignments upon
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which he has sent them. In turn, the reporters cover in-
dividual fields or countries, describing the stations,

the type of work earried on, and various items of interest
concerning both the religious and secular life. The edi-
tor interrupts occasionally with pertinent questions in

order to keep the listeners' interest.

d. Aboard the Gripsholm.

The Gripsholm is a passenger ship upon which misg-
sionaries are returning to thelr various fields. The in-
formal meeting takes place on board deck, with missionar-
ies from all the corners of the world joining the group
from time to time. The conversation may start between a
mizsionary and a non-missionary, with the former explain-
ing why he is going abroad as a missionary. This will
bring out the purpose of missions. Other missionaries
joining the group discussion can give some of their exper-
iences and explain the work being done to show how this

purpose 1s carried out.

e. Around-the-World Radio Network.

The setting is a living room with a radio in
front of some screeﬁs which hide the participants. The
leader for the evening and his friend tune in just in
time to hear the last few sentences of a news broadcast,

which has been prepared to be up-to-date, The announcer
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then tells of the around-the-world broadcast which is to
follow. In turn he "calls in" the various outpost mission-
ary stations to glve a description and report of the work,
The outpost reporters should add little notes about the
intense heat, mosquitoes, the time of day, and various
other minor points to add local color and to give the

sound of authenticity.

f. Debate.

If the young people's group contains some indivi-
duals who are capable in this fileld, debates on missionary
topics can be carried on to a great advantage. The topic
should be chosen at least two weeks 1in advance. Some of
the topics might be: Resolved--Christ's messages'involved
missions; Resolved--The missionary program has accomplish-
ed its purpose; Resolved--Youth's greatest challenge is
missions. Those in the audience are the judges, and no
decision is gilven in the meeting.

Each of the methods of misslonary educatlion des-
cribed above keep the church's program of missionary edu-
cation for youth on an active and up-to-date basis, which
is essential for a sucgessful program of missionary inter-

est among such a group.

D. Summary

In this chapter, a survey was made of the contri-
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butions of some major denominations and movements for the
missionary education of youth. In the realm of organiza-
tion, the plan tovintegrate the missionary education of
youth with the total Youth Fellowship Program and with
the total missionary education program of the local church
in the Northern Baptist Convention was presented as the
i1deal plan. The plan'of the Southern Baptist Convention
to organize special groups for the missionary education
of youth such as the Royal Ambassadors and the Girls'
Auxiliary, was presented as an alternate plan, and was
also shown to be effective as far as results are con-
cerned.

Contributions in methods which have enriched the
mlssionary education program for youth in several denomi-
nations and movements were described. In the realm of
reading, the Northern Baptist plan of Reading Around the
World and the contribution of missionary books by the Mis-
slonary Education Movement,were described., In the realm
of missionary study, the graded materials published by
the Misslonary Education Movement, which are centered in
an annual theme, were set forth as a great aid in sup-
plementing denominational materials when presenting mis-
sions. The Friendship Frontiers of the Presbyterian
Church and the Adventure in Friendship 6f the Northern

Baptist Convention were analyzed and found to be very
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worthwhile contributions in the realm of projects. Several
types of missionary programs suggested by various‘denomi—
nations and movements were also presented to show differ-
ent possibilities that can be used in keeping the topic

of missions vital for youth.
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CHAPTER IV
A SUGGESTED PROGRAM

FOR THE MISSTONARY EDUCATION OF YOUTH
IN THE GENERAL CONFERENCE MENNONITE CHURCHES

A, Introduction

In the first chapter, the criteria for the mis-
sionary education of youth were discussed, and it was ob-
served that it is the aim of missionary education, as an
integral part of Christian education, to meet some of the
needs of youth. In the second chapter, the survey of the
present program of the missionary educstion of youth in
the General Conferende Mennonite Churches revealed that
most of the churches are sctive in a genefal program which
reaches youth, but that little is being done specifically
for youth. The contributions of various denominations and
movements in this realm of specific education for youth
were analyzed in chapter three.

‘It is the purpose of this chapter to use the find-
ings of the previous chapters as bases for a suggested
program for the specific missionary education of youth in
the General Conference Mennonite Churches. This program
will be presented in four parts: aims, organization,

materials, and methods.

=78
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The purpose of presenting this program is to offer
suggestions which can be adapted by the local churches and
by the natlional agencies which are responsible for the
missionary education of youth. These suggestions are not
expected to be accepted and édopted without changes, for
even from an educational standpoint, this would be unwise.
But these suggestions are offered to be of assistance to
those groups which, after they have surveyed the specific
needs Which they have to meet, plan to build a progrém for

their own work.

B, The Aims of the Missionary Education of Youth

The aims of the program for the missionary educa-
tion of Mennonite youth are basically the same as those
set forth in chapter one, for the needs of Memmonite youth
are similar to those of other youth. However, it 1s true
that some aims need to be emphasized more than others be-
cauge of -a present lack of emphasis upon them in the Men-
nonite churches. For example, under the first alm of
provision of information, there 1s a necessity to stress
the history of missions and the lives of great missionar-
ies of all denominations, rather than merely contemporary
Mennonlte missionary interests. Under the second aim of

the creation of right attitudes toward missions, the im-
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portance of missions as an integral part of the youth pro-
gram needs to be stressed. Mennonite churches will see

in the third aim, the provision of activities which con-
tribuﬁe to missionary interest, the need of utilizing a
wide variety of activities Dbeslde merely giving to and
praying for missions. The extensiveness of the program
for the local church depends upon the needs of the church.
In some church situations the need for worthwhile recrea-~
tion for youth 1s not being met. In order to conserve
time and effort for youth and fheir leaders, recreation
can well become a part of the missionary program. The
Missionary Education Movement publishes materials on
recreation that will fit in with the study program of the
year and will serve the dual purpose of offering recrea-

tion and providing information concerning missions.?!

C. Organization for the Missionary Education of Youth

There are three steps which must’ be taken in order
to improve an existing organizational program: a survey
of the situation, a comparison with the ideal, and the

formation of a tentative modified program.

1. A Survey of the Situation.

1 ¢f. ante, p. 68.
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The first step in organizing for a new program is
to survey the present situation. According to the answers
to the questionnaires, there were very few Mennonlte
churches which 1indicated that their youth were adequately
informed about or vitally interested in'missions. Yet in
most of the churches there are several different organiza-
tions which are carrying on some type of missionary edu-
cation among youth. The Sunday school departments aF
times open the sessions with miésionary worship services,
and occasionally a missionary lesson 1s included among
other lessons in the youth classes. The Christian Endea-
vor Society, which the youth attend, also tries to include
missions in its program. The Womanfs VMissionary Soclety
sponsors an Intermediate Mission Band and offers its pro-
gram for the glrls of the church. As a result of these
unplanned and un-co-ordinated programs, there is an over-
lapping and a consequent wasting of effort. Some of the
youth of the church get & great deal of instruction on
misslons, while others get very little. The organization
of a Woman's Missionary Soclety and an Intermediate Mis=-
sion Band for girls implies that missions are not an in-
tegral part of the youth program, or at least the mission
program is primsrily for girls and women. This is the
gsituation as it exists in most of the General Conference

Mennonite Churches today.
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2. A Comparison with the Ideal.

The ideal in organlzation, as presented in a de-
seription of the Baptist Youth Fellowship in dhapter three,
is the formation of a single, unified organization of all
the ybung people of the church. Several committees are
appointed to carry out the entire youth program for both
weekdays and Sundays, one of which 1s the missionary com-
mittee. To help this committee in 1ts responsibility of
déveloping a single, well-rounded program of missionary
education as an integral part of the youth program of the
church, an adult adviser is appointed. The appointment is
made by the church Woman's Missionary Society iIn consul-
tation with the young people's executive committee, and 1is
approved by the Board of Education. A great part of the
problem of interesting youth in missions is solved when
missionary education is thus given its rightful place as

an integral part of Christian education.

3. A Suggested Organizational Plan.

While the above method of organizing is the ideal
and should be kept in mind by those planning youth pro-
grams, because of the lack of the integrafion of organiza-
tional activities in most Mennonite churches, it is ad-
visable first to take an intermediate step. An inter-

mediate organizational plan will be presented in which



33 -

new groups are formed to be used for missionary education,
while the existing groups are organized to do their part.
a., Organization for Misslonary Education within the

Existing Youth Groups.

1) Christian Endeavor.

If the Christian Endeavor attended by youth does
not have a missionary commlittee, one should be appointed
by the executlive committee. This mlssionary committee
will vary in size according to the gize and ability of
the group. It is the responsibility of this committee to
plan and carry out the missionary education of the group
'through special programs and appropriate methods.

2) Young People's Department of the Sunday School.

In those Mennonlte churches which have a large
enough attendance at Sunday school to have a young people's
department, missionary education is chiefly the responsi-
bility of the department superintendent and the teachers.
No extra organization is needed if they faithfully carry
out their responsibilities. It is the responsibility of
the superintendent to provide missionary speakers from
time to time, and to plan missionary worship services at the
proper occaslions. The teachers' opportunities come not
only in the teaching of missionary lessons, but in using
missionary illustrations, drawing missionary implications,

and treating the themes of the Bible in broad enough



terms to include missions.

3) Intermediate Mission Band,

The Intermediate Missgslon Bands are the missionary
education auxiliaries of the Woman's Missionary Socleties
for girls of junior high and high school ages. One or
more adult supervisors are appointed to help plan the
meetings and activities. 1In most cases these adult advi-
sers have done most of the planning and the officers have
been officers In name more than in function. The programs
vary in local church‘éituations, but they generally con-
sigst of bi-monthly meetings at which time missionaries
speak, sewing for missions is done, and, in some churches,
a study of missions is presented.

It is suggested that the age grouping be kept as
it now is, for most Mennonite churches do not have enough
young people to divide into junior high and high school
groups. However, the program of the Intermediate Mission
Band should be broadened to become similar to that of the
Southern Baptist Convention, described in the previous
chapter.l The Literature Committee of the national Wo-
man's Missionary Association should publish a manual de-
scribing an ideal Intermediate Misslon Band, which can be
used as a pattern for the local churches,

* L * . L ©

1 Cf, ante, pp. 58-61.
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The responsibility of the meetings should be
shifted to the members, and activities for the girls
should be increased to meet the needs that are not being
met by other youth groups.

It is recommended that the Intermediate Mission
Band adopt a plan of progression in rating similar to that
of the Southern Baptist Girls' Auxiliary.l This system
will challenge the girls to make use of their enlarged in-
tellectual capacities by offering them goals to be achieved.
It a2lso will be an aid in maintéining interest in missions
between meetings of the organization. A suggested set of
minimum regquirements to advance one step include: memo-
rizing of certain Bible passages; brief statement of Men-
nonite belliefs; knowledge of ten contemporary misslonaries,
thelir fields, and the nature of thelr work; and the read-
ing of two misslonary books. -

b. The Formation of a Boys!' Organization for Mission-
ary Educatlon.

The reason that many boyzs have been indifferent to
missions is that when missionary socleties have been form-~
ed, they have been for girls and women. Only two Mennonite
churches reported that they have missidnary gocleties for
boys. For this reason it is suggested that the national

[} . - . e L

1 ¢cr. ante, pp. 59-60.
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Woman's Misslonary Society Literature Committee also pre-
pare a manual for a boys' missionary soclety, similar to
that of the Royval Admbassadors of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention, as described in the pfevious chapter.l This

group should exist in the local churches for boys and young
men of junior high and high school ages. The purpose of
this organization should be the development of thelr
Christian character as well as for migsslonary education.

In churches where no other organization furnishes super-
vised recreation, this may well be one of the aims of the
organization. Many churches have returned Civiliaﬁ Public
Service men in thelr congregations who are well qualified
to lead in handicraft during periods of recreation. Other
aims for this organization should be: Bible study, mission
study, prayer, stewardship, and service,.

Although the'Woman's Missionary Socliety is the
only group qualified to sponsor the boys' missionary or-
ganization on a national scale, it is advisable that,
wherever possible in the local church, the Men's Brother-
hood be responsible for its formation. This will aid in
the refuting of the idea that missions are primarily the
concern of women., |

The officers of the organization and the committees

. . - . . .

1 ¢r. ante, pp. 61-63.
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chosen should be permitted to do much of the planning of
activities, under the supervision of a man chosen by the
Men's Brotherhood or the Woman's Missionary Society to act
as their adviser.

It is suggested that a ranking system similar to
that suggeéted for the girls also be adopted for this or-
ganization. The names of the various ratings should be in
compliance with the name chosen for the organization, which
might well be "Christian Ambassadors",

There should be a 1arge‘amount of flexibility in
the national programs for both the boys and the girls, so
that it éan be adapted to meet the needs of the local
church. For the sake of the high school age youth, there
should be.an occasional joint méeting of the boys' and
girls' groups, for during this age the natural social
groupings change from boys' gangs and girls' cliques to
mixed groups. However, to carry out such projects as sew-
ing for missions and certaln types of manual work, it will

be necessary to maintain group distinction.

c.- The Formation of a Mission Planning Council.
In order to avoid overlapping, duplicating, and
competing activities by these various groups, a youth
mission planning council should be formed. This council

should be composed of the superintendent of the youth
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department of the Sunday school or the general Sunday
gchool superintendent, the chairman of the missionary com-
mittee or the president of the Christian Endeavor Soclety,
the presidents of the boys' and girls' missionary organi-
zations and their adult advisers, and the pastor.

This council should meet under the leadership of
the pastor before the begimning of the church year for two
primary purposes: first, each member should understand
the missionary programs of each of the groups represented,
and thus avoid‘excessive overlapping; and second, the
council should plan in such a way that the aims of mis~
siénary education are accomplished by some organization
represented., It is thus the duty of each leader to go
back to his individual organizatiqn to carry out his part'
‘of the total program. This meeting should be followed by
brief monthly meetings set aside to evaluate the total

progress made by the organization.

D. Materials for the Missionary Education of Youth

Nearly all the publication of missionary education
materials for the General Conference Mennonite Churches
has been done under the sponsorship of the Woman's Mis-
sionary Soclety. But these materials have been far too

few for an adequate program of general misgssionary educa-
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tion, and hardly any materials have been published for
youth. The reason for this is that for the first sixty
years of the existence of the organization, the primary
objective was to sew and collect money for missions and
relief. In 1926, the Literature Committee was formed to
prepare missionary literature for the churches. However,
even with the organizatlion of Junior and Intermediate Migs-
sion Bands as auxiliaries in 1935, most of the literature
published has been for adults. Some of the materials that
have been published specifically for youth are small maps
of the Mennonite mission fields and some plays to be
dramatized by young people..
1. Greater Use of the Misslonary Education Movement

Materials.

It is recommended that the Woman's Misslonary

Society become officially affiliéted with the Missionary
Education Movement. Several of their publications have
been advertised by the Woman's Missionary Society in the

Missionary News and Notes and have been used by a few of

the local socleties and their auxiliaries.

Only a small fee 1s required of any organization
which jolns the movement, and the resulting advantages are
manifold. DMembership gives the opportunity for the church
to aild in planning for future annual themes and literature;

the denominational group receives manuscript copies of



-90-

all materlals previous to their publication, so that the
denominational program can be co-ordinated with the Mis-
sionary Education lMovement program for the year; photo-
graphs, review cbpies of books, and publicity materials

are sent to the editors of the denominatiénal missionary
mégazines; and a forty per cent discount 1is given on books,
maps, and other materials to be used by the national and
district leaders.

Because the Woman's Missionary Soclety has not
been able to publish sufficien®t materlals for the mission-
ary education of youth, it is proposed that, having be-
come a member of this movement, the national soclety set
up a program for yoﬁth with the Missionary Education love-
ment reading and study materials. These can be supple-
mented by Mennonite materials written on the same general

theme.

2. Publication of Youth Missionary Kits,.

The Woman's Misslonary Society should publish kits
contalining denominational materials to supplement the
Missionary Education Movement materials for the year., For
example, the theme for 1946-1947 is India. The materials
published by the Missionary Educatlion Movement deal chief-
ly with the material, social, and religious needs and pro-

blems of modern India. The kits should contain materials
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to show what has and is being done by Mennonite misslons

to meet these needs and problems.

a. The Leader's Kit.

A special kit should be published to aid the presi-
dent or leader of a youth group. A recommended list of
materials for this kit follows:

1) A large blueprint map of the Mennonite field
in India to supplement a large Missionary Education MNove-
ment map, indlcating the population, villages, main mis-
gion stations, and the type of work carried on at each
station. Such a map has been published by the Woman's
Missionary Soclety.

2) A proposed plan for the reading program of the
vear and ideas as to how such a plan maf effectively be
carried out,

3) Short plays about India. A few are available
at present through the national Literature Committee of the
Woman's Missilonary Socilety.

4) Plans to be used for worship services on
missions.

5) Suggestions for staking claims in Mennonite

Frontiers.l

1 ¢r. post, pp. 96-97.
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6) Recommended program topics and aids on the
general topic of misslons. For example: Bible Basis for

Missions, History of Missions, or Lives of Great Mission-

aries,

b. The Member's Kit.

A member's kit should be published that can be
used with the Missionary Edﬁcation Movement materials and
the leadert!s kit. The materials should be printed attrac-
tively in various colors and written with a definite ap~-
peal for youth; A suggested list of materials for this
kit follows: |

1) A small map of India similar to the large
blueprint map in the leader's kit.

2) A pamphlet for each station on the Indian
Field. It should indicate the origin and growth of the
station and the present work; It should contain inter-
esting picﬁures, including a group picture of the mission-
aries working at the station.

3) A prayer list of the needs of India.

The Missionary Education Movement materials and
the klts are td be used by either the Christian Endeavor
Societies or the spécial missionary groups for youth.

%2. Publication of Intermediate Mission Band and Christian
“Ambasgsador Manuals.



Sufficient manuals for the special missionary
groups for youth should be printed, that each member may
have one. They should contain such ltems as purpose,
ideals, officers, comittees, rating system, and possible
activities.

4, ’Expansion of Youth Section of the Missionary News and
Notes.

It is suggested that the section in the Missionary

News and Notes now set aside for the Jurior and Inter-~

mediate Mission Bands be expanded to include all youth.
It is also suggested that rather than merely contalning
missionary stories, it include suggestions for carrying
on the missionary educatlon program for the youth depart-
ment of the Sunday school, the Christian Endeavor Society,
and the special youth mlissionary organizations. This
section should also enable youﬁh to keep in contact with
.the latest developments of Mennonite Frontiers in which
they have staked theilr claiﬁs and with the missionary ac-
ivities of the Young People's Union of the Genzral Con-

ference.

&

E. Methods for the NMissionary Education of Youth

Several suggestions have been set forth for making

more materials avallable for the missionary education of
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¥Mennonite youth. It 1s the purpose of this section to

recommend methods for the effective use of those materials.,

1. Missionary Education through Reading.

Youth is the age in which reading interests gfow
very rapidly. They enjoy reading stories of herolc adven-
ture, of interesting travel, and dramatic biography. Boys
like men of action and courage, and girls admire women who
are able to accomplish things even when under great diffi-
culty. To meet these needs, an adequate reading program
should be presented.

It is suggested that a reading contest, similar
to the Read Around the World project of the Northern Bap-
tist Convention be used in the youth organization.l The
books to be used for this contest generally should be con-
cerning the mission field used as the theme for the year.
The Woman's Missionary Soclety may be approached to buy
the books, and following the contest they may be used to
replenish tke Sunday school or church library.

Each group is advised to form its own list of
rules for the contest, and to use all the avallable methods
for making the ?roject interesting. The contest might be

introduced by having some of the members give short sketches

1 Cf. ante, pp. 65-66,
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of a few of the books. They could wear sandwich boards of
enlarged covers of the book they are reviewing. One of
the members of the missionary commlittee should make a wall
" poster on which the progress in the contest can be chart-
ed. One precaution must be taken in sponsoring such a
contest. Emphasis should be placed upon reading for the
purpose of acquiring knowledge and right attitudes, rather

than for the sake of merely winning the contest.

2. Missionary Educatlon through Study.

A planned.study can be one of the most effective
means of providing information and right attitudes con-
cerning missions. It 1s suggested that either the Chris-
tian Endeavor or the youth organizations created especially
for missionary educatlion take up the annual studies planned
by the Misslonary Education Movement. The study ma-
terials provided by the movement should be supplemented
by the denominational kits described in the previous
section.l
Study materlals should be obtained for each mem-
ber of the group, or else members will merely take turns

in "reviewing the chapter", and the benefits of an actual

mission-study will be lost.

1 ¢cf. ante, pp. 91-92.
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%, Missionary Education through Projects.

a. lMennonite Frontiers.

In recent years, the Young People's Union of the
General Conference and some distridt Young People's Unions,
composed of the Christian Endeavor Societies of the local
churches, have undertaken some major missionary projects.
It is suggested that the idea of youth sponszoring specific
missionary work be expanded into a project called "Mennon-
ite Frontiers". The idea of staking claims can be carried
out as it is in the Friendshlp Frontiers of the Presbyter-
fan Church.' Each Mennonite mission station will then be
a Frontier. For every ten dollars that a youth group
gives toward the support of misslons, the opportunity to
stake a claim in a Frontier of their cholce will be glven,
The Woman's Missionary Society should be responsible for
distributing at least two nmimeographed letters a year from
the missionaries on the Frontier for those who stake claims.
Articles and pictures concerning various Frontiers should

‘appear in the Missionary News and Notes and the youth sec-

tion of The Mennonlite.

The purpose of Mennonite Frontiers would be to

personalize missions and to make giving an intelligent,

1 ¢f. ante, pp. 69-70.
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self-directed act of the givers, rather than merely an act
resulting from a sense of church loyalty. Too often inter-
est in missions has been awakened without providing a con-
crete means of expression. MNennonite Frontiers would help
to overcome this present weakness.

However, there are inherent dangers in such a plan.
It may be the basis of one-sided missionary interest, for
some fields and mission activities have more dramatic ap-
peal than others. Also, it adds to the task of the trea-
surers of the mission boards. However, these difficulties
éan be met by combining several representative activities
that appeal to youth into one Frontier., To facilitate
budget problems, the stipulation can be made that when the
7quota for one Frontler is filled, the money sent to the
mission board will be used for a similar type of work in

"another Frontier.

b. Letter-writing Project.

One of the aims of missionary education is to cul-
tivate an understanding sympathy with the peoples of the
world. Since firsthand contacts are not available to youth,
it gs suggested that the youth group write to various mis-
sionaries on the Mennonite mission flelds, tell them of the
organization's project, and ask for a 1list of names of

native Christian young people with whom various individuals
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can correspond in English. The letter-writing project
should be of mutual aid in understanding the needs and
problems of peoples all over the world. From time to
time, interesting parts of the letters should be read for

the benefit of the rest of the youth group.

4, Missionary Education through Visual Materials.

It was observed in chapter two that the Mennonlte
churches are not avalling themselves fully of the oppor-
tunities of missionary edﬁcation through visual materials.l
It is suggested that youth groups take the initiative and
ask permission to place a world map and maps of denomina-
tional mission fields in appropriate places in the church.

If youth are given a gspecial room for their organi-
zational activities, it is a good plan to have the mission
committee of the Christian Endeavor Society responsible for
vlacing a missionary bulletin board in a strategic location
in the room. The materials on this board should be changed
often enough to maintain the interest of the young people,
using such objects as posters made by youth, pictures of
missionaries, letters concerning lMennonite Frontiers, and
various materials available from the Missionary Education
Movement.

Other visual materials, such as XKodachrome slides

. . . » . .

1l ¢cr, ante, pp. 38-39.
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and missionary movies, should also be used at times apart
from the visits of missionaries, as the occasion demands.
It is possible to rent these from various denominational

headquarters and from the Missionary Education Movement.

5, Missionary Education through Special Programs.

Much can be done’to meintain interest in missions
by presenting & variety of special programs. In chapter
three, many examples of possible types of programs wére
given.l Mention of two other possible types of programs

will be made here.

a., Plays.

The use of plays has often been avoided because of
the time involved in memorizing lines. A method in meet-
ing this difficulty is to present the play behind screens
which hide the participants. A narrator can give the
setting and necessary explanations that resulﬁ from this
set up. The Woman's Missionary Socilety publishes a few
excellent plays of true life in India, and other interest?
ing plays are available from the Missionary Education Move-
ment.

At least once a year, perhaps at the time of the
missionary conference or the School of Missions, the young

* . L - . *

1 ¢of. ante, pp. 71-74.
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people's misslonary organlzation could produce one of

these plays in coétume for the entire church.

b. Outdoor Meetings.

A type of outdoor meeting is described here because
of the effectiveness of its presentation by an Intermediate
Mission Band of one of the local churches. %With the aid of
a visiting misslonary, the Mennonite mission fileld in India
was marked out in replica in the local park, with large
signs nalled to trees, giving the names of the staﬁions.
The group was divided so there were four or five girls at
each station to represent the missionaries who are working
there. A young qouple from the church played the part of
new missionaries visiting the fleld for the first time.

As they went from station to station, the glrls welcomed
them and gave the important information concerning theilr
respectlve stations. Thls type of presentation was reported
to be much more effective than a mere study of the facts

involved.

F. Summary

In this chapter, the findings of the previous
chapters were used as bases in suggesting a broadened
program for the specific missionary education of youth in

the General Conference Mennonite Churches. The suggested
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program was presented in four parts: aims, organization,
materials, and methods.

The aims presented were similar to those in chapter
one: the provision of information concerning missions, the
creation of right attitudes toward missions, and the provi-
sion of activities which contribute to misslonary interqét.
Several adaptations of these aims for Mennonite churches
were given{

In the realm of organization, the integrated plan
used by the Baptist Youth Fellowship of the Northern Bap-
tist Convention was presented ag the ideal to keep in mind
when organizing. However, since most Mennonite churches
would not immedlately accept such a plan, the organization
of additional missionary cducation groups, such as the
Royal Ambassédors and the Girls' Guild of the Southern
Baptist Convention, was suggested. It was also recommend-
ed that a mission planning council be organized to prevent
overlapping, duplicating, and competing actlivities by the
various groups planning programs for youth.

In order to provide adequate materials for the
program of the missionary education of youth, 1t was
recommended that the Woman's Missionary Soclety become of-
ficially affiliated with the Missionary Education Movement
and p}an to use their graded materials for youth. It was

suggested that supplementary materials in the form of
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leaders! kits and members! kits be published for the Inter-
médiate Mission Band and the proposed Christian Ambassadors,
It was also advised that the youth section of the Missionary

News and Notes be expanded to contain aids for the wvarious

youth organizations'presenting migsions in their total pro-

grams.
The methods recommended to make the misslonary
education program more e¢ffective were: reading, studying,
working out projects, using visual materials, and planning
special programs. Most of these methods were described in
chapter three as they are being used at present by other
organizations, but they were adapted in this chapter for

use by Mennonite churches.
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CHAPTER V

SUMMARY

In the introduction, the importance for planning
a program of the missionary education of youth as an in-
tegral part of the total Christian educational program of
the church was indicated. It was the purpose of this
study to survey what is beling done in this realm in the
General Conference Mennonite Churches and to suggest a
program which will make the missionary education of youth
more effective.

First, in order to evaluate the present program
and to recommend a more adeguate one, the criteria for the
missionary education of youth were studied. The nature
and needs of youth were classified in four categories:
physical, social, intellectual, and religious. The aims
of missionary education of youth formed in the light of
their nature and needs were presented under thfee classi~
ficatlions: the provision of information concerning mis-
sions, the creation of right attitudes toward the mission-
ary enterprise, and the provision of activities which
contribute to missionary interest. These alms were shown
to be helpful in aiding the total program of Christian

education to meet the needs of youth.
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In the second chapter, the historical background
of General Conference Mennonite missions and misgsionary
education was surveyed, and 1t was revealed that for many
years interest in these realms remained dormant because
of oppression and the denominational policy of isolation.
Eventually missionary interest was awakened through the
efforts of missionary-minded individuals who held stra-
tegic positions within the’denomination. However, it
was observed that with the rising interest in missions
there was not a corresponding rise of missionary educa-
1tion, especially for youth. The present miSsionary edu-
cation of youth was presented as based upon a question-
naire sent to all the pastors of the local churches. It
was observed that youth were being reached by some general
missionary education but that there is very little mis-

- slonary education planned specifically for them.

The contributions in the specific missionary edu-
catlon of youth as presented by some major denominations
and movements were studied in chapter three. The plan
of organization of the Northern Baptist Convention to
integrate the missionary education of youth with the total
Youth Fellowship program and with the total missionary
education program of the local church was presented as
the ideal. The Southern Baptist Convention plan to or-

ganize special youth groups for the missionary education
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of youth in additlon to emphasizing missions in the ex-
isting organizations was also shown to be effective.
Contributions of methods were presented in the realms of
reading, study, projects, and special types of misslionary
programs.

Using the findings of the previous chapters as
bases, a program for the missionary education of youth
in the General Conference Mennonite Churches was present-
ed in chapter four in four parts: aims, organization,
materials, and methods. Some aims which needed speclal
emphasis in Mennonite churches were noted. It was re-
commended that the churches keep the ideal organizational
plan of the Northern Baptist Convention in mind as they
reorganize for a more effective program., However, since
most churches are not prepared for such a radical step
in organizing at the present time, 1t was suggested that
the Southern Baptist plan of organizing special mission=-
ary groups, sponsored by the Woman's Missionary Society,
be used as an intermediate step in reaching the ideal.

Several methods used by other denominations also
were adapted for the Mennonite churches in this chapter.
They included missionary education through reading,
study, projects, visual materials, and special programs.

In the light of this study, i1t is evident that
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the General Conference Mennonite Churches have avallable
to them the means of challenging their youth with a more
effective programkof missionary education whicﬁ will not
only result in greater outreach abroad, but will strength-

en the church at home.
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APPENDIX A

MISSTIONARY EDUCATION QUESTIONNAIRE

Dear Pastor,

In the interests of the General (Conference Foreign
Misgion Board and because of my own interest as a mission-
ary candidate, a survey is belng made of the missionary
education in the General Conference Mennonite Churches.

Most of the questions can be answered by merely
checking (x), or by filling in a word or a number (your
estimate). However, if you have any unusual methods at
work in your church you may describe them on the back of
this questionnalre. Your promptness in replying within
two weeks will be greatly appreciated.

In speaking of "missions", both home and foreign
missions are meant. "Youth" includes all those between
the ages of twelve and twenty-three. It will be best to
glance over the whole questionnaire before answering any
of the questions.

Sincerely yours, in Him,

I. General:

1. Approximately how many youth (12-23) are there in

your church? How many boys? 3 girls __ 2
How many boys and girls ages 12-14 15-17
18-23 ?

2. Are the names of the General Conference missionar-

ies posted anywhere in your church? Where?
. Do you have a globe or

a map of the world in your church? . If
so, what do you have on it? Pictures of mission-
aries from our conference ( ); those from your
church or town ( ); tacks representing mission
stations ( ), missionaries ( ).

3. Do you have any kind of an exhibit of articles
from mission fields anywhere in your church? .

4, Have you ever had slides or moving plctures of
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ITT.

Iv.

10.
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missionary work shown in your church? .
Underline in which of these missionaries have spo-
ken: church services, Sunday school, Young Peo-
ple's Society, Summer Bible School, Woman's Mis-
sionary Socileties, .
Have you ever held a missionary conference in
your church?

How many of your congregation take the Missionary
News and Notes? . Is it on your
magazine rack in church? .

Is your interior bulletin board used for mission-
ary purposes?
Is your youth group accustomed to remembering spe-~
cific needs of missionaries at your prayer meet-

ings?
Do you have a missionary committee organized in
your church? .

Church Services:

1.
2
Se
4.

S.

Do you often use misslonary illustrations in your
sermons? .

How many messages a year do you bring on sone
phase of missions? .

Do you read parts of missionary letters from the
pulpit?

Is any Sunday set Z51ide as "missionary Sunday"?

How often are offerings taken at these services
for elther home or foreign missiong? .

Sunday School:s

1.
2.

3.
4.

Does your Sunday school help support any mission-

ary?

Do the youth classes (12-25) take special offer-
ings for missionary causes? ; for
special missionaries? .

Do you have missionary lessons in these youth
classes? . How often? .
Do any youth classes make missionary posters,
charts, or scrapbooks? .

Young Peoplet's Meetings:

1.

2.

Underline into what age groups your Christlan En-
deavor or your young people's is divided: Junior,
Intermediate, Young People, Senior, General.

Do the groups which the 12-23 year old youth at-
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VII.

VIII,

-119~

tend ever have any phase of missions as a topic?

. About how often? R

3. Do your youth attend the district Mennonite re-

treats? . Undenominational retreats?

. How many of your group? .
Check which 18 true of the young people who at-
tended: They have received information concerning
missions ( ). They have received a vision of the
unevangelized at home and abroad ( ). They have
volunteered for full-time work on some mission
field ( ). They were influenced primarily by a
class on missions {( ), a missionary speaker { ),

and
4. Do you have young people's meetings other than the
regular services? . What kind? .

Ever any special missionary emphasis in them?

Summer Bible School:

1. How many of your 12-14 year-olds attend the summer
Bible school?
2. Do the 12-14 year-clds study any phase of missions?

Missionary Societies:

1. Do you have a Woman's Missionary Soclety?
How often do these women give a program in church?

2. Do you have a missionary soclety fo for the girls of
the church? . Underline for what
ages: General, Junior, Intermediate, Senior,

3. Do any of these groups ever act out missionary
stories?® .

4. Do you have any missionary group for the boys?

Church Library:

1. Do you have a church or Sunday school library?

2. About how many missionary books are included?

3. Approximately how many calls a year are made for
these? .

Service Activities:

1. In what phase of relief work have your youth taken
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2.
S

- Under whose auspices?
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interest? Heifers for relief ( ), canning ( ),

tithing wheat ( ), other .
Have any from your local church gone to other '
countries for relief work? .
Does your youth group ever sing at the homes of

the sick, at hospitals, and jails? .
Is personal work done at these places? .
Does the group hold street meetings? .

Do your young people take part in any 1nterdenomi—
national activities that have missions as the pri-
mary interest?
How many from your congregation have become elther
home or foreign missionaries? .
How many youth do you now have that are planning

to go? . What was the greatest influ-

ence in their decision? .

What form of missionary education do you think is most
effective in your church? (Use remainder of space)

Name of Pastor
Name of Church

Address of Church
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RESULTS OF
MISSIONARY EDUCATION QUESTIONNAIRE

I. General:

1.

Total number of youth in the churches which re-
ported--4,187. Boys--2,102. Girls--2,085,
Number of boys and girls between 12-14--1,069,
Number of youth between 15-17--984, Number of
youth between 18-23--1,362.

Fourteen pastors failed to divide the youth into
the three age groups given above,.

Names of the General Conference missionaries post-
ed: Yes--10 No--60 Occasionally--12

BRlank--4

Where? Front 6f the church, bulletin board in
vestibule, in the weekly bulletin.

Globe or map of the world in the church: Yes--8
No--71 Blank--%7

What is on the map? Missionaries' pictures in our

conference~-1 Missionaries' pictures from the
church or town--1 Tacks representing the mis-
sion stations--1 Tacks representing the mission-
aries--2

Any kind of an exhibit of articles from mission
fields: Yes--15 No--68 Blank--3

Slides or moving plctures of missionary work shown
in the church: Yes--83 No--2 Blank--1

Missionaries speak in the following groups:

church services of 81 churches; Sunday school of
49 churches; young people's groups of 53 churches;
summer Bible school of 20 churches; Woman's Mis-
sionary Societies of 64 of the churches; and at
special meetings of 4 of the churches.

Missionary conference ever held in the church:
Yes--21 No--60 Blank--5
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Number in congregation taking Missionary News and
Notes: 3 churches reported that none of thelr mem-
bers read the magazine. 28 churches reported that
all of thelr families take it. 3 churches give the
magazine out at the doors after services.

Migssionary News and Notes on the magazine rack:
Yes--~18 No=--57 Blank~-8 Given at door--3

Interior bulletin board used for mlssionary pur-
poses: Yes--38 No--29 Occasionally-~12
Blank--7

Is the youth group accustomed to remembering spe-
cific needs of missionaries? Yeg--45 No--26
Blank--15

Missionary committee in the church: Yes--17
No--57 Blank--~10 2 churches reported that
each auxiliary of the church had a missionary com-
mittee.

Church Services:

1.

Missionary illustrations used in the sermons:
Yes--39 Frequently--7 Occasionally--30
No~--1 Blank--9

How many messages a year given on some phase of
missions? Most pastors reported giving from two
to eight messages a year. Many reported that
they had no record or that each year the number
varied.

Read parts of missionary letters from the pulpit:
Yes --54 No--24 Blank--8 '

Any Sunday set aside as "Missionary Sunday":
Yes--45 No=-30 Blank--11

How often are offerings taken at these services
for missions?

Once a month--31 Urged to give every Sunday--7
Only on special occasions--9 Annually--3
Twice a mohth--12 Fourteen times a year--5

Two to six a year--19

Sunday School:
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Sunday school help support any missionary: Yes--
41 No--42 Blank--3

Do the youth classes take speclal offerings for
missionary causes? Yes~--45 No--29 Blank~-12

For special missionaries? Yes--32 No~-37
Blank-=-17

Missionary lessons glven in the youth Sunday school
clasgses: Yes--~39 No--21 Blank--16 Don't
Enow~-8

How often? Quarterly--9 Monthly--4 As need-
ed~-3 Only as they appear in regular Sunday
school guarterlies-~--20 Blank--50

Do any youth classes make missionary posters,
charts, or scrapbooks? Yes--12 No~--59 Do
not know--3 Blank--12

IV. Young People's Meetings:

1.

Divisions found in the young people's organizations:
44 churches reported that they have only one gener-
al Christian Endeavor; 16 churches have two socle-
tles; 22 have three soclieties; and one church has
four societies and one church reported six societ-
ies.

Do the groups which the 12-23 year-olds attend
ever have any phase of missions as a tople?
Yes ~~-57 No--11 Blank-~18

About how often? One time a quérter--l4 Sever-~
al times a year--15 Monthly--4 No set amount--
6 Do not know--6 Blank~--41

Do your youth attend the district Mennonite re-
treats? Yes-~--71 No--15

Undenominational retreats? Yeg--14 No--44
Rlank-~--28 ,

How many of your group usually attend? 640 out
of the 4,187 reported youth have attended a re-
treat or a conference.



V.

VI.

VII.

-124-

Check which 1s true of the youth who attended:
Received information concerning missions--48
Recelved a vision of the unevangelized filelds--34
Volunteered for full-time work on some field--~42

They were influenced primarily by:
A ¢lass on missions--10 Misslonary speaker--27

Do you have young people's meetings other than the
regular services? Yes--39 No-=~-33 Occasion-
ally--6 Blank--8

What kind? Social--13 Bible study--12 Pray-
er--3 Missionary meetings--2 Other--9

Ever any special missionary emphasis in them?
Yes--22 No=--3 Occasionally--11 Blank--3

Symmer Bible School:

1.

How many of your 12-14 year olds attend?
513 out of the 1,069 youth of this age who were
reported.

Do they study any phase of missions? Yes--38
No--18 Blank--32

Mlissionary Socileties:

1.

Do you have a Woman's Missionary Soclety?
Yes --84 No--2

How often do they give a program in church?
Never--17 Occasionally--~7 Quarterly--3 Blank--10
Once a year--31 Twice a year--11 Nonthly--5

Do you have a missionary soclety for the girls of
the church? Yes--31 No--53 Blank--2

Do any of these groups ever act out missionary
stories? Yes--16 No--42 Blank--28

Do you have any missionary group for the boys?
Yes~-2 No~--68 Blank--16

Church Library:
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Do you have a church or Sunday school library?
Yeg--64 No--12 .

How many missionary books? Answers showed that

most of the libraries were weak in the misslonary
section, however all libraries had a few...either
concerning missionary history or missionary blo-

graphy.

Approximately how many calls a year are made for
these missionary books?

Answers revealed that no record is kept of the use
of the books.

Service Actlvities:

1.

In what phase of relief work have your youth taken
interest? Heifers for relief--11 Canning--27
Tithing wheat--20 Giving money for relief--21
Cattle boat attendants--8 Clothing--13

Have any from your local church gone to other
countries for relief work? Yes--24 No=--54
Blank--8

Does your youth group ever sing at the homes of
the sick, at hospitals, and jails? Yes--52
No--25 Blank--9

Is personal work done at these places? Yes--15
No--28 Blank--34

Does the group hold street meetings? Yes--3
No--60 . Blank--23

Under whose ausplces? Pastor, Missionary Unicn,
Adult Christian Endeavor, Voluntary group.

Do your young people take part in any interdenomi-
national activities that have missions as the
primary interest? Yes--21 No=--47 Blank--18

How many from your congretation have become either
home or foreign missionaries?

Five churches reported over thirteen. Thirtyeseven
reported that they had sent out from one to six.
Twenty-three churches reported that none had ever
become either home or foreign missionaries; while
nineteen pastors left this question blank.
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6. How many youth do you now have that are planning to
go? Reports show that 141 youth are planmning to
go. 23 churches reported that none of their youth
had any definite plans. 17 churches left this
question blank.

What was the greatest influence in their decision?
Most pastors reported that they thought the mis-
sionary speakers had the greatest influence.: Many
said that the decisions were made at the conferences
and retreats. Other answers included:  sermons in
church, a filve-week Bible school of which missions
played a large part, the missionary interest in the
whole church, the Influence of the home, and the
example of other members of the family and church.

What form of missionary education do you think 1s most
effective in your church? (A few representative ans-
wers are glven below.)

"Returned missionaries speaking to the Sunday school
and showing pictures of their work.,"

"Good sermons given from the pulpit with missionary
11lustrations."

"Visits from our returned missionaries, good mis-
sionary pictures, and the church sponsoring projects
for the various mission fields."

"Simple preaching from the pulpit on Sunday morn-
ing."

"Frequent announcements and news notes from and
about the fields in the weekly bulletins."

"Missionaries home on furlough who can tell what
they have seen and experienced with glides or plctures
to show how conditions actually are."

"The most effective enterprise in a church to awaken
a missionary zeal 1s to have a missionary conference.
In our church I have planned on such but slince our
group is small it is rather difficult to spomnsor such
a conference."

"The presentation of the missions cause by mis-
sionaries and natives, the study of milssions iIn Christ-
ian Endeavor and mission socleties, and the presenta-
tion of the call of Christ by the pastors.”
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"We have found the missionary conferences of the
past two years to be the most effective means of mis-
sionary education."

"I am contacting missionaries on the field in India
to find for us a few sultable native evangelists to
support and I trust that personal contact with them
will arouse greater missionary interest."

"The constant use of missionary maps, a roster,
letters from the fields, and mission study will do the
job of missionary education in the church."

"The most missionary influence upon our congregation
and youth comes through the frequent visits of mission-
aries to the church, their talks and lantern slides, but
above all their Christian personalities win our hearts
for the great cause., Good literature on the subject is
also invaluable."

"We have found the Missionary Bible Conference a
good plan, in which Bible teachers present the claims
of Scripture--then the missionaries present how these
claims are worked out. Another plan is to undertake
the direct support of a missionary. Have the members
feel thelr privilege and responsibility. Also, if
possible, have the pastor visit the mission field. He
will come back with a greater vision--thls will be made
manifest in his preaching."

"T must confess that we fall short in the field of
missionary education and therefore I have no answer to
the question., Our missionary education is confined to
the pulpit, Sunday school, and the church papers."

"Through Sunday school classes or through Christian
Endeavor Socletles, placing emphasis on your own mis-
sionaries in your own mission fields, having them be-
come acquainted with the missionaries and their own
fields of work. Correspondence with some of the native
children, or with the children of the missionaries
would help greatly."

"I think the best way to create interest in missions
i8 to have missionaries tell personally of theilr exper-
jences of leading the heathen to the Lord."

"For the present I judge instruction from the pul-

pit is the most influential way of missionary education."
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"Missionaries who come from our fields and present
the needs and give out the challenge to our youth.
Also the practical work done by the young‘people, sing-
ing groups and giving missionary programs.”

"The pulpit and the Sunday school classes have been
the most successful in our congregation., Our Brother-
hood, an organization of men corresponding to the Womanls
Missionary Soclety, has done very effective work in our
group both in raising funds for the missionary cause and
in distributing literature, and giving speclal missionary
programs .

""Having missionaries speak that are good speakers
and present the positive side of the work. If they are
not overflowing with joy in the work, it 1s not easy to
get others to want to accept a life of drudgery in mis-
sion work. A School of Missions is also helpful." -

"Having a 'Missionary Sunday' every month has cer-
tainly been an aid; also, the four active mission soci-
eties under the guidance of a mlssion-minded supervisor.
Having an annual Mission Festival with missionaries and
mission board members as the speakers has helped."

"A missionary conference held in our church in
September, 1945 for one week seemed to do more for our
people than anything we have tried., We had five mis-
sionaries here for this conference and had them in all
the homes. They slept and ate with the people and we
all got better acquainted.”

"I feel that the parents of my congregation play
one of the most important parts in the missionary edu-

cation of youth."

"We feel a need in the line of missionary educa-
tion. We lack a systematic mission study program, a
systematic prayer program for missions, and also lack
regular mission offerings."

"We have no effective program. Our conference has
nothing definite to offer. Our boards should offer
something definite for the churches."

"We have an annual School of Missions six Sunday
evenings during the Epiphany season from 5:30-8:30
p. m.,, which provides study for all age groups. We
use material by the Missionary Education Movement,
supplemented by our own denominational material. The
attendance last year was from 200-400 each evening."



