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INTRODUCTION 



A GOMP AL1...4.TIVE STUDY OF REPRESENTATIVE AifiLLENNI.ALISE 
.Aim NON-DISPENSATIOl\l"AL P!.lEl{CLLENHIALISI.i 

:O.~'l'RODUGTION 

A. Subject Defined 

l. Aroillennialism 

Amiller..nialism is the school of eschatolop,ical interpretation 

which denies that there v-r.i..ll be before the final consi.unrnation a millen-

nium of one thousand years duration. Those who hold to tlri.s view are 

assured that Ghrist shall return, at vrhich time there vr.i..ll be a resur-

rection of both the just and the unjust. The universal judgment which 

foll01:vs Ghrist.' s coming -rr.i..ll be follovred b;r the _new heaven and the new 

earth v;herein etern-:tl righteousness shall drrell.l The nomenclature of 

t].-1-i s point of vi.evr is based U"90l). a spiritual, as opposed to a literal, 

interpretation of Revelation 20. _tlm:i .. llennialists hold that the millen-

niu.m of H.evelation 20 refers either to the church age or to the final 

state. 

2. Non-Dispensational Prem:i.llennialism 

All prem:i.llennialists take the millennirun. of Hevelation 20 

to be a literal period of time during v.rl:ri.ch Ghrist shall reir;n upon 

the earth su"I?sequent to the second advent and its accompan,•;"i.ng first 

resm~rection. Following tbis reign 1ri.ll be a second resurrection of 

the vr.i..cked and a f:J.nal judgment which shall usher in the eternal state. 

The premillennialism designate~ as non-d:i.sper~ational in the title of 

. . . . . . 
1. George L. Hurray, Ilillennial Stucl..i..es, pp. 87-88. 
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this study is to be distinguished from the dispensational premillen

nial view as popularized largely in the Scofield Reference Bible by 

its emphasis upon ·the dispensations in the divine plan of histor-y- and 

theories of the future fulfilLment of the seventieth ·vreek of Daniel 9. 

Non-dispensatione.l premillennialism might be called 11 historic premil

lennialism11 since it represents a development of the h..istoric premil

lennial view held by the Church through the centm~ies prior to the 

rise of_dispensationalism in the second quarter of the nineteenth 

centu_~. Though historic premillennialists differ in details,_they 

adhere to the basic definition of premillennialism given above. 

B. Subject Delimited 

It is not the purpose of this study to explore the •:rhole 

field of escha.tolog>J as it is found in the eschatological systems 

which are to be e:x:amined. The field of individual eschatology ·which 

includes physical death, the irmnortality of the soul, and the inter

mediate state cannot be discussed here. It is the area of general es

chatoloe.y vr.ith which this. thesis vr.ill concern its:elf, and even here 

there must be selectivity. The millennial aspect is seen t9 be basic 

in the very nomenclature of the systems under consideration. This 

study viill be concerned vr.ith a comparison of the tvro representative 

systewB vdth special reference to their e~fect upon the credibility 

of belief in a literal earthly millenni~m. 

An inherent limitation to the scope of the vmole field cov

ered in this study lies iJ.?. the fact that the vievrs to be considered 

are those of specific men. No attempt -vr.ill be made to synthesize 

their int~rpretations -rr.ith ·those of others holding to the same genpr

al system. Therefore, the significance of the word 11 representative 11 
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in ·the title of tH s study must be given due consideration ·when an 

attempt is W3de to evaluate its contribution. 

C. Subject Justified 

The 1-rorld-sl:1..aking events of the f'i rst half of the t;;rentieth 

century have caused both ministers and ~a;y-I:ten to become actively con-

scious of the importance of escl:1..atology-. Yet it is in this field o:f 

systematic theology that there exists a great deal of confusion and 

tension even. bet;reen groups of Christians who are warmly evangelical 

and orthodox. The dispensational premillennialists have tended to 

identify ~heir particular brand of eschatological irruerpretation vnth 

orthodox-y. 

Roland R. Viestervelt, a graduate of the Biblical Seminary in 

Nev>r York, in his degree thesisl bas examined dispensationalism in the 

light of Heru:y Alford's Greek Testament cmmnentar-y-. Alford is a lead-

ing historic premiller1nialist, and Westervelt demonstrates the sanity 

o:f Alford 1 s escbatologica+ view· as against the um~eliable interpreta

tion of dispensation.-:tlj_sm. 2 Due to the fact that dispensationalism 

dominates the present-day premillennial field, amillennial ·writers, 

vrho defend their position, do so largely by contrasting their interpre-

tations vnth the dispensationalism vrhich is so prevalent today. Thus, 

there is need for a revievr of the rel~·C,ionship between amillennial and 

historic premillennial in·:~erp:eetation. 

Justifice:t.ion :for this study is found in tl:1..at: 1) There bas 

been a revival of interest in eschatology in recent years, 2) One pre-

l. Roland R. \Testervelt, llepresentative riodern Dispensationalism stud
ied in the Light of the l'Ievr Testament Cor:m1entar;-y- of Henr:v 1Uforcl, 

2. loid., ;o. 94. 
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' 
paring for the minis C,r-J vri.ll need to clarify 1>-i s ovm convictions on 

·C.he subject to enable him to help others, 3) A comparison of bistoric 

pre2nillennialism and arnillennialism has been neglected by present-day 

interpreters of Scripture and doctrine. 

D. I!iethod of Procedure 

The method of procedure rrill be to study the rr..ajor eschato-

logical passages of Scripture in the order in w'l1ich they appear. In 

the first chapter there i'rill be considered an amillennial approach to, 

and interpretation of the passages. In order to make nossible a com-

,parison, the second chapter 1T.ill be an examination of the interpreta-

tions of much the same passages from a representative non-dispensation-· 

al premillennialist point of vieyr. An attempt vlill be made at the end 

of each chapter to synthesize the eschatological systems studied there-

in to bring before the reader their basic elements. Tl1is vd.ll be fa-

cili·tated in part by recording them in chart form. The third chapter 

ivill concern itself Yri.th a critical evaluation of the t1m eschatologi-

cal viewpoints discussed in the preceding chapters. It is hoped that 

these evaluations will make possible the statement of basic considera-

tions necessa!"J for a sound interpretation of the millennial problem 

and the second coming of Ghrist. 

E. Sources 

The sources used in this study w:ill be for the most lJart 

primarJr ones. John Galvin is recognized to be one of the fathers of 

H.eformation theology, and amillennialists poj_nt back vri.th pride to the 
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fact that Calvin was of their number.J- His interpretation of Scrip-

ture is recognized to have had a profound influence over those t[l...at 

follovred him.. Tb_erefore, the commentaries o.f John Calvln will be used 

as the source rreterial for the first chapter. 

Louis 3erkhof lists among the representatives of t,he non-

dispensational Dre:··:illennia.l y:Le1Tpoj_nt anong others: F. Go de~, ~ oh.n 

'•:;J ' ¥ , - • j l n 1 ') 
1 e-c,er .wange, ano. He:rn--;-y Ll ore..'- Those r:1en, together -::lith E. B. Pusey 

and Carl Nagelsbach, -::Jill be used as representatives of the historic 

pc-:-em:i.llennial vievr presentecl in the second cha~Jter. 

The materie.l for the final cha~Jtor ·will consist largely of 

the find.i.ngs of the first J~yro chapters, since it will be an evalue.tion 

of the positions presented. 

1o I2urray, op. cit. , p. 199 . 
2. Louis Berkhof, Systew.atic Theology, p. 709. 
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CHAT-TER I 

THE AMILLENNIAL VIEiiPODIT OF JOHl'J CALVIN 



CHAPI'ER I 

THE J\11ILLEl\fNIAL VIEWPOINT OF JOHN CALVIN 

A. Introduction 

The cormnentaries of John Calvin will furnish the primary 

source material for this chapter. The procedure will be to go through 

these cormnentaries recording Calvin's interpretation of major apoca

lyptic passages in both the Old and New Testaments. Because of limi

tations of time and space it will be necessary to be selective in the 

passages which are examined. The first section of the chapter will 

concern itself with some major apocalyptic passages found in the Old 

Testament. Then ;;rul follow a section dealing <nith the apocal:ylJtic 

passages in the gospels. A closing section of this chapter vall de

vote itself largely to the passages of the same nature found in the 

epistles of Paul. Reference vtill also be made to passages in other 

epistles.and in the book of Revelation. Calvin did not v~ite a com

mentary on Revelation and his references to it in his major works are 

rare. The chapter will close vrith an attempted synthesis of the es

chatological viewpoint of Jolm Calvin. 

B. Interpretation of the Old Testament Prophets 

1. General Approach to the Prophets 

Calvin says that the basic duty of ·t.he prophet of Israel v'Ia.S 

to interpret faitlu""'ully the lavr, sanctioning its authority. The pro

phet did not me.ke any additions to the law. The visions which the 

prophets hr:1d 1-rere peculiarly their own and predicted future events. 

Their purpose ·was an irrmediate one of applying the promises and threat-
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enings of God to the use of the people and to declare to them more 

fully the will of God. An example of this is seen in Leviticus 26:36 

·where ?Eases viarns the nation of d...i.saster for disobedience. The proph-

ets further eJ>.rplicated this same passage as they foretold the Assyrian 

invasion and captivity for Israel. Our du'cy, Calvin says, is to apply 

the advices, reproofs and consola.tions wrri ch the prophets spoke for 

their t;ime to our own ?-a.Y·l 

2. The Use of Isaiah 

a. Isaiah 2:2-5 

Tll; s passage proclaip_s the day rrhen the mountain of the 

Lord's house shall be established on the top of the mountains and all 

nations shall flow to it for worship. Calvin applies t.his prophecy to 

the gospel age. Isaiah here is speaking of the Kingdom of Christ. 

Though it is true that the fulness of days mentioned in this passage 

began at the coming of Christ it must be observed that it sha.ll flow 

on in uninterrupted progress until Christ shall appear a.t the second 

time for our salvation. Calvin sees a partial fulfillment of this 

prophecy in Ephesians 2:19 vrhere those who '.Tere formerly strangers and 

foreigners agree with Israel on religion. God gathers a Church from 

all nations who have with one consent embraced the covenant of eternal 

redemption. The outgoing of the law from Zion vict.s fulfilled vrhen the 

preaching of the Gospel began from Jerusalem. God began to reign over 

the ·whole world after the coming of Christ who v~s God manifest in the 

flesh. However, the fulfillment of tlus prophecy must not be looked 

. .. . . . 
1. John Calvin; Commentary on the Book of the Prophet Isaiah, Vol. I, 

pp. xxix-xxx. 
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for in its fullest sense as taking place here on earth. Here one ex-

periences only the beginning as the Kingdom of Christ leads men, through 

kindness, to become reconciled to one another.l 

b. Isaiah 11:10-16 

This passage is one of a nwnber in Isaiah which foretells 

the day when there shall be a great rest,oration of the remnant of God 1 s 

people. Accor~ing to Calvin this passage has a primary reference to 

the deliverance vrhich took place under Zerubbabel as related in Ezra 

2:2. Honever, the prophet looks far beyond tlns event because at that 

time the Israelites vrere not brought back from Eg;JPt, Ethiopia, and the 

other countries listed. This prophecy then must be vierred as referring 

to the Kingdom of Christ under Y:rhom this promised deliverance vras ob-

tained through the preaching of the gospel. 'Ehe Church lmoyrs, · then, 

that God is alvrays able to restore her to her ancient glory as he did 

in the days of the deliverance from E~JPt and Babylon. 2 Calvin says 

further th2.t it may be argued that the peace referred to in verse 13 

has not yet come but that, the 'l'iDrld has, even after the preaching of 

the gospel, suffered 1Nars, COJ11.motions, a.nd dreadful persecutions. It 

is true, too, that the Church has had little peace im.rardly. This 

objection is ans·rrered in the fact thr:?.:t. Isaiah includes th~1 whole of 

Christ 1 s kingdom and not ,just a single age or cent,ury. A time is 

corning Trhen these promises sll.all be fully realized, for in th.is world 

one tastes but the begim1ing of Christ's kingdom. 3 

1. Ibid., pp. 91-102. 
2. Ibid., p. 390. 
3. Ibid., u. 392. 
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c. Isaiah h9:14; 51:2-3; 52:1-4 

These passages contain messages of comfort and restoration 

for Zion, who is languishing in captivity. Calvin's comments on these 

passages indicate hmT fully he identifies Zion ·with the Church. He 

makes no distinction bet·ween the Old and New Testaments but uses the 

tE!.rJ:il Church to apply to the people of God in both dispensations. Re-

garding h9:14 he says: 

Let, each of us therefore bevrare of indulging or flattering our
selves in ·t,his matter; for the Lord contends with the whole 
Church, for uttering speer,hes of this kind which proceed from 
the fou_~tain of distrust.l 

In connnenting on 51:2-3, Calvin poj_nts out that God, as He did in the 

past, vrill ahrays people His Church by unknovrn and wonderful methods. 

Paul applies the sai·ne doctrine to each Cttristian when speaking of ·t,he 

faith of Abraham in Romans 4:18-21. Zion or the Church is laid ·waste 

and desolate due to man's sins. God vr:Ul completely change this situ-

ation by His Power and man as a member of the Church is eY.horted to 

gratitude and thanksgiving to God vrh~n he has had experience of His 

goodness. 2 In his interpretation of 52:1-4, though Calvin sees an 

application exhorting the ·whole Church in all ages to re,joice in a re-

conciliation to God, he is careful to point out that the basic reference 

is to the deliverance out of Babylon) 

d. Isaiah 61:3-ll 

In this passage 'i'rhich promises a restoration of the J evr.ish 

nation, Calvin notes a threefold application of its messa:ge. There is 

. . . . . . 
l. John Calvin' Commentary on the Book of the Prophet Isaiah, Vol. IV, 

p. 30. 
2. Ibid. ' i)p. 68-69. 
3. Ibid., P-. 96. 
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the primary application in ·which the prophecy of the passage is ful-

filled by the restoration from Babylon. But the restoration of the 

Church came to the fullest e:1.'tent in the corning of Christ in vrhich HEi 

consecrated all bel:i.evers to t.he priestly office. Yet, C;:.l vin says. 

that the passage avm.its a final fulfillment at Christ's last coming. 

Hegarding verse 11, vrhere the prophet promises that the Lord will 

cause righteousness and praise to spring forth before all nations, Cal-

vin writes, 11 He again shews th-2.t the boundaries of the Church shall no 

longer be as nc>.rroc'J as ·t,hey formerly were, for the Lord vrill cause her 

to fill the whole world.n1 

e. Isaiah 65:17; 66:22 

In both of these passages Isaiah foretells the establishment 

of a new heaven and a ne--:r earth. In interpreting the first passage, 

Calvin applies it first to the restoration of the Church as applied to 

the restoration from the Bab;rloilian captivity. Secondly, he says it 

applies to the res·toration of the Church as manifested in the coming 

of Christ. Yet the final fulfillment vrill not be until it is accom-

plished in the last resurrection. 11 fhe prophet has in mind the whole 

reign of Christ down to its final close, 11 says Calvin, 11wh:Lch is also 

called the da;r of renovation and restoration. 112 In commenting on the 

second passa~e, Calvin nakes it pla:i.n t.h2.t the ins1Jired -vrriter does 

refer to a literal restoration of the earth in his primar~y- meaninc. 

Cell vin says: 

Here he promises that the restoration of the Church shall be of 
SllC11 a nature th.3.-G it sD_all last for ever.3 

1. roid., D. 317. 
2. Ibid., p. 399. 
j. roid., D. h37. 
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In a word, he e:cpla;_ns vrhc>.t he had for1:1erly said about renew
ing the c:rorld, tlo..c>.t none m2.y think that th:Ls relates to trees, or 
beasts, or the order of the stars~ for it must be referred to the 
:i.lTwarcl renevral of nan. The ancients were mistaken when they thought 
that these things related absolutely to the last ,judgment; and they 
had not sufficiently vreighed the context of the Prophet or the 
authority of the Apostle. Yet I do not deny that they e;;:t,encl as 
far as to t"b.at jlJ.dgrr.ent, because we must not hope for a perfect re
storation before Christ, -.-rho is the l::i_fe of the world, shall appear; 
but we must begin >1ir;:her, even vri th that de l·i verance byii!7hich Christ 
regenerates his people, that they may be nevr creatures. 

3. The Use of Ezekiel 

Calvin 1 s COIIL.'llenta!"J upon Ezekiel covers only the first tw·enty 

chapters of that book, and these chapters have little apocalyptic mat-

ter in them. In his Institutes of the Christian El.eligion, he does com-

ment on two passages of apocalyptic im~Jortance vrhich will be considered. 

a. Ezekiel 37:1-14 

This passage reports the vision of the resurrection of the 

valley of dry bones. Galvin says that this vision rm.s given to the 

prophet to prove to Israel t,lo..at there v-ras a certainty of their restora-

tion from the Bab;7lonian captivity. The Israelites sa1-7 how their dis-

persion resembled death. They could only believe that the prophecy of 

Ezekiel 1ms a mere fable, and they considered their restoration as like-

ly as that putrid carcasses should be restored to life. Thus the pas-

sage foretells no future restoration of Israel at the close of the 

gospel age, but is to be interpreted in the lj_ght of the historical 

situation that faced the prophet. Nor is the passage prophetic of any 

lit,eral resurrectj_on either future or past, though its inspired imager-j" 

• f n • • n t• 2 
g~ves proo oi a -came 01 resurrec lOU. 

1. Ibid., pp. 437-438. 
2. John Calvin, L11stj_tutes of ·Ghe Clo..ristian Heligion, Vol. II, p. 20_5. 
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b. Ezekiel 48:21-22 

Tlll.s passage deals mth the division of the land of Canaan, 

which is to be accomplished in the restoration. The larger c:~ontext: of 

this passage includes chapters 40-48 i.11 which is given a detailed vis-

ion of the restored temple, the land, and its elaborate worship.. Cal-

vin1 s interpretation of this specific portion in chapter 48 can vrell be 

applied. in principle to the whole context. Regarding the verses under 

consideration, Calvin says: 

'ife read in Ezekiel of a very &"'lple por1i~on of land being assigned 
to the kings, in which passage, though the prophet is describing 
the spiritual kingdom of Christ, yet he borrows the model of it, 
from the legitimate kingdoms of men.l 

4. The Use of Daniel 

Daniel stands foremost among the apocalyptic books of the Old 

Testament. Attention vdll be centered on the visions of chapter 7, 8, 

9, and 12. The vision of ·t,he king' s dream of the great image fou...11d in 

chapter 2 vdll not be treated, since it largely par~llels that of the 

four beasts of chapter 7. Calvin interprets the kingdom of 2:41~ as 

being fulfilled in the coming of Christ and the establismnent of His 

Church whereby He rules the world. 

a. Daniel 7 

Calvin shov.JS that the lion represents the Chaldean empire, 

the bear the Med.O -Persian empire, the leopard the Macedonian empire, 

and the fourth beast the Roman empire. Regarding the ten horns of the 

fourth beast he says, 11 I follow a simple and genuine opinion, namely, 

2 the prophet means this Empire to belong to more persons than one. 11 

. . . . 
1. Ibid., p. 647. 
2. John Caivin, Commentaries on the Book of the Prophet Daniel, Vol. 

II, p. 24. 



The number ten signifies many and refers to the various proconsuls or 

praetors who ruled like kings in the empire. Calvln rejects the idea 

of assigning an int,erpretation to the little horn i:Yhich comes up among 

the ten horns that vrould indicate its fulfilli'nent in an age later than 

about the first Christian century. He states that the little horn can 

be neither the pope nor the 'furkish empire. It is wrong to think as 

sone do that the Holy Spirit "'ti.shes to show in this vision the perpet-

ual state of the church to the end of the world. Rather, the vision 

Tia.S given so that all God1 s people might realize what, severe trials 

would befall them before the first advent of Christ. Calvin says: 

Daniel then does not proceed beyond the promised redemption, and 
does not embrace, as I have said, the whole kingdom of Christ, but 
is content to bring the faithful to that ex.hibition of grace vrhich 
they hoped and longed for.l -

The little horn is fulfilled in Julius Ceasar and his successors such 

as Augustus, Tiberi us, Caligula, Claudius, Nero, and others. Thus, 

the little horn, malting YT2.r upon the saints, represents the Homan per-

secution of Christians. The coming of the Ancient of Days in 7:22 is 

a figurative vray of statinp, that God ·would preserve his Church through 

the period of early persecution.2 

b. Daniel 7:9-lh 

Calvin says that though God here appears in the character of 

a judge, there is no reference to the second advent of Christ. Here 

Eternal Deity ascends the throne of judgment. This applies to the 

first coming of Christ, for in j:G God displayed His supreme power. 

However, the first coming of Christ is not limi·t.ed to his thirty-three 

years of life in the world but includes His ascension and the preaching 

1. Ibid., p. :27 • 
2. Ibid., P• 57. 
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of the gospel v•hich ushered in the kingdom. '£he fact the.t the books 

1~re opened refers to the preaclnng of the gospel and its effect in 

revealing the vrhole truth of God.1 

The sequel to this vision in vrhich the Son of man comes to 

the Ancient of Days is referred by Calvin to the ascension of Christ 

and H-is consequent rule through His Church. The reference here again 

is not to the final consu.TP.ma.tion. The eternity of Christ's dominion 

signifies the endurance of His Church to ·the end of the world •shen 

God's people shall be gathered together to a happy life and an eternal 

inheritance. 2 

c. Daniel 8 

Calvin ta,kes the ram to represent the Medo-Persian empire and 

the goat as representing the I!Iacedonian empire of Alexander. The nota-

ble horn betv~en the eyes of the he goat is Alexander. The four nota-

ble horns rising after the death of Alexander represent the division of 

1ns kingdom. 'fhe little horn which comes from one of the notable horns 

is fulfilled in Antiochus Epiphanes and is to be distinguished from the 

little horn of chapter 7. The 2,300 days refers to the historical 

period of time in the days of the Macabees during which Antiochus op

pressed Israel.3 Calvln is careful to point out that the Antichrist 
not 

of chapter 11 does refer to Antiochus Epiphanes but to the Roman powers 

up to the time of Christ. 11Hence He predicts by His angels the suffer

ings to be endured by the Church until Christ vm.s manifested in the 

flesh. 114 

1. Ibid.' pp. 31-38. 
2. Ibid., p. 46. 
3· Ibid., p. 109. 
4. Ibid., P• 346. 
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d. Daniel 9 

In order to clarif.y this passage in the mind of the reader, 

it vdll be best to quote the crucial section of the vision: 

24. Seventy ·weeks are determined upon thy people and upon they holy 
city • • . . 2.5. Know therefore and understand, that from the go
ing forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem un-
to the Iviessiah the Prince shall be seven 1;reeks, and threescore and 
two vreeks: the street sl"l..all be built again, and the ·wall, even in 
troublous times. 26. .tmd after threescore and tvro 1veeks shall 
Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the 
prince that shall come shall destroy the ·city and the sanctuary; 
and the end thereof sl"l..all be vri th a flood, and unto the end of the 
vrar desolations are determined. 27. And he shall confirm the cove
nant vr.ith many for one ·week: and in the midst of the w·eek he shall 
cause the sacrifice and the oblation to ce2.se, and for the over
snrea.ding of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the 
consum.rnation, and that determined sball be poured upon the desolate .1 

Calvin s,;J.ys the seven vreeks and the six:ty-tvro vreeks mentioned in verse 

2.5 include the years from the edict of Cy-.cus to restore and rebuild 

Jerusalem u.n:t.il the baptism of Christ >;rhen tl:e gospel began to be 

prorm1lgated. The death of Christ is then referred to in the first part 

of verse 26. Then, in the rest of verse 26 follovrs the assurance that 

the nation shall be judged for killing liessiah. Tl1is ·was fulfilled in 

tl:e coming of Titus and the Homan arffiiJ to destroy Jerusalem in about 

70 A.D. A complete overthrovv of the JeTJish city and national polity 

with a withdravral of Godt s favor is indicated by ·!:,he closing phrases cf:f 

verse 26.2 

Calvin says that verse 27 returns to speaking about Eessiah. 

Christ assumed for Himself the kingly office and the character of a 

leader y.J1.1en He published the grace of God. In confirwing the covenant, 

Cl1I'ist shovred the greater excellency of His vrork over the Old Testament 

legal and ceremonial la·ws. The fact tl:e.t He should w.ake the sacrifices 

. . . . 
1. Daniel 9:24-27. 
2. John Calvin, Commentaries on the Book of the Prophet Daniel, 

Vol. II, pp. 19)-223. 
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cease in the nd.dst of the week refers to the resurrection of Christ 

after which He put an end to sacrifice and all the rites of the law. 

A further statement describing the total destruction of Judaism and 

Jeru.salem a.s a national punish.-·nent for rejecting the 1.1essiah is seen 

by Calvin in the last phrases of verse 27.1 It is seen here the~ Cal-

vin does not follow out the chronology of the seventy -,veeks of years 

literally in his interpretation of the passage. Verse 27 is then not 

necessarily subsequent in time to the first part of verse 26 since it 

j_s clear that Messiah confirms the covenant before He is cu.t off. 

e. Daniel 12:1-2 

Calvin says that the angel in verse 1 is no longer relating 

future occurrences in a special Yiay, but rather he proclaims that God 

is the guardi:om of His Church, preser-ving it ·.;ronderfully amidst many 

difficulties and profound Clisasters of darkness and death. This stand-

ing up of i.viichael is to be taken as applying to the ·whole Chllrch period, 

both in the Old Testament and in the present Church age. But in verse 

2, the prophet very sud<?-enly refers to the final resm"'rection and the 

second corning of Christ. 2 It is evident ·that Calvin sees the end of 

the Church age as culminating in one resurrection of righteous and 

vr.i.cked, 1yhich ushers in the glories of eternity and the damnation of 

the lost. 

f. Daniel 12:11-12 

Calvin refers tl!is prophecy to the final destruction of 

Jerusalem mentioned in 9:26. The period ·;rbich sball follow that 

destj~ction mentioned in these verses is sJ~bolic of a long period of 

L Ibid., p. 224. 
2. Toid., p. 367. 
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time and is not to be literally interpreted. This corresponds to the 

time designation of a time, times, and a half time. The time and 

times are to show length, and the half ti..me is to indicate limit for 

the encouragement of the saints in that time of distress. Th.i..s is con-

nected by Calvin "'.''rith the shortening of ·[jhe days nentioned in Matthew 

2h:22. Verse 12, vrhich adds 45 days to the time period stated in 

verse ll,implies: 11 God vd.ll not put off the deliverance of His Church 

beyond six months, and yet ye must be strong and of good courage and 

persevere in your vmtchfulness. ul 

5. The Use of Joel 

a. Joel 2:29-3:2 

This passage predicts the pouring out of God's Spirit on all 

flesh, the appearing of great cosmical disturbances, the regathering 

of Israel to Jerusalem, and the assembly of all nations in the Valley 

of Jehoshaphat. Calv:i..n identifies the pouring of the Spirit with the 

founding of the New Testament Church. The cosmical disturbances refer 

not to the coming of Christ, but to the judgments of God which are con-

· tinually poured out on men throughout this age. The prophecy of the 

regathering of Israel has a primary reference to the deliverance from 

Babylon, but its fulfillment lies finally in the redemption given the 

Church in Christ. The gathering of all nations in the Valley of 

Jehoshaphat is a figurative way of stating that God vd.ll always pro

tect P~s C.hu.rch. 2 

. . . . . . 
l. Ibid., pp. 389-390. 
2. John Calvin, Commentaries on the 'I'vrelve Einor Prophets, Vol. II, 

pD. 91-116. 
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b. Joel 3:? 

In commenting on this passage Calvin aslcs ;-rhat is meant by 

a collection of Israel, since it is evident that such an ingathering 

has never truly occurred. He concludes that the prophet refers to 

a spiritual gathering. The Church of God has ·been joined together 

by the band of faith since the appearance of Christ, and it is prim-

arily of this that the ingathering consists. Not only are the Jews 

gathered in one, but tlo..e Gentiles also have been collected into one 

body. 'I'hus, \'That the :orophet says bas been spiritually fulfilled.l 

6. The Use of Amos 9:11-15 

The prophet Amos catalogues the sins of Israel and .foretells 

the destrllction of the nation 1T.ith the accompaJ:Tt.[ing dispersion. How-

ever, he ends lus prophecy vnth a promise of a restoration of the 

Davidic ldngdom to its former glor>J. Calvin says that this prophecy 

is doubtless fulfilled in the advent of Christ, and the restoration 

of the ldngdom is the reconc:tliation of the Church to God through 

Christ. But that this kingdom avmits a final fulfillment is seen by 

Calvln trnen he declares: 

This then is the right view of the subject: for Christ at length 
appeared, on vrhose head rests the true diadem or crovm, and vrho 
has: been elected by God ••• and now sits at the Father's right 
_hand, and his throne shall not fail to the end of the vrorld; nay, 
the world shall be renovated, and Christ's ldngdom shall continue, 
though in another form after the resurrection • • . and yet Christ 
shall be really ldng forever. 2 

Calvin is avJare that there may be objection to his interpreting the 

passage allegorically instead of literally. But he says that it is 

the method of Scripture to set the blessed spiritual state before our 

. . . . . . 
1. Ibid., p. 124. 
2. Ibid., p. ho6. 
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eyes in terms of the conveniences of the present life and earthly 

blessings. The prophets accommodated their style to the capacities 

of a weak and rude people to whom they spoke .1 

7. The Use of Zechariah JJ~ 

Calvin recognizes that there are different interpretations 

of this chapter. He refuses to assign its interpretation to any one 

specific event.such as the time of Antichrist, the last day, or the 

destruction of the city Tihich happened in the reign of Vespasian. 

i[fuat is meant here in the ~rediction of destruction is that there were 

of the city and the temple until the cowing of Christ. The prophecy 

in verse 2, tD2t all nations shall be gathered aeainst Jerusalem, is 

said by Calvin to predict generally the opposition -rrbich faced the 

J evrish church in the coming years and centuries. The promise that the 

Lord_ shall go forth and fight against those nations is one of assurance 

to the Church until the end of the vrorld, that God shall sustain the 

rlghteous under all trials. Nothin~ literal is meant in verse 4 where 

it is said that the Lord's feet shall stand in that day upon the Mount 

of Olives. Calvin says that the point is that God's deliverance in the 

behalf of His Church is here shovm to be so remark2.ble as though God 

were manifested in physical form and directed the battle. 2 Calvin 1 s 

refusal to circu~scribe the internretation of this chapter by limiting 

it to a giYen time in God's plan is seen ·vrhen he declares: 

Some D2ve 7ITested the passa~e and applied it to the last coming 
of Christ, but this is inconsistent vrith the subject in hand. At 
the same time I alJ_oTr that the kingdom of Christ, according to the 
prophetic mode of -:;ITiting, is here described from com:"Iencement to 
its end • 'T1ihenever then the Prophet,s speak of perfection un-
der the reign of Christ, -rre ought not to confine \Yhat they say to one 

. . . . . . 
1. DJid., P• 413 
2. John Calvin, Cow~entaries on the 'l'welve t1I:i.nor Prophets, Vol. V, 

pp. h06-l.~ll 
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clay Jr to a short time, but vre ought to include the whole time £'rom 
he~inning to the end. Hence ·when Christ appeared in the world, then 
b@gan to shine ~he splendor of which Zechariah now speaks: but the 
Lord w::i..ll go on until that shall be completed which no-.Y makes con
tinual progress.l 

8. Conclusion 

Jo1L~ Calvin in his interpretation of' the Old Testament apoca-

lyptic passages sees foretold there the f'ollovling events: 1) Deliverance 

of Israel from the Babylonian captivity, 2) Rise and fall of' world em-

pires prior to the establishrnent of the Kingdom of Christ, 3) Tribula-

tion for the J evm for three and one half years under Antiochus bpiphanes, 

4) First advent of Christ accompanied?y }lis public minist~r, death and 

resurrection, 5) Spiritual gathering of Israel with the Gentiles to form 

the 9h~rch, a complete body of Christ, 6) Destruction of Jerusalem ~t 

70 A.D., 7) Continual evil and oppression exercized against the Church 

until the second coming of Christ, 8) A sinmltaneous res1..1.rrection of the 

righteous and the wiclced dead at the second coming of Christ, 9) CuliiL"Ln-

ation of the Redemption of the Church at the last day when it shall 

reach its happy and eternal state. 

C. Interpretation of the ApocalJ~tic Passages of the 
Gospels and Acts 

l. The Use of the Olivet Discourse 

The Olivet discourse ·which is found in Matthevr 24 and 25, 

1Jark 13, and Lu..l{e 21 is the great apocalyptic passage of the gospels. 

In his commentaFy on a harmony of the gospels, Calvin treats the three 

gospels sinmltaneously, centering his attention on Matthel'r which is the 

longest and no doubt the most complete version of the discourse. Though 

. . . . . . 
l. Ibid., ?· 454-:455. 
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Calvin does not s;ynthesize his divisions of the discourse, he makes it 

clear tl1at he regards chapter 24:1-28 as referring p~bnarily to the 

destruction of Jerusalem and the course of the gospel in this age, 

while ch...apter 24:29-51 refers more directly to the second coming of 

Christ. He treats chapter 25 according to its natural division by con

tent. In this study' Calvin Is commentary on the discourse will be dis-

cussed using his groupings of the verses. 

a. Matthevr 24:1-8 

The question of the disciples vras prompted by the superstition 

of an earthly kingdom and a failure to realize tl1at -;vhat they wished to 

enjoy on earth should be enjoyed in heaven. Jesus 1 ansvrer to them in 

verses 4-8 refers to the whole Christian era though it has special 

reference to the time leading to the destruction of Jerusalem. The 

warning against deception is meant to indicate that the Clmrch shall 

alvrays be e:;::posed to the evils of false teachers and prophets as vrell 

as physical and social disturbances. The gospel is not a gate to a 

life of ease. Verse 6, which mentions vmrs and run.ors of wars, refers 

especially to the comm.otions YJhich rose up in Judea early in the Chris-

tian era, while verse seven indicates the negative response of the 

nations to the gospel throughout the age.l 

b. Hatthew 24:9-14 

~l.'hese verses predict a testing of faith ·which is to be the 

portion of the saints throughout the Christian era unto the second 

coming of Christ. The lfend11 spoken of in verse 14 h...as a partial ref-

erence to the coming destruction of Jerusalem. Ho·wever, Calvin's 

1. Jolm Calvin, Commentary on the Harmony of the Evangelists, Vol. III, 
pp. llh-122. 
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conclusion is: 11 'I'his is improperly restricted by some to the destruc-

tion of the temple, and the abolition of ·the service of the law; for 
._._ 
lu 

ought to be understood as referring to t.he end and the renovation of 

the world.ul 

c. Matthew 24:15-28 

These verses are said by Calvin to apply directly to the de.-

struction of Jerusalem as foretold in Daniel 12:11-12. B.egarding the 

great tribulation of 24:21, he says that the greatest plague inflicted 

on the J evrs ·was the extinguish.i.ng of the light of heavenly doctrine 

a.rnong them and their utter rejection by God, the severity of vro.ich they 

realized in the chastisement accompan:ying the destruction of Jert1salem. 

The coming of the Son of man in 24:27 does not refer to the second corn-

ing of Christ, but is a figurative prediction of the spread of the gos

pel throughout the world follo-vv.Lng the desolation of .Tudea. 2 

d. Matthew 24:29-31 

Calvin applies the verses from chapter 24:29 to the end of 

the chapter more directly to the second coming of Christ. The redemp-

tion which the disciples sought will arrive in due time after many 

distressing events. Since the disciples were in danger of losing heart 

because the prophetic predictions were not gloriously fulfilled at the 

commencement of the Christian kingdom, Christ shows that the prophet's 

predictions about the 111iraculous shaking of heaven and earth should not 

be restricted to the commencement of redemption because the prophets 

embraced the viliole course of it, till redemption should arrive at per-

1. loid., p. 129. 
2. Ibid., pp. 130-lhh 
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fection. The tribulation of verse 29 refers not to the destruction of 

Jerusalem, but is a general recapitulation of the evils of which Christ 

had previously spoken. Christ promises that there sha~l be an end to 

distresses when the day arrives at vvh:i..ch the majesty of the Clmrch 

shall be illustriously displayed. Calvin does not attempt to say how 

the sun viill be darkened in the closing day. 'rhe falling of the stars 

is not to be taken literally for the main thing is that all the crea

tion will act as a herald to s1.umnon men to a final tribuill!l of judg

ment. In 24:30 Christ describes His personal coming for our salvation 

in 1"/tlich He vd.ll appear openly at His last coming and being surrounded 

by the heavenly power ·will turn the eyes of the ·whole ·world upon Him

self.1 

e. Iv1atthew 24:32-36 

Calvin says that the parable of the fig tree does not mean 

that there shall be an evident sign that Christ 1 s coming is nigh, just 

as we know the coming of 4-eaves heralds SUlilll1er. Christ by it mea..ns to 

point out that though manifold tribulations soften the Church, its 

strength and vigour is not impaired, just as the softening of the 

branches in the sprinQ; does not indicate that the tree is about to d...i.e. 

If the Church is v-reak and frail vre ought not to conclude that it is: 

d,ying, but we ought rather to expect the immort.::il glor'J for which it has 

been prepared by the cross and afflictions. In stating that the gener

ation shall not pass a~~Y till all these things be fulfilled, Calvin 

says Christ meant that before a single generation vms completed they 

would learn by experier1ce the truth of what He said. Christ meant to 

l. Ibid., pp. 144-149. 
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impress upon His disciples that the prophecy which He gaye did not re-

late to distant evils which should befall posterity after many centur

ies but evils which were ready to become a reality in their generation.1 

f. ltla.tthew 24:37-51 

In verses 40 and 41, Christ predicts that in different social 

situations one shall be taken and the other left. Calvin takes these 

in their natural meaning in harmony vJith his interpretation of the pre-

ceding verses; namely, that at the time of the second coming of Christ 

couples Ylill be divided. Calvin feels that the stress in the interpre-

tation must not be laid U:_Jon the idea of being left. Ii.c1.ther, the warn-

ing is an encouragement for men not to vmit in preparing to meet Christ 

because of social relationships lest it be too late. Likevr.i.se, ·the 

parable of the 1vatchful servant -vmrns t:b.at, though the last judgment 

be long delayed, it hangs over us always and should keep us from a 

state of spiritual sluggishness. 2 

g. 1!!atthevr 25:1-13 

The rnain design of the parable of the v:Lrgins is to confirm 

believers in perseverance, since it is ~.an nature to grow wea~t 

after a lapse of time. The time of the parable applies to the second 

coming of Christ -vTinch, it is evident, Calvin sees as the final con-

summation vrhen he says: 

True, indeed, our Lord cries daily, that he vd.ll come quickly, 
(Rev. :xxii.20) but at that time, the v;hole frame of the world 
will resound with the cry, and his dreadful majesty vr.i.ll fill 
heaven and earth in such a w.anner, as not only to a-naken those 
who are asleep, but to bring the dead out of their graves, (Jo:b.n 
v.28) • 11 3 

1. Ibid~, pp. 150-151. 
2. Ibid., pp. 155-164. 
3· Toid., p. 172. 
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h. Matthew 25:31-h6 

Calvin says that this scene is the final judgment at the 

second coming of Christ at vrhich ti;ne He establishes the eternal king-

dam. By the sheep he understands the believers, and by the goats, the 

vr.i.cked. Thus, this is not a judgment ·of nations as such but of indi-

viduals. Christ uses the term 11nations 11 to show to the disciples the 

superior excellency of the kingdom which He came to e:stablish ·when 

compared to their limited earthly Jewish conception.1 

2. The Use of Other Passages in the Gospels 

A fevr other passages in the gospels deserve attention. 

These, taken from 1-:iatthew and Jolm, will be presented in the order in 

which they appear. 

a. Hatthew 10:23 

Christ here tells his disciples they shall not have gone 

through the cities of Judah till the Son of man be come. Calvin says 

th2.t it is too far-fetched to refer this to the destruction of Jerusa-

lem. He sees it as indicating such a progress of the gospel that all 

will b10'."T Christ as actually reigning and about to restore the Davidic 

kingdom. B7 the power of His Spirit Christ ":'.1.11 shed about His reign 

such lustre that the disciples shall see t11e glor;:r and majesty the;r had 

fornerly been unable to perceive.2 

b. 1!J:atthew 16:27,28 

Calv:i_n takes verEB 27 as referr:Lnr; to Christ's final corrd.ng 

l. Ibid., 1). 175-182. 
2. jolh""l Calvj_11, CorrJ:le~1tCL~T on the Ha .. rr:1on~r of tl1e Evangelists, Vol. II, 

PP• 456. 
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to judge the norld. In verse 28 Jesus promises the disciples that 

there are some standing there \Yho ·prlll not taste death till they see 

the Son of man coming in His kingdom. In this coming of the kingdom, 

Calvin understands a. manifestation of heavenly glory which began at 

Christ's: resurrection a.ncl ·-;ras made more full by the sending of the 

Holy Spirit and the doing of miracles • In those things, He gave F..is 

people a. taste of the heavenly life and a.n assurance that He vras 

seated at the rir:;ht hand of God, the Father.1 

c. John .5:2.5-29 

In verse 2.5, Jesus promises that the hour is coming when the 

dead shall .hear the voice of the Son of God,and those that hear shall 

live. Calvin holds that verses 2.5-27 do not refer to a physical res-

urrection but to a. rising from spiritual death. Th.:i..s is shovm to be 

so by the fact that the time is qualified by the phrase 11 and now is • 11 

Verses 28-29, however, refer to a physical resurrection of the right-

eous and vr.i..cked at the last day. Cal-vin refers to this as the last 

resurrection "V'rhich includes the vihole hu_rnan race--the elect and the 

reprobate.2 It is evident that Calvin thinks here of the resurrection 

in terms of one event including both the righteous and the vr.i..cked, 

which event is not complicated by any intervening millennimn between 

their resurrections. 

d. John 6:39.-40 

In these verses Jesus promises to raise believers at the last 

day. Here, again, Calvin sees only one resurrection which shall occur 

l. Ibid., p. 307. 
2. John Calvin, Commentary on the Gospel According to John., Vol. I, 

PP• 20_5-209. 
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at the end of the world when Christ retur11s as judge, follovrlng vrhat 

Calvin calls the 11 last resurrection.ul 

e. Jolm 14:3 

Calvin says that Christ 1 s stating He vd.ll come again must not 

be interpreted as referring to the coming of the Holy Spirit, though it 

is true that Christ does dvrell in believers by the Spirit. Calvin 

states: 

• here he speaks of the last day of judgment, vvhen he will, at 
length come to asser.1ble his follo-vrers. And, indeed, if we consider 
the whole bod,y of the Church, he ever;r day prepares a place for us; 
whence it follows, ~hat the proper time for our entrance:Lilto heav
en is not yet cor.1e. 

3· The Use of Acts 

The book of Acts contains a fev'r passages of apocalyptical 

importance. Three of them shall be used in this study. 

a. Acts 1:11 

Here we read that Jesus shall come in the same way the dis-

ciples sa·w Him go up into heaven. Calvin says that Christ went to stay 

in the heavens until such a time as He should come to judge the vrorld. 

Wnen He shall come again He vd.ll come as redeemer to take us vr.i. th Him 

to blessed i.rnmortality, but :Lt shall also be for the vr.i.cked a time of 

dread, horror, and fearfulness when they shall see Him upon: His tri

bunal seat.3 

b. Acts 3:21 

T}l..is passage says that the heaven must receive Christ u.11til 

1. roid., p. 2~3· 
2. John Calvin, Commenta~J on the Gospel According to Jo}1~1, Vol. II, 

P• 83 · 
3· John Calvin, Co~~enta~J upon the Acts of the Apostles, Vol. I, p. 51. 



the restitution of all things as :promised by the prophets. Calvin 

states t:b..at the kingdom of God is but begun and avrai ts perfection at 

the last day. The restoration includes a restoration from the relics 

of sin which hang upon us. Christ will appear when the warfare of the 

Church is complete, the time of 1;vhich we nru.st not undertake to antici-

pate. No literal interpretation of the things promised in a kingdom 

foretold by the prophets should be e:A.j)ected, for the prophets spoke 

mainly of the cowing of Christ.1 

c. Acts 17:31 

This passage states that God r...a.s appointed a day in which He 

]'r.ill judge the world in righteousness by Jesus Christ. Calvin interprets 

this as a picture of the last judgment when all men shall be raised 

either to life or to death. 2 

4. Conclusion 

A summary of John Calvin 1 s interpretation of the apocalyptic 

passages of the Gospels and Acts shows the follo1ving elements and events 

to be foretold: 1) The spiritual resurrection of the saints at their re

ception of Christ, 2) Manifestation of Christ 1 s heavenly glory throughout 

the earth by the Clmrch, the expression of fij_s Kingdom, 3) Destruction 

of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. accompan;ed by great tribulation, 4) Continual 

tribulation of the Church throughout. the Christian. era, 5) Immanence of 

the return of Christ, 6) Personal universally-visible return of Christ 

at the end of this age, 7) Simultaneous resurrection of the righteous 

and the unrighteous at the return of Christ, 8) The final judgment of 

1. Ibid., p. 1)3. 
2. Jol:m Calvin, Co:mmentar;r upon the Ac-ts of the Apostles, VoL II, 

P· 177. 
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the righteous and ·the -,licked at the second coming of Christ, 9) Renova-

tion of the earth and a restitution of all things 1'lith a climatic spir-

itual fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies of the glories of the 

Iiessianic Kingdom. 

D. Interpretation of the Apocalyptic Passages 
of the Epistles 

1. The Use of Various Passages 

a. Romans 2:5 
The apostle warns those who treasure up unto themselves wrath 

against the day of y;rath and the revelation of the righteous judgment 

of God. It is evldent that Calvin vi.evm this day as the day of the 

final judgment coinciding vr.i. th the judgment af the righteous when he 

states: 

The day of the last judgment is called the day of Tr.rath, vrhen a 
reference is made to the ungodly; but it vr.ill be a day of redenn)
tion to the faithful .•.• Hence ·whenever the scripture mentions 
the approach of the Lord, it bids the godly to exult- -..v.ith joy; but 
when it- tll.rns- to the reprobate, it proclaims nothing but dread and 
·terror • • . • Farther, by adding the word revelation Paul intimates 
YJhat this day of wrath is to be,--that the Lord v.o..ll then :manifest 
his judgment: though he gives daily some indications of it, he yet 
suspends and holds back, till that day, the clear and full manifes
tation of it; :for the books shall then be opened; the sheep shall 
then be separat!d from the goats, and the vrheat shall be cleansed 
from the tares. 

b. Romans 8:18-23 

In this passage Paul predicts a future tiL~e when creation vv.ill 

be set free from the bondage of decay unto the glorious liberty of the 

children of God. Ca~vi.n says this "'sill be done in the eternal age at 

the end of the Trorld. He refuses to speculate as to exactly what is 

meant and as to whether or not all kinds of animals -vr.Lll be innnortal. 

1. John Calvin, Commentaries on the Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the 
Homans, p. 89. 
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The main point is that God vrill restore to a perfect state the Tmrld, 

novr fallen, together -:ri. th nanldnd.1 

c. Romans ll 

This chapter is devoted to the rejection of Israel as a re-

sult of their rejection of Christ. The heart of ·0he chapter is found 

in verses 25 and 26 in ;;i'.Dich the apostle declares, first of all, that 

blincL11ess in part. has fallen upon Israel until the fulness of the 

Gentiles comes in. Then he [';oes on to say tr,at all Israel s baU be 

saved. Calv:Ln takes Israel in verse 25 to refer to the JeviS whose re-

fusal of the liv,ht of the gospel made it possible for the Gentiles to 

receive it. He does not t<:.ke the phrase 11un·til the fulness of the 

Gontiles 11 to be temporally conditioned and as specifying progress or 

order of till"l.e, l;>ut S'U.ggests that it is best rendered ll·tnat "&he fulness 

of the Gontiles • 11 The 11 fulness 11 is to be taken as rerJresenting a great 

number in comparison vn:th the f'm-r proselytes vmo joined the Church 

nnder the old dispensation. In verse 26, Calvi..fl shifts the reference 

of 11 Israel" to nean not the Je1vs but all the l)eople of God, both Jew 

and Gentile. He bases this interpretation upon the f2.ct that he feels 

Paul here intends to set forth the completion of Christ 1 s kingdom 

v-rhich includes the whole ·world and is not confined to the Jews. Calvin 

paraphrases Paul 1 s meaning as follows: 

v;J11en ·the Gentiies shall come in, the Jews also shall return from 
their defection to the obedience· of faith; and thus shall be com
pleted the salvation of· ti1e whole Israel of God wbich nmst be 
gathered from both • • • • 11 2 

d. I Corintl1ians 15:20-24; 51-53 

Apart from the resurrection.of Christ~ Calvin sees in these 

1. Ibid~, P• 305~ 
2. Ibid., P· 437· 
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one general resurrection winch shall include both be-

lievers and unbelievers, thour:h he is avJare of and -places up-

on the fact that the SDirit here J.s of of 

The t,ime of she resurrection vd.ll be the day of the revelation 

of Cbrist will introduce the 11 end11 rJhen CbrJ.st shall lk1.Ve delivered 

up the of God. 1 the last trump of verse , Calvin 

vrrJ~tes: 

As t l1erefore a com,~'1der, vr.L th the sound of a trumpet, su:mnons 
lri.s ar~ . .r to bat,tle, so Cl1rj_st, t:-r l1is souncl:Lng proclar.ntion 
wf>j_ch vd .. ll be heard throughout the ·whole ·world, Will SUY:lmOn all 
the dead • . . • The whole world will be sun.r:1oned to the tribunal 
of God.2 

e. I Thessalonians 3:13 

In passage Paul sneaks of the com:Lng of Christ, 1Nith all 

His saints. Calvln simply takes :Lt to mean t1<2·::, Christ come th 

His saints at the t:L~-:e when they shall stand before His judgnent seat 
.... 

unblameable in holiness • .J 

f. I Thessalonians ~.:13-17; 5:1-6 

According to Calvin, Paul 1 s basic design :Ln this passage v.'d.S 

to tell the Church, had apparent;Ly lost its emphasis upon a belief 

in the resur:cection, that they should not mourn except vr.i. th moderation 

for their depart,ed Christian loved ones. Calvin considers the refer-

ence of verse J..)_~ to be to the f:Lnal resu:~rection of both the righteous 

and vd.cked. He points out that Paul does not mention the resurrection 

of t,he vr:i .. cked in tlns context, since he 11 • • • does not here touch upon 

awJthi.ng but vrbat is suited to lns nresent design. n4 Paul further 

1. Jol·m Ca.1. vin, Cornrnentar;.r on the Eoistles of Paul the A1Jostle to the 
Corinthians, VoL II, p. 26. 

2. Ibid., p. 59. 
3. John Cal "l.d.n, Commentaries on the Epistles of Paul the .Apostle to the 

Phi.lippic;ms, Colossians, and Thessalonians, 'J. 271. 
h. Ibid.' 1J. 281. 
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vrlshes to correct the false impressi<?n that only those alive at Ghrists 

last coming vrould share eternal life. Therefore, he says that the dead 

in Ghrist s'b.all rise first. An arc~ngel vrl.ll Slh"'imlon both the dead and 

the living to the tribunal of Ghrist. The living saints shall instan-

taneously p~t off the qua:J_ity of the mortal body and receive resurrec-

tion bodies. Galvin points out that verse 17 abundantly refutes the 

reveries of the clul;!.asts vrho limit both the reign of Ghrist and His 

saints to 1000 years •1 'rhe o.a:y- of the Lord in 5: 2 refers to the saiile 

time as does the resurrection of the preceding chapter--namely, to the 

last judgment. 

g. II Thessalonians 2:1-12 

As to the design of the apocalyptic section of the second 

cl1apter of II Thessalonians, GalVin states in lus introduction to the 

epistle: 

In the second,(chapter) a vain and groundless fancy, vnuch had 
gotten into circulation as to the coming of Ghrist being at hand, 
is set aside by him by means of this argument--that there must 
previously to that be a revolt in the chur9h, and a great part of 
the world must treacherously draw back from God, nay more, that 
Antichrist must reibm in the ten~le of God.2 

The Antichrist of chapter 2:1-12 is definitely identified vJith the Papa-

cy and the Roman Church, though Gal ~....n ·would not limit the_ inte1p reta-

tion to Rome alone, considering the broad scope of history. The Anti-

christ rrru.st not be limited to one individual but is a kingdom vrlri.ch 

extends through many ages; ~ John 2:18 mentions the existence of .fl..nti-

christs in that ancient day. 

1: Ibid., p. 284. 
2. Toid., n. 309. 
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h. II Timothy 3:1 

P~ul tells Timothy that in ·the last days there shall be per-

ileus times. Regarding tlU.s verse, Calvin ·writes as follov!S: 

Under trthe last days 1 he· (Paul) includes the lwiversal conrlition 
of the Christian Church ••• for many imagined some sort of con
cli..tion tbat Ymuld be absolutely peaceful, and free from annoyance. 
:tn · sl1ort, he means that there ,;dil. n9t be, even under the gospel 
• • • a state of perfection • • • • 11 -

i. II Timothy 4:1 

In this passage, Paul gives Timotlzy" a charge in view of the 

fact that Cl)rist will judge the quick and the dead at His appearing and 

His kingdom. Calvin says that by the 11living and the dead11 is meant 

those vrho are alive at the Lord's com..i.ng--both saved and lost, and those 

who have died at Christ's coming--both saved and lost. The ·writer thus 

underscores the certainty of universal judgmen~. The ter:ms 11appearance 

of Christ11 and 11 His kingdomrr are to be equated. Though Christ already 

reigns in both earth and heaven, F.tis reign is yet to be clearly Ipani-

fested; it is now hidden under the cross and assailed by enemies. The 

kingdom 1:r.ill be established at the time of F.is appearance, when He sJ1..all 

vanquish His enewies, remove all opposing power, and display Ili.s majesty •2 

j. II Peter 3:10~13 

In tJ1i s. passage the apostle states tlliat Christians look for a 

new heaven and a new earth wherein dwells righteousness. Calvin be-

lieves this passage teaches that at Christ's return heaven and earth 

are to be purged l?Y fire so that they shall correspond vrl.th the perfect 

kingdom of Christ.3 

1. Jolm Calvin; Commentaries on the Epistles to Ti_mothy, Titus, and 
Philemon, p. 236. 

2. Ibid., p. 2)2. 
3· Joh.n. Ca,ivin, Commentaries on the Catholic Epistles, n. 420. 
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2. Other Relevant Passages 

There are other minor passages in the epistles which are of 

less apocalyptic importance, such as: Plul;ppians 1:6; 3:20-21; Colos

sians 3: 4; p,;ebrevrs 9: 28; Titus 2:13; Jude 14,15. Galvin 1 s interpreta-

tion of all of these passages shm7S that he regards them as indicating 

that the Christian age shall end in a final judgment at which the whole 

·world shall appear before the tr~bunal of Christ, following which the 

eternal state shaJ.l be a reality. 

Galvin did not ··~Tite a commentai"J upon the book of Hevelation, 

and lus references to it in the Institutes are mostly incidental. How

ever, he does refer to Revelation 20:4 which speaks of the millennial 

reign of Ghrist -rri th the souls of them that were beheaded for the tes-

ti..rnony of Jesus. He speaks strongly against those sa.;ying that children 

of God have but lDOO years to enjoy the inheritance of the future life. 

Galvin states: 

Nor does the H.evelation, vJiuch they quote in favour of their error, 
afford them any support; for the term of a thousand years, there 
mentioned, refers not to the eternal blessedness of the Church, but 
to the various a!P.tations yJhich mvaited the Church in its militant 
state upon earth.l 

Thus, it is seen that Calvin refers the millennium of Hevelation 20 as 

in some ·way coincident vri th the church age. 

3· Conclusion 

John Gal>rln's interpretation of the major apocalyptic sec

·l:.ions of the New Testa....'1lent epistles contributes the follovr.i..ng events 

to his apocalyptic view: 1) Perilous tirn.es for the Church throughout 

the gospel age, 2) Salvation of both Je1v and Gentile that the whole 

1. Joh.'1 Galvin, Inst:i.tutes of the Christian Religion, Vol. II, p. 206. 
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Israel of God may be saved, 3) . Apostac-J of a great part of the Yrorld 

previous to the second coming of Christ, h) The reign of Antichrist 

in the temple of God previous to the second co:m:i..ng, 5) A personal uni.-

versally visible second coming o'f Christ, 6) A general resurrection of 

believers and unbelievers and the i.wnedi.ate transformation of living 

saints to their iw.mortal resurrection state, 7) A universal judgment 

of the righteous and the ,.;d.cked at Christ 1 s coming, 8) The restoration 

and renovation of the heavens and the earth, 9) The i~uguration of.the 

eternal age in -vrhich the righteous sball eternally live 1;T.i.th Christ. 

E. SuillrQa.F.f of the .!i.JTlillerinial Viev.cooint of 
John Calvln 

The purpose of this section is to gather ·together the basic 

events and ideas found in John Calvin's interpretation of the major 

apocalyptic passages of the scriptures, stating them in a concise form. 

The events as listed Tiill not be viholly chronological, since there is a 

necessary overlapping of time in contempora.neous event£. The follo-wing 

is a synthesis of Calvin 1 s scheme as found in the pl~eced:Lng sections of 

tl1is chapter: 

l~ Tne restoration of Israel from its captivity :Ln Babylon. 

2. The rise and fall of vrorld empires prior to the establishc"'lent of 

the Kingdom of Christ. 

3! The tribulation of the J evrs at the hands of Antiochus Epiphanes. 

h. Christ 1 s first advent accompa:ried by His 1:ri.nistr-J, death e.nd 

resurrection. 

j. The Olivet prediction of the fall of Jer-usalem, the course of this 

a.ge, and His second com:i.ng. 

6. The sp~ritual l~esurrection of the saints UlJon the·i-r acceptance of 

Christ. 
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7. The preaching of the gospel throughout all nations and the spirit

ual reign of Christ tbrough P.is Church; salvation_ of both Jew a11.d 

Gentile that the -rrhole Israel of God may be saved. 

8. Apostacy from the faith for a great part of the -;rorld previous to 

the second coming of Christ. 

9. 1ribulation for the people of. C-od tbrour.;hout the Christian era till 

the time_ of the second advent; opposition to the gospel tf1.roughout 

tlns age. 

10. The reign of Antichrist in ·the tenrple of God previous to the second 

cowing of Christ. 

11. The personal, u..11i versally visible return of Christ to t}:lis ·world to 

be followed by the final consumma:tion. 

12. The resurrection of the wicked and righteous dead at the second 

coming of Chris~ and the transforrnation of the saints to resurrection 

and irrrrnortality. 

13 ~ The one great general .judgBent of the righteous c:md wicked. 

lb .• The renovation of t.he heavens and the earth and the ushering in of 

the eternal state. 

In this chapter Jolm Calvin's interpretation of the major 

apocalyptic passages of the scriptures has been eYarnined. The method of 

procedure Y.JaS to record his interpretation of the apocalyptic passages 

of the Old Testament prophets~ of the Gospels and the Acts, and of the 

epistles of the New Testaaent. F-i s ·vieTrs vrere then set dorm in a concise 

synthesized form. This chapter shoyrs that Calvin is amillennial in his 

interpretation of the scri:0tures in that he does not include in 1,; s es

chatological scheme a litera} 1000 year reign of Christ on this earth 

after His second coming ~Jrecedi.ng the final judgment. 
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CHAPTEH. II 

THE VIE'iiPOIN'I' OF P..EPRESEr.1JTATIV..,.d: 
NON-DISPEf.,1SATIONAL PREL'ITLLENllliiLISH 

A. Introduction 

This chapter ;rrlll record t,he interpretation of basically the 

smne apocal;y11tic passages as vrere presented in the preceding chap~er, 

using various non-dispensational premillennial ;;rr:i. ters as sources. 

The Tmrk of Carl Nagelsbach in Lange 1 s Col'!"ffilentary cill be used for the 

book of Isaiah. For Daniel and ~he £liner Prophets, the ~·jQrks of E. B. 

Pusey ·will be used as the rource. John Lange has vrritten co:rmnentaries 

on Matthew, John, Ro:mans, and ReveJ..ation, vrh .. i.ch vdll be used in the 

interpretation of these books. Frederic Godet 1 s •:rork on I Corinthians 

will be used for that book. For Acts, the Thessalonians, Timothy, and 

and II Peter, He:n.r'J Alford's Greek Testa1nent will be used as the source. 

·rhis chapter vrill be divided into sections corresponding to those in 

chapter I, 1vith an added section on the interpretation of Revelation. 

To place before the reader the Inain events in the eschatological view-

point of historic premillennialism, the chapter 1vill close v;j_ th a gen-

eral synthesis of the vievJS presented in the various sections. 

B. Interpretation of the Old Testament Prophets 

1. The Use of Isaiah made by .Nagelsbach 

a. Isaiah 2:2-5 

Nagelsbach suggests that the law vrhich shall go forth out of 

Zion is the divine doctrine in the highest and most complett? sense, 

vrl<ich so truly satisfies that it irresistibly draws all men. Thus, 

-3h-
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the be9-nn-i ng of the fulfilLuent of the prophecy began \Then, according 

to Luke 24:L~7, there ';7as preaching of repentance and the remission of' 

sins in the name of Christ to all na-tions, beginning at Jerusalem. Yet 

the prophet himself says that the fulfilL-nent shall follm-r in the last 

time. Nagslsbach n1akes a point of the fact that the element of fulfill

ment is by no me;:ms a closed transaction, even though the coming of 

Christ in the flesh and the founding of His kingdom viaS an element there

in. In speculating as to its final fulfillment, Vie must guard both 

against taking the yrords t9o 11 coarsely11 and 11 ou·tvrardly11 , and against 

a one-sided spiritualizing. The prophet himself ·was not thinking of 

heaven, and it should be remembered ·t.b.C'.t plo-v;s and pruning hooks have 

as little to do vrith heaven as S"t\rords and spears. Hor h2.s the high 

place of Uount Zion anything to clo vrlth heaven. The passage speaks for 

the vie1'T th-"lt a time is coming here upon earth >,'ihen the Lord Himself 

shall appropriate the ldngclom, suppressing the world kingdoms, and bring

ing about a condition of peace andglor;y. The result vrill be that the 

out·ward 'Hill conform to the inward. Yet we should confess our ignorance 

as to the exact vray and means by v;h.i.ch these particulars -rrill be realized.l 

b. Isaiah 11:10-16 

The return of the remnant mentioned here by the prophet had 

only ~ faint beginning in the return to the land at the time of Zerub

babel. Nagelsbach takes this passage to rei'er to a last glorious return 

of Israel at the appearance of t,he H<?ssiah. 'l'his return of Israel shall 

follovr the conversion of the heathen. The remnant of Israel :i_s not to 

be determined only by fleshly descent from Abrahanl. The basic criterion 

l. GJ"ctrl. Wilhelill EOJ1ard' Nagels.bach; Tlie ~~ophet/ .Isaiah, p. 57 
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for belonging thereto is a personal ret,urn to God Almighty. Thus, the 

restoration of Israel in the last days is not necessarily universal. 

Yet this return of Israel sh..all be universal in that t,he remnant shall 

come from vrh..atever land they may dr-~11 in. The Church of the nevr cove-

nant vrill see Israel rise into view. The fact that it will be lmovm as 

a nation a.mong nations also argues for their lite1.;al return to the land 

of Palestine, since it is impossible for the nation to res~me its place 

among nations if the people are not in their land. The head5 .. ng which 

Nagelsbach gives this section in his commentary reads: 11 The return of 

Israel takes place OJ.flY when the H:essiah has appeared and the heathen 

have gathered to Him. al 

c. Isaiah 49:lh; 51:1-8; 52:1 

In these passages Nagelsbach mcdntains a tivo-fold emphasis. 

The fact that he sees in the prophecies concerning Zion a fulfillment 

in the Church is evident from his coments on chapter h9:14. This pas-

sage predicts that Israel vrho has been forsaken r·:ill be built afresh 

from the Gentiles. The conversion of the Gentiles vrl.ll result in a 

spiritual Israel which is the eternal core of the fleshly Israel. The 

prophecy presupposes the final judgment of Israel a,fter the flesh, and 

describes ho-cr a nevr Israel will arise out of its ashes.2 

But Nagelsbach makes it clear in cow.menting on chapter 51:1-8 

that Israel a.s a people is not written out of the prophetic picture 

vmen he states: 

Here therefore is a hint of that confl-ict in which Israel stood 
after the appearance of ·the. SE?rVaJ?.t, and still stands: either to 

1: Ibid~, p. 164-166 
2. Ibid., P• 539· 
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cleave to the gospel vr.i th the Gentiles and thereby to disapp~ar _ 
as a nation, or to reject the gospel and thereby to be themselves 
rejected, yet to be nreserved as a nation for the time when ••• 
the kingdom of God shall appear as the kingdom of David, and ;-r.i.ll 
still be one flock under one Shepherd.l 

The prophecy of _52:1 y{l1j_ch foretells the restoration of Jer-

usalem, the Zion of God, m·raits fulfillment, for the true Jerusalem is 

not complete without the city, nor is the city complete vJithout the 

people. The cow)letion of this prophecy of restoration, though its 

fulfillment began ·with the restoration from Babylon· and the founding 

of the Church, is yet futu.re a.11d avra:Lts the time 7rhen Christ ;,rl.ll come 

again_ visibly to realize His inward and outward complete domiPion on 

earth. 2 

d. Isa.iah 61:1-11 

T~is prophecy of a future restoration of Israel is not ful-

filled by the return under Zerubbabel and Ezra, since that poor b~gin-

ning does not do justice to the picture presented in this passage. 

Nagelsbach indicates his belief in the national identity of Israel in 

this future restoration when he sta.tes: 11 Israel appears here as the 

priestly nobility, and ·the Gentiles • • • have to perform the hard work.liJ 

In tnis passage there is predicted a future restoration of the earth in 

its final eschatological significance. Hagelsbach says regarding verse 

4: 

l~ 
2~ 
..., 
.)• 

1-t-. 

'/Jhen hereafter the cj_ ty vvill be on earth in Yfhich there vJill be no 
more death, nor sorrow, nor ci";:Lng, rior pa.in, in vrhich, too, there 

· Tr.ill be no temple, for the Lord God Almighty is Himself its temple-
t;hen vr:i.ll the earth itself, wni ch is the oldest ruin, be restored 
to vrhat it ori~nally -.-.rc;s, to be the soil 2-pd ground which bears 
the tabernacle t.o God •:n th men ( .i:1ev. 21: 3) • -~ 

. . . . 
Ibid~, P• _5_52. 
Ibid.' D. _562: 
Ibid., P• 660. 
D)id., p. 662. 



e. Isaiah 55:17 

In this passage Nagelsbach sees a ~;recliction of a litera~ 

restoration of tho earth at the end .,17) I 1 '" o_c LirD.s age. He entitles this 

chapter in wh .. i.ch this passage is contained: 11 'l'he Nevr Life in its Ou.t-

d _. •n .1...1..• Ill vrar .. Hanlres ua uJ.on. - There are three cti..stinct stages in this restor-

a·l~ion of the heavens and the earth, though ~che prophet looks at them in 

one }1erspoctive with the result that those j_n the b.e.ckground, nhi.ch are_ 

seen only through intervening s~Jaces, all appear to be on the same plane. 

These are the return from the exile by Israel, a judging of godless 

Israel, and finally a climactic rene·wal of the heavens and the ear·th in 

vrh:i..ch the entire creation ·will live tggether in peace arid harmony, Yiith 

even a renovation of the animal world. Nagelsbach J11..akes no attempt to 

refer the restoration foretold here to the Christian era, but sees it 

as having ultimate eschatological significance. 

f. Isaiah 66:15-24 

Hagelsbach sees in tl>is passage_ a s1.mrrnary of the whole course 

of events leading to a final consummation. Tl1e leading features_are 

brought out, but the intervening spaces of time are not regarded. These 

events sumrr""''lrized are: 1) A sign is set in Israel, the i,!essiah, 2) The 

sign is rejected by the nation and the vlsible theocracy is destroyed 

in the judgment on the earthly Jerusalem, 3) The heathen Gentile vrorld 

turns to Jehovah, h) The Gentiles bring back to Jehovah the scattered 

members of Isr.e.el that had been visited in judgment, 5) God makes both 

J e~;T and Gentile priests and unites th&'11 to make a new race of xnen -.-rhich 

stands on the ne,·r earth c.nd under the new hec.ven eter11<-tily before God, 

. . 
1. Ibid., P• 695. 
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6) The rd.cked are excluded from the society of the blessed and are sent 

to eternal judgment.1 

2. The Use of Daniel w.ade by Pusey 

a. Daniel 7 

Pusey identifies the vision of the great image of Daniel ch.1.p-

ter 2 vrith that of the four beasts in chapter 7 in respect to the world 

empires mentioned. Thus, in chapter 7 the lion represents the Chaldean 

empire, the bear the Iiledo-Persian empire, the leopard is the Hacedonian 

empire, and the fourth beast represents the Roman empire and its ulti-

mate development. Pusey believes that the fourth beast pictures the 

history of nations up to the end of the age, for in it the prophet sees 

not only characteristics, but a history ernbracingtnese four distinct 

periods: l) The time until its division, symbolized by the ten horns, 

2) The ~)er=!-od of the ten horns, 3) The period in ·vrhich the little horn 

holds svmy. This vdll be the Antichrist v;ho shall come before Christ 

returns, and is to be identified with the man of sin spoken of by Paul, 

4) The period after the destruction of the little horn and of the vrhole 

fourth ld.ngdom. That Pu.sey feels tie are novr living in the second of 

these periods is seen when he says: 

'rh-i s ""as characteristic for the relation of the immigrating nations 
to Rome; they did not found a nevr kingdom, but continued the Roman. 
And so it continues to ·::-he end· of all earthly povrer, until its final 
ramification into ten kingdoms. To attemut nm-r to mark out these 
vrould be as wisplaced as to fix the Coming of Christ, ( vrith v;hich 
they stand connected) tomorrow or the next day.2 

The visions in chapters t1ro and seven each issue finally in the estab-

1: Ibid:, pp. 706-707. 
2. E. B. Pusey, Daniel the Prophet, p. 69. 
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lisliment of the Kingdom of God. Pusey conceives of tl~is Eingdom in 

both the tem:poral sense as ma¢fested by church histor>J, and in the 

ulti!l1Cl.te eschatologica.l sense.l 

b. Daniel 7:9-14 

The v:Lsion of the Ancient of Day~? corresponds to the stone 

which smashes the giant image in chapter 2. Ho·wever, the stone repre-

sents the beginning of ·the Kingdom of God, v1hile the vision of the 

Ancient of Days speaks of the Kingdom in its final triumph. Here is 

the pict,ure of. the subjugation of the last rebellion of man to the 

Kingdom of God. Pusey says that at :present we can not point out its 

fulfillment since uhe end is not ~' but we can at least recognize its 

harmony and oneness with the Gospel.2 The v:i.sion ends YI:l.th the end of 

time, the destruction of all human power, and the establishment of the 

everlasting Kingdom of Christ. 

c. Dan:Lel 8 

In contrast to the preceding visions, the vision of chapter 8 

has no connectioi_l yJi th the Kingdom of God, the coming of Christ, or the 

end of the world. Pusey takes the ram to represent the empire of Uedo-

Persia and the he-goat as representing the Macedonian empire. The not-

able horn betvreen the eyes of the he-goat prefigures Alexander the Great. 
r 

The. division of AleY.E.nder 1s kingdom is represented b3r the four notable 

horns vrhich arise after the destruction of the first large h.?rn. There. 

then·. arises a little horn from one of the four notable ones. This is 

fulfilled ·in Antiochus Ephiphanes, yfho .is quite separate from the little 

l; Ibid•, p; 64. 
2. Ibid., P• 84. 
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horn of chapter 7, as w·ell as from the Antichrist in chapter 11. This 

latter Antichrist still ayraits a final fulfillment and is partially 

described by Paul in II Thessalonians, chapter 2.1 

d. Daniel 9 

Pusey states that the time at -vihich to begin counting the 

seventy weeks of years is at the co1lliY'ission to Ezra in the seventh 

year of Artaxerxes Longimanus, 1~57 B.C. The seven vreeks of years plus 

the sixty-t1.-ro weeks of _y~ars add up to a total of 483 :.rears. 'l'he bap

tism of Christ at 27 A.D. would correspond to the end of the 483 years, 

·,-:hich is the time of Eessiah the Prince. The beginn-ing of Jesus 1 pub

lic ministry marks a confirming of the covenant. Pusey believes that 

Jesus 1 public ministry la.sted for about three and one half years. Thus 

1.-Iessiah was cut off after the sixty-nine ·weeks, and it ivas in the midst 

of the seventieth week that Christ caused the sacrifice and the oblation 

to cease at His death. The renBining three and a ~2lf years of the 

seventieth week mark the time, permps, during vrbi ch the Jevrs heard the 

Gospel before the beginning of the preach~_ng to the Gentiles ·which 

showed that the Gospel embraced the world. Pusey holds that verse 26b 

refers to the destruction of Jerusalem by the R.mr.E.ns in 70 A.D. 

J. The Use of Joel made by Pusey 

In his int.roduc-tion to the Book of Joel, Pusey say~ that the 

prophec~:r of Joel extends from his o1m day to the end of time. This is 

indicated in chapter 1:4, where it is said that judgment shall follo-r-r 

judgment. Pusey takes ~Ghis as ~e~e:r~n~ to the successive judgments 

. . . . . . 
l. Ibid., pp. 88-96. 
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i'fhich shall follow each other until the end of the viOrld.l 

a. Joel 2:28-3:2 

The pou.ring out of God1 s 9pirit -riE.s fulfilled at Pentecost, 

and the establishinent of the Church. ltegarding the cosmic disturbances 

vihich n;re foretold, Pl.:!.sey says that each revelation of God prepares the 

TIB.Y for another, until that last revelation of His love and of His 

m·ath in the Great Day. 2 These signs were partially fulfilled in the 

destruction of Jerusalem at ·which time cosmic signs are related by 

Joseph1;1s. Yet, they aTIE.it a final f-u.lfillment at the second coming of 

Christ. H.egarding. cl:mpter J3: 1, Pusey says: 

It is certain • • • that there shall be a complete conversion of 
the JeivS; before the end of the vrorld, as indeed has ahm.ys been 
believed. This sl1all proba.bly be shortly before the end of the 
world, and God would say here, 'iihen I shall have brought to an 
end the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem, i.e. of tn..at people to 
IThom were the promises, and shall have delivered them from the 
bondage of sin- and from blindness to light· and freedom in Christ, 
then vrl.ll I gather all nations to judgment~. t3 

The gathering of all n.<>tions in the valley of Jeh<;>shaphat may refer to 

Christ 1 s coJ!l.i.ng for judgment at Eis second coTP.i.ng. This valley is over-

shadowed by the rllount of Olives, and Pusey sl:lggests. that it may be 

there that ~Te shall meet the Lord in the air. 

b. Joel 3:7-6 

This propheC'IJ of a return of the children of Judah and J eru-

salem from captivity is intexJ.Jreted by the fact that the utterance is 

direct~d against Tyre and Sidon. Thus, it refers to a historical sit-

uation. There were d:i. fferent times ~-n. htsto r:r -,·zhen these nations car-

1 ~ E. B: Pusey, The ifinor Prophets, Vol. I, p. 146. 
2; Ibid;, p; 196~ 

3· Ibid., :9· 200. 
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ried avray captive the Je-rrs. The return of the Jevrs and the promised 

punisPJUent of ~;re and Sidon is seen in the ~isto~J of the Old Testa

ment times.l 

4. The Use of .r'\.mos 9:11-15 made by Pusey 

Pusey refers the promise of the Da-v.idic restoration to the 

establishment of the Church at the conting of Christ. Verse 12 indicates 

that the restored Israel of the future is to include Gentile as well as 

Je..,T, but in this passage no earthly kingdom is meant. The promises of 

agricultural plenty are to be taken as the great spiritual '9lessings 

under the Kingdom of Christ, vrhen all shall be above nature. The re-

sJGoration of Israel promised in verse 14 speaks not of their literal 

return to Palestine but of their spiritual :..~edemption in Christ. 2 

5. The Use of Zechariah 14 made by Pusey 

Pu.sey regardsZechari2.h 1)-J. as a uart of the book ;Thich speaks 

of that period which begins after ·the fo1.1!_1cling of the Church till the 

final conversion of the JeTrs and Gentiles. Regarding the chapter as a 

·whole, he states: 

It seems then probable that, like the kindred prophecy of Joel, 
l'G relates cbiefly to the time of the end, and that as our Lord 
unites the destruction of Jerusalem yJi th F-i s corning in the Day 
of Judgrnent, so here are u:ni ted that first destruction Tii th the 
last rebellion of man, in tho times of Anti-Christ.3 

Verse 2 speal~s of a universal strife ·which is to take place at the end 

of the 1Torld. God fir:;hting the nat:Lons, is a picture of the triu.rnph 

of l~ighteousness Trhich is to come when the pm·rer of evil is swlk into 

Hell and ·the liberty bought by. ChrisJG :through conquest of the enenv is 

. . . . . 
1~ Ibid:, p. 206. 
2: Ib:Lcl:, pp. 336-340. 
3. IE. B. Pusey, The Ei.nor Prophets, Vol. II, p. h4 7. 
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made perfect~ Verse h means that possibly our L<;>rd sb.all come to judge 

this ,_..rorld e.t the same spot from Ti'hence H~ arose. 'fhe rending of the 

i:Iounti of Ol; ves may or may not be l; teral. The escape of the Christians 

to Pella at the time of the destruction of Jerusalem is aslight image 

of the deliverance effected in this prophetic vierr of the end of the 

age.l 

6. Conclusion 

A study of the interpretation of selected Old Testament apoca-

lyptic passages by historical premillennialists reveals that the follovr-

ing events are foretold: 1) The rise and fall of vrorld empires prior to 

the coming of the Ii:essiah; their continuation after His corring, 2) H.e-

turn of Israel to Palestine from the Babylonian captivity, 3) Tribula-

tion of the Jews under Antiochus Epiphanes, h) First advent of Christ, 

including His public ministry, death, and resurrection, 5) Establishment 

of the New Testa.'ll.ent Church, the preaching of the Gospel, and the conver-

sion of the Gentiles, 6) The fall of earthly Jerusalem after the Jev~sh 

rejection of Chr-lst, 70 A.D., 7). The rising of the Antichrist before the 

return of Christ, 8) Last glorious conversion of Israel at or before the 

second coming of Christ, and their literal restoration to Palestine, 9) 

The visible coming of Christ upon the earth for judgment and the estab-

lisbraent · of His righteous Kingdom, 10) Complete restoration c£ the 

earth so that it becomes again the tabernacle of God vrlth men. 

C. Interpretation of the Apocalyptic Passages 
in the Gospels and Acts 

1. The Use of the Olivet Discourse made by Lange 

Lange says the intent of the whole discourse is to reveal to 

. . . . . . 
1. Ibid., P· h5o. 
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the di.sciples the signs of the approaching destruction of Jerusalem and 

the end of the vrorld, as vrell as the signs of His om1 glorious coming. 

Using an apocal;yptic style, Christ pictures the coming judgments in a 

series of three cycles, each of vrhich l"lictures the vrhole future but in 

such a way that. each successive cycle appro:x:il:lat,es more closely the fi~ 

nal catastrophe. Thus, cbapter 24:4-lh pictures the -v:rhole course of the 

vrorld as to its general characteristics up to the end. Verses 15 to 28 

of chapter 24 picture the destruct, ion of Jerusalem, vrhich prefigures 

the final jud~nent itself. Finallv, in chapter 24:29-44, the end of . - . 

the w·orld and the final ,judgment itself is described. The remainder of 

the discourse is devoted to a nuinber of parables and similitudes in 

vrhj_ch Christ pictures the judgment as it unfolds in an organic sucession 

of acts. Chapter 24:45-51 pictures the judgment upon the cler~y, while 

chapter 25:1-13 shoTIS the judgment upon the Church. 'l'he judgment upon 

the individual Church members is described in chapter 25:14-39· Finally, 

chapter 25:31-46 pictures the universal judgment of the vrorld.l 

a. filatthevr 21pl-lh 

This section is a sketch of last things to the end of the 

world. The disciples asking their question in verse 4 were sure that 

Christ's coming Yrould issue in the end of the world, but they failed to 

realize that the destruction of Jerusalem as foretold by Jesus TiaS it-

self a sign of the coming of Christ. This distinction should be kept 

in mind in interpreting the entire chapter. The coming of nhich the 

disciples ask refers to the Period of Hj_s last cowing in glor;y-. This 

Hparousia11 corresponds to the nepiphaneia11 of II Thessalonians 2:8, 

1. John Peter Lange, The Gospel according to JJa t thew, p. 1_~18. 
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both of which are in antithesis to the times of the hidden influence 

of Christ's reign through His Church. In the 11 end11 , Lange sees the 

germ of the expected millennarian Kingdom which vas mo:re fully devel

oped in Revelation 20. The fact that the 11 end11 should come suddenly 

does not keep it from embracing a period, the stages of which are 

clearly intimated in this and other apocalyptic passages.1 

In verse 5, the reference is not to specific signs of the 

destruction of Jerusalem but to general ones of the end of the world. 

The false Messiahs which are predicted appeared both before and after 

the destruction and included any who pretended to assume the place of 

Christ, even though they did not claim to be Christ Himself. So also 

the rJars and rumors of v.rars nmst refer to all ·wars d01m to the end of 

the age, of which there are many. The end referred to in verses 6, 13, 

and 14, is the end of the world. 2 

Verse 7 speaks of the political revolutions in the vrorld of 

nations, migrations of nations, risings, judgments, blendings, and new 

formations of peoples, "l'mich characterize the whole Gospel dispensation. 

The verses which follow, 8-12, predict the greater internal woes that 

are to be experienced throughout the Gospel age. It will be character-

ized by a dying out of true religion v;-:i..th the result that the love of 

the greater ma,jority of Christians vr.ill grow cold. After the Gospel 

has been preached for a testimony to· all nations, the end of the· world 

proper vr.ill take place.3 

b. liatthew 24:15-28 

These verses Lange considers as giving signs fore1varning the 

1. Ibid., p. 422. 
2. Ibid., pp. 422-423. 
3· Ibid., p. 424. 

. . . . . . 
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end of the vvorld. Verses 15-22 deal directly vvith the destruction of 

Jerusalem, while verses 23-28 speak of the New Testament erf!, of re

strained judgment. In the abomination of desolation (verse 15), Lange 

sees a prediction that the hated Roman eagles shall be set up about 

the holy city. This was to be a signal for flight from the city. T:bj_s 

flight was historically fulfilled in that a group of Christians fled to 

Pella in Peraea. Verses 16-20 describe fully the necessity for flight 

before the terrible destruction of Jerusalem. Regarding the shortening 

of the days (verse 22), Lange says: 

• • • the destruction of Jerusalem signified and 17aS the actual 
beginning of the end of the vrorld, inasmuch as it 1vas the judg
ment upon the Jevdsh people, 1n1ich fo1~s the counterpart of the 
vrorld 1 s judgment upon Christ, and because the heathen V'rorld 'V'JaS 

involved in the guilt and in the punishment of the Jewish world. 
Then those days are the days of the destruction of Jerusalem, as 
the days ort:D:e great preliminary judgment. Those days are, as 
days of judgment, represented as shortened • • • • Thus, then, 
the days of the New Testament dispensatJ.on, are, under the judi
cial point of view, or v~:L th reference to the judgment as already 
begun, modified days of judgment--a season of grace. To this 
points the conclusion, tno man vrould '6e savecil 1 Shortened--that 
is, in the divine counsel.l 

The 11 tote 11 of verse 23 points to the interval betvreen the 

first centlir"J destruction of Jerusalem and the end of the world, ma.king 

the remainder of this section refer to the New Testaiuent period of re-

strained judgment hinted at in the shortened days of verse 22. The 

false prophets predicted throughout the Church age are all who announce 

a new developBent or reform in the doctrine and life of the Church 

which is contrary to the teaching of the -~vord of God. Verse 26 points 

out that Christ is not identified -with any party or sectional interest, 

nor is Ee to be found in an e:h.-ternal Church vri.th its temporalities and 

. . . . . 
l. Ibid. , pp. h25-426. 
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glory. IJange says that -the lightning of verse 27 refers to the fiv.-al 

appearing of Christ -when He will manifest £:iimself by an unmi.stakeable 

bl~i.ghtness, raciiati.ng over the Tib.ole earth. Not only the suddenness of 

the_co:ming is meant but rather also His unmistakeable, fearful vlsi.bil-

ity.l 

c. l.Iatthevr 24: 29-L~L~ 

These verses deal with the appearance of the end of the ·world 

:itself. But in speaking of them as dealing Yrith the 11appearance11 of 

the end of the world, Lange is careful to Doi.nt out that it is or:J-y the 

beginning of the end which is the 11 parousia 11 or advent of Christ. The 

tribulation (verse 29) is that vrbich occurred during the days of re-

strained ,judgment under the Gospel dispensation. The verse further 

lists great cosmological disturbances v1hich are to be taken literally 

and ,Hhich prepare the -way for the sign of the Son of lz!an. The coming 

of the Son of man and the sending of His angels refers not to the final 

judgment but to His coming_ ·when He TJill establish I-Iis millennial reign 

upon the earth (vv. 30,31). Lange points out that the gathering of the 

elect refers to the first resurrection, as seen also :in I Thessalonians 

The parable of the fig tree is meant to state that ·rrhen the 

cosmological revoluti?ns mentioned in the preceding verses appear, the 

Lord 1-vill soon appear. The generation of verse 34 refers siruply to 

those wb.o are alive to lmow and discern the signs of F-i s coming. The 

verses that describe one person being taken and the other left are to 

be explained by verse 31, vn1ere_the.angel9 gather the elect at the out-

. . . . . . 
1: Ibid~, p. h26. 
2. Ibid., pp •. 427-h29. 
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set of the millennial reign.1 

d. Matthew· 24:4.5-2.5:46 

Lange divides this section into a series of four judgments 

rrhich follow upon the appear<:tnce of the end of the 7IOl1 ld, or the second 

cow.ing described in 24:29-44. Regarding these judgments, he states: 

This series of judgmeni;.s points to a period of the royal adminis
tration of Christ upon earth, which in the fuller eschatologi~l 
development of Rev. :i:X. is represented in the symbolical form of 
a thousand years kingdom. Thus, as the great crisis of the des
truction of Jerusalem u:.t1folds itself in"Go a period vrl:1ich closes 
only -..vith the appearance of Christ, so again- the_ crisis of the 
appearance of Christ is the germ of a period -r;hich is consurmuated 
in the general judgment and the end of the -..rorld. But the millen
Dial kingdom, is, in its totality, the great last day of separation 
and COSmical revolution, OUt of Trhich the present world Yrill issue 
in heavenly glorification.2 

(1) The Judgment of Church Leaders 

Matthew 2h:h.5-.51 sho1vs tl1at judgment- at the coming of Christ 

1T.ill begin upon those in office in the Church. Though the parable of 

the good and wicked servants applies to Christians generally, its con-

text sho1vs it to belong to eschatological instruction, as. it_introduces 

the series of specific judgments leading to the ultimate end.3 

(2) The Judgment of the Church as a Body 

The parable of the virgins _in Matthevr 25:1-13 is a picture of 

the judgment of the Church as a body. The Church in her aggregate ideal 

is the bride, and_ the members in their separation from the rorld are the 

virgins of Christ. The lea,ding idea of the parable is the readiness of 

the Church for the coming of Her Lord, and verse 13 makes it clear that 

the emphasis is not on the ble~st?dne1?s_o:f endurance to the end. The 

1: Ibid:, iJP. 429-430. 
2. Ibid~, p. 428. 
3· Ibid., p. 43.5· 
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division of the virgins into t·,'ro classes sig.ni.fies that at the time of 

the second coming part of the Church 1i.Lll be alive and part of it dead. 

The sleeping of the foolish virgins represen~s their entanglement 1i.Lth 

the vrorld o;rl.th its spirit of carnal security.l 

( 3) The Judgment of Indi. vidual Christians 

The parable of the talents in Matthew 2):14-30 indicates the 

retribution vihich -vrill come upon indi. vidual Christians at the time of 

the second advent.2 

(4) The Final Judgment 

lJiatthevr 2):31-46, the last passage in this series foretelling 

four judgments, ;;n."edicts a final judgment upon all nations • T'.ne judg-

ment here 9-escribed follo·ws a genera.l resurrection at the close of the 

millennium. The passage forms the conclusion of the Lord's coming. 

With th.is judgment the full and perfected judical age of the millennium 

is brought to a close. Lange says; 

Thus, as the first ;0arable (ch. xxiv. 45) mst be placed at the 
beginning of these thousand years, and the second and third ex
hibit the further developmen-t;. of the kingl,y, judicial administra
tion of Christ, this last judgment forms the great conclusion as 
it is eY~ibited in I Cor. A~• 24 and Rev. xx. 9.3 

Lange holds th<:'t the judgment spoken of here is both of Christians and 

non-Christians. However, he is not clear as to Trhether there 1i.Lll be 

people who ·will become Christians during the millennium. He does point 

out, hOT'i'ever, tba t this section presupposes the nominal evangeli21ation 

of the vmrld Tihich yJill necessarily follow from the second advent of 

Christ, since it uill force all nations into submission to His rule. 

L roid~, p'O. l.~37-h39. 
2: Ibid~, p~ l.Jt2: 
3· Ibid., D. J-1-h7. 
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2. The Use of Other Passages in the Gospels made by Lange 

a. Bat thew 10:23 

Lange sa;y-s that in interpreting this ~1assage we must not for-

get that it refers to a uarticular Bission on which the disciples were 

sent. Therefore, the passage is not basically eschatological but might 

be interpreted: 11 Till the Son of 111.an shall overtake you • 11 Yet the ex-

pression is also symbolical an?- applies to the Church, pointing fonrard 

to the second coming of Ghrist. It includes 0t the srune time the idea 

that the work of the d.:i:-sciples vT.i.ll be cut short by the impending de,.,:. 

struction of Jerusalem.l 

b. Matthew 16:27-28 

Lange says that this com:;_ng of the Son of man refers to the 

second advent. 'l'his co111.ing vrill involve His being the foonder of a new 

,:mrld and the center and author of the new creation. His coDing is not 

merely to execute judgment. In stating that some standing there should 

not taste death till they saw the Son of man coming in His ldngd.om, 

Jesus vras refering to another phase of His advent--that ·which concerned 

the glory of His ldngdom v.d.thin the circle of His disciples. He spoke 

of the a:oproaching victory of the resurrection v.~ich should issue from 

Fis passion.2 

c. John 5:25-29 

Verses 25-27 refer to a spirit,ual rising from the dead as 

evidenced by the fact that they are governed by the pln~ase: 11 and now 

is . 11 But verses 28-29 speak of the future bodily resurrection of the 

1: Ibid., p. 192. 
2. Ibid., D. 304. 



dead. The subject in this passage is the ge1eral resurrection~ As 

such it would include the first resurrection of Revelation 20. Lange 

indicates that Christ here looks at the resurrection of the righteous 

and the vri.cked in terms of the general fact and does not indicate its 

two phases.l 

d. Joh.'1 6:39-hO 

Jesus states that He ~Jill raise at the last day all that has 

been given Him. Here again Lange says that it is not specifically the 

first resurrection "'nhich is intended. By the 11 last day11 Christ means 

the ·whole period of judgment and resurrection y,"h.ich extends from the 

second coming and its accompanying first resurrection to the general 

resurrection.2 

e. John lh:3 

This promise of Jesus to come again and receive unto Himself 

His own is interpreted by La.nge in a comprehensive way, maldng the 

coming t<? include the work of Christ from the resurrection to the last 

judgment. The cow~ng of Jesus includes a coming into the lives of the 

disciples by His Word, the Sacrament, and the Holy Spirit, a coming 

for them in receiving them into heaven at their death, and P.ct.s final 

coming at the second advent. In all these ways Christ takes His people 

to be vii th Himself. 3 

3· The Use of Acts made by Alford 

a. Acts 1:11 

The promised return of Christ. in the same manner in vrhich He 

l. Jolm.feter·.M.nge, The Gospel according to Jolm, D. 192 
2: Ibid~, p: 220~ 
3. Ibid., p. 436. 
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ascended is to be taken literally and not merely as expressing certain

ty. Alford does not say when this coming of Christ shall occur.1 

b. Acts 3:21 

The restoration of all things promised here.refers to the 

period or time of the ~estoration and not only to the moment when it 

begins or is completed. 2 Thus, the passage might be said to.refer to 

the total eschatological process following the second advent. 

c. Acts 17:31 

Alford does not elaborate. as to 1'1hen the judgment of the 

~CJOrld foretold here vD;.ll take place. He points out that the judgment 

consists in the judge, Jesus Ch~~ist, 1n1o is its vehicle and expression.3 

4. Conclusion 

A summary of Lange and Alford1 s interpretation of the major 

apocq.lyptic passages of the Gospels and Acts shovvs the following elements 

and events to be foretold: 1) The spiritual resurrection of believers at 

their acceptance of Christ, 2) The destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D., 

a type of the end of the vrorld, 3) Progress of the Clmrch age vd.th po-

litical and social upheavals, the d~ring out of true religion, and the 

arising of false :Messiahs, 4) A time of tribulation in the period of 

restrained ,judgment of the Gospel era, 5) Great cosmological disturb-

ances as signs of the second corning of Christ, 6) 'l'he personal return 

of Christ to the earth to set up His millennial Kingdom, 7) A time of 

judgment upon the total ChU2~ch at the ~o~ng of Christ, 8) The final 

. . .. 
L Henr<j Alford,. The Greek Testa;;1ent, Vol. II, p. 5. 
2; Ibid~, P• 39. 
3 • Ibid. ' p. 199 . 



judgment follovr.ing the general resurrection at the close of the millen-

nium, 9) A restoration of all things in terms of the total eschatolog-

ical process. 

D. Interpretation of the Apocalyptic Passages 
- in the Epistles 

1. The Use of Romans made by Lange 

a. Romans 2:5 

In ·t.his passage the apostle is ·warning against the v'II'ath of 

God wh..i.ch is ready to burst forth upon impenitent men. Lange cites 

James 5:3 in this connection, where. judgment is foretold for those who 

heap up treasures for the last days. Ever-y- catastrophic judgment vrbich 

God g~ves s~cceeds a period of longsuffering and is called a day of 

T>irath. Each s\1-ch act of ,judgment is a prelude to the last day of con-

summated vr.cath. Though God judges emphatically tJ;rrough all periods of 

tiTTle, His judgment has special times of unveiling. This passage speaks 

in the final analysis of the time of final judgment which shall be intro,

duced beginning at the second coming of Christ.l 

b. .aornans 8:18-23 

The creation which shall be restored ref~rs basically to the 

creature life vrhich can earnestly groan and expect. The revelation of 

the sons of God s"b.all be at the ti,ne of the coming of Christ. Just as 

there Tras a correspondence of nature and the_ human vrorld in the state 

of fall 2.nd decay ref?ulting from sin, so there v-iill also be a corres-

ponding delieYerance. The physica~ vrorld which suffered in man t s fall 

l. John Peter Lange and F. R. Fay, The Epistle of Paul to the Ho1112.ns, 
l). 96. 
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nmst also share in his redemption. Just when in ~he oi vine program this 

redemption 1vill be realized, I,ange does not state. However, he does give 

as a cross reference L:Iatthew 25:31, vrbich ~n his system speaks of the 

last judgment at the end of the millenniu..t''il..l 

c. Romans 11 

Paul in t}1..is cha.pter deals with the problem of Israel's re-

,jection of the Gospel. By the fulness of the Gentiles the apostle has 

in vie;;; an organically d;ynamic totality of the heathen worl<;l, that is, 

the totality of the C':rentiles as nations, not as individuals. 2 Israel, 

taken literally as a nation, is yet to be saved. 'l'his means neither 

isolated e:xam.Dles nor total number rrithout exception. Lange suggests 

tl1at the wajn nart of Israel as a nation may return to Palestine, but 

he definitely rejects the ide.;;; of the establishment of a special Jevri.sh 

Church with Old Testainent features. 

2. The Use of Corinth:Lans made by Godet 

a. I Corinthians 15:20-2h 

Godet sees in this passage, aside from the resurrection of 

Christ, t1m other resurrections. In verse 23 the apostle speaks of a 

Syecial resu-rrection in Trhich only true believers will participate. The 

time of the advent of Christ vdll effect a division betvreen true and false 

members of the Church, for only the true ones rJill be raised at Christ's 

coming. The 11 then 11 beginning verse 24 implies a :9eriod of time bet·ween 

the advent and the 11 end11 • The 11 end11 here designates the end, absolutely 

speald.ng. Between the advent and the ~'eudn ;;rill occur the millennial 

1~ Ibid., p. 286. 
2. Ibid., p. 370. 

. . . . . . 



-56-

reign of Christ upon the earth. The reign has as its objeyt the des-

truction of all opposing pm·rers re:me.ining after the advent. This Mes-

sianic Kingdom vr.ill f:inally issue in a g~neral resurrection which shall 

inaugurate the last judgment and the end.l 

b. I Corinthians 15:51-53 

These verses give further information concerning the resurrec-

tion. Godet says that the resurrection here mentioned is that vihich 

7rlll occur before the millennial Kingdom, and aga..in includes only the 

righteous. Those that, shall be changed are all believers alive at the 

time of the second coming.2 

3· The Use of Thessalonians, 'Eimoth,y, 2.nd Peter made by Alford 

a. I 'Ehessalonians 3: 13 

Alford says thc:d:. the com:i_ng of Jesus -;lith His saints mentioned 

here mec.ns that both angels and the spirits of the just ,,,;ill accompany 

Christ at His coming.3 

b. I Thessalonians 4:13-17; 5:2 

Alford sho·:JS tb2:t the Thessalonians vrere dj_stressed about the 

state of the dead in Christ, supposing that the dead had lost i:,he great 

oppo:ctuni ty of standing before Clu~ist at His coming. Paul shows the 

Thessalonians that they should not be u:r:easy over those who had fallen 

2.sleep before ·the coming of the Kingdom. Verse lh refers to the resur-. ' 

rection of the Christian d.ead, and none else. All these shall rise, 

after -;Th:Lch the saints o;;ill rise to meet the Lord as He descends to the 

earth. Alford 1)0ints out that this cmning of Christ is to be follovred 

l. F. C-odet, Commentary on St. Paul 1 s Fil~st .Boistle to the Corint,hians, 
Vol •. II, .PP• 356-364. 

2: Ibid., p. 436. 
3. Henr-..1 Alford, rL'he Greek Testament, Vol. III, p. 26 7. 
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by His setting up t,he Kingdom upon the earth.l The day of the Lord 

mentioned in I Thessalonians 5:2 is the same as the com.i.ng of' the Lord 

to set up I-T-is reign on earth described in cbapter h. 

c. II Thessalonians 2:1-12 

The ~rhes salonians were giving an undue emph2.sis upon Paul 1 s 

teaching regarding the second coming, 1Tlth the result that their minds 

were unsettled even to the extent of leav.j-1?-g their daily employments in 

anticipation of the com-Lng reign of C:hrist. Alford says that Paul INrote 

th.i.s e-oistle to TI13.ke it clear to the Thessalonians that though they 

should e:x;:pect the day of Christ, they shou~_d realize that its coming 

awaited a course and development of events. Though this de~elopment 

Tras alre~dy in progress, tl).e corning of the Lord would not take place 

until it vras fully ripened. 2 

This prophecy of thE? coming of the man of sin avraits fulfill-

ment in a personal Antichrist. Alford recognizes that such po1rers as 

the Romcm empire, Mohammed, Napoleon, the Papac-y, and the Roman Church 

prefigure the man of sin w-ho is yet to come in a full prophetic sense 

immediately before the coming of the Lord. Just before the second com-

ing there vdll occur the great apostacy ....-rl1ich h:ts }:l..ad but partial ful

fillment in the Papacy, Hoha.nnnedanism, Mormonism, and the like. 3 

d. II Timothy 3 :1 

Alford says that the period referred to in this passage v._rhich 

predicts bad times in the last clays is that immediately preceding the 

coming of the Lord. Yet these last days even at Timothy's time are on 

. . . . . . 
1~ Ibid., D· 276. 
2: Ibid:, Prolegomena, p. 53. 
3· Ibid., Prolegomena, pp. 67,68. 



their -:ray, Yr.i. th the premoni toi"'J symptoms already appearing .1 

e • II Tirilot l:w 4: 1 

Alford uoints out that Christ 1 s appe~ring and His Kingdom 

1m1st not be taken as refering to the same time. The appearing speaks_ 

of His coming at vrhich we vr.i.ll_ stand before H:Lm.. It is in His Kingdom 

that we hope to reign 1·rith Him. 2 

f. II Peter 3:10-13 

The formation of the new heavens and the new e~rth pictures 

the positive results for the Church in the day when t,he heavens 1Tlll 

be dissolved and the elements w-111 melt. Alford gives as cross refer-

ences to this passage Ifutthevr 24: 29, vrhich both he and Lange refer to 

the second com:i.ng, and Revelation 21:1, -rrhich both he and Lange believe 

speaks of the final new Jerusalem after the millennial reign.3 

4. Conclusion 

The interpretation of major apocalyptic passages in the epis

tles by historical prem:illenn:ial:ists contributes the follo1T.i.ng predicted 

events: 1) The period of final judgment beginning at the second coming 

of Christ, 2) The salv~t:ion of Israel literally as a nation after the 

fulness of the Gentiles bas come in, 3) The arising of a personal Anti-

christ at the close of the Church age, of whom there have been types 

throughout history, 4) The great apostacy prior to the second cowing, 

of vrh:ich there have been partial fulfillments :in histOI"'J, 5) The doc-

trine of tTro resurrections--oJ?.e of be~i<?vers at the second coming and 

1: Ibid~, P• 390. 
2~ Ibid., P• 398. 
3· Henr-y- Alford, The Greek 'festament, Vol. IV, p. 418. 
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a second comprising the rest of the dead at the close of millenial 

reign, 6) The restoration of the physical world as it shares in the 

redemption of man, 7) The formation of a new heavens and a new earth. 

E. Interpretation of the Revelation of John 

1. The Basic Approach 

Lange says that the basic theme of the Apocalypse is the near 

advent of Christ a~ the end of the world, which vd.ll reveal perfectly 

the Kingdom of God. The truths of the second coming are considered in 

such a -~.ray as to edify the Christian Church. 'l'he Revelation is devel

oped as a great Divine vreek of a second creation, 211d thus its charac

teristic number is seven. There are seven churches, seven seals, seven 

trumpets, seven thunders, seven heads of Antichrist, seven vials of 

wrath, e.nd e. seventh Day vrhich ~s the <1erfect revelation of the Seven 

Spirits in the glo:dfied Christ. The apoc2.lypse is di-vided into tvro 

parts: the course of the uorlcl to the end, chapters 1-11, and the course 

of the world in ·the end, chapters 12-21. Lange points out that t.he in

eli vldual items of the septenar;-y do not fol:).ow one another chronologi

cally to form different historical periods. :Rather, the incli vidual vi

sions are invariably ~;ictures of the norld 1 s ;.Yhole course and are char-

acteristic of this course in its various aspects and ~~ru1ucal relations. 

Even S?, there is a cont-inuou~ advance to:ward the goal of the coming of 

Christ. Thus, the se2.ls are more eschatological than the seveJ:?. ch1..1.rches; 

the ti'Uli\Pets are more eschatological than the seals, and so on.l 

1. John Peter Lange, The Revelation of John, p. 81. 
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2. The Use of the Various Passages by Lange 

Lang~' s interpretation of the main centers of the Apocaly-pse 

will be stated. It should be noted that Lange places the material of 

chapters 11:1.5-13:18 under the septena17 dealing Yr.ith ·the seven heads 

of Antichrist, . w[l.ile chapters ll~-:-l-20: 1.5 are centered about the seven 

vials of vn:'ath. Chapter 21 introduces the seventh Day. 

a. The Seven Letters 

Lange says that the letters to the seven Churches are not to 

be thought of as introductory to the Apocal;y-pse. Rather, they are pro-

phetic and constitute the first part of the book, forming a foundation 

for the prophec;y-. The pictures of the churches as ~Jresented are pro-

pheq.c of the churchly- conditions c:.fhich shall be found to the end of 

time. Yet, there is a sense in "\Thich EyJhesus does represent the apo::;-

tolic church, and Laodicea pictures the church at the end of the age. 

JJange summarizes his vievr thus: 

YJe can affirm -rr.i th certainty. t})Et "!Jhe seven life-pictures are con
tinued side· by side throm;h all ages_ of the Church; no"\Y one, and 
now another, predominating; • • • • There have been illustrations 
of the figure of Jezebel in all ages. And vrere there no Philadel
phia in the very last time, ·where Tmuld the Lord find His Bride? 

b. The Seven Seals 

The twenty-four elders in chapter ~~ are the ideal representa-

tives of the Old and Hew Testament theocracy. The book w[lj_ch is given 

to the Lamb in chapter 5 contains the bistoi'"'J of the world. The seven 

seals which are opened by the Lamb represent the course of the vrorld t s 

history from the time of Jol"L."'1 until the end of the ·,Torld. 'l'he first 

five seals are synchronous and.not consecu·tive in the order of their 

. . . . . . 
l. Ibid., p. 139. 
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unfolc?ing. Seals one through four present the human hi.stoi'"'J of the 

Trorld. The first rider is Christ who supercedes and heads all history. 

The follovling three ~~iders represent v~ar, hunger, and death, which 

plague human history. The fifth seal shows that martyrdom is at the 

core o:f the Trorld' s spiritual history dovm. through the Christian cen-

turies. The opening of the sixth seal represents the begin .. ':ling catas

trophe of the final judgment in the second advent of Christ.l 

c. The Seven Trumpets 

The key to the interpretation of chapter 7 is the fact that 

it is a part of a larc;er whole, chapters 7-9, vrrri.ch represent the es-

sential form of the l:Ustor-y- of the Church in this uorld in respect to 

its spiritual aspect. The sealing of the 1L0.~,000 in chapter 7, and the 

gather~ng of the great multitude represent a 11 hea-ven picture 11 of the 

Church. Tbese eyents shou~d not be regarded as an episode in the struc

ture of the book. The 14h,OOO are a ~?icture of the Church of Christ 

JP.ilitant throughout the Christian era. The great innumerable nru.ltitude 

represents the Church T-.ciumphant in glor-y-. There it increases every 

instant by the arrival of those who die in the Lord and are coming out 

of great tribulation.2 

The ·t,ru.mpets, vrhis::h follow the opening of the seventh seal, 

are divided into two groups. The first four picture the predoulinant 

spiritual sufferings of the Cl"n~rch throughout its history under the 

figure of sufferings of nature. The last three trumpets foretell the 

great demonic sufferings of the Church Jlilitant by means of figures of 

nature perverted into unnaturalness.3 

. . . . . . 
1: Ibid~, PJ?• 165-167. 
2: Ibid:' PP• 182-184. 
3· Ibid.' P• 197. 
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d. The Seven Thunders 

'l'he section from chapter 10:1-11:14 is transitional to the 

second part of the book. The vision of the mighty angel of chapter 10 

. and that of the tuo Y.ritnesses of chapter 11:1-14 form a bridge leading 

to the consUJDIIk'ltion described in cha.pter 11:15-22:.5. 'rhe seven sealed 

thunders betoken a new revelation and advance of the Kingdom of God, 

just as ~he thu_~ders of Sinai indicated a great reform in God 1 s dealing 

with men. 'l'he strong angel stands in the same relation to the second 

coming as the angel of tJ:.e Lord in the Old Testament stood in respect 

to Christ 1 s first advent. The little boolc Yrhich John eats is that of 

the vrorld1 s end and the revelation of the events of the approaching 

end of the vrorld.l 

The temple of chapter 11 represents_the true Church whose 

pilg-.dmage is represented c:>.s forty-tv.ro months. The tv.ro vrl.tnesses re-

present the Christian Church 2nd the Christian State, whose Tid. tness v411 

be cut off near the end of the age by the forces of Antichristiani ty. 

Their resurrection s;ymbolizes the gathering of the Bride of Ch..l~ist from 

the unl?elieving v.rorld, which shall take place at the second coming of 

Christ. The hour of their glorification becomes one of judgment on 

the vrorld.2 

e. The ~Toman and the Dragon 

In the vision of chapter 12, Lange interprets the vromar: as 

being the Old and New Testament Church of God in undivided unity. The 

man child represents Christ -vrho i'Ia.S exalted in His resurrection and 

ascension, a fact expressed in.tl).e_f:j_gq.r<? of being caught up to the 

1: Ibid~, p. 217. 
2. Ibid., P· 226 

. . . ~ . . 
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throne of God. The 1rilderness to which the vroman flees is the renun-

ciation of the world by the New Testament Church. The vrar in heaven 

represents the banishment of Satan from the inner spiritual life of the 

Church Triumphant and the consequent freedom of. the invisible Church on 

earth. The 1, 260 days represent a period of uninterrupted days of work.l 

f. The ~vo Beasts 

In chapter 13, the beast which arises out of the sea represents 

the God-opposed, Antichristian world po·wer. Lange states: 

One-sided therefore, is the interpretation of the Beast as pagan 
Rome; and equally one-sided is the application of it to papaiiiTITris
tian Rome. The import of the figure, undoubtedly, does not gravi
tate bacl<:t;•rard to heathen Rome, but in accordance with its escr..ato
logical tenden~J, fon·rard to Christian Rome.2 

The beast from the earth represents personified hypocrisy, hollovmess, 

and reprobacy, in religion. This master of false prophecy is yet to 

come.3 

g. The 144,000 

The 144,000 mentioned in chapter 14 present a proleptical 

celebration of the final judgment by the Church Triumphant. The Church 

is represented in a preliminary state of spiritual consummation, and 

Mount Zion represents the real state of God in its consummation. The 

harvest of the grain and the vintage which follovr are two pictures of 

the actual judgment at the coming of Christ. Lange suggests that the 

harvest grain may represent the ingathering of the righteous, 1mile the 

vintage represents the judgment of the vvicked follovving that ingathering.4 

1. Ibid., pp. 236-238. 
2. Ibid., p. 265. 
3· Ibid., P· 258. 
h. Toid., pp. 277,278. 

. . . . . . 
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h. The Seven Vials 

The seven vials are a picture of the collective judgment o£ 

the world in general. This is the final judgment, and unlike that of the 

seventh seal and seventh trumpet, it does not lead to a new series o£ 

judgments. Lange does not interpret the plagues literally, but sho·ws 

how they bring out the concept of a total judgment of the ·world. B-:r 

the great city of chapter 16:19, Lange understands an ideal city which 

embraces all Antichristianity in both the occident and the orient.l 

i. The Harlot and the Beast 

Lange regards the Harlot in chapter 17 as distinguished from 

the general Babylon of chapter 16:19 and yet related to it as a final 

expression of Babylon's last historical culmination. The beast in chap-

ter 17 is identical vdth the Beast £rom the sea of chapter 13 and repre-

sents the Antitheocratic and Antichristian organ of Satan. The Harlot 

is further to be identified w.i. th the vroman of chapter 12, and as such, 

she represents the fallen Church 1rith especial reference to the papacy.2 

Whereas chapter 17 gives an ideal heaven picture of the fall of Babylon, 

chapter 18 describes that same fall proleptically as actual judgment 

taking place on earth. 

j. The Second Coming 

This passage of chanter 19:11-21 is divided into tvm sections. 

Verses ll-16 give an ideal heavenly picture of the victory over the 

Beast. There is an undefined period of time ·which elapses bet·ween the 

destruction of the Harlot and the second coming of Ghrist. Verses 17-21 

. . . . . . . 
1. Ibid., p. 303. 
2. Ibid., p. 306. 
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give an earthly picture of the parousia of Christ for judgment upon 

and victory over the Beast. Thus, chapter 19 records the actual co~ 

ing of Christ to set up His millennial reign.l 

k. The Millennium 

Chapter 20:1-5 gives a picture of the millennial Kingdom 9,11d 

continues the earthly picture begun in clw~ter 19:17-21. Satan loses 

fi..is foothold vdthin the hi.ll1"..an race vr.i.th the destruction of the Beast. 

The angel casts him into the abyss and entirely shuts off Satanic in-

fluences from men for the time of the thousand years. The purpose of 

shutting him up is that he shall not prematurely seduce the heathen 

·which remain after the parousia and who constitute the old border of 

the new 1mrld tbat is in the process of becoming. The positive side of 

the w..illennial Kingdom has three features: 1) There is the first resur- · 

rection, which includes the marty-.cs of the last time and all the other 

saints of the ages as vrell as those alive who shall be changed at the 

parousia. 2) There is the first judgment of restitution. Regarding this, 

Lange says: 

If. v~ consider that the judgment upon the Antichristian host has 
already been held, and that the last judgment upon the last revolt 
. • • cannot be anticipated, there results, as a J.Tliddle domain of 
jud~nent an instructio~ and discipline exercised by Heaven upon 
the human race, as extant at the parousia, and thus sharing in the 
coslTiical metamorphosis.2 

3) Finally, there is the first period of living and reigning Tri th Christ 

in the gloi'-.f of a spiritual life which organizes earth for its union 

¥Iith heaven. ~ange believes that the saints Tr.ill live upon the earth 

in bodily form. 

l; Ibid;, pp. 131-133· 
2. Ibid., P• 345. 

. . . . 
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Lange regards the prophecy of the :millennium as a great pearl 

of Christian truth in that it throrre light on a series of difficult 

Christian conceptions. In the first place, it shovrs that the Last Day 
- ' 

of scripture expands into a Divine Day of 1000 years in a ~smbolical 

sense as representing a specific aeon. Secondly, it gives us an under-

standing of the catastrophe vihich is to divide t-ime and eternity--the 

vrorld of becoming and the world of consunnnation. The contrast between 

time and eternity is harmonized by a tran~ition period in peri'ect ha.r-

many 1'rith the laws of natural development. Furthermore, it mediates 

the fact of the resurrection b~f. sho1ring there is a first resurrection 

before the generc>.l resurrection. Believers are blossoms of the general 

resurrection, a whole age in advance of the remainder of manldnd.l 

l. The Last Hevolt of Evil 

At the close of the millen_'flial reign, Sata,n -will be loosed 

to test the obedience and Christianity of the nations in a fiery test-, 

ai'ter they have long enjoyed the blessings of the parousia of Christ. 

This is predicted in Revelation 20:6-10. TI1ese nations shall then go 

to battle against the saints, and thus, those -who have partaken of the 

first resurrection will fight against foes belonging to this earthly 

life. The battle takes place about the_beloved city, 7rhich Lange does 

not identify vrith the earthly Jerusalem. Heaven intervenes in behalf 

of the beleaguered city,and Satan is sent to his eternal doom.2 

m. The Final Cons~~tion 

After the destruction.of Satan, there follows the final con-

L loid., P•. 343 • 
2. Ibid., PP• 355-358. 
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summa:t.ion foretold in chapters 20: l~-22: 5. There is a general resur-

rection of all the rest of the dead. These are judged, after ·which 

death and :b..ades are destroyed. True Christians are not judged here, 

since by the first resurrection they are exempted from judgment. It 

is at this judgment that ~he old world ends and the nevr world appears 

in a heavenly development.l The ;;dcked are sent to eternal damnation 

in the lake of fir~, vrh.i..le the righteous inhabit eternally the renewed 

and purified earth. Lange takes the holy city in 21:9ff. to be a lit

eral habitation of the redeemed on the renenred earth. 2 

3· Conclusion 

A study of Lange 1 s commentary on l1evelation sho>-rs the follov-r-

ing basic elements to be present in his apocalyptical scheme: 1) The 

descriptio!). of the condition of the Church in the world throughout the 

Gospel era, 2) Prediction of the course of the world's physical and 

spiritual l1istor"J up to the second coming, 3) Great suffering of the 

Church at the hand of secular and religious powers prior to the second 

coming, l.i.) The rise of great lmtichristian povrers before the second 

coming, .5) 'rhe second coming of Ghrist to set up His millennial reign 

on the earth; the first resurrection, 6) The mille11.nium, a period s;ym-

bolically expressed as 1000 years in vrhich Satan is bound and Ghrist 

rules the nations of the earth, 7) A loosing of Satan at the end of 

the 1000 years; his last revolt and destruction, 8) The general resur-

rection and the last judgment of all the ·wicked dead, 9) The establish-

ment of the new· heavens and the nevr eartl}-, the holy city of God, in 

vrhich the redeemed shall dvrell e~ernally. 

1: lbid:, p. 360. 
2. Ibid., D. 380. 
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F. Summary of the Viewpoint of Representative 
Non-dispensational Premillennialism 

The purpose of tb-i s section is t::J su-:-.:marize the eschatologi-

cal v:i.e·wpoint of historical premille~ialisn as found in the apocaly_:?-

tic passages which have been e:x:a2nined.. The events foretold rr.i.ll be 

listed in 2. general chronological order, but cons:Lderc>.tion r:mst be 

1na.de for the ov-erlapping of simultaneous events. The follovring repre-

s~nts a s:ynthesis of the vle'.'rpoint presented in this chapter: 

l. The restoration of Israel frou,_ Babylor1i::m captivLty. 

2. 'l'he tribulation of the Jews at the hands of Antiochus Epiphanes. 

3. The rise and fall of 1aorld empires prior to and subsequent to the 

first coming of Christ. 

4. Cln1 ist 1 s first coming, including His nlinistr-j", death, and resurrec-

J..• 
v~on • 

.5. The Olivet discourse on the fall of Jerusalem, the course of this 

age, and Christ's second coming. 

6. Tl1e spiritual resur1 ... ection of believers at their a.cce~otance of Clrrist. 

7. The establishment of the Hevr Testament Church, the preaching of JGhe 

Gospel, .:mel the conversion of the Gentiles. 

8. Il ·t,ime of great tribulation for tl1e Cl1urcl1 before the close of tl1e 

Gospel age. 

9. The great apostacy from the faith prev-ious to the second coming. 

10. The arising of the Antichrist before the return of Christ. 

ll. The glorious conversion and national restoration of the Jews at or 

before His coming. 

12. The s~cond advent of Christ to the earth to set up His rnillennial 

reign. 

13. The first resurrection, i.e., all dead believers are raj_sed and li v-
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ing believers are changed; the judgment of all believers. 

14. The millennial reign of Christ on earth, symbolically eXlJressed 

as 1000 years. Satan bound, Ch:rist rules the nations of the earth. 

1.5. The loosing of Satan at the end of the wille:hnium, his rebellion 

and destruction. 

16. The general resurrection of all the rest of the dead for the final 

judgment and consigning of ,,;icked to eternal pu...'1ishment. 

17. The establishment of the new heavens and the new earth in which the 

redeemed dvrell eternally. 

In this chapter the interpretation of mc.jor apocal~otic pas~ 

sages of the Scriptures by historical premillenni2.lists vms presented. 

The method of procedure TJaS to record the interpretation of selected 

passages in the Old Testa."'lent prophets~ the Gospels and Acts, the Nevr 

Testament epistles, and the ~~~evelation. The basic prophetic events 

vrere then set dorm in a concise synJGhetic form to -oresent a total -oic

ture of a representative historical pre!n:i.llennial view. 
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CHA.PTER III 

Al\f EVALUA'l'ION OF WLELLENIIJIALISM 
ANTI NON-DISPENSATIONAL PREMILLENNIALISIVI 

A. Introduction 

The preceding cl1apters have presented the interpretation of 

the major apocalyptic passages of Scripture by John Calvin, an amillen-

nialist, and by a group of representative non-dispensational premillen-

nialists. The method of procedure in this chapter vdll be to compare 

the interpretations of the various passages as presented in the preced

ing two chapters, bringing out vmat seems to the author to be the strong 

and the vreak points of each view under consideration. The findir:gs of 

such a comparison should present a valid basis for dravrlng a conclusion 

~egarding the acceptability of the basic eschatological viev~considered 

in this study. 

B. Evaluation of the Interpretation of the Old Testament Prophets 
by CalVin, Nagelsbach, and Pusey 

1. Use of Isaiah made by Calvin and Nagelsbach 

a. Isaiah 2:2-.5 

According to Lange's interpretation of Hevelation 20, the 

millennial age will end -vdth a revolt against the rule of Christ in the 

form of a war. Nagelsbach hints that this passage avaits fulfillment 

on the earth before the eternal state. But this passage gives no sug-

gestion that the age described will end in a great -vvar. In fact, it 

specifically states that the nations shall learn ivar no more. The con-

version of the nations in this passage is a deep spiritual experience, 
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a fact vrhich v.rould militate against their revolt at the end of the age 

described here. Calvin and Nagelsbach agree that the passage has its 

first fulfillment in the New Testament Church. The description of the 

rie·w· heaven and the new earth in Revelation 21 is in such literal terms 

that Calvin is not over spiritualizing the passage by seeing its ful-

fillment in the eternal state. 

b. Isaiah 11:10-16 

This passage speaks of both the 11nations 11 and 11 Israel11 • 

Calvin's application of the passage to only the New Testa.llent Church 

does not do justice to these terms in the passage. Nagelsbach's view 

tl1at the passage speaks of a future salvationl of Israel as ~ nation 

is in harmony with this context. That a literal restoration of Israel 

to Palestine is predicted here is possible, especially in the light of 

vrorld events in the last three years. But just as the literal restor-

ation of Israel is possible in this age, so also is their salvation. 

The possibility of a future millennium is unrelated to the fulfillment 

of this passage. 

c. Isaiah 49:14; 51:1-8; 52:1-4 

Calvin again considers that tD2re is no distinction bet1veen 

the Jew and Gentile in these passages, but thatnzion11 covers them both. 

In Isaiah 51:5 the prophet makes it clear that he is talking to the 

. . . . 
1. It must be made clear that by the salvation of Israel there is not 

indicated a national restoration to Palestine after which the Old 
Testament Levitical system of sacrifice is set up, and Israel shall 
once more become an Old Testament theocracy separate from the Chris
tian Church. This is the interpretation of dispensational prem:i.llen
nialism and is to be totall,y rejected. In future references through
out this study to the salvation, restoration, or conversion of Israel 
all that is meant is that the Jewish nation shall yet a:acept Christ 
as their Saviour. It is true that there is only one Church of Christ, 
and Jew and Gentile are united in Him (Ephesians 2:11-22). 



-73-

JevJS as a nation and tells them that the isles, i.e., the heathen, 

will accept the lavr w'nich shall go forth from God. But nothing is 

said of the Jevr.ish nation accepting the Gospel. Thus, Nagelsbach seems 

to be correct in stressing the fact that the Jevre, not having accepted 

the Gospel vr.i th the Gentiles, still stand in a unique rela t.ion to the 

Gospel. 'll11ether Nagelsbach is correct in hinting that the union of 

Jew and Gentile :;":__n the Gospel avmits the time •iihen God's Kingdom shall 

appear depends on the validity of the total premillennial interpretation. 

The emphasis in Isaiah 52 is on the spiritual side of Zion 1 s salvation. 

Nagelsbach is perhaps over-literalizing the passage by suggesting a re

storation of Jerusalem at the second coning of CliTist. 

d. Isaiah 61:1-11 

Nagelsbach's interpretation that the yet future time of re

storation of the Jews shall result in the Gentiles being in a state of 

servility to them is contrary to Nevr Testament teaching. Romans 11:12 

indicates that the future conversion of Israel will result in the great

er riches of the Gentiles and not in their enslavement. Calvin is 

correct in stressing that the fulfillment of this passage is in the 

first coming of Christ, since Jesus quoted part of it at the beginning 

of His ministry. But again Calvin equates Zion ·with the total Church. 

This passage speaks of the nations and Zion in d_istinction of one an

other. To demand from this passage as Nagelsbach does that a literal 

city of Jerusalem shall be restored may be carrying the prophets point 

too far, but. at least Nagelsbach has the core of truth 11rhen he :maintains 

the identity of the Jewish Zion. Since the restoration from Babylon 

constitutes a partial fulfillment of this passage, one should be cau

tious in suggesting a further literal fu.lfillDent. The things said 
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ment should be used as a touchstone in interpreting this passage and 

others like it. 

e. Isaiah 6.5:17-2h 

Calvin's view that the passage has a first fulfillment in the 

restoration of the Jeyre from Baqylon and the first coming of Christ has 

a valid basis, but it should not be overstressed. The final emphasis, 

as both connnentators agree, must be its fulfillment at the end of this 

age. Nagelsbach interpretation again hints at a millennium. But the 

text says that 11 ••• the former things shall not be remembered, nor 

come to mind (verse 17) • 11 This vrould hardly suggest a IDillennial reign 

which shall end vdth a final revolt of the Satanic power. The fact that 

the v~riter of Revelation makes evident use of this passage in describing 

the ultimate eternal state points to·ward the validity of intex•preting 

these verses as referring thereto. 

f. Isaiah 66:1.5-2h 

By referring the nevr heavens and the new earth to the inward 

renevml of man, Calvin shows his tenden~y to spiritualize concrete apoc

alyPtic passages. Nagelsbach1 s summa~J of tlus passage is a sound re

flection of its movement. Here he sees no indication of a millennium. 

Yet it is important to note that verses 22-23, ~hich speak directly of 

the eternal state, do so in concrete literal terms. 

2. Use of Ezekiel 37:1-lh made by Calvin 

Calvin ID~y be correct in saying that this passage does not 

refer to a future restoration of Israel at the end of the Gocipel age. 

However, his implication that, therefore, there vdll be no final re

storation of Israel does not follow. Tlus passage si.'11ply does not 
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treat of the question. 

3. Use of Daniel made by Calvin and Pus~J 

a. Daniel 7 

Calvin may be right in referring the ten horns and the lit

tle horn to conditions at the birth of Christianity. HoYrever, one sees 

the 1veakness of Calvin's position in his interpretation regarding the 

vision of the Ancient of Days which follmvs. The picture there is 

obviously orie of judgment. Such an opening of the books described there 

is clearly referred to in other apocalyptic passages in the New Testa

ment. If, as Calvin suggests, this judgment refers only to the King

dom of Christ through His Church, it is difficult to see how Calvin 

sees any more than that in 11a.tthev; 25:3lff. Calvin 1 s spiritualization 

of tlns judgment vision is due in part to his failure to see in the 

fourth beast anything beyond the first coming of Christ. Pusey1 s view 

is much more satisfying. He takes 7:9f. to refer to the judgment at 

the end of the age at which the Kingdom of Christ is established. The 

verses preceding them naturally lead up to that judgment scene and 

cover the m1ole course of the Gospel age. 

b. Daniel 8, 11 

In their interpretation of Daniel 8, both Calvin and Pusey 

point out that the little horn is to be distinguished from the Anti

christ of chapter 11. But Calvin does the same thing in regard to the 

Antichrist of c:b..apter 11. as he did with the fourth beast of Daniel 7, 

limiting the fulfillment to conditions at the first coming of Christ. 

The description of the Antichrist in chapter 11 has a very personal 

reference to it, and the sense of the passage does not lend itself to 
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re~erring him to a general description of the Roman povrers as does 

Calvin. Pusey, in speaking of the fulfilJJuent of the Antichrist of 

Daniel 11 being yet future and a~aiting the revelation of the man of 

sin, is certainly in keeping with the time sequence of the immediate 

context, chapter 12:1-2, vmich speaks of the end of the 1vurld. 

c. Daniel 12:1-2 

The first phrase of Daniel 12:1 connects the passage vdth 

the one describing the Antichrist in chapter 11. Cal v.i.n vrould be more 

consistent with his view of the Antichrist in chapter 11 if he applied 

the time of trouble in verse 1 to the destruction of Jerusalem. By 

applying that time of trouble to the whole Church, Calvin vreakens the 

natural meaning of the passage vrhich seems to refer to a special time 

of trouble when the Jmtichrist holds s1vay. Vill1ile Calvln is correct in 

saying that verse 2 speaks of but one final resurrection, he makes a 

sudden break bet·ween verses 1 and 2 which, according to the text, seem 

to be closely related in time. If Pusey's interpretation of the Anti

christ in chapter 11 as referring to the man of sin to be revealed at 

the end of this age is correct, it would seem only natural to interpret 

12:1 as speaking of a great time of tribulation ·which shall ·orecede the 

end. This rould then lead to the final judgment foretold in verse 2. 

4. Use of Joel 111.ade by Calvin and Pusey 

a. Joel 2:20-3:2 

A comparison of Calvin's and Pusey's approach to this passage 

shows Calvin's tendency tovvard spiritllalization in his interpretation. 

Pusey's view that the cosmic disturbances refer to the events surround

ing the destruction of Jerusalem, which prefigures the events at the 
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second coming of Christ is much more satisf;-ying than that of Calvin, 

who feels that the reference is generally to God 1 s ,judgments upon men 

throughout tbis age. Her,e age.in Calvin confuses Israel and the Church. 

Nor does his interpretation of the gathering of all nations as referring 

to C-od 1 s continual protection of His Church do justice to the passage. 

Pusey is standing on more solid grolmd vrhen he sees· the reference here 

as being to a Jeyrish conversion before the end of the Trorld, followed 

by the second co1~ing of Christ. 

b. Joel 3:7-8 

The context of Joel 3:1 also refers to Tyl~e and Sidon, and yet 

Pusey regarded that passage as referring to the final restoration of 

Israel, while here he mentions only a historical fulfillment. This may 

be due to the fact that Pusey1 s comments on the passage are very brief. 

In disregarding completely a reference to national Israel and applying 

the passage to the establislnnent of the Church, Calvin follotm his usual 

pattern of spiritualization. 

5. Use of Amos 9:11-15 made by Calvin and Pusey 

Calvin evidences his usual lack of distinction between the 

Church and national Israel, in spite of the fact tbat the text in verse 

12 speaks both of the Jews and the nations called by the w.....me of Jehov-a:h. 

Once l-U.sey admits that the agricultural blessings spo!<:en of here are not 

literal but spiritual, it becomes increasingly difficult to say whether 

the passage refers ultimately to the spiritual blessings of a millennium, 

or of eternity. 

6. Use of Ze,chariah 14 made by Calvin and Pusey 

Calvin 1 s view of this passage as describing in a general vay 

the progress of the Kingdom of Christ no doubt has an element of truth 
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:in it. But to do justice to the passage it seems more reasonable to 

follo·w Pusey. Though Calvin believes in a second coming of Christ, he 

spiritualizes the descent of the Lord as C-od's promise to sustain the 

Church. If such a passage does not refer to the second coming, it 

1muld seem impossible to interpret any passage of Scripture as having 

reference to the rettLY11 of Christ. 

7. Conclusion 

An evaluation of the interpretation of major apocalyptic pas

sages in the Old Testament prophets by representatives of the amillen

~ial and non-dispensational premillen_~ial schools leads to the follow

ing conclusions: 1) Calvin·unduely spiritualizes passages dealing w.ith 

Israel to make them refer to the Church and not to the Jewish nation. 

2) Pusey and Hagelsbach are right in insisting on the conversion of 

Israel before or at Jesus• return. Nagelsbach has a tendency to over

literalize the national Jevr.i..sh return to Palestine, and Pusey's view 

that there must be room for a certain spiritual fulfillment of earthly 

blessings promised is in harmony vr-Lth sane interpretation. 3) Calvin 

limits the application of certain passages to the first coming of Christ 

which have a wider reference, as shovm by Pusey, to the end of this age 

and the second coJTl..ing. Calvin fails to see in these passages the rise 

of a personal Antichrist shortly before the second coming. 4) It is 

difficult, if not impossible, to refer any of the passages studied to 

a future millennial age to take place after the return of Christ, and 

preceding the eternal state. All passages which might be applied to a 

millennial reign speak of the established kingdom as final and eternal, 

vr.i..th no hint of its end by a catastrophic rise and revolt of evil. 5) 

Yet such passages as Isaiah 2:2-5 indicate that a time is yet future 
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when God's reign over all the earth shall be vindicated and realized. 

i'lhether this shall be accomplished by a millennium follovring the sec-

ond coming or by a final judgment and the establishment of the new 

heavens and the new earth, should be decided finally on the basis of 

New Testament eschatology. 

C. Evaluation of the Interpretation of the Apocalyptic Passages 
in the Gospels and Acts by Calvin, Lange, and Alford 

1. Use of the Olivet Discourse made by Calvin and Lange 

a. Evaluation of Lange's interpretation 

One can easily agree 1"r.i.th Lange vrhen he sees lriatthew 24:4-44 

as describing in a cyclical fashion the coming judgments of Christ, 

each approximating more closely the final end. So also the four pic

tures of judgment described in chapter 24:1!-5-2.5:46 are readily recog

nized as descriptions of the various aspects of the judgment follovr.i.ng 
~ -

or attending the second coming. But it is difficult to see where Lange 

finds a basis for interposing a rnillennial reign between chapter 2.5: lL~-

30 and 2.5:31-46. There is no hint of such a period in the passage 

itself. The most Lange can say is that he sees the 11 germ11 oft he mil-

lennial Kingdom which is foretold in Revelation 20 in the term 11 end11 

( 2lp3). Lange 1 s view that the ttend 11 foretold in these verses refers 

to the vvhole process of the eschatological end of the age is correct. 

However, the question is whether the period shall be at least a thousand 

years in length and include a millennial reign. It is only on the ba-

sis of Revelation 20 that he can interpret the 11 end11 as embracing such 

a long period. The correctness of Lange's view depends on whether 

Revelation 20 predicts such an eartbly millenrLi.um. 

It is also hard. to understand why the four judgments in the 
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Olivet Discourse should point to an extended period of Christ 1 s royal 

ad.rninistration upon the earth. There seems little ve.lid reason for sug

gesting, as Lange does, that the judgment upon church leaders shall be 

at the beginning of the thousand years, and the ,judgmentsupon the church 

as a body and upon the individual church member represent further devel

opment of Cb:rist 1 s kingly and judicial adrri.nistration. Even in a pre

millennial scheme it would be more natural to take these tb:ree judgments 

involving Cbristians as occurring immediately at the second coming of 

Christ. Tald.ng the account in hiatthevr simply as it stands, it T/OUld be 

more natural to take cbapter 24:31 as referring to the same coming of 

Cln1 ist as does Calvin. The language is remarkably the same. Both pas

sages speak of a coming of the Son of man in a setting of glory. In 

both passages the vrhole earth is avJare of His coming. The first passage 

is followed by tb:J:'ee ,judgments vihich apply especially to Christians, 

Yrhile chapter 25:31 is follo·wed by a judgment wh:Lch places greater em

phasis upon the judgment of non-C:b .. ristians. It should also be noted 

that the judgi!l.ent of the indi-vidual Christian (chapter 25: ll.t.-30), ·which 

according to Lange represents a development of judgment during the mil

lenniur.1, results in the damnation of some of those judged, just as does 

the 11 last 11 judgment described in chapter 25:31-L~6. The vieTr here sug

gested, that the passages following l:!"B.tthew 24:31 and 25:31 refer to the 

same judgment only from different vie· wpoints, harmonizes w:i.. th Lange 1 s 

vievr of the cyclical nature of the Olivet discourse. 

b. Evaluation of Calvin's Interpretation 

Calvin1 s· :i..nteYpretation of this passage folloTIS quite natur

ally since he approaches the passage simply on the basis of what its 

text contains. At no ulace need he read into the teA~ a nullennial 
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reign as does Lange. Aside from this, his interpretation agrees re

markably with that offered by Lange. He, too, sees obapter 24:1-28 as 

spealdng of the fall of Jerusalem and the church age, Vfhile 24:24f. 

speak of the second coming of Christ. His view that chapter 24:31 and 

25:31 both refer to the second coming of Christ is justified by the 

evident similarity of language in the t·wo passages. Since Jesus is 

speaking ver-y- distinctly of the signs of His second coming, Lange 1 s 

vievr that the generation spoken of in ch8_pter 24:34 refers to those 

living at the tirne of the second advent is ·preferred. Yet, it is true, 

as Calvin suggests, tha.t the events of the destruction of Jerusalem 

gave the disciples certaintY. regarding the ~~rds of Christ. 

2. The Use of Matthew 10:23 made by Calvin and Lange 

Calvin is perhaps more 11 far-fetched11 in saying t}:l.at the com

ing of the Son of man here refers ·to the progress of the Gospel, as are 

others who ·would see thereby the destruction of Jerusalem. Lange's in

terpretation of the phrase in the light of the actual mission on which 

the disciples vrere sent is based on the basic exegetical principle of 

harmony with context. 

3. The Use of Jolm 5:25-29; 6:39-40 made by Calvin and Lange 

The validity of both Calvin 1 s and I.ange 1 s interpretation of 

John 5:28-29 depends on whether or not other Scrip·t.ure teaches a millen

niu.m. On the surface, taking the passage by itself, Calvin's vlew that 

these verses refer to one final resurrection of the whole race seems 

to be correct. La.11ge, in harmony with the premillennial view, says 

that both resurrections are included under the subject of a general re

surrection. 

One agrees ·with Lange '\Then he says that the 11last day11 of 
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Jo:b.n 6:39-40 does include the whole period of judgment at the end of 

the age. Calvin would agree to that. But the question of the time ex

tent of that last day must be decided on the basis of other Scripture. 

4. The Use of Acts 3: 21; 17:31 made by Calvln and Alford 

Alford 1 s caution in refusing to identify the exact i:Li..me and 

plaM of the judgments thes:e passages foretell is commendable. In say

ing that the restoration foretold in Acts 3:21 refers to the total es

chatological process, Alford uses the same device as Lange does regard

ing the term 11 end11 in the Olivet Discourse. In these passages, Calvin 

again interprets according to the natural sense of the text; seeing in 

them the one final judgment. But if Scripture teaches elsewhere the 

fact of a millennium, Calvj_n 1 s interpretation is at fault. 

5. Conclusion 

An evaluation of the interpretation of the Olivet Discourse 

and other eschatological passages in the Gospels and the Acts by Calvin, 

Lange, and Alford leads to the follovJing conclusions: l) Calvin and 

I,ange agree remarkably in their major divisions of the Olivet Discourse. 

2) Lange must go outside the Olivet Discourse to find his basis for see

ing in it a millennium. The 11 germ11 of the millennium he sees in the 

text could as vrell be the germ of a much shorter period vr'.o.ich could in

clude the whole final judgment. 3) Lange's vlew that the series of judg

ments upon Christians foretold in the Olivet Discourse shall take place 

throughout the millennium is purely speculative, and appears to be his 

attempt to see in the passage a further basis for a millennium. 4) In 

the major points in which Calvin disagrees ~Qth Lange, Calvin's view is 

most natural on the basis of the text of r:Tatthew, chapter 24 and 25. 

5) In the passages of John ·which foretell the resurrection of all nen, 
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Calvin's v:ievT that one general resurrection is suggested by the passage 

agrees with the natural meaning of the text.. 6) However, if it can be 

conclusively shown that Scripture elsewhere teaches a millennium, then 

Calvin's interpretation must yield to that of LQnge and J\lford. 

D. Evaluation of the Interpretation of the Apocalyptic Passages 
in the Epistles by Calvin, Lange, Godet, and Jl~ford 

1. The Use of Romans made by Calvin and Lange 

a. H.mnans 8:18-23 

By inferring that the fulfillment of this passage avmits the 

last ,judgment and the eternal state, Lange agrees with Calvin in his in-

terpretation. This is the correct interpretation, for it Ymuld seem 

doubtful that the millennial reign of Christ ·would result in such a 

s·weeping rene"IJlCl.l of nature and the world as this passage demands. A 

creation that is yet to vr.i.tness a final a'!_)ostacy and release of Satanic 

m:i.ght after the millen..Tlium could hardly be said to have e:;.::perienced a 

great redemption. Also, if the world vrere rene·wed during the millennial 

reign, it would mean that unredeemed mankind living durine; the period 

vrould share in the results of a redemption promised only to believers. 

Calvin's and Lange's interpretation of this passage stresses the fact 

that the future eternal state shall not be a nebulous e:cistence, but 

that the heaven which a:rJaits believers is so real and concrete tl:1..at it 

can be described in terms of a transformed earthly existence. 

b. Romans 11 

To shift the meaning of the term 11 IsraelH from referring to 

the Jevrs in verse 2.5 to meaning the Church in verse 26, as Calvin does, 

seems forced. In Romans 9-11 Paul deals ve~r specifically vr.Lth the 

problem of the Jevri.sh rejection of Christ, and the n.a.tural vJay to in-
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terpret this passage is followed by Lange when he says that Israel, 

taken literally as a nation, is yet to be saved. If Calvin vrould ac-

cept the translation of verse 25b as 11until the fulness of tl:.e Gentiles 

be come in11,his insistence upon interpreting 11Israel11 in verse 26 as 

meaning the Church \'JOUld not necessarily mean that the Jews are not to 

be saved. But by translating verse 2.5 as saying 11 ••• a hardening in 

part hath befallen Israel that the fulness of the Gentiles be come in11 , 

Calvin eliminates fully the possibility that Pa.ul here teaches the fu-

ture salvation of the Jews. 

2. The Use of I Corinthians 15 w.ade by Calvin and Godet 

Godet' s comment that the 11 end11 in verse 24 refers to the end 

absolutely speaking, i.e. , the final judgment after the millennial 

reign, illustrates the difficulty which premillennialism presents in its 

use of terms. Lange says of Matthew 24 that the nend11 speaks of the 

total eschatological process inaugu~ated by the second coming. It is 

granted tDftt the term might be used in tvro senses, but a realization 

of this fact should make one cautious in defining its meaning. It is 

true that 11 then11 (verse 24) is an adverb of time, but to say as Godet 

does tD.at it implies a w~llennial period bet~~en the coming and the end 

does not necessarily follow. It muld be just as valid on the basis of 

the text to say as Calvln does, that the resurrection shall introduce 

the end, i.e., the time vlhen Christ, having abolished all authority and 

povrer, shall deliver up the Ki..11.gnom to God. It is true that I Corinth

ians 1.5:.51-53 speaks only of the resurrection of believers. Depending 

upon the teaching of other Scripture it must be held as a possibility 

that Paul speaks here of a prf?millennial resurrection. But this passage 

proves nothing, for Paul is speaking of the glorious hope of the Chr:is ;;..._ 
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tian, and it may be that he simply does not mention the resurrection 

of tre lost in the passage. 

3. The Use of The Thessalonians by Calvin and Alford 

a. I Thessalonians 1+:13-17 

Alford's statement that verse 14 refers only to the resurrec

tion of the Christian dead is not made on the basis of the te:h.'t, but 

in view of the fact that he believes Scripture elsevrhere teaches two 

resurrections. On the basis of such a belief, his inte~)retation is 

sound. Yet Calv:i.n's statement that Paul only speaks of tmt Trhich con

cerns tlm Thessalonian Christians may be a valid reason for rejecting 

Alford's assertion. Again, other Scripture becomes the deciding factor 

in deciding which interpretation is correct. 

b. II Thessalonians 2:1-12 

Paul speaks of the Antiuhrist in personal terms. Calvin gen

eralizes the person of Antichrist by not looldng for his appearance in 

terms of a personal enemy of righteousness short~ before the second 

coming. Alford agrees with Calvin to the extent of saying that the 

great evil povrers of history prefigure C,he man of sin .who is yet to make 

his appearance. The fact that Paul was warning the Tl:cssalonians against 

an undue emphasis upon the return of Christ speaks for Alford's vie1v 

that just prior to the second advent there vd.ll arise the supreme per

soml Antichrist of history. 

4. The Use of II Timothy 3:1 made by Calvin and Alford 

By saying that the 11 last days 11 refer to tre whole age of the 

Church, Calvin generalizes a statement which Timotey vrould likely have 

interpreted as referring to the days innnediately before Christ's return 
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--days in which he thought he was living. Alford interprets the pas

sage so as to bring out this force of its effect upon Tiraothy. 

5. The Use of II Peter 3:13 made by Calvin and Alford 

It is hard to see hovr Alford can refer this passage to the 

second advent of Cl~ist preceding ~he willennium, since at that time 

it is not expected that the earth and all its ·works shall be burned up. 

Rather than that, the nations shall live on this physical ·world for a 

thousand years much as before the second advent. But Alford also gives 

as cross reference to t[lis passage Revelation 21:1, in which the new 

heaven and the new earth after the millennium appear. This also pre

sents a difficulty. This ;rould make Peter's ·warning to scoffers point

less. He vrould then be saying in effect: 11You think the day of the 

Lord will never come, but it will b1.1rst upon you as a thief in the 

night--that is, after a thousand years of neace and righteousnesst 11 

6. The Use of Revelation 20:h made by Calvln 

Calvin 1 s connnent on this passage is so brief that it is im

possible to evaluate his interpretation. Further attention will be 

given to the passage in the follovnng section. 

7. Conclusion 

An evaluation of the interpretation of the major apocalyptic 

passages in the Epistles by Calvin, I,ange, Alford, and Godet leads to 

the follo·wing conclusions: l) Except for three particulars whj_ch in no 

~y effect the vaJidity of his amillennial position, Calvin's interpre

tation of the "l_Je.ssages studied is in keel)ing vnth good exegetical prin

ciples. Calvin fails in R.o:ma.ns ll: 26 where he takes the term 11 Israelll 

in a sense unnatural to its conte:;.-t and applies it to the Church rather 
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than to the J eTlS. Cal vl-11 does not place a proper enpbasis upon ·the 

appearance of a personal Imt,ic}rrist shortly before the return of Christ. 

Cal v5..n:t s interpretation of the 11 last days 11 in II Timothy 3 : l fails to 

bring out Paul 1 s original Tieaning of it by making it refer to the whole 

Church age. 2) There is no mention of a millenni~u or a period compar

able to it in the pc>.ssages studied. In everJ case vrhere such a period 

is seen by its advocates, it is brought to the passage. 3) The Epistles 

do not at any place teach tyro resurrections separated by a millennial 

period. I Corinthians 1.5: 2l-2L~ and I Thessalonians 4: 13-l 7 mention ex

plicitly only the resurrection of the sa:i,nts. It is as fair to argue 

on the basis of these passages that the vr.icked shall rise at the same 

time as the saints as t,o say they shall rise a thousand years later. 

4) The va.lidity of the historic premillennial interpretation of the 

passages studied depends entirely upon whether Scripture else·where 

teaches that there shall be a millenniurn. 

E. Evaluation of tDE Interpretation of Revelation made by Lange 

1. The Importance of Revelation 19:11-21:1.5 

Lange's interpretation of Revelation makes it clear that 

chapter 19:11-21:1.5 is crucial in his belief that a millenniuru vrlll 

follovv the second advent. At no place prior to that section does he 

find predicted the nlillenniu.'n. A change of his interpretation of this 

section l''iOuld not effect his interpretation of the preceding sections 

of the book. In this evaluation special attention ·will be given to 

Lange's interpretation of this crucial millenhial section since, as 

the preceding sections oft his cmpter have shown, it is the key to 

the validity of historical premillennial eschatology. 



I 

-88-

2. The Basic Probem of Interpretation 

Lange approaches this crucial passage Tiith tPB belief that it 

is chronologically developed and meant to be literally interpreted. In 

evaluating Lange's interpretation of the passage, the basic problem is 

whether the passage should, be vievred as does Lange, or whE?ther it is 

cyclical~ developed and is to be spiritually interpreted. It should be 

noted that Lange l1as interpreted other passages in Revelation spiritually 

where a liter41-l interpretation could be insisted upon as consistently as 

in cP2pter 20. For instance, he sees in the lL~,ooo of ~hapter 7 a pic

ture of the Church Hilitant through?ut the Christian era. Also he does 

not consider Babylon a literal city. 

3. The Implication and Strength of Lange's Position 

If Lange is correct in his vievr tl1at the passage is chronolog-

ically developed and literally meant, the premillennial position he 

holds must be granted, for this is the one passage in Scripture which 

speaks of a millennium. His interpretation has the advantage that it 

approaches the passage in what appears. to be its most natural, literal 

meaning. Alford has stated the strongest argument for the premillennial 

vie;y vmen he says: 

If in a passage where two resurrections are mentioned • • • the 
first resurrection may be understood to mean spiritual rising with 
CltrJ.st, ·while the second means literal rising from the grave; then 
there is an end or·a:rrs""ignificance in langua~, and Scripture is ' 
vrl.ped out as a definite testimony to an,-ything. 

4. The Critique of Lange's Interpretation of Revelation 19:11-20:15 

a. Failure of Other Scripture to Substa~tiate View 

Scripture must interpret.Scripture. In no:other apoca:cyptic 

., . . . . . 
1. Jolm Peter Lange, The ~levelation of Jolm, p. 352. 
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passages used in this study vms there mentioned a limited period dur

ing which Christ and His saints sball reign over the ea~th, followed 

by a great revolt of the whole world against that reign. Like-vlise, in 

no passage of Scripture dealing with the resurrection of the righteous 

and the orr.i.cked 7Jas there an indica.tion in the teArt that a perio<;l of 

time should elapse betTreen the resurrection of these tvio groups. Thus, 

it becomes a question of whether Revelation 20 is the touchstone to in

terpret the rest of S~?ripture, or vihether the rest of Scripture must in

terpret ?..evelation 20. The latter method would seem the soundest prin

ciple to follo·w·. Yet it nmst be held as a possibility that the Holy 

Spirit rithheld the revelatioJ:?. concerning the rrillennial Kingdom until 

the 1TI'iting of the ApocalYPse. 

b. Difficulty of Trm J.£cterrninating Battles 

Lange puts himself in a difficult position b~y w.aintaini.ng that 

chapter 19:17-21 and 20:7-10 describe two distinct battles separated by 

a thousan<;l years, in each of 1'Ii1ich the enemies of Chr:i..st are totally 

destroyed. Chapter 19 describes ·t,he utter annihilation of all mankind 

oppC?s~d to C1n1 ist. 'l'he kings of the earth a.11d their armies as ·well as 

ll • the flesh of' all men, both free and bond, small aJ:?.d great 11 is 

left after .. the corning of Christ in judgment on the earth. Lange's posi

tion does not e}..""Plain how it is possible to have a second battle mentioo

ed in chapter 20 in 7ihich_are engaged 11 the nations, the number ofwhom 

is as the sand of the sea .. 11 Tl1:i..s difficulty vanishes if the two battles 

are interpreted as climaxing tvro visions independent of one anot, her 

chronologically but referring to the same event in different figures. 

c. Passage l/Jay be c-y-clically Developed 

Lange rnay be 'Nrong in seeing i.1evelation 20:1-.5 as a chronolog-
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ical continuation of chapter 19:17-21. Elsewhere, as for instance in 

Ha.tthe·w 24:-2.5, Lange recognized the cyclical 11a:ture of apocalyptic 

literatu::~e. Ghauter 19:17-21 is obviously a p:i.c"t,ure of the judgment 

of' the beast and the f'alse prophet lNlth their follovrers. It -rrould be 

quite in harmony ~dth the apocalyptic style to consider CP2pter 20:1-10 

as a separate vision depicting the doom of Satan, just as Revelation 

19:17-21 foretells the end of the beast and the false prophet. 

d. Possible Over-literal Interpretation of Second Coming 

In different passages throughout Revelation Lange sees apoca-

lyptic figurative representation of the earring of Ghrist for judgment. 

To fix the emphasis upon a litera+ interuretation of Hevelation 19:11-

20:10-is a questionable procedure. This passpge is no less fi[~ative 

than the one of chapter 14, where Ghrist 1 s com.i.ng is repJ?esented in 

terms of a reaping of the grain and v:i.ntage of the earth. This, hovrever, 

aoes not minimize the persone.l, visible, second coming of Cp~~ist. 

e. Meaning of the Binding of Satan 

If, as suggested above, Revelation 20:1-10 pictures the doom 

of Satan in a vision not chronologicall-y follo"'.'ring chapter 19:17-21, 

Lange's view that the binding of Satan represents an act of God after 

the second coming of Ghrist becomes unnecessary. Instead the passage 

becomes one grand climactic revlevr of God1 s judgment of Satan.1 This 

. . . . . . 
1. The strongest argument against this is that in splDe of the fact 

that R.evel~tion is cyclically developed, it mnst be true that the 
visions of chapter 20 bring one nearer to the end than those of 
chapter 12. Therefore, it is argued that it is illogical to find 
a mention mc.de again of the first coming of Ghrist (as in chapter 
12) so near the closing visions. 
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begins vr.i.th Christ binding him in the midst of the Church ~iu.mphant 

as a result of the cross, vlith special reference to marty-2s.l It 

climaxes with his ultimate destruction in the Antichrist:i.an revolt 

which breaks out shortly before the second cowing. In t:b...at case, the 

idea here vrould be conparab:)..e to that in chapter 12, which begins the 

second d.iv:i..sj_on of the book. There Lange sees in the vision a picture 

of the atoninG work of Christ 1'rhich results in Satan1 s banishment from 

the inner spiritual life of the Church Triuillphant, and the consequent 

freedom of the Church imrisible on earth. 

f. A l:Iartyr H.esurrecti on Only 

Lange says that the prewillenn·i al resurrection includes mar-

tyrs of the last time and saints of all ages. But a consistently lit-

eral interpretation of the passage nmst recognize that the passage men-

tions only the resurrection of marty.cs. It ~Tould be na.tural to e:;..rpect 

a clearer statement of the identity of the participants of this first 

resurrection if this passage is to be inter)reted as describing the 

setting up of Chris·~ 1 s Kingdom on earth, since this passage is entirely 

unique to Scripture. The text does not indicate that this reigning iTlth 

Christ shall be upon the earth. Since only n1art;yrs are specifically 

mentioned, lr3.nge might be correct, to see in chapter 20:h-6 a represent-

ation of the fact that Christians 7rho suffer 1p.2.rty-.cdom share in the 

heavenly glory of Christ immec~iately at death. Such a vj_evr vrould be 

l. Such an iriterpretat:Lon nw:y be accused of not expl.:>.ining how Satan is 
noTr bound so as to be unable to deceive the nations until the thou
sand ;rears aJ.~e finished as -verse 3 declares. This objection vroulcl be 
answered by the interpretation that verse 3 is not meant as an ab
solute statement saying that all Satanic· influence is taken from the 
earth as a result of Jesus' first cmn:Lng. ?..ather ·:.:.ban tll...at, it 
would indicate that Satan could not deceive the nc:t.ions due to the 
great "iii tness of truth open to all men in the fact of the Gospel. 
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consistent vri.th La.nge 1 s interpretation of the vlsions of the great nml

titude of chapter 7 and the ltrL~,ooo of cl1:'1pter 14. In both of these 

passages he sees pictures 9f the Church Triumphant in glor'J before the 

second advent has occurred. 

g. H.esurrection of the 11 ~-lest of the Dead11 

If 1ange vrill carry through consistently his idea that Hevel

ation 20:h refers to a literal bodily resurrection of all saints who 

shall live on the earth, then according to verse 5 ,-m must ex:)ect tba t 

the nres.t of t,he deadn shall arise in like bodily sense at the end of 

the thousand year period. But no such a resurrection is ment.ioned. 'I'he 

general resurrection of verse 13 is pictured as including both the 

righteous and the vri.cked for the prophet sees nall t.he clead11 , not the 

living of a first bodily resurrection plus the 11rest of the dead. 11 If 

the passage speaks first of all of the spiritual resurrection of mart-yTs, 

it has been suggested by Albert Barnes that the ;•·rest of the dead11 refers 

to the rest of the Christian dead.l The neaning vrould t,hen be that 

martyrs were given special recogn.i.tion after death, and figuratively 

speaking, it v12.s as if the others were not raised. Then the first re

surrection ( vv. 5b-6) vrould include both the resurrection of the marty-.cs 

and the rest o:f the Christian dead vihO sh..all live at the end of the 

thousand years. Such c:m interpretation \'I'Ould be in harmony ·T.Lt.h the 

fact that £~evelation addresses itself especially to the encouragement 

of the faithful in a time of :qersecution. 

h. Hedeemed ;tl.gain Subjected to Evil 

Lange 1 s view demands that the saints 1-rho T>rere seen in chapter 

l. Jolm Peter Lange, The Revelation of John, p. 352. 
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7 as triumphant vJith Christ in glory shall once more live on this earth 

and be ~?Ubject to vr.i.tness the povrer of Satanic force at Ymrk in their 

society. In fact, this force shall finally endanger their very lives, 

for r~hy should Satan 1 s army march_ against the saints if th...ere 1.72.s no 

hope of overco:rr3.ng the.'TI. in battle. IJaybe Lange is ·wrong in identi.f'IJing 

the martyrs resurrected in verse 4 rd.th ·the 11 saints 11 encan~oed in verse 

9. The latter may refer to the Cln.~is tians l-iving at the time of the 

second advent. If that be so, the last revolt of Satan described in 

verses 7-10 might be another apocalyptical picture of the great apostacy 

and the coming of the man of sin shortly before the second advent. 

i. Meaning of the I:Ii.llenniu..'Tl 

Lane;e says that the thousand years represents a middle domain 

of judgment upon the hu..ma.n race as e::-.>tant at the parousia. It is a ·t;ime 

of heavenly instru.ction '?-nd discipline upon 'J1he race as it shares in 

the cosmic metamorphosis. Yet Lange's millennial idea h.ard]~T does jus-

tice to such a lofty concept a!).d makes it rather 1nean.ingless since it 

accor:mlishes nothing permanent. The nations living on. ear·th dm1 ing 

th.is time are not truely drarm to God during this time. A world Yrhich 

revolts against the rule of Christ after e~oeriencing its blessing for 

a millennium can bardly be said to sbare in a cosmic metamorphosis. To 

dravr the philosophical concept of a transition period bet·ween t:iJne and 

eterrri.ty from t.bis passage, in -:•rhich Charles Erchnan says the meaning of 

the millenniUJn is rather incidental to the doom of Satan, 1 is a question

able procedtu~e. This is doubly true since this passage alone in Scrip

ture may be interpret;ed as for~tellii1g a. millennium. The strongest 

. . . . . . 
1. Charles R. Erdman, The Revelation of Jol1n, P• 144. 
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philosophical argmnent for a millenniwn might be that by having a per

iod in vvhich Christ reigned supremely over the nations, after which they 

still refused to yield to Him, the final doom of the vri.cked vrould be. 

justified and God1 s judgment of sinful man would be fully vindicated. 

5. Conclusion 

An eY..amination of Lange 1 s interpretation of :a.evelation sug

gests the fo1lovr.ing conclusions: 1) The strength of his view lies in 

that it takes what app<?ars on the surface to be the most obvious inter

pretation of Scri1Jture. 2) If Lange is right in his interpretation that 

Hevelation_19:1l-20:15 is chronologically developed, his position becomes 

acceptable. 3) Lange takes the questionable procedure of making H.evel

ation 20:1-10 the touchstone to interpret the rest of Scripture. 4) In 

insisting on a chronological development of :develatj_on 19:11-20:15, he 

does questionable justice to the cyclical nature of apocalyptic prophecy, 

especially since his vievr forms the basis of an interpretation which is 

not directly substantiated in all of Scripture. 5) Lange's literal in

terpretation of the passage should not ge insisted upon due to the high

ly symbolic character of the Apocalypse. It, results in conclusions 

vrhich are hard to reconcile ·with other Scripture. 6) As a transition 

period of judgment, Lange's mille1Lnim~ is not very satisfactory philo

soph:ically since its: results are quite tra11sitor-<J• 

F. Suggestions for 2. Sound Interpretation of the Hi1lenni.al Problem 

l. Suggested Interpreta.tion of the Crucial lli.llenni.al Passage 

A:.11 evaluation of the interpre;i:.ation,. of the major Scriptural 

apocalY}Jtic passages by [lj_storical premillen:nial coD.mentators lead re...,. 

peatedly to the fact that the interpretation of Revelation 20 is crit

ical in determining the acceptability of ·t.hat eschatological view·. The 
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critique of Lange's interpretation of Revelation has suggested an in-

terpretation of Revelation 19:11-20:15 ·which vri.ll not vlolate the apoc-

alyptical nature of the passage, and yet j_nterpret it in har;:n.ony vr:Lth 

other passages of Scripture vrDich do not seem to indicate in their text 

a millenni al reign of Christ on earth after the second coming. This 

interpretation in its major features is held by Charles Erdmanl and 

William llilligan.2 Calvin suggests its basic t,enant v'ihen he sa:rrs that 

the millennial period is concurrent vr:Lth the nresent age of the Church. 

An acceptance of the interpretation of the cilillen.rri.a.l passage suggested 

here leads one to accept the ainillennial position seen in the rest of 

Scripture by Jolm Calvin, for the preceding stud,y has shmm tbat non-

' dispensational prem .. i.llennialism must make its appeal for validity upon 

an interpretation oft his pas,sage. 

A brief summary of the interpretation of the passage suggested 

by an evaluation of Lange 1 s view thereof includes in it three movements. 
) 

1) Chapter 19:11-21 presents a first picture of the second cowing of 

Cl1rist to destroy the beast, the false prophet and his followers. The 

passage, comprises a complete vision in itself. 2) Revelation 20:1-10 

presents a second aspect of the coming of Cl1rist, emphasizing tbe de-· 

stnuction of Satan. Tlri.s vision does not follow chronologically the 

vision closing chapter 19 but is parallel to it. The destruction of 

Satan is presented in tvro stages. Verses 1-3 picture the binding of 

Satan accomplished by Cl1rist at His first advent. Verses 4-5 present 

a parent'hetical picture to comfort the martyr saints of the cm~:ts tian 

era rrhich is e:;{l.Jressed synbolica.lly as a thousand years. These sa:LTJ.ts 

. . . . . . 
1. Ibid., PP• 139-153· 
2. ffilliam l.[illigan, The Revelation of St. Jobn, pp. 193-233. 
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reign ~nth Christ in glory. The second and final stage in the destruc

tion of Sa·l:ian comes at the second advent when his last ·supreme revolt 

is crushed, vv. 7-10. 3) Che.pter 20:11-15 presents a third picture of 

the ,judgment at the second advent. Though it speaks of the judgment of 

both the righteous and the wicked, the thought is centered on the doom 

of the vd.cked. The righteous are not actually judged here. l1ather than 

tb~t, their righteousness is vindicated in the sight of the whole uni

verse. The passage speaks of a universal resurrection and results in 

the final destruction of death and its consequences, completing the 

triumph of Christ. The new heavens and the new earth then become a 

reality. 

2. Basic Eschatological Truths 

a. Events Preceding the Second Advent 

The historic premillennialists used in this stu~v place a 

proper Biblical emphasis and interpretation upon two events which shall 

precede the return of Christ. Israel as a nat.ion shall yet accept sal

vation. Just how closely this is related to the second coming is dif

ficult to say. This is a truth taught in both the Old and New Testaments 

v;hich Calvin fails to see. A second event which shall precede the sec

ond coming of .Christ is the arrival of a personal Antichrist. This, too, 

is a truth which Calvin fails to emnha.size. 

b. The Fact of the Second Coming of Christ 

Both of the millennial vie1vs considered in this s·tudy ID.a.ke 

central the fact of the personal second advent of Christ at the end of 

this age. Neither Calvin nor the historic premillennialists studied in 

any -..vay spiritualize this return, though Calvin does not do justice to 

it in some of the Old Testament passages used. It shall be personal, 
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physical, and visible and shall institute the final judgment. Jesus 

Christ shall once more break into human histor.r in a personal vray, 

and the Church must hold itself in constant readiness for that appear

ance and vrork vlith all its God-given power to evcmgelil?ie the world to 

prepare men for that coming. 

c. The Resurrection of the BowJ 

Both of the eschatological views used in this study place a 

Biblical emphasis upon the resurrection of the body. Though the pre

millennial view may not be correct in its belief concerning a future 

earthl-y- millen..n.ium, it at least places a special emnhasis upon the 

great truth that the Christian's future eternal e:x:i..stence shall not be 

ethereal, bodyless, and vapor-like , as is so often ima.gined by earnest 

Christians. In the new heaven and the nevr earth v!hich avaits believers, 

there shall be an e:x:i..stence in a resurrected spiritual body vrhich is so 

real that it may be described in te1~s of ten~oral existence. 

d. The Final Judgment and the Eternal State 

The b._i..storical prewiJ_lennial:i.sts as ·well as Calvin insist up

on the com.i.ng of a final climactic judgment at the encl of the Yrorld 

vrhen all manl:,ind shall see the vindication of the righteous judgment of 

God over both the righl:Jeous and the wlcked. · Tlri.s judgment shall usher 

in the nev:r heaven and the ne1T earth in Yird.ch the eternal Kingdom of 

God shall be a reality. 

3. Conclusion 

Both the arnillennial and the non-dispensational premillennial 

vie·ws of the millennial problem doubtlessly raise difficulties of inter

pretation. A comparative evaluation of the e:xposition of the major 
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apocalyptic passages by representatives of these contrasting view·s 

leadsone to the conclusion t0.at basically Calvin's all1illennial position 

is the more satisfactory and ra.ises the least difficulty. The basic 

reasons unon which such a conclusion is based are found in the conclu

sions to the major sections of tlr!.s c0.apter a.nd naed not be reneated 

One rmst ap~Jroach the millennial p1~oblem Tr.i.·t.h an open, unbi

ased mind, and a d.etermine.tion to let t!:1e Scriptures speak for itself 

and inter:tJret itself. To bring any preconceived ideas to a passage of 

Scri;oture ·will result in faulty ex:egesis. In a study- of the rnillennial 

problem, it is not only a question in the final analysis as to Yrhether 

Revelation 20 s0.all interpret the rest of scripture or Tihether the rest 

of Scripture shall interpret Hevelation 20. The final question concerns 

the correct interpretation of that passage itself, for H.evelation 20 

mst not be misinterpreted to correspond ·with the rest of Scripture. 

This c0..c.pter has poj.nted. out .. the differences bet,,Teen the amil

lenrri.al eschatology of Calvln and the non-dispensational premillenni..al 

viewpoint presented by }Jagelsbach, Pusey, Lange, Godet, and Alford. 

lin evaluation of the interpretation of key apocalyptic passages 1Jy 

these men shoTrecl the strength and vrealmesses of their vle·ws ,and pointed 

tor~ard the validity of Calvln' s basic position. A firel section of the 

chapter dealt 1:v:i..th suggestions for a sound interp:c>etation of the millen

mal problem. 
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CHAPTER IV 

GEI:IER..A.L SU1>Jfu\P.Y ll.ND CONCLUSION 

A • Sw.n:nar;r 

The purpose of this study v~as to present the interpretation 

of the major apoc~lyptic passages of Scripture by representative amil

lenn..ial and non-dispense.tional prew..illennial commentators YJith a view 

t01vard comparison of their interpretations. The technique Y.JaS to list 

the important apocalyptic passages in both the Old and Nevr Testaments 

and to record first the amillen..rlial and then the non-dispensational 

prenlillennial interpretation of them. For the amillennial vievvpoint, 

presented in the first chapter, the conrrnentaries of Jolm Calvin were 

used. The second cbapter, -rrhich presented the non-dispensatione.l pre

rnillennial viewpoint, included the works of such men as Carl Nagelsbach, 

E. B. Pusey, John P. Lange, F. Godet, and HerujT Alford. 

The third cha:9ter contained a comparative evaluation of the 

interpretations presented in the preceding t-ao chapters. It closed 

1vith a section in which considerations for a sound interpretation of 

the millennial problem were suggested. 

B. Conclusion 

This study has shovm that the interpretations of both of the es

chatologica.l vievrs presented have a contribution to make toTlC!.rd escha

tological thinl¢-ng. Historic premillennialism and amillennialism hold 

ruch in common. Both of them present the vital trutlm of Scripture re

garding the second coming of Ch.rist and the judgment. of this ;;mrld. 

Their one basic point of disagreement is as to whether or not the sec-
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ond corning of Cbrist shall be succeeded by an earthly millennium dur

ing which C11rist and F-i s saints will rule the earth. A conroarati ve 

examination of the passages interpreted indicated one major faulJG on 

the part of the historic premillen .. Tlial school. With the exception of 

Pusey, they insisted in reading into the various passages of Scripture 

the concept of an earthly millennium in spite of the fact that the pas

sage ilf question gave no indication in its text of such a w.illennial 

period: It was f'ound that of the passages studj .. ed, the only one which 

truly had in it the possible concept of a Jnillennium Yras H.evelation 20. 

John Calvin, representing the amillennial vievrpoint, interpreted the 

passages ilf their most natural v.ray in regard to the possibi l i t2r of a 

nillennium. His greatest shortcowing Ti2.s a tendency to spiritualize 

and generalize certain passages dealing rr.i. th Israel and the comng of 

Antichrist. 

Thus, it is true that the interpretation of' H.evelation 20 is 

the ne:x:us about which a solution to the millennial question revolves. 

A study of Lange's interpretation of the millennial passage leads the 

author to feel that ,;rhen Lange's interpretation is compared with the 

rest of Scripture, and considered in the light of the 1~~ture of aDoca

lyptic :)..iterature, i-t, fails to present a correct interpretation of the 

passage. Objections can certainly be raised to the cyclical-spiritual 

interpretation presented as an alternate to Lange 1 s vie·rr. The indi vid

ual ~r.i.ll need to weigh the evidence for himself and make his o1m deci

sion. The fact that the millennium is mentioned only in l1evelation 20 

must make even the historical premillennialist realize that his doc

trine, if true, is cme of minor tmport to escha.tolo~r, since only here 

in Hevelation 20 is it mentioned. The informe.tion given regarding it 

is so limited that if one yrould develop the doctrine, he is driven to 
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speculation. 

The vr.citer feels st,rongly that the millennial question should 

never be used to divide the Church of Jesus Christ into t"\-m camps, ea~h 

of which accuses the other of 2. dishonest approach to the ':lord of God. 

The solution to the problem lies in a spirit of tolerance and mutual 

understanding, with a realization that there are i'ar greater issues 

i'acing the Clmrch today then the problem of a future millennium. qur 

task lies in a positive emphasis on ·world evangelism, looking forward 

to the 11blesl?ed hope:t of Christ 1 s return vrhen the Kingdom of God shall 

be peri'ected. Continued searc]:l.ing of the Scriptures regard:ing the 

whole question of_ eschatolog:r.r may develo~) more of a spirit of tolerance 

than of dogmatism. Tha.t this is true is seen in the vrritings of Henry 

Alford. Commenting on his interpretation of Hatthew 2.5 (in the sixth 

edition of his connnentary-), Alford breathes the gentle spirit of a 

true Christian and a thorough scholar vrhen he states: 

I thought it proper to sta.te in the third edition, that I did not 
feel by a.n,y means tb2..t full confidence vrhich I once did, in t,he 
exegesis, quoad propheticai interpretation, given of tl1e three 
portions of this cl:tap. -:o...-v. But I had no other system to substi..,. · 
tute: and some of the points here dwelt on seemed to me as vreighty 
as ever. I very much questioned ·whether the thorough study of 
Scripture prophecy Tmuld not :me.ke ne more and more distrustful of 
all b:u .. rr.c.n systematizing, and less -~;illing to hazard strong asser~ 
tion on any portion of t,he sub,ject.l 

. . . . . . 
1. I-Ienr-y- Alford, The Greek Testament, Vol. I, p. 257. 
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