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A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF NEHEMIAH WITH A VIEW TO
PREPARATION OF LESSON PLANS
IN RELATION TO EARLY ADOLESCENT BOYS

INTRODUCTIQHN.

A, The Subject

1. The Subject Stated and Explained,
The statement of the subject is as follows: A Study of

the Book of Nehemiah with a View to Preparation of Lesson Plans in

Relation to Early Adolescent Boys.

The purpose of this sttidy is: (1) to determine whether
or not the Book of Nehemiah is suitable for inclusion in the church
school curriculum for the sarly adolesceant boy; and in the event it
proves suitable, (2) to suggest lesson plans for the actual presenta=-

tion of the material,

2. The Subject Jugtified.

No ory is more often heard upon the part of the church
school superintendent then thet conceraning the impossibility of teache
ing early adolescent boys. It is complained that they won't listen
and that they create discipline problams., Not only, it is said, do
they asgsert themselves in class in unacoeptable and often unexpected
ways, but all too often it is at this age that their independence is

shown by dropping from the church school.,



On the part of the boys, the complaint is frequently
heard thatA“it‘s all just the same old stuff,.“

A brief review of the Book of Nehemiah gives evidence
of ite spirituel richness. The neglect into which the book has
fallen prompts one to desire to use it 2s a source of teaching
meterial, The characteristics of the book have led the writer to hold
tentetively the opinion of its suitability for insfructional use with
early sdolescent boys.

In viﬁw of the sbove considerastions, the study of the sub-

ject seems adequately justified.

3. The Subject Delimited.

The terms "early adolescent boys" and “intermediate boys®
will be used interchangesbly with reference to boys of twelvs, thirteen,
end fourteen years of age.

Exhaustive studies of the early adolé@scent boy have been
published from time to time, It seems adequate, therefore, for the
purposes of this study, to gether together only a summery of the
characteristics of the intermediate boy.

It ie also recognized that the Book of Nehemish is inex-
haustible., It is not the intention of this study to draw forth all
that might be gleaned from the book, but rather those concepts which
seem suiteble and empecially helpful to the adolescent boy.

The lesson plans will be suggestive rather than complete.
The uniqueness of individual groups and the distinct personalities

of teachers make necegsary individual adaptation. it is, however,

i1



intended that they be sufficiently detailed to give real aid to the

teacher who attempts the study with a group of early adolescent boys.

Bs The Sources for the Study

The sources will be threefold: (1) Original study of the
Book of Nehemiah, (2) survey of the materials in print concerning
the intermediate boy, and (3) survey of commentaries and other publi-

cations dealing with the Book of Nehemiah.
C. The Method of Procedure

First of all, it will be necessa.fy to establish objectives
suitable to early adolescent boys, These will be derived upon the
basis of & summary of his characteristics and their religious impli-
cations,

A study will then be made of the Book of Nehemiah to
determine its curricular value in the light of these objectives,

Finally, lesson plans will be developed which will utilize
from the Book of Nehemiah those particular elements which seem

closely related to the objectives,

1ii



CHAPTER I
A SURVEY OF THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE
EARLY ADOLESGENT BOY, A STATRMENT OF THEIR IMPLICATIONS,

AND A STATBLENT OF SPECIFIC OBJECIIVES FOR HIS
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

A. Introduction

As one approaches the problem of the preparation of
lesson plans for the study of the Book of Nehemiah by intermediate
boys, ﬁe is forced first of all to gain an adequate understanding
of the prospective students.

There is some tendency today to believe that the changes
that take place in the development of the adolescent are probably
not so numerous, so radical, so far-reaching, or so abrupt as was

1 However, since

agsumed in the earlier psychology of adolescence,
the process of growth brings a boy from childhood to early adolese
cence, and since the boy in our modern age is faced by a multiplicity
of new experiences, there are certain traits which come into proninence
during this particular period of his life,

Students of psychology and medicine are agreed that the
total personality must be regarded as psycho-somatic.z It is there=-
fore the total persomality and not one of its separate and diversified
aspects which responds to a situation. However, for the purpose of
olarity in analysis of the charactéristics and needs of early

1, Hedley S. Dimock: Rediscovering the Adolescent, p. 266,
2. Caroline B. Zachry: Emotion and Conduct in Adolescence, p. 3l.

1.



adolescent boys, it seems advantageous to consider the adolescent boy
with reference to his physiologicsal chara:c’ceristics » and his intellectual,
emotional, and moral and volitional development, together with the
religious implications of these characteristics for the individual boy,
and for method in teaching the individual boy.

This analysis is intended for use in connection with the
planning of lessomns in Nehemiéh for early intermediate boys, and material
which is not relevant to this purpose will be omitted,

In the light of the evj.dancé concerning the characteristics of
the intermediate boy, a statement of the specific religious implications
thereof for his personal religious experience, and for methods of instruc=-
tion will be formulated, and a statement of the objectives for his reli-

gious education will be presented.

B. Physiological Cheracteristics

Not all boys mature at the same chronological age, Wifhin the
range of normalcy, puberty may ocour by the elventh year, or be as late
as the sixteenth or seventeenth year of the boy's life, The modal age
is fourteen years.l |

Accompanying and preceding puberty, many physical changes take
place, There is apt to be a period of rapid growth. Within one year, a
boy sometimes gains ﬁrentyufive or thirty pounds in weight and four or
five inches in heighi:.:a Strength also increases markedly., There is

e o ¢ & & o

1, Lawrence K. Frank, "Physical Fitness and Health Problems of the Adoles-
cent", Americen Journal of Public Health, XXXV, (June, 1945), p. 575.
2. Douglas A, Thom: Normal Youth and Its Everyday Problems, p. 1l4.




usually apparent “physiological c}umsineas.“l The voice of the boy
changes from the ohildish to a more masculine pitch and fulness, The
appetite of the maturing boy is usually immense, Along with puberty
comes also & new sex consoiousness.2

The boy who does not reach puberty during his intermediate
years normally continues to grow at & more or less uniform and 6ansistent
rate, His strength often seems to increase more rapidly than his height,
resulting in a certaln awkwardness in handling his body.

wThere is comparatively little sickness among early adolescent
boyss; and boys and girls considered together; the lowest death fate is

emong the ten to fourteen-year-old age grouping.3
C. Psychologlcal Characteristics

1, Intellectual Characteristics,
a, Intellectual Capacity
Betweon the ages of twelve and fourteen, intelligence comes
near to maturity. "Rote memory, arithmetic reasoning, and some abstractl

nh

reasoning attain almost their maximum efficiency. It is, however, a

practical mind fitted for handl ing concrete situations, but little adapted
for abstract thinking.5 It is observed that there is often evidenced

the beginning of a deepening process, The mind is beginning to grasp,
especially during the 1at£er part‘of eerly adolescence, deeper meanings,

1. Frank, op. cit,, p. 576.

2, Tham, op., cit,, pp. 16«18,

3, Frank, op. cit., p. 578,"

4, Ernest M, Legon: The Growth and Development of Christian Personality,
a one page chart, . :

6., Frederick Tracy: The Psychology of Adolescence, p. 44.



"It sees more in the things that are presented to its view, begins to
make profounder interpretations of its experience and to harness the
products of sense-perception. ol
However, while the intermediate boy's capacity has in the
above respects increased, it becanes more and more difficult to enlist
his wavering attention for concentrated work, Anything serves to dis=
tract him, He is increasingly difficult to teach by the traditional

methods. 2

be Questioning of Authority

"The mind of the early adolescent still has many of the char-
acteristics of the child mind while it is discovering some of the modes
of adult ‘l:hink:’n.ng.":5 During childhood, most children accept the state-
ments of parents and teachers as final, It seems not to occur to them
to question their knowledge., This situation characteristically changes,
sometimes rather abruptly, as the boy reaches adolescence, Though more
apperent in middle and later adolescence, there is evidence of new powers

of evaluation even in early adolescence,

¢s Development of the Fantasy Life
Much of the intellectual activity of the early adolescent is
given over to fantasies,
"Though for many people the fantasy or daydream is common through=

out the entire span of life, there is no other time in life when
it is so rich and varied or & source of so much satisfaction to the

*® & & o & @

1, Ibid., p. 18.
2. Peter Blos: The Adolescent Personality, pp. 271=272.
3o Winifred V, Richmond: The Adolescent Boy, p. 5l.



individual,"d
During this period of life, the mind takes hold upon ideals,
builas air castles; and lays plans, It is true that there is real value
in such activity; but there is also great danger that it may becone an
easy and pleasant substitute for doing, a refuge from the difficulties
of reality, a means of compensating duties, or a reprehensible waste of

time, 2

des Intellectual Bewilderment
The mind of the adolescent tends to shift repidly from one
thing to another, It lights upon reasons that are actually only preju-
dices, Adult conceptions are placed upon a background of childish concep-
tions, and the intermediate is constantly bewildered in the attempt to
harmonize what he has discovered of the world of adult 1life with his vital

H

memories of the child wvorld.3

2. Emotional Characteristics
&, Ingtability
". . The adolescent is admitted to be the most unstable of
bei.ngs."4 There is & proneness to be fitful and unpredictable, "It is
a period of contradictions, opposite moods and tanpers succeeding one
another with great rapidity."5 The boy may be extremely vacillating., The
condition of his physical being tends to cause increase and decrease in

interests, It is quite possible that he will be very lifeless and dull

1. Ibid., p. 153,

2. Layton Fraser: The Early Adolescent Boy; His Characteristics and Needs
and a Plan for Meeting These Needs, an unpublished thesis, p., 18.

3. Ricmond, op. cit., p. 51.

4, Tracy, op. cit., p. 108,

. Be Ibid.o, P 18,



1
one time and overflowing with energy and enthusiasm at another, The
adolescent boy has been desoribed as follows:
"There is probably no other human being who can be, upon occasion,
so utterly lazy and 'shiftless' as an adolescent boy, unless it be
an adolescent girl, And there is probably no other human being

who, if the mood takes him, can throw himself with such prodigious 2
energy and vim, into any undertaking upon which he sets his heart,"
Therefore, if any continued effort is to bhe exerted elong a given line,

there seems %o be a very definite need for strong motivation.

be Desire for Approbation
"The desire for epprobation shows itself in all sorts of wholescme
and unwholesame ways, It leads to industry and worthy smbition and
also to false social evaluations and dishonest means of geining
attention, It differs from the childish 'showing off' in that it has
e different social background, It is not mere egoism, but the desire
to adjust one's self with advantege to a socisal enviroment,%
In other woards, there tends to be lack'ing a sufficient sense of security.
The adolescent, as a result, is overly semsitive. He often feels himself
misunderstood end frequently barricades himself behind an exterior of
apparent indifference and even stolidity.

The adolescent may resort even to apparent laginess in the ’
effort to gain nagging attention, Occasionally this desire for epprovel
and attention results in a negative attitude., This atbtitude is smetimes
menifested by the intermediate through his refusal to assume responsibility
dus to & fear of inadequecy in the si’t;uat.‘:.tm.4

¢, Acute Conscientiousness

"The conscience of adolescence is a friendly monitor and also an
inquisitorial torment, It is often & Pharisaic conscience, legalistic

L . L J . - .

l. Ibid., p. 108,

2, Loc, cit, :
3. Evelyn Leigh Mudge: The Psychology of Barly Adolescence, pp. 9596,
4, Zachry, op. oit,, p. 187,



and particuler, castigating the boy or §ir1 for slight infractions
of law or for purely imsginary faults."

Of'ten the boy seems incapable of arriving et a satisfactory

standerd or code of ethics,

d, Independence

As the social contacts widen, more and more of the experience
of an adolescent boy lies beyond the influences and control of the
femily., The process of emancipation from a family-centered existence
goes on usually more or less unconsciously for several years in the
hea)l thy-minded 'boy..2 The outward manifestation of the inward change of
attitude may be very marked and may even appear suddenly. The adoles-
centts desire to assert himself and to determine his own destiny fre—
quently results in a variety of discipline problems. Fe is a‘pt to becane
disobedient to perental cummands and wishes, Officiousﬁess sppesars,
coupled with a tendency to argumentation and the "know-it=all" attitude,
Frequently the boy displays open contanpt for father and mother as
"old fogies."® He is inclined to say in spirit if not in actual words,
"If I must, I won't." The boy is characteristicelly fearful of an invasion
upon the territory of his newly won freedom. The early adolescent period
is the age when the worst insult you can offer & boy is to say that he .
is "tied to his mother's apron strings".5

The teacher must lead rather than dictete, The adolescent
needs assistence in readjusting his coneept of his own place in the femily

® & ¢ o o .

1, Mudge, op. cit., p. 96.
2. Zachry, op. cit., p. 170.
3. Ibid., p. 171.

4, Leon C, Palmer: Youth and the Churoh, p. 16.
5. 1Ibid., pp. 15=16.



circle, and in determining his responsibility to the wider cirele of

which he is in the process of beconing a part.

8, Gregariousness.

It is during the period of early adolescemce that the soéial
impulses normelly begin to dominate the personality., The early adoles-
cent begins to reech out into a wider circle in the formation of friendships.
Typically, he finds companions of about his own age and with more or less
similar testes and interests, Frequently they band together in a rather
closely knit group often designated by them as "the gang."l A study
reported by Hedley S, Dimock revealed, however, that the tightly knit
gang is not & universal expression of the sociel lif‘ev of adolescence, The
cohesiveness of the group has a positive correlation to the socio-economic
level. The more closely knit gangs appear on the whole among the less

privileged classes.z

3. Moral and Volitional Characteristics
&, Altruism and Responsibility.

The characteristic conduct of & child is that of essuming little
or no responsibility for determining what he shall do and whet he shall
leave undone, and of spending all the time not otherwise requisitioned
iﬁ thoughtless play with others of his own age. The advent of adolescence
marks the begimming of a change, The boy begins to see in himself a member
of & social order that exists for a seriocus purpose, and in which each
individual has his own part to play, his own course to pursue, and his‘cmn

1, Luella Cole: Psychology of Adolescence, pp. 20~-21,
2. Dimock, op. cit., pe 2734



ends to achieve, He recognizes also that he is under certain obligations
touching the rights and claims of the other members of this social order.l
"Adolescence sees a distinct development of the altruistic spirit
essential to a worthy morality. Helpfulness, social loyalty,
service to ths wgrld, became ruling ideas in the idealistic years
of adolescence,"

It is true, nevertheless, that the dawn of responsibility and
of altruism are not unadulterated., There comes side by side with them the
develomment of the consciousness of self and alsc increased impulses of
self~interest, With his backiround of child morals and his new Iinterests
and contacts, it is natural that often there develops &n illogical mixture
of ethical attitudés, During this paradoxicgl period, a boy may seem selfw
centered almost to heertlessness and still mey at times display a loyal

devotion to his chwum or to his family or other soeicl graupg.s

bs Conformity
As has already been mentioned, the early adolescent identifies
himself with a group of friends of about his own age and with similar
1n%erests. He becomes intensely loyal to this group, What the gang
approves, he approves, It has been said that the distinguishing mark of
this stage psychologically is the blind acceptance of group standards and
equelly intense loyalty to group interests, irrespective of higher standards

and wider human horizons.*

¢, Lack of Control
During the years from twelve to sixteen the majority of boys
shift from prepubescent to postpubescent status, As has been mentioned,
this period is usually accompenied by marked physicel growth; Some
e s s ¢ o o
1. Tracy, op. cites; p. 44.
2. Mudge, ope o0it., pp. 94-095,

3. Ibid., p. 95.
4, Cole, opes cite, Pe 2l.
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scientists hold thet periods of rapid physical growth are accampanied
by relative loss of emotional control, Volitional responses are there-
fore regarded as determined by the extent of the achievement of the
individual in the rationel control of movements,

Other scientists differ as to the basis of loss of control.
They relate this phencmenon to society and not to biology. In other
words, they state that socliety pressures are responsible for the design
or patterns of human behavior during adolescence.1

In any case, it may safely be stated that under existing condi-
tions, the equilibrium of the immer life seems often to be disturbed.
Feelings, impulses, desires, and appetites exert themselves with new
power, and the adolescent-becomes controlled at intervals primarily by
his emotions, At other times intelligence seems to be on the throne and
conduct hecomes more genuinely volitional,? Barly adolescence is a
period of life characterized by opposite moods and tempersw—-cf actions
based upon rational- choices and intermittently, actions based upon

irresponsible impulses,

d. Hero Worship.
Actions of adolescents often spring from the impulse to imitate,
", « Young adolescents readily identify themselvés in imagination with
heroes and heroines of fact or fiction,"S
There is a basic need for constructive use of this tendency,
Guidance should be given the adolescent boy in the choice of worthy

1‘ DimOOk, Op. cit.; P. 276.
2. Tracy, op. cit., p. 18,
3. Zachry, op. cit., p. 256.
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heroes and heroines,

D. The Relationship of the Psychologilcal and
Physiological Characteristics of the Intermediate Boy to his
Personal Religious Development.

The boy of twelve to fourteen is in the process of becaning
a very different person. "When I was a child, I understood as a child,.
I thought as a child: ©but when I became a men, I put away childish
*t:hings.":,L

The psychological and physiological characteristics of the
early adolescent boy have been discusseds These characteristics have
an impact upon the religious life of the boys The re ngioﬁs experisnces
and concepts of the child are not necessarily suited to the youth of
twelve or fourteen.

Specifically, it has been found that the twelve, thirteen and
fourteen-year-old boys are frequently concerned among other things with
the following:

1, Standard or Code of Ethics--The Pharasaic or legalistic con-
science of the.early adolescent, his desire for conformity, and his new
sense of independence all maeke urgent the adoption of a suitable Christian
standard or code of ethics, |

The Psalmist stated that God's Word was "a lamp unto my feet,
end a light to my path."2 The intermediate boy needs to find in actusl
experience that the Bible may be his "rule of faith and practice,"

*® 5 O & o @

1. I Cor. 13:11.
2. Psalms 119:105.
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2. Instability=-=-The ccmmencing instabllity of the early adolescent
has religioué implications, This instability is found in the religious
experience as well as in other areas of life, and is characterized in
greater or less degree by loyalty to Christ alternating with waywardness
and by devotion interchanging with apparent irreverence.

The intermediate boy needs to yield supreme loyalty to Christ
and to His cause. He needs to surrender himself to Christ and "prove
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God."1 There
awaits also for him a stebilizing experience of fellowship with Christ
in vital prayer, It has been determined that most ihtermediate boys
"say" prayers at bed time, but in all but a few cases the bed-time
prayer is "The Lord‘'s Prayer" with & few additional petitions such as
"God bless Mother and Father" or "deke me a better 'boy."2

3. Questioning of Authority~-The awakening tendency toward ques-
tioning of authority bears a very real reletion to the religlous life of
the boy.' For example, among intermediates it has been found that there
is frequently a sense of doubt regarding the value of prayer., The
authority of the Bible and the problem of suffering are examined, The
doctrine of life after death is also questioned.5

If in the process of readjustment and reinterpretation it is
found necessary to discard any long=-cherished belief, or even to recast
and restate its interpretation, it may result in acute mental suffering
and emoticnal upse‘b.4

1. Romans 12:2, King James Version. , :
2. Internmationel Council of Religious Yducation: Christian Beligion in
Growing Lifew~-The International Curriculum Guide, Book III, p. 22.

3o Loc, cit,
4. Tracy, Opc cit., Pu 193 and Po 1950
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Re=ovaluation is good and necessary. It has been said

that it is as impossible for one person to think fbrranother as it
would be to digest for him, There is need, however, for the teacher
to be prepared to supply factual informetion of both secular and
religious character, and to guide the student in this re-svaluation.

4, Conversione=Conversion does not commonly occur beforse the
age of twelve, Though the high point is‘reached during middle
adolescence, the incidence increases rapidly from the years twelve to
fourteen, This does not just "happen" to be the case, but is related
naturally to‘the psychological characteristics. If the boy is troubled
by & sense of guilt arising fram his conscientiousness, the way is
paved for him to turn to God for forgiveness of sin. His developing
independence demands that he establish his own relationship to Christe=
that he‘ no longer depend upon the faith of his parents or upon the
sense of security given him through membership in a Sunday school or
other organizetion, His awakening mind demands that he deal with the
problems of eternity, The sense of altruism which he possesses is
challenged by the demands of Christ upon his 1life,

Conversion, then, is a specifically religious phenomenon

which is apt to occur during this period of development, To lead
the early adolescent boy into an experience of saving faith in Christ

is at once the problem, opportunity, and challenge to his teacher,

E, The Significance of the Psychological and Physio=-
logical Characteristics of the Intermediste Boy
With Respeot to Pedagogical Methods.

Inherent in the psychological and physiological characteristics
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of the early adolescent boy are certain pedagogical implications for
religious instruction.

The tendency toward hero worship suggests the importance
of supplying God=-fearing, realistic heroes,

The development of the fantasy life suggests the use of stories,

In the developing sense of responsibility may be seen the need
for opportunities for practical expression of service to God and man,
The gregarious quality suggests group service activities,

The need for approbation warns the teacher that he must be
alert for honest expression of such approval, |

The independence of the intermediate boy, canbined with his
new but immature efforts at intellectual exploration, warns the teacher
that he must not think for the student, bub must be a guide to him,
Tectfulness and sympathetic suggestion must be the method,

The varying degrees of physiological development existing in
a typical group of boys of the twelve to fourteen-year grouping gives
added importance to the ever present problem of individual differences.
Diverse interests and capabilities must be recognized and provision
- must be made for the development of the individual boy.
Finally, the mental characteristics of the intermediate boy

indicate that the material must be presented as concretely as possible.

F. ©Specific Objectives

The characteristics of the adolescent boy, and their religious

implications, suggest definite and specific objectives toward which the
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Bibie teacher of this boy should strive, They may be fermulated as follows:

1, The experience of the forgiveness of sin through God in Christ as .
a personal Savior.

2. The recognition of God in Christ as Lord.

3. A sense of being & co=worker together with God.

4, The habit of looking to the Bible as a standard for conduct,

5. A growlng desire to assume responsibility in the progrem of the
church school and church, a

6e "A growing ability to formulate clearly intellectual questions
concerning religion and to seek through thought, prayer, and the experience
of others their true enswer,"l

7. An understanding of the relation of the youth to the home and to
the community.

8. The expsrience of group worship.

9. A vital experience of personal prayer,

g, Summary

The period of early adolescence may be briefly described as a
period during which an expanding personality is meeting widening vistes.
It is characterized by an expanding intellect which has not yet learned
to desl with the problems which it meets; by inadequate socisl and moral
adjustment to the broadening vista of 1life; and withal, by imagination,
fickleness, self-consciousness, and assertiveness.

* L d . L L] L]

1. I. C. of R. E., Op. cit,, p. 54,
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These charecteristics of adolescent life have certain impli-
cations for the religious life of the intermediate boy, There is need
for a stendsrd of ethics, for the interpretation of this stenderd in terms
of life, for the yielding of the entire life to Christ as Master, for the
re-interpretation and establishment of beliefs, for vital prayer experiences,
and for the ascceptance of Christ as Savior,

The charecteristics of the adolescent boy alsc throw light upon
methods to be employed in his religious instruction. They suggest the
value of the use of the hero-motive, of stories, service projects, group
activities, and the expression of honest approbation,

The pedagogical and personel religious implications of the
characteristics of the early adolescéent boy suggest specific objectives for
his Christien education. These objectives relate to the boy's attitude
toward God, his Christian experience, attitude toward the Bible, and his

relationship to his home, church, and community.



CHAPTER 1I

AN EVALUATION OF NEHRMIAH IN MEETING THE NEEDS OF
INTERAEDIATE BOYS

A, Introduction

Whet message does the Book of Nehemiah have for intermediate
boys? Is it written in such a fashion as to lend itself to pedagogical
methods suitable for use in the instruction of early adolescent boys?
These are the questions which it is the purpose of this chapter to
answer.

In order to determine the suitability of the contents of this
book, the contents will be campared with the specific objectives set up
in Chapter I. Likewise, to determine the fitness of the book with respect
to pedagogical method, the book will be examined with respect to its
adaptability to the perticular methods pointed out in the first chapter
of this study.as suitable for use in the instruction of intermediate boys.

"Upon the basis of the findings brought to light in the course
of these camparisons, a conclusion will be reached as to the suitebility

of this book for use in the religious education of intermediate boys.

Bs The Content Value of Nehemish in Meeting the
Needs of Early Adolescent Boys
1. In Relation to the Experience of the Forgiveness of Sin through
God in Christ as a Personal sevior.
At the opening of the Book of Nehemiah, the Israelites were greatly

afflicted. A brief survey of the record of the history of Judah shows one

17
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that the trouble which hed come upon this people was a judgment upon them
for their unfaithfulness, As the story of Nehemish unfolds, it portrays the
hand of God put forth in behalf of His people who are ready to repent and
return unto Him, The writer of this book has singled out events and recorded
attitudes which tell the stofy of the response of the people Yo God. It
records fheir faith and obedience as evidenced by their works, even in the
face of oppositiom. It tells of repentance and of a covenant méde with God,
and of worship purified and re-established at the csnter -of the nation. 1In
the twelfth chapter, the sceme portrayed is one of rejoicing. The reader is
thus brought face to face with the faithfulness and mercy of God in blessing
an obedient people,

The attitude of heart requisite to saving faith in Christ is the
heart attitude/for which this book appealss The book is not intended as 2
logical explanation of the plan of salvation, However, the necessary appre-
ception of the grace of God as revealed in Christ at the Cross will be readily
acquired once the intermediste has been led through the record of this book

to a sense of personal sin and true repenteance,

2« In Relation to the Recognition of God in Christ as Lord.
The Book of Nehemiah is a picture book in which dre sketehed two

plctures related to the concept of the Lordship of God. One of thess
pictures is drawn in the prayer of the Levites in Chapter 9 and the sealing of
the covenant in Chapter 10, 1In this segment, a contrast is made hetween the
repeated sin of Israel and God's great mercy, Because of past judgment upon
sin, end in remembrance of God's great mercy, a covenant -is sealed expressing
the dedicetion of the Israelites to God.

The intermediate boy may be led to continue the account of God's
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grace and judgment in terms of the New Testament, and to see his own
need of responding to Christ as Lord even as the Israelites gave themselves
in dedication to God unto the ke.eping of His commands.

The second picture is given us in this book in the story of the
“villains" who worked against God with Sanbasllat as their leader, ‘and the
vstory of the "hero" Nehemiah who served God with his whole heart. Nehemish
heard the report concerning the need in Jerusalem, and ‘though he himself
held e coaforteble position, yet he wes deeply concerned for his people, He
prayed for Israel, He cared sufficiently to endanger himself for their sake.l
When he finally reached Jerusalem, it was with a sense that God had sent him
end given him & work to do on its behali‘.2 He was & man cf decision and of
faith, and an able leader of men.3 His talents were spent in the service
of God, snd in the providence of God he was able to carry the work to com=-
pletion in spite of the opposition whieh he fé,ced.a‘ He was also & leader
at the dedication of the walls unto (}od..5 Years later, when the priest had
permitted a misuse of the temple of God, Nehemiah showed himself still a men
of agtion and a faithful servant of God in casting forth all the housshold
stuff of Tobieh, commanding that the chambers be cleansed, and restoring
again the vessels to the house of God with the meal-offerings and the frank-
.’1.1'1<:enase.6 The further corruptions which hed come into the 1life of Jerusalem
Nehemiah also set right.7 In contrast to the life of Nehemiah is the record
made by Sanballats; He also was a leader of men, but his energies were spent
opposing the purpose of God and troubling the lives of His servants, His
efforts ceme to naught, and he is remembered only as an undesirable character,

. & & & & 9

1. Nehemiah 2:2.

2. Nehemiah 2:12.

3. Nehemiah 2:17-20.
4, Nehemiah 6:15

5., Nehemish 12:31

6. Nehemiah 13:4-9,
7. Nehemiah 13:15=30,



The intermediate boy may be led to see through this contrast
between the lives of Nehemiah and Senbellat the futility of a life lived
unto self, and the profitableness and blessedness of a life‘livéd in
the service of God.,

In the fuller light of the New Testament, the believer is called
to a rela%ionship to Christ as Lord, which is somewhat different and in meny
respects goes beyond the dedication of the 0ld Testament saints to God.

The basic motives for such a life, however, remain the same--CGod's grace
first of all, and secondly, the profitableness of obedience and unprofitable=~

ness of disobedience.

3. In Relation %o & Sense of being & Co-worker together with God.

It is easy to feel that only distinctly spiritual acts ure service
to God-=that there is a definite division between the secular and the sacred
areas of 1ife. Nehemiah teaches a lesson which is much needed by many inter-
mediate bbys. He shows~=not through logical argument, but by the illustration
of & people working together in mamual labor, cocperating with one another
in the rebuilding of their city yet thereby serving God=-that such labor is
truly blessed of God and is a part of His total work, It required much hard
" work to clear away the rubble and to repair the gates and walls. The people
were mocked by Sanballat as "feeble JEWS".l He and his followers were a
constant threat to safety., It even became necesssry to set helf of the workers
apart as guerds to afford protection, but still they worked on. In spité of
the faét that they as workmen and guards underwent denger and expended their
energy freely in the task, yet when the work was completed, even their
enemies perceived that God hed worked with them and had wrought the work:

e e s o o o

1. Nehemish 4:2
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"So the wall was finished . . . And it came to pass that when all

our enemiss heard thereof, that all the nations that were about us

feared, and we?e much cast down in their omm e¥es; for they per-

ceived that this work was wrought of our God." ~

4. In Relation to the Habit of Looking to the Bible as a Standard
for Conduct.

It is generally accepted among Christisns that the Bible is the
guide to right living. The Westminster catechism adopts the statement given
in the Seripbtures themselves:

"411 Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly
furnished unto all good works."?

The intermediate boy needs tc be led to see that the Word of
God is the key to the understanding of the will of God for his life. The
Book of Nehemiah offers to the teacher a splendid opportunity to present
the Bible as a guide to an understanding of the will of God for daily living.

In Nehemiah there is pictured a people who were adrift=--ignorant
in a great measure of God's Word. They heard the Word of God and repented,
and covenanted to keep the law as their standard for living. It is
stated in Kehemiah 8 that the people gathered themselves together and
requested that Ezra the scribe read to them from the Book of the Law of
Moses. The assenblege learned that it was commended that the children of
Israel should dwell in booths in the feast of the seventh month.3 Immediate
obedience was then given to the comm.and.4 The reéding of the law continued

for seven days. At the close of this feriod, there was an expression of
deep repentance and the people entered voluntarily into & covenant to walk
in God's law,

¢ & & & ¢

1, Nehemiah 6:15-16

- 2, II Timothy 3:16, King James Version.
3. Nehemish 8:14

4, Nehemish 8:16-17
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The covenant specifically mentioned marrisge alliances, Sabbath
observance, usury, and the temple taxes as points in daily living which
were to be altered, God's commands were the standard to which Israel agreed
to yield obedience, The surrender of the people to the will of God was one
of the steps which led to the scene of Jjoy described in the twelfth chapter
of Nehemiah,

This example from the life of Israel may be used as an effective
i)asis for the instruction of the intermediate boy in ﬁhe use of the Bible

as & standard of right and wrong.

5, In Relation to the Development of a Orowing Desire to Assume
Responsibility in the Program of the Church School ﬁnd Church,

The intermediate boy may be taught the importance of agsuming
his responsibility to the church and church school through the negative
example of the Israelites as recorded in Nehemiah, and through the positive
exemple of Nehemish, |

The Israelites had personally covenanted with God to keep his
commandments. One of those conmandments was the keeping of the sacrifice
of the first fruits, the giving of the third-part of a shekel as a temple
tax, and the giving of the tithe of the crops produced.

While Nehemish was away from Jerusalem, the commandment concern=-
ing the giving of the tithe to the Levites had been ignored. When Nehemiah
returned to Jerusalem, he found the house of God forsaken, for the Levites
he.d found it necessary to go to the fields and work.l Thus thg failure to
give the tithe had disrupted the worship of God.

EEERE

1, Nehsmiah 13:10-11.
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A second aspect of fhe individual's responsibility for the work
of God and the worship of God is illustrated through the example of the
life of Nehemizh,

Nehemiah himself was a layman., Yet as a servant of God and a
leader of the people, he found it necessary to take a definite responsi-
bility in the spiritual leadership of Jerusalem aad for the work of the
temple. He fulfilled his responsibility by assuming leadership in the
service of dedication of the walls.l Later, when there was need for an
additional reform in life and worship--the first reform hed taken place
ebout twelve years before-w-lehemiah was ready to step in and cleanse the
court of the house of God, restore the tithe and the keeping of the Sabbath,
deal with the problem of mixed marriage, and purify the priesthood.,

Some of the particular‘avenues of service for the early adoles-
cent boy in the church school are different from the responsibilities
which rested upon Nehemiah and upon the Israelitish people, but the impor-
tance of lay service in giving and in God-fearing leadership may be effectively
taught from these examples from the lives of the children of Israel and from

the service of Nehemiah.

6. In Relation to & Growing Ability to Formulate Clearly Intellectusl
Questions Concerning Religion and to Seek Through Thought, Prayer, and the
Experience of Qthers Their True Answer.

The Book of Nehemieh speaks to the heart far more than to the
head. It is not especially adapted to aid the student to formulate more
clearly his intellectusl problems and doubts; nor does it give much assistance
in answering such doubts and questions upon an intellectual level.

L * * L . L]

3. Nehemiah 12:31
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'7.' In Relation to an Understanding of the Relationship of the

Youth to thé Home and to the Community.

The Book of Nehemiah gives two illustrations which may be
of assistance to the intermediste boy in gaining an understanding of
the implications of citizenship. Though these portrayels of patrio-
tism are upon en adult level, they illustrate aspects of citizenship
important to youth and adult alike-=~self-sscrifice and individual res-
spongibility,

Nehemiah, as the cupbearer of the king of Persie, was actually
a kind of prime minister and master of ceremonies, beoth in one. Undoubt~
edly he was the recipient of roye.i favor beyond and above all fhe rest
of the pala.ce.l In spite of his own prosperity, he took to his heart’
the news of the condition of Jerusalem and the ‘strait of the remnant
dwelling there. His first step was not to call a gathering of
Israelites to discuss relief matters--rather he ", , wept, and mourned
certain days; and o » (he) fasted snd prayed before the God of heaven . . "2
Then when he had prayed, he became an instrument in God's hands for the
answering of that prayer., His earnest consecration is displayed in his
willingness to present his request Eefore the king in spite of the dsnger
involved, and in his energetic and faithful leadership in carrying through
the repsiring of the wuils.

The response of the Israelites as they were called upon to
build the wallé is also en illustration of genuine patriotism. They
resolved to build and no opposition deterred them.3 They rallied to the

¢ s o o 0 o

1, Alexander Whyte; ‘Bible Characters—-Ahithophel to Nehemiah, p. 233,
2+ Nehemish 1:4,
3. Nehemiah 2:18
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task, united in a great common work for the good of the whole community.

Rich and poor alike gave of their time and energy for the common good.

8. In Relation to the Experience of Group Worship.

In Nehemiah there appears one of the great Biblical segments
upon group worship. The people gathered themselves together, and upon
their request Ezra read to them from the Book of the Lew of Moses, It
is described in Nehemish as follows:

"And Bpra opened the book in the sight of all the people; (for he
was above all the people;) and when he opened it, all the pecple
stood up: and Ezra blessed Jehovah, the great God. And all the
people answered, Amen, fmen, with the lifting up of their hands:
and they bowed their heads, and worshipped Jehovah with their faces
to the ground."

Another worship scene appeers in the ninth chapter:

YNow in ths twenty and fourth day of this month the children of
Israel were assembled with fasting, and with sackcloth, and esrth
upon them. And the seed of Israel separated themselves from all
foreigners, and stood and confessed their sins, and the iniquities
of their fathers, And they stood up in thelr place, and read in
the book of the lew of Jehovah their God a fourth part of the day;
end another fourth part they confessed, and worshipped Jehovah
their God." :

Then the Levites commanded the people:

"Stand up and bless Jehovah your God from everlasting to everlasting;
and blessed be thy glorious name, which is exalted ebove 2ll blessing
and praise."

There follows a great masterplece as the record gives the prayer

of contemplation of the Levi‘bes.4 God's faithfulness and justice is also

recognized in the prayer of confession and pe'bition.5

a4 &« ¢ & 8 @

1. Nehemiah 8:5~6
2. Nehemish 9:1-3
3. Hehemieh 9:5

4, Nehemiah 9:6~15
5, Nehemish 9:16-37
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As in the case of all true worship and confession, this scene is
followed by action--the action of making end sealing a covenant of obedience
‘o the law of God.

The dedication of the wall was a further occasion of & great
éervice of public worship. The Levites were brought to Jerusalem "to keep
the dedication with gladness, both with thenksgivings, and with singing,
with cymbals, psalteries, and with harps."l The priests and the Levites
purified themselves and they purified the people, the gates, and the
wall.2 Then Nehemiah led the princes of Judah up upon the wall, and
divided them into two great companies, which gave thanks and went in
procession.3 It was a scene of great thanksgiving and praise., Nehemish
described the event in the following way:

- "And they offered great sacrifices that day, snd rejoiced; for God
. hed made them rejoice with great joy; and the women alsc and the
g?}%&zem rejoiced: so that the Joy of Jerusalem was heard even afar

Again came practical action. Officers were appointed to gather
| the tithes and offerings for the priests and Levites.® They also
separated from Israel all the mixed multitude.6

The intermediate may be led to understand something of the
solemnity and also, at times, of the joyousness of group worship., He may
also be led to see the unity of spirit which lies back of true group
worship, and the implications for action which are inherent in it., Not
only may he be led to see with his understanding these factors of worship,
but- especielly as the prayer of contemplation is considered, he may be led

l. Nehemiah 12:27
2. Nehemiah 12:30
3+ Nehemiah 12:31
4, Nehemiah 12:43
5., Nehemiah 12:44
6. Nehemiah 1333
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into an actual ekxperience of worship. The contrast between the joyocus

worship upoh the occasion of the dedication of the wall and the scene in
our own nation which followed the declaratidn of victory in Europe may be
presented. With this contrast in mind, the place of worship in national
victory, and also in lesser victories, may be discussed and made readily

apparent to the early adolescent boy.

9« In Relation to a Vital Experience of Personal Prayer.

It has been said of Nehemish that he was e man who practiced
the presence of God."' Truly his prayer life was remarkable,

When Nehemiah was made aware of the need of his counitrymen,
he turned at once to prayer., The prayer in Nehemiah 1:4-11 commences with
adoration and confession, and turns to petition and self-dedication.

The reference to the silen? prayer in Nehemiah 2:4 is significant
in any consideration of the spiritual life of Nehemish, and it should serve
as an encouragement to intermediate boys to pray when in a "tight spot".

In connection with this prayer, there is recorded the answer, for Nehemlah
did not lose favor with the king, but was permitted to travel to Jerusalem
and underteke the work there with the approval of the king. The teacher
should make plain to the intermediate boy that when he prays aright, he too
may expect a definite answer.

Running through the prayers in the Book of Nehemiah is a definite
consciousness of the responsibility to work toward the goal, even though
prayer has been offered, The close relationship of prayer and work is
especially apparent in Nehemiah 4:9 and 6:9. . It will prove helpful to the
intermediate boy if he can grasp this relationship.

Nehemiah's prayer for God!'s mercy in view of his, Nehemiah's,

ovn faithfulness in service is given in Nehemiah 13:22, This prayer affords
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en opportunity for the teacher to point out the close connection between

obedience and steadfastness, snd the outpouring of the grace and mercy of

God.

C. The Adaptebility of Nehemish with Respect
to Pedagogical Methods Suitable in the Instruction of Intermediszte Boys.

The Book of Nehemiah is a simply-told, straight-~forward record.
The record does not give arguments concerning abstract philosophical or
theological pbints. Rather, it records how God moved and man responded.
That is to say, the message of the book is presented in terms of actual
life experiences with glimpses'given behind stage which show the hand of
God at work in behalf of His people. Such en approech to spiritual
truths is aptly sulted to the concrete-mindedness of early adolescent
boys.

The account given in the Book of Nehemiah is nerrative in form.
A good story, end especially a good, true story with plenty of action has
a great appeal for the intermediate boy, In this respect, the Book of
Nehemiah again lends itself well to instructional purposes. fhe story
moves rapidly--e cause, & courageous leader, enemies and opposition
with final vietory, spiritual reconstruction, a great pageant at the
dedication of the waells, and then an edditional reformetion, The messes
of people in the story are grouped as Semaritans and Israelites, Singled
out ﬁy neme are only & comparatively few characters, For this reason, the
story is camperatively easy to follow. The scenes portrayed in the early
portion of the story are of a type sufficientiy femiliar to be readily

understood by the intermediate boy. As the story progresses, it pertrays
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scenes of a less familiar type and refers to customs and regulations
with which the average intermediate boy is slightly or not at all
acquainted. Early adolescent boys will therefore need assistance in
picturing and understanding the latter portion of the story, but the
interest built up in the first portion of the story, and the continued
action in the second portion should be sufficient to overcome this diffi-
culty. Furthermore, for some boys, the very strangeness of the material
will only increase the interest.

The leading figure in the story is that of Nehemiah, He is
colorful, energetic, coursgeous, discerning, honest, end successfpl-—
the type of man readily accepted by the intermediate boy as his hero.
From the point of view of the instructor, Nehemiah is-a worthy hero to
present to intermediate boys, for in addition to his appeal to their
imaginations, he stands as an example of & man who faithfully served and
obeyed God.,

The tendency of intermediate boys to act in groups, their
need for guided study and thinking, combined with the great individuwal
differences in early adolescent boys makes the project method an
especially fine method for use in their instruction. The Book of
Nehemiah lends itself peculiarly well to this type of presentation,

The story conteained in Nehemiah ig not only a good story, but
portions of it may readily be dramatized. Tﬁe story of the reconstruction
of the cityland the story of the dedication of the walls2 are both aptly
suited for presentation in this form. Musieal, artistic, manusl, literary
and dremetic talents may all be utilized in such a project.

4 % ® 8 & o

l. Nehemiah 1:1=6:16
2. Nehemiah 12:27=~47
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The historical setting of the Book of Nehemish, its story and
message may readily be presented through a "newspaper" project. The story
abounds in headline material, The nature of the events which transpired
leave ample opportunity for editorial comment.' A& Vfunny paper" may be
inciuded as the entire story may be represented in comic strip fom, In
addition, scenes from the Book of Nehemisah may be modeled and photographed
for the "newspaper.”

The idealism of the intermediate boy and his urge to "do" may
be channeled into a community service project which might fittingly
accompany the study of the portion of Nehemiah .concerning civil recon-
struction.

Early adolescent boys characteristically are concrete minded.

It is therefore especially helpful to use pictures to aid the students

in objectif'ying the stories and concepts presented. The teacher of the
Book of Nehemiah is fortunmate in that several of the scenes fram this book
have been the subject of masterpieces. Reprints often may be secured from
public 1ibraries or they may be purchased cheaply in slide or reprint

form,
D. Suwmary

Nehemiah contains much material which has teaching value for
the early adolescent boy. The book teaches largely through example, - From
the experience of the Israelites, the intermediste boy may be led to see
the consequences of sin and the blessedness of repentance and recognition
of the lordship of God. The boy may be léd to see that all acts, if done
to the glory of God, are service to Gods The stress in the Book of

Nehemiah upon the reading of the Book of the Law of lioses, and the key
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part the words of this book played in the reconstruction of the lives of
the people points up the lesson for the intermediste boy of the place of
the Word of God as a standard of faith and practice, The worship scenses
in the Book of Nehemiah may be used to give rise to en experience of true
worship and to consequent impulses for right living. The intermediate boy's
faithi in prayer, and his understanding of the relationship of prayer and
personal effort may be strengthened and deepened through e study of the
prayer experiences of Nshemiah, Through the example of the Israslites,
the inteﬁnediate boy may be led to see the importance of faithfulness '
in his responsibility to his church school and church, and to understand
something of the implications of c¢citizenship.

The Book of Nehemiah makes little or no contribution to the
need of the intermediate boy with respect to the formulation and answering
of intellectual problems concerning the authority of the Scriptures or the
validity of Christianity.

Nehenish lends itself readily to presentation by pedagogical
merthods suitable to early adolescent boys., This book is & picture book
teaching spiritual truths through the medium of actiial life experiences.
Because of this concrete approach to spiritual problems, the message of the
book is comparatively easily understood by early adolescent boys. The book
may be readily presented through the use of the project wethod. The story
method alsocflay be employed, The rapid movement of events and action, com-
bined with the hero qualities of Nehemish make the story conteined in the

Book of Nehemish of special interest to intermediate boys.
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e Conclusion

the examination of the messege of the Book of HNehemiah has
shown that the teachings of this book correspond quite closely with the
gpecific objectives for the religious instruction of intermediaste boys.

the book has been examined and found to be readily adaptable to
methods of teaching suitable for use in the instruction of early adoles-
cent boys.

Therefore, it is concluded that the Book of Nehemish is adapteble

for use in the religious education of esrly adolescent boys.



CHAPTER III

SUGGESTED LESSON PLANS FOR THE TEACHING OF NEHEMIAH
TO EARLY ADOLESCENT BOYS

A, Introduction

It is the purpose of this chapter to present a seriess of
lesson plans for the gﬁidance of the teacher in teaching the Book of
Nehemiah to early adolescent‘boys. Since much of the detail of a class
period hinges upon the particular turn of a discussion or the spontaneous
suggestions of the pupils, it is not possible to outline the lessons in
full detail,

The attempt is made in these lessons to present the major
emphasis of the Biblical material and to draw present-day applications,
There are many gems of truth in this book which emerge as one grasps
the writer'!s point of view. Many of them have been passed by in the beliéf
that, in a brief study of the book, more is accomplished through concen-
tration upon a few central teachings than by hasty consideration of many
diverse truths,

The lessons are planned for a class period of about one.hour and
'fifteen minutes., They mey be used in a Sunday School which follows anc
extended time schedule; 6r in a Daily Vacation Bible School.

The American Eé#ised Version is recommended as the text for

this gtudy.

33



AIMS: 10

2

S.

34,

B. Lesson I
To create interest and motivate pupils for a unit of study in
Nehemish,
To give the students historicel perspective.
To emphasize the faithfulness of God in judgment.

o point out the importence of choosing to obey God in the
initial step of acceptance of Christ as Savior.

To aid the pupils in relating érayer and works,

n00M: Before the time for the opening of the class session, the teacher

should sketch on a blackboard a map of the ancient world, with

ralestine blocked in with white chalk., The blackboard should be

placed in a centrel position where gll the pupils may see it readily.

The teacher should also post the painting, “Nehemish Petitions

Artexerxzes,” by Williem Hole,

BIBLICAL MATERIAL: Nehemigh 1:1 to 2:9 and 9:26=31, &additional refer-

ences: Genesis 13:14-16, Deuteronomy 30:1-5, 15-20; IIKings 25:1-21;

Romens 4:8; and Hebrews 10:31,

PROCEDURE :

Discussion and Story of Nehemish, Section I

Did you ever get so interested in a story that you just couldn't

help turning over to the last chapter to find out how it all came out?

Frequently the last chapter or even the last page of a book is the key to

the whole story.

Let's turn the clock back to about 450 B, C., The Uld Testament

story of the Israelites is elmost finished, but not guite. The Book of

Nehemiah is missing. the events recorded in that book have not as yet
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taken place, but they soon will! WVhet will happen that will complete
this 01d lestament story of the Israélites?

Remember that it is 450 years before the birth of Christ. An
eagle is soaring over the land of Palestine., He sees with his sharp eyes
tha# some of the streets of the city of Jerusalem are choked: with rubble.
‘ne sees, tooc, that the gatewsys are burned and the walls are broken down.
There is a temple in the city. 1it, at least, is new and undamaged. but
as the eagle circles once again over the city, he notices that there are
Semaritens, enemies of the Jews, apparently enjoying the fat of the land
while the Jews sre poor and are laughed at by these Samaritans. As the
eagle circles wider and wider and finelly flies far awey to the east, he
sees Jews living far from their homeland--even in Shushan, the cepitol of
the Persien Empire. {The teacher should point out on the map the city of
Shughen, the bounderies of the Persian Empire, and the land of Palestine.)

Imagine, now, that you are one of those Jews living in Shushen.,
Let us sey that you are a certein Jewish men named Nehemish. Hight awey
we know, then, that as Nehemish, you are living in the palace. But how
cen that bet Is it not strange that you, a Jew, should be so far from
Palestine? (The teacher should call upon one of the pupils to read
Genesis 13:14-16). Nehemiah, why are you so tar from the land that God
promised to nis Chosen People, end wnehemish, why are there so many of
your countrymen also far from the land God provided? Did tod go back on
nis promise? What did He actuslly promise your people? Was it that you
would alwsys be permitted to live in the land He gave you? (The teacher
should assign to the pupils the following referencesj one reference to
gach pupil or group of pupilsx Deuteronomy 30:15-20, iI Kings 25:1-7,

il Kings 25:8-12, II Kings 25:13-17, Il Kings 25:18-21, and nehemiah 9:26-31,

The pupils should be instructed to read these references silently, and to
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prepare to give a resumé to the class.)

Let us hear first from the students who read Deuteronomy
30:15-20, Did God actuelly promise that the Children of Israel would
alweys be permitted to dwell in the Promised Land? (Answer: No, Though
the lend w;e given them as an inheritance, they were told thet they might
occupy it only upon condition thet they loved’and obeyed God.)

In what wey did God remove the Jews from Falestine and scetter
them throughout the Persien smpire? Let us hear the reports of the
students who reed the story in 11 Kings 25:1-31,

it must be, then, thet the Jews werse not slweays faithful to
their God% f#hat do you know of their history? (Chart briefly on the
blackboard the history of the Isreelites from the crossing of the Jordan
to the captivity in rersia, Draw as much informetion from the ciass as

poseible. A chart similar to the following is suggested.)

Ttmp‘! R!Lul H’;
wolls Rebui 1k
Tuda b Caagq
Qnrh.\'n.
i 2]
Recree
e
12)
Capfnrl l:,

What does Nehemiah 9:26-31 telli us concerning the actions or the Jews
during the many years that‘they were permitted to live in Judea?

Perhepe the people of Judea felt that they were "getting away
with it for their nation looked strong, outwardly., However, the crash
was sure end ineviteble, Our God is a righteous God, faithful to His
promises. The Israelites wers offered a wonderful opportunity, but they
did not meet the conditions, and the judgment of God had to come upon them.

Are you like the disobedient and forgetful Israeiites who forgot uod, or
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are you remembering snd ecting upon the promises tod has made to you?

It wes up to Israel to choose blessing or cursing. It is up to you to
decide whether you will have the mercy or Uod or iis judgment. God orfers
you selvation througn feith in Christ.l Every boy must choose for himself,
If you have not chosen His mercy, choose it today. Remember, boys, Uod is
faithiul both in blessing and in judgment.

During the meny years the Jewish ceptives spent in Persia they
surfered meny hardships, However, the time ceme at last when God moved the
king of rersie to permit the captives to return to the homeland. They did
not all leave for Falestine. they had no firsthand memory of the days of
Israel's glory in Judea, The difficult days in Persia were & thing of the
past, and many of them chose t0 remain in the land of their captivity.
Nehemiah was one of those Jews who stayed on in the foreign country. He held
an important position--that of cupbearer to the king., ¥With dignity end quiet
cheerfulﬁess he served the mighty monarch., It was the cupbesrer's responsi-
bility to guard the entrance to the royal apertment and to allow or forbid
persons to enter according to his own judgment. He also was charged with the
responsibility of filling the royal winecup from the vase which stood nearby,
and of hending it gracefully to the king, supportiﬁg it with three fingers
end presenting it in such a way that the king could readily take it from his
hand without spilling a single drop. Before offering the wine to the king, a
small quantity wes removed from the cup by the cupbéarer and swallowed to

show that so far as the cupbearer knew, the wine was not poisoned.2
Nehemish was content, His work was pleasant, the king seemed

pleased with him, he had & very real and satisfying faith in the true uod

and was given freedom to worship Him--life was good in the land of Persis.

Nehemiah'!s contentment was shortly to be shattered. His

ocse o & » o

lo John 5316‘180
2. George Rawlinson: Ezra and Nehemiah: Their Lives and Times, p. &6.
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brother, Hanani, and some other men who had been in Judea, returned to the
royel Persian city. They brought a firsthand’® report of the condition of
the Jews in Judea. Nehemiah had not even dreamed conditions there were s=o
bad. The walls of the Jerusazlem of his parentsAand of his parent's perentg—-
the Jerusalem where all his forefathers lay buried, was broken downi! His
people were defenselessi They were scorned and treated contemptuonsly by
the sameritens! The heart of Nehemiah wes deeply moved. -He "sat down and
wept.”l For some days he mourned and fasted. He prayed, "I contfess the
sine of the children of Israel, which we have sinned against thee. Yea,

I and my father's house have sinned.“2 There came to the mind of Nehemieh
the word of God spoken to Moses; His promise that if Israel returned to

5 As Nehemiah prayed and thought,

Him and obeyed Him, He would b}ess them,
a plan ceme to him, He believed it was God's way of helping Israsel--but
it was dangerous, He might easily losé his 1life if it didn'’t work, Dared
he ask the aid of the King of Persia? But the walls of Jerusalem must be
rebuiltl! He would do itl! He 1lifted his heart to his God: "Prosper, I
pray thee, thy servant this day, and grant him mercy in the sight of this
man.n4

Nehemiah waited his opportunity, and finslly it ceme. King
Artexerxes was in his royal pelace. FProbably he was reclining upon a
beautiful couch. The ¢ueen wes st his side. Nehemigh took up the wine and
gave it to the king, nis long fast and his concern for his fellow country-

men in Judee had left their imprint upon his face. 1t wes unthinkable to

® L [ ] L * L

l. Nehemigh 1:4
2, nNehemish 1:8
%+ lichemiah 1:9
4, Nehemigh 1:11
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appear thus before the king! Quickly the king noticed, and spoke,
My is thy countenance sad, seeing thou art not sick? this is nothing
else but sorrow of heart“.l

Nehemiah was afraid, very much afraid, but the die had been
cast, ¥ith his voice &s steady as he could meke it, he replied, “Let
the king live forever: VWhy should not my countenance be sad, when the
city, the place of my fathers' sepulchres, lieth weste, and the gates
thereof are consumed with fire?

The king answered very pleasently, “"What is it thet you
desire".""5

Nehemiah “preyed to the God of heaven,"4 end snswered, "If
it please the king, and if I have found favor in his sight, I request
that you send me to Judeh to the city where my fathers: are buried, so
that I mey build it up."5

“Hﬁw long will it take, and when will you return?"é questioned
the king,

Soon the interview was over. The king had granted Nehemiahis
requestd And in addition, he had given him letters to the governors of
the coumtries through which he must pass to assure him safety in travel,
and a letter addressed to the keeper of ﬁhé king's forest, directing
him to give the Jews timber to build the walls, and a palace for the
governor. Nehemiah himself was appointed to be that governor. -

l. Hehemigh 2:2

2. Nehemiah 2:3

3. Nehemiah 2:4, parsphrased.
4, Loc. cit.

5. Nehemiah 2:5, paraphrased
6. Nehemish 2:6, paraphrased
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The day of departure arrived. It was a long journey which
lay ehead--almost 1000 miles, Armed with his letters of safe conduct he
started out. He was not slone, for the king had arranged for snother
sefeguard upon his journey. KRiding with him were capteins of the army
and horsemen, Nehemiah let his eyes follow the narrow roed till it dis-
appeéred in the distance. His heart throbbed with anticipetion of his
arrivel in Jerusalem., Deep within him was the confidence that he was
God's servant, snd that God was with him,

| Imegine fof the moment that you are faced with a gituetion

similar to thaﬁ which faced Nehemiah when as cupbearer to the king, he
received word of the need in Jerusalem. Probably as you First hesr the
report, you feel helpless. Suppose, though, that you turn to the Book
of Nehemieh and read the story up to the point where Nehemish started
on the journey to Jeruselem, vwhat might it be possible for you to learn
from tha experience of Nehemiah that would help you in your eituation?
(The pupils may meke various velid suggestions. It is to be hoped thet
they will include amongvtheir suggestions the thought thet while it is
true thet God answers prayer, yet it is alaoltrue that God often uses
the men who preye to answer his own prayer. It is important thet inter-
Qediate boys grasp the relation between prayer énd work., If this distinction
is not brought out spontanedusly, a few leading questions will undoubtedly
serve to draw forth this truth.)
Lesson Summary:

God was faithful to His promise to the iIsraelites that if they
feiled to honor Him, he would send them out from the land of Palestine.

sometimes today we hear people say thet God never haes punished anyone, and
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never will, but God has punished people. iHe is faithful to His promise
even though the promise is to curse.
The day ceme thﬁt the Isreelites had learned their lesson, and

God permitted them to return to Palestine. However, meny of the buildings
had been destroyed, the walls of Jeruseslem were broken down, and the
Samaritens had come to live in their land. There were meny difficulties
to be faced, but now that the hearts of the israelites were right toward‘
'God, God was faithful in blessing them, He had ready the'msn of the hour"
to leed them. ihen God's man Nehemiah heard word of the need in Jerusalem,
he prayed‘and he acted., without God, Nehemish could huve asccomplished
nothing, but God gave Nehemish a plan, showed him what to do, end opened
the way for him to return to Jerusslem with suthority end resources to
carry out the plen. God/doee not leave His servants to work for Him single-
handed. ie leads them and opens the way for them when they trust Him and

go to work.

Unit Planhing

Draw from the class suggestiona for a project which they would
‘care to undertske es & wifying activity for this series of lessons, If
the group is not accustomed to such activities, it may prove necessary
for the teacher to make suggestions. Throughout the remeinder of this
presentation oi a lesson series, it will be assumed that the mctivity
agreed upon by the group is that ot the writing or anAissua of & news-
paper published on the day of the dedication of the walla.1

L) L L L) L *

1, An alternaetive project which should prove equally veluable is that
of the development and presentation of a dramatization based upon
the study of Nehemish,
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At this time the class should elect & chief editor, associate
editor, reliigious columist, current events reporters, historical
.reporters, and & society news reporter, 4An ertist also should be elected
and arrangements mede for the “printing” (typing) of the paper. ihe
number of “positions" should be adjusted to equal the number of students
in the class.

Heve the group plan the genersl outiine of the first article
or articles for the newspeper. cncourage the pupils to meke the articles

short but vivid.

Uismissal
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C. Lesson II
1. To review the first portion of the Book of Nehemiah and its
historical background.

2. To acquaint the pupils with a second portion of the Book of
Nehemiah,

3. To make plain the truth that even in the tasks of every day
life we may serve God acceptably: that we are co-workers with
Him,
4e To teach the pupils that a sinful man is weak when opposed to
a man who is serving God,
Copies of the following pictures should be posted: (1) "Nehemish
Surveys Jerusalem," Harold Copping, and (2) "Rebuilding the Walls
of Jerusalem," Julius Schnorr, or "Nehemiah Rebuilds Walls," William

Hole. The classroom should be set up to represent a radio studio.

SCRIPTURE PORTION: Nehemiah 2:11-6:16,

PROCEDURE: (Note to the teacher: It is plammed that during this class

period a "radio play" be presented, Sufficient copies of the play
should be prepared in advance in order that a copy may be given to
each pupil. As the students arrive, parts for the play should be
agaigned, It is important to seleect a boy who reads fluently as
the "reader". If possible, the part of Nehemiah should be given to
& boy with a deep voice. About four boys should be asked to work
out together the sound effecta. They may have suggestions for
creating the sounds, and, if so, they should be encouraged to use
their own originality. If possible, the sound effects should be
produced from behind a screen. Sanballat should be selected, and
the remainder of the class should be asked to take the part of
"The People" and they should read their part in unison.)

Review:

Ask some pupil to place on the blackboard from memory a chart

gimilar to the one given in the first lesson period, indicating the prin=-

cipal historical events from the crossing of the River Jordan to the
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rebuilding of the wall., If the student has difficulty, permit the class
to supply needed information,
Call on a student to give a brief summary of the events in the

gtory of Nehemiah as given thus far.

Section II of the Story of Nehemishw--A Radio Play'
Reader: Men and women passing through the broken down rubble of the

Eastern gates of Jerusalem looked up to see a strange cavalcade approaching=--
goldiers, horsemen=-a large company of them., Those close to the strangers
could hear the crunch of hoofs and the squeaking of saddles. Listen!

Sound Effects: Blocks may be tapped together or against some solid object
for the effect of horse's hoofs, and paper bags or crumpled cellophane may
be manipulated to simulate the sound of saddles,

Reader: It was the end of a long journey. Almost four months had passed
since Nehemiah had left the Persian palace., The letters the king had
granted him had given him safe conduct through the countries through which
he had traveled. It was well that he was protected, for wheﬁ Sanballat and
his servant Tobiah heard that someone was coming to help the Jews, they were
very distressed. OSanballat was a leader in Samaria, and for generations,
his people had been enemies of Israel.

Now that Nehemish had‘safely reached Jerusalem, his purpose in
coming had to be made known. First, however, he rested a day or two, and
then he and a few other men slipped out of Jerusalem in the depth of night
on horseback. From gate to gate they traveled., Then they went up to the
brook.

Sound Effects: Blocks for sound of horses feet. A pan of water emptied into
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a kettle which is already half full of water will give a good fagsimile of
water running in a brook.

Reader: The horsemen turned and Looked back toward the city.

Nehemish: It's as bad; yes, I think it is even worse than was reported to
me at the palace. How I hoped Hanani and his companions had exaggerated!
Reader: The riders returned to the city. After a short stay of possibly

a few days in Jerusalem, Nehemiah sensed that the time for action had come,
Nehemiah came before a gathering of the Jews, the priests, the nobles, the
deputies, and the workmen and spoke to them of the plan that God had put in
his heart.

, Nehemish: You see how Jerusalem is in bad condition, but God has made it
possible for me to come. Let us build the walls.1

Reader: This was good news, The people to whom he spoke loved their city.
They were eager to begin the work, and they aﬁswered Nehemiah:

The People: "Let us rise up and build,"®

Reader: When Sanballat and his fellows heard of the decision to rebuild the
walls, they laughed and jesred.

Sanballat: ™fhat is this thing that ye do? Will ye rebel againsat the king?"3
Reader: But Nehemiah answered Sanballat:

Nehemigh: "The God of heaven, he will prosper us; therefore we his servants
will arise and bui]_d."lP

Reader: Soon the sound of hammers echoed through the city, and the walls
began to rise., Hear the workmen as they work!

Sound Effects: The open palm of the hand slapped against solid woodwork will

® 0o & & & o

1. Nehemizh 2:17~18 abridged and pararhrased.
2. Nehemiah 2:18
3. Nehemiah 2:19
L. Nehemiah 2:20
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give the effect of poundihg. The making of tears in a newspaper with

a quick motion will approximate the sound of sawing in the distance.

Reader: The responsibility for rebuilding the wall and gates was divided
among forty-four leaders of the people. Each was responsible for a parti-
cular part of the work. Many men entered into the work. However, as the
walls grew, Sanballét's angef and scorn increased.

Sanballat: "What are those futile Jews doing? will theykfortify themselves?nl
Reader: And others of the Samaritans added that if a fox were to run up

the construction, it would break down their stone wall.

However, in the face of the opposition, Nehemish prayed, and
continued the work. The enemy, though, was not through. Mockery and jeers
had failed. Now they would fight. How slow were Sanballgt'and his followers
to learn that the God of heaven was with Nehemiah and his workmen! The enemy
plotted to attack, but Nehemiah was not to be caught asleep. He prayed, and
get a watch night and day. Still Sanballat was not discouraged. "After all,”
the enemy reasoned, We can slip in unseen." Listen to Sanballet instruct his
men$
Sanballat: We can sneak in. They won't know till we are in among them and
ready to kill them!

Reader: Did Sanballat talk too loudly, or didn't he realize that there were
many Jews not at Jerusalem who loved their city and their people? Some of
the Jewish pesople learned of Sanballet's plan and brought word to Jerusalem.
Nehemish and his men made ready.

Nehemisht "Be not ye afraid of them: remember the Lord, who is great and
terrible, and fight for your bpethren, your sons, and your daughters, your

1. Nehemiah 4:2
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wives and your houses. Ml

Reader: When Sanballat realized the plot was discovered, he did not dare
attack. The work went on, From this time on, Nehemiah called upon half
the men to work with their swords by their sides, and helf to stand by with
spears, shields, bows and coats of mail, As these guards paced to and fro,
or stood watch upon the highest portions of the wall, their arms caught the
sunshine, and glinted forth a constant warning to Sanballat and his men.
None of the workmen nor the soldiers even took off their clothes at night,
Like a trumpet call in the midst of all the danger and hard work rang out
the words of Nehemiah's confident faith:

Nehemish: "Our God will fight for us."?

Reader: His words brought new courage to his brethren,

At last the walls were completed., Only the doors remained to be
put in the gates. Still Sanballat and his followers plotted. They tried
to get Nehemiah to come out on the plain to meet them so that they might
harm him, Four times they requested him to come, but each time he refused.
Nehemiahe: "Why should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to
you?"3
§g§g§£= Then Sanballat sent a servant with an open letter. In it was the
message: "It is reported among the nations . . . that you and the Jews
plan to rebel; that for this reason you are building the wall: and you
expect to be their king., This matter willrbe reported to the king.@4

Even in the face of this message Nehemiah rsfused to listen or
to be frightened., He only prayed:

e & & & ¢ o

1. Nehemish A:14

2. Nehemish 4:20

3. Nehemish 6:3

4. Nehemish 6:6~7 paraphrased and abridged.
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Nehemish: %0 God, strengthen thou my hands.“l

Reader:  Finally the hemmers were silent; the work was finished. It had
taken lecs than two months, The wall was a mighty one~~high and wide
enough even at the top for a chariot to travel upon it, Senballegt had
fajiled. YWhen the enemy heasrd the news of the completion of the work, even

he realized that this tremendous task had been wrought of God.

Class Discussion:

1., HName the chapters of Nehemiah through chapter six. The boys
ghould be encouraged to glance through the chepters and to suggest sppro-
priste brief descriptive titles.

2. BEach division of workmen were agsigned their perticular
tesk and carried out their responsibility, Had groups of citizens gone
"on strike," what would probebly have been the consequences? Are striies
the ideal method of settling labor trouble today?

3, Cheapter V may be quickly summarized s the description of
the action taken by Nehemiah to abolish usury, and of his own generosity
in serviné without compensstion from the people. This section adds to
our knowledge of the character of Nehemiah,

4, Bsanballat end Nehemigh are presented in contrast the one to
the other in the first portion of Nehemish. Both held responsible ?ositions
of leadership. Nehemiah rorfeited personal comfort snd even risked his
life in the service of his countrymen and in obedience to his God, His
efforts were directed to 2 constructive task, his faith wes pluced in God
for His blessing upon the work, and God gave him success. oanballat,

because of a spirit of hatred toward the Jews, and possibly because of



ko,

personal ambition, fought ageinst the purvose of God. He was dishonest
and discourteous. 411 his efforts to stop the building of the wall came
to nothing, God is sble to protect and to bring to fulfillment the work
of the one whose sole purpose is to do the will of God.

The contrest betwsen these two men is good material for a
cartoon. The teacher should plece the nemes of Nehemish and of Sanbellat
on the blackboard, end call upon the pupils to think through the contrast
and to suggest descriptive adjectives which might be appropriately written
under each neame. Some of the boys mey have suggestions to make to the
class ertist which he msy incorporate in a cartoon during the sctivity
period.

If the intermediate boys prove intserested in this discussion,
it might be well at this time to face them with the elternative which lies
before each individusl--supreme loyzlty to God .or vain efforts %o
esteblish oneself and to carry out one's own purposes., The tescher may
find the following poem usable in this connection:

The Waysl
“To every man there openeth
4 VWay, and waye, and = way;
And the high soul climbs the high wey,
ind the low soul gropes the low,
ind in between, on the misty flets,
The rest drift to end fro.
But to every man there openseth
A high wey, end e low,
Mnd every men decideth
The wey hie soul shall go."

5. Ask for suggestions from the class a2s to possible reasons

for the inclusion of Chepter III in Nehemieh's record. What does this

L] - o L . o

1, John Oxenhem, The VWays, in The Home Book of lModern Verse, compiled
and erranged by Burton Stevenson, p. 727.
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detailed account add to the record as given by Nehemigh? UDoes it tend
to magnify the importsnce of Hehemiah, or of the workmen?

Today we have & tendency to give more honor and respect o a
benker then to & store clerk, to a doctor then to a plumber, tb a tescher
than to a garbage collector. Why do many people feel this wey? Is it
right? The doctor could not operate if someone had not manufactured his
tools., Woodcutters, truckmen, printers, book binders--gll must work
before an author csn present to the public his writings. Show the students
the picture, "Praying Hands,® by Albrecht Durer.

The artist who drew "Praying Hands" had found it necessary to
wofk at his father'!s trade while he wes a boy because the femily was large
and money was short. Always, though, he wanted to draw end psint,

Finally his opportunity came to leave home and study with a great artist.
5till, however, he was poor, and he found it necessary to work for e liv-
ing while he studied. During these days of struggle, Direr found a friend,
a men somewhat older than himself, who also had a désire to become a great
srtist. The two of them decided to live tbgether, and one day when the
struggle to earn snough money had discouraged both of them almost to the .
point of giving up their dreams, bﬂ%er's friend made a suggestion.

#Phis way of working and trying to study," he seid, "is unbear-
eble. We are neither meking a living nor are we mastering our art. Let
us try another way. One of us could make the iiving for us both while
the other continues to study. Then when the paintings begin to sell,
the one who has worked may’have his chance."

" BPypue," anewered Direr. "But let me be the first to worlk,"

"No," responded the friend, "I must be the one to work because
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I have already a place to work in the restaurant.®

The older men won his point, Difrer worked faithfully to master
his art while his friend scrubbed floors at the restsurant and worked at
eny other jobs he could find, The work was hard snd he spent long hours,
but he did it feithfully because he was helping his friend and looking
forwerd to the time when he would be able to use his brush again.

At last the day came when Dﬁrer came home bringing the money
which he had received for the sale of a wood carving. It was sufficient
to buy food end to pay their rent for a considersble length of time,.

Uow," he said, "the time has come when I will be the bread-
wimmer and you shall study. You need no longer work, but I will care for
both of us.!

The older men left his serving and dishwashing and scrubbing
end took up his brush, But something had happened inAthose days during
which he had worked so hard with his hands, The hard work had stiffened
his muscles, enlarged his joints, and twisted his fingers so that they
could no longer hold the brush with nastery and skill, He ﬁorked long
snd hard, only to find thet his art would have to be sacrificed forever,

When Durer leasrned what had heppened to his friend, he was
filled with a great sdrrow. Of course he would slways cere for him and
give him a friend!slove, but he could not give him back his skill, One
day Durer returned to his room unexpectedly and heard the voice of his
friend in prayer. He entered softly, and seeing the work-worn hands
folded reverently, a great thought came to him,

¥I can never give back the lost skill of those hands," he

thought, "but I can show the world the feeling of love and gratitude
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which is in my heart for his noble deed. I will peint hisg hands as
they are, iolded in prayer, and the world shall know my epprecistion
for a noble, unselfish character. It mey be that when people loock ot
the picture they will remember with love and devotion =211 hands that
toil for others.”

As we look at the picture, we cen read the story. They are
toil-worn hands., You cen see evidences of the hard labor thet esrned
the living for both artists. Notice the broken finger nails and the
enlarged joints. Yet they are beautiful hands.1 Let us presy that God
will bless not only the preachers and the statesmen and the artists
who serve Him faithfully; but glso those who work with thgir hands, but

whose hearts are faithful and obedient to their God.

Assignment
The pupils should be encouraged to read the Book of Nehemisgh

for themselves that they mey secure a firsthand ascquaintance with it.
Give this as & specific assignment for the folloﬁing week, To some of
the boys it may seem & large assignment., Point out that fifteen minutes
a day, eech day during the week, should be a sufficient time ellowance
for the average intermediate for reading the entire book.

The special activity period df:the following class will be
devoted in pert to a quiz program., If this is snnounced, capteins
eppointed, and teams chosen at this time, it wili prove an incentive %o
the fulfillment of the assignment.

I. sdepted from the interpretation of the painting "Praying nends” by
albrecht (Albert, Lurer which is given, though reprinted and adepted,
in “Christ and the rine Arts,” by Cynthia Pearl Maus, pp. 668-72.
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Special Activity

The pupii selected as artist for the paper may use this time
to draw the cartoon which has been discussed during an earlier portion
of the class period.
Articles plenned the preceding week should now be written by
the appropriate editors. |
Boys of this sge will find it interesting to mske a s=osp carv-
ing of the city of Jerusalem showing the completed wells and the several
getes. tThe sogp cerving should be carried out by a group of boYs. The
completed “"city" should then be photographed and the picture included
in the ‘“newspaper.® Several boys may st this time be assigned the task
of laying out the c¢ity on paper and estimating the proportions to be used.1
If there are additional boys who have not been essigned =
definite responsibility, they should meet with the editor snd meke definite
plans for further articles to be included in the paper, end the space %o
be e2llowed to each. ‘the teacher will probably find it adviseble to give

close supervision to this group.

Diemissgl

. . L] ° . L]

1. The teacher should have aveilable a map of the city of Jerusglem. Such
a mep mey be found in the back of many Bibles or in almost any standard
Bible atlas. Upposite page 328 in the "Cembridge Bible*" are two
colored maps, one showing the Jerusalem of Nehemish end the other its
environss



D. Lesson III
AIMS: 1. To acquaint the students with the final portion of the
Book of Nehemigh.

2. To aid the students to think through the Boolk of Nehemiah
chapter by chapter.

%« To mssisgt the students to see that the Word of God is the key
to the understanding of the will of" God.

4, To assist the pupils to gain an understanding of the importence
of confession of gin,

OO0 : The teacher should post on the bulletin board before the opening
of the class period a skeleton outline for a simple chart of the
Book of Nehemish, & scorsboard for the Bible quiz should be drawn
in advence on the blackboard.
BIBLLCAL MATERIAL: Nehemish 6:17-13:3l. Scripture to be stressed: Neh. 8,
9:1-3, and 10:28-39,
PROCEDURE :
Review: Call on the pupils to recall from memory the names assigned to
the first six chapters of Nehemiah during the preceding class period.
Record these names in the space allowed for chapter nemes in the skeleton

chart.

Story of Nehemiah--Section iII.

It was the first day of the seventh month of the Jewish
calendar year. This day was set aside as & special rest, "a memorial of
blowing of trumpets, a holy convocation.“l According to Jewish law, a
special offering was to be made on this day to the Lord.2 From all
directions the people came., They gathered ih a broad open place before
the water gste, It must have been a great crowd, for Nehemish hed seen

1. Leviticus 23:24
2. Numbers 29:2-6
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that a count was made of as weny of the c¢hildren of Isrsel ss had now
returned to their homeland, and he had found that there were 42,360 men.
That did not include the women and children.

When the people were azssembled together, they asked Ezra the
scribe to bring the "Book of the Law of Moses." Ezra mounted a high wooden
tower which had been prepared for the occasion, 4 hush spread over the
crowd, Yhe word of éod‘was to be readl! Many of them had never heard the
worda of the "Book of the Law of Moses." As Ezra opened the Book in the
gight of all the people, they rose as one man to their feet., EHzrs blessed
Jehovah. the great God, and all the people lifted up their hands towsrd

at And then they bowed their hesds,

heaven and snswered, "imen, Amen,
and worshipped Jehovah with their faces to the ground,

Ezra commenced to read. From early morning till wid-day he
continued to read from the "Book of the Law", and the people lisgtened very
carefully; At first the people were so moved that they wept, but the
leaders told the people that they should not do so, as the day was holy
to the Lord, They were not to be grieved, but were to be glad in it.

From time to time the resding would be stopped while the Levites would
make plain to the people the word which hed been read. As the resding
came to a close, the people went to eat, and to drink, and‘to send gifts,
and to meke great mirth because they understood the words which had been
declared to them.2

On the second day, the heads of the houses gathered together
egain that Ezra might continue to reed to them from the Law", ind they

L d * L] * e L

1, Nehemigh 8:6,
2, Kehemiah 8:12.
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found written in the “"Lew" that Jehovah had commanded by Hoses thet the
children of Israsl should dwell in booths during the feast of the seventh
month; and that they should publish and proclaim in ell their cities, and
in Jerusslem, saying, "Go forth unto the mount, and fetch olive branches,
snd brenches of wild olive, and wyrtle branches, aﬁd paelm brenches, and )
brenches of thick trees, %o make»booths.”l Therefore, the psople went
in search of the materials. They brought them end made booths., Some were
built on the roofs of the flet-topped houses, and some wers in the courts
and in the broad place by the gate of Ephraim, Yhen the booths were
complete, all the Isreselites home from the captivity lived in them for
soven days. For mény, many years the Israelites had feiled to kesp
this feast and Bo had broken the command of God., DNow there was great
gladness, and during all the seven days of the fesst, Ezra read to the
people from the "Mook of the Law of God."

A 1ittle over two weeks later, when the Feast of Trumpets
and a second feast, the reest of Tabernacles, were both pasgt, the péople
once more gathered together. Their hearts were sick within them., They were
disgusted with the sin which %hey had seen in their lives a&s they listened
to the reading of the Law of God. It was not fitting to have a sad face
end to show their sorrow of heart during the joyous feast days, but now
that those days were past, they were free to weep. As they came together,
they fasted, they dressed in sackcloth, and they put earth upon their
heads 2¢ a sign of their sorrow., Together #hey gtood before God and con-
fessed their sin and the sin of‘theif forefathers. Once more they
listened to the reading of God's holy woré. Then the Levites led them

L] * L ] L] . L ]

1. Nehemish 8:15
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in & prayer of praise to God, of confession, and of promise to keep
the lew from henceforth, All those who were Iesraelites, who sccepted
the lew of tod, end who had aéparated themselves from the foreigners
. whom God hed commended them not to marry, ;ntered into an oath to keep
His commandments,

though the wall had been completed before the Feast of Trumpets,
even yet it had not been dediceted. It was time for this service,
Nehemiah brought the princes of Judeh up upon the top of the wall, Iwo.
large companies were appointed. One marched to the left--the other to
the right--end as they marched, they gave thenks. [ollowing one group
were half of the princes of Judesh and some of the priests’ sons with /‘
their trumpets. The other group thet gave thanks as they traveled astop
the wall the opposite way around the city were followed by Nehemish as
well ae the other half of the rulers, At the gate of the guard the
two compenies met. The singers seng loudly., "They offered great sscri-
fices that daey and rejoiced; for God had ma&e them reﬁoice with greet joy;
and the women aléo end the children rejoiced: so that the joy of
Jerusalem was heard even efar off, it

Officers were appointed to gather the offering for the keeping
of the sacrifices and the tithes. |

For & time Israel kept the covensnt made with God. The sacrifices
were mede. The tithes were given to the Levites, But it was not long
before once agein Israel fell into sin. Tobiah, the ally of Sanbsllat,
became en ally of the high priest. A plaece in the courts of the temple
of God to which were brought portions set aside for the Levites was made

* L] * - L ]

1. Nehemiah 12:43
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over into a residence for this foreigner., The rulers neglected to
éee that the Levites received their living. 4As @ result, they had to
leave the temple and the service of God and go to their fields to get
their living. Trade was carried on on the Sabbath day. Jews inter-
merried foreigners--even the grandson: of the high priest married
a daughter of Sanballat, Every part of the vow so solemnly entered into
a few years earlier was broken,

Some time before this, mNehemish had returned to Shushan.
Perhaps he heard reports of the sin in Jerusalem, At any rgte, he came
back to the city of Jerusalem. What a condition to find! But he would
not compromise nor tolerate such sin. The household stuff of Tobizh was
thrown out of the court of the temple. nulers were rebuked. Faithful
men were placed in chaerge of the gathering of offerings end tithes., nis
own gervents were placed et the gates of the city to see thet the gates
were kept shut from dérk before the Sebbath till the mbrning following
the sSabbath, end that no merchendise wasz brought In during this time.
“fhose who had merried forsign women were severely dealt with, and con-
cerning the grandson of the high priest who had married the daughter of
Sanballet, Uehemish wrecords, "I ohased him from me".1

Once more Jderusalem was freed of her sin of disobedience to
God. Nehemiah had served his Uod feithfully and coursgeously. ue v
closed his record with the preyer, "Remember me, U my God, for good."2

Clages Discussion:

1. ©Call upon the boys to glance through chapters 7-13 of the
Book of Nehemish and suggest descriptive titles for each of thesse

L [ 2 ] . L e

1. Nehemiah 13:23
2. Nehemiah 1%:31
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chapters. Using insofar as possible the chapter titles suggested by

the boys, fill in the spaces allowed for titles in the skeleton chart.
2., Draw from the students suggestions for basic divisions

of the book, and for titles for those divigions. If the pupils heve had

no former experience in charting a book, they will need considersble

assistance. A chart similar to the following is suggested:l

Nehemiah

Ducs ildin After G Iding
BGMgM /—\

Civil Reconstruction

Reformation

3. Through the reading of the Law by Ezra, of what sins

were the Jews made aware? Refer the class to the following:

Nehemish 8:14, 17----Non-observance of the
Feast of Tabernacles

Nehemiah 10330-~==--- Violation of the Marriage
Regulations

1. Acknowledgment is made to Dr. Emily VWerner, instructor at the Biblical
Seminary in New York, for suggestions made by her in regard to the
charting of thig book,
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Nehemish 10:31-------Non-obeervance of the Sabbath
Nehemigh 10$32wewcaua Failure to pay the temple tax.

Nehemish 10:34-40~w-Failure to bring the sacrifices
and to provide for the Levites.

Would it heve been possible for the Jews to have recognized these
sins apart from a knowledge of the VWord of God? No, They had no way of knowing
these things were sin until they heerd snd understood the commendments of God.
In Cuba, less than two hundred miles from the United States, many of the coumtry
peogle are teught thst they must meke humsn sacrifices to the sun god. They
believe it is right to make these sacrifices, In some tribes in the South Sea
Islends, boys are taught that it is a real achievement to be sble to steal and
not get caught. How do you fellows know they are wrong? Some boys feel that it
is a real accomplishment to be able to swear fluently. Are they right? Do you
ever lie to help someons out of t:ouble? Meny, meny people right here in our
own city feel that it is right to lie in certain cases. o you know what you
believe gbout this? Meny of our questions God has snewered for us. Ve can look
into the vord of God and find out what God has commanded., Other things God has
not told us in so many words, but He has given us principles by which we can
judge for ourselves. iie need.to know these principles. A Bible on the bookshelf
is not enough. iie need to learn God's word so that we will not sin.

3. ‘The children of Israel came together "with fasting, and with aack-v
cloth, and earth upon them, "l 7This was their way of showing their great sorrow

2

for their siﬂ. These sins they coniessed to God,“ The Levites then made a general

confession for all the people oi their nation's sin.5 They recognized that the
trouble which had come upon the nation was a just judgment from God for the sin

of their nation.4 Nehenmish gives 2 quite detailed report of this confession of

gin. Why may he have felt it of sufficient importance to give so much space to
the recording of it? tould the covenant made by the people to keep the command-
ments of God have been meeningful apart from a confession ﬁhat they had broken

1. Nehemish 911
2. Nehemish 9:2-3

3. Nehemish 9:16-31
4, Nehemish 9:33,37
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God's commands and. received just judgment? Would you expect a judge in one of
our juvenile courts to be lenient to a boy who, though clearly a lawbreaker,
would not admit he had done wrong?

Are there things which you fellows have done which sre contrary to
the commendments of God? Have you told jokes which shouldn't have been told?
Have you lost your temper? Heve you let your mind think sbout things which
you wish you could hide from God? Find a place sométime tddéy:wheie you can
be by yourself, end take these things out snd admit to Jesus Christ that you
heve sinned. He is weiting to forgive you,

After the Isrselites had asked for forgiveness, they made a covenaht
to obey God from that time onward. It does not mean snything to simply ask for
forgiveness and then to go right shead and do the same things over agein. Eeach
of us, when we have asked for forgiveness, should meske a solemn promise to

God that we will do' our very best to obey Him in the future,

Special Activitx

During the preceding class session, captains were selected and teams
chosen for & quiz program. Make any necessary adjustments due to absences.,

The following questions are suggested. Members of s team need not be
required to take turns in enswering the quesiions. It is recommended that the
captain of each team be responsible for ceiling on a member of the tesm to
enswer the question, If it is apparent that one or two pupils will be permitted
to domineate the contest, limit the captains so that they will not be permitted
to call upon eny one boy more than three timss., Unly one trial should be allowed.

1. ihat office did Nehemizh hold in the palace of King Artexerxes?

2, ihat was one of the duties of a cupbearer?

3. How did Nehemiah secure wood for the gates of the city?

4, iwhet was Nehemiah's position in Jerusalem?

5., tiho was the priest who read the word of God %o the people?

6. iihat was the name of the leader of the Samaritens?

7. ihy did the Levites go to work in the fields?
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8. ihat was the name of the foreigner who wes permitted for a time
to live in a portion of the Temple?

9. Give one reason why Nehemiah wes anxious that the walls be rebuilt?

10, When Nehemiah returned to Jerusaslem, why did he command thet the
doors of the city should be shut from Fridey evening through Saturday eech week?

11. For what cause had God permitted the Jews to be teken céptive?

12, In whet country were the Jews held captive?

13, In about what year were the walls of Jerusalem rebuilt?

14, Nehemiah records that he chased the grandson of the high priest
from him, ¥hy did he do this?

15, In what way did Nehemiah receive word of éonditions in Jerusalem?

16, What threat did Senballat make to Nehemiah?

17.. Nehemish states that due to the reading of the law by Hzra, the
children of Isrsel observed a feast which they hed failed to observe for meny

meny years., ihat was the neme of that feast?

18, How meny chapters of Nehemish are devoted to events which took
place after the walls were completed and the census taken?

19. In what city was the palace of King Artaxerxes?
20, On what occasion are we told thaet Nehemiah rode horsebeack at
night?

All the activity essigmments commenced during the preceding
sctivity periods should be completed during this period. It is probeble,
however, theb the greater part of the boys will be ready to start on the
soap carving which was plammed during the second activity period. It would
be well to sppoint as "governor" one of the boys who laid out the plans
 for the soep carving. He will be in charge of the project, even es
Nehemiah, Each boy should construct his particular portion of the wall,
Those fihishing first mey be given the task of carving simple cubes to

represent the houses within the city. A larger cube may be carved to
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repregent the temple. ¥When the work is complete, the photograph of the

feity" should be taken for the "newspaper."

Dismissal
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E. LESSON IV

ATHS: 1. To review the story of the Book of Nehemiah.

2. To acqueint the boys with the danger in which a nation stends,
which refuses to obey God,

3. To lead the intermediate boy to & supreme allegisnce to the
will of God.

BIBLICAL MATERIZL: Nehemiah 9:5-38.
PRCCEDURE s

Supervised Study:

(Each boy should have in his possession a copy of the questions
es given below. Space should be provided beneath each question for its
answer. In addition, each boy should be equipped with pencil, Bible, and
colored pencils.)

1. Ve found‘in our lagt lesson that the Isrselites of Nehemish's

day fell into sin beceause they did not know the commends of CGod., Vhen Ezra
read to them from the Book of the Law of Moses, they heard the things God
had shown to their forefathers about Himself, Turn to Nehemiah 9:5-15 end
see if you can £ill in the diagram given below with words which will indicete
the knowledge of God possessed by the Israelites.

(Wote: It would be well for the instructor to work out the first blank
with the cless as & whole in order that each pupil will understand what is
expected of him., The completed diagrem should appear something as given below,

The breakdown by verses should be indicated in advence fpon the form given to
the pupils.)

Bless Tehovah who 1s:

5-6 J '&9 + Mak ‘Qﬁu ifal and B4 1%
c {. venan (Y o ercidul an M -
reator and | L et Keeper: | Tust Lawqrier | Rrovider

2. that is the meaning of "but" in verse sixteen? Here is a clue
to help you. Notice that in the verses before this "but" you read about
the knowleage of God possessed by the Isrselites., In the verses which follow,
you read of their disobedience. (Note: The answer which should ?e given is

thet the "but" signifies Min spite of")
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‘3. Merk with a colored pencil each occurance in Nehemish 9:16-38
of the words "but," "yet," "nevertheless”, and "therefore." Do you see
eny reletionship betﬁeen forgiveness, the troubles of Israel, wrongdoing,
end repentence? (The following cycle should be apparent to the intermediate
boys: Sin-»Judgment-» Repentance-siiercy and Blessing.)

(When sufficient time has been allow;d for the majority of
the pupils to complete their work, the teacher should call upon several
of the boys to read sloud their answer to the first question., After
discussion, the same procedure should be followed for the second question,
and then the third.)

As the Israelites reviewed their history, they could not help
but realize that they had- been blessed when they served God, and that
trouble came upon them as & nation when they forgot God's cormeandments.

God has not changed. A nation which disregards the commendments of God
still today will be judged of Him, These stories of the Israelites have
been written down in the Bible for us that we might learn from their
experiences.l Our om country needs to listen to the warning. This
country was brought into being by people, meny of whom worshipped and
obeyed God., They had a fuller knowledge of God than the Israelites of
Nehemish's day, for they possessed & knowledge of the reveletion of God
a8 given through Christ, They were especially blessed in that they hed
a desper understending of God's mercy as it was fully revesled through
the COross, The blessing of God was upon these forefathers of our nation.
Recognition of this fact appears in the words of our National Anthem:
UBlest with victiry and peace, may the Heav'n-rescued lend praise the
Pow'r that hath made and preserved us a netion!" Today the attitude of our
nation is different from that in the deys of its beginnings. The World

L * & * L L]

1. I Corinthisns 10:11
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War II victory has given rise to no such‘hymn of praise as this, which
was given birth through the victory of our Revolutionary War. Our recent
celebration of victory was a national disgrace. Crime reports now fill
our newspapers. America seems to have forgotten the commandments of God.
Unless we repent, is it reassonsble to expect that God will contihue to
bless our land?

Sometimes we ere tempted to feel thet we can do nothing shout
e nation so large as our own United States, but the nation is made up of
individuels, and the govermment of the nation rests in the hands of the
people. It is necessary for the individual person to choose whether he
vas en individusl will obey God in his privete life, end whether he will
vote in such a way as to produce e government which will honor God., The
choice is not always en easy one. The people of Nehemiah's dey may have
wondered how they could possibly live should they prcmise to bring their
tithes end offerings to the Temple. Yot they made this cboice.1 Yhat
heartaches must have come into the homes of meny of the Jews through the
pledge that they would not give their dasughters to the peoples of the land,
nor teke their deughters for wives of their sons!Q' Yet they made theot
choice. The choices which we must meke are not always between that which
is in itself evil and that which is good. We are sometimes forced to
choose between two things which are good; one we desire, and the other we
know té be God's plan and purpose for us. God required of Israel that they
love Him.5 He slso reguires this of us. If we do love Him, we will choose
His plen and not our own.

4 young Ruseisn by the neme of Basil Malof was feaced with such

e o 8 & 8

1. Nehemiah 10:%2-39
2. Nehemisgh 10:30.
3, Deuteronomy 30:16
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g choice~-a choice between two things which seemed good. Censider, as
you listen to the story, whether the choice made by Basil was worth

the cos‘b.1

(At the close of the story, the teacher should challenge
the intermediete boys to decide to give to God their full allegisnce.
If & reverent and thoughtful attitude is manifest by the students, close

this portion of the lesson with prayer.)

Special Activity Period

If time permits, discuss with the pupils articles-to be written
during the activity period of the following session. The articles should
cover such subjects as the dedication of the wall, activities of Senbellst,
changes resulting from the signing of the covenant, and an article featur-
ing Nehemieh as the self-sacrificing leader. Topics should be selected
by the students with a 1imitea amount of guidance by the teacher. Encourage
originality end the use of a certain emount of imeginstion, Stress that

the articles must be brief.

Dismisgal

L » » . ° *

1. The story of Basil Malof is entitled "A Prophet in Exile" and will be
found in the Appendix, page &F. 1In most cases, it will probably

prove necessary for the teacher to adapt the story for the perticuler
cless, especially with respect to length.



F. Lesson V

AllS: 1. To aid the students in exswining the Book of Nehemish as s
vhole with a view to discovering its centrsl messege: that
is, God's faithfulness in blessing an obedient people.

2. To sseist the students in seeing the relationship of the

points brought out in the previous lessons to the centrel
nessege of the book,

’

5. To stress the joy which erises in the hearts of a people whom
God blesses,

4, To meke plain to the pupile Uod's hend in history.

ROCK: Before the class convenes, the teacher should place on the blackbosrd
a copy of the chart of the Book of Nehemizh as developed thus far.
The instructor should also plece the soap carving of Jerusalem on
display.

', BIBLICAL MATERIAL: The entire Book of Nehemigh, with special emphasis
upon Nehemiah 12:27-4%3,

PROCEDURE:

General Class Session:

1. ©Call upon the students to describe the scene of the
dedication, tracing out the movement of events on the sozp cesrving of the
city of Jerusalem. Refer{the pupils to Nehemiah 12:27-43,

2. Ask one of fhe pupils to read sloud the second portion of
Nehemish 12:42 and 12:43, Call upon another pupil to read Nehemish 1:3,
The one verse describes the Jews in Jerusslem as in great trouble., The
other portion of Scripture tells of these same Jews rejoicing grestly.

As & clue to the cause of this great change, read to the class WNehemizh 1:0,
Here Nehemiah claims a promise that CGod had meds to the children of Isrsel

thet if they would return unto Him and obey Him, he would bless them,
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3« Does the record in Nehemiah indicate that the people obeyed
God during the pefiod of civil reconstruwction? What wes involved in this
obadience? The following is suggestive of the materisl which shoulé be
drawn from the class: (a) A willingness to accept the leader God had sent
them,l (b) 4 resolve to do the work God called them 4o through his spokes-
men, Nehemiah,2 (c),Persisteﬁce in the face of ridicule and danger,5 (a)
Cooperation in the God-given task,4 and (e) the righting of social injustices.5

4, Nehemish records the return to God end the obedience of the
people during the period of spirituel reconstruction. What actione on the
part of the people were described by Nehémiah in his report of this return
to God and new Qbedience? Drew from the class suggestions similar to the
- following: (a) The people-asked to hear the word of God,sv(b) The word
of God was accepted as the expressibn of the will of God,7 {¢) The people
confessed their sin,8 (d) The people chose to obey the will of God and mede
a covenant to this effect,9 and (e) Arrangements were made for the carrying
out of the provisions of the covenent with respect to worsbip.lo

5 loes the Book of Nehemiah show that God sctuslly did bless.
the Jews in Judea when they obeyed Him and returned to Him? Refer the class
to Nehemish 6:15-16, and to Nehemish 12:43,

6. The findings which have been brought out through the class
discussion should be recorded on ths blackboard chart. The completed chart

. L] L4 . . -

1. Nehemish 2:12 and 2:18.

2. Nehemish 2:18.

3, Nehemiah 2:19, 4:1-3, and 4:7-23.
4, Hehemisgh, Chapter 3.

5. Nehemigh, Chapter 5.

6. Nehemieh 8:l.

7. Nehemieh 8:9.

8. Nehemigh 9:2-3, end 16-31.

9. Nehemish 9:38 and 10:28-29.

10. Nehemiah 10:32-39,
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should appear similar to the following:

Nehemiah

Before Btu./dr'n7 During Bul 1drm Hifer Bees /o(rn
)

Civil Reconstruchon | Spiritual Reconstruction Reformol
— (OB EDIENNN OO EC

¢ Coverant

8. Ccn{zsmém r
A Knowledqe. &

. Pers stence

B. Essort
A, God-jearing leodership

S rFows '
2 . | Jo
Greal God —  An Obedient People

Lesson Summary:

God is always faithful to His promises, The Israslites could
not seem to realize this truth spart from sad experience. Often they
heard God calling, but they went their own way. Many times they found
themselves in difficulty, repented, snd sgsin received God's blessing.
The time ceme when because of disobedience they were taken captive in

Persis., tinally God gave them the opportunity to return to their own
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land, but even then they were still in trouble. Nehemiah's heart was
touched by the need of his people, and God sent Nehemigh, and also Ezra,
to leed them. “Trouble had sdftened the hearts of the Israelités, and
they were ready to liéteng;tdb the leaders: God gave them, and to the
words of the Book of the Law of Moses. They were really sorry for their
sins end turned to God, &nd God blessed them and gave them grest joy.
Sometimes we.'are just like those Israelites, and our nation
just like theirs. We hear Uod calling, but we go our own way. why do
we not learn from them, listen to our Uod, and not make it necessary
for Him to punish us? If there is no joy in our hearts, He is weiting
to give us that joy. If we are ready to obey Him with our whole heart,
He will forgive our sin through the Lord Jesus, and take us into‘fellow-
ghip with Himself.
(The teacher shou}d give opportunity to the boys to express
in prayer their desire to be obedient to God, and to receive His forgive-

ness and blessing.)

Special Activity

l. ¥Write the srticles for the “newspaper"” as plamned during
the preceding class sesgsion.

2. The class artist should preparé a copy of the chert of the
Book of Nehemish as worked out in class, on blueprint paper. One assist-
ant should be assigned to help him with the blueprinting. UVhen the workws
is cémpleted, a blueprint copy should be given to esch pupil s his omn
record of his study in Nehemish.

5.‘ If there are students :®¥he are not occupied with the writ-

ing of articles or blueprinting, they should be given the opportunity
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of selecting from a hymn boock a gong of praise, the words of which are
appropriate for inclusion in the "newspaper.® iwo well-known hymns,
either of which would be eppropriste are: “"Great Is Thy Eaithfulness;"
end "Dey is LUying in the Yest." The pupils mey meke still a different
selection.

4, TWhen the reporters complete their work on the articles,
conduct a report period during which time each feporter should read
his brief article.

5. The materiels which have been prepared for the *newspaper®
should be gathered together and a "dumy"* arranged. The “editor" should

take charge of this task. (Note: Before the next session of the class,

the teacher should type, or arrange to have typed, e copy of the newspaper.

The completed paper should be photographed, and enlargements made for

distribution, one to each pupil, at the next cless session.)

Dismissal
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tt, Lesgson VI
ATHS: 1. To lead the pupils to recognize the proneness of humen
nature to bresk the covenants made with God.

2. To challenge the intermedists boye to carry into deily living
their resolutions of loyalty to God.

3. To point out to the gtudents the opportumity of service to
God through giving of their means to support the work of the
Kingdom.,

4, To review some of the lessons which heve been lesrned through
the study of the Book ot Nehemiah,

BIBLICAL MATwRIAL: Nehemiah 13,

PHOUEDUR&?

Heview:s A film covering the Book of lichemiah should be shown.l Following
the showing of the film, the instructor should discuss with the pupils

how the Bool of Nehemish neips to answer the following cuestions:

1. Isit true that becsuse & men is 2 religious leader, he is
more 8 servent of'Goi then one whé is ecually devoted to God, but is the
holder of a public office? Support your answer from the Book of Nehemieh,

2. Must one be willing to work to bring aboutlthe answer to his
preyer? Illustrate your answer from the Book of Nehemieh.

3. Sometimes in Sundey School there is sung 2 song entitled

uw

“It Pays to Serve Jesus.! Does the Book of lNehemiah show that it is wise

and profitable to serve God? Vhat evidence can you give in support of your

1. Such a film, according to present plans, soon will be relessed by
the Church-Creft Pictures, Inc., St. Louis, lissouri.
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General Lesson Period:

In Chepter 13, Nehemigh tells that the Levites and the singers
hed to go to the fields to work, as they did not receive sufficient support

in other ways.l However, in Nehemish 10, it is recorded that the Jews of

Jerusalem covenented “tc bring the First-fruits of . . . (their) ground,

and the Tirst-Truits of sll fruit of sil menner of trees, vear by vesr,

unto the house ot Jehoveah . .“2 The people had alsc promised that they
would bring the Tfirst-fruits of their dough, of'ferings, wins snd 0il.”

frobebly about twelve vesrs had slapsed from the time of the weking of the
covenant end the events recorded in Chepter 1%, bub in this comparstively
short time, the people had broken their promises to God with respect to the

) 0

bringing of their offerings to the Temple. The Levites end singers had
found it necessary ﬁo lesve their work in the Tenmple,
Temple suffered as & result,

Sometimes today one sees & sign posted upon & chureh, “for ssls.”
Cf course it is possible that the congregetion heve grown too lsrge for the

building or have found it advissble to move to another location. But often

the reason is an sltogether different one., The membership of the church

oyl

1ave feiled to meet the payments on the building. There are many cases,

too, where missionaries have been forced to return ﬁome beecause they

did not receive enough money to support them on the mission field. Some-
times'pastors of churches work with their hande or accept other types of
employment to supplement the very small salary which comes to them from

their churche 0God hes chosen them to give their full time to the work of

lo N'ehemlu.i‘ 17 10
2. Nehemieh 10:35
3. Nehemiah 10:37
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the ministry, but they find it impossible to do so., Because the pastor
carmot give his time to the wdrk of the church, the peopls lose interest.
The Sunday School becomes emaller. Illany do not hear sbout Christ who
otherwise would hear. HMeny sick people are not visited.

God could H;mself see thal every minister of His received the
money he needed. He could send a bird'to drop & large dismond right in the
ninister's yard. He could ses to it that the minister's one little piece
of property had & fine oil well on it; or that esch minister had some
éreaﬁ naﬁural ability through which he could earn his support by spending
just a few hours a week., God could--but instead He has given Hié own
people the.privilege of supporting the ministers and of paying the bills of
the church, Vhen the people of the churches do not accept this opportunity
for service to God, the whole progrem of the church is hindered.

Host boys of intermediste age ezrn some money., One very resl
opportunity for serving God is to give e pért of thet money to the church
of God.

Ask the pupils to exagmine Nehemiah 13 and to point out respects,
in addition to the failure to bring the offerings to the Temple, in which
the covenant of Chapter 10 wes broken, was it broken only by the common
run of the people? Refer the pupils to Nehemieh 13:4-5 and 13:11.

Agk the pupils to suggest rezsons why these Jews so soon Eroke
their solemn covenant, Perheps theseApeople could not see why they were
forbidden to marry with roreigners, so they set up their own resson agsinst
the commandments of God. FProbebly meny of the people felt that there were
circumstances which éade it all right ror them to trade on the ssbbath,

No doubt these Israelites liked the beautitul things the traders brought
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to their city on the Sebbath., Perhaps there was oprortunity to meke money,
and the Teraelites chose to put the making of money before the commandment
of God. There is a very real resson why it was necessary for God to say
"Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world,“1 and "“Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with 211 thy heart, end with 211 thy soul, snd
with all thy mind.“2 These people were very much the same =g we sre todamy.
If they could so quickly forget their covenant with God, we too must be on
our guarde

There is a story, based on true incidents, told concerning a
young Chinese Christian who was faced by one of these "so-reasoneble-looking"
temptations to sin. (The instructor should tell the story entitled “Just

a Little Thing!>)

Special Activity

The completed "aewspaperS the blueprint cherts, and the model
of the City of Jerusalem should be placed on display. The pastor of the
church; the Sunday Schoel &uperintendent or superintendent of the Daily
Vacatidn Bible School, as the case may bej the director of religiousz educsbiong
and other interested leaders shoﬁld be invited to exsmine the display.
‘Selected boys should be called upon to explain to fhe guests the various

features of the project.

Dismisgseal

1. 1 John 2:15a, King James Version

2. Matthew 22:37b, King Jewes Version

3, The story "Just a Little Thing" is included in the Appendix snd will be
found on page 95.



CHAPTER IV
SWMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Ae Summery

In the course of the preparation and the writing of this thesis,
e brief survey was mede of books and other publications which deslt with
the characteristics of the intermediate boy. The findings of this survey
have been enelysed under the headings, “Physiologicel Cheracteristics," and
iPsychological Charscteristics.” The portion of the analysis entitled
“Psychoiogical Characteristics’ was Brokenr-down and treated under the captions,
“emotional characteristics," "phyeical characteristics,” and'morsl snd
volitional charactefistics."

It was found throﬁgh this survey that during the intermediate years
the boy is apt to be growing rapidly and geining rapidly in strength., iis
voice may change, and he is characteristically clumsy, healthy, and hungry.
During thie time of physiological change, the intermediate boy also changes
psychologicelly. The early adolescent boy comes near to meturity intellect-
velly. However, he is very eesily distracted, and his mind is best prepared
to deal with that which is concrete. He is beginning to question and explore
truth for himself, to lay plens, build air caestles, and adopt ideals., TWith
reaéect to the emotionel cheracteristics of the intermedieste boy, he is often
insteble, desires approbation, is adutely conscientious, is developing =
spirit of independence, end yet clings for support to membership in & tightly
Imit geng., #ith regard to mbral and volitionel characteristics, the inter-
mediate boy mey be described as one who is developing & sense of responsi-
bility end eltruism, yet, regardless of altruism, approves blindly that which
his gang aepproves., 'Sometimes his actions sre based upon his emotions, sometimes

upon intellectual choice, and sometimes upon the impulse to imitate one who is

7.
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to him a hero,

The implications of the findings of the survey of the cheracter-
istics of the early adolescent boy for the personel religious life of the
boy, and for the methods to be used in his instruction were slso considered
snd set forth in Chapter I.

The implications of the findings of the survey with respect to-
the personal religious life of the boy may be surmarized as follo&s:

(a) The intermediate boy urgently nesds to sdopt a suitable Christian
standard of ethics., He needs to find in his own experience that the Bible
mey £ill this place in his life. (b) Iﬁstability ig found in the religious
experience as well as in other\areas of life, and in order to méet and
master this instebility, the intermediate needs to yisld supreme loyalty
to Chriet and to His cause. He needs also to experience fellowship with
Christ through vitel prayer. (c) In order to avoid emotionzl upheaval,
there is need for guidance of the intermediste as he commences to re-~
eveluate that which has been taught him in his younger days. (d) In meny
instances, conversion is the basic answer for the problems of the inter-
mediste boy, and frequently this step is the outcome, under God, of the
conflicts experisnced and the characteristice menifested during this
period of development.

With respect to pedagogical method, the implications of the
survey which was made may be set forth as indiceting (a) the importance
of.supplying tGod~fearing, reslistic heros, (b) the use of stories, (c) the
opportunity for practical service to God and man through individual and

group activity, (d) the need for honest expression of approbation,



(o) the need for guidance of the pupil in his study and thinking, (£f) the
importance of meking provision for individual differences, and finslly,
(g) the need for concrete presentetion of material.

Suitable specific objectives for the religious instruction of the
intermediete boy became epparent es the characteristics of the boy, and!
their religious and pedagogical implications were carefully examined. These
objectives yere stated in Chapter I, and they are as follows:

1. The experience of the forgiveness of sin through God in
Christ as & personal Savior.

2. The recognition of CGod in Christ as Lord.

3. A sense of being a co-worker together with God,

4, The hsbit of looking to the Bible as a standerd for conduct.

5. 4 growing desire to assume responsibility in the program
of the church school and church,

6. A growing ability to formulate clearly intellectual cuestions
concerning religion end to seek through thought, prayer, and the experience
of others their true snswer.

7. An understanding of the relation of the youth to the home and
to the community.

8._ The experience of group worship.

9., A vital experience ofvpersonal prayer.

In the light of the objectives steted in the first chepter,
the ettempt was made in Chepter II to evaluete the messege of the Book of
Nehemiah with respect to its suitability for inclusion in the church school
curriculum of the early edolescent boy. Likewise, the attempt wes made
to determine the fitness of the book with respect to pedagogicel methods

sultable for the intermediste boy, and yet at the seme time adapted to the
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presentation of the truths as taught in this book.
Tt was determined that the Book of Nehemish containe much

material which has teaching value for the intermediete boy--in fact, with

but two excéptions, point by point truths shine forth in Nehemish which

correspond with the objectives as set forth. The exceptions ere (1) that

Nehemiah gives little or no help in the problem of the relation of the

youth to his own femily, end (2) that Nehemizh does not contribute materially

to the formulation and solution of inbellectual gquestions concerning religion.
In regard to the fitness of the Book of Nehemiah with respect to

its adaptsbility to suiteble pedagogical methods for esrly adolescent boys,

it was found that this book is virtuelly ideal, It teaches spiritusl trubths

concretely through a record of how God moved and man resnonded. The account

is given through en interesting narrstive, and the central figure of the

narretive is 2 suitable and challenging subject for the hero wbrship of an

intermediste boy. The book is adapted for presentetion through the project

1R

do n

method, and in addition, the urge to mey be chenneled into community
service projects which mey fittingly accompany the study of portions of this
bool,

The third chepter is devoted to & presentation of lesson plens
for use as & guide in the instruction of intermediste boys. These lesson
plens were developed in such & way as to lay s foundation for, and chsllenge
the intermediete boy @o give supreme loyalty to Christ as Savior and Loxd.
Though the primary emphesis wes placed upon this point, yet & degree of
emphasis was given to a variety of concepts, each closely related to the

gpecific objectives as set forth in the first chepter. The pedegogicel

implications of the cheracteristics of the early adolescent boy were kept
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in mind throughout the development of these lesson plans, and the suggested
pedagogical methods and procedure were geared to fit with these implications.

A series of six lessons has: been planned. ‘In the first lesson,
the student was acquainted with the historical setting of the Book of Nehemiah
end with the story of the book itself to the point of the depsrture of
Néhemiah for Jeruselem., The faithfulness of Uod in judgment, and the import-
ance of choosing to obey tod in the sceceptance of Christ as Savior were
considersd, and the relation of prayer and works was discussed.

The second lesson carried on the story of the Book of Nehemiah to
the completion of the building of the walls. The effort was made to meke
plain the truth that ewen in the tasks of every day life we may serve Uod
scceptably~-that we are co-workers with Him; and to teach the pupils that a
sinful man is week when opposed to a men who is serving CGod.

In Lesson IIT the story of the Book of Nehemizh wes concluded.

The gtudents were encouraéed to think through the Book of Nehemish chapter

by chapter. Chapter VII, and portions of Uhapters IX and X were stressed.
Through the study of these portions, the effort was made to assist the students
to see that the word of tod is the key to the understanding of the will of

God, and to assist them to gain an understending of the importance of confess«
sion of sin,

Lesson IV gave special consideration to Nehemiah 9:5-28, In this
lessom: étreasiwas placed upon the danger in which 2 netion stands which
refuses to obey God. The challenge was made to the intermediate boy to
yield supreme allsgiance to the will of God.

Lesson V presented the Boock of Nehemish as a whole, and pointed

out the central message of the book: GCod's faithfulness in blessing an
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obedient people. Emphasis was placed upon the joy which erises in the hearts
of a people whom God blesses. The effort was also mede to make plain to the
intermediste boy God's hand in history.

Lesson VI was centered in Chepter XIII. In this lesson the
emphasis was placed upon the pronensss of people to break the covenants
made with God, end the challenge was extended to the intermediate boys
to carry into daily living their resolutions of loyzalty to God. The effort
was also mede to review the outstanding lessons which were learned through

the study of the Book of Nehemiah.
B, Conclusions

1., "The Book of Nehemiah presents religious concepts and experiences
coinciding closely with most of the concepts and experiences set up as the
teaching objectives in the religious instruction of intermediste boys.

2+ The Book of Nehemiash does not present &ll the concepts
included in the teaching objecfivés as formulated, In the first plece,
there is little or no connection betwéen the message ot Nehemish and
“a growing sbility to formulate clearly intellectusl cuestions concerning
religion" end the seeking “through thought, preyer, and the experience of
others their true answer." In the second place, there is little coﬁnection
between the message of this book and “the understanding of the reletion of
the youth to the home,*

2, HWith respect to the objectives relating directly to a relae-
tionship with tGod the %on, the message of the Book of Nehemish is limited
to the expresgion of foundetional concepts and experiences. It is necessery

for the teacher to supplement the teaching of this book with New Testament
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truth for a complete fulfillment of this teaching objective.

4, The Book of Nehemish lends itself readily to presentation to
intermediate boys through pedegogical methods suitable to his characteristics.
This is evident becsuse df the following‘factsz (a) The Book of Nehemish
portrays a hero, is filled with action, concrete, end contains elements of
humor. (b) The book is written primerily in narrative form and is & com-
peratively brief record. \c) Group activities such as stories, drema,
handwork, excursions, and specisl projects mey be readily used in teaching

this book.
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APPENDIX A

A PROPHET IN EXILEL

It was in Riga, one of the great seaports of the Russian Empire,
A young man sat at an office desk in a large business building, pencil in
hand, his eyes running up and down columns of figures. The afternoon's
shadows were lengthening, end the day's work was drawing to a close,

The young men was worried, The expression on his face betrayed
the fact that something of en unusual nature was bothering him. For some
reason the figures refused to total correctly, Two or three times he
1ifved his heed and stirred restlessly as he glanced toward the window,

At last, throwing down his pencil, he rose and walked to the
window, where he stood gazing out on the street., Russian and Lettish
workmen were trudging toward their homes., Now and them a droshky drove
past, the driver cracking his whip and yelling at his horse as he sought
to steer through the traffic., Women in bright-colored garments hurried
along.

YBasgil Malof i"

- The young man turned to see who had spoken, but saw no one. His
face was a study as he again turned to the window to watch the busy street.

"Basil Malof "

igain he turned quickly, but saw nothing, The office staff
appeared unconcerned, No one looked up. Once more he focused his atten-
tion on the passing traffic in the street before him.

"Basil Malof i*

For the third time he heard his neme, and now, as he listened,

" it seemed as though the Voice spoke and said: "Basil Malof, if you were
not in this office, helping to make a rich, unconverted manufacturer richer
still, you could go into the streets to tell others of Christ. Your
employer can easily find other unconverted young men to do your work here
as well as you, but if you, who have been saved, will not go, no one can
take your place."

Frightemed by this Voice, Basil tried to brush it aside. "No,"

he said, "I cannot be a missiomary, I have no gift for preaching; I cannot
go." And he went back to his desk,

1. Oswald J. Smith: Oswald Smith's Short Stories, pp. 59=75.

86.
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A day or two later the same Voice within him spoke again, and he
was forced to get up froa his chair end look out of the window. Hundreds
of people were passing by: workingmen in their factory blouses black with
smoke, women with napkins or colored hendkerchiefs on 'bhea.r heads and
all kinds of other people, riding in vehicles,

"Thinking that it might be his own imagination, he turned and
resumed his work at his desk,

"'wo times two make four., Eight times seven are fifty~six., Seven
from twelve leaves five, Nine eand three are--let me see=-nine and no one
to teke your place, Oh, what am I doing? Whatever ails me?"

Again he stole from his desk to the window and watched once more
the throngs thet seemed to ever pass along the street,

"Basil Malof," said the Voice once more, "Basil lMalof, do you
see those hungry multitudes?"

Yes, he saw them., His vision was now penetrating farther and
farther. All Latvia spread itself before him, Russia with its teeming
millions loomed up in a moment of time. . .

"Basil Malof," pleaded the Voice within his soul, "if you don't
g0, no one will, I have no other. There are meny who can do your work
here, but none there,"

Basgil Malof was a man of quick action, In & mament his mind was
made up, The Voice could not be ignored . . . ' '

He made his decision to respond and turned his eyes toward
mission fields., His knowledge of them was as yet limited. He knew some~
thing of Charles Haddon Spurgeon, the Prince of Preachers in London . . .
His knowledge of English, however, was limited to & few words. Procuring
a dictionary, he looked up the words he needed and the next mail carried
e letbter to the Rev. Thomas Spurgeon, President of the Pastors' College,
Another letter he sent in the seme mail to his parents in Tukum, ., . (telling)
them his decisionm.

A reply from London soon came back with the laconic sumnons,
"Come at once,” He was to be the First student fram Russia ever to enter a

British theological college.

There was also & reply to the other letter., It was from his
mother, Taking it with him to a nearby cemetery, where it was his custom
to eat his noonday lunch and to meditate, he sat down near a tanbstone and
hesitatingly read his motherts letter:

"Dear Basil"--he was still the little boy to his mother, even
thouygh he had grown to menhood--"Dear Basil, are you going to leave us?
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Don't you love us any more? Please don't leave us, Basil, my boy; don't
go away. We need you, now that we are getting olde What are we going
to do without you, Basil? Don't go away,.!

Thus the letter read. As he was slowly making out the words
he noticed on the sheet that there were big spots caused by teardrops which
had fallen from his mother's eyes as she wrote,

For ‘awhile he sat looking off into space, rigid as the tomb-
stones about him, His poverty-stricken parents needed his aid. . . he was
about to leave them to go away to a faraway land, perhaps never %o see them
again,

Basil's nind was wandering to the old home in Tulm, Only one
room==2 dining-roam, kitchen, parlor, study and bedroom all canbined in
one . . A great lump rose in Basil's throat as his eyes suddenly filled
with tears, For same minutes he sobbed as if his heart would break, Then
he . . (prayed).

A moment later he stood up and, taking the letter of Jesus, the
New Testament, from his poéket, he read: "Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature,” “He that loveth father or mother
more than me is not worthy of me." , .

These words were burning in his soul. Parents or God? Should
he 1listen to his mother's appeal or should he obey God? Oh, what a battle!
Fiercely the struggle raged within him , . Surely he loved his perents.

He would like to meke himself responsible for them in their old age . .
But again, he seemed to see before him, as if illuminated, the words "He
that loveth father and mother more than me is not worthy of me," . .

o « "Finelly the victory was won. . . slowly his left hand with
his mother's letter went down and his right hand with the New Testament was
lifved up high toward heaven, The decision was reached in his heart . .
and the Light of the Guiding Presence filled his soul as gently his . .
(sorrow) was changed to comfort,

« o "in 1903 he became a student in Spurgeon's Pastors' College,
Loadon, England.

The years passed quickly in England. He spoke aboub Russie as
opportunity offered, but gave himself to his studies in Spurgeon's College,
burning the candle at both ends &s he pored over his books far into the

+ o 'The English word Ythe* . . . (was hard to say).

"It almost broke my jaw,"™ he declared in telling of it later,
"I threw the book wnder the table or scross the room meny a time,"
J



« o "Finelly his stay in Englend was over, . (He had gone to)
8t. Petershurg. The great Dom Evangelia, built to accommodate some 2,000
people, had been completed, and Basil Malof, . . . was its pastor, It was
the talk of the city. Nothing like it had ever been seen in Russia before,
Large crowds were attending and listening eagerly to the fiery messages
of the young pastor who was still in his twenties, Many were eccepting
Jesus Christ and renouncing the dead and empty religion of the Greek
Orthodox Church in which they had been nurtured all their lives, .

Pastor Malef, as he was now called, had made two covenants as he
entered upon his great work,

First: "I will be loyel to God even to martyrdom.”
Second: "I will mever parley with the devii."

It was not long before he was put to the test, The devil was
busy.

"If only this disturber of the peace could be forever silenced!
Cen we banish him from Russia? How cen we get rid of him?" Such were the
guestions discussed by the priests behind closed doors.

The first temptation came in the form of a golden carriage, It
happened this way:

Basil kalof one day, while preaching in loscow, received a telegram,
It was from His Excellency., Now, His Excellency had always been a bitter
foe of the work. But this telegram invited Pastor Msalof to St. Petersburg

for an interview,

- "What did it meen? Would he go? Had His Excellency been con- -
verted? Something must surely have happened. Possibly he had better go."
Thus he reasoned,

His Excellency sat behind & desk in a beautifully furnished
room, His face was all smiles, like the face of & cat when it wants to
catch a mouse,

Pastor Maléf sat opposite him and waited.

e s

"Come, join the State Church of which His lMajesty, the Czer, is
the head, and we will make you a bishop," he said in his most friendly tons.

So thet was the game, was it? Pasbor Malef smiled., His
Excellency, thinking he had won, put his hand to his mouth and whispered,
"Archbishop " :

There was no need to explain what such an offer meant, Pastor
Malof already knew, It meant a carriege drawn by four horses. People would



kiss the corner of his coat and do him the highest honor.

Slowly he shook his head as the plot dewmed on him, His
Excellency was now besming, as he waited for his snswer, At last it came,

"Your Excellency," began Pastor lMalof in a quiet tone of voice,
smiling a little, "if you would make me the fope, perhaps I might consider.”

In a2 manent the face of the great official clouded over. He was
quickly disillusioned, He saw that he was being mocked, and his offer
spurned,

"Go," he cried, "go, but remember you will sone day pay dearly
for your actions,”

And His Excellency was right. The cross was Just aheed, though
little did the breve preacher know it then; but the golden carriage to
bribe him to deny his Lord had failed.

It was Saturday evening. Pastor Malof was leading the believers?
prayer meeting in the Dom Evangelis,

° * .

Suddenly the chief usher ceme along the aisle end beckoned.
Pastor Malof immediately came forwerd, thinking it was some triviel matter,

: YPastor, the police want you," whispered the usher, his face
blanched with fear. But still the pastor thought 1ittle of it and quietly
walked out to see what was wrong.

"By the order of the Military Chief of Petrograd," read the
officer from a paper in his hand, "Pastor lialof is to be immediately
arrested and exiled to Siberia.”

"But won't you give me at least three hours to get ready? There
must be some fearful mistake," exclaimed the pastor.

, "Don't you see, Sir, it says ¥immediately'? I will givé you ten
minutes and no more," responded the official.

(A smell pack was made, A blenket for the cold nights, some
bread, and, on top, the Bible.)

"Ready I" cried the officer. "The ten minutes are up.”

"Won't you permit me, Sir, to say good~bye to my dear people
first?" pleaded the pastor.
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' "No! Never! You must come at once," responded the official
in an authoritative voice,

"Sir, will you then allow my secretary here to go and tell the
people what is happening to their pastor, that they may stand outside and
watch me go?"

"No. If you do thet I will close up the church," was the reply.

For one brief moment Pastor Malof hesitated, while a look of
inexpressible snguish overspread his face, as & score of sacred memories
fle shed through his mind,

o o 'There was no church when he came, He was the founder . .

iiarch oni"

The ordeéer brought him back in z« moment, and picking up his small
pack, . « o he stepped into the street.

Oh, what & chenpgel! Often had he walked down that same street as
an honored citizen. Now he was a culprit under guard. For same minutes no
word was spoken. The street was in darlmess and his heart was even darker,
There seemed to be no star of hope to which he might cling, He saw nothing
but exile and dreary Siberian prisons, 1:.felong separation from those he
loved, and at the end~~death. .

Eeavy at heart, sad and perplexed, he walked on and on . «

"Jesus, tell me, oh, tell me why," at last cried the prisoner
within his own heart, "Why must I be teken away? Please tell me,”

A And as though from the darkened sky above came the answer: 'Let
not your heart be troubled."

"Ah3 +thenk God! "Let not your heart be troubled." "Oh! it's
all right."

(He stepped within the prison and the iron gate closed behind
him,)

"Where will I sleep?” inguired the prisoner, turning to the
policeman.

The light of the lantern showed him three prisoners, filthy,
and probably alive with vermin, lying on three cots. There were no other
beds in the cell.

"With one of them," answered the officer gruffly.
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For a moment his courage failed., Never had he slept in such
dirt and with such companions before. Then he took courage.

"Lord," he cried, "You were crucified between two thieves and
surely I can sleep between two.!"

Then the officer left the cell and he was alone in the company
of thieves, perhaps murderers.

Presently the door opened and a soldier called him by name. He
had not yet lain down,

"Follow me," was the command., And he found himself in the
office.

"If you will sign these papers agreeing to go to Siberia at yow
own expenhse, you may have three days to settle up your business affairs,”

Such was the offer. It did not take him long to write his name.
God, he knew, had intervened. The church must have prayed steadily from
the time of his arrest. A4nd prayer had been answered.

Returning to his cell, he picked up his bundle and started back
for the church.

What it all meant he did not know, but convinced that God was
working, he stepped along at a brisk pace, with a great joy bubbling in
his heart.

After proceeding for gome distance, he suddenly saw two men
coming toward him, Their figures looked familiar and as they drew nearer
he recognized them as his two leading deacons. Their heads were down.
Neither was speaking. They appeared to be completely disheartened, Their
steps were slow and heavy . . . (as) they approached their pastor, whom
they had not yet observed . .

"Brethren, hallelujah? I am back "

With startled looks they stopped suddenly and stood gazing at
the man before them., The next moment their faces whitened as they clasped

hands in terror.
"y ghost Iv

The words were not uttered aloud, but, as they confessed later,
that was what each exclaimed in his heart., Pastor Malof had already read

their thoughts.

"No! No, brethren!" he cried, coming closer. "It's I, your
pastor.?

“.
f
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They felt him,welcomed him,cried over him, and finally, one
on either side, they escorted him back to the church. The people had not
yet left. They were still praying.

« « he entered the church . .

"Brothers and sisters," he exclaimed, "the Lord has brought
me out of the prison housse It

Oh, the joy as they welcomed him back, as it were, from the
dead! It seemed ag though the separation had lasted for years. Pastor
and people were again united, for a time at least.

Two days later by special decree of the Czar's Cabinet, in
answer:to the pastor's appeal, the sentence to Siberian exile was
changed to banishment abroad. Thus by way of Sweden he came to the
United States, where a great work was accomplished for Russian war prisoners,
and, later, the Russian missionary movement was organized. Thus the
devil banished one preacher and the Lord sent back an army in his place.



APPENDIX B

JUST A LITTLE THING!

The most profitable season for bandits in North China is when
the millet, or ¥robber's green curtain®, is high. No one can tell where
the bandits may he moving behind the tall green grein,

One spring the bandits were particularly bad. The churches
in the villages end towns of North China announced that their doors were
open to Christians who felt it necessary to flee from their homes but that
they must leeve their money and veluebles at the city bank. As it was
lmown that this was the regulation, the churches were ummolested for weeks.,

Fung Goe, a young high-school student, was acting as gatekeeper
in one of the village churches, It was his duty to meet people at the
gate and make sure that they had no valuables with them,

One day Fung Gos was surprised to see a friend come to the gate,
leading a donkey on which sat his wife and children.

“why, Wang Sen Ga! Is it you?" eried Fung Coa,

"Yes, we, too, have had to flee," answered Veng,

"I am sorry about thet," seid Fung Goa. "But I em gled you ceme
here. Uome right in. No, wait. You have not brought any money or jewels
with you? You know our rule. They must be deposited at the city bank,*

Wang replied hesitently: "Well, yes, we have some femily jewels
but we should hate to put them in the custody of a dishonest merchant or
benker. No one will know thet we have them, for they are sewed in a bed
quil‘to " :

“I em sorry," said Fung Goa. "I am on my honor not to let in
snything of velue. This rule keeps the church safe.’

“0Oh, come on! You are too conscientious, why, when we leave
here, ocur home masy have been destroyed. These jewels may be all we have
- with which to begin life again. You wouldn't put en old friend in e position

like that, would you?"
"T don't want to, but--¥

"But, for friendship's sake!" cried Wang., “Just this once. No
one will lknow."

"A11 right, then. Come in." 4And Fung Goa led the way into the
church grounds. All the houses were full, so Vang built a mat shed under

L d L d » A4 - *

1. Agnes Peery and Emily vWerner: The Child and the Book, Book I, pp. 55-57,
e story based upon incidents originally told by iiss Irene Forsythe,
a missionary to Chins, and reprinted from Westminster Uepartmental Graded
Materials.
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a pomegrenete tree, while some friends played with the children =nd
others helped kirs, Yang to get supper.

rung Goa went back to the gste but for the rest of the day he
felt rather uncomforteble.

“Bendits sacked the next town," said = men who came st dusk.
“I won't be surprised if we have trouble here before morning.”

“well, we are safe," said enother. "The last group of bandits

pasced by when they hesrd we had nothing of velue. The word of z Christisn
counts, even with them,®

411 evening the noise of bandit shots could be hezrd. The bandits
seemed to be coming ecloser and closed. Yhen st last they broke into the
town, Fung Gos had decided to put up ss brave a front as possible end ignore
the thing he had done. after all, it wee “just a little thing." There
reelly wasn't enough jewslry in the church to meke the robbing of the plsce
worth while, '

‘There is nothing of vaelue within," ssid rung Gos when the

bandite demanded entrence, We sre just a group of vhristiens with only our
food and clothing." '

"Ye shall see,” said the bandits gruffly as, with bayonets brend-
ished dengerously, they rushed into the courts. ;They looked everywhere,
overturning boxes, tearing up beds, and searching the people's clothes.

Soon they ceme to ¥Weng's corner of the court and bafore long, had the jewels
in their hands, ’

“Hao! DNothing of valued" they cried., “These Unhristians are lisrs!
Search everything! Hore is hiddenl"

The bandits grew infuriated when they could find nothing more,
“Burn the old churchd” they shouted. &nd they did.

Down through the country went the angry bend, sttacking the
churches in every town with the cry: "Christians are lisrs! Get the hidden
money of the vhristisnsi ‘

Fung Goa, left behind to gusrd the smoldering ruins of his own
church, could not put oubt the fires of regret in his heart.

"It was such a little thing," he sighed over and over again, "I
thought thet it wes such a little thing."
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