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aohares cannot afford to

In an ether place he writes, "%o
ptand avout and waeit Tor sonetbing te bappen in order to
atart o project. He should be on the nliort to teke sdvantoge

of avery opportinilty Jer the leupching of senulne projovte.

Gome of the best projecte ordpinate in some new or strong

sltuation thai suddeonly apronyred bevore the class." Laoter

on in iz bLook Hotchkive deseribes the duties of the teachey
in these pintsmentsl "The feacber should sheleh o proplen,
Lint the pstive inetinete thot bhe hopos to srousy dn the in-
dividusl nmewhors of the clase, lint the material 19 be used
and anticisnte some of the problems end cuerics thet the
ehildren ayve likely to ?&ﬁﬁﬁ snd write out some decirable
thdnge o bo nvevmpliched in working out {he preject. The
repulin of She preject decsend upon the okill with which the
pupile leounch the project. T“he teachor vhould alue have

some definite plon Jeor Judpding the project. dos 1t oducne

tingy of senvine interest to the puplle? VYoo it

vare the alne
}i

worthwhile? Yhsi school arie were learnedy
seeonpiished? Vere depirablo hablic being formed?

v%h&” helpful hints concesrning the teacherts vork
appear whon Hoetehlloe weiles, "The tencher muet aveld toe
muach halp in puiding the pupile in thelr gmrya&@%a”{ Fupthore

E

more "the teacher should okilifully suide the chilldren inte

a realisatieon of the need of mpoelol work nnd drilil in those
4

wealknensen vhiech srlge vut of n notural ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁ&ﬁa“

smether writer on the projeci nethod who hao &xg?a&&%ﬁ

1. Hotohkios, U, A, » Yhe Uroject Hethod in Ciapuroom Jork ;
23,4, ﬁaﬁ&hﬁiﬁ%. e he = The voJect Hothed ﬁﬂ “%aggfﬁﬁﬁ Vork.
I .
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his opinleon concesning the duties of the fencher is ¥endel H,
Brovom,., In Chapteér one of hie book, Dranom weites, "Yhe full
gisnificance of the project method should be grapned by the
teacher, The projsct method deteormines the growih ould of
gehool nrd in osoheol. The feacher must suide fhe direction and
rapldity of this develiopment., The %&&eﬁé@ mist eatablish
propar relaotions betweon the chiid and succeseive situstions,
The skiil of tho tenchoer chould be used i zot the puplis ine
terested in the gonl and in the pileps necessary o rasch the
goni @ﬁﬁl@%%&?ﬁﬁﬁiﬁj“z in Ghapler IV, , Bronon weitss, “1%
i nececoory that the topcher shnll know the antvre of the
ehild s werld nd the variod interonts of children which pid
in their gw&@%ﬁ.“&
In Chapter ¥, Bronom ligte the following dutlies for the
tencher of the preject nethed: "The teschiers work 4o to place
the child into effective pelations with his enviromment.” In
prder to aceonmplish thip surpose "the teacher munt relsle
the sisustion o the childla experiences and aittituvdes so
thet the ¢hild enn grow. Her problem iz 1o pot the ohiildts
interest srouced so that he will %ﬁ@i the need 17 poocible
the want of meetering the situsifon. ohe has the task of
ga%%img the ehildren %o focus thelpr astienilon ﬁﬁﬁ intereste
upon situntlons whose mautery will develop thom in the dire
ection damsnded by thelir soclel welfure. Dvery tescher
should attompt to relnlte the work to the chilid in sueh

way that thore fe no problem of divcipiine,

1. Dranonm, MHondol . » The Profect Hethod in Sduesiion - lage a7,
2o Opowe, Tage 69, - ~




68,

The wnrk 0f each<regitatian’$h0?;é be‘sﬁroﬁgly‘mstivated.Q—'
Tha,primary responsibility for motivating the work belongs
ta‘the~teacher."l | ‘

- In Chapter X, Branom writes in régard to the teacher's
duiies.in the study period - "The teacher's function in'_z~,
the‘ﬁtudyfperiod 1s %o act as a stimilator af‘ac%ivity aﬁé
is‘nbt that of any authority or a general source of informe
ation, It is her business to see that the pupils have mat-
erials and saurﬁes of information with which to work. As
th? pupils ara“studyiﬁg she should pass. quietly among them
looking over their work,~~The teacher should stimulate
suggestions, but she should not be a crutch for the pupils
to lean upan." It is quite apparent from the above iist
of éuties which ths teacher must fulfill that she is an im-
portant factor in the new method of education.

Anéther writer who has seen fit to warn the teacher of
her duties in teaching by projects is John A, Stevenson,
Stevenson says, "The teacher's task is simple yet difficult,
; simpie because he must merely commence the process by so
contrclling the aituation that a need or problem will arise

for.dhe shild the rest, within certain limits are the cap-

adi&iﬁgpafkthe child; and to properly”gauge‘ﬁhese and take
ﬁheﬁ'inﬁe aécuunt‘requires téaching‘abiiity of a high order,
In order tﬁaﬁ the projects may serve a progressively edu-
cative purpose they'QUBt be so organized as continuously to
present new difficultieﬁ and offer new opportunities for

achmevement."3

1. Branom, Mendel, L. - The Project Methad in aducatioh,?gs.?g-léi
2, Same ~ Pages lﬁa-log
3. Stevenson, John A. - The Project Method in

3
-3
o
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Later on in his book, Stevenson writes, "Before the
teacher attempts to teach a subject by this method, certain
suggestions ghoﬁid be eénsidereé, The teacher should first
of all survey the éubject planned for teaching‘in'order to
‘enumerate all the facts, principles and processes whiéh are
to be taught. This material should be arranged in a logi- |
‘eal or systematic order, Then the prajecta which the teacher
expects to use in- this suhject uhould be outlined to see
how much of the material,ilogically arranged, will be taken
care of by these'préjéets."; Finally, he adds, "After the
facts have been introduced and taught by tha project method
the material should be arranged in a logical order and
drilled gpon until a‘sysﬁematic grasp of the subject is
realizéd.“gy These, then, are the duties of the teacher ’
according to Stevenson.

Kilpatrick, as we have already~notéd, regards purposing
by the pupils as the chief factor in teaching by projects,
Hence, we find that he stresses the teacher's duty.frdm the
paint of view that the pupil must do the purposing. Theré»
fore, he says that the teacher's duty toward the purpose is
to "rule o#t bad purposes, peacably if he Can, fcréibly if
he mﬁst - and on the other hand to start those wholesome
purposes which we altogether appfove."' o

To the teacher of science who teaches by pﬁojecta;
Downing would give the following duties: "Sce that the pupils
have'abundant opportunity to come in touch with many things
1, Stevenaon, John A. - The Project Method in Teaching - Page a77.

2+ Same -~ Page 278, .
3o Kilpatrick Vm, H, = N.E. Associaotion Bulletin = Vol 66 Pg.272.

S
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- and with varied situations so as to enrich their experiences.

154 80

They need a profusion of intelligently organized sensory con-
tacts 1o build,np»accuxate;percepts. They must be directed

toward the problem - solving attitude of mind and the prob-

- lems used in their training must deal largely with the con-

crete. Their steps in the process of thinking must be

“guarded against~arrnrs., They must bejgiven ideals of accure

acy in observation drill in anclysis and discrimination, in

sepaxating pertinent,ffom'nan»pertinantwfacﬁg hearing on: &

problem, and in arr&ngingyfacta 80 as- to make'evidence for

or against a.tentative hypothesis.‘ Knowledge must be ac-
quired to give fertility of suggestion, They must be
trained from jumping to hasty conclusions and to assume any
impersonal unprejudiced viewpoint, in looking at a problem~
atic situation.”l Such are the duties of the teacher accords
ing to Downing. | | ‘
Once. more Weinote;the teacher's duties according fo

Nolén\who says, "The teacher:

(1) "Helps initiate projects."

(2) ™M"Awakens interest in projects."”

(3) "Directs the activities of ‘pupils to projects ef walue;
and

(4) "Organi zes minor projecta and problems in the solution
S of complex projecis.” 2, _ ‘

In thisg chapter the duties of the teacher of the project

‘method, as well as her preparation and functions weré listed
according to the opinions of several authorities. ‘In closing
it might be worthwhile {o briefly state that the teacher must

1. Downing, Elligt R, = Teaching Science in the ﬁchoals, Paga 63.

2, Nolan, Ora, I, -Bducation -~ Vol. 44 - Page 288,

Rl C A0
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be prepared to guide pupila in the selecticn of purposes and
to gumde pupils in the sucoessiul realization of their pure
posea in real 1ife by helping them in werking out plana to
attain their purposea, in executing the plans made and in

criticising the finished product.
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Chapter V.

Bome Conclusions

As’a resglt of this study a few general conclusions may
be formulated. First, it is safe to assume that the project
method is not a brand new idea by an expreﬁaion and synthesis
of ideals and aims in education which have been kept alive
in spite of time and trial. Briefly, the project method ine
cludes the following eléments carried on from the past and
promoted by some of our present leaders: self activity,
learning to do by doing (comenius) interest, motivatioh,
concreteness, individual differences, cooperation, perman-
ent retention, transfer of the judgment of values and traine
ing for leadership., |

Second, there is some confusion in the minds of teachers
and others who are trying to use the project idea because of
the different meanings given to the project and the project
method, There seems to be two divisions of educators on
the question of what the project and the project method really
are. Those interested in vocational educaticn seem to limit
the project to concrete expressipns of ideas in some manual

form whereas those in other fields of education seenm to_be

agreed that a project is a wholehearted purposeful activity

carried on to completion in a social environment.

Third, there seems to be strong enough arguments to
indicate that the project method is a psychologiczl method,

Moreover, there seems to be facts to show that the princi-
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ples of psychology as determined by the application of a
4"scientifi¢ precedu;e‘ﬁo thajs?udy\pf Qayghp;qu’are appliéd
in the project ﬁethad,? In faéﬁg how 1earning takes place |
accdrding‘ta bur“modern'psychdlogy and how. learning takes
place ih the project method of study seem to be practigéllyk
the same thing. Consequently the teacher of the project
method must understand the latest principles of psychoiogy.

In fine, this method of the project also points out
* the present philosophical attitude of the progmotists. It
seems o say the end of education is conduct and character.
One leads on to the other. Both are dependent upon purposes
'of a worthy nature. The child's purposes must be. utilized
and directed in his activitics so that he will get practice
in the right habits, attitudes and ideals. of a worthy
life. In fact, if rightness is to be measured in regard
to any eanduct, then its rightness is determined by its
work ébility. Then again, man's behavior is a rosult of
neural connections made in his nervous system. Man is a
mechanism that reacts to a stimulus this way and that way
‘éccordingly as certain bonds are or are not ready to act.
No mention is made of any guiding power in the determina-
tion of right conduct except man himself, and his environ-
ment. He is to be his own judge. ILike an animel of a
lower grade, he is to learn what to do by doing, by trial
and error. ﬁotﬁing is considéreé as worthwhile which is
based upon speculation., Man must be an&lyzed.écientifically

and on the basis of this study is man's nature, purpose
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in life, and very existence to be g;;plaivnéd., - Buch appears
to be the philososhicsl ideas implied ox stated in the

D. K. philosophy of education through the instrument des-
cri‘bed; namely, the Project Method. o
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