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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. The Statement of the Problem 

The field of religious education has demanded an 

increasingly large amount of attention in religious circles 

for many years. Early in this century it we.s looked upon 

almost as a panacea for all our religious ills. However at 

the present time the world is engaged in the most far flung 

war of all time where survival of the fittest is as much 

the law as ever it was in the jungle. This fact challenges 

the work of religious education. What was the progrEtm of 

religious education twenty five years ago? ~~at is it to

day? How do these programs differ? Is there progress or 

is the present war an indication that religious education 

has fa.iled? It is the purpose of this study to pen a 

picture of the thought and practice in this field as mirror

ed in a leading publication in 1918-1919 in that period of 

world crisis, and to compare that picture with one of the 

present time when the world is again at a critical point 

in its history. The hope is that this comparison will throw 

some light on the questions above. 

B. The Limitation of the Field 

Volumes are wri t.ten about various phases of reli

gious education, and since one purpose of the present study 

is. to get a picture of the whole, this work will be limited 
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by choice of source material. A periodical current to each 

of the periods will be chosen and the material contained 

therein will limit the study. 

C. The Importance of the Problem 

The manner in which an individual or group of 

individuals or an organization or a field of work reacts 

to a critical situation in which it is involved gives an 

indication of the true purpose and character of that indi

vidual or organization. It is believed that the thought, 

the practical application in the field of religious educa

tion in periods of stress will give a keen insight into 

this important work. It is further believed that a compar

ison of such an insight at two different periods of similar 

difficulty will give a basis for evaluation of progress in 

the field. vVhen the very foundations of religion are being 

challenged by a world struggle it seems imperative that 

religious ectucators evaluate the work of the past, and take 

inventory to see whether or not there is evidence of 

progress that makes the work more effective in the lives of 

those touched. 

D. The Method of Proceedure 

In approaching this problem of comparison the 

Wl'i ter purposes to make e. study of the source material and 

let the findings determine the points to be emphasized. 

The two periods will be presented, and then the period of 
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1918-1919 will be compared with the period of 1941-Matr.ch 

1943. 

E. The Sources of Data 

In order to present a view of the field of reli

gious education as it was in the two periods, periodicals 

will be used. Periodicals were chosen because they give 

a more immediate picture of a specific time than do books 

which are written with a longer perspective. From 1918-

September 1919 the Pilgrim Magazine of Religious Education, 

a Congregational publication, will be used. In October of 

1919 this magazine appeared under a new name, The Church 

School - a Mage~zine of Christian Education. This was a 

joint enterprise of the Congregational, Methodist Episcopal 

Church North, and Methodist Episcopal Church Soutll.. Later 

The Church School similarly became The International Journal 

of Religious Education. The latter publication is the basis 

for the study of 1941-March 1943. All issues for 1918-1919 

will be used except October 1919. This one is not available. 

Consecutive issues of 1941-1w,rch 1943 will be used. These 

are monthly publications with the exception of a July

August combination in the case of the International Journal 

of Religious Education. The sections of the magazines 

dealing with the Sunday school lesson or giving plans for 

worship programs will not be considered. 



·CHAPTER II 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN 1918-1919 AS 

PRESENTED IN THE PILGRIM l\1AGAZINE OF RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION AND IN THE CHURCH SCHOOL 



CHAPTER II 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN 1918-1919 AS 

PRESENTED IN THE PILGRIM MAGAZINE OF RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION AND IN THE CHURCH SCHOOL 

A. Introduction 

Periods of war always bring change and adjustment. 

Problems that severely test the very soul of a person or 

the heart of an organization are frequent. Religious edu

cation is not excepted. The very fact of war challenges 

the religious educator and the effectiveness of the work 

he is doing. He must adapt himself and his plans to meet 

the new problems. In a time when the whole world is en

gulfed in the most far reaching war of all time it is 

helpful to be able to look back and see how similar 

difficulties were met a generation ago. 

B. The Field of Religious Education 

The field of religious education includes a 

general survey of the work being done. Particular refer

ence to organizational plans is made. The relation of 

religious education to other fields is seen in its connec-' 

tion with democracy. 

1. The Need for Religious Education 

Following a strike of the police force in Boston, 

many boys and young men in their 'teens had a part in 
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smashing store windows, looting, ~ebbing and rioting of 

various sorts. Visitors of the Boston City Missionary 

Society who knew the lower part of the city feel that the 

disorder "comes chiefly from young people who have been 

brought up without adequate Christian home life and train-

ing and who have considered themselves quite free from 
1 

restraint." An editor of the "Boston Transcript 11 makes 

a statement that is perhaps more telling because of its 

source saying, 

11 Boston today is reaping what she has sown. She is 
discovering how narrow is the space between the veneer 
of respectability and the spawn of hell. She is ascer
taining that among large masses of her population no 
foundation of religion and character has been laid to 
which can be spiked a. morality that will work. u2 

These statements are evidences of extreme need felt in 

this period of 1918-1919 for religious education. "Wnat 
3 

a clarion call to religious education, 11 says an editor 

of The Church School. 

Another such indication is seen in the citing of 

wide spread social unrest and recognition of the contribu-

tion that interpreters of Christianity can make to the 

solution of the problems. The opinion is voiced that the 

. . . . . . 
1. Editorial: "The Editor's Ou:tllook, 11 November, 1919, p.3. 

Since only two magazines are used as sources for this 
chapter, the name of the magazine will not be given in 
the footnote. Any date from January 1918 through Sep
tember 1919 will be The Pilgrim W~gazine of Religious 
Education. If the date is November or December of 1919 
the magazine will be The Church School. 

2. Ibid. 
3. Ibid. 
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church has dealt too exclusively with adults and with 

changing lives that are already set instead of moulding 

minds which are still plastic and ready to adopt any ideas. 

Proof for this statement is centered in the fact that the 

Protesta..nt church has neither a well defined educational 

objective nor educational program. Mr. Chappell feels that 

development and execution of such a program should be the 
1 

church's chief contribution to the distressed situation. 

2. The Pla.,ns and Changes Proposed 

At about the same time these challenging thoughts 

were being written, a Commission of the Congregational 

Church on Moral and Religious Education gave its report to 

the representatives of that body at the National Council 

Meeting at Grand Rapids. They characterize as an education-

al enterprise any.activity that 

111. 6oncerns itself with growing, developing persons; 
2. seeks to engage these persons actively in some form 

of study or work; 
3. its primary interest ... is the development of the 

persons themselves rather than the objective results 
of their activity; 

4. seeks to communicate to them, while they in turn seek 
to profit by the riper experience of others; 

5 .... has its face set toward the future, aiming to 
promote, rather than arrest, their develoument and 
to help them gain new knowledge and added-power. 11 2 

It is true that under this definition all the work of the 

. . . . 
1. Of. Chappell, E. B.: "Christian Education and Pat~iot

ism," November, 1919, p.4. 
2. 11Report of Congregational Commission on Moral and 

Religious Education," December, 1919, p.30. 
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church is educational. However this commission roughly 

sets off as specifically educational the aspects of the 

work which deal with relatively immature members, especial-

ly children and young people; are concerned with acquiring 

new knowledge and development of new powers; employ ed-

ucational methods such as continuity of study in the place 
1 

of more sporadic attempts at learning. 

Earlier in this same year Professor Walter S. Athearn 

published an article presenting 11 The Citizenship Plan of 
2 

Community Organization in Religious Education." This plan 

is the system usea. in the city of Me.lden. It includes a 

council made up of all Christian citizens who are interest-

ed in helping to build a program of religious education for 

the community, a board of directors, a chief eocecutive 

officer in the person of the council president, a superin-

tendent of religious education comparable to a city 

superintendent of schools, commissions for the study of 

community problems, and a board of religious education 

comparable to the city school board. The council sets as 

its objectives the following: 

"a. The development of a city system of religious educa
tion. 

b. The unification of all child welfare agencies of the 
city in the interests of the greatest efficiency. 

c. The supervision of a complete religious census of 

1. Cf. "Report of Congregational Comrnis sion on Moral and 
Religious Education," Decembe~, 1919, p. 30. 

2. Cf. April, 1919, pp. 105-106. 
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the city with special reference to the religious needs 
of children and young people. · 

d. The direction of educational, industrial and social 
surveys for the purpose of securing the facts upon 
which a constructive community program can be based. 

e. The creation of a community consciousness on matters 
of moral and religious education."l 

All of the Protestant churches cooperate in this enterprise. 

Each c:tenomination has its own educational program in its 

own church. Matters of a cooperative nature are handled by 

the Council and those strictly denominational by each 
2 

church. This plan has already been in operation for some 

time. 

One other plan·that receives a great deal of 

attention during this period is the proposed plan of the 

International Sunday School Association. It is called 

11 The Educational Policy of the International Sunday School 

Association 11 and it includes an ela.bora te system of religious 

schools closely paralleling the system of public schools. 

The Committee on Education for the International Association 

recognizes itself as an interdenominational agency whose 

function it is to promote the development of this system. 

They propose to do ti1is by furnishing information, doing 

research, standardizing and publicizing, supervising the 

schools and promoting training schools, serving as coordi-

nating agency between public and church schools, seeking to 

1. Athearn, Walter S.: "The Citizenship Plan of Community 
Organization in Religious Educa.tion ~ 11 April, 1919, p.l05. 

2. Of. Ibid., p. 106. 
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make the program from the cradle roll through the univer-

sity a unified one, and helping coordinate all cooperating 

agencies. Standards for the work are to be set by the 

Committee on Education. In the matter of teacher training 

the Association recognizes the responsibility of denomina-

tional classes to their denomination. It proposes to 

circulate informa.tion regE;rding SUCh classes ana. to recog-

nize them jointly with the denominations if they meet 

their standards. At the same time the International Sunday 

School Association will promote, supervise, and issue credit 
1 

for classes of its own. The schools to be promoted and 

recognized by this organization are: community tre.ining 

schools for religious leaders, schools of principles and 

methode, special schools for association leaders, and 

daily vacation Bible schools and weekday religious schools. 

This plan is discussed at length by various lead

ers in the field of religious education. They comment 
3 

that it is masterly in general outline, that it 11 frankly 

acknowledges the utter inadequacy of our present ulan of 

weekly lessons~ that it will serve to set a vision before 

the churches and awaken and stimulate some toward real 
4 

work, that it 11 forces Religious Education upon the atten-

1. Of. "The Educational Policy of the International Sunday 
School Association," October, 1918, pp. 623-624. 

2. Of. Ibid., p. 624. 
3. Of. Fiske, G. Walter: 11 The New Educational Policy of the 

International Sundo.y School Association: A Symposium, 11 

November, 1918, p. 671. 
4. Op. cit., Cope, Henry F., p. 670. 

2 
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1 
tion of the whole nation." There are also many questions 

and criticisms of the plan. The general thought seems to 

be that the "International Sunday School Association is to 

be congratulated on its vigorous assumption of a great 

task," but that it presents a goal to be worked toward for 

a long time, that the Association is not in a position to 

take some of the responsibilities it suggests and that it 

seems advisable to confer with denominations about such 

ple.ns, but that further more detailed plans will be awaited 
2 

with interest. 

Along with new or more inclusive ple_.ns being 

offered and discussed, workers are asking for revision of 

the standards now in vogue. In an open forum on religious 

education the need for revi~ion of standards of subject 

matter &.nd its form is pointed out. The subject matter 

s~ould be more adapted to the pupil and should be in terms 
3 

of life and character. One of the things Professor Horne 

calls attention to about Christian'education is that it 
4 

is gradually being standardized v.ri th a 11 growing standara .• 11 

Another significant note of change being mention-

1. Cf. op. cit., Meyers, A. J. W., p. 669. 
2. Cf. 11 The New Educational Policy of the International 

Sunday School Association: A Symposi urn, 11 li,iske, Meyers, 
et al., November, 1918, pp. 669-670. 

3. Cf. Athearn, WalterS.: 11An Open Forum in Religious 
Education," February, 1918, p. 81. 

4. Cf. Horne, Herman Harrell: "Fourteen Points in Religious 
Education," December, 1919, p. 5. 
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ed is the neec1. for more time. A survey made in Malden, 

Massachusetts reveals that Protestant children have twenty 

four hours of opportunity for religious instruction annual-

ly, Jewish children one hundred and eighty hours, and 
1 

Catholic children four hundred and eighty hours. Only one 

full day a year is open for all their formal instruction in 

religion, this when programs shoulo. be expanding. The fact 

that the increased program demands increased time is well 

shown by E. Morris Fergusson in an article 11 The Inactequacy 
2 

of the Sunday School. 11 He says that the time-fe.ctor has 

been left out of the drive for better work. His thought 

is that 11 if this band of one hour a week cannot soon be 

broken, some of us will choke in the midst of our own pain-
3 

fully elaborated educational devices." 

With increased emphasis on religious education, 

the call is ~oming to the pastor to take his place as 

leader. Previously the pas tor has had lit 'tle to Cl_o with 

the educational program. He has always been the leader of 

the dominant emphasis of church life which has not been 

teaching up to this time. Now in the development of the 

11 teaching stage 11 of the church it is up to him to be 1 eact-
4 

er of the forces of religious education. Not only that, 

. . . . 
1. Of. Athearn: 11 An Open Forum in P..eligious Education, 11 

January, 1918, p. 11. 
2. February, 1919, p. 37. 
3. Ibid. 
4. Of. Ward, :B,rank G.: 11 The Pastor· As Leader of Religious 

Education," n.tiay, 1919, p. 136. 



-13-

the fa.ct that the church school is not a separate organi

ze.tion from the church but 11 the church itself functioning 
1 

in t~e work of religious education" calls upon the pastor 

as leader of the entire church to take his place in rela-

tion to the educational part. 

It is an interesting note that reports of progress 

and changes in religious education are not limited. to this 

country. In the Pilgrim l\liagazine of Heligious Education 

for Iviay 1919 a two page article tells about "Religious 
2 

Education in Japan." From a report reviewing the work of 

1916 comes the ste.tement that 111 Christian ectucation reveals 
3 

a steady and healthy growth in Japan.'~ However the great 

work yet to be done is evidenced by the fact that only one 

child in fifty is connected with Sunday schools. 

Embodying many of the suggested changes, and in 

spirit, the plans, Herman Harrell Horne gives a good 

statement of the relation of education to religion and a 

look forward in religious education in an article, 11 Four-
4 

teen Points in Religious Education. 11 He says that true 

education is an enlargement of personality which must 

take place along seven lines. The last of these seven 

mentioned is spiritual and that is not so much an addition 

. . . . 
1. Littlefield, Milton S.: "Needed- The Pastor's Leader-

ship," June, 1919, p. 171. 
2. Makino, Rev. Toraji: pp.l39Tl40. 
3. Ibid. 
4. December, 1919, p. 5. 
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as the spirit which permeates them all. The educational 

ideal was realized in the historic figure of the Prophet 

of Nazareth, he said, and He is 11 today 1 s Master Teacher in 

morality and religion in both content and method. 11 

Professor Horne emphasizes the need of the study being 

made up of problems pertinent to the age and group and of 

its being challenging to the pupil so that he will b~ 

brought to do much for himself since 11 eo.ucation, 11 he ste.tes, 
1 

11 is an achievement, not a gift; a process, not a product." 

He echoes the statement of the reference cited earlier that 

Christian education is the sure, even though slow solution 

to our social problems. It is as leaven working until the 

whole is leavened as it progresses. Further: 

"Democracy is Christianity in society and Christianity 
is democracy in religion. Vvbat new America needs is 
Christianity that will make safe the extensions of 
democracy in industry e.nd politics. It will come through 
the right kind of education. But, the day being evil, we 
must redeem the time. 11 2 

3. Religious Education and Democracy 

This last note of the relation between Christian 

education and democracy that Horne makes is a prominent 

emphasis just after the war. The general subject of the 

sixteenth annual convention of the Religious Education 

Association for this year is 11A Religious Interpretation 

1. Horne, Herman Harrell: 11 Fourteen Points in Religious 
Education," December, 1919, p. 5. 

2. Ibid. 
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1 
of Democracy. 11 The theme for the sixteenth e,nnual session 

of the Northfield Summer School of Religious Education held 
2 

in 1919, is 11 Religious Education and Reconstruction." At 

the ninth annual meeting of the Sunday School Council of 

Evangelical Denominations ari address given by Norman E .. 
3 

Richardson was "Religious Education and Reconstruction. 11 

He calls attention to the fact that many loyc..lties and 

moral and spiritual reserves have been created and awaken-

ed by the war. The task of reconstruction, he feel~ is 

equivalent to the program of destruction which has just 

taken place if it is properly undertaken. He makes an 

eight-fold analysis of the meaning of the situation at 

this time for religious education. One noint he makes is 

that as a result of the recent war 

11 civilized nations will a.pDreciate the danger of plac
ing so much emphasis upon science in education as to 
crowd aside morals and religion. In a scientific and 
commercial ag:e ec1ucators now know that they dare not 
forget God. 11 ~ · 

Richardson also believes that because of the strong 
. 

community spirit occasioned by the activities of the war 

it will be easier to pool the resources ·of the churches of 

the community for teacher training, and for executing a 

better program of religious education. 

The eighth point in his analysis is that the 

. . . . 
1. June, 1919, p. 165. 
2. ef. 11 Northfi~ld Summer School of Religious Education, 11 

July, 1919, p. 198. 
3. March, 1919, p. 67. 
4. Ibid. 
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"Christian teaching that right makes might has overcome 
1 

the pagan doctrine ·that might makes right." Because of 

this realization, the church, he says, 

11 will now be recognized. as the most important of all 
institutions at work reconstructing the social, politi
cal, economic, and interracial order .... For it is 
the Christian churches to which the world must look to 
make the consciences of the coming generation more.lly 
sensitive and reenforced by the sacred sanctions of 
religion. Ours is an ethical faith. The only safe 
foundation of democracy is universal intelligence anq. 
morality. As the religion best qualified to create, 
purify, and vitalize moral ideals Christianity hence
forth must function as an essential factor in the ed
ucational system of every enduring democra.cy. u2 

4. Organizations and Publications Relative to Religious 
Education 

Various organizations are active in the field of 

religious education at this time to promote and direct. 

They have been mentioned in different connections previ-

ously. The Religlous Education Association which was 
. 3 

organized in 1903, is one. Others are the International 

Sunday School Association and The Sunday School Council 

of Evangelical Denominations. TY1ese two are somewhat 
4 

overlapping in their a.cti vi ties and cturing 1919 commissions 

from each group met in joint session to work out a plan 

. . . . . . 
1. Richardson, Nor:mEm E.: 11Relig·ious Education and Re

cqnstruction,11 March, 1919, p. 71. 
2. Ibid. 
3. Of. "The Genere.l Policies of the Religious Education 

Association, 11 July, 1919, p. 198. 
4. Of. Editorial: 11 The Sunday School Counci1, 11 March, 1919, 

p. 69. 
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1 
for combination. Thls was ctone and the proposals present-

2 
ed to the executive committees. Carrying out of those 

plans is expected greatly to ad.vance the Sunday school 
3 

work. 

Two boolcs published during this period_ receive 

particular attention. 

E ~ t· 4 b G auca ~on, y. eorge 
5 

American Democracy, 

5. Summary 

They are A Social Theory of Reli;;;ious 

A. Coe, and Religious Education and 

by Walter S. Athearn. 

That a wid.espread need for religious education is 

felt by many groups is clear. It is also certain that 

leaders in the field are thinking and planning for a much 

extended, more effective program. They feel as did other 

leaders that religious education should be - must be -

the basis for reconstruction. Organizations and writers 

are attempting to call its importance to the attention of 

the public and pe.rticularly all workers in the field of 

religious education. 

C. Religious Education in the Local Church 
' 

WDile much thought and planning are being done in 

. . . . . . 
1. Of. "A New Era in Cooperation," Juhe, 1919, pp. 167-168. 
2. Of. Seutember, 1919, p. 260. 
3. Of. Chalmers, William-E.: "A New Day in Sunday School 

Cooperation, 11 November, 1919, p. 17. 
4. Of. Winchester, B. S.: "A Notable Book on Religious 

Education, 11 March, 1918, pp. 153-154. 
5. Of. Winchester, B. S.: "A Valuable New Book, 11 April, 

1918, pp. 213-214. 



-18-

the general field of religious education, the local church 

continues its work. Day after day some kind of a religious 

education program is going on. Sometimes it is an organiz-

ed program, other times a very haphazard one. This section 

will report what is written about religious education in 

the local church. 

1. The Church School 

The church school is the agency through which 

most of the recognized training in religious education is 

done. It has special problems and needs which are disclos-
1 

ed in writings about the work of the Sunday school. Some 

of them are included here. 

a. Administration. That religious education, 

~· in its highest and fullest sense,is the solution to the 

great social and economic problems of the day is expressed 

over and over. One church school superintendent, comment-

ing on tha~ growing conception, said, "how vastly it in-

creases our sense of responsibility, and what is more to 
2 

the point, our consciousness of opportunity." 

(1) The superintendent. In view of such great importance 

this leader suggests some ways in which the s~perintendent 

can personally equip himself for his resoonsibility. One 

1. The terms "church school" and 113unday school 11 are used 
synonomously in the sources and will be so considered 
here. 

2. White, Alfred: 11 The Modern Superintendent," September, 
1919, p. 266. 
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of the most important and 11 delicate 11 qualifications is to 

be able to direct others wisely. The superintendent should 

do just what his ti.tle implies, superintend. There is 

vast opportunity for that office in relation to the young 

people being graduated every year from Sunday schools. The 

ability to use people is a counterpart of being able to 

direct them wisely. This storehouse of talent in young 

people out of Sunday school needs to be used. Further, the 

superintendent is most efficient when he can so delegate 

responsibility and work that the school is not dependent 
1 

on one person, no matter who it is. 

Not only must there be good organization, but the 

best superintendent will keep in touch with details. He 

should know the work going on in each department and what 

. accomplishment the work is directed toward. He will not 

necessarily be an expert in each department but he should 

keep informed on up to date findings in the field and be 
2 

willing to accept new ideas. Another writer says, 

'~rove all things, in the sense of giving due consideration 
3 

to riew ideals and new plans." He feels that following 

that motto would avoid continuing in a udead level of me-

dicere achievement. 11 11 Keep this fresh, vigorous outlook 

1. Cf. White, Alfr.ed: 11 The Modern Superintendent, 11 

September, 1919, p. 266. 
2. Cf. Ibid., pp. 266-267. 
3. 11 0pen Lette~-to a Superintendent," June, 1919, p. 164. 
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1 
on life, 11 he challenges. Needless to say this requires 

more time and thought than is nossible on a hurried 

Sunday morning. 

(2) The service. What are some of the res·oonsibili ties 

of the administrative officer of the Sunday school that 

are so important to the effectiveness of the service? 

Milton S. Littlefield writes for Pilgrim Magazine of 

Religious Education in 1918-1919, a page called "Church 

School Administration." One of the things he considered 

important was the· worship period. He says: 

11 The great purposes of worship are to express the soul's 
relationship to God, to develop the right attitudes 
toward God, to enrich the religious ideas by associating 
them with religious feelings, to reinforce the individual 
will by a common expression of reverence and commitment. 11 2 

The means that are used to those ends are music, prayer, 

Scripture, offering and some message related to these other 

means but not really part of the worship. Music, prayer, 

etc., should be such that the child can really express 
3 

himself through them. The worship program needs careful 

planning. Littlefield characterizes a good worship period 

thus: 

11 The program of service of worship should be carefully 
planned that it may be fitting, worthy, and properly 
timed. The worship period should not be longer than 

. . . . . .. 
1. 11 0pen Letter to a Sunerintendent, 11 June, 1919, p. 164. 
2. Littlefield, Milton :S.: 11 The Worship Period, 11 May, 1919, 

p. 138 .. 
3. Of. Ibid. 
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from ten to fifteen minutes. It should be marked by 
variety without confusion, by brightness without triv
iality, by seriousness without sentimentality, and 
should convey the imnression of dignity and gladness 
and orderly beauty. 11 1 

The offering is part of the worship service; any-

way it should be. Usually in the primary department and 

in the church the offering is dedicated with -ora"yer or song 

of praise. Many times in the rest of the church school 

there is a collection rather than an offering. For an 

offering to have a real part in the worship and in the 

lives of the persons particiuating it is desirable that 

they should be trained to give reverently, to give with 

intelligence, and to give personally. In order to accomplish 

these aims they must know for vJhat the offering is to be 
2 

used. In method of giving Littlefield cites Paul 1 s advice 

to the Corinthian church.(I Cor. 16:2) 11 Systematically, 
3 

personally,- proportionally are his .rules." The offerings 

of the church school shoulo_ be correlated with church support. 

Ideally the church and church school budget should be one. 

A good example of that is found in a church where the church 

school was placed on the church 1 s budget. An effort wEts 

made to get every member of the church school to contribute 

to the church. Contributions were taken jointly by school 
\ 

and church. This parish reported that the plan worked well 

1. Littlefield, op. cit. 
2. Of. Littlefield: 11 Church School Admin is ti'a tion: The 

Problem of the Offerinc1:s, 11 October, 1918, po. 627-628. 
3. Ibid., p. 628. 
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and that no cUfficul ty wc=ts encountered financing the 

chur·ch school through the church. They felt tha.t the pla.n 
1 

had real educative value. 

Class organization is sometimes e. ·oroblem. Vlhen 

to organize is usually the question. The desire to belong 

to a group, to do things together is instinctive in human 

nature. It is uo to the leader to see that this desire is 

used to good advantage. From the ages of ten or eleven up 

the classes should be organized not for the purpose of 11 do-

ing something" so much as for the sake of 11 being something." 

The beginning of self-government and of group resnonsibility 
2 

contribute much to growing lives. 

Proper class divisions are essential for success-

ful class organiza.tion and instruction. In 1917 the Sunday 

School Council adopted new grou~oings for the years 12-24. 

The new age groups are: 

"Intermediate - Ages 12, l3, 14 
Senior - Ages 15, 16, 17 
Young People - Ages 18-24 113 

These groupings are understood to be flexible. 

The problem of order is the responsibility of the 

executive head of the school or department. 11Disorder is 

. . . . 
1. Of. Hunting, Harold B.: 11 How a Church School Ivlade Its 

Offerings Ec1ucational, 11 Februa.ry, 1919, p. 39. 
2. Of. Littlefield: "Church School Administration: Class 

Orga.nization, 11 I'.1arch, 1919, p. 73. 
3. 11 Ne-vv Groupings, 11 October, 1918, p. 622. 
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1 
activity out of place." It is usually caused by lack of 

thought on the part of the leaders, failure to set a good 

example, programs that are too long or too monotonous or 

interruptions of some kind. Disorder defeats the very 

purpose for which the school exists. 

11 The greet task of the leaders of the school is so to 
guide and_ exemplify the life and work of the school as 
to create en atmosphere of dignity ano. thor·oughnees Emd 
loyalty, an atmosphere of reverence with wholesome 
brightness, of lawfulness with abounding activity, of 
seriousness in every task with a deep sense of joy in 
workinc'". u2 

:::0 

Another matter of e.dministre,tion is the ques,tion 

of records. Agnes Noyes Wiltberger feels that they are 

very im;)ortan t. She suggests a. card form which mlght be 

kept over a period of ten years giving a complete record. 

Space for such data. as birthday, date of entering, time of 

joining the church, parent~ name and address, reasons for 

absences, also materi8.l studied is orovidecL This record 

would be of value in many ways such as ordering material 
3 

or helpin~ a new teacher. 

(3) Teacher's meetings. Teacher's meetings are a vital 

part of the aclministr·aticn of the church school if well 

conducted. As the winter's work draws to a close it is 

well to spend some time in such a meeting to evaluate the 

yea.r 1 s work. Questions that would. hel'!) in such eva.lua.tion 

1. Littlefield: 11 Church School ACJ.ministration: The Problem 
of Order, 11 December, 1918, p. 723. 

2. Ibid. 
3. Cf. Wil tberger: 11 A Ca.rd-Index Church-School Record., 11 

February, 1919, un. 91-92. 
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would relate to the relation of the school to the whole 

church, the statistics revealed by the secretary's report, 

the suitability of materials and activities used, relation 

to the homes, adequacy of equipment, and relation of work 
1 

done to the pupi~s everyday life. As a result of one 

particularly successful teacher's meeting constructive plans 

were made for providing space in the church yet:U'-bool\. for 

information about the church school, unused materials being 

placed where they would be used, a study of great hymns in 

Sunday school correlated with their use in church worship, 

visitation Sunday, a biblical museum, and preparation of a 
2 

geogra.phy room. 

(4) The summer program. The summer program need.s special 

planning. In some instances materials are prepare~ with a 
3 

special theme for each month. In other cases special themes 

for each Sunday are chosen and great variety in presentation 

may be employed. The latter ulcm was usect in a union church 

school experiment one summer during July and August. This 

experiment resulted in the decision by that group that it 

is not wise to continue the school's winter program on 

through VE1.cation months and that it is good to have some 
4 

form of community service. 

1. Cf. "Survey of the Year's Work, 11 June, 1918, p. 360. 
2. Cf. 11 F.esul ts of One Teacher 1 s Meeting, 11 By ct City Super

intenctent, March, 1919, p. 74. 
3. Of. "Important- Your Summer W6rk, 11 June, 1918, p. 341. 
4. Cf. Morrill, Grace: "A Summer Experiment, 11 June, 1919, 

p. 168. 
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Altogether the administrative work of an effective 

Sunday school requires leaders of ability and desire to 

improve. Each phase of the work needs careful planning. 

That the teachers and officers work together is important 

and when they do, real progress can be made. 

b. Leadership 

"'There is no girl problem, no boy problem in the 
Sunday school today,' says the International Secretary 
of Young People •·s Work. 1 It is a problem of leadership. 
Youth is ready to be led- anywhere.' ul 

Margaret Slattery in an article on 11 The Making of Leaders 11 

quotes the above statement in a. plea for the church to take 

action. That leaders can be made is witnessed on every hand 

by the fine officers that America has devel~ped and created. 

That the church can do it too, she firmly believes, but it 

must be done to meet the crisis of the present and immediate 
2 

future, she says. 

(1) Types of training available. That same fall, 1918, 
3 

a simultaneous teacher training drive is launched. 

Frank M. Sheldon writing the next year as General Secretary 

of the Congregational Educs.tion Society, says that enroll-

ment in teacher training classes increased four fold the 

year before and that correspondence courses are helping to 

1. Slattery, Margaret: 11 The Making of Leaders," November, 
1918, p. 674. 

2. Of. Ibid., pp. 674-675. 
3. Of. 11 Simultaneous Teacher-Training Dr·ive, 11 September, 

1918, p. 556. Also July and August, 1918. 
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1 
solve the teacher training problem in rural schools. 

The fourth annual Twin-State School of Religious 

Education for directors, pastors, teachers, superinten-

dents, prospective teachers and othem is held in August, 

1918. It is under the joint control of Sunday School 

Associations of New Hampshire and Vermont. New features 

this year are courses in biblical geography and story-
2 

telling. 

A rather unusual kind of training class is held 

in a community where the young men's class was broken up 

by the war and a young women's class disorganized by lack 

of imagination in teaching. The superintendent wrote a 

personal invitation to each member of this group to come 

and meet the new teacher and discuss formation of a new 

class. Interest is aroused by the suggestion of studying 

boy and girl life so that the young people may be better 

leaders. Requirements of regular attendance and one hour's 

study each week are set up. They observe boys and girls 

from nine to thirteen years 9f age and discuss problems 

that they find such as the place of competition in activ-

ities, reading material, training of the will. Incidental

ly they apply their findings to their own lives as well as 
3 

to those of younger people. 

1. Cf. 11 The Field Work Department," November, 1919, p. 27. 
2. Cf. "The Twin-State School of Religious Education," 

August, 1918, p. 493. 
3. Cf. Beard, Frederica: "A New Kino. of Training Class 1 11 

May, 1919, p. 137. 
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(2) Methods. 

11 To the student of eclucation there is something 
very suggestive in the surprise of the untrained teacher 
as he discovers that when he thoroughly 1mows a subject 
there can be any difficulty in teaching it to another. 
He tells it to them, and they do not know it 1 If his 
pupils are young, they do not understand what he is driv
ing at; if they are older, they get his idea, but they 
do not believe it. Strangest of all, the more he talks 
about it, the more confused the situation becomes. 11 1 

Here the importance of method is clearly seen. Sometimes 

it has been overemphasized, but it is important. Jesus, 

the Master Teacher, was Master of method in His teaching. 

"The perfection of his methods and his skill in the use of 
2 

them are the wonder of' all who seriously study his work. 11 

Through study of development of methods and the 

apulication of them ed.ucators have come to know that no one 

method can be used for all teaching. At least five types 

of method are recognized and the teacher of religious 
3 

education needs to know and use them. Edward Porter St. 

John, Professor in the Department of Religious Education, 

Boston University, wrote a series of ten articles on the 

subject of' "Learning and Teaching" beginning in January 

1918. He calls attention to five varieties of method being 

used, some much better developed than others. They are 

1. St. John, Edward Porter: "Learning and Teaching: The 
Importance of Method in Teaching,ij January, 1918, p.7. 
All articles in this series have the same general head
ing,. and only the sub-title will be given hereafter. 

2. Ibid. 
3. Of'. Ibid., pp. 7-9. 
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muscular habit method, memory-association method, appre-

ciation method, inductive-deductive method, and the social 

project method. Each of these types are means to a defi-
1 

nite end, and to be most valuable must be used together. 

The muscular habit method is little used in reli-

gious education, but one need for it is found in learning 

to turn to any particular pass~ge in the Bible easily, 
2 

accurately, ancl quickly. This 'may be accomnlished by. 11 a 
3 

little well-planned training of the muscular-habit type. 11 

The second·method is also involved in this process. 

The appreciation method of learning should be 

much used by the teacher of religious education. For ex-

ample in the use of hynns that are poetry t:md music combin-

ed, it is the task of the teacher to help the pupil to 

respond in the fullest measure possible to the emotion 
4 

expressed by the poetry or the music. It is said that 

11 the whole of the service of worshi6 (not the lesson 
or the ser~on which seeks to give i~struction) is an 
effort to lee .. d the worshiners into a desired atti tud.e 
of emotion toward -Go~ and-- to·ward his will for- men, and 
that this genera.l me"Ghod will throw much li:;ht on we.ys 
of successfully accomnlishing it. 11 5 

1. Of. St. John: "Suiting the Means to the End," Februs.ry, 
1918, pp. 69-71. 

2. Of. St. John: 11 The Problem of Method in Religious 
Ectuce.tion, 11 March, 1918, pp. 150-153. 

3. Ibid. 
4. Of. St. John: 11 The Place of the Apnreciation Method in 

Religious Education," April, 1918, pn. 208-210. 
5. Ibid., p. 210. 
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Most Sunday sch,eol teachers who have a definite 

plan for teachi the lessons use inductive-deductive 

method, the writer says. This consists of presenting a 

truth to be taught as by telling a story from Bible. 

Then by illustration or recal previous study call 

attention to the likenesses of truth to some in the 

pupils life or f&mil study. By comparison of these 

draw out ~he central truth and then show how it should be 
1 

acted on in the pupirs own life. When used a.s a means to 

a finite end this method been at help. 

The newest method is project method. The 

writer illustretes this a proJect a bo;:J's s carried. 
2 

ou~c in relation to " Ct. poor district of ir tovvn. The 

various avenues of lea this project led to are very 

irn ssive. ~his method is said to be esoecially suit 

to moral ana_ reli ous educa:tion cause :nuch of morality 
3 

and on are included in social r tions. This 
' 

method, it is expected, will soon be used more in church 

school materie..ls and can be utilized now by teachers with 

vision. 

(3) The need for a plan. The writer then devotes four 

articles to illustrating how to use these methods in a 

-
1. Of. St. John: 11 How the Lessons of Life Are Learned.," 

May, 1918, p. 282. 
2. Cf. St. John: 11 The Project Method and Its Values in 

Religious Education," June, 1918, u~. 352~354. 
3. Of. Ibid., p~ 354. 
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1 
general teaching plan. Knowing all the methods there 

must still be a plan to make them most effective. Neces-

sity for a plan is illustrated by two boys who were playing. 

One of them when asl\.ea_ what he wa.s making said, 11 1 Oh, I 

don't know, ... It might be a house or it might be a fort 

or it might be a boa.t. One nip_:ht I made a boat. I'll tell 

you when I get it done. 1 11 The older one s.nswered., when 

questioned, 11 1 I am making a map of the United States. \Vnen 

it is finished if you fit the pieces right, there will be 

a row of soldiers and sailors all around the edge. 1 11 Soon 

the small boy sa.id, 111 See, ... I guess it is kind of a boat 

and this is the water all around. Huh ~ It all tumblect 
2 

down. 1 11 It had, and so does the work of a teacher who 

has no plan for her teaching. 

Questions that a teacher may ask herself about a 

lesson to helu in lesson ulanning are: 

111.Vhy should I teach this lesson to tl1is class? How can 
I teach it to this class? By what 'neans can I best make 
plain to them this- truth so that it will mean the build
ing of their chara.cters? How best can I i;npress the facts 
upbn their memories that the effects may be lasting? · 
How best may I provide opPortunity to work out in action 
what I teach that they may develop into those who both 
know and do? 11 3 

l. Cf. St. John: 11A General Method of Teaching: The First 
Step in the Process," July, 1918, p-p. 422-425; 11 The 
Second Step in the Process," August, 1918, 1JP· 496-4j:l8; 
11 The Third Step in the Process," September, 1918, pp. 
559-561; "The Final Step," October,-1918, pu. 628-630. 

2. Slattery, Margaret: "Some Pertinent Questions on Lesson 
Planning, 11 JIJiay, 1919, p. 134. 

3. Ibid., p. 135. 
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(4) The teacher. In spite of the existence of these 

various methods there are many teachers in the teaching 

forces of schools who do not teach; they do not teach be-

cause they do not "cause another to know," nor do they 
1 

11 awaken desire to know." To fulfill the teaching mission 

many things are necessary besides a knowledge of subject 

matter or even a knowledge of method. Cope says: 

11 It is the teacher himself who teaches ...• No mat tel"' 
how emphatically we may stress the necessary intellec
tual elements in the teacher's equipment, we are all 
ready to recognize that the great element in teaching 
power is that~of personality7 11 2 

And again: 

"Professor C. E. Rugh sums up a most succinct argument 
on the nature of th~ teacherls work by s~ying, •improve
ment in teaching is achieved by the improvement of the 
personality of the teacher.' n3 · 

Because of its great importance the teacher should never 

neglect her own development. 

Perhaps the first essential contribution to the 

personality of the teacher is her own spiritual development. 

In order to interpret Christ to a group the teacher must 

know Him personally; must study diligently, systematically 

His life and teachings; and must express His life in her 
4 

daily living. As an outgrowth of her own spiritual life 

. . . . 
1. Cf. Slattery: "Teachers ',V"no Teach," January, 1919, p.l. 
2. Cope, Henry F.: 11 The Power of the Teacher," August, 1919, 

p. 231. 
3. Ibid. 
4. Cf. Editorial: 11 Inter·oreting Christ- The Teacher's 

Function," February, i918, ~p. 67-68. 
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the teacher must have faith. Faith first of all that her 
1 

own life may grow is necessa.ry. Margaret Slattery says 

that if she were "asked to name the most important of the 

fundamental principles, the major plank in the teacher's 
2 

platform," she should "answer in one word- Faith." That 

means a vital faith, faith in God and faith in man. 

Arnold of Rugby who had such great influence over the boys 

of England we.s che.racterized by a "saving faith. 11 His 

perfect confidence in his boys was a secret of his power. 

Then a teacher must have sympathy. Cope says 
4 

that "sympathy is largely a matter of the imagination." 

That imagination is a very important characteristic of a 

real teacher is often stressed. Lacking imagination, a 

3 

teacher cannot see herself as her pupils see her, nor sense 

the way they feel. She cannot punish wisely, nor interest 
5 

and inspire so. little punishment is necessary. "Youth 

admires and respects strength and justice when fired by 

imagination even if that strength and justice does clash_ 
6 

with its desires." 

How then may imagination be acquired? That 

1. Cf. Cope, op. cit., p. 231. 
2. Slattery: 11 Planks in the Teacher's Platform," March, 

1919, p. 70. 
3. Cf. Richards, Thomas C.: "How to Win the Boy," September, 

1918, p. 563. 
4. "The Teacher's Spirit," September, 1919, p. 263. 
5. Cf. Sle.ttery: "The Teacher's Highway," November, 1919, 

p. 10. 
6. Ibid. 
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question is not easily answered, but those who had it seem-

ed to know some fundamental principles and keep patiently, 

doggedly, with passionate determination to succeed at them. 

"Every soul who ever brought help to the world first saw, 
1 

then made a venture, then persisted to the end. 11 

11 If one means re<:tlly, for the sake of the new world now 
in the heat of the making, to develop imagination,to 
walk the Highway, ..• I believe that he cannot walk it 
successfully alone. But if he will pay the price, One 
will walk as truly with him along the road of this mod
ern day as He cUd along the road to Emmaus and will as 
truly fire his imagination as He fired theirs who went 
from Him to their task of bringing new life to men. 11 2 

c. Related Activities. Iviany activities contribute 

to the purpose of the church school in making and training 

Christians.They are quite varied in character. 

(1) Special programs and activities. Two activities in 
3 

use which contribute to this goal are pastor's classes 
4 

and decision days. Others include suggested activities 

for use with Bible study. For instance, the use of Bibles 

in other languages if any of the pupils know others or if 
5 

they are studying t11em in school; equiping of a geography 

room and including physical and historical geography in 

1. Slattery, op. cit., p. 45. 
2. Ibid. 
3. Cf. McKinley, Charles E.: 11 The Pastor's Class," 

February, 1918, p. 90. 
4. Cf. Peabody, Harry E. : "Decision Day, 11 April, 1919, 

p. 106. 
5. Cf. "The Bible in Other Tongues, 11 January, 1918, p. 1.6. 
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1 
their study; dramatizing stories, as a dramatization of 

2 
Ruth. For the life of Christ, suggestions are the use of 

3 
Mr. Bailey's book, Art Stuo.ies in the Life of Christ, 

or of. a motion picture 11 The Life of Christ 11 with appropriEtte 
4 

Scripture and music. 
5 

Plans for recreation in the community, the Boy 
6 7 

Sdout Movement, and summer conferences are cited as of 

value as church related activities. 

For special occasions such as Easter and Children's 

Day, pageants and other services are worked out. More 

Christmas progra.ms are planned than for any othe'r season. 

Emphasis is on helping the child to learn the true meaning 

of Christmas, on giving rather than receiving. 

(2) Week-day church school. Week-day church school does 

not have a prominent place in religious education. 

Frederica Beard published some ple.ns in three consecutive 

issues of the magazine which are planned for two hour 

sessions with intermediates using the International Graded 

1. Cf. Littlefield: "Geography Work in Bible Study, 11 

January, 1918, pp. 21-24. 
2. Cf. 11 The Story of Ruth Dramatized, 11 April, 1918, p. 215. 
3. Cf. Holmes, Henry W.: 11Art Studies in the Life of Christ," 

July, 1918, pp. 420-421. 
4. Cf. Edland, M. Elisabeth: 11 The Life of Christ in Motion 

Pictures, 11 December, 1919,.pp. 18-19. 
5. Cf. 11Gommunity Cooperation for Moral Welfare," September, 

1919, p. 267. 
6. Cf. Richardson, Norman E.: 11 The Boy Scouts of America," 

November, 1919, pp. 6-8, 43. 
7. Cf. "Summer Conferences, 11 June, 1919, p. 343. 
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1 
Series. Notice is also made of the Protestcmt Teacher's 

Association of New York which was organizeCl. to help meet 

the need for more training in religious education. They 

·worked to establish classes after school for religious 

instruction. In the winter of 1918 five eenters operated 
2 

from October until June. 

( 3) lVIissionary education. "The missionary spirit means 

a disposition to give unrewarded service to the less 
3 

favored. 11 
• The ignorance of this spirit and of the history 

4 
of missions is deplored by leaders in religious education. 

Spurred on by activities of the war, leaders in mission 

work are making plans for better inclusion of missionary 

education in ~he work of the church. A department called 

the 11 IviissionEtry Education Department 11 occupied a page in 
5 

the publication studied beginning in October 1918. Mission-

ary plans for the church school are worked out for various 
6 

a.ge groups. Church schools are urged to conduct classes 
7 

in missions. Materials for the various e.ge groups are 

prepared. Missions are best an integral part of the Sun-

1. Cf. 11A Week-De.y Church School, 11 March, 1919, p. 72. 
2. Cf. "Protestant Teacher's Association of New York," 

April, 1919, p. 102. 
3. Fisher, Miles: 11 What Is the Missionary Spirit, 11 December, 

1918, p. 721. 
4. Cf. Slattery: 11 The F'ield Is the World," December, 1919. 
5. Fisher: p. 625. 
6. Of. 11 ~:Iissionary Plans for Church Schools, 11 September, 

1918, pp. 558-559. 
7. Cf. "Training in Frieno.liness, 11 Februe.ry, 1919, p. 40. 
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day school work and plans made take this into consideration. 

d. A Look Forward. As the church school takes a 
l look ahead early in 1919 many problems face it. Leaders 

have been taken e,way; labor, fuel, transportation are short. 
1 

However the che.llenge is, 11 Not Less But Jl:Iore. 11 Church 

school leaders are urged to set a definite goal and then 

plan a program of work. Particularly in four phases they 

are Ul''ged to keep standaro.s high. They are thoroughness 

of community extension, appropriateness of lesson material, 
2 

supervision, and training classes. The young people's 

work, too, especially needs help. Young people need to 

be challenged by Christian service. 11 As one Wellesly 

college senior said, 'Give us a clarion instead of a flute 

call. Make us feel that the taslc cannot be done unless we 
3 

CiO it. I H 

2. Social Service 

In October, 1918 a Social Service Department 

was begun. Its purpose is 

11 to bring before teachers and leaders in the churches 
the problems that face the community. In the last few 
years there has been a very marked change in the atti-

. . . . . . 
1. Of. Edi toria.l: "The Motto of the Church School for 1919, 11 

January, 1919, pp. 3-4. 
2. Of. Fisher: 11An Idea With a Destiny," September, 1919, 

pp, 264-265. 
3. Editorial: "Conserve the Young People's Work, 11 October, 

1918, p. 621. 

' 
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tude of churches and church members regarding the purpose 
and function of the church in its communi t'y. A social 
conscience is being developed in the church. Religion 
to be ~orth while must function in the every-day life of 
men and women. The only hope for the world is a r~-
cons true ted. social order. nl 

This emphasis is reflected. in many ways. "The Implications 

of Democracy" is the topic under the Social Service Depart-
2 

·ment heading in February 1919, and it calls attention to 

the necessity for justice and a real democracy in regard 

to the negro population of the country. 

A number of items related to the campaign for 

prohibition. Results of prohibition, effective in some 
3 

states, are graphically described. The Federal Council 

of Churches of Christ in Americ·a organized a campaign to 

present the social and moral loss occasioned by liquor 
4 

traffj_c. 

One main interest of a social nature is the in-

terest in and help sent to relieve Armenian suffering. At 

Christmas time special drives in the Sunday schools raised 
5 

money for that country. Articles describing conditions 
6 

there are published. A Sunday school commission from 

different denominations was sent to the Near Ee.st to super.:.. 

• • • 0 

1. Atkinson, Henry A.: 11 The Social Service Department," 
October, 1918, p. 626. 

2. Of. Atkinson: p. 41. 
3. Of. "Prohibition in Michiga.n," August, 1919, p. 233. 
4. Of. 11 Strengthen America," May, 1918, pp. 289-290. 
5. Of. "A Million-Dollar Gift," October, 1918, p. 619. 
6. Of. 11 The Least of These, 11 November, 1918, p. 666. 



-38-

vise or help as well as get first hand information about 
1 

conditions. Altogether the idea of the community rather 

than the individual is stressed more and more. 

3. Special Relatiori to Men in Service 

Churches and church schools engage in many activi-

ties especially for the men in service. Often churches 
2 

give each boy leaving a Testament or Bible. Others write 

letters each week to men away, keep a map with tacks show-
3 

ing the position of each man, have an honor roll, make 

men awe.y associate members of the cle.ss, hold. comradeship 

meetings with prayer for each one, remember them on birth-
4 

days, Christmas. Churches near a camp keep the church 

open daily, often with some kind of social room; provide 

affiliate membership for the boys; make special provision 

for them in church school and Christian Endeavor; help 

care for sick when outside the ce.mp, provide program and 
5 

speakers for certain nights at camp; entertain in homes; 
6 

open service clubs in needed districts; help national and 
7 

international war agencies. 

. . . . . . 
1. Of. "Sunday School Commissicn to Near East, 11 June, 1919, 

p. 167. 
2. Of. 11 Before the Boys Leave," May, 1918, p. 288. 
3. Of. 11A Suno.ay School War Council, 11 January, 1918, pp. 6-7. 
4. Of. Pearce, W. C.: 11 Soldiers or Slackers?" January, 1918, 

pp. 13-15. 
5. Of. "What the Men Are Doing, 11 J enuary, 1918, p1J. 15-16. 
6. Of. Sperry, Willard S.: "The Scollay Square Service Club," 

May, 1918, pp. 273-275. 
7. Of. Stockd.Etle, Allan A.: "What the Church School Can Do 

For Our Soldiers and Sailors, 11 May, 1918, u. 285. 
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The returning soldier is perhaps even a greater 

challenge to the church. Churches are urged to make 

provision for really worthwhile service for the men re-

turning. They have come to demand reality in religion. 
1 

The church must heed that demand. The returning soldiers 

should be brought into the life of the church by vital 

contacts e.nd e.cti vi ties. A minister who had several return-

ed service men as his guests at dinner found that to them 
2 

"religion is doing the kind thing." The big problem is 

to correlate worship and service. By seeking to place 

them in positions of leadership where leaders are so much 

needed, a chance is also provided for them to express them-

selves and not to be told by some authority. The reality, 

the courage that the soldier demands is indeed a challenge 

to the church. 

D. The Home 

"However efficient are our schools they cannot 

do the whole or the most important part of the moral and 
3 

religious education of the children." The home is the 

place where the most im})Ortan t training takes place. The 

family must serve as a center of Christian living and 

1. Cf. Merrick, Frank W.: 11 The New Mobilization," November, 
1919, p. 25. 

2. Owen, George W.: 11 The Service Man in Service," November, 
1919, p. 25. 

3. 11Report of Congregational Commission on Moral and 
Religious Education," December, 1919, p. 32. 
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worship as a basis of the child 1 s understanding of the 
1 

relationship of God as Father and all men as brothers. 

With the change of industry from the home to the 

factory and office, the massing of population in cities, 

the commercialization of life, the changing status of 

women also has come cha.nge in character of parental author-
2 

ity. Some feel that the family as a social institution 

has outlived its usefulness, others say not. Dr. Weigle 

says that the home 11must become more genuinely democratic 
3 

and more whole-heartedly Christian." 

Need for tra.ining of parents is shown by exa.mples 

of parent-child relationships. However parent training to 

many is an unheard of thing. A course of study for parents 

is amazing. On the other hand, through Mother's Clubs, 

Congress of Mothers, and Parent Teacher Associations many 
4 

are being reached. 

One help available to parents and teachers as 

well is a series of articles written by Professor Luther A. 

Weigle. They largely relate to child psychology. His 
5 

topics include: 11 The Child As a Discoverer," "A Bundle 

1. Cf. Weigle, Luther A.: 11 The Christian Family," November, 
1919, pp. 21-23. 

2. Cf. Weigle: 11 The Modern Home and Its Perplexities," 
mecember, 1919, pp. 16-17, 47-48. 

3. Weigle: 11 The Christian Family, 11 November, 1919, pp. 21-23. 
4. Cf. Alston, Grace I: 11 The Need of Parent Training, 11 

November, 1919, pp. 24, 47. 
5. January, 1918, pp. 5-6. 
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1 
of Instincts, 11 11 Children 1 s Lies," 

2 3 
"A Boy's Loyalty," 

4 
11 The Age of Hero Worship," 11 When a Boy Wants to Go to 

5 
Work, 11 

6 7 
11 Bres.l~ing Ole. Ties' II 11 W'nen Doubts Come, II "The 

8 
Forming of Habits," 11 The 

9 
Development of the Will," 11 The 

10 
Roots of Law, 11 and "How Religion Grows. 11 

11 
These articles 

are fuller treatments of subjects touchec1 v.pon in his book 

The Pupil in the Pilgrim Training Course for Teachers. 

They are practi~al topics for both teacher and parent. 

Another series of articles is worthy of note in 

this connection. The American girl was investigated by 

Margaret Slattery. 11 The America.n Girl and Her Communi ty 11 

was the subject, so the renorts are beneficial to home, 

school, and church. 
12 

11 The Girl at Home, 11 11 The School-
15 13 

girl 11 
'-' ' 

14 
11 The Business Girl, 11 11 The City Girl, 11 are her 

topics. She describes their lives, their interests and 

makes suggestions about how they may be helped. 

In these various ways the family and its individ-

ual members are brought to the attention of religious 

. . 
1. February, 1918, pp. 71-72. 
3. April, 1918, pp. 206-207. 
5. June, 1918, pp. 350-352. 
7. August, 1918, pp. 494-496. 

2. March, 1918, pp. 148-150. 
4. May, 1918, pp. 278-279. 
6. July, 1918, pp. 425-426. 

8. September, 1918, pp. 561-562. 
9. October, 1918, pp. 630-631. 
10. November, 1918, pp. 676-677. 
11. December, 1918, pp. 719-720. 
12. Slattery: June, 1918, pp. 361-365. 
13. Slattery: April, 1918, pp. 211-213. 
14. Slattery: Iv1arch, 1918, pp. 156-159. 
15. Slattery! February, 1918, pp. 75-77. 
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educators and church school workers. 

E. The Message of Religious Education 

A chaplain recently come from the front was asked 

what message he thought should be stressed in tee.ching young 

people. His reply calls attention to three points. God's 

need of man is primary. Soldiers are finding in that fact 

a purpose beyond themselves, he said, a purpose worth giving 

their lives for. The war should also point young minds to 
' 

the sacrifices being made for them and to the Supreme 

Sacrifice that has been ma.o.e. In this message the coming 
1 

of the Kingdom in greater power is to be expected. 

The demand of the soldier is and will be for 

reality in religion it is felt. To the man at the front 
2 

sin, prayer and God are very real. They expect reality 
3 

and spiritual courage from the people at home. 

sage of Christ including God as Father and men as brothers 

must become more real. Christ must be reflected more 

clearly from the church, in order to relate the highest 

ideals of men to Him, for He has the power to transform 
4 

life. 

. . . . . . 
1. Cf. Editorial: uThe Teacher's Message in This World 

Crisis," April, 1918, pp. 203-205. 
2. Cf. Atkinson: 11 Education for Service in This Time of 

War," June, 1918, pp. 346-348. 
3. Cf. Editorial: uSpiri tus.l Courage 7 

11 May, 1919 7 p. 133. 
4. Of. Richaro.s: "The Soldier 1 s Che.llenge to the Churches, 11 

May, 1918, pp. 283~285. 
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In the present situation of war, the Chr•istian 

must bear witness by showing love for his enem:j.es, by 

fighting for ~ better world, and by daily practicing his 
1 

belief in eternal life. This involves recognition of the 

eternal worth of the human soul, and of the power of the 
2 

human spirit through the grace of God. 

In the world ahead, which it is believed will 

be totally different from the world before the war, the 
3 

cburch has a supreme responsibility. On the foundation 
4 

built by the church must stand the new social order. 

To build. this founde.tion, several emphe.ses are necessary. 

One is the change from a message implying. ease and protec-
5 

tion to a message of sacrifice, and service. The Christie.n 
6 

life must be a real adventure, not a retreat, it must 
7 

sound the note of brotherhood, of cooperation. To put 

this message into practice means an emphasis on the social 

nature of religion. Writer after writer points to the 

change of emphasis from individual gain to social service. 

. . . . . . 
1. Cf. Bosworth, Edward I. : 11 The Christian Witness in War, 11 

May, 1918, pp. 286-288. 
2. Cf. Wei.:;,.:le: "Our Religious Education in War Time, 11 

June, 1918, pp. 339-341. 
3. Cf. Atkinson, op. cit. 
4. Cf. Holt, Arthul"' E.: 11 The Axe At the Foot of the Tree, 11 

September, 1919, p. 262. 
5. Cf. Richards: 11A Quest and a Challenge," September, 1919, 

pp. 259-260. 
6. Cf. 11 Is Our Heligion Selfish?" September, 1919, p. 260. 
7. Cf. Editorial: 11 The Changing Emphasis," July, 1919, p. 

197, from Lyman Abbott, in The Outlook. 
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The question is no longer 11 V\1ha t can I do to be saved'?" 
1 

but 11 \'lfnat can I do to serve others'? 11 It is the responsi-

bility of the church to see that this spirit of service 
2 

is Christian in ideal and pur~ose. 

To meet this responsibility, the church must 

become a unit. Tbis unity should begin in the local church, 
3 

extend to churches of the community, and to a union of 

church and community. The church can transform the group, 

but it must be part of the group, not aloof. This "break

ing down walls of partition," must be evidenced in the 
4 

program of religious education. 

In all these changes and problems the young 

people must come to the front. The opportunity for the 
5 6 

church is in its young ueople, they are its vital assets. 

They are asking for a real challenge from the church, they 
7 

are asking for responsibility, a hard task to be done, a 
8 

church of service to belong to. They need leaders; they 

1. Editorial: 11 The Changing Emphasis," July, 1919; p. 197, 
from Lyman Abbott, in The Outlook. 

2. Cf. Editorial: 11 0ur Service Nv.mber, 11 May, 1918, p. 268. 
3. Cf. Editorial: 11 The New Year and the New World 1

11 January, 
1918, pp. 3-4. 

4. Cf. Cope: "The Call for Cooperation," April, 1919, p. 103. 
5. Cf. Winchester, B. S.: 11 Tode.y 1 s Challenge," May, 1919, 

p. 266. 
6. Of. Editorial: 11 The Young People's Challenge to the 

Church," August, 1919, .p. 230. 
7. Cf. Ibid., p. 229. 
8. Cf. Slattery: 11 The Compelling Power of the Church in 

Action," August, 1918, pp. 506-509. 
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1 2 
need to be understood. They need these things now. 

E. Summary 

Religious education is awake to the need of a 

more adequate program. It proposes to bring this about 

by better organization, by improving the work that is 

being done, and by increasing the work done. Leadership 

is one of the most vital needs in such a step forward. 

Religious education is caring for some needs of the men 

in the service, but it must get a far broader vision of the 

needs of the community. This enlarged vision must express 

its renewed sense of dependence on God in acts of service 

for all mankind. Such is the picture presented in 1918-

1919. 

1. Cf. Editorial: ''The Young People's Challenge to the 
Chl.U'ch, u .August, 1919, p. 230. 

2. Cf. Sheldon, F't'ank II~.: ".A New Day in Young People's 
Work, 11 December, 1919, p. 28. 
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CHAPTER III 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN 1941-IvT.ARCH 1943 

AS PRESENTED IN 

TH~ INTERNATIONAL JOur1NAL OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

A. Introduction 

Today 1 s problems press in from every side. There 

is ~ feeling of having experienced many of these same 

difficulties in a former time of war crisis, twenty five 

years ago. There are some new elements in this picture 

however. What are they? What is found in religious edu-

CEttion tods_y'? 

B. The Field of Religious Education 

Though the field of religious education in 1941-

March 1943 is an extensive one and many areas are reached, 
1 

much remains to be done. Leaders in Christian education 

are aware of the needs and their ple.ns to help meet them 

are part of this field of religious education. 

1. The Need for an Ao.ve.nce 
2 

11And there were chilo.ren there." Those are the 

. . . . . . 
1. The terms "religious education" and "Christian education" 

are used interchangeably in the source material. They 
will be so considered in this study. 

2. Editorial: "There Were Children There," January, 1941, 
p. 3. The only source used for this chapter is the 
International Journal of Religious Education so the name 
of the magazine will not be included in the footnotes. 
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closing words of a recent news story from London describ-

ing the scene of an air raid. Russell Colgate uses them 

as a challenge to Christian education in America. Another 

challenge comes from Roger Babson who wrote before the 

beginning of the war, 

11 We.oldsters will probably check in before real trouble 
comes. But our young people must have something more 
substantial than bank accounts, real estate, insurance 
bonds, or even democracy itself. Unless1they have sane 
spiritual foundations, they are lickecL 11 

These arresting thoughts are occasioned_ by and in foreboding 

of another war. The belief has been that out of the World 

War would come a 11 new oro.er of righteousness. 11 Inclications 

of a false foundation for that belief bega.n in the ea.rly 

twenties when the Interchurch World ]Jiovement failei. Pre-

viously in times of need people turned to the church, but 

with the depression came the unusual reaction of steady 

decline in church membership. It is evident tha.t many 

young people are not being reached by the church program. 

Only every other child is reached by any religious te~ch-

2 

3 
ing. Crime is on the increase and the age of the average 

4 
criminal is decreasing. 

5 
11 Speak to my peonle that they go 

forward l 11 is again the marching order. 11 What we teach our 

1. Bartlett, Edward R.: "Christian Education Must Adva.nce, 11 

January, 1941, p. 11, quoting Roger Babson. 
2. Of. Ibid. 
3. Of. Smith, Luther Wesley: "Speak to My People l" April, 

1942, p. 17. 
4. Of. Bartlett, op. cit., pp. 11-12. 
5. Smith, op. cit. 
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boys and girls today America will become tomorrow. Give 
1 

them Christ today ancl they will make America His tomorrow t" 

With some such thought as this in mind 

11 The United Advance in Christian Education, te.king 
account of the difficulties presented by our confused 
social order, is nevertheless confident of the limit
less resources in the Christian faith. To increase 
their own effectiveness, to enrich the lives of our 
citizens, to strengthen demo§racy itself, our churches 
must go forward- together." 

2. The Plan Proposed 

The International Council of Religious Education 

which f.or twenty years has been the orgs.nization through 

which about forty Protestant denominations and abput thirty 

state councils have worked, has proposed ths.t in the years 

1942-1945 united effort be centered on reaching the "other 
3 

half" with Christian education. The proposal grew out of 
4 

individual denominational advances. The result is the 

planning of the United Christian Education Advance. This 

is a plan whereby new develouments for the extension of 

Christian education are built on the foundation of the 
5 

work already beirig done. In the place of individual efforts, 

e. united effort is made. "A common goal - 1 To reach every 

1. Smith, op. cit. 
2. Bartlett, op: cit., p. 12. 
3. Cf. Editorial: 11 Facing Outwaro. - and ForwarCf_ t 11 Je.nuary, 

1942, p. 4. 
4. Of. Munro, Harry 0. : 11 What 1 s New About This Advance, 11 

February, 1942, p. 10. 
5. Of. Editorial: "Facing Outward - and Forward t11 January, 

1942, p. 4. 
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person with Christian teaching' is supported by common 
1 

specific emphases on home, church, and community." With 

this three-fold emphasis great possibiliti~s are open for 

exp?.nding. The putting of home and community in for their 

places of responsibility and help in this work of Christian 
2 

education is an unusual, but vital part. Long and careful 

planning has gone into a long term program for the Advance. 

Aims have been determined in this planning e.s follows: 

11 The United Christian Education Advance is united 
action to 

REACH EVERY PERSON WITH CHRISTIAN TEACHING 
In the Home 

Regular Bible reading and prayer. 
Living as Christians in the Family. 

In the Church 
Increasing attendance. 
Improving teaching for Christian discipleship. 

In the Community 
Bringing every person into the fellowship of some church. 
Churches working together for e. Christian community. 11 3 

Promotion for the Advance is planned in detail 

beginning with state and city council promotions in Jan

uary 1942. The official le.unching is the Quadrennial 

Convention of the International Council of Religious Edu-

cation in February. The theme of the convention is the 

Advance. Then in April about one hundred and thirty five 

one-day conventions held all over the country will reach 

1. Munro, op. cit. 
2. Of. Ibid. 
3. Ecli torial: "Facing Outward - and Forward ~", January, 

1942, p. 4. 
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local workers to stimulate, inspire, and help them p~an 
1 

their part. 

This union of goals, emphases, and methocts will 

make possible an attack on public opinion which is a. 

potent factor. Through newspapers, radio and pictures 
2 

the work of Christian education will be before the public. 

Also through celebration of Christian Family Week in May 

and Religious Education Week in the fall promotion will 
3 

be accelerated. As the Advance begins 

11 The words of Wooo.row Wilson are more tragical·ly true 
•.. than when spoken: 'A nation cannot survive mate
rially unless it be redeemed spiritually.' To sich a 
spiritual redemption the Ad.vance is ded.icated. 11 

3. How the Advance Becomes Effective 

No matter how wonderful the plan, or how exten-

sive the publicity the effectiveness begins when people 

are reached with the message. For instance, consider the 

goals for 11 In the home. 11 When a femily v:bi.C..1-J: has not pre-

viously done so begins to rec'.d the Bible ::·nc1 have fa.mily 

prayer, when family and personal life are thereby affect-
5 

ed, then the Advance has begun in that home. 

From the one-day conventions mentioned, the local 

1. Of. Editorial: 11 Facing Outward - and Forward ! 11 January, 
1942, p. 4. 

2. Of. Munro, op. cit., p. 36. 
3. Of. Editorial, op. cit. 
4. Ibid. 
5. Of. Munro: '~How the Advance Becomes Effective, 11 April, 

1942, p. 16. 
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church must really begin the Advance. An example given 

illustrates this process. A family moved into a new 

community and affiliated with one of the churches. Soon 

both husband and wife had responsibilities in the church 

schooL They attended a one-day convention with a car full 

of other workers. Mr. Kir~ was challenged by the emphasis 

on ureaching the other half.u He got in touch with other 

church leaders in his to"~Nn. He gathered material which 

showed the numbers of people unreached by any church. At 

a meeting of superintendents, ministers, and others the 

statistics showed a picture which ama~ed them all. Results 

includeo_ the organization of a Council of Churches and 

Christian Education with cooperative plans for ureaching 
1 

the other half." 

A play, published in April offers the possibility 

of dramatic presentation of the step uFrom Convention to 
2 

Action, 11 with the need being spotlighted by a family 

situation. These examples and play both show the Advance 

actually becoming effective in a. home, in a. church, and in 

a community. 

Since this study includes two years it is possible 

to see many e.ctual results of this Advance in various 

1. Cf. Armstrong, C. A.: 11 How the Advance Starts in a Com
munity," October, 1942, pp. 19-21. 

2. Cf. Fling, Hobert W. : "From Convention to Action, 11 April, 
1942, pp. 18-19, 36. 
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communities and churches. It is inspiring to read comments 

and reports sent in from all parts of the country. Over 

and over comes the report of ministers, churches, denomina-

tions working together in leadership schools, summer serv-

ices, Rally Day meetings, taking religious censuses, parish 
1 2 

visitations, and Church School Nights. Other evidences 
3 

of the Advance come in reports of "Church Nights at Home, 11 

selective service questionnaires with check lists for serv-
4 

ice and leadership, and local suggestions for promoting 
5 

the Advance. l!uch home visitation is reported, sometimes 

preceded by training and consecration of visitors. The 

purpose of such visitation is increase iti regular practice 

of Bible reading and prayer, attendance at church school, 
6 

improved teaching, etc. 

As previously cited, Religious Education Week is 

observed in the fall. This observance helps call to the 

attention of more people the importance of Christian 

religious education. The local church is really the focal 

point of the Christian education program and each local 

. . . . . . 
1. Of. 11 '/rna t' s Hap·9ening in the Advance, II J:!.,ebruary, 1943, 

pu. 19-21. 
2. Of. 11Advance Briefs, " January, 1943, p. 19. 
3. Ibi<L 
4. Of. Ibid. 
5. Of. "What's Hapnening in the Advance, " February, 1943, 

pp. 19-21. 
6. Cf. 111,1fua t' s Hap9ening in the Advance, II December, 1942, 

pp .. 13-14. 
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church, it is pointed out, needs to plan ahead for its 

observance. "Religious Education Week can set the morale 

and shape the plans for the entire year's educational 
1 

activities, if you plan well, 11 it is ss.id. Denominations 

suggest programs for locel churches, and churches are 

urged to use local radio stations for special programs 
2 

designed to reach people not interested in religion. This 

last suggestion apnlies too, to the se6ond aspect of the 

observance of Religious Education Week, that of community 

observance. A suggested program for the blendin~ of local 

church and community observance is published. Both aspects 
3 

are essential, neither is complete without the other. 

The Council prepares helps for communi ties in plannint:,' 

radio programs. In additio~ government officials of states, 
4 

cities, etc., are requested to issue proclamations. The 

International Journal of Religious Education carries a 

letter of endorsement from the P~esident of the United 
5 

States. 

4. Special Relation to the War 

Effects of the war are observable in many phases 

1. Ketcham, John Burns: "Religious Education Week, 11 July
August, 1941, p.6. 

2. Of. 11 Internatione.l Council Suonsors Broadcasts, 11 October, 
1941, -o. 17. 

3. Of. Ketcham, op. cit., p. 8. 
4. Of. 11 Religious Education Week," September, 1942, p.33. 
5. Of. 11 ?resident Endorses Religious Education Week.l942, 11 

September, 1942, p. 17. 
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of the field of religious education. The very themes for 

Religious Education Week in 1941 and 1942 reflect the world 

struggle. "Foundations of Democracy 11 and 11 Foundations of 
1 

Freedom 11 are the themes used. Spiritual foundations are 

emphasized because foundations in a material world are 

shaking. 

Perhaps the greatest challenge to Christian edu-

cation because of the wa~, is the great transplanting of 

families. It is estimated that by 1943 over 20,000,000 

people in the United States will have been moved to new 
2 

homes, new sections of the country. From all over the 

land comes the report of church activities in these 11 cities 11 

that have grown up over night. In some instances a worker 

or a minister is employed and lives in the trailer group 
3 

or new housing district. In other places people in the 

new community organize a Council and go to work themselves. 

Sunday schools are meeting out under the trees, in school 
4 5 

buildings, and in homes. Vacation schools as well as 
6 

Sunday schools are held in these areas. W'nat is needed 

is "interdenominational action under denominational leader-

1. Cf. Ivfunro: "Foundations of Freedom, 11 July-August, 1942, 
p. 20. 

2. Of. Kincheloe, Robert L.: "Religious Education in a War 
Boom Town, 11 July-August, 1942, p. 8. 

3. Cf. 11Reach Every Person," January, 1943, pu. 20-21. 
4. Cf. 11 What 1 s Hap-oening in the Advance, 11 February, 1943, 

p. 20. 
5. Cf. Kincheloe, on. cit. 
6. Cf. 11 Reacl~ Every~Person, 11 January, 1943, p. 20. 
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1 
ship," says one writer. Great is the need in many areas 

of the nation. "The churches must not fail these people 
2 

in their hour of need t" 

Recognition of this great need is evidenced by 

plans for the Journal which include discussion of "problems 

for Christian education created by the war." These include 

camp and industrial community problems such as 

"A Sunday school in a trailer camp. 
The church caring for children whose mothers are in 
war industries. 
Welcoming industrial newcomers into your churches. 
Dormitories, trailer camps, new housing areas - Wnere 
can youth find its place? 3 
Swing shift recreation after midnight. 11 

Also the subjects 111Nhen the Men Come Back" and "Christian 
4 

Education Around the World" will be discussed. Already 

in the July-August 1942 number of the Journal a long 

article reports the work of "Christian Education Around 

the World 11 as it contihues in spite of the war in countries 
5 

which at that time were not severed from communication. 

5. Summary 

Truly the i~pact of the war on Christian education 

makes these years most significant ones. The United 

1. Kincheloe, op. cit. 
2. Ibid., p. 9. 
3. 11 The Iniernational Journal of Religious Education in a 

Time Like This,u February, 1943, p. 20B. 
4. Cf. Ibid. 
5. Cf. Barclay, Wacle Crawford: uchris tian Education Around 

the World," pp. 6-7, 33. 
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Christian Education Advance launched officially in 1942 

with.emphasis on the home, the local church, the community 

seems created for such a time as this. The challenge is 

facing every Christian family, church, and community. 

C. Religious Education in the Local Church 

Even as the local church is cited as the focal 

point in observance of Religious Education Week it is the 

center of any program of religious education. 11 It is in 

your church tha.t the rea.l program of religious education 

reaches the child, the youth, the adult, and the homes 
1 

fro:n which they come. 11 It is not surprising then that 

much consideration is given to religious education in the 

local church. 

1. The Church 

The church as a single unit is more prominent 

than previously. Instead of thinking of the church school 

as the religious educa~ion enterprise of the church, the 

church itself is thout;ht of as comprising a.ll the various 

activities of its parish. At a parent-teacher night in one 

church where different church activities were illustrated, 

a woman was heard to remark: 

••Good la.ncLs, but this church must do a. lot of things •111 

••It does, 1 a Council wor:k:er se,ict . . . "The church is 
a big thing. It is more tha.n j liSt Sunda.y morning or 

1. "Religious Education Week," September, 1942, p. 20. 
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evening service. It is more than Council, or missions, 
or Sunday School. Oh, I tell you, it takes us all to 
make the church. 1 ul 

This oneness of the church group is being stress-

ed in relation to the children. The church belongs to them 

too. They should be included in special observances; be 

taken on frequent visits to pe.rts of the church such as the 

pulpit, organ, etc. ; be encourae::ed to come to church in 

family group (with something in the church service of inter-

est to different ages) i have s-pecic.l activities such e_s 

choirs. Different ages may be made in different ways to 
2 

feel that they belong to the church fellowshiP. 

The matter of becoming a member of the church in 

the usual meaning of that term, has become a special concern. 

Sometimes children are carefully trained in classes over a 
3 

long period of time . One church which has used Lenten 

.Sa tu.r<iay mornings for a class in church membership for 

sixth gra.ders, finds many young people not members of the 

church. The whole intermediate denartment of the church 

school is made a membership study class during Lent. Per-

sonal contacts are made with the minister in a devotional 

period and in a brief talk he gives about the assignment 

for the day. Then a caller interviews each student and his 

1. Sessions, ~Vill A. ,Jr. : "It Takes Us All to :Ma};:e the 
Church," January, 1942, p. 18. 

2. Of. Jones, Philip Cowell: "The Church Belongs to Children, 
Too," February, i942, o~. 6-7. 

3. Of. Ibid. --
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1 
parents about church memberehip. 

Membership classes attempt to make joining the 

church, baptism, and the cor:1cnunion meaningful to the children. 

However they should not be forgotten when they have joined 

the church. "Joining the church is significant but it is 

not the end - in a real sense it is the serious beginning 
2 

of the Christian's real growth and service." A program of 

training in stewardship might follow, which would purpose to 

make the church a fellowship of contributing members - con-
3 

tributing time, talents, uosseseions. 

Truly it does take e.ll to me.ke the church, all as 

stewards of Christ. 

a. Organization of religious education in the 

local church. There are different ways of organizing the 

educational work in a local church. Probably organization 

under a Committee or Board of Christian Education is the 

most frequent type. TlJ.is Board is the center from which the 

whole progra.m of religious education in the church radiates. 
4 

It has been called a "central clearing-house. 11 Usue_lly 

me"de up of representatives from vario·us boe.rds and organi-

1. Of. 11 We Could Try That," h1arch, 1941, p. 16. 
2. Burkhart, Ro;y A. : "When Children Join the Chur.ch, 11 

January, 1941, pn. 18-19. 
3. O:f. Fritz, Dorothy B.: 11 What Do You Mean - Stewardship 

Education?" March, 1941, pp. 12-13. 
4. Of. Dunkin, Leslie, E. : "A Centred Clearing House, 11 

October, 1941, pD. 16-17. -
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zations of the church, it ma.kes pls.ns, considers proposals, 

and generally c1irects the educational activities. Member-

ship on this board means work the yec:.r round and :nembers 

not willing to give time and thought to the work need to 
1 

be replaced. One such board set up the following four 

points to guide it in its plans and discussions: 

11 1. The development of a church consciousness, rather 
than an individual, class, department or school 
consciousness; 

2. Close cooperation with the national church-organi
zation pls.ns; 

3. Close cooDera.tion with the Christian education plans 
in the community; and 

4. The bale.ncect develo-::>ment of all ohases of the church 
through the groups,- talent and fielo. ave.ilable. 11 2 

These are good general goals to keep constantly in mind. 

For a more specific analysis of the effectiveness of the 

educational program of a local church the following ques-

tions might be asked: 

11 1. \'\Tho s.dopts the educational policy in your church'? 
The church, a small grmm, or one person'? 

2. Have you a com~rehensive program, or a mere assort
ment of activities? 

3. Are your plans supervised once they are made? 
·4. Have you a long-term plan for getting your leaders? 
5. Is your physice.l equipment e.o.equate? 
6. Have you a sound and thoughtfully chosen curriculum? 
7. Do you intelligently coooerate with the home? 11 3 

The importance of the religious education commit-

tee or board is seldom overestimated. It means real work 

1. Of. Dunkin, oo. cit., p. 16. 
2. Ibid. -
3. Howell, Walter D.: 11 Is Your Church Educationally 

Effective?" April, 1942, p. 9. 
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and earnest endeavor, but these should result in improved 

effectiveness. 

b. The church school. In a discussion called 
1 

11 'VV:.11at We Gem Expect of the Sunday School" Ethel L. Smithers 

calls attention to the many criticisms that arise from the 

present organization and administration of that institution. 

There is not enough tir~e, space and equipment are inade-

quate, and professionally trained workers are necessary. 

These are some negative reactions to the Sunday schdol. 

Taking these objections into consideration and showing that 

they are often overemphasized, suggestions are made as to 

what may be expected of the Suno.ay school. Seven specific 

expected outcomes of the work are listed. The church 

school may enable children to find Christian adult friends 

who are really interested_ in them. It may guide children 
I ' 

11 to be busy about the Father 1 s business 11 in their everyday 

lives, familiarize them with the service of worship in 

which they may te.ke part, establish a sense of 11 belonging 11 

to the church fellowship, help them to "unify life around 

Christian values and devotions, 11 and to study and think 

about spiritual thfngs, espedially the Bible, in such a 

way that it will be continuous. 

The Sunday school is a. school 11 for Christian learn-

ing and living that can vitalize and guide the total life 

1. November, 1941, p:o. 10-11, 18. 
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of the church fellowship under the guid.ance of the trained. 

and wise minister with the intelligent cooperation of the 
1 

membership." 

(1) Organization. That the church school me,y fill full 

the possibilities just cited., and more, leaders are debat-

ing the values of various types of organization. Specifi-

cally discussicn is concerned with the relative merits of 

the small and large class. A small class refers to a group 

numbering from five to fifteen while twenty five or more is 
2 

termed a large class. ·Leaders and others in the field 

express different ideas, though advocates of the large class 

ere in the majority. Those favoring a small class point to 

the lack of tr·ained tee.chers and feel that this lack makes 

them feel inadequate for directing a large group and lead

ing assistants in a variety of activities. Also the effec-

tive teacher must have personal contacts with class members 

and this seems ra.ther difficult with large classes. That 

a shy child will more likely -oarticipate in a small group, 

and that activities such as field trips are more practical 
3 

in small classes are oiher factors sup~orting this division. 

However, as was stated, the larger class has more supporters. 

Reasons given for this preference include the fact that there 

1. Smithers, Ethel, L.: 11 \:Vhat We Can Expect of the Sunday 
School, 11 November, 1941, p~ 18. 

2. Of. Editorial: 11 Large Classes - Or Small? 11 Ivia.rch, 1942, 
p. 4. 

3. Of. Riggins, Ivlrs. P. W.: "Arguments for the Small Class, 11 

May, 1942, p. 4. 
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are too few trained teachers, that many people are qualified 

to help with phases of work who would not be able to take 
1 

that it offers opcortunity for wider scope of 

work, and that it afforc~s excellent opportunity for leao.er-
2 

ship training in the capacity of assistants. 

The final decision about division depends on the 

local si tu.ation, but the general opinion seems to be that 

large classes are better than small ones if not used as an 

excuse to s.void work to make the present set up effective, 

if not used as an excuse to lecture, if a good teacher is 

available, if carefully planned, and if personal contacts 
3 

are maintained. 

Further organization of the class, whatever size, 

into a club is sometimes advocated. A contrast of classes 

and clubs shows that often a class is not a unit. This 

fact is influenced by grouping done according to age and 

public school grade rather than naturEd, neighborhood, or 

interest situations. This contrast is not pictured to in-

sist that all classes be conductect as clubs, but to noint 

out the need for 11 closely-knit, purposeful, creative, out-

reaching, small fellowships, which represent a fundamental 

1. Of. Editorial: 11Readers Prefer Large Classes, 11 June, 1942, 
D. 4. 

2 .• Of. Dunca.n, Mrs. Adella G. : 11 Arguments for the Large 
Class, 11 April, 1942, p. 4. 

3. Of. Editorial: 11 Large Classes -If- 11
, July-August, 

1942, p. 4. 
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One other element of administration mentioned is 

promotion da.y. One school changed its promotion time - ... '· 

from the lest Sunday in Se·otember to the first Sunday after 

public school started. The;'{ find that the delight in being 

in a new gracle in school is carried over to chul"Ch school. 

Then since the Sunday school continues through the summer, 

the decision to promote seniors the Sunday after their 

graduation from hig:h school we.s made. Otherwise the tend-

ency is to feel no longer a Part of the high school depart-

ment and by the fall promotion they are away in college, 

so they feel no real place in the church school. This 

change boosts summer attendance ana_ the· seniors feel that 

they are re:ally coming back to their department on holidays. 

Now this school has decided to make promotion day for all 

departments at the close of the public school in the belief 

that prestige, summer attendance and morale will be imnrov-
2 

·ed. 

(2) Materials. Lesson materials have little place in 

writings of this period. Attention•is called to the Uni-
3 4 

form lessons -and to the Group Gracled lessons which com-

mittees have published for many years. A need for improved 

1. Limbert, Paul M.: "Group Work in the Church School, II 
January, 1942, p. 15. 

2. Cf. "We C0ulo_ Try That, II June, 1941, p. 12. 
3. Cf. "Finally, " April, 1942, D. 40. 
4. Cf. "Finally, 11 June, 1942, p. 40. 
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lesson materials was felt, and a few years ago th~ee 

committees were appointed by the International Council to 

work on proposals. The plan suggested ·and approved includes 

three types of material. They are outlines for Bible content 

which will have as much in common for all age groups as is 

feasible, outlines called "the Graded Series 11 • 11 rich in Bib-

lical content and Christian doctrine" and suitable for var-

ious types of sessions, and a Curriculum Guide for the Local 

Church to be used where the church wishes to develop its 

own curriculum. People from many different denominations 

are working on the committees. This is the newest step in 

prepars.tion of materials for the church school as well as 
1 

for society, weekday, vacation, camp and family sessions. 

Thus it is that the church school functions, 

.changing and progressing, as part of the program of reli-

gious education in the local church. 

c. Weekday religious education. Weekday religious 

education .is a subject of general interest in Christian 

edu,cation circles today. There is much confusion, many 

questions arising, but the subject is a prominent one. 

Three general forms are in operation. The first called the 

Weekds.y Church School is held in cooperation with the public 

school, another form is the teaching of religion in the pub-

1. Cf. Jones, Mary Alice: "Coming- New Lesson Outlines," 
June, 1942, p. 9. 
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lie schools as part of the curriculum, and. the third is a 

communi ty-wicte approach in which the church is active in 

determining forces that affect the whole life of the indi-
1 

vidual. 
. . I 
Relative to these various forms, much discussion 

centers around the ad.visabili ty of religion in public ed-

ucation. Dr. George A. Coe, a.nd. Dr. F. Ernest Jolmson con

ducted a discussion on this subject, "Religion in Public 

Education," for four months in the Journe..l. They represent-

ed somewhat different schools of thought and their d.iscussion 

served to present to the reader different ideas about the 

place religion _should have. They both agreed that religion 

should.occupy a more prominent place in public schools un

der certain conditions. Dr. Coe stressed the importance of 

democratic, scientific consideration of religion and its 
2 

institutions. Dr. Johnson would. have religion included in 

the social studies with specific problems related to the 
3 

various faiths. Dr. Johnson feels that moral, spiritual, 

aesthetic values may not be weighed by scientific technique 
4 

and determined; Dr. Coe says that teaching religion as 

. . . . . . 
1. Cf. Editorial: "Weekday Religious Education," July

August, 1941, p. 3. 
2. Cf. "Democratic Method of Teaching Is Essential," 

September, 1941, pp. 4,36. 
3. Cf. "Can We Not Trust Democra.cy, 11 September, 1941, pp. 

4' 36. ' 
4. Cf. 11 The Scientific Method Is Not Enough," October, 1941, 

p. 4. 

I ' 
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Dr. Johnson proposes would result in the schools promoting 
1 

sectarian loyalties. They seemed to agree that schools 

should make more prominent the area of conscience where 

e_ach individual's decision is final, and that the present 

reticence toward religion in the public schools should be 
2 

diminished as rapidly as possible. Dr. Johnson concluded 

by restating his contention that 

11A public school progrs.m which excludes the study of 
religion as an empirical, institutional phase of the 
culture, is ... deficient and nothing outside the 
school, however impor~ant in itself, is going to com
pensate that defect." 

The main question asked outside of religious 

circles on the subject is whether or not it violates the 

American principle concerning separB.tion of church and 

state as embodied in· the Bill of Rights. The question has 

been answered in the negative by various writers. George 
4 

L. Cut ton 1 s article on 11Relea.sed Ti·me 11 is an example .. 

The interest in weekday religious education has increased, 

and while many questions are being asked, they are being 

answered in the execution of the program in constantly 

widening areas. 

The main problem seems to be competent leadership. 

A fifteen point weekday school policy recently adopted by 

1. Cf. 11 Should the Public Schools Promote Sectarian Loyal
ties?11 November, 1941, pp. 4,18. 

2. Cf. Coe: 11 Is Not Democracy in Religion Itself Implicit 
in Christianity?" December, 1941, p. 4. 

3. Johnson: "Which Is Most Important," December, 1941, p.32. 
4. September, 1942, pp. 12-13, 33. 
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New York state includ.es emphasis on "adequately trained 
1 

personnel." The training of teachers then is one of the 

big problems. 

There is also the problem of reaching unchurched 

children. In St. Paul this was accomplished by a census 

taken in the third, fourth, and fifth grades. Children 

who registerec1 no church connection were contacted. by 

visitors and. if enrolled their names were given to the pas-

tor nearest their home. This project has been effective 
2 

and valuable. 

These discussions and reports make it evident 

that some form of weekday religious education is being 

introduced in many sections of the land. Problems are 

being met and solved in individual situations. Weekday 

religious education is a. rapidly growing part of the field ' 

of Christian education. 

d. Vacation church school. Still another part of 

religious education in the local church is the vacation 

church school. Here as in weekday schools trained leader-

ship is a big concern. One of the most recent developments 

in training leaders is the laboratory school where trained 
. 3 

teachers are in charge and helpers are becoming teachers. 

1. Of. 11 \Vhe_t 1 s Hapoening," May, 194!~, p. 38. 
2. Of. Petersen, Lemuel: "Reaching Unchurched Children," 

February, 1943, p. 22. 
3. Of. Powell, William D.: 11 Laboratory Vacation Schools 

Where Both Teachers and Children Learned, 11 l!Iarch, 1943, 
pp. 16-17, 35. 
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Some important elements to include in this training are 
1 

materials, courses, purposes and plans, and worship. 

Here in the vacation church school is another 
2 

op9ortunity· for children to learn tolersnce, a lesson so 

pertinent to today;s needs. Here also is a potential check 
3 

for the rapid increase of juvenille delinquency. Many 

churches are ave,iling themselves of this op··)ortuni ty. 

e. Leadership. Leadership has been mentioned in 

all phases of the religious education program of the church. 

Yet it is so important that it must be dealt with as a spe-

cial subject. The difficulties in securing leaders, and 

good leaders, are increased by the war situation. The values 

of service in Christian education need. to be fully weighed 

in this time when many new tasks seem alluring and old ones 

humdrum and monotonous. Public school authorities ha.ve 

realized this need and from the S-oecia.l War Bulletin of the 

National Congress of Parents and Teachers comes the follow-

ing statement: 

11 The education of America's children cannot be slighted 
without permanently disastrous results to America. We 
must not 'sell the day to save the hour.' 11 4 

. . . . . . 
· 1. Cf. Henry, Freddie: 11 How About an Institute," March, 1942, 

pp. 12-13. 
2. Cf. Brown, Jeannette Perkins: "Children Learn Tolerance," 

January, 1942, pp. 9-10. 
3. Cf. Powell, op. cit. 
4. Editorial: 11 Church Workers and National Service," June, 

194:-2' p. 3. 
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How will Christian education meet the challenge? 

(1) Soliciting. One answer may be found in division of 

leadership. For instance larger classes may be necessary, 

undreamed of resources in short term teachers may be uti-

lized, pastor's classes may be revitalized, and the urgen-

cy of need for Christian leadership may challenge former 
1 

slackers. This challenge of need for leaders may be a 

second answer to the problem. One pastor and his wife had 

great success securing leaders when the real need_ was made 
2 

clear and opportunities available were cited. Dedication 

and consecration services often help leaders feel the im-

portance and responsibility of their work and may be used 

at the beginning of the year or whenever it seems suitable. 

(2) Training. Training of leaders continues even though 

affected by the war. Field workers and members of the 

state council may be of assistance to the local church. In 

one instance the state council and local church together 
4 

planned a one-day Church Worker's Clinic. This is an ex-

ample of concentrated leadership education. 

A new trend in leadership education is the plan 

. . . . . . 

3 

1. Cf. Foster, Virgil E.: 11 Fewer and Better Leaders in War
Time," May, 1942, pp. 19-20. 

2. Of. Yingling, Dorothy: "Shortage in Leadership?" January, 
1943, p. 22. 

3. Of. Meek, Frederick M.: 11 The Light That Lighteth Every 
Man, 11 September, 1942, pp. 6-8. 

4. Of. 11A United Field Apl)roach, 11 March, 1943, p. 18. 
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of securing outstanding teachers and carrying on school in 

adjacent communities over a period of some weeks. Teachers 

stay in the community as field workers during the course. 

Thus class experience and study are integrated with the 
1 

work of the pupils. 

Last of all, training for service may be done 

quite informally by reading. County libraries may be of 
2 

great assistance, or with proper stimulation a~d guidance 

in reading, the local church may be the center for such 
3 

informal training. 

From many sources come reports of adjustments 

and advances in leadership education. One director of 

religious education says, 

"'We have never had such a fine church school staff and 
it was never easier to enlist them. People realize the 
importance of the church in these times. They are deter
mined to hold the home front. But they want a real 
challenge and an improved program. u4 · 

(3) Methods and activities. Teacher training includes 

methods and activities to be used. Sometimes workers be-

come so interested in means that the end to which they are 

to be used is lost. This warning needs to be sounded in a. 
5 

consideration of things to do and how to do them. Perhaps 

. . . . . . 
1. Cf. Sweet, Herman J.: "Projects in Community Adv·ance, 11 

April, 1942, p. 13. 
2. Cf. 11 We Could Try That," June, 1941, p. 12. 
3. Cf. Carmichael, Patrick H.: "Can Your Teachers Ree.d'? 11 · 

December, 1941, pp. 14-15, 32. 
4. "Leadership Education Actvance, 11 March, 1943, p. 15 • 
. 5. Cf. Editorial: 11 Do We Fool Ourselves This Way?" March, 

1941, p. 3. 
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use of the discussion method misinterpreted is sometimes 

considered an end in itself. If a lively discussion takes 

place in a class the teacher is satisfied regardless of 

the outcomes. This misinterpretation has occasioned an 

attack on the value of the discussion method of teaching. 

Therefore writers are concerned with seeing its real meaning 
1 

developed in religious education. 

Another method of teaching which really includes 

several others is the project method. The large class, 

which many people advocate, furnishes excellent o:9portuni ty 
2 

for its use. Care needs to be exercised in evaluating the 

project and activities chosen. One group decided they were 

promoting "glorified busywork" instead of really "purpose-

ful activity. 11 They found in activity with a real purpose 
3 

a zest that makes them dissatisfied with the other. 

Group-research as a method of teaching is really 

quite similar and may be mentioned under discussion of 

the project method. In such a situation, different members 

of a group are each working on some phase of a problem which 

will finally be put together as a whole. Principles govern-

ing good group-research are a strong conviction on the part 

. . . . . . 
1. Cf. Welty, Ivan: "The Pack Trails an Idea," June, 1941, 

'PP. 10;.11. 
2. Of. Demerest, Ada Rose: 11 The Large Class Plan With 

Juniors, 11· October, 1942, pp. 10-11. 
3. Of. IvicGavre.n, Grace 'N.: "Purposeful Activity or Glori

fied Busy-Work?" January, 1941, pp. 10, 36. 
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of the teacher, insurance of satisfaction which is to be 

found in "action that gets somewhere," varied activities, 

enterprises requiring the whole group, and unvarying empha-
1 

sis on truth. 

These methods incorporate discussion and action 
2 

toward a purpose. 11A good uroject is Christianity at work." 

That is the end of any methoo. of teaching. 

A separate activity which is utilized by religious 

educati~n in many ways is a Boy Scout Troop. Such a troop 

may be part of a. coordinated church program and incorporate 
3 

many other activities. 

Dramatics may also be used effectively as a means 
4 

of teaching and worshiping. Many churches are using it 
5 

a great deal with little expense involved. 

Methods of teaching are incorporated in the project 

method and it is being used to a large extent today. Vari-

et.y and value are determined and achieved through choice 

of activities and project subjects. 

(4) The teacher. 11 As a teacher you are teaching yourself 
6 

more loudly than anything found in the lesson quarterly." 

1. Cf. Yeomans, Nina A. : "Group-res eecrch An Effective 
Method of Teaching, 11 February, 1943, p-o. 12-13. 

2. Welty, Ivan: "Let 1 s Do Something ~ 11 July-August, 1941, 
p. 13. 

3. Cf. Wyland, Ray 0.: 11 Boy Scouts in the Church," Septem
ber, 1942, p~. 10-11, 15. 

4. Cf. Shaw, A1:ma: "Exalted in Spirit," :May, 1942, pp. 27, 
39, 43. 

5. ~f. Welty: "Haywire Dramatics," September, 1941, p~1. 14-15. 
6. Jelty: "Theology and Shrimp Wiggle," February, 1942, pu. 

8-9. -· ·- '· 
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What is the message being taught? ~rnat makes a leader, 

anyway? One of the first things is the habit of growth. 

The leader must grow in relationship to his activities with 

those he seeks to leacL A leader must have high motives 

which continually become ;nore clear and more central. A 

leader must keep the natural qualities of uersonal relation-
1 

ship with his class. Such a leader has been characteriz-

ed thus: 

"The creative leader is not soft or sentimental, but he 
stands with bowed head in the presence of Life. Person
ality is to him the gift of God. The ground whereon he 
treads is always holy ground. He can be humble without 
feeling humiliated.. He can see others rea·o "~Nhere he has 
sown and say, 'God giveth the harvest.' w·nen he has 
been privileged to serve well, he is pleased by what has 
been done and graciously receives gratitude or praise, 
but he is also chastened_ by the thought of what he has 
failed to do; 'these things ought ye to have done and not 
to have left the other undone' often rings in his ears. 11 2 

Though leaders today are being called away from 

their homes there are others that may take their place if 

they see the need and the challenge. Training centers are 

also affected by the war but this difficulty too can be 

overcome with sincere effort. Though leaders need to learn 

good methods, their own self is the most im·9ortant thing 

about their teaching and they should seek to grow in effec-

tiveness. 

1. Sweet, Herman J. : 11 Tli.e Dynamics of Leadership, 11 February, 
1942, p. 15. 

2. Ibid. 
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f. Special emphases. This study'of the Inter-

national Journal of Religious Education reveals certQin 

special emphases which will be presented as individual 

topics. They are concerned with certain groups, certain 

activities, certain methods which are in the spotlight of 

religious education. 

(1) The place of the Bible in Christian education. Teach-

ers are often torn between two opinions about the place of 

the Bible in Christian education. It seems that 

"One school t~lls him that he must return to the Bible, 
1 the whole Bible,' to a new devotion to memorizing its 
words and mastering its hiStory and its teachings. 

The other school tells him that he has put too much 
trust in mere knowledge and that what he needs now if 
to deal with 1 the living experience' of his pupils." 

Because of widespread uncertainty and difference of opinion 

the International Journal chose this as "one of the three 

major issues to have special numbers devoted to them this 
2 

year. 11 (1941) In succeeding issues also the use of the 

Bible is frequently reported. Therefore the main lines of 

thought concerning this pertinent question will be consider-

ed her·e. 

In stating the International Council's position 

on the subject the editor cites the International Currie-

ulum Guide. It says that in teaching how to live as a 

. . . 
1. Editorial: "Place of the Bible in Christian Education," 

January, 1941, p. 4. 
2. Ibid. 
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Christie.n you must have "subject matter. 11 Teachers will 

use 

"'whatever the experience of the race and the past ex
perience of leaders and learners have ·oroduced, which 
has value in enriching this present experience and giv
ing it a Christian quality.' Among all the recorded 
subject-ms.tter available ... the Bible is unique and 
preeminent. 'The Bible is the record of the historic 
situation in which Christianity arose; it contains the 
primary source-material for the understanding and eval
uation of the rich content of Christian experience, be
lief, and doctrine; it not only contains the historic 
record. of hume.n initiative as seen in the progressive 
search of the Hebrew people for God, but also of the 
divine initiative as seen in God's search after man, 
culminating in the aonearance on the human scene of 
Jesus Christ.• 111 

With this ste.tement of position the Journal introduces the 

issue. 

Dr. W. C. Bower writes an Bl'"'ticle entitled "What 
2 

Do We Vvan t Our Children To l:Cnmv Abo1..1.t the Bible? 11 He is 

anxious that children have 11 a.n awa.reness of its history, 11 

that they use it e.s 11 a resource for living today," that 

they acquire an 11 understancting of its nature and origin, 11 

and that they discover 11 its enduring values." 

"The Bible in the Home" is surveyed in an article 
3 

with this title by Ralph Spaulding Cushman. He shows 

that even in fe.milies of officials in the church the Bible 

is comparatively little used. Reasons for this are varied; 

1. Editorial: "The Teacher and the Bible, 11 February, 1941, 
p. 3. 

2. February, 1941, pp. 6-7. 
3. February, 1941, PD. 12-13. 
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lack of interest is probably the most func1amental. Lack 

of time is not a valid excuse, he says. He then suggests 

times for and ways of conducting family devotions. Though 

some materials are suggested a warning is included against 

substituting any devotional pamphlet for the Bible. Genere~ 

principles to guide family worship are given and they con-

elude with the admonition from Deuteronomy six. 

An article showing that mere knowledge of the 

Bible is not in itself insurance of growth of character 

points to the necessity for better method of teaching to 
1 

include a ''motivation of life." Different versions and 

- arrangements e.nd different translations of the Bible are 
2 

suggested as possible helps in the teaching process. For 

different age groups suggestions offered are:with young 

children use stories, teach juniors through activities, 

dramatization for junior high school groups, a time chart 
3 

for senior highs, and lectures for adults. All these 

methods may be effective if well done. 

For teaching the Bible to children Mary Alice Jones 

has given some additional helps for selecting and presenting 

material so that it may really furnish guidance for their 

1. Of. Harrison, Samuel J.: "The Bible in Our Everyday Life," 
February, 1941, pp. 16-17, 40. 

2. Cf. Ba=lCter, Edma M.: "Modern Versions and Arrangements 
of the Bible," February, 1941, pp. 14-16. 

3. Of. "Teaching the Bible," Shields, Revelle, et. al. , 
February, 1941, pp. 8-11, 40. 
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1 
life. It is good for children to have their own Bible 

and there are also many stories of the life of Jesus well 

written for children. Rightly directed they may early 
2 

learn to enjoy their Bible. 

With this emphasis on the use of the Bible and 

with the helpful suggestions being offered it seems that 

Bible study should become more effective. 

(2) Visual~aids. As a means of enriching Bible study as 

well as other work done, the use of visual aids has come 

into prominence. A special issue of the Journal is devot-

ed to their use in the educational program of the church. 

Visual aids include flat pictures, slides, motion pictures, 
3 

maps, models and objects, blackboard, and even excursions. 

The general use of the term however refers to the first 

three. Many suggestions for the use of visual aids in 

church schools are given. Literature on the subject is 
4 

also available. Careful selecting a.nd careful planning 

for a definite purpose will make the use of visual aids 
5 

a great value in religious education. 

1. Cf. Jones, Mary Alice: "Teaching the Bible to Children, 11 

March, 1943, pp. 8-9, 35. 
2. Cf. Case, Adelaide: "Enjoying the Bible With Children," 

July-August, 1942, pp. 16-17. 
3. Cf. Vieth, Paul H.: "Visualizing Bible Teaching," Ma.y, 

1942, pp. 11-12, 25. 
4. Cf. "Resources for Visual Eo.ucation, 11 May, 1942, pp. 14, 

25. 
5. Cf. Lewis, Hazel A.: 11 Using J.i,lat Pictures, 11 Niay, 1942, 

pp. 8-9; Braun, Theodore C.: 11 Lee.rning to Use Visual Aids, 11 

November, 1941, pp. 15,37; Rogers, William L.: "Accent 
on Purpose," March, 1942, pp. 10-11. 



-79-

Motion pictures play a prominent part in this 

interest in visual education. Recognition of their value 

is shown by the organization of a Religious Film Associa-

tion. The aim~ of this Association are to help provide a 

source of visual aids at a~ little cost as possible to 

churches, to provide reliable infor~ation about films, to 

stimulate production of materials needed, and to help in 

any way possible to make the churches more effective through 
1 

the use of visual aids. This Association is handicapped 

in its service to churches now because equipment is delegat-

ed to war use, but progress is being made. Some films are 

being used in camps and the possibilities in this field are 
2 

great. 

(3) Missionary education. Missionary ectuca tion is carried 

on tod.ay against a prominent background of war. Foreign 

missions are severely curtailed for many missions are cut 

off from support and many missiona.ries are unable to stay 

in or to return to their stations. Nevertheless there are 

encouraging signs, and Dr. Fleming calls attention to the 

fact that after other dark periods in history, Christianity 
3 

has made great advances. Today must not be a time to neg-

. . . . . . 
1. Cf. Editorial: "Churches Organize Religious Film 

Association, 11 May, 1942, pp. 3-4. 
2. Cf. Rogers, William L.: 11 :F'ootnotes to Progress, 11 October, 

1942, pp. 16-17, 36. 
3. Cf. Fleming, Daniel J.: "Foreign Missions in the World 

Situation, 11 January, 1941, pp. 8-9, 19. 
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lect study and ~ontributions for missions. 

Nineteen forty two marks the fortieth anniversary 

of the founding of the Missionary Education Movement of 

the United States and Canada. In these forty years pro-

gress has been made in the place of missions in the church 

and in missionar:l education. Also a world Christian commu-

nity has been forming. Christians of other lands are tak-
1 

ing their places in the world Christian fellowship. The 

feeling of "distance and strangeness" is changing to one 
2 

of "nearness and essential oneness. 11 Today the challenge 

is to each Christian to carry on his part of this great 

enterprise. 

The question of how to teach missions is answered 

in unique ways today. Movies are used to tell stories of 

home and foreign work, models of churches and pictures of 

activities and people in different narts of the world are 3 .. - -

used. A personal interest acquired by correspondence 

with missionaries or by a visit from someone who has been 

on the field is helpful. One church had an opportunity to 

invite a missionary family to spend a weekend in their 

community. Preparation for their coming, experiences while 

. . . . . . 
1. Cf. Cogswell, Franklin D.: "Missionary Educatio~ in a 

World Community," July-August, 1942, p.3. 
2. Of. "How Shall We Teach Missions?" July-August, 1942, 

p. 12. 
3. Cf. Ibid., p. 10. 
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they were there, and the after effects of the visit proved 
! 1 

a very valuable course in missionary education. 

(4) Special seasons and programs. Some church schools 

are using great seasons of the church year as real teach-

ing experiences. One superintendent begins early to prepare 

her teachers for the best use of these festivals. The 

teachers are led to prepare themselves in spirit and with 

materiais. The pastor helps by discussing the spiritual 

values of·the seasons with them. The results are very 
2 

gratifying. 

Christmas is the season most celebrated, though 

a variety of programs for other occasions is included. 

The need for a Christmas which brings quiet, community 

cooperation, the whole life of Jesus, Christian action 
3 

central, and a rediscovery of the church is felt. One 

writer says: 

"Christmas is meant to remind us of the joy and peace 
which are possible to those who, in the midst of every 
calamity, follow the Lord Christ. . It tells us of 
the free Spirit that we follow, of humanity set free. 114 

The war is mirrored in three plays which are 
5 

published. One relates to democracy. Two others have 

. . . . 
1. Cf. "We Could Try That," Ja.nuary, 1942, p. 16. 
2. Cf. "We Could Try That," January, 1941, p. 13. 
3. Cf. Case, Adelaide Teague: "Keeping Christmas in 1942, 11 

December, 1942, p.6. 
4. Ibid. 
5. Of. Eastman, F1red: 11American Saint of Democracy, 11 

December, 1942, pp. 18-20, 38-39. 
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eternal life as their theme; one centers around an air 
1 

raid experience, and the other around a home where a son 
2 

is reportect 11 killed in action. 11 

( 5) ·Youth. The youth of the land and ?articularly of the 

church is a group that receives special emphasis. Summer 

activities is the most frequent theme. Summer conferences, 
3 

camps, training schools, exist in increasing numbers. 

They help to bridge the gap between the Sunday school and 
4 

the church of tomorrow and give the young people a unified 
5 

experience difficult to find else~Nhere. Special summer 

service is a comparatively new and open fielCl_ for young 
6 

people. Vacation church schools, work camps and youth 
7 

caravans are some of the possibilities. 

It is important to make young people feel that 

they really have a part in church interest and activities. 

The setting up of a youth budget which is planned and adopt
S 

ed by the young people has proved profitable. Another 

1. Of. Eastman, Fred: "Eternal Life," September, 1941, 
p-9· 17-19, 39. 

2. Of. Blanton, Catherine: 11 There Is No Death," March, 1943, 
pp. 19-20, 37. 

3. Of. "Summer Conferences, Camps and Training Schools," 
April, 1941, pp. 16-17. 

4. Of. Daniel, JoJ.->...n Irving: "Federate the Young People, 11 

February, 1943, p. 10. 
5. Of. Scotford, John R.: 11 If Xou 1 re Asked to Teach at a 

Summer Conference, 11 May, 1942, p. 24. 
6. Of. Widber, Mildred 0.: "Summer Service Needs Youth," 

April, 1941, pp. 12-13, 15. 
7. Of. 11Young People at Work, 11 Walter Towner, and Henry 

David Gray, November, 1941, pp. 6-7. 
8. "We Could Try ThEtt, 11 July-August, 1941, p. 16. 
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community experimented. with a federation of two small groups 
1 

of young people from different churches with success. 

Thes·e activities with others help make the church really 

meaningful for young people and. the young people real parts 

of the church. 

There is another special group of young people, 

young adults, that Chris tie.n ed.uca tion has become increasing-

ly aware of. This category includes young married couples 

and other young people who have for some reason assumed. 

positions of maturity. Young adult fellowships are being 
2: 

introduced in some churches, and others are having special 
3 

programs of some kind. for this. group. Often the group is 

limited to young married. couples who develop their program 

by their own resourcefulness, and who make a real contribu-
4 

tion to the life of the church and community. Young adults 
5 

have been called. the 11 lost generation 11 of the church, but 

they are being found.. 

(6) Laymen. Laymen in Christian education receive spe-

cial attention in the October 1941 issue of the Internation-

al Journal. Proper credit has not been bestowed on this 

1. Of. Daniel, op. cit. 
2. Of. Veh, Raymond M. : "Reaching Young Adults, 11 January, 

1941' p:0. 16-17. 
3. Of. Burdick, Bernice Foster; 11 They Iflus t 1 Feel the Need, 1 11 

June, 1942, p. 8. 
4. Of. Callahan, William E.: 11 The Fifty-Fifty Class," 

December, 1941, pp. 12, 32. 
5. Of. Veh, op. cit. 
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1 
group of workers,it is felt. Prominent laymen from the 

past and present are quoted on the inroort.:mce they attached 
2 

to Christian education. The challenge is to the church 

today to enlist laymen in its work. Principles basic to 

their enlistment are cited as productivity of projects, 

effective publicity, proper aporoach, and a-Dpee.l through 
3 

f~llowship. A later article reveals that in a_t least 
4 

some denominations men are organized and active. 

(7) Race relations. The relationship of one race to an-

other has come to the front in Christian education. In 
5 6 

the period_ from 1941-March 1943 pla;y-s and plans for 

special appeals to inter-racial friendship appear. New 

attitudes are created. througb activities such as inter-
7 

cultural festivals. 
8 

Race relations Sunday is especially 

obs.erved. Thus the Christian attitude of one race toward 

another is emphasized. 

(8) Rural life. Interestingly enough religion in rural 

communi ties is given specie_l attention. Not so much in 

l. Of. Shaver, Erwin L.: 11 The Lay Tea.ching .t.Iinistry, 11 

October, 1941, pp. 8-9. 
2. Of. "They Believec1 in Christian Education, 11 October, 

1941, pp. 10-13. 
3. Of. Throckmorton, J. Russell: "Seeing It Through With 

Laymen," October, 1941, p-o. 18-19. . 
4. Of. "Trends in I::Ien 1 s Work," July-JI ... ugust, 1942, pp. 18-19. 
5. Cf. Ba.nghe.m, I~.'Iary Dickerson: 11 No Pleasant Bread, 11 July

August, 1941, pp. 18-21. 
6. Cf. Bangl1am: "Inter-Racial Frienctship Plans, 11 Janue_ry, 

1942, pp. 18-19. 
7. Of. Gillilan, Elizabeth: "Sharing Ba ckgrouncLs, 11 February, 

1943, pp. 6-7. 
8. Cf. Dickers on, Irene A. : 11 Gifts of Beeut;;r, 11 January, 1942, 

p. 21. 
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one issue as scattered_ throughout the whole period. One 

note about curPent happenings states tha.t <:turing 1942 

ministers might "attend some 45 schools, institutes, grad-

uate courses, conferences, or camps ... and take a wide 

variety of courses leading to an understanding of the trends 
1 

and problems of modern country life." Rural Life Sunday 

observance is another note of awareness of the rural com-
2 

munity. 

Some of the things writers tell about rural 

churches are how worship is made more meaningful by beauti-
3 

fying the chancel of the church, and how a vesuer service 

with candle-light, music, and. a brief meditation enriches 
4 

the lives of the worshipers. Another article pictures 

the neect for help in some rural communi ties where because 

of weather, wor~ or other conditions children receive no 
5 

religious education. 

Activities of the rural church are also consider-

ed. Though some churches seem to ignore the community in 

which they are located, others are increasingly aware of 

their surroundings. There are some churches that are 

1. 111Nha t 1 s Eapuenin§·, 11 1-Iarch, 1942, p. 3:2. 
2. Cf. "Beautify Your Home," May, 1941, u. 18. 
3. Cf. lt"'~isher, E. B.: 11 The Rux•al Church Beautiful," Feb

rua_ry, 1943, p. 11. 
4. Cf ~ Gebhard_, Anna La.ura: 11 Worshi·o at Country Altars, 11 

July-August, 1941, pp. 11-12. -
5. Cf. Gilo_er, Eleanor Va.n: 11 Eeligion in Rural Communi ties, 11 

January, 1941, p. 12. 
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really "vi tali zing and giving direction anc1 meaning to 
1 

community life. 11 One such church accomplished. a great 

deal by instituting a graded church program. The main 

emphasis in this idea. is 11 tha t aclul ts, young people, and 
2 

children grow together in the church. 11 Children in that 

cr~urch have their own church council, and they are ·super-

vis ect by the correspo:q.ccing member of the actul t council. 

This church project has greatly increased participation in 

church activities and has given its community a broader 
3 

conception of the meaning of Christian education. 

The rural church has great potential strength. / 

It needs to be developed in many cases, but proof that it 

can be done is furnished by exa.mples of churches that are 

really growing. 

2. The Church in the Community 

No church can be completely separate from its 

community. In vacation and weekday schools, in its empha-

sis on Christian race relations, in its dealing with prob-

lems of young people, the church relates itself to the 

community. There is a growing community spirit,however, 

that more definitely ties it up with the community about 

1. Of. Rich, l'.1ark: 11 The Rure.l Church and Community Life," 
March, 1941, p. 14-15. 

2. Putt, Robert Mar·shall: "A Country Church Finds a Way 
Out," September, 1941, p. 9. 

3. Of. Ibid., pp. 9-10. 
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it. 

One of the aims of the United Christian Education 

Adva.nce is to have churches working together for a Chris-

tian community. Some churches and some communities are one 

in spirit I but it has been a gro\ving process. An examnle 

of this process is a woman who first oo·oosed union of 

women 1 s work in the local church, but VJho five years later 

felt it the only Christian move. She op·oosed formation of 

an intero.enominational council, but she came to see that 

social problems in the town could only be really dealt 

with by united action. Now the women have formeo. a Council 

of Church Women to unite in helping create a Christian 
1 

community. Also a union of all Protestant church women 
2 

called the United Council of Church Women is now a reality·' 

Another evidence of growing community conscious-

ness ancl interdenominational cooperation is shown in the 

union of two church schools working together under a 
3 

council. In another situation fifteen churches of the 

same· denomination' organized on a "city larger parish plan" 
4 

and are working together with great success. 

The church enriches community life by its contri-

1. Cf. Dexter 1 Harriet Harmon: ·"She Changed Her Mind -
Twice , " March, .1942 , pp. 6-7. 

2. Cf. 11 What 1 s Ha-opening," February, 1942, p. 32. 
3. Cf. "We Could Try That," July-August, 1941, p. 16. 
4. Cf. ·Muller, Carolyn Edna.: "A City Larger Parish Plan, 11 

·January, 1942 1 pp. 14-15. · 



-88-

1 
bution of members to community service or some civic 

2 
responsibility, and also by its stand on such social 

3 
issues as the liquor problem. 

Aware thett all churches are not conscious of the 

community situation in which they are located, there are 

nevertheless evidences of community action all about which 

give encouragement. 

3. The Church in a World at War 

Relation of the different phases of religious 

education to the war has been cited from time to time. 

This statement now concerns the direct relation of a 

church to its men in service and general war conditions. 

Many interclenominational commissions are at work on differ-

ent phases of the problems and most local churches partie-

ipate in the activities of these groups through their own 
4 

denomination. 

Another united service of the Protestant denom-

inations is the organization of a Service Men's Christian 

League. Its objectives are: 

11 1. To offer the chaplains of the armed forces a progra'TI 

1. Cf. 11 We Could Try That, 11 October, 1941, p. 14. 
2. Cf. Vogt, PaulL.: 11 The Church's Potential in Adult 

Education," February, 1942, pp. 11, 36. 
3. Cf. Eo.i torial: "Let Us :B1ctee the Facts About Liquor 111 

October, 1942, p. 3. 
4. Cf. Herriott, Ii'rank W. : "The Church at Work in Wartime, 11 

July-August, 1942, pp. 14-15, 33. 
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for men on active duty which may be used at their 
discretion. 

2. To provide a means of Christian fellowship, devo
tion, evangelism and education for the pur~ose of 
fortifying the service man's Christian life. 

3. To assist the man in service in maintaining his 
church affiliation and to prepare him for Christian 
citizenship in his community, nation and world when 
he returns to civil life. 

4. To provicLe for the chaplains and the men in the arm
ed services such help, devotional, evangelistic, 
educational and organizational, as may be required 
to enable the Service Men's Christian League to 
fulfill its ministry for Ohrist."l -

This is an important step ·in relating men in service to 

church life. 

Local churches have enterprises of their own such 

as a plan for keeping in touch with all the boys who go 1n 

service. This is done through letters from the pastor, 

the church school superintendent and others in the church, 

and through sending copies of the young people's magazine 

and church bulletin. Birthcl.e.ys are put in the church 

bulletin in advance and. people hs.ve the opportunity to 
2 

remember them with messages. The pastor has a real re-

sponsibility in ministering to men of draft age in his 
3 

church. 

In this manner the work of the church is carried 

on to serve its people no matter where they are. 

1. Editorial: "A Christian Fellowship for Service Men," 
December, 1942, u. 3. 

2. Of. "We Could Tr~ That," January, 1942, p. 16. 
3. Cf. Fagley, Riche.rd M. : 11 The Local Church cmd Men of 

Dre.ft Age, 11 January, 1941, pp. 14-15. . 
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4. Summary 

Activities through which the program of religious 

education in the local church is carried on are wide and 

varied. The tendency is toward_ correlating this variety, 

making the church a. well planned unit. Organization of the 

religious education program centered in a council helps 

make this possible. In this way the different agencies 

may fit together and places or subjects that need strength-

ening or emphasis can be tecken care of. There is much still 

to be done, but the church is reaching out to help in the 

community and in the world. 

D. The Home 

The church is awake to the importance of the home 

in Christian education for it is one of the three points of 

emphasis in the United Christian Education Advance. 

Christian Famlly Weex is uro-oosed as a 11 means of celling 

the attention of both church leaders and parents to the 
l 

basic place of the family in Christian nurture," and 

observances are planned for local churches. Suggestions 

include sermons on the Christian family, conferences of 

church school teachers and parents about their joint re-

sponsibility, observance of special 11 home nights," and 
2 

B'amily Nights at Church. It is said that 

1. "Christian Family Wee1';., 11 April, 1941, p. 17. 
2. Of. Ibid., p. 39. 
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111 Sinister economic <:met social forces have long been 
impairing family stability. These forces B.re aggravat
ed by a war economy. The threat to family life both 
from outward and from inward perils is one of the gravest 
aspects of the present emergency. 
111 Yet the princinles of love and service on which the 
family rests are' the only hope for a better worlCL 7'lhat 
builds and perfects familylife lays foundations for the 
Kingdom of God.' ul 

1. The family 

The first concern is with family relationships 

themselves. Before marriage is the time to begin. The 

church has a responsibility even here in 11 the development 
2 

of better Christian life and personality." By providing 

opportunities for making friendships and giving service, 

also in offering education in home life the church can 
3 

help form good family relationships. If young people 

learn from the church that mutual dependence, cooperation, 
4 

reverence, with religion implicit in all relationships 

is basic knowlec1ge for a hap~py marriage, then Christian 

education in the home has a foundation. This knowledge 

is often strengthened by one or more pre-marital interviews 
5 

with the minister. The church must not fail in these first 

responsibilities to the home. 

. . . . . . 
1. Editorial: 11 0hristian FB_mily Week, 11 Iviarch, 1942, p. 4. 
2. Cf. Dahlberg, Edwin T.: 11 The Church's Responsibility for 

Better Marriages, 11 Me.y, 1941, p. 14. 
3. Cf. Ibid., pD. 14-15. 
4. Cf. Wood, L. Foster: "A Christian View of Marriag:e, 11 

May, 1941, pp. 10-11. 
5. Cf. Dahlberg, op. cit. 
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Cooperation between the church and the home after 

it is est2blished is essential. A service of home dedica-

tion may be desirable and may be very meaningful to the 

participants. Suggestions for such a service are prepared. 

The whole problem of Christian education as relat-

ed to the home is being re-thought. Writers are saying 

that the major effort should be shifted from the pulpit to 
2 

the home. Yt'nile' the home seems little concerned about 

its responsibilities, the church's own attitude has perhaps 

contributed to this condition. By its church-centered 

program with no real provision for a parents' part in plan-

ning; by lack bf lesson materials designed for joint home 

and church use; a .. nd by sometimes· considering a class, a 

depa"rtment, or the church a.n end in itself, the church has 

1 

indicate~ that Christian education is its own responsibility. 

Parents will be more likely to acceut their responsibility 
3 

if the church sets the example. 

The very celebration of Christian Family Week is 

evidence that atten1pts are being made to meet this si tue.tion. 

The A<1vance has set some elementary goals for family achieve-

ment including: 

11 1. A Bible in every home (and used, it is hoped). 

1. Cf. "We Could TI'Y That, 11 May, 1941, p. 19. 
2. Cf. Har·oer, G. Shepard: "Parents Face_ New Horizons, 11 

July-August, 1941,- p. 14, quoting Professor Sa.muel L. 
Hamilton 

3. Of. Editorial: 11 Just a Matter of Viewnoint, 11 May, 1941, 
p. 3. 
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2. A ten percent increase in the number of families 
having family worship. 

3. A regular parent's class in every congregation. 
4. At least four sermons on the Christian home by 

each pastor during the year."l 

Iviaterials for use in the home are being prepared, 

particularly suggestions for family worship, and literature 
2 

on various phases of home life is being displayed. Even 

a neea. for new hymn writers whose hymns will consider the 
3 

home is suggested. 

Orie church conducted a project with twenty two 

couples, all parents, in which visits were made to the 

homes. Twelve possible activities for improving the reli-

gions aspect of the home were suggested_ from which each 

family chose two or three. Material hel~s on the different 

activities were supplied. Appreciation for this interest 

was evidenced by the parents. Every home accepted respon-

sibility for some activity and fifteen couples signed for 
4 

a "Parent's Study Class." 

Another outstanding project in adult education 

was a School for the Family held once a week for six weeks. 

A speaker presented some genera.l problem, small discussion 

groups formed in which all had an oo·oortuni ty to participate. 

Then the whole group joined in a forum with the speaker. 

. . 
1. Philli-os, Harold. L.: "A Church-wide Advance for Christian 

Homes,] December, 1942, p. 16 . 
. 2. Of. Ibid. 
3. Of. ECJ.itorial, Aoril, 1941, p.4. 
4. Of. Harper: 11 Parents Fe.ce New Horizons, 11 July-August, 1941, 

p. 15. 
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The success of this groun was assured by the outcomes to -1 ·-

which it contributed. 

The need is for a "family centered parish program." 

The above renorts are steps in that direction. Tl1e church 

is increasingly aware that "every family is a comn.1unity 
3 

where a new generation will be won or lost to Christianity" 

and is doing something about it. 

2. The Family in a 1Norld at War 

In 1942 Protestants celebrated Christian Family 

Week. This year the observance is "National F'amily Week, 11 

and includes the three religious comnunions of the land. 

The Office of Civilian Defense is urging its support and is 
4 

cooperating with sponsoring groups. Program and guidance 

materials have lie en prepared. dealing with problems of e. 
5 

family in war time. "The purpose of National Family 

Week is the spiritual strengthening of family life to meet 

successfully the war-time and post-war conditions which 
6 

tend to menace and disrupt families." This purpose is 

echoed in conferences and local plans from various sources. 

. . . . 
1. Of. Schmidt, J. P. : 11 :B'lnding and Meeting Family Needs, 11 

September, 1941, p~. 12-13. 
2. Of. Lentz, Riche.rd. E.: "Family CentereCl. Parish Program," 

May, 1941, p. 16. 
3. Ibid .. 
4. Of. Editorial: "National Family Week Incmgura.ted, 11 

March, 1943, p. 4. 
5. Of. 11 F'amily Week, 11 Earch, 1943, p. 17. 
6. Editorial: "National Family 1Veek Inaugurated, 11 March, 

1943, p. 4. 

2 
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The family is in special need at this ti~e because of war 

work disruptions of family life, lack of religious provisions 

in newly settled and crowded areas, hastened marriages follow-

ed by separation, emotional tensions of children and adults , 
..L. 

caused by war time influences. Particularly is the need 

for security in the home felt in considering children. One 

teen agee_ girl said, 11 We are too young to have much fa,i th, 

mother. We haven't lived long enough. But we feel secure 
2 

because you feel secure. 11 The attitude of parents is all 
3 

important in the reaction of the child. 11 Democracy looks 

to the family for the welfare of its children," Katharine 

F. Lenroot says in reporting that the theme of the last 

White House Conference centered around the function of the 
4 

families of children in a democracy. The Christian family 

has the resources which can make their welfare secure. To 

keep the feeling of a haven, of security in a family circle 

requires 

11 only whe_t the Christian home normally provides anyway: 
an unfaltering trust in the Father of all; reliance upon 
a universe in which finally, under God, love does rule 
and prevail; an understanding of and commitment to the 
Christian meaning and purpose of life. 110 

1. Of. 11 The :.'Tar Affects the Home, 11 December, 1942, p. 14. 
2. Bainton, Ruth Woodruff: "Christian Homes in War Time," 

February, 1943, p. 17. 
3. Cf. Ibid.' D. 16. 
4. Of. "Democracy Looks To the Family," May, 1941, p_9. 6-7. 
5. "The War Affects the Home, 11 December, 194;2, p. 14. 
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3. Surmnary 

The home is indeed a vital center of Christian 

education. On its success de?ends much of the success of 

eny succeeding generation. The church must help to make 

marriages more successful. It must plan its program in 

relation to the home. Especially in times of war the home 

is test eo_ and_ ti.1e church may hel·o rnalte it a better ')la.ce 

for boys and girls to grow. 

E. The Message of Religious Education 

Religious education is carried on today in a diver-

sified program. Ylhat is the 'nessage that this prosram seeks 

to impart to all the w·orld? 

1. The Message of Today 

Religious education today is challenged by new 

waves of thought which break, in a measure, across the 

usual flow. There is e. new emphasis, a 11 neo-orthoo_oxy 11 

which combines 11li beral Bible scholarship with Funcl..a.mental-
1 

ist authoritarianism and a medijevc:l doctrine of human nature. 11 

Rapid spread of this trend of thought ·endangers the place 

of education, it is felt. The Christian educator is exhort-

ed to stand firm on the conviction that Christian education 

is the best wa.y found_ 11 of working with God, in accordance 

1. Of. Edi tor:ial: "The Returning Sinner Cballeng·es Chris tien 
Ed.ucation, 11 July-August, 194l, -o. 3. 



-97-

with the conditions he has set in hume.n nature and in so
l 

ciety for the rer1emption of both. 11 However the "return-

ing sinner" doee souncl some wc:crning notes for Christian 

education. Some timely cautions are: 

11Let us be more ex-olici t in the contre_s'ts which we draw 
between the life of the Christian and that of the non
Chris ti.s_n. Let us d_evelop Chris tie.n co<les of conduct 
which will helu make the sense of ~uilt and sin very 
concrete and e~plicit, and the rem~dy clear. Let us draw 
an intelligent distinction between nersons who are sinful 
and those who are mentally sick, and prescribe according
ly. Let us use religion as a therapeutic rather than as 
a Patholo~ical force. Let us teach for a verdict. Le~ 
us-deal with the feelings as well as with mere ideas."~ 

These cross currents are reflected ag·ain in a 

criticism e_nd reply centered_ a.bout a bool~, Faith and_ Nurture, 

by H. Shelton Smith. The criticism says that the author 

writes from a nee-orthodox noint of view which would deny 
3 

the progress of religious education. The reply states 

that both 

11 tra.di tion~'l li bere.lism and the newer theology are 
open to criticism, end that neither total rejection of 
the former nor the entire acceutance of the latter can 
be regarded as a constructive solution of the uresent 

- . 1 problerrr of ?rotes te_nt nurture. IlL..: 

There is agreement t:o.at some changes need to be made in 

Christian educe .. tion cmd. that "Christian educe~tion is now 
5 

facing a re-thinking of its place in the church." 
0 • • • • • 

1. Editorial: "The Returning Sinner Challenges Christian 
Education," July-August, 1941, p. 3. 

2. Ibid., p. 4. 
3. Of. Bower, W. C.: 11 Has Christian EducGction Depe.rted From 

the :&1 &-i th, 11 December, 1941, po. 3, 32. 
4. Smith, H. Shelton, 11 A Reply to Dr. Bower, 11 January, 1942, 

p •. 3. 
5. Of. Editorial: 11 Eow Liberal Is Christian Education," 

February, 1942, p. 3. 



-98-

In recognition of this renewed emnhasis on theology 

the International Journal began in January 1943, "a series 
1 

of statements of nersonal faith for religious educators." 

The first of these statements is "The World's Shortest, 
2 

Wisest Creed," based on the Lord's Prayer. The two follmv-
4 3 

ing are "I Believe in God," and 11 I Believe in Jesus Christ." 

Those yet to be published incluO.e "I Believe in the Holy 

Spirit," "I Believe in the Kingdom of God, 11 and similar 

themes. Plans for includin~ articles dealing with the 

"significant relation between one's faith ano_ his service" 
5 

are also planned for future issues of the Journal. 

A special iss·ue on "eva .. ngelism through religious 
6 

education" speaks for the im~ortant nlace given this sub-

ject in the n~essa.ge today. "Evangelism is the 1 earnest 
7 

effort to spread the gospel of Christ.' 11 Though different 

emphases at different times have characterized this gospel 

"evangelism is generElly un<1erstood today to dean bringing 

p~rsons of all ages, races and conditions into a vital 
8 

relation 'With Jesus Christ. 11 Articles deal with what the 

1. Cf. Editorial: "What Do You Believe? 11 January, 1943, n.4. 
2. Palmer, Albert W., January, 1943, u. 5. 
3. Gibson, George M., February, 1943, p. 5. 
4. Branscomb, Harvie, March, 1943, p. 5. 
5. Cf. Editorial: 11 Wha.t Do You Believe?" January, 1943, p.4. 
6. January, 1943. 
7. 11 Evangelism Through Religious Ectuca.tion," January, 1943, 

p. 6. 
8. Ibid. 
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1 
plan of salvation is, with the ulace of conversion in 

2 
religious eclucation, with emotional develoDm.en t through 

3 
religious education, and other related subjects. 

2. Religious Education Tomorrow 

11 What is going to hao:::en religious education in 

the next fifteen years? What do you think will be the 
. 4 

major chan12~es in emphasis, wha"t the g:enera_l trend.s? 11 A 

number of religious leaders have answered these questions 

from th~ir points of view. Their answers ap)ear in the 

Inter-national Journal from September 1942 to March 1943. 

Some ot these opinions follow. 

One Wl''i ter feels that emphasis on 11 the specific 

charcccter of Christiani ty 11 will increa.se in the future for 

modern education has been too little concerned with Chris-

tian tradition's special contribution because of its 

supreme interest in 11 showing the reality of religion in 
5 

the affairs of every cLay. 11 11 The need is felt of relating 

Christian teaching to do .. ily life but also of making clear 
6 

just \Vhat the contribution of this tracLi tion is. 11 This 

l. Of. Powell, Wilfreo. E.: "Wne.t Is the Plan of SalvBtion?" 
January, 1943, p~. 6-7. 

2. Of. La.ymon, Charles ril. : 11 There Is a. Pla.ce for Conversion, 11 

January, 1943, pp. 8-9. 
3. Of. '\Yilliams, Lillian: 11 Tea.ching· Them To Feel, 11 January, 

1943, pp. 10-11, 3~. 
4. Editorial: "The Next Fifteen Years," September, 1942, 

p. 4. 
5. Of. McGregor, D. A.: 11 The S-oecific Character of Chris

tianity," September, 1942, :9. 4. 
6. Ibid_. 
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1Nri ter feels that pressure from wi tb.in the church and from 

the social life of the nation will be exerted in that 

direction. From the church because of the lack cited, and 

from society because all social institutions will be 
1 

scrutinized for their worth, for their specific function. 

He says: 

"I think that we may look forward to a new emphasis on 
the specific character of the Christian religion, and 
on the difference that this makes in social life. Then 
we will use our best modern methods to make these real 
in ex9erience. u2 

· Another expectation is that in the next fifteen 

years the major change in Christian education will be 
3 

toward a 11 clarifica-cion of intention. 11 The relation of 

Christian education to the nroblems of race, of class, of 

wealth and poverty, of real democracy is not agreed. Even 

our ideas of the nature of man and God and the nature of 

salvation are not unified. Therefore, though it will not 

likely be complete in fifteen years, the trend will be 

toward a clarification of purpose in these resuects. 

"An unparalleled sea.rch for a more authentic 
4 

frE;J:E;v:ork of Christian nurture" is in the immectiate future, 

another writer says, for moral foundations are shaking and 

1. Cf. McGre£Cor, on. cit. 
2. Ibid. ~ . 
3. Cf. Coe, George C. : "Cla.rif:Lce tion of Intention, 11 

October, 1942, u. 4. 
4. Cf. Smith, H. Shelton: "New Dimensions of Faith, 11 November, 

1942, p. 4. 
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the new interest in Christian theology challenges both 

11 conventional· liberalism" and. 11 tra.r1i tional orthod.oxy. 11 

The expectation that Protestant nurture will be rooted in 

"more fund.amental structures of Christian faith 11 and that 

this will result in 2:rowin,£( rr ecumenical fellowshi ·o 11 and 
~ ... ~ -

1 
11 more radical social actionrr is the picture for tomorrow. 

A more im9ortant part in secular affairs by use 

of public discussion perhaps ELlso resulting in more unity 
2 

within the church, one leader thinks is ahead. 

Dwight L. Bradley says: 

rrThe specie.l job of Cb.ristian education is to provide 
a theological foundation and an ethical discipline 
capable of creating competent persons for revolutionary 
action under all conditions, in terms of the kingdom of 
God a.nd in loyalty to the ideal of the kingdom of GocL u3 

Toward performing this ta.sk Christian ecluca tion will travel, 

becoming more functiona.l, but alEc more theolo~~ical and 
- 4 

Hmore stringently ethica.lrr as e_ basis for itE activity. 

The church is discovering Christian educa.tion and 

the two are becoming unified. If this unity recognizes 

the i1:1portance of' real fa.i th expressed in life the chEmge 
5 

'riill be go oct. 

1. Cf. Smith, op. cit. 
2. Cf. Denn;y·, G~eorge V. : "Facing Seculc:n· Problems, 11 December, 

-1942, p. 4. 
3. uMore Functional -More Theological -More Ethical,rr 

January, 1943, p. 4. ~ 
4 .. Of. Ibid. 
5. Cf. Stock, Harry Thomas: 11 .An ·.All-Church Approach, 11 

February, 1943, p. 4. 
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11 The next fifteen years will probably ctecide the 

issue between education conceived of as a democratic process 
1 

or as one of dogmetic indocrination. ~ This decision will 

be as pertinent for Christian ec1ucation as for secular. 

Though there will be strong tempta.tion to employ the latter 

means it is ho-ped the.t the majority of churches will use 

11 a scientific and. reverent teacher-learner search for 
spiritual tru~h, employing the experience of the uast 
as a ¥uidepost and not a hitching post - confident 
that there is more lir-:ht yet to break forth from God 1 s 
worcL 1 n2 -

In the future Christian educe~ion will stress 

worsh.i9, evangelism, teaching the Bible, the history, 

nattn'e encl function of' the church in order to jud§::e c:md 
3 

guide the affairs of the ~resent day. 

In a growine; community unlt, the church must 

cooperate and contribute religion and Christian teaching 
4 

instead of holding aloof from its surroundings. 

These are the opinions of leaders in the field 

of religious education. They picture for the future a 

greater concern for the foundations and structure of 

Christianity, a more unified defining of Durpose, anc a 

closer relation of this foundation and structure through 

1. Shaver, Erwin L.: "Democratic Process or Indoctrination? 11 

March, 1943, p.3. 
2. Ibid. 
3. Of. :SicRae, Glenn: 11 Concerneci With the Affairs of the Day, 11 

March, 1943, p.4. 
4. Of. Landers, ?hiliD 0. : 11 Becominp; a Pa.rt of the Community," 

March, 1943, p. 4. 
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the purpose to problems of present day life. 

3. Religious Education and a New World Order 

Religious education is concerned with the commu-

nity and the world in the days to coBe, particularly the 

kind of world we have after the war. 

a. Basis for a new world order. A recent pub..., 

lication reflecting social.trends reveals that religion 
1 

comes fifth in the scale of values. This writer points 

to the ideal situation where religious values come first. 

It is toward a righting of this scale that Christian edu-

cation should work as a basis for a new world order. This 

is aptly stated in an article by The ArchbishOl) of York 

referring to the MBlvern Conference. He sa.ys of that 

meeting, 

»we met on the basis of an agreement that the Christian 
doctrines of Goa_ a.nd of .Man are fundamental to any 
Christian social enterprise. Our concern with the 
economic system of our .. country was not to ask·Does it 
work? nor even Is it just? but Hpw far does it express 
or conceal that relationshiP between Ivian and God_ ~:md 
between one man and another which the C:rmrch is commis
sioned to proclai~ as alone right and true?»2 

It is important that democracy and Christianity 

be not equated as their relationship is examined even though 

democracy must have s-oiri tual foundations a.nd Christian 

1. Of. Editorial: »Putting Religious Values First,» February, 
, 1942, p. 4, referring to Todd: Social Norms and the 

Behavior of College Students. -- --
2. 11 The Spirituel Founcie. tions of Liberty," January, 1942, 

p. 8. 
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doctrines do suooort a democratic way of life. However 

to give real sniritual undergirding to democracy tt is 

importa.nt to em-oloy it in relationships. It is good to 

see that the local church is or becomes a 11 thoroughly 
1 

democratic group. 11 It. is also i::roorte"nt to realize that 

democracy may not be defended by instruments of war alone, 

but must be preserved on the basis of the Hester-Teacher's 
2 

ulan given twenty centuries ago. 

b. Present steos to take. With this basis for 

thought and stud_y there are some things being done or that 

can be done now. The realization that the Christian 

church in its message he_s the answer to the problem of 
3 

real oeace, and that throue:;h a Christian fellowship that 
4 

message may be snread to the community is basic. This 

helps bring to mind that peace must begin 11 in our town" if 
5 

it is to begin at .sJ.l. Study groups are warned tl1.a t post;.. 

war study and post-war ~lanning are different and that 

while study is for local groups in relation to the world, 

the local situation must be recognized as 11 syrnptoms of the 

1. Of. Eo.itorial: "Democracy in Action, 11 March, 1942, p. 3. 
2. Of. Editorial: 11 Dynamite or Dynamos,·" October, 1941, p.3. 
3. Of. Taylor,· F'lorence Ivi. : 11A Progra.m of Peace Ecluca:tion, 11 

November, 1942, p. 8. 
4. Of. McDonald, J.-W.: "To Serve the Present Ag·e, 11 April, 

1942, p. 11. 
5. Of. Pope, Lis ton: "Peace in Our Twon, 11 May, 1942, pp. 

22-23, 37. 
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1 
international disease." Recognition of this fact in 

action saw laborers, farmers, and the church get together 

in one community to use Christian ways of solving differences. 

c. The steps ahead. Then in orc1er to "build 

anew" religious leaders are setcing goals, stating needs 
3 

which ·ooint tovvaro. tomorrow. Young people in conferences 

are outlining action for special grouos, for nlan~in~ on 

college campuses, and tor investigating channels of recon-
4 

struction. Writers are saying that secular and church 

education must unite in ournose to prenare cit1z~ns for a 
5 

world order. 

For Christian education and tomorrow's world 

Bishop Paul B. Kern says that America must realize its 

own fe.ilures in .living the Christian faith. "We he.ve 

1 drives for everything else, 1 fl he says. 
6 

a campaign for Goc1. 11 

4. Summary 

"America needs 

The place of Christian education in the church is 

1. Cf. Abernethy, Bre.dford S. : "Study Groups, Beware," 
November, 1942, pn. 12-13. 

2. Of. Bouwman, J. Burt: "Laborers, Farmers, and the 
Church," Nove;!lber, 194;3, no. 14, 33. 

3. Of. "The Voice of Religion- on the New \Yorlo. Order, 11 

November, 194;2, n:. 6-7. 
4. Cf. Harbison, Jean Humuhreys: "Com:ni tted to Bv.ild Anew ! 11 

November, 1942, P'J. 10-11. 
5. Of. Poteat, Edwin EcNeill: "Pre·oarinc; Citizens for a 

C:-nristic:m :ilorld, 11 Iviarch, 194;~, pp. 8:9. 
6. "Ohristie.n Educa"Gion and Tomorrow's ".7orld, 11 Aoril, 1942, 

D1). 6-7. 

2 
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being re-thought today. There is a new concern for 

theology which some writers think will greatly influence 

Christian education in the coming years. W".Dile some lead-

ers look forward to this effect, others stress the i:npor-

tance of the present position of Christian education and 

hope that the bes~ in the two tren&s may be combined. 

Christian education especially needs to be strong in these 

days and the days ahead to take its place in building 

foundations for the world of tomorrow. 

F. Summary 

Religious education is launching out on a three 

year plan for Advance which includes the home, the church 

and the com:-:1uni ty. This Advance he.s been well planned 

and provision is ma.de for wic1e publicity. The program is 

adapting itself to meet war conditions in many divergent 

situations. All phases of the religious education program 

are part of this plan. The church school, the week-day 

school, the vacation church school, leadership training 

enterprises are being evaluated and expanded. New ways of 

meeting unexpected situ&tions due to war conditions are 

being found. Some fields that have been rather neglected. 

and some new fields are being emphasized. These are 

suggestive of the fact tha-;:; the church is reaching out into 

the community and into the world. There is a new sense of 

the imnortence of the hone being felt and the church is 

including the home and f~mily in its nlans to a larger 
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extent. 

This is a period of change. The war is indicative 

of a crisis in many fields. The place of Christian edu

cation is being re-thought too. The snecific character and 

contribution of Christianity is being brought to the front 

in relation to the part Christian education can play in the 

world today and the world tomorrow. 
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CHAPTER IV 

A COIVI?&"S.ISON OF P.ELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

IN 1918-1919 

WITE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN 1941-lvlll.RCH 1943 

A. Introduction 

Twenty five years ela9sed between the beginning 

of the first period of religious education studied and the 

end of the last one. !J..,rom World War I to ';'iorld War II 

what changes he.ve te.ken place in the field of religious 

educacion? In what respects has it remained about the 

same? To make a clear comparison five subjects will be 

considered and the two periods placed side by side that 

the likenesses and the differences may stand out. The 

five subjects of comparison will be the organizational 

framework, agencies in the curriculum, social relationships, 

consciousness-of ·war, and the basic message of religious 

education. 

B. Organizationa.l Framework 

Two outstanding organizations direct religious 

education work in 1918-1919. The International Sunday 

School Association is an undenominational body. This 

Association adopted a very inclusive educational policy. 

It provides for a system of religious schools, for leader

ship training, for establishment of standards. However it 

leaves denominations .out almost entirely. The Sunday School 

-108-
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Council which is a denominational agency with much the 

same function as the Interna~ional body sharoly disagrees 

with this pronosed nlan. Out of this disagreement ar~s~ 

a collaboration of committees from each of these organiza-

ticns, and the indication is that a proposal by this joint 

committee will be modified and accepted by the two bodies, 

t '•u!:; "oe · · ·~ · · n. · 1.. ·'-' 'f:~lu:.1l ~ a new era in cooperation for the work of 

religious educa~ion. This tendency toward unity is indicat-

ed agai~ by the 4iscontinuance of the ?ilgrim ~agazine of 

Religious Education in Seotember 1919, and the publication 

of the Church School which is a coonerative venture of the 

Cong:re&_:e.tionalists, t£1e :rethocUst E-oiscopal Church North, 

and the Methodist EpiscoDal Church South. 

This tendency toward cooperative organization is 

seen also in the l·ocel church 1vhere a nle.n of coEEnunity 

organization is sug ested and is in operation in some in-

stances. It func·;~ions under e. ConFmn:L ty Council and promotes 

plans for rel~gious education. Reli~:Lous eduaators are say-

ing that the field- of r·eligious education involves t~1e 

whole life and it need.s a united. reliE:ious com:nuni ty to 

function best. The agen~ies of the church must un:Lfy and 

sell the :Ldea to the community, they feel. Together they 

must develor) scientific bases for the progre,m. 

Today this initial effort of cooperative function-

ing finds a matured organization in the International Ociuncil .. 
of Religious Educat:Lori which sPrve~.- ~·oo,,t fo~·r o~enom1'n t" _ __ _ - c. J '-'· _.. lJj • ·- • a lOllS. 
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This service has been going on for about twenty years. The 

Inte~national Journal of Religious Education is its official 

publication and this Journal is en outg-r·owth of The Church 

School which was just be§inning in 1919. The International 

Council's annual meeting brings together people em?loyed as 

workers in the field of religious education f~om all over 

the country. In 1942 in con~ection with this ille~ting a 

Le.y Conference waE also held, thus providing for those not 

professionally employed. At this meeting a movement called 

the United Christian Education Advance was launched. 

Throug'l1 the denomine,tions t::,is Acivance seeks to move forwarcL 

the program of Christian education. This is a new venture 

in its degree of unity, in its inclusiveness, and in its 

provision for influencing p«blic oninion. In.addition to 

the Interna~ional Council affiliation, the denominations 

have their Boards of Education. State councils are func

tioning and Christian youth is organized in a Christian 

Youth Council of North America. County, city, and local 

councils of religious education are part of the organiza

tional framework. In the local church the co1.mcil or 

committee, or boe_rd of r~lig'ious eCi.ucation is tJ:te hub 

around which the proGram revolves. 

The extent and ~nity of todajs organization far 

exceeds that of the earlier period. More provision is made 

for local organization and local units are more uniform in 

structure. 
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C. A~encies in the Curriculum 

Organizational framework exists only for the 

purpose of helping to cerry on cert&in work. The execution 

of the progre.m is the next ste·o and is a very -iill?)Orte,nt 

one. The church school is the chief at~:ency through which 

reli§;ious education is carried on. There e.re signs tl:12,t 

it is advs.ncing: towe_rct E: .. modern-graded, socie.l-looking 

organization. New organizational divisions corresnonding 

to public school grouping are introduced. Federated class

es, and class organizstions are contributing to the effec

tiveness of the ·work. Needs that are recognized are close 

cooperation of all church ·workers end the welCting. of rival 

societies and clubs into one educational unit - the church 

school. The ti~e avs.ilable for religious training is 

recognized as inadec~uete. Eve.luation by one hundred pupils 

of the Sunday school reveals a need for social activities, 

trained and reEul2r teachers, and onnortunities to show 

ree,lly the practice.l ap·Jlica tion of the work done. Though 

the home is said to be a major influence in the life of the 

child, little reference is ~ade to it in nlanning the pro

gram. Good leadership is one of the greatest needs. The 

pastor's leadership and a revision of young peonle 1 s work 

are two other needs for the religious educa~ion work of 

1918-1919. 

The church anpears as 3ore largely R unit, with 

various parts contributing to the total program in 1941-
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1943. The church school is still the main organ, but oth-

er branches show much greater clevelopment. Weekday reli-

gious education is prominent both in practice and discussion. 

Use of the vacation church schoo~ has spread. Leadership 

is as much needed as ever and efforts, such .s.s the use of 

dedication services~ are being made to emPhasize the sig-

nificance of the work. Because of such large profession-

alization of the work a trend toward appreciation and en-

listment of leymen is evident. More use b.&~s been made of 

the sum;ner as a time for conferences, camps , schools, and 

youth projects such as youth caravans, and work camps. 

D. Social Relationships 

The church is not a unit entirely apart, but is 

related in some measure to the community in wb~ch it exists. 

Social relationships in 1918-1919 include a study of the 

Americe.n girl and her communi t~· with special em,oh.s.sis upon 

needs for reform, for ins·oire. tion, for leB.Cl.ershL). The 

American Missionary Association is carrying on work with 

all re.ces in the American republic, and the church is 

raising its voice against alcohol, citing the effects of 

prohibition where it is in effect. Other social relation-

ships of importance are directly connected with the war and 

will be cited in that relation. 

The demand for increased social vision is a strong 

note in the basic message of religious education in the 
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early period. Today the United Christian Education 

AdvEmce places the home and tr1e community along with the 

church in its olan for the Actv~mce of Ct.tristian ed.ucation. 

Tllis new em-ohasis on the relationship to the home is one 

of the most striking elements of eoml)e.rison. Emphasis in-

eludes relationships within the family. The Christian view 

and.responsibility in marriage with an analysis of what 

m.akes marriages hanny is one consic1era. tion. Young married 

couDles occupy a new place of imnortance in the program of 

the church. Classes a!ld acti vi tiee of their own sup·olement 

their work with other groups. The life of the home, includ-

ing worship, attitudes, and responsibility in training 

children is stressed. Celebration of Christian Family Week 

is a gooo_ exa.:nple of the nev,' em:nl!.a.sis on the inmortance of 

the home. All of these activities have a place in the 

accomplishment of tha~ goal of the United Christian Edu-

cation Advance, to reach every nerson with Christian teach-

ing, the home being one of the noints of attack. 

An increasin§:· Envereness of the community is also 

seen in the plans for the Advance as well as in other ways. 

Many religious education programs are organized on a com-
. 

munity basis and community enterprises such as recreation 

programs, and hobby programs are in effebt. 

Race relations is a prominent consideration in the 

social field tod.ay. So:-;1e ste1)S are being taken to im1)rove 

conditions. Migrant camns are problems which religious 
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education programs are helping. Plays celebrating Chris-

tian holidays are written to show parallels between the 

time of Christ and the present calling attention to our 

weaknesses in social structure. Consnicuous because of 
I 

its repetition is a protee.t ageinst liquor by the church. 

These are some of the foundations being laiC for building 

a new world. 

E. Consciousness of War 

Since both oeriods studied fall at the time of 

World War, an imoorta.nt point of cornpa.rison is the conscious-

ness of war manifested. The interest of the church is most 

naturally in relation to the men in service. In 19l8-1919 

this interest consists mainly of letters, gifts, remembrances 

on speciel occe.sions, keening the home church informed, 

onere ting service c.lubs, furnishing CEunp s-peakers end home 

entertainment and stip~orting war agencies. In the present 

period these suggestions are reueated with exuressed need . 

for ct definite ·olen. Acldi tional cn.eans of service available 

now include extension of facilities of the Religious Film 

Association to ca~os and chaplains. The newest steu is the 

organization of a Service Men 1 s Chriscian League. The 

main organization will be locel units organized 11 with the 

consent of or on the initiative of the chapla.ins, and will 
1 

be under their direction. 11 

1. Cf. Editorial: 11 A Chris ·ct.~m Fellowship for Service Men, 11 

December, 1942, p. 3. 
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The wi tnes·s of the church in we.r time iS an im

portant consideration. It must include love for the 

enemies and must keep the purpose for fighting ever clear -

that of fighting for a better world. The Sunday school is 

exhorted to keep its work going and to enlist more recruits 

in the service of God for the past contribution of this 

agency is recognized in the armed forces. 

Today leaders are asked to weigh the im:)ortance 

of their work in the church, es~ecially in the face of 

dem~nds being made in government service. New leaders are 

being challenged by the importance and need of the work, 

and some leaders are becoming more efficient through train

ing and a renewed sense of responsibility. The great need 

in defense Bnc1 ca.mp communi ties is being: partially met by 

religious education programs suited to the special area, 

and Je.pe.nese s tucLent relocation is being atte;npted. The 

church is challenged to put Christian democratic principles 

to worl"- in the family, the church, the community where they 

are not already existing. The program of Christian youth 

is being adapted to war time needs, and the International 

Journal of Religious Education has plans for further adapt

ing its messe-ze to include the Lrmact of' the wc:u' B.nd how 

to meet it now and later. 

Again, in the early period, the war is teaching 

greater dependence on the realities of religion such as 

God's need of man, man's de~endence on God, the eternal 
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worth of the soul, and the hope and nromise of a better 

world. The exnression of tbese belie.fs will be found in 

a truer conception of Christ in all relationships. Ex-

pression in all relationships de~ands spiritual courage 

e.nd a ne\-rJ enrohasis on community relac;ionshins and_ the 

individual's responsibility for a new social order. Not 

11 What can I do to be seved? 11 but 11 Wha.t ca.n I do to serve 
1 

others? 11 is the order of the c1ay. 

In 1943 the church faces a difficult task, but it 

must know that democracy and civilization are not defended 

alone by armaments; every Christian layman has the message 

that will cha.nge the world. War is only an as"!)ec-s of the 

crisis facing the world; culture is on trial; religious 

ve.lues must be eleveted anc3_ mo..cte central. Europec.n 11 crisis 

theology'' which emphasizes the sovereignty of God and the 

sinfulness of ~an is gaining prominence in America. While 

it sounds some notes of warning for Christian education it 

must not be e.llowed to erase the educa'~ionel gains of the 

pa.s t years. 

The conception of the ~ost war world in the first 

period ma.kes the church res)onsi ble for building moral 

foundations for a new structure. The churches must 

cooperate for the task. It is conceived. as lare·ely an 

an educational process which will emnhasize social ethics. 

1. Editoria.l: 11 The Chant:ing Emphasis, 11 July, 1919, p. 197, 
from Lyman Abbott, in The Outlook. 



-117-

Likewise today a great deal is said about ueace 

and a new world. The only sound foundation is a fundamental 

structure of Christianity on which rests the building for 

peace and. a new wo:.-:"ld. This building must be2_:ln in tLe 

local situation for there are all the eymutoms of the world 

disease. Disci~line of sDiritual living is reouired for 

this building. 

Social projects in the early war ~eriod concern 

Armenian religf and food conservation at home. Today little 

mention of such factors is made in the magazine of religious 

ed.ucation, thoug·h food. for Europe is referred to. 

Two regions where consciousness of the war ~oday 

are noted were not prominent before. The effect of the 

war on the family is a strong consideration of religious 

education today. The family is affected by the war es

pecially as its children lose the feeling of security. 

Families are broken and lives disruoted and the child is 

affected unless Christian resources are drawn u~on to supply 

this need for security. Tne children will control the uost

war world. They must learn not to hate, to be tolera.n t; 

they ':.mst have a feeling of security and. love. 

The effect of the war on world Christian education 

is the other new area of concern. This evi~ence of concern 

on a global scale illustrates the growing sense of unity of 

all Christians. This is a time of testing, but the wbrk 

is going on in suite of the war. The new conce~tion of 

missions joins ~he hands of Christians all around the world. 
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Today it seems tha:t religious education is more 

conscious of the long time effects of the war than pre-

viously, and it is attempting to take care of the_problems 

in so far as possible. 

F. The Basic Message of Religious Education 

The real basis for all this work of religious edu-

cation is found in its real message. To.internret Jesus 

Christ by knowing Him personally, by studying His life, and 

by expressing it in daily living is the teacher's task. 

Witness to His message of Fatherhood of God and the brother-

hood of man as well as to the endlessness of life. Incul-

cate His spirit of self-sacrifice in service, His gospel 

of social obligation into the lives of the youth. Y!rake His 

cause ~:u1d. secrif·ice for it in the service of ma.nkind a.S. 

ch~llenging as the call of the wa.r. Rele_te the highest 

ideals of man to Christ. Only the imnortance of service 

for God and humanity e_s recorded in Hebrews eleven is 
1 

sufficient for the nresent day. The world needs a direct-

ed sense cf honor, justice, and ri~ht which is God insuir-

ed. It should reveal itself in the accentance of an ad-

venture of faith with God in a life of ser~ice nracticed 

here c:u-icl. now. There must be G. cons cio.usness of comrade-

ship, of brotherhood. Build moral convictions, face basic 

1. Cf. Atlilllson, Henry A.: 11 Educa-cion for Service in This 
Time of War, 11 June, 1913, p. 343. 
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problems, Christian~ze vocational ethics. These are ihe 

challenges of the day. The young peoJle need a challenge 

to service, need res~onsibility, need a larger social 

vision. This is the message of the church in 1918-1919. 

Any disoussion of a basic message today involves 

the basic structure of the Chris.tian faith, and the 

specific contribution Christianity makes to the world. 

Though there are clifferences of opinion e_bout the meaning 

of the structure, it is being called to mind. Evidence of 

the need is the fact that the young peo)le are found to 

lack knowledge of the nature of God, of the Bible, of 

Jesus, of the Church e.no. its Sacre,ments. Discussions call-

ing for a re-thinl:;::Ln:.:i'_: of Cllrir.tian edu:ca cion along thea-

logical lines get considerable attention: A series of 

articles on the v.ery basic beliefs of Christianity is 

beginning in the Journal. Belief in God, in Jesus Christ, 

in the Holy S~irit a~e some of the topics already present-

ed or soon to come. There is e. strong errrphe.sis on the use 

of the Bible in the church ana. in the home. A consideration 

of evangelism in religious education was recently featured 

in the Journal. This enrohasis is so strong that writers 

find it necese.ary to warn e_gainst disregarc:ting ge,ins made 

in the field of education. The Christian religion, it has 

been said, is somewhat li~e 

11 a river, a current of wisclom and truth, ano_ a Divine 
Personality, with its sources in the uplands and hills 
of God. . .• You fuse the historic Christian message 
and movement and Person with the living present and you 
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do that through Christian education as the instrument, 
the tool, the mefhod for making that mysterious and holy 
transformation." 

It seems that the fusion between the historic message and 

the living present needs to be strengthened at the founda-

tions of the Christian religion. Whether this will be 

done without losing the strength of the living present is 

the concern. 

G. Summary 

This placing the two periods side by side shows 

how much more extensive ·and com·olete is the organization 

of Christian education today. It is notable that agencies 

other than the church school are urominent in the unified 

church urogram for this means more time devoted to the 

work. Th~ wide social relationshios embracing the home 

and th£ community helo make Christian education effective 

in every phase of life. This is particularly helpful in 

view of the war and its effects. Christian education 

today seems to have learned some long time effects to 

guard against in war crisis and efforts are being made to 

protect the most vital parts. One olace in Christian 

education that needs emphasis is the foundation structure, 

understanding the essential nature of the Christian faith. 

The foundation needs to be seen more clearly in the whole. 

1. Editorial: 11 The Meanin~: of Your Task," March, 1941, p.4. 



-121-

Christis.n education must bring this foundation into view 

without destroying the superstructure. 



CHAPTER V 

GENERAL SU!vH:.T.A,.t:tY AND CONCLUSION 



CBAPI'EE V 

GENERAL SUTVTI'FAHY AND CONCLUSION 

A. Restatement of the Problem 

Religious education toda.y commands the study of 

experts, the preparation of a large variety of materials, 

and much work in the whole field. However with all this 

activity all the problems have not been solved. The 

world situation tode,y forbids such a thought. Vfua t has 

been the work of religious education, especially in times 

of great crisis? Wnat did the term 11 religious education 11 

comprehenct in the last World 1iVar period? How does reli-

gious education today compare with that of the former 

period? Does this comparison reveal any clefini te differ-

ences or similaritiesJ The answer to these questions is 

the problem 'Ni th which this study has been concerned_. 

B. General Summary 

A survey of the field of religious education in 

1918-1919 revealed a great need for more effective work. 

Extensive plans and changes were being outlined to meet 

this need. The church school served as the main agency 

for carrying on the urogram of religious education. Many 

sug~estions were made for the effective execution of the 

work through the superintendent and teachers. The.impor

tance of the leaders was recognized by nrovidina oonor-\._.: ~· . D ... 
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tunity for their training and by the emphasis placed on 

the teacher herself. Through special_programs and activi

ties, and an initial amount of weekday religious education 

the work of the church school was supplemented. Social 

service including special activities for the men in the 

armed forces had a place in religious education of that 

day. The home was consic1ered in the re.s:pect that articles 

on child psychology were published and working conditions 

of the American girl were evaluated. Religious education 

.in the first Worlo_ War ueriod ·v;'c..e olacing emphasis on the 

functioning of religion in social relationshins 

Religious education today covers a broad field. 

It is well organized and a nation wide Advance is being 

conducted. The local church is also organized and the 

church sc:i.1ool, week-day schools, vs.ca.tion church schools 

are agencies througl1 ·which relig·ious educE tion functions. 

Leadershi9 is a.gain a s!;)ecia.l concern Emcl plans for 

soliciting and training leaders are in effect. Some 

special topics of emphasis at this ti3e include the use 

of the Bible in religious education, youth, race relations, 

and rural life. A broadening concern for the community 

and for the world is evidenced in this war period. Here 

the family in all its activities is a special concern of 

the church. Ei'forts are being made to strengthen the 

spiritual foundations of the home. Religious education 

is returning to a concern for the fundamenta.l a.octrines of 
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Christianity in building today for a Christian world. 

A comparison of these two periods reveals separate 

organizations of a somewhat overlap~Jing nature ap-:Jroxime.t

ing coordination in the early neriod while the counterpart 

today is found in the central agency of the International 

Council of Religious Education. The local agencies in the 

curriculum are better developed at this time, and although 

the church school is still the most important one, week-day 

religious educEtion in various forms and the vacation church 

school are making a large contribution. There is indica

tion of a better unification of all agencies in the church 

to form one whole enterprise. The training of leaders is 

a strong point of emphasis at both times. The laboratory 

method of training is becoming prominent today. 

Religious education is considering social relation

ships to a larger extent at the prePent time. The home 

enters much more into diecv.ssions a.nd plans than previously 

and the church is often judged to what extent it is conscious 

of the community and the needs it presents. The conscious

ness of war in the early period was largely reflected in 

direct relation to the men in service, while today it is 

observable in more nearly every phase of the planning and 

work, again indicating the community feeling. 

Finally the basic message of religious education 

at the c1ose of the first World War was in terms of service 

as an expression of the greater realization of God's need 
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for man and man 1 s dependence on Hiw. At this time it is 

the structure of the Christian faith which is being called 

into focus as the foundation which suo~orts all nhases of 

religious education. 

C. Conclusion 

From this study of religious education bdifferent 

periods of crisis some specific conclusions stand out. 

1. When face to fcwe with a crisis, leaders tenet to evaluate 

their efforts. The changes brou&.·ht about in this process 

as a result of evaluation crea~the trends for the years 

ahead. 

2. The swing of the pendulum away from stress on individual 

salvation toweord religicn of a social nature had begun in 

1918-1919. Today there is a swing back the other way far 

enough to stress the soecific doctrines which make 

Christianity distinctive, but an effort ·is being made to 

retain all the advancement of a soci~l and educational 

nature. 

3. Increased emphasis on the use of the Bible in religio;.J.s 

education is another part of the movement toward the more 

specific contributions of Christianity. 

4. Missionary work evidences the snirit of unity mentioned, 

for growth in a real feeling of brotherhood among all Chris

tians is indicEtted in this time of war crisis. 

5. Every generation recognizes Christia.:hi ty as the solu-
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tion to the pressing world problems and changes in reli

gious education are made with the sincere thought that 

this change will more nearly accomplish that ~~mrpos e. 

Today again we face the situation of world crisis. 

Twenty five years ago leaders in religious education 

evaluated their work and macle changes to meet the needs 

they felt. Today our leaders are trying again. Have we 

really leerned anything'/ 'Will this effort be better than 

the le,st? If religious education is able to combine 

securely and relate properly the gains in education and 

in social application of the gospel with the foundations 

of Christian doctrine then truly a step forward will have 

been made. That is our challenge todBy. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

The Church School, November, Decer:~ber, 1919 
\ 

The Intern~tional Journal of Religious Education, 
January-December, 1941; January-December, 1942; 
January-March, 1943 

The Pilgrim Magazine of Religious Education, January, 
1918-September, 1919 


	TH J_631 - 37160a - A Comparative Study of Religious Education in Periods of War Crisis
	TH J_631 - 37160b - A Comparative Study of Religious Education in Periods of War Crisis



