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INTRODuCTION 



THE PHIIOSOPHY OF LIFE 

OF 

ED'NIE ~FAREHJIJE 

IETRODUCTIOH 

A. The Subject 

1. The S11bject Stated and Ex:pl2.ined. 

It is the purpose of this study to ascertain and present 

clearly the pbilosophy of life of the American poet Edvrin 1lark."l1aJn 

(1852-19)..;0). Strikingly evident in his life :from ;routh om:-arc. and in 

al'llost all of his ;rrorks .::?.re the man:ifest.e.tions of an ee>.rnest soul reach-

ing one hand uprrard. to God, and extending the other hand outrrard in 

fellowship vrith men of aJl degree. It is with an exmnination of the 

bel:Lefs thus vr,anif'estecl th2.t this f'tudy is concerned. 

2. The Subject Justified. 

For a study of the one American, who, in the past century, 

has nost :rrorthily deserve·.~>. the title of liSocial Prophetn, one must go 

b2.ttle-cry of the next thous2.nd yea.rs • 111 Alfred B.ussell Tia.J.lace call-

' 1 ° If 0 1 0 'J t r, 0 1. C 0 l '(:J 
0 t' t l t ,.:1 en m.'11 'Gne greaT.es c. :ooe· o:r. 'Glle oocJ..a __ -'- e>.ssJ.on na- 12.s ye appearec..·. 

in the ":"!orld. !1
2 Furthermore, E:ivrin Ii:c.rkl!.Clm 1v-rote from personal ex-

nerience, having toiled in his youth by tl-;e s•:;eat of his brov:. Ee 

could h<1.ve had -.:Yealth, honor and esteem, 11yet he put it all by and 

. . . . . 
1. Esti>"YJ.ate in the biorrra.phy of the lJOet in ifho Is r:ho in America: 
1897-19h2. 
2. George Ham1in :F'i tch: Great Spiritual :;ri ters of A::n.erice>., p. lhl 
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ter co-vm the prison doors, ;:mr5 break the chair1s of blind men in prison 

grinding at a :rrjJJ .• ul 

The social messa.ge of F;:n•kharr., vrhict made its ~;rea.test i;·rtpact 

a.rmmd 1900, is truly applj.c2.ble to our day, though not exclusively 

anplicable. The timelessness of such a message is stated b;.r Via.lter 

Rauschenbusch: 

History is never a.nttquate(', because human:i_ty is always funda
menta.lly the same. l.t is alwa.ys hungry for bread, s·.·:ee1.t:r Trith 
l2.bor, strugsling to wrest from nature and hostile men enough to 
feed :Lts children. The ~·relf2.re o~ the :metss is alw2.ys 2.t odds with 
-t,he seJfisb. forces of tb.e strong. 

To verify sucb. a st2.tement one need only compare present-day 

"trorld. society Yrith that of cent1..1.r:.Les past, even vri th that societ~y a-

. t h. , .L, h + ·,, , • d galnS w~_lC1'. vfle prop .. e" .t-mos propnesJ.e . • 

But stronger than 11B.rkham 1 s nega.ti ve r:1.esc,age as pertains to 

onpres:oion of tlle comrr.on-laborer is his positive cJ..:trion c2.ll fer the 

·:iorld 2tate, or Comrs.c1.e Kingdorn, as he called it. These are days when 

T'eople, in the f.s.ce of doom b;: c:.tomic dis:i.ntegra.tion, are seeking so-

lutions tl:rougl-1 mec1.ia of Yrorld-1','icle poJ.itics.1, social, educational 

and even rel:L§;ious 1J.ni ty. Tl1.e danger of such orgc:mizations is that 

so m2.n;r of the le2.ders do: not acknow-J.edge the supremacy of God, the 

infe.ll:i.bili ty of the ·;-lord, a::1d the lordsl!i-., of Jesus Christ in all 

2.reas of }.:Lfe~ Hence Goci ;:mrl Christ 2.re c1.enied a nla.ce in tl:.e c>.cti v-

ities of sucb or('2.nizet:Lons. Soc:i.olog;r of th0 world toda;r ':':ill not 

world soc:Let~,'" ~-s at sud a lovr ebb. A study of l':2r~-ch2.m 's sc:cial-

1. 
2. 
J. 

. . 
:''eo~"e "'·'iJ.,,r+o"' tT~mec: HeJ~OOS or CD.!ifornia., n_,,n. 1' .. ~6,7 

:,·:":.:· __ ~_:l ... :L.·.::_·>-1~ _·.::::>.·. ·c~.-.1'_;.-~_ .. ~~· .. e~~;-.. :---:.1'".·,·.-.-_'·c· ,_~ ..... •• ----~.- s~-_., - _:·;_:r:: :;~_, ~....., f~t:rist.i2~l~it:r a11cl_ the 2ocia1 Crisis, }:t. 1 
E.g., the director of the educaticn unit of the Unitecc Nations 
Orsanization. 



s:;:l_ritu2.l YJas~·icn sJ1oulcl prove fru:i:t,:f1J~ to aDy serious sbxlent of so-

ciolcgy, i::-1 revealing hoy: an I0e2.list r.ttacks the social problem. 

3. The Subject Deliniter1 .• 

This .st11d;,r 1.Yill cleal -rrl th tl1e IJ11ilosoph~r of life of E<lvrln 

Y<2.:rkJ1am .:::.s it relates to h~.s theolog:;r and his social consciousness. 

The study '.':ilJ. ccncentrate on the ana1ysi_§_ of F""_rlw.l;.e.:m 1 s major be1iefs 

rer.;a.rding things of Goc1 a:1cl things of man, ra:t.rer than on evaluation. 

As -o2rt of. this study t1•ere will be SC1.lfe:ht the rela:t.ion. het;·;een his 

religious beliefs and the princi:c:les of his Comrade Kin::;dom. A short 

c.ms.l:ysis of his BibJical intc-;rpret.?t:Lons ;'\'ill also be considered, 2.s a 

b2.sis for 2. brief evaJ:t:ation of the be.J .. ance of his social :n.ess2.ge. 

I~rkha'Jl 1 s poetry best revec:.ls his religious beJiefs, so it is 

hj_s hunrl.reds of :r;oems, publ:Lshed anc1. unpub1ishedl, that fOl":'T', the ba.sis 

His social message finc]s j ts 2nost pov;-

erf1..1.l e:;q1ression in poems Ji1-:::e t1TJ1e T.Can ·i7ith the Hoell, but the more de-

t~aiJ.erJ Dl'esenta.tion o~f. the v;:;.ricus asr·ects of the Comrc.d.e I'~tngd.om. is 

fm.mc' in the unnubJ.ished prose volmne The F'orrotten Purposes of Jesus, 

.s.nc1 in other prose works, ccnversc:d:.ions and lf.tters. As :Qor the sources 

for the study of the j_nfluences in E~.rkham 1 s e2rJ.y life whicli produced 

b.is 1;-:h:!J.osc:r:>J-:y, C'.l1d of the influe':lCP v:b5.ch his ph::-'J.osophy h2.ci u::;cn A-

msr:Lcan tJJC"11[{ht, ""~.~.rorJ:cS. b~~r "ra.rioll.S conte~.}JOTar:y 2.1J.tbo:rs, !!lOSt of Trhonl 

The -,"Iri tings 

1. 11~e ·wrJ.~e:~ j_s ~.nc=1.ebt.ec:. tc- the Ec: .... ··d_n L·,.~2.1~l·~h.C}.TJ1 l:ibrary·, ~;1ag!1er CcJ~Jege, 
Staten Is1B.ncl, ,_ftt}:j_cl:. conte.i.ns a]~;.oe:~t tf}.e -.~rho1e cf J\·:.s.r1~h2'"!r~':::: person
al litre.ry, -'''or l:i.ber2.l 2.ccess to origine.l sources. 
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of YiiJ.l:i.<nn I. Stidgcr, one of t~lese close a.cquaintances, reveal much 

for this phcse of the stt1d:r. 

c. J,:ethod of Procedure 

A fuJJ. a::;pred.".tion of i:.srkhai:l 's beliefs YW1J.ld not be reached 

•.·:ithout a lmm·1ledge of the in?1uences in hi::; e.s.rJy life vrb.icb .r;uided 

his tbinkine;. Therefore, chapter I is devoted to t!'lis st'.bject. 

seen e:::r'ecially in his ·:;crks anc1 e.cmot2.tions. These 2.re beliefs re-

His Biblical in-

snirj_tll~.l 
• .l.. 

CCDVlC vlODS, a 

study of the 01J.tw2.rcJ eJccression of social relations a.s 111otivatec1. by 

these conv5.ctions •nill be undert2.l-cen in chapter III. 

thought in the fields of society, li ter2.tu..re and t.heolog:.,r. 



CWi.PTB?.. I 

INFLUENCES IN ?.:LRKI-Lfi~E 1 S BAILLY LD?E 

WHICH PRODUCEJJ HIS HIILOSOPBY 



CFAPT"RR. I 

A. Introdu.ction 

One c2.nnot study I!::1•.•.rin Iar}:ham vrithout becor:nn2: axrc:.re of a 

dual constraint inf1uencing every worc1 c.nd _,_ . .s.c vlon. B.s.sica.J.ly, this 

constraint v:as the J.ove of God and tbe love of men. So ITlingled '.'Iere 

the b.·rc: motives that to isole_to then• by analysis is nractica11y im-

possible, especiall~r ::.s one looks c:.t the l'.Jarkhc:m of later years. 

Stidger likens this indefinable mingling to 2. !tgrec:.t, sweeping blne-

green strea':1. of beauty, Yrorshir:, anc1 reverence: reverence for nerson

ality, for truth, for heauty, for God. 111 But this one >re.st stream, 

when t.:~2.ced to its sources, stems from tvro smaller br211ches: the soc-

ial a.nd t!-':e spiritua1, the proe;rnatic 2.nd the idea.1:2.stic, tl-'e mundane 

' tl m~~cd-.; J 2 Cl.llO. ,J.l.e .u.,: v v.LCO. _ • 

In orc.er to understand r:1ore fu1ly this !!great, s-vreeping blue-

green streamu of Ii~2.rkh<lm 's philosophy of life which for tl1e most :p<=trt 

heC2."1r:: esta.blished in his le.ter 1ife, :H is necesf:'e.ry tbat one tra.ce 

the sources, bep,in-'ling •;ri tl1 his boyhood , . -"' _,_J _ _,_ e, see just wb::d:. it Tras 

tJ1a.t, feel the t7JO srr:a.l1.E.r st.rec::1s, Ql:d steerec"! the co17.rseS of his spir-

i tua1 2.ncl social thinking. 

B. Home Influences 

1. Parentc:tl 

er died, it is uncler2t2nde>ble t.h;o.t it y;e s his ""-Other -;-;hose inf.J:uence 

• • • 

1. ·.:iJ1iam L. St:i.dger: 
2. l·oc. cit. 



made t!:e dee>::e2t irroressions rnon tis lj_f'e. HoT.rever, this is not to 

minj_Ji:\i?.e the father 1 s influence, T:hicb worked upon Ivi.s.rkham as he heard, 

as a voung boy, t~le thril1j_ng a.dventure stories of the earJ.:c.,. caravan 

crossings of the American conti~::ent, in Trhich I-.':arkhar1 1 s fc.ther nlc:.yed 

such a leading role. 

Going 1;o.ck 2. :fe-,cr generations, one f'inds, on E2.rkha"1 1 s mi ternal 

side, the ·,l:i_nchells, 7Tho v:ere ',;e1sh and EngUsb in oric;in. These Yiere 

To Americal' thou~ht and 

life t!:~is fs.miJ.-,r contribnted ninte1J.ectual vigor and a.g:;ressive activ-

ity in tte 2.ffairs c;f church anc1 st::? .. te, many represente>tives having 

been noted as legis la.tors, ITea.chers, scie!ltists ••• nl 

It ;;:-2s after the Revolu.tionary Yrar thc=tt the wesh';ard trek took 

on grec.t proport:i.ons. Among the 1~ioneers -r.·ere Elizabeth ':'Jinchell and 

Sanuel liarkhc:.m, the latter also of an ancestr:-:r of E!lglish dissenters. 

La.ter hecomins husb2nd ancl. '\Yif'e, tbese t-vro settled in the Northv;est 

terri tory (now J..iichigan, Indicma and Illinois), a_nd it -:.·as rci. lJ.ntil 

sorie of their chD.cl.ren hs.d grmvn up that they decided to push on fur-

Th.is pioneering instinct of bot~1 Er. anc. r·;rs. 0a:muel 

L~a.rkham ".'Tas inherited in full meas1.1Te by t!:eir next adcli ticn to tte f2.12-

ily, a sen, Ec:J.;g:i_n, vrllo -::as born five years 2.fter ttey finalJy settlEd in 

Gre2;on c~_ ty after 8, :s:l.grc>:t,:i.cn fraught ".'Ti th 2.c1venture and c 0:!1Ste.nt de.n-

It :·:as :from such pioneering parents tba.t r.:.a.rkhar:-c derived his 

rema.rka~·,J.e strength of body a.no Tllind. The ensuing years proved this, 

for in every trial. or ::_;iJ.~·rim2.ge, v:hatever the e1err1ents that b2.ttered 

• • • 

1. Stidger, n. 20 
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i'a.Et on firm ground, often alone, hut even had added strength ths.t en-

a.bled htn: to ta.ke the hard steT' forviard. 

Part of this J~llgged_ i11cli vidualism c,ncl nerseverc1nce -:'}.C1.S born 

:Ln F:DT.r:i.n =i~2.rl-::ham as be listened to his 211othe1~ tell exci t:Lng stories of 

his deceased father. They vrere stories of inces sa.nt fights -~-ri th the 

shoot their l;:;.st e.rrovr, c.ncl staxn<;ede and steal the ca.ttle and horses. 

The courag':: and lea.dersb.ip of Samuel 2.rkham, who "::as ca.ptain of one 

11 train11
, •:ras a big factor in tb.e success of that particular vrestwa.rd 

trek. Such stories o:" his father thrilled him, 2.nd made him proud, 

ca'lls:i_ng }-;_j_171 to 7rant to carry on in his father 1 s spirit. Young as he 

Yras ;·rhen his father c1ied, li:CCrkh2.:m still remeTibered a half century later 

something of his f?ther 1s personality and ch2.racter. At t1~a.t time he 

told B. O. li'lovrer in. the course of a.n eYening converse.tion as he re-

minisced of his childhood, 111 £[~! fether ·vTas a nountaineer, a si1ent 

mc>n, a cles:p1y religious nat11re -r:i th a d22h of mysticism. 1 t:l 

B-ut the im}Jressions of' a c1e:r'arted parent often soon lose their 

first vividnes~, vrhile pers0l"l9J.ities stiJJ livinr:: continue to vrorlc upon 

the hee.rt and :rr:ind v'r:i.th ever-ne':'T and currmJ c:ti ve ef::"ect. So it Yras that 

the ::n.other had :more tc do lHi th influenc:i.ng Ed.vr:i.n 1~ri...-ha:rr. th::m h2.d. the 

father. I!:rs. Lie.rkbam also hece1 stories a.bout herself to rels.te, as the 

see n nothtns iJFt t~ e n ~cing feet of frigJJte::J eel anj_nla.ls, a;'li dust. clouds 

u2 ' 
pass~ns over her be2.d. And s:hc·rtJ·F e>.fter ttis experience \. v;hic:h 

she survived witro_ but tbe breaking of three ribs), she ga.ve birth to 

. . . . 

2. 

D. 0. Flo,_·:er: Pro~ressive 1-:len, ,:omor:> and lv:overr.ents of the Past 
2 ~ y 22~ u -.? -ears, p. / 
Stic1ger, p. 22 

l. 
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th.e so:1 Ec1.7r:L1~ 1-Lal--l:ham l 

It c'IB.S her ov:n close c ontc:.ct 1·ri th and up br:i.n~;in g o:f Edvrin l.ar-

kha1Il tbat :2ostly she.IJed bis 1ife. In fact, :,·,,arkham even inlleri ted aJpve 

for poetry from. Jier. She Yrc:.s t~ce npoet l.e.ureate of the nev.r set·tlement, 

the earliest c-roman v:riter recorded in Oregon. ul Doubtless the fact the_t 

his 'Tiother had to bear a.ll the respons~_bility for the sur-cart of the fa111-

:i_ly c::msec1 karkhc::rn to think J7luch, in his later yea.rs, of the common folk, 

those who labored h:::.rc_ for their l:i.~Jing, anc' tov.rard who!ll iv:c:.rkham sho-vr-

ed such 2. grea.t love. 

The adventurous spir~.t ':'Th:l.c}: lii2.rkhc:un :i_nheri ted from his pa.r-

ents al·r,ost proved to be his 1 'Ach:i_lles heel". OnJy the interest and 

be a life of obscurity c:.nc-' unharpiness. In his bold desj_re to obtain 

a colle,~e ed.11c:otion, he suddenJ.y rem a;vray from home. This he felt 

com:!JelJed to do, bec;;m.s e of his ::nether 1 s (I is couragement of his desire 
') 

for hicher 1ec:>.rning. ~ For six ;11onths his 1ife was nothing but acl.ven-

ture. Ilirst, -i+ ' . 
-- '-' 1."!2.8 oeln.g ta1<:en prisoner b;r p_ notorious bearded b2.n-

dit. Then e.fter release, it 1YCJ.S 2. ro::nn5.nc: life for sj_:z months on tJ1e 

b::>ck of a broncho-- 2. bare nomad eJd.stence. Luckily he fmmd a ranch 

where he dropped tl,e id"'a of collet;e an:·: decided on the life career of 

a rc>.ncher. But he did not figure on the matched courage a.nd uersever-

ance of his notber, who hc>cl fclloFed his tra.il in a.n old buckboard and 

discovered him at the ranc:b. 'Eo ''home 11 agaj_n for lEarkham, a.nd it ':r:::.s 

. . . . . 
1. ?tidger, p. 27 
2. Desrite i:xlicD.tisns t"' tJ:;e contra.ry, e.g. her love for poetr~r, l:Ts. 

1\:::.rkha.m Y:aE ri:-;:.icUy 1:Tactic3.l and h:=.d 11 sca.nt sy::t~:.?.thy for the 
drer1ms of the poet lad. Life to her -..;;as. somethin::; stern and pra.c
tical--somethins not to be w2sted on books or frj_ttered awa.y in 
idealistic dreams. She shreYrdl:r distrusted li terc:.t1.1re as a pro
vider for the outer "'.an 2.1Y;_ Trisl'·ec1 her son to remain on the soil. 11 

-from B. 0. Flo,:rer, op. cit., p. 230 
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not n!lt~.l f2:vorc.ble circl..UEstances appe;:;.recl thc:.t 1\Crs. IAarkha.m felt that 

Eclvrin could go O!l in studies-- that part of his career 7rhich provided 

the 1':eaDons ,.d.th whicb he -rre>.s later to v.rield such tre:nenclous ;:;ovrer 

l..F'On American thought. 

Here then 'lre.s a motber as strong and coura.[";eous and advm:.tur-

ous as a ;:;;.an. Is it possible to find any religious tenderlc~r in such 

a -vroman? ·:tas there any sriritua.litv in her life that molded Ecl.•:rin I':Tar-

~'Y 011other '.'ra.s a R.ome.n m2.tron, 2. vro,.,-,e.n of pov;-er, one who could have· 
led an e.I'l"-Y to bcttle, but she was also a thought:f'u1 wonan vrith a 
stron~ s1?J1t to-::rard ~ceJiEion •..• 
She Y.~S 2. seeker after relig-ious trutll ahr::cys and tool': me Y:itl~ her, 
even .?.s 2- ~~ere cb.iJ~cl, on t,J:Ese reJj gj_ou.s Ql1ests. She 1)eJ.on7ed to 
tbe Camp belli te Chr.rch, kno7!r. '10\'." 2.~ the Disciples. • • • -
I -re'"""''her +b~+ n~""" "'nr1 thc11 ,,r .,."~"t"'cr "iOUl d rlros"' mp "'nd ta1.-e me ·- ,.._,,,..,-.,_._, ._, -0.. v _.,.....,- ,, c;.._..,._.. .._..._.,... -h~.· ~LI.-. ... ..L.t •. ..- ~I - '-·-- \....•'-· '-"' ~ ~~..- C--. - C.,.._ -"~ 

1 to 7r'D2.t were ca1led 1revivc::.1 meetings 1 or 'protracted :r:1eetings 1
• 

Tb.is per1-:C1,:r·s vrc:.s th.e stro11zest i.nflu.ence cf tl1s !!!ether upon 

the boy. Her or.'TI spirituality impressed him, but coupJff.l'vr:i.th this y-ras 

the influence of the :ore.s.cl1ing of the ·\Yor(:. v:hich wa.s rossib1e only be

coxcse his r:other aJ:rreys tool-: b:h1 to clmrch. 2 \'ie can..J."lot mini'il.,ize the 

ef£0 cts of tb.1.s pe,rentaJ. upbringinc:;, for it directed If2~rkha:.r.' s re2.d-

So it ':'"-S fro:11 2.n e.ncestry of intellect, boJ.dness, adventure 

anc1. ac:~:rression in church and state aff2.irs that !TD:v1Iin ~·Larkham v;as born. 

His fath-

er left 2. "'18''1ory of courage, J.e,.,dership anc1 rel:Lg:i.ous mystic:i.sm. But 

L. ?_t:i::-:1;;-:er, pp. 226,7 
2. garkham himself, in };_"tin; the i~'1f'J.1J.Pnces '.·:l1ich led 1.1.1~ t0 his 

deepest reli":iou.s ezrJerience in adolescence, rec2.llec'·:tha:t he had 
bee}• under the intluence of the church since he y;;:s two ;rears old, 
either throuo:h the Dreaching: of the iiorr1 or Sundc:v 0chool. Cf. 
c.::+.;,.:: e~ :. .. _..,_e·-0_,~.~··· p·-d~-D' ·o to ,_. 
•• "..Lvg 1, ; .. en OJ. v.u .. UJ. '''"'' c -"e ~.eJil_L "Gl. ,n, p. o / • 
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it wc:ts his mother whose influence '.-ra.s gre2.test, for from the ye,<~r of 

his seventh bii'thday, E::J.'.',cj_n and mother comprised the entire household • 
.... , .. ,... 

l'rom his poet-mother l;'d_r!:-:ha.t:l learned to love poetry, and soon tG write 

it. Conscious of her hardsbips ::md toil, Ee>.rkbam nurtured a deep love 

for tbe cc:':'mon man, the toiler. And. it vrc>.s her Yrise tim:tng that made 

h:Ls educational-c2.reer drea.m 2 reality. But tb.e :-rrost far-reaching in-

fluence of mother u.:r'on cbilc. Y!t"S the ST'irit<Jal j_nfl1Jence. She· brought 

x:arkham up in the fear of the lord, under the preaching of the Gospel, 

anrJ. it 7re.s this tha.t steered hir.J 2.long the course of J.j_fe with his eyes 

2.1w;::.ys upon the eternal God. 

2. Circl'Lsstantia.l 

Undoubtedly circu:rnsts.nces p12.yed 2.n import2.nt role in the 

sh2.ping of Iv!arkh2.:rn 1 s c:oTeer. If God gave him an instinct of love to-

w2.Tr1 the C011lson man, this was strengthened by his persone.l experience 

in the role of such a man. If Goci. ge.ve him a- ·love of nature, this Yras 

nourished and svreetened 2.s 1-:e l<w under t}~e trees :':::eeping -vratch over 

his fJ.ock of sheep. T-"' --J. Goci ge>.ve him the consciousness of an AJ..mighty 

Prer3ence, this vms 0roved in the bours of medit2.tion by moonlight. 

a. Pover:ty 

Edwin Ji~-?.rkha.:n was born into novert•r. For bare existence he 
-~ v 

learned as 2. wee boy that he must toil and labor. This he never for-

got. 

Once the fa,mily ha.d settled in Oregon City, Ed:w:i.n 1s father 

tried to mainte>.in this b2.re e:dstence through farming and hunting. 

In this he Yras not too successfr1. Tiarkh<:nn said that "he v:e.s not a 

good provider, and th:>t the burden of the economics fell on his moth-

. . . . . 
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er. nl -%en Ec1win 1 s fc:d:,her dJ..ec1 in 1860, the entire responsibility of 

the ho'!le was left to J,~rs. J.\'ic.rkhccm. To help TI1Bke a living she nain-

tained a corrrm1nity store vrhich catered to many of the Indians of'that 

region. ':ihen Ecl.vii.n vras Dine years of age, I,trs. Iv:L?.rkhe>_m sold the store 

and bought a sheep ranch in lagoon Valley, Cali:C'ornia. 11 Here h2.rd toil, 

severe hardships ar1d the privations common to the pioneer life fell to 
? 

the lot of the boy. 11
-

"'-ctl1.ally, those :nemories of younger toils csme back to him 

forty ;rears Ja.ter as he saT Eillet 1s painting and C()mposed the poem 

vrhich -:ra.s to give hini wor1d-7ride fame, 11 Tb.e Nan With The Hoe 11
• Said 

F.?.rkh2.r:c of tha.t exp erierce, n So I Y."2.S forced to 11tter the c:r::e and grief 

of :cty scJ:i.d_t for the ruined ma.jesty of this son of God. 11 

With an arrprecia.tion of such a strug[<:ling and sweating bo-:,r-

hood Jife, one ·well lmdersta:rcds how the man ·which this boyhood pro-

duced would identify himself so closely, in thought and life, with 

every com-:non labo:rer of the world, and i70DJ_d seek from God 1 s revelc.tion 

a brig]1t outlook for the lot of such brethren-- a Kin2;c'!om of Comrades. 

To proclaim effectively l'lis discovery of such a unique re-

vel;:'!.tion Troulcl deme:md a high degree of hu:nility. His boyhood life of 

poverty 2-nd toil molded in him just tha.t necessar~r trait, to v:hich 

Joaqu:in 3"ci11er 2.lludes Yrhen he YJri tes: 

Consider :·:hat EarklJ.arn put aside, as putting· aside 2: crown, to take 
his place Tritb the poor and the despised. ·:1Iealth (enough at least ), 
books 2.nc1 a. great knovrledge of books, high honors and the esteem of 
great and good men; the love of men and the idolP.~ry of -rromen ••• 
Yet he put it all by and became a blacksmith •••• 

. . . 
1. -Stidger, p. 28 
2. E'lov·er, p. 226 
3. James, pn. L1.S6, 7 
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b. I-l.anch I,ife 

'l'ending the sheep or herdin9; t.he ce.t.tle was a great e:x:per-

ience for the boy Eclwin. 'iihereas his e:A."Perience of toil and hardship 

dre-;y the tender chords df love and appreciation out toward man on 

e2,rth, his solit2.ry r::mch life turned his eyes hea.Yenvre,rd as if in 

response to JehoYah, 11 Be sti11, and knm·r that I a-rn God. 111 

The Suisun Rills 'rrere to Mar){ham the citadel of God. Of 

those shepherd da:.vs he y;rrote; 

I c'ra.s brought into robust contact Yri th the open air, -with soil 
2.nr sun; 1\ri th gre2.t cliffs that soared perpendic1.1l2.rly into the 
clouds; with flurries of rain, which scattered bright drops on 
all the Jeaves of the encircling trees, and Yrith vast cornfie1ds, 
green c:.nd happy, filled 'Hi th S"t'JO.rdlike leaves wbich leaped when the 
glad o:rind rushed over them. I feel that it is a misfortu.TJ.e for 
e.nyone to grow up in c-rea~ th anc1 sl1 el tered homes, ·where they miss 
the outdoor experience. 

To ~'::1rkham these things told him that a Cre2.tor e:xisted and 

that Ee :b..ad a purpose for man other ·than oppression on earth; 

I slmYly but surely beg2.n to feel tha.t the Cree.tor vrho had made 
all this certainly cl.id not intend that some men should be consign
ed all tl•eir lives to the bottomless pit, that a'oyss of civili-

J... • , • h t' , , . .,, . t l' d . ' 
~a u13n J_n v:-n1c1 ne suomergeo. ml-'--t.lons are s rugz-lng an perlsn-
J..ng. 

To one vrhose life Troulc~ be devoted to e:x:pression in verse, 

this fell07IShin Yrith nature v;as tbe greatest school of learning. And 

the fact thc.t this verse would i::rp2.rt so much of rersonal c:::nvictions 

borne out of coill"11.mion ~-ri th GoO. e~nd Christ is all tb.e more reason "rhy 

he sbould 2.ttend !1Goc1. 's UnivPrsity" among tr.e Suisun Hills. Of this 

prepa.ration. Flower vTri tes : 

God spoke to the soul of tl•e ;routh as S"L'-reJ.;y- as in olden times he 

1. Psalms 46:10 
2. Sticl.ger, pp. 47,8 
3· L-ac. cit. 

. . . . . 
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spoke to the child Sa'nuel, and, tbough the ·ohysica1 e2.r v:as not 
yet attuned to catch the vi:br2.tions of the Infinite, the spirit 
received the mess2.ge vrith awe and ,:-ronder and pondered its lessons. 
T'ne ~;rophets of ancient Israel vrere no more truly prer2.red by God 
to deliver their message to the children of men than was tbis cbild 
of the Sierras, \\'hose pure imalination -rras flooded by the vronder
ful we2.l th of lofty imagery ••• 

2) Eedi t2.tion 

In the solit2.17 stil1:'1ess of the hills and valleys, medita-

tlon T.-e>s n2.tur2.l 2.nci rew2.rc'line;. '/Ti th the background of knowledge of 

the Scriptures ( especially tbe Gospels ) in his y01.mg life, he YfOll.ld 

ho1d a flovrer in his hal1d and contem."[llate on the beauty of Jesus as 

the Rose of Sharon a11cl the Lily of t.he Valley. 11 I-Ie remembered horr Je-

sus loved the f.loviers of FaJ.::::8t:i.ne-- ano hovr to ]:-dm the lily vre>.s more 

be;=mtiful than Solomt:m in all his glory; a.ncl. he often pictured 'tl::e great 

Pronhet journey-in~; alone into the silent recesses of the mountains to 

C"' , ,J,_ritl~ Ei "'•-' zc..,_ther • 112 v:rr.mt:.ne - - -- . '" -- -· 

Markham would often see Jesus the IJ2:zarene on the 2ountain 

slopes delivering the great Sermon, anc1 vrould. meditate much upon its 

:oractica.l tea.chings. It v;as during these hours of n1editation that the 

seeds of ?.;c;rkh2:m 1 s J.ater socia.J Res sage ':'!ere sovm. 

Bnt perhaps the T".ost fruitful hours of tending shee1::, as f.e.r 

as the molding of Iia.rl-::ham 1 s ca.reer was concerned, were those in 1:rhich, 

rri th Bil;lc in hand, he \TOlJ.ld search the Scriptures, and memorize many 

nages of the Book. Concerning these hours F2.rkham sc>.id? 

'.'i'hen I -v:-as herding mother 1 s sheefl in the ;Suisun Eills of Califor
nia I had given a great deal of time to co:nni tting the Gospel pag
es to mer:--,or-v. As I 'iraJ.!,:erl the hills e.fter the sheep I carried my 
little Bibl's in r,1y }12.nd. As I sa.t or: gre2.t rocl:s •:mtcl:-._ing the da.y
st:?.r ari::;;_e, a.nd on,~~hrough the sunn:~ do.•rs of California to the g:o1 c'
sunset, l rea.d :my D~ble even as 2. ten-ye2r-old boy •••• I could re-

. . 
1. l'lmTer, pp. 223,9 
2. Ibid., pp. 226,7 
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peat 2 lmndred pa.ges fror:1 ner:1ory 2.s a child, pages of the ~ospel 
cf Jesus th2.t I memorized vrhile tending my mother 1 s sheep. -

Th.is thorough knoTrlecl.ge of the .Scrintures, especially of the 

GosDeJs, Drovec1. to 1:-·e tl1e b2.sis and ~:roundv:ork for ih3.rkl1a.m 1 s r:hiloso-

nhy of life. 2 

c'l1E":i.np: tbose long hou::.,s of si:.epherding his flock, for soon he YT?.s to 

become e. hl~s": tea.cher '.·rhen such lo:1;:;; c1e.ys of meditation 1'TOUld be of the 

pa.st. 

C. Ec.ucational Influences 

'I1-n.1s f2.r there h2s been shorm the ~::tre~lta.l 2.nd circuJnst.en-

tiaJ. influences w::ich gFiced Farkl!.c>m 1 s tbinkin:z tc:· a :chi1oso1;hy of J.ife 

':r.i.tb nat;ure, tloe Eeed of irr1agination ger:mim1ted.. I'Toyr tllis little 

thus f2.r denied the young bel: books. Ecb.c-:Ln 1 s boyhood life was one of 

sheer loneliness-- the birds a.nd e.!:.imaJ.s his only COBl'a!>.:i.ons during 

most cf t]~e long c\s.:;rs. Hm·r there TJB.s to be no r:oore J.o!l.el.iness, for 

t1~e ;'Blc.ck Schoolhonseu teecher and the 11 :Ebcb2.:nter" Trere to become his 

clof>e companions a.nd cotmsellors. 

J.. I:rrmression l~2.de l!y 'I'ea.chers 

To one destined to become one of Ar:1eric2. 1 s greatest Doets, a 

l:2sic ed.ttce.tion -vnas . al:noSt J-:-tc.ncl_c.tol~::r. It is very significant tl:.ot 

the rugzed pioneers T:ho had crossed the country with such heJ~dshi~n and 

vrbo ',•;ere noyr bareJ.y existing s'-::mJ.ld '!:'e 1HilJ.ing to sacrifice the ser-

. . . 
, :··''1].' ~ C:.t.•, • H "~1 G t:~d t" 1:9 -. Ill ... l2.:rl. L. ,; L,lo.c;er. l"8ll Qj: ·v.!e ~re2. ue eJTIT) lon, PD. () '70 
2. Ho';r true Yrere his lD.ter inten)retations of Bi::,l.icaJ.-· truth Trill be 

considered in cb:J.~;t(~r II. -
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vices of their cbilc.ren <:md send tl:.em to tree c.istrict schools for three 

01~ fou.r '11.ont};s ee_cb. :re:;r. r~.e.rkha"TT. v:a.s no excention to the com.J'lO!'. rule 

thus c1etermined, 2.nd before he had re.:c.ched his tenth birthd2.y, he 

could read ;yeJ.l, and books h2.d become his :r.>a.ssionate .desire. 

Teachers in those de>.ys -.--rere as migrEmt as the pioneers them-

selves; so it Yr2.s th"t liarkhe.:m hc;td bee:ir in ccnta.ct with many d::i.ffer-

ent i!1strl~ctbrs. But of such a number there Yrere notc:.bly two -;-;hose 

i.mpressicns YJere deeD and lasting, o::ho opened to I•:Iarkham grea.t vistas 

of life ar1d. srn_rrred. him on to occur);~r tb.e territories of the horiz:on. 

a. IIe.rr;y- G. Hill 

The first of these te.?.chers entered Ecl'::in 1 s lH'e Yi'nen he Yvas 

thirteen years olcl .• Stidger calls tl:is 11perha:;s the greatest event in 

all his life. ul Of this influence I~~,J~lrham says: 

I T.rcmt to an old rechrood scl!ooJ}:c-·use, where for three months I 
came under the magic spell of the Enchanter, He.rry G. Hill, a 
te"cher who loved great poetry and Y~hn taught ne to love it also •••• 
This tea.che2, this beloved teacher, left an jncJ.eJ.ib1e mark upon 
my life •••• · 

l.'arkhr,m had alre2.cly been prep.red to come under this 11magic 

srJelln of ?~r. Eill. All of ne.ture had thri11ed hj_n. uTr.e soil of his 

soul had l"·::'en nlovred and he.rrowed by harc~ship c:.nc' beauty. 1'l12.t 801}.1 

Tm.s rea.6y to ha.ve dropped into it the seed of poetry. u3 It was not 

long before Hill 1:--ealized f.iarkham 1 s tendencies. One noon hour he ge.ve 

the timely encourager;>ent that st::-rted Edwin to pnrsue the life of a 

hs.rd. Eill told Edv:in: 111 You ha.ve the love for beauty in you, my boy. 

You have c2.ught the far-off echo of beauty;· :,ccu have a -ooet 1 s insight! u4 

For cla:1s thereafter Hill ".'rould ench<mt I:2.rl:ham 2.8 he recited 

• 

l. Stidzer, }:~_w:Ln I'.'arkham, p. 10)! 
2. Ibid., p. 10) 
3. I·oc. cit. 
b • Ibid. , p. 111 
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to him the lines of great Dof';to like Bryant, Tennyson and :i!:oore. T'ne 

effect upon ~"'a.rlcham Tre.s magic. rr 1 It y;as as though the gates of' Par-

ad.ise had opened and. I had found my w.:.ry inside. It swept through me 

Jike sor~le 
, ., 1 nl :nao.ne..cs. 

If Eill, the Enchanter J ha.d anyth:lng to do Y.'i th pointing 

~:a.rkha.T1 to a poet 1 s ca.reer, he also had much to do iTi th determining 

vrh2.t t:rpe of ·ooet Eark..ham was to be. Hill Yra.s a mystic. Perhaps it 

v;c:.s this that enchanted Ed.vrin, whose earlier years c·rere so saturatec~ 

vri th hours of meditation. In his poem entitled 11 The Enchc:mter 11
, 

whicb Id.::>.rl::.:ha:m. Yrrote in b.is e::l..ghtieth yec>.r as a tribute to this great 

te;:wher' Ha.rkha'n reveals the :112.12 Is ';lystic leanings : 

Sometimes he paused a.s if he heaTd 
Strange music in the air-

As if some Vision of the Word 
Hung a bright moment there. 

Was he so!Ile pilgrirn from the prine, 
'I'uned to 1i:fe 1 s deeper themes? 

Ea.d be des.cend.ed into- ti,·::e 
2 Through S0'11e long night of c1reans? 

Is it not probable th2.t the mysticism of 1/a.rkham 1 s later life 

and -r:-orks was an outgrovrth and development of t.he.t. influence ms.de by 

the red-..,roocl-scboolhouse teacher? 

b. Samuel D. ;'Foods 

To understand the tremenclous influence of the teacher Samuel 

n 
"'• -\ToorJs upon tl:e life of La.rkha.m, one must lmmT sometl'ling of the lone-

ly soul of E0.win up to this, his fifteenth year, the in Yrhich he 

first met ,::ooc_s iD the HBleck EiclY:olhouse. 11 

Nine months of the year Edvvin wa.s prc;.ctically in ::oeclusion on 

the ranch, seeint; only his :motber from clay to day. During the three 

. . . . 
1. Stidger, J~:vdn Earlcham, p. 112 
2. Edvrin 1La.rkham: lierr Poems, p. 77 
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:months tho.t he attended school there was contact -;Ti th about fifteen 

other 7ouths, hu.t 1."arkham never lme-r; a companion. He was a.ci'11ired, even 

considered a leader, ;ret he fe1t no tie vrith tbeir minds and heP.rts, 

for lee, unlike them, al-..-rays thought in terms of the spiri t1..1.al. 

This lone1iness, deso1ation and '7Tant of companionship ms.de 

Larkham the restless and defiant youth vrhich S.D. ':foods encor .... n.tered. 

Of their first meeting, Yioods said, 11 ~ihen I first se:vr bim., there vrere 

in his fs.ce lines th2.t were prophetic, but the scoYrl of resistance ':ra.s 

the dominant feature. 111 In discussing the effects of this resistance, 

·:roods said: 

~'ihile these reasons made his '9-ounp· 1ife r;i teous in its desolat
ion, they did not touch him :i_n ~.ny -~ay tl:at marred his s:oirit ••• 
Y'!hen aspir<?.t:i.cm faltered and hone deferred -vras sick unto dea:t.h, he 
lifted i:rp his eyes to tbe radiance of the su.m.rner heavens, and knew 
that sornewhere, out of all this 1oneliness a.nd despaj_r, in God 1 s 
universe, there must be pe2.ce. r,Iight, it not hc.1ve been here, when 
he we.s trea.dj_ng the vrine-press alone, that he acquired that marvel
ous fiber of Dat.i~nce that bas been the s·weetness of his ms.ny glor
ious later years. 

The memorable first meeting of this understandins 'floods and re-

sisting Edvrin l\~a.rkham came as a resu1t of a disturb<:mce in class caused 

by the boy who ::)reviously had 11broken up the last tv;o schools anc'l whipt 

Iilarkham exrected the us1..1a.l rnmish-

ment, but his def:L:u:t e:;res cbanged to a bs2:i.1tiful sweetn8ss as Woods 

(vrho we.s about l':'E.rkham's age) c'lealt, vrith the soul of the boy. 'I'he 

teo.cher s;y;npa.thized 7Tith Ec1vrin 1 s 1onely and hard l:Lfe, of Yihich Eark-

ho>rr. h2.r' not knovm he l:nerr; then told him he saw gree>.t Dossibili ties 

for his life, and a.ssured him of his close friendship. N:E.rkham "sobbed 

out his grief, and vrhen he lool:ed up I (\'foods) s2:r: the Sl'irit vrhict ·in 

1. 

2. 
J. 

Samuel 
p. 296 
.... ,_,.d 
.lul "' 
Ibid., 

p. 
p. 

';Toocls: 

297 
299 

. . . . . 
Iights and Sh""1.dows of Life on the f'acific Coast, 
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these l2.ter clays h2.s :rnade him a prophet of righteol.'-Sness. nl 

From that day on, ?{3.rkham Tw.s no longer the resistant, de-

fi::mt trouble-m2,ker ofthe Suisun Eills, but the friendly, tender, hope-

ful te2.cher-- te2.cher, bsc2.u:::e the very neJd, d2.3r ~foods g2.ve him charge 

of instructing the 'munger oneR in the schoolhouse. 

That ·;roocJ.s -,-;c:s of such great j_nfluence in IiB.rkham 1 s early life, 

F2.rkhaD, reve2.ls in a letter tc him forty-two yec:rs later. Among other 

-'-' . vt'J.ngs, !\Iarkham wrote : 

You know·, of course, that you ~:yere one o::· the few noble influ-
ences in :ny lonely and sorrovrful boyhood. Once in those old days 2 you Y.Tote me a beautiful. letter, Ythich I have l:ept until this hour. 

So it Tra.s that in suer. a time vrhen the spiritual depth, imag-

in2.tion e.nrl creative ~:;o,rrers of one ·who just two years previously had 

nstood rivetedto tb.e e2.rth spe11-bmmdn3 as the Enchanter challenged 

him Tii th ·noetry--when these 17ere jeopardized b7 2. grovr.ing resist2.nce 

ancl restJessness brougl.,_t on bv 1one1iness an.d. 1vant of friendship, th2.t 

the close companio11, Samuel ·:roo;J.s, came into Farkham 1 s life to help 

him forget all the dark past ancl nress on to the chal1enge of the hor-

iz.on. 

If ·woods influenced l'.:a!'kham 1 s later philosophy of life in any 

way, it. ·x2.s in the restor2tion to :r:;.:o,rkhmn o:f.' <:m interest in anc1. love 

for his fellow-ma.n. =--~egarclless of hm-: little he ma.y h2.ve molded Eark-

ha.m 1 s beliefs, the value of ttd.s friendship of 'Hoods and L:C.rkhai'l1 can-

not be minimized for hac-1. it. not been m,_de, no one kno-,_·:s hov:r ;:;:.uch of 

Farkham the ·oronhet the "::or1d would ha.ve today. 

2. Influence of Books 

From his sarliest ~o·yhood, books -r:ere gems to Ed.vriYl l'-e:.rkh2.m. 

. . 
l. ~-loons, p. 301 
2. Ibid., PP• 302.3 
3. Flower, p. 231 
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To lay hj_s hend upon 2. book -,-~t!S to ca::-.ture more of the mysteries of 

life. -,·{j_lliam r .. Stidger, who spent many hours 1dth the b2.rC j_l1 CL'1 

attempt tc· determine just Trh2.t books meant to him, came to the conclu-

sion that nBooks to hi::1 are as s;:;.cred as the most bea.utiful things th2.t 

t £-.!' ul na ure o.!..J.ers. 

~'Jielcling such :!)ower, the ~;rinted yrord must have played 2.11 i.m-

portant part in the moldin,'? of Ilarld1aD1 1 s be1icfs. Hovr h:i.s nhilosophy 

wa.s thus affected is the interest c:f this part of the study. 

The Bible 7:-as f.Cc1.rkham 1 s first 1)rize possession. In the next; 

section there Yri.ll be shm·i'll tl-e relation of ':;criptures to his religious 

conversion. I.~arkh2.n was only a bo:T of ten yeaTs 1'!hen he had r.:ernorized 

at least a hundred pages of the Gospels. The impressions made upon his 

soul •:rere le.sting, for the majority of his :::oem.s a'1d Y:ritings of later 

J.He 2.re cc·lored yJitl! religious concepts th2t reveal an author Trhose 

b2.sic be1iefs 2.re derived, 2.t ] east p2.rtially, from Biblic2_J. truths. 

E::::.rkhan hi'cseJ.:f svc:>.J.1.1.2ted the influence of the truths of t!J.e Gospels 

upcn ris life: 111 The gospeJ. of Jesus is the one thing that has had the 

most profound jJ'lfluence in ny life. ru2 The influeDce o:f the .Scriptures 

·upon J'.Jarkham 1 s social consciousness vrill be examined in chapter III. 

AJ.on; -vrith th:: Bible, Ec1.':;in 1s boyhood home cont2.ined a copy of 

the A1manac3 and Pi2.::.za Smith 1 s T'ne Problem of the P:vramids, a story of 

the F:yrardds 1 reJ.ation to Scripture (according to Srr.ith). This volurne 

had some :'rrystical :i.nfluence 011 Edwin, for e.t ten years of a.ge he ·would 

sit at his r1other 1 s knees as she ses.rcb.ecl the boo}: for the nysteries of 

the T'ast, the orizin of reliczion a.n:l the nea.nings of the ancient Bab-

0 • • • 

1. Sticlger, Eclrtin E'c:rkham, p. 91 
2. Ibid., p. 230 
3. At e:i_,o:ht yee.rs of .s.e;e r:.':trkha;n also read Peter F2.rley 1 s History of 

the 17orld, tl:.otJ.gll. tll.is voJ_rune e'riclentl;r v.ras 11ot oymecl b:~r the fanliJ_y. 
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ylonian and Egyptian life. Once he listened to her read this book t:b..rough 

half the ~night. 

cerned followed the months \Then he met the Ench::mter. Captivated by the 

riches of a ne'.'" Tiorld :'Thich see:ned to ha.ve been e:cposeci by the readings 

of this Enchanter, f{::n~~(ham :ploughed a t:rrenty-acre field and Tr:i th hj_s 

vrages bought an unabridged dictionar,<r e.nd the vol1mes of Eoore, Bry-

ant and Tennyson. Then, a.ccording to Yarkham, he was on 11 'Pisgah 1 s 

l:eif~ht. The heavens onenecl before me and the days that followed '.Tere 

fiJled ;;d:th the joy of liv:i.ng. 1111 

The effect of tlcese and other literary works d.th :Thich Markham 

came in contact was that of a deepening of imagination and. an attract-

ion tmrard the mystic.:>.l ele!'lents of life. In li'in..rkha.m 's own words, a 

poet is one '::bo 11 lifts the curtain from t l~e material thus revealing 

the deer, eterna.l mea.J1.J.ngs. 112 It has already been seen that many 'Here 

the influences in 1Earkham 1 s boyhood that steered hir.1 towr:.rd a slight 

they neverthe1ess did adcl. a little nouris:b.!rtent thereto. 

Up to his twenty-second year, lfu.rkham ha.d not come into con-

t2.ct vii th any relicious books (excluding the Bible) which cou1d in-

fluence his tbinJdne;. Perhaps it -vms just as vre11 tha.t ttus far the 

Bible w::>.s his so1e printed guide, for the religious experiences of his 

ado1escent years cou1d have he.d no firmer basis. Eut now, at the age 

f' t t .f. • -'- '• ' • • • 1\' t' d • .!. ( -- • ) (;h h o_ vren y-vwo, JUS v .su 'Ger J OlDJ.ng a r"e no .J.s v Unlon -' urc . , he gain-

eel the friendship of a mathematj_cs teacher vrho came occasionally to 

• • • • • 

1. F'lmrer, p. 231 
2. 1E.:>.rkham: 11 Po2try: Defining the Inclefin.:>.blett, from The Poetry H.e -

view, Sept-Oct, 1929, ch. :x:xvn 
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preach at the church. He gave to Markham the remains of an Episco-

pal rector 1 s library. The effect of this gift is best told in I;iark-

ham 1 s ovm words : 

I felt as if I had discovered a continent ••• I'!ii1Jman 1 s Historv
of latin Christianity Ti<?.s there, and oth.er books but the crmm
ing find we.s a series of books and discourses of "William Ellery 
Channing ••• for six :months every sp2.re minute I read those 
books. I begfm to see tha.t there ·was a broad and lofty vievr of 
rel:!.gion; a vievr founded on common sense, and yet, which had in 
it the mystic vision also-sucb as I had. eXDeJ(ienced in my con
version a few years before doi'T11 in San Jose.-

Thus one sees tbat as f:.'.r back as in his early tvrenties 1Ie>.rk-

ham vras aJ.ready influenced, through Channins, to a definite two-})hased 

phiJ.osophy wh:Lch combinec' the practical '.~rith the mystical. 

Stidger once asked 1-Ic.rkham Trh2.t vrere the ten grea.t books of 

his life, j_n the order of the:!.r influence upon him. This chapter deals 

Y.ri th the influences of E<!rkh2.:n 1 s early l:Lfe, and though many of tbe ten 

books v;hich Ntarkhc>"'ll l:l stec come into his later life, to preserve the 

continuity of l'.:.arkha;·n 1 s reply to Stidger, all ten v.rill be considered. 

Said l-·;arkham: 

1. Hif I had to nick ten books to take to a deser;t; island to cheer my 

]:ieart most, and zive me spiri tua.l stren:;;:th for the vray, I would take 

first of all the Gospels of Jesus • 112 Then }.Farl:;:ham -vrould take :3 

2. Amiel 1s Journal: records the history of Amiel 1s soul in contact 
"Nith the vast mystery of existence. 

J. 
)..1. 

6. 

,Shakespe2.re 1 s dramas: greatest })oet of all times. 
Selected Poems of ~obert Browning: after Shakespeare, Brovming is 

the grea.test ti;ir>J:er in the re2 lm of poetTy. 
foems of John Milton: the man vrho could 11rise at ti'lles to the lev

el of the sublime and T'laintain hi':'.self in thc:.t eY.E.lted a.tmos
phere-- the place vrhere man touches ete:r·ni ty and God. n 

;·[illiam Ja.mes: The TVill to Believe: 11 he flinzs all fos_;gy meta-

. . . . . 
1. Stidger, E::l1·vin E2.rkham, pp. 233,1.: 
2. Ibid., p. 97 
3. All evaluations 2.re r:.:a.rkham 1 s. Cf ,. Sticlger, Eclvr:i.n E2.rkham, pp. 97, 8 
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physics and theolog;'r aside, and a:rprcaches the ••• amd.ous 
questions of the soul from the vievrpoint of the man in the 
street. 11 

James Eartineau: A Study of Religion: ](eenest intE' lligence in 
modern world that ever touched the great mystery nf religion. 

Joseuh Le Conte: Evolution in its Relation to ReJio;dous Thou2:ht: 
"sets forth all that is imuortant in-:··the doctriMof evolution. 

Henry Drummond: Eatural La.,..r j_n the Spiritual '.'!orld: the first 
gre;::t book to show th.at wh<>.t is worth while in religion has 
found2~ tion 1.roon the eten;e:l loP"ica.l life. 

}manuel Srredenborg: Hea.veD and Eell: first <?Te?.t thinker to 
make it pla:!.n tl:'!E.t the next ]j_{e is onljr 8:1: evolution of this 
life. 

J.rc.rlcham cotlld not be co:r~ined to ten bool(S, and acldeci to tl~is 

list Thonas Ieke Bc<.:cris 1 The Arcana of Christianity, Victor Hugo 1s Les 

Fiserables and The Fan 'Sho _].,augh~, and F .R. de I~?mer.nais 1 The Words of 

a Believer. 

D. TI:::rly Religious E:x.perience 

Stidger s2.id that 111C?..rkham found God througll a two-fold pro-

cess; one a single, cl.e£'inite, U~)heaving religious experience in ado-

lescence; the other throu::_::h a slorr ~)rocess of evolution, brought about 

by a lifelonr:r, conta.ct 'rrith the clxurch, v..:.tth preachers, a devoted Christ

j_an motl1ei'. • • rrl 

;p;:L th reference to this stud·;;-, Farkh2.rn. 1s evolutionary religious 

e:cr,wrience has been cle2.l t '.'ri th in -cart in this chapter, and indirect-

ly ;r:LJ.l be a1ludec, to in chaptsrs II and III. It is the :ourpose of 

this section to stuC!.y rkham 1 s adolescent 1.rchea\'ing religious e:x::per-

ience and vir,:w the m2.n '::ho deveJ_oped from. the transformation. 

1. Influences 

a. Home 

':'ihen asked to describe his adolescent personal re1igious e~oer-

ience, or transform2.tion, l!a.rlrllaYn first told of his mothe::>.' 1 s influ-

. . . . . 
1. E:tid.ger, Ecb:'!in I.iarkham, p. 226 
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ence: her mm sniritua.l life and her desire to have I'arkham ·""ttencl Sun-

day School awl church froB the t:i.mc:: he '<"as a small child. Ee tr2.ced 

hj_s q_uest for spj.ri tu.al tr1.1.t11s 1::2.cl-c to tlte t:L"11.es b.e ~~To11ld J1e2.1 .. l:~is 

he:t' influence, for it Tt;o.s thet ·d1icl• sta.rtecl. the y;rocess c>.t the cul-

b. Scriptures 

As has been already stated, the Scrinhrres had a profolmd ef-

fsct oD. ~·.s.rld1am. For a young lad, his y;as a thorough lmowledt;e of the 

Bible, esnecially of the Gosnels. <-Tesus Tra.s bis 11 hero 11 • Yihile still 

o.ttending school, he ex:_oressec1 his desire to join the local church in 

San Jose, ·which desire \Y2.s fulfilJ.ed at tbe tj.me of. his bap·tisn. He 

took the Eatter seriousJ.~r, hut le.ter he reflected th?.t thst Tras not 

his deeyest religious e::q;e rie:J.ce. 

a pro1one;cxl t:irne of 1.-;eflection, during whic":I t:bne the Word vras cl.oin:::; 

'i,-hen the blazing J.igbt came, Y2.rkhc.".:::• se.'!; the.t the 11 1 only 

path to trc:>.'<.rel -vr2.s the Dcth thP.t leads to the feet of Chr:i.c::t. and his 

cross. 111 2 Thus it is seen that it vras a li:nowledge of the central 

truth of tts Gospels reg2.rdin~; the Christ of Calvar7 that led him in-

.... ,.., 
\,)>_f t11is, the greatest of all his reJ.j_gious experiences • 

c. Local Church 

day 2chco1, or church, or both. I-Ie '~:-rould often go to rev-1 val. meetings 

y;hc:re the '!'.:'reachers nre2.cl•ed 7dth H 
1 voices that could al:.d did hlrrl 

t.lmnderbolts of the fe2.r ·o~f God into the most abject sinners. 1 n3 Of 

Ale::\?.nder Jolmson 1s preacb.in::: liLsrkha.:m se_ys, 111 '·''·e all sat t.here, es-

1. Cf. Ante, p. 19 
2. ~'tidger, ;;:d~·dn Ec.r~~he.m., p. 231 
3. Ibid., p. 227 
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pecially the children, na1e and horrified 'l'rith the r:rospect of a gulf 

of he:!J_ into ':;hich ';"Te :1ight. soon be hurJ.ed. tltl He recalls another 

preacher vrho 2.lw2-;rs ended h:ts ninety-minute sel'TI10n vrith a burst of 

tears. At times in the local church tb f:re was an over-emphas:i_s on 

e:notion, but only a.s a result of a de.:?.d-ec_rnestness and concern for 

the so;_:J.s of the people of the commu.Pity. T'ne church a~cpears to 

have beer~ efficient in org2.n:i.ze.tion ,gnc1 rr,inistry. After !:~e.rkham's 

f:i:rst rel:i.g:i.ous experience, he jo:i.nro tl:e church and was baptized. 

The church was 2- non-l:i.turgicc:.l anc:_ fundamental or(;anization. It 

clai.i:ted. to l1a1re 110 c2 tecl1isr:1 nor creed~-- the on1:y creed beir:tr:~ tbe 

Bible. It extended the hanc_ of fellowship to ;:myone Y:ho acknoY:-ledged 

Christ as Sa1.riour. It ex:horted ne-rr Chri stic:ms to live in con.£ ormi ty 

with Christ's teaching. 

Under the influence of such a fe11ovrshir of saints and r1rea.ch-

ing of tb.e v:ord Earkh2!'1 o:ras ]Jrepared, as he vre.s also by other influ-

ences ment:Loned previomol;r, for the transforTn.in;:r, :po':rer of divine 

grace vrhich 7i2.S to dr.e.~'" hj_rn to God. :i.n thr-Jt Road-tc-Da:ma.scus exper-

ience. 

2. Conversion 

a. Occasion a.nd T:y-pe 

not the tllrning point in his spiritual life. The occasion of :b.is real 

conversion is best described by his oTm vrords: 

I remember, however, after I h::d been baptized_, c:.nd. after I had 
joined the church, even after .L had 1;een vrithin the iv.fluence of 
the church from two years of 2_ge, a very defi.nite time vrhen v.-h"t 
I caJJ. Tll;,<t religious experience c2ne to r1.e. I hac1 !Jeen J_istenin:z 
to a seTies of revival sermons when aJ.l at once it COJne over me~ 

. . . . . 
1. Stidger, Ii'dxr:Ln ?'ar)~ham, p. 228 
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like a flash of revealing light, light such as never had been seE)n 
by me on land or se<:\; light such as sr..ines only from some gre2.t Fc.r
adise; light the.t I sba.l"2. never forget; tha.t the only pa. th to trav
el TT2.S t1•e na.th tb8.t le2Jis to the feet of Christ and his cross. I 
sey; it all :in this burning, blazing, e.J_most blinding flash of in
sip;ht. And with very deep enotion I tolO. the preac.her of my exper-
. - ' "" . . , t -L t. l . h . ~ J.1 J. bl • l . ,__, 1- f lence anc: o.'- my lnsJ.fr1 • . "\,o_ci. lm o:c ~_,_12. v . _a.zmv 

1
J.g11\,, o_ my 

F:oad-to-Damascus eX'-e rience. I was overcome by it. : ·· 

As a res1.1.lt of tl:is conversion, EaTkham Tra.s again received in-

to the fellowsl1ip of the local church, on the b2.sis of his confession 

th2t he acknovrJ.edged Christ as Saviour ' arlo. of his pledge to try to 

live in con~fol"mity rith Christ's tea.ching. 

b. Effects 

From t!1e 1:1.oment tl1e crea.t light flasl1ecl. UiJon Edvrj_n Iv~rlchat11 

revealing the one and only path of 1ife, he vras a new man. It YJ2.S 

a. Sl.Ickl.en change, and a real che.nge. Of its effect on him, r:i<>rkhmrt 

said: 

I certainlv had the feelinE tbat I had taken a sud.den and ser
ious ste~; ~1pon the ne·:· nath oft.he light I h:td seen; a step that 
'.'T8.s to lead :ne away frcm t.be frivoiliities and ~,;eneral disorders 
of the world. Fron that hir:h moment on I have :felt. a closer 
unity with the Divine I\~aster; and that unity· ms never been 
broken lJ.n.to this h~ur: T'nat 11nity is one of the sure perman
encies of my life. 

From this very testim.on7 it is t.o be noted tb2.t prior to his 

cm"'.ve!'sion Y:arkham :found himseJ_f involved ~-n the ·vrorld 1 s fri\r6J:ity 

a.nc1 its gene:r:al d2sorder. Eo:'; aJJ_ things h2.d becom.e nev:, C?.nd he felt 

hiljl_self lifted from the vrox'ldly to tbe heavenly, from the corrupt to 

the ho1~r, fro"1 an identification ':·:-:i.th Sate.n to a m~i t;r ·with the Di-

vine }:aster. Before, he h2.cl found hrnself in a chaos of creeds and 

doubts, seeking 11anxiously for the unifying principle of life. u3 EoTr 

Christ beca,-ne the revelation of C:od. This vras the new EchYin Ivl;rrkham. 

. . . 
1. .Stidger, Id;·.rin E.".rkham, p.2Jl 
2. Ibid., pp. 231,2 
3. Ibid., p-~ 208 
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This WE!.S the experience th::>t affected llis messc;.ge in nrose and noet

ry of T:hich he vr2.s soon to be m2.ster. 

One ma~r speculate on the various possible philosophies that 

K..a.rkh<nn might he>ve c1eveloped were it not for such an exa~rience at 

the foot of the cross of Christ. Uo to this period :Ln his lif'e there 

\':ere the various mystical influences vrhich coulc1. easily have m2.de 

Earkham a "l)ure nystic, but 2.s a result of this conversion he bec&"lle 

a Christian mystic, 1.mitnmm things of God now finding tl:eir revelation 

in Christ. 1\.'T<?,rkham could have become a pantheist, but finding Go:l 

2.nd Christ tll.rough such a sniri tua1 exnerience outside of any mater

ialistic environment me.de him the Christian idealist. 

The succeedin2: ye2,rs of his life, ancl. the ':mrks thereof, must 

always be viewec'l in the light of this great experience, but with at 

least one quaJj_fice.tion. F'rom. aJ1 evidence, I\':a.rlchmn, in his convers

ion, accepted Christ 1 s death as e:x:pia.tory for his sins. Yet, e.s will 

be shown in the succeeding chapters, he was influenced by men like 

Vfi11iam ChanninG and Emanuel S·weclenborf!. to deny such efficacy. With 

this borne in mind, it vri1J. be easier to lmderstand his 12.ter beliefs, 

'Hhich in so man~-- as:nects a:npe2T t0 1>resent inconsistencies with the 

Christian faith. 

The purpose of this chapter wa.2 to set forth the influences 

in I''a:rkhem 1 s life vrhich led to a :nhiloso:nh:;r th::>.t was origina.lly Christ

ic.n, slightly mystic2.1, and prag;matic. 

Eaw·:i.n :f,~a.rlcham 1 s deeply religious nature is trc.ced back tc the 

infJ.uence of boi:D,pBrents, especially lc.is mother, who brought him up 

on the teachinzs of the Bible and took him regularly to Sunday Scb.ool 
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and church. His search for sniritual truth YJas intens:i.fied during 

his boyhoo0 r:mch life, vJhen Goo 1 s universe and nature were the Uni

versity, long solitary days were the st1.1dy ~Jeriods, and the Bible, es

pecially tbe Gospels, 'Nas the textbook. Such v.ras Iliarkham 1s prepar

ation for thG deepest religious e:cperience he was ever to undergo, 

naBely his HRo9.d-to-Damascns 11 conversion, Y!hen the world lost its 

hold on him end he realized a definite union ;:lith Christ. 

Yarkhcun 1s slight mysticism Yre.s derived first of c>.ll fro:n both 

parents, who themselves vrere to a f2.ir degree mystical. His medi ta

ti ve life in the open country nourished this inclination, along \'Ii th 

his l)ersonal cont2.ct Tri th tne mystic E11chanter, Ec.rr:sr Go Hill, and. a 

f:;rmYing 2~co.uaintance \'ritb the v2.rious noets wbo delved :Lnto thinss of 

the lJ.DJ~no'tm. 

T'ne pragmatic anc1 ~actical e.spe ct of Markbam 1 s pl".d.losoph;r -vms 

born in E2rkham 1s boyhood. Broup,ht l'-P by pioneering ~Jarents, endur

ing poverty and toil, coming under the influence of the teachinc:;s of 

Jesus reg<n~ding the Christian 1 s relations to his neighbor, and rC?ad

ins: such a1.1thors as 'i'Tilliam Eller;r Charming, i':c"'.rkh2Jn s2.vr th3.t the herd

ship of :man rras not the original purpose of Gael, t.he.t nothing short 

of a. 1Jrotb.erh.ooc"l_ of Christians on ear:t11 shollld. be cl,esirecl. Out of 

this early b2cke;round \'Tas soon to cane forth the "battle-cry of the 

next tbousancl. ;rears. 11 



CP&P'l'ER II 

Ili .. I\.JiKHllli~ 1 S BELIE!!'~) AS R£NEi;.LED 

BY HIS WOHKS AND AKNOTATIONS 



i'"AREilJllE 1 S BELIEFS f\S F:EVEALED Ff HIS WORKS AND 

AN1-JOTJi_ TiotiS 

A. Introd1J.ction 

'.l'he silent ye2.rs cf 1::2.rkham 1 s life T:-ere those of his teach-

lng career, :·;bich extended up to the year 1899. In thet year he re-

signed the Eeacimastersi-,.ip of the Tom:nldns Observ?..tion School at Oak

land 2.i1d mo,red ea:::t to Brookly:n Tr:LtL his ~·:ii:e_,· Afl..na Catherine Eurphy, 

nhom he hacl just m2.rried the previous ye.s.r. It ','i"2.S jD.st at this time 

th2t his f2ne as a l)Oet bef:;<:m to bs heralder' followin~; the rmb1ish

in'? of 11 T:he !'.hn ':iith tbe Ho e11 • 

Ll though the yea.rt-: ?)receding 12:99 ':rcre silent for him, they 

Trc:re the inrport2nt formative }::'eriod of ICc:;.rkha.B 1 s life. Juc:t 2.s the 

l1is cnnversj_on c.nCL before b.is gre2t proclamation of the d_i-vine 1nes~"-

sage entrusted to him, even so Yc>.rl-:hs.:n. -..-re.s quietly prep2rins for his 

proclamation of the mess2.c;e ':Jritten so indelibly'1.mon his heart. 

~:'hile it is tn1e t.hot an analysis of EE.rkham 1 s beliefs is m2.de pre

c-lom::i.nantl:r on the basis of t.is v;orks -cublished after 1899, it is to 

be l)ornc in ::'line~ tl:.:::t 1'!lc.n:r, :Lf not c.J_l, of tb .. e seecis of s·uch beliefs 

v.'cre S7-,'m in the ear1ier yesrs. 

m:>.tic theo1os;y. In fact, on Be·,r.,rend Dr. Behrends 1 st2.tement before 

Fut old. 
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bonfire and the shelving."l To ?,',oorkhc>~'Tl, creeds Trere un..11.ecessary c:md 

often misle2.ding. He said: 

Perhaps Yrhen they come to the formulation o:f a nm7 creed our fer
;,~.enting churches 7Iill find th-::t no creed is needed-- onl~r a coven
.snt to lead the brotherly J.ife. They o:rill find, psrhaps, that 
Christianity is not 2. dogm2. to be believed, but 2. life to be lived-
-"';' d ·~1'"',],_ l-i·"'tlo " ..... h . rh.,..·c,t . '" +"' .~ "',],_ d- 1 f' b 1 .. f .t ~-D v ... -u 2 -~- v --~ IaJ..u .. .c J..11 .- • ]..,_, J..S .. or ull a g.L ec. u ea_ 0- 8 J..e 

a bou_t 11i7!1. 

':';hile it is true that Jtarkha!Tt did not consider creeds or re-

he ,·;orJ.d admit the Sermon on the ~-ount ano the Golcl.en Ev.le as the 

':r:Lctions, as hundreds of hi2 ·;wrks reveal. 

It ha.s alreacl::r been stated. that Earkham 1 s ph:i.loso~-chy w2.s a 

combin.s.tion of tYe idealistic a:1d :::>ragm.st.ic, the spiritual and the 

mun6::.::.ne. The pr.s.gm2.tic and mundene phase of thj_s 9hilosophy Trill 1Je 

ex.a1nined in cm:·"ter III, where rFa.rkhc.m 1 s social messa.ge is to be con-

sid_ered. It is the pl'.rpose of this chaptc·r to present the idealistic 

a.nd spiri t·ua.1 aspect of his phjJ.osoph:r. Tl1.e outJ.ine ~·:ill follm·: the 

subjects of God, Jesus, man, salvation c.nd irrDort.e.lity, '.Yhich outline 

11 1\:~y reJ_igion, in its larger reacJ1es, in.vol ves t.l'~ree tl1i11gs: Trtu?.t I 

think ai->out God; Trhat I think about man; anc~ whc.t I tr.d.nk abo1.1.t 1ife 

2.nd. de,?.t.h. u3 T:.11e E;tudy yd.lJ. conclude ·:::i.tb 2. consirlere.tion of scme 

j_~Q.l:;lica.tions of I·:.:>.rJ:ha:m 1 s religiaus beliefs, c.nd his general intsrore-

1. IV:arkham, 11 If Hot tf:<.e Cres~~s '.':hat?". ( unnc.r:ned, unc2.ted l';eriodic2.1 
c1iFDing, filed 2t the :F:~:l;·r:in l:'~.rkharn Library, ~.'!a.gner College. 
This .::>.nc1 all other unnamed or unpublished references, hereafter 
ref erTed to, c.re on file at. the Ed:rrin T"~arkhc.m Ii brary. ) 

2. Loc. cit. 
3. l':arkha.m, in Ttce New Church .i:essem;er, (Larch 5, 1930), p. 170 



-30-

tations of the Bible. 

B. Beliefs liegarcling God 

l. God. 1 s Character 

a. Omnipotence 

Ma:rkhalil. once made this annotation in a volume of his library, 

revealing a belief in God's preeminence qualified by kinship with man: 

God is the Supreme Ean of all worlds. flhenever you find man, 
you find God in some degree of perfection. Over all vrorlds there 
is a Supreme I.~n: that H.:m is God. God is not ;)uperhuman, but is 
the Supreme fiian. 0~ the highest Throne sits a 1vian- that Man is 
God, the All-Father. 

To J,iarkharn, God is infinite, the Creator of man: 

Do something, brother, to befi~ 
An offspring of the ID~'ini tel 

Concerning God 1s creation of man, I:larkha.'ll noted the following: 

It must have been in the mind of God from the beginning to cre
ate rcan. Had he not created man, creation ·would havs lacked its 
fundmnental idea and realization ••• ,\ihen God said, 11 let us make 
man in our imagen, it implied that man's creation was in God 1s 
mind previously. 1f!an iS the only being that can l§ve God, and·. man 
is the OJ:l~Y being that can be loved truly by God. 

Nature is also the handiwork of God: 

There's a tD~ill in the sod 
At the touch of the God, 4 
And a song in my heart for the gift and the Giver. 

This infinite God, beyond man. 1 s full knoYrledge, is forcibly 

put in the poem, nDreyfus 11 : 

There is a something sacred lli~d subli~e, 

. . . . . 
1. Annotations of Farkham in \','ieman, iiacintosh, Otto: Is There a 

God'? A Conversation, p. ll. This and the follOiTing references to 
LarkhaJn. 1 s annotations are preserved in Iv,arkham 1 s orig-inal harid.
-,;riting in the many volumes of his personal library TI)W contained 
at the f..O.vrin ],·:arkham Library, ·;:agner College. 

2:.. ].\arkham, Bk IV(f'ourth book of verse: see bibliography for complet,e 
t,jtJe), HYour Great Houru, p. 31 

3. Annotations of Larkham in E. },:O.rtensen: Christian Dogmatics, p. 84 
L. I!arkham, Bk III, n~'find On the Eyen, p. 87 
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:uo':'"in~ beh~nd the worl~s, . bey?rrl our ken, . 
''elghlng tne stars, vrelgrJ.ng "Ghe deeds of men. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Take heart, 0 soul of sorrow, and be strong: 
There is One greater than the ·whole \1orld 1 s vrrong. 
Be hushed before the high benignant .:.··ower 
That goes Th"ltarr-y"'ing to the reckoning hour •1 

b. Omniscience 

M8.rkh2m 1 s God knows ill things: the infinitely great, the in-

fini tesbally small. This knowledge Harkham likes to call Divine Vis-

ion, and describes it in a poem under that title: 

And he sees before Him ress 
Souls and planets in a glass: 
And T!ithin the music: hears 
All the motionsr:of 'all spheres, 
All the whispers of all feet, 
Cries of triumph and retreat, 
S~ngs_of ~yst~~ an~ ?f souls, 2 Clrcling "GO tnelr mlgn ty f;oals. 

c. Love 

In vierr of an 11all-benigm.nt l~ovrer 11 ths.t ;·nade all things and 

knows all things, it is a myster:r to Earkham thc:t. this rower should 

be in·t.erested in lovrly man. So he titled one of his quatrains, 11A 1iys-

teryn, the first lines of v-rhich read: 

God moves among His mighty ·vrorlds afar_, 
Yet shines in ever;_y soul a cluiet star;.J 

God is concernc'Cl with ever;/ ruan 1s soul: 

No soul can be forever banned, 
Eternally bereft: 

\:hoever falls from God 1 s r~ght hand 
Is caught into his left. L~ 

'l'o Larkham this ccncern for man by God is understandable in the light 

o•" the fc:~ct th=.t God is Love, or, as liarkha.i'Il prefers to say, Love is 

• • • • • 

l. 'Sarkham, Bk. II, p. 65 
2. IiJ.arkham, Bk. I, nDivine Vision11

, p. 98 
3. Earkham, unpu'clished 
L. £\larlrJ1a m, Bk. IV, 11 The Divine ,Strategy11 , p. 3 
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all the ·worlds llill knm-; that Love is Fate
somehow he is 9:reater even than Heaven-
in the Cosmic Council he is God.l 

This love of C:od. is manifest in Cbrist 1 s identification 1Yith the su.f-

fering of the world~ This is described hy Ec.rkham in tl:e ~Joem, 11 'l'he 

Nail-Torn God 11 , the last verse of d:ich reads as folloTrs: 

But thsre is c. God ';'rho struggles T.rith the All, 
i;.nd. sounds-·acrosc; the Ymrlds his d<mger-ca11. 

he is the builcler of roccds, the breaker of bars, 
The One forever hur1ins back the Curse; 

The 11aiJ.-torn Christus pressin;:: toward the st2crs, 
"'ll<e· He,.o oJ.' J.l1e ''"'·'-+ll'na "DJ'"er·se-2 

~ -- - J. IJ __ . ....,_c,, lJ V--~ .. ~i_2 t.A. ~- \1 o 

I 1 fl_, • • ~ ;') • • ·c,r1e Dl Vlne 1' emlnlne as -;;ell as the Di vlne l'.~.scu-

line 1crincipJ.e is in God. 11 3 Ancl so he assigns to God all the attri-

butes of a tender, loving mother. 

d. Justice 

-.. bile God loving, 2.t the same time He is just.. 'l'his is 

very succinct1y rmt in the q_uatrain entitled 11 tternal Lquities 11
: 

A11 the poised balance of God Yroulcl swerve 
Did nen not get the blessings they deserve; 
And all the vigorous scales of Fate v;oulci ;tu:n1., 
f'i i ~,en not ~et ·'-1-,e U"'; s'"rlen·'·r· t'"e'~ e"'rn L!. J_C, lL _ t:; v"l p "-- l.L:. --l·~" l!. ,_; -~. "• 

God. i::; one who keeps His Covenant, Eis yrorcl ni th man: 

For Ee that framed the impenetrable 9lan, ~ 
And keecs Eis ·word w-:l:t.h thee, will keep Yrith nan.' 

In keeping Yrith God 1 s justice, -r;hat proves to be punisbment to one 

man becomes blessing to another: 

The storm the.t washt his field e.way, 
~Jatered :my field for· the harvest clay: . . . . 

l. Eari-cha.'ll, Bk. I, HLove 1 s VigiJ.11, p. 55 
2. li:arkharn, Bk. V, p. 58 
3. r.=arkham, footnote to 11 Son;:: To the Divine Eother11

, Bk. I, p. 121 
l.:. ~:iarkham, unpublished ~ 
5. Markham, Bk-. I, 11 The Butterf1y11 , p. 57 
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Lightnings thc:.t burned his proud abode, 
Lighted my feet on a dangerous road: 
Gales th2.t hurled his ship to the delp' 
Drove mine hone to the harbor sleep. 

But vrhile God metes out His justice continually, there is to be the 

final judt;ment. "lh 1 . ' "llb". ,-.'I h ,2 ·1 _e rec_.;:onlng nour rrl_ e :t.n voo. s "ana. Th2.t will 

be a time 11.,hen God reveals Eis avrful face. 113 

2. Gcd. 1 s frovidence 

To Harkham, God is t!Je provider of o.ll things to men, the 

guide alone; the path, the pilot on the seas. In 11A Collect for 'Thanks-

giving Day 11)l he thanks God for providing the material as vrell as the 

spirit·c.'.al. He thaPJ:s Him for the sky, hills, trees, rain, light, night, 

even beauty, friends, faith, nemories, hope of heaven~ :L!arkha.m finds 

peace and security in. the hollow of Gocl 1s f'alm: 

~-Lt t~:e. he~.rt o~' the c~clon~ ~earing the sky 
Anc;_ :::ln1g:t.ng tne clouas ana. l:ihe tovre:-cs by, 

Is a place of central cam,: 
::Jo here in the roar of mortal things, 
I bwe a place vrhere my spi:r:"i t s~ngs, 

In the hollow of God 1 s 1-'a]Jn • .:J 

God is the unseen Filot: 

I sail a sea, but I never know 
·.:ho is the filot, for he sits alone. 

Ye~,~ i:J~neon:- i~. ~J? at t~1e wheel, altho 6 hls face lS nJ.cwen, hJ.s name unknovm~ 

Typical Trith ?Earkharn, while he ever looks to God, his e~res are never 

t.urneci mray from man, the comn1on toiler. So it is even here that as 

he considers God 1s providence, he sees it made possible by the instru-

ment of man. His poem 11 The Carriers of the Loadu describes the toils 

of the laborer and tr~e benefits to civi1ize.tion from these toils. At 

. . . . . 
1. :t,,a.rkham, Bk. V, ~~"\iny·~ 11 , p. 112 
2. i'Jarkham, Bk. II, 11 Dre;yfus 11

, :o. 65 
3. Markham, Bk. IV, HA Judgment Eourn, p. 37 
L~. I:Iarkl1BJ11, in Elea1101~ H:~ Cc'4ld:t7ell: Entertainer and r;ntertained, P• 89 
5. };arkham, Bk. III, 11 The dace of f'eace 11 , p. 108 
6. 7.Tarkham, Dk. V, 11 The linseen l=j_lot 11 , p. lll 
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the end of the poe..-·n he Yrri tes : 

These are the conscripts carr;y:i..ng mrr· loads; 
These are the hands th2.t pave our rugged roads; 

Eih~pe even ~.}:~ shoes vri t~ -vrhich ~u~· feft are s:Cwd
iv:c.ke pos sl bJ..e the prov'ldence of God! 

3. God 1 s \'Jill 

I.:arkham lays much to the Tdl:L of God in a mans life. The 

soul in the Yrill of Goci has as little to do vd th that vrill as an arrow 

in flight h2.s to the bow· that sent it: 

The fJ.;':i..ng arrow, 1movdng its ·qa th is made, 
Goes sine;ins; softly at the bOTi 1 s behest, 

Taking its destined jourrre7 unafraid-
In every moment of the flight at rest. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 • • • • • • 

So 

Go 

speed, 0 Soul, to ;;,rour divine abode: 
Go singing throu;)-J. the shado·,;~ and the light
bravely on your high-a~ppointed. road, 
At rest in ever:r moment of your flight. 2 

God 1s vrlll may be delayed by evil, but in the end it is accomplished. 

Just 1;1s a 11 chance rock. • • may change a river 1 s coursen, yet cannot 

tthold it from its.ciestiny, the sean, even so, 11 God is not foiled. 113 

Behind the mystery and awe of' the Cosmos, 11 God 1s sure han.d presses to 

a. blessed. end. n4 Gocl as F'ilot steers the destiny of man.5 

Gael cr"ooses Eis instruments for a.ccomplishing His v:ri1l. In 

one sense men are partners vli th Goo in building the vrorld. 6 Just so 

He chose i1...11erica to build the HErother-Futuren bea.m on beam. To Iuner-

ica i'Earkham calls: 

ior same large Fv.r:~ose, since the youth of Tim~, 
7 You were kept hidden in the Lord 1 s right hano .• 

• • • • • 

1. I\~arkham, Zion's Herald, (September 13, 1933) p. 877 
2. Earkh2.1-n, Bk. II.L, llli.est In Flight 11 , p. 109 
3. MarJ:rJ1a.m, :t:e.utilus, (August, 1909), n Be Patient \'Ii th Godu. 
)-!.. 11'iarkham, Bk • .Ll, liThe Lighty hundrecl. Years 11 , p. 26 
5. Ivlark..hau, 11 The un·s een i'ilot 11 , op. cit. 
6. See. }.;arkhmn, l'oems of Sunlit Heights, 11 PartnersH, p. 3.5 
7. Earkham, Bk. II, 11 The l!.;rrand L11perious 11 , p. 51 
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God even uses evil men to accomplish Eis 1-r.i.ll: 

All things, good and evil, build the road. 
Yea, do':m in the thick of things, the men of greed 
l1re thtL"'Ilping the inhospitable clay. 
By wondrous toils th_e men vdthout the Dream, 
Led onward by a something una·wares, 
Are la·ying the foundations of the Dream, 
The Kingdom of Fraternity foretold.l 

4. God's Revelation 

a. In Nature 

It l'ras noted in Chapter I how Eaxkham as a boy on the ranch 

say;- God so intiraatel~r in nature. So it is not sl:;.rprising that. in his 

le.ter poems he should reveal the beliefs thus originated. i.Iarkham savr 

God in the vast motion of the sphere. A poet 11feels the motion of the 

sphere and builds his song in sacred fear. 112 Larkham sa-:.rr God. in the 

bee.uties of i\Tature. In the grass was soft growing; in the r•ock, hush-

ed fir:rrmess; flov.rers, siJ.i'lplicity; poppy, hope; tree, kindness and pa

tience; and in crickets, joy) He even saw the brotherly spirit oi' a 

rock: 

I huddled close against the mighty cliff. 
A sense of safety and of brotherhood 
Broke on the heart: the shelter of a rock 1. 

Is sweeter than the roofs of all the vmrld. J.l. 

Ee sarr the peace of God in the davm•5 The t:canquilli ty in nature, 

vrhen contrasted to the fret and cares of man, revealec\ a tragedy: 

Oh, the fret of the brain, 
And the vmunds and the ';rorry; 

Oh, the thought of love and the thought of death
And the soul in its silent hurry·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

:but the stars break above, 
And the fields flovrer under; 

. . . 
l. J<Earld1am, Bk. II, 11 The Hew CentUI"Jn, p. 67 
2. Ibid., 'if'oet-Lore 11

, p. 119 
3. lv:arkham, Bk. I, "A .l:'rayer 11 , p. 28 
4. 1;0arkh.?-l1l, Bk. I, 11 In the E:torm 11

' p. L9 
5. I:iarl"u.~am, Bk. I, HA Lyric of the Davmn, p. 71 
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/\nrJ t "ho tr..., r;·-ical ll. f 0 of rnan '0 s Qn -- ..... ~ ......... _....... . o.o..J- ........ -....... ..... .. il g e j_.l. ' 

Surrounded by beauty and wonder. 

In his imagination, l.:.C.r/"J1am onee m2.de a pilgrimage to find God. He 

went to the holy tombs and to the broken altars, listening for His 

voice, lookin~; for Eis footprint, but found them not. It vras on his 

return ·journey th2.t he fow.'1d God in the song of a lark, in the vronder 

of a rose, in the blessin8 of a well, in the beauty of a lover 1s face, 

an.d in t~ne signal of the sun. 2 

b. In lc;an 

God formed man in Eis ovm L11age. So it is that l,:.CTkl:1anl sees 

the shado-ri-form of God in every hmnan heart. This he sets forth in 

the quatrain, iil:nfinite Depths 11 : 

The little pool, in street or field apart, 
Glasses the deep heavens and the rushing storm; 

And into the silent depths of every heart, 
The Eternal throws its awful shadovr-form.3 

It is this s&me reflection of God in man that 1-Jalldla.m was referring to 

when he said, 11 Know man and you vrill know the deep of God. 11 4 God 

speaks his heart through mortal man. So it is ths.t the poet 11Hears 
.... 

through the roc:r of mortal thin::;s the Goo. 1 s immortal whisperings; n!:> 

c. In Christ 

karkham believed in the Incarnation-- God in the flesh in the 

l~erson of Christ-- for Gcrl is Christ. One of his annotations reads: 

l. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
~-
6. 

Yes, Tie Jnay conceive of God as like Christ, because God is Christ. 
In ?hri~t ~~ a.ll __ the God

6
Y:e know. ·\lhatever is beyond Him has fold

ed ln tne .t' ~rst I:1ystery. 

• • • • • 

hlarkham, Bk. 1., nThe Tradegy11
, p. 97 

i:•arkP..am, Bk. III, 111·levelatioh11 , u. 102 
~·:arkh2.111, Bk. I, p. 43 ... 
r~arkha-rn, Ek. III, HThe Deep of God11 ' p. 98 
Larkha.m, Bk. II, 0 toet-tore 11

, p. 119 
Annat. of I.1arkha.m in F·rancis J. EcConnell: The Christlike God, P• 33 
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'i'his is also stated in one of his favorite c'-uatre:dns: 

Here is thE: truth in a little creed, 
£nough for all the ways vre go: 

In Love is all the Lavr -,c;e need; 
In Christ is all .the God v;e knovr.l 

Christ is '.the supreme revelation of Goc1.. To see the nail-

torn Christ is to see the nail-torn God. To see the Kin&:;dom of Christ 

is to see the iiingdom of God. To see the miraculous povrer of Christ 

is to see the omnipotence of God. 

c. Beliefs Regarding Jesus 

1. Life 

To 3\larkhmn, Jesus was both man cilYJ. God. He was man in that he 

died; Ee vzc.s Gocl in tbat Ee rose again and 11ascended into the heroic 

life11 • He lived a career the.t was an 11 epic of passion and grief and 

heroic hope-- one of ttoe terrific tragedies in the Xars of God. It 

ever;ywhere touches on the Ideal, the one eternal kingdom of poesy. It 

begins with a soft idyl of v:onder and joy, ~)asses through whirlwind, and 

earthquake, rising e.t last to the wllite caL11 of eterni ty. 112 

1.1arkham recalled his shepherd life, how one December night, as 

he vratched the Him;-neinorial :TI:J.rch of sta:<.~ on glorious star;t3, he en-

visioned the shepherds of old: 

':'iho savr the hosts go by, the heavens U...'1i'old, 
And heard the co ng shake dovm 
High over David 1 s tovm, 
(:here the bare stall was His 
iiho on the Right Hand is; 
;:hile Y·agi on the Sy-.cian sa.r...O.s afar ~ 
',·:"ere hastening: at the sign2.l of a star. · 

• • e e • 

1. :r~~arkh2JD., unpublished 
2. L2rkham, The Forum, (January, 1910), nThe foet:ry of Jesus 11 , p. 5h 
3. J,iarkham, Bk. III, 11 0n the Suisun Hills 11 , p. 88 
L~. Loc. cit. 
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The Fa[;i sang a song at the manger of the Ch:rist Child: 

This is the One vre worship in the splendor oi'the fire: 1 He is the dream of every heart, he is the vmrld 1 s desire. 

I.\arkhe.r.l sav: G-od loy;ering himself to the sorrows and toils of m2,n-

kind in order th2.t man be reconciled: 

1 Twas the God of Song and 1>/Iirth 
•·,ho descended to the Ec.rth. 
It rras He who veiled His face 
In the sorrovr of the race; 
he rrho toiled at Nazareth, 
Going vd.th us ci.orm to death; 
He who bovmd the heavens for nen, 
1~ncl arose to light again. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1':L'was the First-born Sor1 of J_,ight 
.Shore upon the hui<lan night, 
Bringing do--:m tl1e Final Truth 
In His deep eternal youth. 
God was reconciled to man 
VH1e11 the ages first began; 
~1t +'n~+ mg" be TeConc~lea' - '.·· ~ v l- L> .1.,~u • • - •• -:-- • . 2 Goei. becaJJe a lrt.tle ch~ld .• 11 

By coning the vYay of the lowly, and living t:J.1e life of trJB lovdy, Je-

sus consecrated the c anmon -.vay: 

Na,-; have the horn.ely tbings been made 
Sacred, and a glory on thell'. laid. 
:For He whose shelter vias a stall, 
'l'he King, vras born among +.hem all. 
Be came to handle savi and plane, 
To use and hallow the 1=-rofane: 
Now i~s the holy not afar 
In temples lighted by a star, 
But vrhere the loves and labors are. 
Nov; that the King has gone this waJ, 
Great are the things of every clay! 

And in coming to this earth, Christ c2.me not for his ovm 

salce, but for the sake of all men; not to gain sheep, but to provide 

the shepherd; not to be served_, but. to serve.. 'L'his is what w..c.de Christ 

1. l'''arkh2~'1l, 
"' c:.. ;:a.rkham, 
3· Larkham, 

Bk. 
J3l<:. 
Bk. 

. . . . . 
III, 11 'l'he Song of the ILagifl, n. 179 
II, ;;rrhe God of Song and Ifirth11 , p. 99 
III, 11 The Consecra.tion of the Cornman "iiayu, p. 178 
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so attractive to J,iarkha;n, as -r;;c:_ see in his cluc:,train, 11 Ghdstus 11 : 

·,;hy Cl0r::s He mc:.ke our hearts so strangely still, 
-\Ih:~ stands Ee forth so stately and so tall'? 

Be~~use He has. no self'' to s~:;,ve, n~ ~·fill __ 1 'lnat does no·c, seek t.ne Tre.uare of T,ne AlL 

2. Death 

Though Jesus came as a servant, at the same time he cc:nne as 

Kin:.;, but 11rr1en hac, no throne for him but the Cross! 11 2 In the sixth 

hou.r Iie crieC: with a loud voice, 11 It is finished!u 11 1'o all appear-

ance, the Hero of the Cross I12.d gone dorm :Ln final overthrovr ••• 

soon this obscure cross -vrould be lifted up 1.mtil its shadow fell across 

the vrorld, across the heavens. It vras soon to becorile tJ.1e eternal 

s:yrnbol of the sacrifice tht:J.t is a.t the hea:ct of all heroic lj_fe, the 

s;:rmbol of 'the lamb slain from the fmmdation of the world 1 •••• 

In the light of the cross, men were to see the divj_ner joy and more 

gloriotB :meaning of their existence. n3 . . . 
This crucifix.i.on of Christ was to iilC.rkham one of the indications 

that God was not seated comfortably in the far-off fir.ma'1lent merely 

looking dovm upon the troubles and •Noes, the disasters, the ills, of 

the earth. Ho, to 1.'arkh<:lln, God in the person of Christ stands in the 

front lines of the great struggle of mankind: 

••• there is a God vrho struggles vr.Lth the All, 
And sounds the ·worlds his danger-call. 

He is the builder of roads, ~-t!.1e breaker of bars, 
The One forever hurling back the Curse-

The nail-torn Christus pressing
4

·t,ovrard the stars, 
The Hero of the battling universe. ' 

A strilcing feature j_s that he does not accept the atoning povr-

or of Christ 1 s death as such. It is necessary- ths.t this be borne in 

• • 0 • • 

1. hlarkham, Bk. v, 11 Ghristus 11
, p. 6 

2. J:,iarkham, The :Gorum, (January 1910), 11 'I'he Poetry of Jesusu, p. 64 
3. Ibid., PP• b4,5 
b karkham, Bk. V, 11 The l'Jail-Torn God 11 , p. 58 
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mind when the later section on salvation is considered, 1Nhere it will 

be shovm that according to EarkheJil, works are the predominant saving 

power of man. Concerning Christ 1 s death, i:::arkham vrrote: 

Jesus yielded at last to r.d.s murderers because he knew there is a 
moral pmv-er in sacrifice. He ~metn tho.t his death ·would send an 
irm:J.ense DO'.'rer•:uDon his words- vrould add to his message the might 
of mart~Tdom.l " 

Christ knew that he had the only truth that could save the Trorld. 

So vital was this truth that his folloviers must guard it unto death. 

Therefore Jesus set the eY.ample by dying on the Cross. 'I'his death 

saved and i11l'i10rtalized truth b:y .. consecrating it -rJith dea.th-- 11death the 

highest n2 testimony th2.t God or man can ever ma.l<::e •••• 

Earkham 's view of the value of Christ's death is two-fold: 

first, Christ, by dying, consecrated Truth and empo-:mrecl it with a 

martyr 1 s influence. oecondly, C:t.J'ist set the exam:ole for his. ±:ollow-

ers, to defend Truth even unto death. l'.~a.rkhaJn. excluded the efficacy 

of Christ's blood in saving man from his sin, because, according to 

him, man does not need to be reconciled to a God of love~ Ic,arkham 

derived his social message by thus denying the cross' atoning value, 

and ma.king the path that Christ took predomimmtly exemplary. 

3. Resurrection and Ascension 

~:!ar!r,.ha1·n saw in Christ 1 s resurrection and ascension wondrous 

reality and living hope: 

To all appearance, the Dark Powers had broken forever the hope 
of h1.unar1ity; the Deliverer YJC?.s dead, his body sealed in a sep
ulchre of stone. But this tomb vr2.s only a. door to more ·wondrous 
hap}::enings in the long adventure of redemption. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Ee is next seen in the soft early morning of the third day, • • 
.By the stronr,; lever of the Lavr, he has forced himself back again 
irrt.o tne ea.rtbly vision • • • • Then on thG appointeci. mountain, 

. . . . . 
l. Annot~ of :.:arl~~an in EenrJ B. ;Vilson: God's ·\iill for the ·,;orld, 

rm. 51-55 
2. toe. cit. 
3. Cf. his early poem, uThe CTod of Song a11d I·i·irt11n, l)• 38 
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in a still davm, he parts from tl1em all, and the heaven receives 
hirn from their mortal eyes • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Co • • • • • • • • • • 

And all the long centuries since Calvary, the Crucified has been 
faithful to love, pre;)aring ·t:,he 'many mansions 1 , setting in order 
the nat~o~~ of: the. dea~, ~till consecrate~ tl human service as 
the In<nsJ..ole lic.rrJ..or J..n 0he world-struggle. 

It is to be notec tr12.t here also, vd.th reference to Christ 1 s 

preparin[~ the ~nansj_ons, J':iar:charn la.ys more emphasis on the relation of 

Christ to society, or the nations, than to i::::.dividuals. Thj_s vd.ll be 

brou,ght out in [;reater detail under the section E of this chapter, 

and also in chapter III. 

But it should not be overlooked that l•.larkham accepts the strict 

hj_storicj_ty of the life, death and l~esurrection of Christ according 

to the Scriptures. Tl1is is but another reflection oi' a faith firmly 

founded on the experience of hj_s boyhood a.;.'ld adolescence already con-

sidered. For a more detailed treatment of tlarlrJ1?Jn 1 s interpretatj_on 

of the life of. Christ, the reader is referred to the four monthly is-

sues.,. of The l orum, 1910, immediately succeeding the J·anuary issue to 

which references have been made in this section. 

L.. Relation to the -\'iorld 

'I'hm.1.e;h Christ ascended to be at the right hand of God, this 

by no means shuts him out of the v;or1d. For Christ is God, and actu-

ally he has been in all events since Creation: 

• • • the vast inbrothering of :man
l'he €:lory of the universe- began 
·nhen first the heart of the :L;other .t.Jar~:ness heard 

The -.lhis1)er, and tD.e ancient chaos stirred. 
:Gver the f e'et of' Christ were in events, 

Bridgin3: the seas, shaking the contj_nents. 2 

He has had influence in Yrarring nations like Chile and Argentina, con-

. . . . . 
1. }:arkhara, The li'orurn,(january, 1910), n'I'he 1:-'oetr•r of jesus 11 , p. 65 
2. }"~?.rkha.rn, ~The ·dor1d-l'u.rpose 11 , p. So <) 
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cerning vvhich karkham wrote the poem, 11 Christ of the Andes 11 : 

0 Christ of' Olivet, you hushed the we.rs 
Under the far Andean stars: 
Lift n:_m your_ strong nail-wounded hands1 Over aJ.l peopJ_es, over all lands: • • • 

In his poem 11 Christ -,-iith Us 11 , J\':arkrw.m first laments the fact that there 

is no Christ in this ;mrld, nhen suddenly he hears a child 1 s cry of' 

hunger, anci upon feeding the child, realizes that the Christ he thought 

vms dead is 11 in the little one 11 he fed. 2 This thought-- that man serv

es Clo..rist when he serves raan--permeates I•fu.rkhs.m 1 s philosophy of life) 

In fact, Yrithout it, there would not be 1v1arkham 1s social messc>.ge. It 

is the kernel of truth that he places uppermost in all r.cis teaching 

and life. This vrill become more evident further on in tne study. 

The justification for this emphasis is not the burden of tlus section 

of the study. 

E:ven the look on a man 1s face reveal::: vrhether he ic: one of 

Christ 1 s, oi .. Cain 1 s, accordin&:: to l<:Ia.rkham: 

Bishops and deans, would you detect 
The crorminp; mark ofthe Elect-
Knorr vrho believe beyond rebuke 
The Gospel and the I"'entateuch-
Know who a.ccept the Thirty-Nine, 
And tc>.ste vd. th Christ. the mystic 11ine'i 
Then sea.rch the fc..ce of him YOll doubt 
And that will let the secret'" out •••• 
•••••••e•••••••••••• 
The,t hardened line, that loveless look, 
Are records in tbe Judgmen·t Book. 
'l'he truth is v,ri tten a11d ~-:rit pla~n 
·;;hether we be for Christ. or Cain. !-

l,~arh:h.:un preached Christ as the :::;ocial Saviour. He once said 

the.t if he prec>.ched in a church, his message would have tvm points: 

• • • tt • 

1. iarkham, Bk. IV, p. 61 
2. 1:arkl12~, ·tloman 1 s Hon.e Companion, YJ:.:XII, (December, 1905) 
3. See also l~1arlcham, Bk. II, 111'he-Bincl.ered Guestn, p. 121 
L l<arkabm, Bk. III, "1~ecords in the Judgment Book11 ·; p. 111 
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the re2:eneration of the individual and the re2:eneration of society. 

!!If tbe peo~)le vmuld not hear both of these messat,es I vrould put on 

my hat and YJalli out of their church •••• If you opened my he2.rt you 

would find Trritten on it--Christ, the Social Savior. 111 Once in a 

.San Fr2.ncisco church, in cor:menting on the problem of the oppressed 

toiler, r.is.rkhcJn said, 11 ••• I believe Jesus of IJaza,reth is the Father, 

the Saviour of·lhe :human race. In Bis principles of justice, in Eis 

. . 1 f' ' . t' , ' "". 1 " 1 J • •• ., ,. .1. • ll 2 prlncJ.p es o. oro ner11ooo., Tre ..L1.net ·c,ne so 1.1. GJ.on Ol :c,nese ques vlons. 

i•arkham holds th.st some day, r.hen all peoples and a.ll socie-

ties vril1 enter the new social order, the principle of which is the 

Golden Rule, then the Comre>.de Y-J.ngd.om will have come upon the earth. 

Its ruler v1ill be none other than the very Christ whom Earkham cher-

ishes to c2.ll the Social :.::aviour. 

D. Beliefs hegarcling i~an 

1. Egua.li ty of Brotherhood 

l~Iarkham justifies in p2.rt his call for fraternity ori. earth by 

presenting the truth of the equality of men. Before .America entered 

the first ·;:orld Nar, J.~arkham made a plea for peace in his poem, 

11 Ghosts in Flight11 , the last verse of vhich E!8.kes peace exclusively 

reasonable in the light of the fact that all peoples CC>J'ne from the 

one source: 

.t:'eace, peace, 0 men, for you a.re brother a all-
You in the trench and on the shattered wall. 
:Do you not knorr you came 

r3 Out of one Love an.d wear one sa.cred name~ 

• • • • • 

1. I.'cConnell, I:o.vrin Earkham ;:;ai ts for a Train and Talks 
2. From Samuel L. Jones: The NeYi Hight. p. 397 
3. 1.:iarkham, Bk. IV, 11 Ghosts in Flight 11 , p. 71 
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In his l'oems HThe .Tews 11 and 11A Cry for Brotherhood11 , E:arkham protests 

the persecution of the Jews. To 1;Ic;,rkham, the 11 crest and crovming of 

all e;ood, life 1 s final star, is Brotherhood. 111 The greatness of m:an 

is not in inverd::,ions, wealth, eloquence or art, but iD the H . . • re-

solute will to lift the poor, to build the Brotherhood, the ·vision 

ur1fuli'illed. 112 

But the fulfillment of Markham 1s dream for equality and broth-

erhood Tlill not come until the Kingdom has come: 

-~ihen God 1 s v.ra.rm justice is revealed
The Kingdom that the Father planned
His children all vrill equal stand 

3 As trees upon a level field. • • • 

Then it Trill be that just as trees have equal access to the earth 1 s 

store of nourisbment, to the sky 1s rains, to the n1sh of i'.'ind bring-

ing l.::mghter, and. to the fellowship of other trees, so it will be 

,;~lith man: blessed equally of God vnth all things, and at the same 

time in joy and fello-wship yJith the fellovr men. 

2. Im2ge of Gcx3. 

1{an was made in the image of God. The 3hadovr-form of the: eter

ml is in ·t,he depths of every heart. 4 11 Knovr man and you -vlill lmovv 

the deep of God. 11 5 !!.Ian is a great mystery to the vrorld: 

Out of the deep and endless universe 
There came a greater Kystel~y, a 3hape, 
A 3ometr.ting sad, inscrutable, august-
One to confront the ·worlds and question them. 0 

The soul of man is~_:innmo:Dtal: 

Year not to pass the silent door, 

• • • • • 

1. IVfarkham, Bk. I, i1Brotherhood 11 , p. 21 
2. i';larkham, in Rotarian, (iiarch, 1936), p. 4 
3. LTarkham, Bk. :u, 11 'l'he Field FraternityH, p. L9 
h. Cf. Ante p. 36 
5. I;Ia.rkham, Bk. III, 11 T'ne Deep af 'God 11 , p. 9 8 
6. Earld!E. m, Bk. I, 11f£'0tn 11 , p. 60 
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Out to the r:::alrns of the Evermore; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
~e,glad: it is.your.nc.tive shore, 1 Jo.no. you are go~ng home once more. 

So ·while in one sense Ean seems a mystery to Markham, in the 

other sense he is no more so than is God, of v;hom he is .1.": • vne ~age. 

And as God is the God o£' eternity, even so the :iJm1lortal soul of man 

passes into the etemi ty beyond, unknowa.ble and yet by faith lmorm. 

3. Sini'ul 1Jat,ure 

ILarlrha111 recogniz_es the fe.ct that man is born in sin, t:b..at be-

fore he becomes a follower of Christ. he. lives to sel:f'. One of Ivla.rk-

ham 1s annotations reads, 11 Life in the Eingdom vrould be a daily dying 

to the self-life. 112 It is sin th:::.t r;as brought about the oppressions 

and 'noes of the world. Hen instead of loving one another, hate vr.i.. th 

deadly hatred. Earkha'TI contrasts men vr.i.. th ants • 'I'he 2.nts live in 

gentle Brotherhoocl, while, as he points out: 

• • • we illortals plot and plan 
How to grind the fellow-man; 
Glad to find hi.m in 2 pit, 
If y;e get some gain of it. • .3 

1vien, by this sinful nature, seek to exclude the neighbor: 

He drevJ a circle that shut me out
Heretic, rebel, 2. thing to flout. 
_I\ut . Love an~l I lk'ld the vd. t t? v~n: L· 
ne clrew a c~rcle that took h:Lrn ~n! • 

It is ~this exclusion and hatreci for the fellovr-man that brings:>about 

the oppression of the laborer by lords &'1d rulers, against whom so 

many of N:arkham 1 s works are directed, notably his 11 The 1~an ·liith the 

Hoe 11
• It is for this:.Teason th2.t man when he works cannot sin.r.; as 

tile birds sing5, for he is always tf>..inking of self-gain out of com-

. . . . . 
l. f:la.rkham, Psychology, (April, 1925), 11 Going Hornell, p. 19 
2. Annotations of harkl1am in l1.i~artensen, p. 181 
3. lilarkham, Bk. I, llLittle Brothers of the Ground 11 , p. 23 
L. i .. arkhrun, Bk. II, noutvlittedn, p. 1 
5. li::arkham, Bk. II, iifhe Builde::·s 11 , p. 39 
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petition Yri th his neighbor. 

1-t.. Freedom of :iill 

I.;arkham savr the 11 a-vrfuP step that God took when he made man 

a free creature-- a da.ngerous and yet necessary step. He appropri-

ately entitles this move 11 The Daring of God 11 • The last verse reads, 

(God speaking) : 

I lmOTi the risk, the terror of l~y deed; 
Yet I must make him free to be the seed 

Of ::eraphim vrho gu..ard the cosmic gates: 
Behold in his hand the glory and the c1.u·se 

As he goes forth to build the eternal fates: 
How there :is danger in the universe~ 

In another poem, 111';an-'l'est 11 , 1-~a:rkham again brings out the truth that 

God made man free to choose between good and evil: 

••• I vrill leave ma.n to make the fateful guess, 
'dill leave him torn bet':reen the No and Yes, 
Leave him unresting till he rests in He, 
Dravm upward by the choice that makes hi.'Tl free
Leave him in tragic loneliness to chaos~, 
'i{ith all in life to win or all to lose.c. 

5. Instrument of God 

As the creature of the Creator, man has the obligation to 

11do something. • • to befit an offspring of the Infinite! u3 l<iarkham 

cites Lincoln as an example of one whose aim Tias to do something be-

fitting: 

One fire ~as on his spirit, one resolve-
To send the keen ax to the root of ·wrong, 
Clearing a free vre.y for the feet of God. • • L. 

In his poem 11i{;an 1s Great Task 11 , l1a.rkham tells what that task is: 

• • • 1 Tis to grasp firmly life 1 s cru.c~e clc:;,y 
Save this part- cast tl>..at part avvay, 
Then mould it to a shining vrhole: 

. . . . . 
l. J'f;arkham, Bk. rv, 11 The Darinz:; of God11 , p. 38 
2. Markha;·n, Bk. III, 11It,:an-'rest 11 , p. 95 
3. l/iarkham, Bk. IV, 11Your Great Hour 11

, p. 31 
L. I.C;arkh.a.<u, Bk. II, 111.incoln, The Ivian of the l:-'eople;;, p. 2 
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11an 1 s task j_s to c0mplet.e the soul
To fire it vrith the social sense, 
That man may build God 1 s i)rovidence-
FE.y build a b.ighvray, end to er:;-d, , 

1 Dovm ·which God 1 s mercies may aesceno.. 

I:fa.rl:J1am. brings out this fe.ct of man 1 s working out God 1 s rr ovidence 

also in ;1The Ce.rriers of the Loadll, alree.dy referred to. 

E. Beliefs llegardwint_; Salvat,ion 

1. :i·!arkham 1 s Interpretaticn of the Meaning of Salv2,tion 

a. dhat ;::;alvcttion Is Not 

According to Ee.rld1am, the salvation broug;ht. by Christ was not 

the establish.ment of a church or a group to discuss conduct. and mor-

alit.y. If it vrere just. that, 11 then Christianity is only a nevr Juda

ism nherein vre s.ay Jesus instead of Jehovah. 112 The praunatic in Eark-

ham demands that unless there is t.he li:f.'e of good vrorks, frat.ern.ity 

and truth, there is no · salvation. ;,,ere memberships or belief's are 

not synonomous vd.th salva.tion. 

b. '~he.t Salvation Is 

5alvation is 11 an utterly neVI vision of life. Jesus did not 

come preachin2; m.ere individual decoru..rrr: He carne- as the recor·d tells 

us- 'preaching the kingdom.' u3 

1) The Kingdom .iithin Ean 

1\:Jan does not enter the Kinc;do:c.1; the Kingdom enters man, for 

llthe kinc:dom of God is Yrithin you.uLf This Kingdom has its center in 

man, existing there in !!first principles, for all grovrths begin in 

• • • 0 • 

1. ;:arkham, Psychology, (December, 1923), p. 13 
2. Earkham, quoted by uilli&"ll 1. 0tidger in G. Bromley 0x:'18.m, (editor): 

.Preaching and the Eocia.l Crisis, p. 190. These and following quo
ta"i:,ions are from i,£c JrJ1a..rrr 1 s manuscriut of the unpublished -rmrk, liThe 
li or got ten i-urpos es of Jesus , 11 • -

3. Ibid., p. 190 
h. Luke 17:21 
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centers, all evolutions be~;in in seeds. nl As a preparation for the 

entrc>.n.ce of' this llingd.om into man, there must be repentance of evil. 

V.Jith this repentance co:rn.es the baptism of ·the Eoly Ghost when men, 

according to Es.rkham., B.re baptized. 11 in the fire of heroic love that 

Y.rill burn a-rray their imvarci. selfishness ancl Trill set them aclon rri th 

the social passion of the Lord. In· the heat of t.his flame, the cold, 

h.,:Td barriers of selfish familyism vrill dissolve and all families be 

dra:;;;n into one Divine Family of' thG Father. 112 

2) The Kin::;dom Wi ttin Society 

To 1-arkl:oam salv.? t:ion of the incJ.i.vidual is not the sole 1;hase 

of God 1 s ~)la::1. 11 : Our holy relic;;ion is not 2. saving po·,·rer merely for 

indi v:Ld.uals; it is also a sa vine; povrer for ~;ociety in its industrial 

ord.e~~. ·tr3 The seed of life 9lantec1. :i.n the soul of man is planted to 

take form outside in hUJnan institutions ·where the Golden I:Lule is the 

·working principle. :.:ihile saved society owes its se.l vation to God, 

saved men are the instruments usee::. to bring about the.t salvation: 

All true Christians, then, are pledged to band together to 
create a ne-;T society in ts.'le world, a society that shall forsake 
the struggle for pri vate

1 
riches and th2.t shall institute a strug

gle for COJ11'11Un..al riches. + · 

2. 'l'he 'iiay o-r· .'::alvation: l•ian's Part 

I-l.s.ving thus seen !.arkham 1 s interpretation of the meaning of 

E;alvation, that it is the Kine;dom of· God -vrithin man, the iYLfluence of 

nhich ind'Helling should extend ove1~ all society, it vriJ.l novr be shovm 

hovi i'arkham conceives the process by 1-Yhich this Kint;dom enters man: 

Yrh::.t ::1an does to receive it, anu Yrhat Christ does to inmart it. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
L. 

• • • • • 

icc>"rkharil~.quoted by Stidger in Oxnam, p. 190 
Ibid., p. -191 
Ibid., P• 197 
Ibid., p. 192 



There are tvro aspects of man 1s receptivity: faith and works. 

To karkham vrorks takes the precedence in importance, because outward-

ly or hu..manly speaking, it is the final test of a man's conversion. 

But ],'ftrkh;:u:n does concede a place to faith. 

a. ·d.s.ce cl'.'F'aith 

In the section of Niartensen 1 s Christian Dogmatics entitled 

11 The High-t:riesthood of Christ 11 , J:F:arkham at one ti.me ·wrote the fol-

lowing in the margin: 11 If vre did not become righteous by God 1s grace 

and by faith in Christ our redemption yrould be but half attained. 111 

In his !JOerll "The Heed of the Hour11 , Ha.rkham. ends this description of 

Jl.meric2, 1 s need vrl th the follo·wing words: 

·,·:·e need the faith to go a path untrod, ? 
The· power to be a~ one and vote vd.th God.-

But otl1er tl1an. tJ1ese ancl possibly a fevr rnore references, f,J.arld1aXtl fails 

in all his prose and poetry to give to the place of faith the propor-

tions of attention vrhich the New Testament gives. This standard of 

comparison is used since liarkham hi.t-nself ackno·wledged the Hew Testa-

ment to be the basis for his teachings. Earkh..am adni tted his under-

emphasis of faith. ·Nhere Eartensen vrrote that the te2.ching of the 

Evangelical Church that "Christ alone, received by faith is .the Eight-

eousness of manu3 was characterized by the Hamish Church to be danger

ous, EarL:harn commented, HIt is dangerous.~~~- Concerning the 11doctrine 

of justification by faith alone11 , Earkham commented, 11 .Swedenb01'g fought 

this evilll.5, indicating the strong probability tha.t the writings of 

1. 
2. 
3. 
I w .• 
5. 

• • • • • 

An..n.ote.tions of kca.rkhc'l.m in Niartense,n, p. 307 
J~arkham, Bk. II, p. 71 
l:artensen, p. 393 
Annotations of Harkbam in L'iartensen, p. 393 
I"oc. cit. 
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Svmdenborg influenced his beliefs in this regard.1 To the statement 

11 a man is justified by faith vri. thout the deeds of' the lavr11
, liiarkham 

commented, 11An evil dogma. 11 2 

?•.~.rkham 1 s tendency to minimize the value of faith in justifi-

cation or salvation is ex-plained, in part at least, by his fear that 

men would stop at faith, rest from good works, and depend alone on 

beliefs and creeds for salvation. This is implied in his statement 

that nchristia11ity is not a dogma to be believed, but a life to be 

lived •••• a little faith in Christ is worth a great deal of belief 

about him. u3 

b. Place of Yiorks 

The ·vrritings of Markl'J8.li1 on this phase are innumerable. If 

his philosophy is over-balanced in any direction, it is on the pract-

ical side. As stated above, salvation means basically the K:imgdom of 

God vrithin man. The deeds of man sha:pe his soul: 

••• into his fateful heafi of.days and deeds 
The soul of a man is cast. 1 

Deeds 2.re worship; deeds make man a friend of God: 

For 
• • 
Are 

each true deed is worship: 
• Yes, they whose feet upon good errands $'Ul1 
friends of God, with irichael of the sun; 

;3t. Elizabeth rrovr ·walks the fields of Faradise because of her good 

deeds: 

••• he wins God 1s favor unawares · 
/:ho, self-forgot in brother love, a brother 1s burden bears. 

6 

. . . . . 
1. That Scredenborg had tremendous influence on Markham 1 s philosophy 

has already been noted in ch..anter I. ·For a good treatment on 
l\',arkham 1s ~valuation of Svrede~borgian philosophy, see his article 
nsvrecl.enborgtt, originally printed in The New-Church Heviev-r, (January 
and Apr:il, 1925) 

2. Anno'Ga.tions of I,;;ar kham in l:iartensen, p. 394. 
3. 1\:0.rkham, 11If Not the Creeds ,·,nat'?H 
L. I.iarkham, Bk. II, ttA Creed", P• 2.5 
5. Larkham, Bk. II, 11 The Angelus 11 , p. 42 
6. 1\iarkham, Bk. IV, nst. Slizabet.fu of Hungary11 , p. 112 
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G'ur acts decide our fate: 

Only your oYm act molds your fate
Only the man you are today 
Cou.11ts ·when the judt;,ment angels weigh! 1 

The requisite of Eeaven :iJ3;that vre be found doing duty's common .round: 

There's only one thing that Heaven requires
That vm be found in our ser,ring-nlace 
~'i11en God reveals his aTiful face-2 

Just as Hea:ven is in the little kind deed that 11 propt a brother in his 

need 11 , so all Hell is nin that little careless sneer that struck a 

brother like a spear. 11 3 

Such are examples i'rom lfarkham 1 s poetry that indicate the im-

porta.nce of works in salv:a tion. His prose also bears this out. In 

his manuscript of 11 The Forgotten :i:urposes of Jesus 11 , already referred 

to in this chapter, I.1a.rld1aril outlines the principles of the Comr2.G.e 

r~ingdom as he interprets Christ Is tea.chin;;;;s. In brief, these princi-

ples are: 1) do the Golden Rule 2) repent of social injustices 3) be 

baptized in the fire of heroic love toward others. Unquestionably the 

seat of action in these principles is in man~ 1i,an must do, repent, 

love. 

Lccording to this philosophy, does Christ do an;ything in the 

ope:cation of salvation~· This aspect vrill novj be considered. 

3. The Operation Of Salvation: Cln·ist 's Part 

In the section above on the death of Christ, it ·was pointed 

out that 1-la.rlcham denied the efficac~r of the atoning blood of Christ. 

According to that philosophy, ChrisJu 1s death consecrated &'1d gave moral 

povrer to Truth, and set an eY,:a.mple for follovrers of Christ to defend 

. . 
1. t:arkharn, Bk. III, 11 The Cup of Pride11 , p. 55 
2 • 1c:-arkh2m, Bk. IV, ll A Judgment Hour 11 , p. 3 7 
3. 1/:arlcham, unpublished poem, 11Great Issues in I,ittle ThingsH 



-52-

Truth Uc''lto dec:.th. So Christ 1 s death has no miraculous function in 

the regeneration of· the soul of man, according to I.iarkham. As for 

Christ's life, that too 1Yas mainly exemplary and inspiring. In such 

ey,arnple, inspiration and leadership ma,n finds salvationl 

E'arkham says that 11men are saved IYhen they are brothers, un

der the inspiration of the Divine Ch..rist.u1 

According to I.:arkham, Christ 1 s part in man 1 s salvation is his 

preaching of the Kingdom. -.ihen Christ came into the world, he saw a 

cold ".'rorld based on ;1gr:iJn anima:L individualism11 • Then he began his 

mission by preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom, sa.3ring, 11 Reoent and 

accept the Kinc:ci.om! 11 Jesus is the Saviour of the human race not in 

his dr<:rvfing men unto him nor in his sacrifice for their sins, but as 

a result of his proposition to the world of 11principles of jhstice • • • 

principles of brotherhoodn 2 in vrhich are found the solutions to the 

-aorld 1 s problems. So Tc~arkham limits Christ 1 s -oart in salvation to the 

preaching and proposing of high principles by which Ee himself lived. 

F. Beliefs Regarding l~nortality 

1::arld1am definitely believed in life after death, 2.nd many of 

his -0rorks l'eveal this belief. In an article entitled 11 Irnmortali ty:r, 

he wrote: 

So I bear witness to my faith ano"Gner existence. 'L'll.c:J.t 1Ye should 
survive death is not to me incredible. 1'he thing that is incred
ible is life itself. • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
~-iell, but we are here. Some 1>o•:;er has called us out of the un
knovm. .ie did not come of our ovm >·!ills. Some Fl.igher l-ower has 
evolved it a.J~. And the Power tlk·:tt has caused tll"i s revelation of' 
wonder and mystery ce,n easily ha.ve prepared for us another surprise 

. . . . . 
l. EcConnell, ;:a.vrin Earkr,am -~7aits for a Train a11d Tal..l(s. 
2. l<arkham, in Samuel Jones, p. 397 
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beyo11cl tb.e locl<eci m~~ster;r of cTea.tb... lirld. I believe that tt1is stL1-
pendous fmv-er vre call God has created another world_, a vmrld of 
spirit for the spirit of man.l 

In another place, Ytarkham said, 

A survey of the nhole field discovers no i'a.ct of science that 
disproves the survival of the soul at c.eath. It is e>:t trte sane 
· · e ·" t' t "' · t' -'' · t · r' l · · · s.!-"GJ.m -c,:;_ ue -.na \ .. ne T,es l~_on:,;· 01. sc1ence o lF:.:no · -ca_l T.·';' lS a . u2Jn-

mering testimony. • • • · 

gateway to eternity. Time is-' :the bl'ief hour bet-..·reen thosy t·wo eter-

ni ties, and yet Hin tha.t fleet interval, our souls must be shc.ped and 

tested for some use here and elsewhere. 113 

l. Soul Growth 

For those rrho enter heaven, there is gro-rrl:.h of soul. >chat 

o:;as :iJTlJerfect on e2.rth, :is lJerfected in Heaven. ''he1'e there -vras vrork 

on ec.Tth, there ~:rill be moTe '';orl( in Heaven: to bring about this per-

fection. This thought is developed in li2crkham 1 s poem 11 The Gift of 

.~:hen I hc>.ve touched the end of days 
J\.nd l;id farewell to earthly vm.y; 
I t1a.ve one thing to asl<: of I-I:Lrn. 
;;ho sings a'oove the beraphirrc-
The gift of vrork- more wor!:.:: to do 
To let God 1 s ~lory .c:limmer throuF;h. 
For ':Jell I knovr that in the Lorcf~ 
l':ore work vrill be 01.1.r vrork 1 s reTrard. 

f'erhaps the kaster 1s li1Js will sav: 
1 he t·ouched one Leart u})on tJ.1e ;ray, 
bo give some further vrork to hi.m; 
But he nrust drarr the lines less d:Ll7!.
This time must not so bungle there, 
But give his sketcb a nobler air. 
Fe must put action in that curve; 
Give to this feati.lre more reserve. 
liis early colouTs c-rere too tr.tin: 

• e • • • 

l. ; arkham, in :cydney ,~:,trong, ed.: •:e Believe :Ln Imrrrortality, p. 101 
2. Earl:J1am, unnamed, undated clipping 
3. :~~chTin I,·~crJ-d1am: Ca~'lp bel]~ Leel{er, p. 3 
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He noT; must da.sh the oeaut'r in 
i.ith bolder stroke.- This is tne FlaT: 
:t.~ore vrork_; by work we build the inan! 

The activity of the so1.1.l in heaven is versed in ;.:arkham 1 s own epi-

Here no~·;- L.De dust of Ed1:;in ]:!arJ.d:Jain lies, 
But lo, he is not here: be is afar 

On life 1 s grEat erra~1els lJ.nder :nightier s1-:i2s_, 
And :9ressine; on tonarcl s·ome melodious star. 

To pass onvm.rd to the dead is to go home: 

It is the world from vfhich you came. 
Be glad: it is your n,::d:,i ve shore, 
imd you are >min~: home once r::.ore.3 

~~ '-' "--• 

It is in that home that the soul will c:ontinue to grovr in the grec:~t 

Kinc:dom of God. 

2. Soul Anllihilation 

For those -r,rho are found wanting at the judgment hour, there is 

the com..rrri tment to an ai.lUles s, drifting, agonizing e:xistence which fin-

ally ends in annihilation. 'I'his a.nnihilation of the guilty soul is 

strangely the one mercy that awaits the lost soul. h 'I'his is J,iarkham 1s 

interpretation of the Scripture verses: 11 'I'his is the second death 11 5, 

and 11 If any mc.n defile this temple of God, hirn shall Gocl clestroy. 11 6 

In comrnenting on tbis llfinal destruction of the incorrigible souJl', 

I<ow it is clear that evil tends to destroy the bodily and the 
s:niritual structure. Under the i.rnpc:.ct of evil, the body tend.s to 
crumble and the s·oirit to decc:.Y. .hence it is ree>.sonable to believe 
that the spirit i'onn or spirit" m2.n -vrill crmrrble at last under the 
blows of evil in the deep gulf of Eell. In brief, evil is self-

• 0 • • • 

1. lv!arkham, Bk. IV, P• 33 
2. tarkham, Bk. IV, HAn F~pitaph11 , p. ~0 
3. Iiarkham, Psychology, (April, 1925), 11 Going Home 11 , p. 19 
l.;.. See ;:.:arkham, Bk.-v;-11 'l'he Drifting Crowd.s 11 , p. 68 
5. Cf. 11:evelation 20: 13-15 
6. I Corinthians 3:17 



-55-

destructing so that the soul destroys itself in the Last Abyss: 
there the mercy of dust descends upon the incorrigible wanderer 
from the lavi of ±he Brother God. In the I,ost Gulf oblivion scat
ters her ~POTJPY • 

To the statement, 11 Hor do TTe ever regard any one as hopeless •••• 

in the end all will cane into the Light of the Love of God112, Eark-

harn comments: 11 I ho:9e tlns is a fact. But I doubt it. I fear that 

some-of' us destroy in our being the forces of recovery, and there

fore sink at last into the ;aaters of l>ii, the waters of Oblivion." 3 

In a conversation with Stidger, v1hen lJarkhau was commenting on 

a line of his great poem, 11 The Ballad of the GallovJS Bird 11
, concerning 

Choice as being the Hinge of Fate, he pro~:;osed that just as in life 

choice determines man 1 s fa.te, so in death, or in Hell, there are 

choices to be made which -will either lead 11 on to the abyss of aD.nihi-

l2.tion, or up to the ~)eaks of spiri tua1 glory. 11 One is the loy; road, 

the other is the high road. If t,he low road is chosen deliberate

ly anci continuously, the man"is doomed for sou~lessness. L~ 

3. Heaven 

:f,Jarkha'll believes in a literal heaven. 'l'o the scoffer who asks 

1There heaven is, T;Iarkham has an ansvrer: 

Scoffer, you cry, 11-dwTe is yom· other vrorld, 
Your fabled heavel'1 in i'&r eternities·? 1 

'Nell sa.id, but first, before your lip is curleci, 5 Tell ( 1 tis a 1i t tle thing) where this vror ld is l 

Heaven is a desirable goal, b11t the desire for it is not to be the 

motive for good vrorks, as is seen in the follon:Lng: 

1. 
2. 
J. 
4. 
5. 

For none should do good from the fear of pain, 
And none from the lure of a heaven to gain. 

. . . . . 
Annotations of l'':CTkham in Frederick ·.:i. F2.rrar: }.;,ternal J-Jope, p. 164 
:;:;. T. Stead: After Death, p. 168 
t.nnotations of Larkham, loc. cit. 
Cf'. Stidger, Edvrin h!arkham, p. 191 
Earkham, Bk. II, 11A fu.rgain11 , p. 87 
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So I shut. all helJ.s and heavens from sight., 1 And leave all clec:tr for the soul's grea·C, fight. 

To !L<::.rkhat:1, heaven is also a camp for heroes \'tho died for the truth:, 

Glory t.o the Lord, t:O.e Hero of' Heaven, 
Ee \Those ymunds in his side are seven
Glory that He gathers tbe he:c·oes home, 
Out of the red fields, out of the foa."ll
Gathers them out of the Every.vhere~ 
Into the Cam·~:; th2.t is Over There! 

l:~arKhc:un maintains that to prepare for the heaven of the here-

after, one :must build a heaven here. The 11 stuff 11 to build a l'aradise 

. ' th ~ !-' •• 1 f' 3 J.S nere on ear a:v ·vhe ClJ.Sposa o· man. The heaven on earth is the 

Comrade Kingdom of ·which he speaks so much. He says: 

The principles that govern the Heaven here are the same that gov
ern the He<;'-ven hereafter. Yo~ find the~e P:J:inciples a~1d precepts 

4 set forth J.n the parables of Jesus and T.he oermon on tlle ihount ••• 11 

I.CarJ.d12.!-n desires to see the Heaven on earth come to pass, but he admits 

that t.r.d.s is denied him by life, and given him perhaps by death, at 

rrhich death he vrill reaJJ.y see his dream of the Kingdom of God. 

So death has one aspect that it is benignant and beautiful. It 
may answer the heart's desire. It may give 'iTha,t, l;Lfe denies. It 
may ~a~isfy ~! long ~bit~on, my ~bitioJ?- to find a ;3ocial order 
founaea on l.J.oerty, J:!Jc;_ualJ. ty and .c·ra term ty. • • • 11 .? 

But a notation made by Markham around 1920 seems to indicate 

a belief in a fraternity in hea;~;e n, but not a complete sinlessness. 

To the statement by the Trri ter Chauncey Giles that in heaven 11 There 

must be no jar, no discord, no selfish or evil desire, no failure.in 

the attain..ment of any end_ll 6, J<li<?.rkham commented: 11 This is too much: 

this makes Heaven uninteresting:. I fancy that the angels clo often 

1. 
2. 
3. 
L. .. 
5. 
6. 

• 0 • 0 • 

1,·:arkham, Bk. IV, 11A Clear I\.oacl. for the Soul", p. 35 
},]E_rlrJ12.m, Bk. l'V, HJi. Song for Heroes 11 , p. 83 
i.arkham, .l:oems of Sun-Lit Heights, 11 Ec.rth is Enough11 , pp. 32,33 

£,;cCon.'1ell, op. cit • 
LarlrJ1am, Cosmopolitan 1~agazine, :X-LI, (June, 1906), ~~~-ihe,t Life 
Nieans to Ee 11 , p. 188 
Chauncey Giles: The Spiritual 'iiorld, p. 87 
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fail in their purposes. 11 1 The elates of the two writini_;s compared may 

e}~lain an evident inccnsistency. 

4. Hell 

Just as the lure of Heavea sh01..1.ld not be the motive for good 

·works, so the fear of rain of Hell should not be the motive. 2 · lViark-

ham holds that men uill not be pu..'1ished in hell for evils committed 

in thisworld.. To the statement 11Nfen are not punished in the spirit-

ual world for what they do in this, but for ;.yhat they do there a 3, 

Larkham co:rrunented, 11 But they v~-211 do there Yihc..tever they are in the 

habit of doing here: that is the terror of the evil life: it persists 

~-· n +i·,e ...~- ~ ' nh • v-- ne:t .. v Tror.Lo.. · So J:,;e.rklo..a.m 1 s conception of Hell is the extension 

of the evil Hfe vrhich is lived on ea.rth, -rD. th final annihilation of 

the soul. The similarity of life in the other -vrorld to life in this 

is proposed by I<,:;arkh&'1l vrith these vrords: 

~-1hen a man is dead, he is still e::-;:;:wtly the same as he YJascbefore. 
He has the S&'1le hopes, fears, nobilities, frail ties. • • • 7 

Just as there is social need on earth, so there vlill be social need in 

he2.ven. If a man has the spirit of anti-socialism, i . .c.rkham says: 

• • • he will soon find hi.TD.seli' an outcast from hw,11ani ty, either itl 
this life or the life to come, for there is social need over there 
as Trell as here. And finally, if he persists in the.t philosophy, 
that anti-sociaJ. feel:i.ng, his sou1 vrill die, for dges not the Script
ure sa~": The soul that sins, thc>.t soul shall die'~' 

,[ith this social need in Hell, a man is given t.(ce chance to make the 

right choice in 

. _, 11 7 

resnonding to that need, this choice deciding his fate 

even ln he • Lven in Hell the soul is invited to join in the Hloves 

• • • • 0 

l. A:tl_::1otations of' l:,arkham, loc. cit. 
2. ti:a.rkham, Bk. IV, HA Clear lioad for the SouP, p. 35 
3. Giles, p. 143 
L.. Annotations of Eark.11am, loc. cit. 
5. Stidger, Edxrin l;:Icrkham, p. 188 
6. Ibid., pp. 191;2 
7. Loc. cit. 
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and labors of the hic;her life. This is the appeaJ. of Heaven, an a1)-

pe2.l the.t comes to every soul that passes over the Great Divide. • • • 

But once this a:upeal of Beaven is rejected, and the do-rmward path to 

the Abyss chosen, there is no redernption for the soul. 

To the statement tha.t no one in Eell vrill have the desire to 

knoiT the truth and live it, Earkhal:l cormnented, 11 Let us hope that some

a few- may a-vrake even in Eell. 112 To L:;arkhmn, there is another escape 

from Eell: the second de2.th, 1':hich is the door to dust and oblivion.,3 

Larkhan holds tl-Ja t the very merciful n2.tu.re of God deme.nds an escape 

:fol'-. TP.etn fr·om. the rn::.n:Lsbments of ~Hell: 

ul 

In the l..;e[;innin&.~, no God COll~d h2.ve created ;nan if it were poss
ible for the.:!:, man to -vred~?e himself in the -oi t of an eternal failure. 
There r:mst be some escap~ for man from the~ pit into 1Thich he plunges 
blindly. God E:OI'ds the keJ'S of life and death, and so!!1e key of death 
vrill liberc:.te man out of fhis pit of his living death. Oblivion 
will at last receive him. ~ 

Larld1an1 1 s vivid conception of hell is strikingly portrayed in 

one of 1,; s longest poems, 11 The T3allad of the Gallows Binl". In his 

a;m est:L'il.ate, this one will live even beyond his greatest poem, 11 The 

lE:m V;dlth the Hoe 11 ., B'or forty years he haci. it in his mind to write a-

bout Hell, and the actual ballad vr2.s nine years 11 breuingll in his soul, 

the composing being done e~,_ch nie;ht bet·ween the hours o:f midnight, an.d 

one o'clock. It isthe t;ype of poem that haunts the reader-- it even 

captiva.teci. Earkham himself; for to hi:n, it is a true description of the 

real Hell. 1,\;my of Larkham 1 s comments on Hell, quoted just above from 

Stidger 1 s bio gra1)hy of I;iarkha.J.n, c:n~e based on this story of the 11 Gallows 

• • • • • 

1. Loc. cit. 
2. P.n."'lotations of li:'.:.1..rkham in Giles, pp. llt9, 150 
3. Loc. cit. 
h. Ibid., p. 159 
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G. ID.plications of tiarkham. 1s Religious Beliefs 

From the foregoing, it has become clearer that LJ:arkham 1 s phil-

osophy is })rimarily that of an idealist after a certain sort. J.1P.xkham 

cannot think in terms of a tradition&.l dualism. vrith two separate ·worlds, 

the supernatural and the Y1...atural, for the world upon this earth will 

gradually irn.prove a.'1d evolve into the perfection of heaven. F,.arold 

H. Titus 1 sum.cuary on the Luplicatiom of Idealism vrell states 1\:e.rkharn. 1s 

philosophy: man lives in 2. 1..1.niverse akin to him, -v-ri th its lavm har-

monizing ni th the demands of his intellectual and moraJ. nature. Accord-

in;:;ly, the universe develops under the control of moral, aesthetic and 

1" - ' 1 re 1.,':::lOUS eno.s. 

}iarkham 1 s idealism holds th2.t God is not apart from the ·world, 

but is the :Lnd-vrelling life principle, Though he may be transcendent, 

yet he is aJ.so irmnanent in the world process. ·Nature, history, the 

social order and the huraan heart are iD..fused vrith divinity. 

To l.m.rkham, Christ 1.2. the finite nexpression" of the infin..i.te 

God in the universe. In Titus' words, this Christ is the nstruggling 

hero, the Supreme :3elf of Person in a society of pel~sons. 11 2 

'l'he social j'"''T',plications of li:arkrtarn. 1 s idealism vrill be more thor-

oughly treated in the follovring chCJ.}:)ter. It mav be mentioned here th2.t 
<I --

};~arkham 1s frequent treatment of social issues raised the fears of ideal-

ists that he Trould gradually drop his idealistic tone entirely. One 

example of this is Eary J. fi.eid, a critic, ·who, upon reading a short 

story of.i~a.rkharil 1 s, which he had vrritten vri th the encouragement of Ham-

lin G2.rland and the theme of vihich vras strictly social, cautioned Eark-

• • e 

l. Harold H. Titus: Living Issues in l'hilosophy, pp. 247,8 
2 Ib "d ?48 • J. ., P• ,_ 
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ham with these vmrds: 

And do not be too much influenced h? the modern school of realists. 
Be enough influenced to be a product of your time- but do not adopt 
the ultra methods of Hamlin G2.rland.l 

Earkham 1 s reply indicated his resolute determination to sound the ideal-

is tic tone, eve:1 in prose: 

As for realism and idealism in literature, it seems that one might 
be governed by the nature of the theme. Certain subjects seem to 
lend themselves best to a realistic treatment; others do not~ This 
is my present position. Then too, is not the chief difference be
tvreen the tvro methods a mere EB tter of degree. 'I'he idealist re
jects a little r:1ore than the realist. In fact, isn 1 t it true that 
there is· no absolute realism in literature- that no one has yet a
risen with the he.rdihood to tell all the facts. You have, I thinl<:, 
given me most excellent advice: I should, as a rule, confine my
.self to the idealistic method. 2 

H. Markham 1 s Biblical Interpretation 

It vras shmm in chapter I that the major textbook of Mnrkham s 

boyhood v;as the Bible, especially the Gospels. At the age of ten he 

had memorized one hundred verses from the New Testament. It v;as be-

cause of such a basic training in the Script1rres that most of his po-

etry and prose of later years was, in part or in ·whole, an interpre-

tation of sane aspect of the truths of the Scriptures. It is the pur-

pose of this section to determine the soundness of Hiarkham 1 s Biblical 

interpretation accorcling to basic rules of interpretation. buch basic 

rules 1-rlll first be proposed. 

l., Basic Rules of Biblical Interpretation 

The basic rules of' Biblical interpret2.tion which are hereYiith 

proposed, are general, logical, and fair, and are accepted by the vrhole 

of Biblical scholars. Arbitrarily, for this study, the principles as 

. . . . . 
l. Jesse Sidney Goldstein: 11 '1\To Literary B.e,dicals: Garland and Harl·~

ham in Chicago, 1893 11
, hnerican Literature, X'VII, (May, 1945) 

2. Loc. cit. 



-61-

sunua2.rized by John A. Broaclus1 -,-rill be referred to. 

According to these r;rinciples the int.erp:r'eter of Script;ure 

sl"!oulcl interpret: 

a. In light of a minute eY..amination of the text. 

Grammar and rhetoric of the text should be noted careful
ly. Earlier versio:::1s shoulO. be compared. Figures of speech 
should be watched for their meaning. 

b. In light of t:"e text 1 s ilru-aediate connection. 

This provision is indispensable to true interpretation. 11 The 
innnediate connection or context <:rill usually e!ll.IJrace from a 112 
few verses to a fevr chapters before and after the text •••• 

c. In light of the text's larger conne9tioris. 

The larger connection ma;;r include the entire book of the Bible 
in which the text is found. The la.rger context aids in furn
ishing the logical COlli'lection of a text vrith a vrhole argument, 
or ~u;r~shing the necess-ary general historical knowledge for 
enlJ..gn""Genment. 

d. In accordance wit:(, the general teachings of e~l of Scripture. 

The teachin~;s of ~icripti.J.re 11 are harmonious and can be combined 
into a s;;nnmetrical rrhole. If a passage may have two senses, 
owing to the ambiguity of some word. or construction, to the 
doubt whether rrone expression is figurative, etc., then vre must 
choose one which accords vlith what the Bible in general plain
lv teaches -rether that one which vrould make the Bible contra
dict itself. il 3 
The 1!Linality of any text oli portion of Scripture must be judged 
b~· the total revela t.ion. 11 

2. Evalua.tion of :iLe.rkha:m 's Biblical Interpretation 

The foregoinc: rules -vrill now be discussed briefly rd. th relat-

ion to La.rkh.:un 1 s abiding by thenc in his interpretation ofBiblical truth. 

a. Interpre:cation in light of a minute examination of the text. 

In one 1my, J.\I::>.rkha!ll. i'ollm;s this rule very closely~ In describ-

• • • • • 

1. John A. Broadus: On the lcreparation aEd Deliver~· of oermons, pp. hh-
49. 

2 • Ibid., p. 45 
3 • Ibid. , p • h7 
l;.. Ijoc. cit. 
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i11(3 the life, death and resurrection of Jesus\ he is ca.reful not to 

reduce the details, :many of which are miraculous, to a genera.lity that 

allows :!..;•nplication oi' Vee most radical sort. .:here the J:JevT Testament 

says the.t C!1rist- arose from the grave on tLe third day, I.:2.rkh2Jn inter-

-cretr:: tl1is to revee.l t112.t C!rrist b~r 1~1is o-~·n1 ~infinite 1-'ovrer brol-ce the 

bonc',s of death: the grave could no longer contain him. 

ascension vras an event e:03.ct1;:,~ as described by the text. "Then on the 

a~~::;ointed mounta.:Ln, in a still da.vm, he parts from the:n all, and the 

hee.ven receives l"d.i'TI from their :nortal e:'res. u2 
• 

1='.e~:,·c-:crding the comparison of earlier texts and ve::csions of the 

Hew Testa.rnent, there is no indica.tion th:o.t Lc:crkham pursued a.ny such 

study. 

.t·erhaps !La.rkham den2.rts furthest from a. m.inute e:xamination of 

the te:-ct Yrhen he inter:lJrets tb.e bcri)~tures rc:-;o.rdine; the Kingdont. An 

exar::ple of this is his interpreta.tion of the third cha:_:>ter of L2.tthew, 

where John the BaT:tist ~!reaches of this Kinzdom. !Hat thew 3:11 reads: 

11 I indeed ba~-:Jtize you with \'ict ter unto repentance: but he the:.-!:, cometh 

after me is mightier ti12.n I ., he sha1l be>.ptize you vrith the Holy 

Ghost, 2.nd ,_-;j_th f:Lre. II Earkham interprets John 2fs S}Jeaking of 

overvone: "All ---!.!.--- sou.ls axe to be b.s.ptized vri th tLe Eoly Ghost 

whereas tl-:e text tells tlta.t John is speaking of 2. 

bP.ptism of onl~r tl;e repentant ones, confessing their sins (L,t. 3:6) 

and 1::ringing fru.it.s meet for renentance (liit. 3:8). 1~.11 others are to 

be hec;m du,vn. ( 3 :10 ) 1~-. On the b:lsis of such interpret.:J.t:Lon, l1e>.rkham 

1. 
2. 
3 .. 
l.;.. 

See l'G:!.'UJU (1910), uThe 1-'oetry of J0sus 11 • 

Ibid:-;--p:- 6 5 
Omam, :P. 191 
I;arkham- interprets tl:e 11 alJ.I' of 3:10 to refer not to indiviCi_uals, 
but to evil habits, evil customs, evil j_nsti tutions and evil gov
errnnents. 
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concludes th2.t all farnilies vr:Lll be drmm 11 into one Divine f'amily of 

t 'h ·-- • ll i 11e .r·atner • -

b. Interpretation in light of the text 1 s immediate c01mection 

1-:ere a{;ain l.Tarkha:m gener·ally considers the context in U:e hist-

orical sectior.G cf' tJ.·1e Hew Test.mnent. 2 :SU.t on subjects like the I·Cing-

dom, or Heaven, he a::)]Jears to inter'IJret according to a system already 

formulated. An exc:tmple Trill bear this out. rarkham interprets Latthew 

6:19-3h to mean that rnan is ~c,o look ar-;ay from t!,e lovr order to the high-

er order of the Comrade Kingdom. ".'Fithin the friendly circle of tl:Jis 

holy brotherhood, ila11 Yrorkers ·vrill have their earthly needs supplied11 ) 

In other words, sufficiency vrll1 not come for man until tbe Ideal ICing-

dam is set up. But the context of this chapter clearly reveo.ls that 

1) heaven is a. spiritual kingdom ( 11where neither moth nor rust 
doth cor:cupt 11 ,v. 20) 

2) for the present lj_fe here on earth, God is the giver of neces
sities to i.,he one who · serves Eim ~ v. 2L~), and seeks liis 
Eingdom a.nci. righteousness ( v. 33). 

c. Interpreta.tion in light of the text 1 s 1arg8r· connections 

The chief value of this se.fegua.rd is in its application to 

a:cg1.JHentati ve or historical themes. Since l!l.arY'Jlam does not take up 

any theological dj_scussion which involves locic and e.rg;mrrent, as, for 

instance, the t'ce:ne of the book of f•.oma.ns, the rule harclJ.y applies 

to hi[~ inter-oretations in that respect. As for his treatment of t~oe 

Gospels, which give the li:!:'e and teachings of Jesus, i"a.rkham gives due 

regard to the context of the v;hole as far as t!J.e life of Jesus is con-

cerned, but over-emphasizes the Hgroup 11 mess2.ge of Jesus 1 teachings. 

This is a. consideration of the next ev2.luation of Earkham 1 s application 

. . . . . 
l. Oxnam, p. 191 
2. : .. a.rkham- h2.rdly ever refers to the Old Testament 
3· 0~1a~, p. 194 
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of the fourth basic rule of Biblical interpretation. 

d. Interpretation in accordance viith the general teachings of all 
of Scripture 

Although chapter III is given over to a study of the details 

of' La.rkhs.m's social message, it has been unavoida.ble to mention i're-

quently i..11. this st·udy the preeminence in Larkham 1 s ti1inking -vrhich the 

Comrade Kingdom had. Vc:n~kham 's desire wa.s to see the societ;;r saved, 

as well as the individual. To allO'N i'or sucb. an interpretation, he 

sc:rw society gradually evolving here on earth to a Brotherhood, brought 

about by the good deeds and love of men. Ea.rkham conceded the place 

of faith, but as Tras noted in 0ection E of this chapter, he }")laced more 

emnhasis on Yrorks. But total revelation includes not onJ.y the Epistle 

of James, Yrhere the place of Tmrks is shovm, but also the Epistle to 

the i'Lo:rnans, where justification h:~ f<dth is set forth so predominant-

ly. The balance of truth lies in the fact tha.t 11faith vd.tho1.1.t works 

is dead 111 and 11by vrorks vras faith made perfec-t,l'. 2 

Itarkham' s emphasis on the salvation of society seems to be 

out of ;_;ronortion to the totalU:y oi' the teachings of Christ. 

haJi1 bases his emphasis on the Sermon on the Eount, but even there 

Christ deals Trith individual problems. Jesus 1 cont2.ct vrith different 

peoples during his ::Jublic rninistr,'T v-ras that of concern for their in-

dividval souls. He preached individual regeneration, not :with the 

vievr th2.t society r:~r se __ 7Jould eventually be saved, but adding tlle 2.d-

monition that the regenerated ones shou.ld shine in a dark world and 

keep their lamps trim until ti1e coming of the Son of lian, Yrhen all 

Christians would be received up into glory. At such a time, the 11fool-

1. Eebre-Ns 2:20 
2. Eebrev;s 2:22 
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ish virgins 11 vrho had not trimmed tbeir la1nps would not find entrance 

into the Kingdom., oeca.use they had failed in their incli vidual respons

., '1'-1- 1 
lOl lvY• 

In vievr of the above eva.luations, it may be concluded tl-JE.t 

l/iarkh2m 1 s social gospel Tias not derived basically from a sound and baJ:. 

anced interpretation of Scripture. G. Ernest ~;right alluded. to this 

tendency on the part of proponents of the Social i:~ess2.ge when he said: 

The strong social gospel movement in th:is country h2.d its original 
inspiration, not pr·imarily in biblic2.l exegesis, but r2.ther in the 
idealism inlierent in the 19th century doctrine of progress -~crith its 

• • "' • r, r' ' t' 2 VlSlon of t:1e l'.lngcJ.om oi uoo on e2.r n .. 

I. Sumrrrary 

This che.pter has viened ~larkham 1 s religious beliefs regc:,rding 

God, Jesus, man, salvation, c:md imr1ort2.lity, and has briefly evaluated 

his Biblical interpretation in the light of basic ru.les of interpre-

tation. 

Markham 1 s God is: the omnipotent Creator whose vmys are soverned 

by the tvro motives of love and justice. He mercifully provides for all 

His creation, and vrllls the destinies of men to a blessed end. He has 

revealed himself in n..ature, man anci. Christ. 

Jesus, after a short sinless life as described by the Gospels, 

died to consecrate Truth, and having left the highest ex,_qmple of sac-

rifice, ascended to heaven shortly after his res"LJ.rr·ect.ion, ·where he now 

is preparing a place for the ideal Kingdom, the subjects of Vlhich pre-

}J<:cre themselves here on earth under his leadership as their Socic:.l Sav-

iour. 

• • • • • 

l. Eatthe·w 25 
2. G. Ernest ~(right, "The ·,iorld Council of Churches and Biblical 

Inter·pretationn, Interpretation, III, (january, 1949) 
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All men have originated from the one source of Love, and so by 

the original }Jlan of Goo were Bade for Brotherhood. lvian is the shadovr

form of God, a form mc:.rred by sin, which vr<::.s the result of inan 1 s rrrong 

Choice. 'This Choice vr2~s :raade possible by God 1s decree of' freedom of 

will, a decree He deemed. necessary t!:10ugh dane;erous. 

Salvation, vrhich:i:s not equivalent to :nemberships or creeds, but 

which means the 1'\:ingdom wi tr1in man and 1ri thin society, depends both on 

man 1 s receptivity and Christ 1 s initiative. I.!a.n must hc:we faith in God 

and Christ, bo.t th2:t. faith :i..s vrorthless unless the deeds bear it out, 

for fate is molded by deeL'J.s. Christ, tl1e object of this faith and the 

supreme eYu::u'Tlple of the Tmrks, gave the :•Jrinciples of ric;hteous living 

and died to consecrate Truth. 

To L:arkham, innnortality is less m~rsterious than life itself. 

Life Hereafter is an evolution of the present life. Those vrho live 

according to the principles of the Co:rm~ade Kint::dorr. on ec:.rth, :pass on 

to the Ideal Kingdom in Heaven, -vrhere tJ:1e soul grovrs, ancl where more 

Trork js·:rork 1 s rew2,rd. 'I'he other clas::; goes to Hell, r;here there is 

punisbment for the sins committed in Eell only, and ':;here there is 

st,ill a dim ray o:C hope for redemption up until ibe .moment the path to 

the Abyss is chosen. If that pc.1.th is chosen, God 1 s last mercy reme,ins: 

the duct of Oblivion. 

Iiegarding ];:e.rkham 1s Biblical interpretc:ction, of the four basic 

rules of interpretation proposed, :r,~arkh.am follows most closely tho.t of 

minute e:::.? .... i-:ri.nation of the text. His f1..1.rthest dep:.>.rture is from the rule 

of interprete:cion according to the general teachin;:::s of total revelat~ 

ion. The majority of his departu.res concern the subject of the King

dom. 
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CEAPTEH. III 

THE SOCIAl, EE~'3SAGE OF I;:]l_HKJ-Il\.11 

A. Introduction 

It is difficult to categorize 1•:2.rkharn 1s philosophy because of 

its munerous paradoxes. rlhile his philosophy is idealistic, it is al-

so pragmatic, and is not guilty of the char·ge of Professor John Deuey, 

the pragmatist, that the idealistic philosophy 11 tends to substitute an 

antiquated a tti tl.Kle of other-·wor1dliness for that of a vigor.ous rar-

- .. - ul ticipation in the struggle for a nev" society here a.nd no.,. Eark-

ha.rn 1s idealism is one that shifts in thought to a struggle for a new 

society, with a standard for the ne:: society not originally prae;matic, 

but moral and spiritual: the Golden Eule. For this reason one mm1t 

c2.l.l. his philosophy both idealistic and practical. 

It will be the ~·ur·pose of this chapter to study the practical 

phase of I,rarkham 1 s philosophy. First vrill be noted the indications of 

the preeminence of the SJ cial messae;e in his thinking. J?ollov.d.ng this, 

the various f'c•ctors in Ilarkham 1 s life vrhich l.ed to such a practical 

philosopl.1;y vlill be discussed. Finally, a condensed description of the 

principles of the Ideal Kingdo:n which Lm~kham preached, v.d.ll be set 

forth. 

B. Its Preeminence In Larkham's Thought 

Like most absolute idealists, Y:arkhcun' center of attention is 

in society, not the individue.l. He recognizes individual worth, and 

the fact that salvation of the society c2.rmot come ·without individual 

. . . 
1. harold E. Titus: Living Is sues in l-hilos ophy, p. 250 
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salvation of Jnen. But to him the supreme good of the vmrJ.d is in soc-

ial sc.lvcction. In a letter to Stidger, Earkham vrrote: 

In the old days preachers proclaj_med ;:m individualistic redempt
ion, the esca-ce of the individual into a Dla.ce of s1:~iri tual safe
~Y· ~:t this~ ~~lea must be exr--<'1nde~. t? in~lude. c?lle?tiv~, lnnna::-
lty. 1-~oY:ever J_T, TI2.s on the pe,st, lT, JS no-c-r ce:('l~arn t:J.e.t ·c,nere 1s 
no available salv<:,tion for the people except socia.l salvE>.tion.· 

A cm'sory :::;.;lance at J'!:2.rkham 1s vrritin;;s ·will prove that the 

heart of Ee.rkham 1 s message is the Social Gospel, or the c2.ll to the 

Comrade Kinzdo::n, the co.ll to Brotherhood. This is evident first of 

all fro;rr the frequency of social references in his prose and poetr;y-. 

Ii2ny of his vrorks 2.re Yr.ritten -..vi th the pur::;ose of e}qJosing the pre-

vailing curse a:nd sins of selfishness, f:;reed and oppression in:the 

world. Others are devoted to the ~:;Josi tive messt'1ge: a description of 

the blessed Comrade Kingdo'll, and a challenge to brin;:: it about. To-

gether, these 1nake up i'e.r the bulk af lVl.?.rkham 1 s vr.ri tin2:~s. 

J.:;curther proof tha.t the ~ocial Hessage is the core of 1~tc>.rkham 1s 

mission is the language of conviction and force in aJ~ his social 

references. His strongest words concern s aJ.e aspect of this messc>.c~e. 

Added to this Droof is his own stc>:berJ.ent of pur:_Jose as a poet, which 

he ;:;ave :Ln a Doe:ll entitled "To High-Born f'oetsll. 'l'he Doet is t;iven 

the high tc>.sk: 

To speak to men the one redeerning word. 
1\o peace for thee, no peace, 
Till blind oppression cease; 
'I'he stones cry fro:n. the Yralls, 

. Till the c;rc>.:T injustice fc:.lls-
• • till strong men rome to build in fre~dom-fa:te 
The pills.rs of the ne','T Fraternal ::,tate. 

. . . . . 
l. G. Bromley Oxn2.m, (editor), Preaching and the :5ocial Crisis, p. 205 
2. ~2ctvrin ?i:arkham, Bk. I, p. 110 
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c. Influences Leading to This ihilosophy 

l. The Gospel of Jesus 

As has been already pointed out, Markham h:i:mself said that the 

Gospel of .. Tesus is the one thinr::; tlmt had the most profound influence. 

in J:"'j_s life. If he 1-rere to be deserted on a. lonely island and could 

take only ten books with him, his first choice vrould be the Gosuel of 

Jesus. 

It was in the Gosuels that 1ilarkham discovered vi.11at was the 

pasE;ionate purpose for man in the heart of Christ. This purpose in

volved the estc;.blishment of 2 Comrade }(in[3dom to vrhich Jesus y;anted 

all men to belong. It wa~3 especially in the teachings of C]:l .. rist, in-

cludinE:- the Parables, that M2 .. rkh21rr found the principles of the social 

message which he began to preach. cTesus 1 Sermon on the Mount set forth 

the Constitution of the i'JeYr Order. The teachings of John the Baptist 

added to Earkhcul. 1 s bs.sis for a broad inteij_)retation of the Kingdom. 

It is to be noted here th;:::t, the section of the Gospels that 

2.ttracteci l,iarkham 1s a·ttention rvere those that presented the teachings 

of Jesus. He did not overlook the life and death of Christ in his in-

terpretation; but he chose to concentrate on the tee:cchinf:;s. 'I'hus one 

can understand· the tendency tow2.rd such a strong social message. 

2. Books 

1.3esides the Bible, tTro main v.Ti tings had their influence in 

actually formulating i'Ec:rkham 1 s phiJ.osophy: the works of ~:~illimn Ellery 

Channing and B.nanuel ~wedenborg. 

As has been seen~ vrhen only twenty-two ;rears of age, l.iarkham 

vras given the remains of an Episcopal :rector 1 s librar-y, ·which included 

0 • • • • 

1. Cf. ante, :p. 21 
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books by Channing. 0o absorbed became l<iiarkham in Chan:rling 1 s volu.mes 

that for six months he read theB dlli'ing ever-y- spare moment. Cha:n..ninP.· . u 

was a proponent of tl!.e social message, intern2.tional peace, temperance, 

piety and 1..mi tarianism, among other things. This vras the first contact 

hiarkha.m ha.d vrith such teachint:;s, for, as -~ras shovm in chaDter I, u-o 

to ttlis time his SlJiri tual environ,11ent l22.d ·been nredominantly evangel-

ical. Channing 1s teachings on brotherhood attracted lviarkham, and ap~ 

pealed to him as best interpreting Christ's teachings for the solut-

ion of man 1 s op~::;ression. li:2.rkham savr Channing 1 s religious vie1~;s as 

being broad and lofty, f01..mded on COlTh.llOn sense, and yet partially mys-

tical. 

Symdenborg 1 s 1vritings carne to ],;arkham a little later in life, 

but not without force. S·aedenborg 1s main:ip_fluence upon Earkham vras 

mystical. But it vras through his teachings that 1/2.rkham discovered 

that the ne:x:t life is only an evolution of :this life. This is Tlhat 

Farkham needed to see in order to reconcile the existences of tTro 

similar kingdoms: the Kingdom of rlee.ven and the Kingdom on l:,arth. 'fhat 

was Swedenbore; 1 s major contribution to the formulation of lilarkham 1 s 

social philosorilly. 

Fersonal Experience 

l1:o books could have originated vri thin Lc.rkha:u the :L11pulse 

to cry· out against oppression in behali' of the Comrade Kingdo;n. This 

conviction could come b;t no other TiCJ.y th.:m personal e:x:r:erience. Eark-

ham 1s early life -:;·ras filled with such experiences, as has been related 

in chapter I. His was a life of ha:rdsJ:-:ip and toil; and wha.tever he 

did not experience pers0!1ally, he sa-vr i'irst-hand. Haunted vrith such 

:nemories e.nd CD nvn:ctions, it ;;ras not strange the:!:, he sho:t./ld be capti v-

a ted by the original pe.inting of 1vlillet 1 s 11 The I,can d th the Eo e11 , vrhen 

. . . . . 
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it 1N8.s on eYllibition in California. For an hour he sat before the 

:painting (a copy of v.11ich he ha.ci seen tvrel ve years previously), ·while 

the terror and power of its message took a hold o:f.' him. Let him des-

cribe that message in t.cis ovm vmrds: 

I saw that this creation of the painter vm.s no mere peasant, no 
choice man of the fields, but he Tras rather a tJ""})e, a s;ymbol of 
the toiler, brutalized through long ages of industrial oppression. 
I ~-::-vr in ~his peasan~ ~~he slmY bp.t ayful degradation oi' man through 
eno.J_ess, nopeless and. JOyless labor. 

So, in the form ofthe epic poen 11 The JEan ~hth the Hoell_, Larkham T:as 

11 i'orced to utter the awe and grief 11 of his spirit 11for t~1e ruined maj-

esty of this son of God 11 • 

In his later ye2.1's, M2.rkha':t savr no im::_:,rovement in the world. 

Not :11any years after he v;rote n'I'he L.an .;iitl'L the Hoe 11 cc:une '"orld \·.ar I , 

the anti thesis of the Comrade Kingdom. E'ollmving hard upon this carne 

the 11 Boom11 of Inflation, Yrith its seli'ish acquisitiveness, egotism and 

materialism. The third period brought the Depression, vv-lth all of its 

11 terrible degradation of hu<nan personality!'. These three dark neriods 

saddened l.Carkham, end Trere he li vins. today, he would have still more 

reason for sadness. But 1'iarkha'11 never gave up in despair. 'l'o him, 

this was not a result of the failure oi' Christianit;r, but the result 

oi' the failure to try out Christianity in the large social sense. 

F'rom such personal e:-:_perience of the failure of the nation thi1s to 

try out Christianit:!", I.:Iarkham in J::tis last years took even greater 

str:i!des in the proclamation of his social message. The unpublished 

prose volu.me which vras to be called nThe Forgotten i"UrlJoses of Jesus 11 , 

many parts of v.hich vrere quoted in chapter II, Yras the product of 

such e::-::l)erience and conv:Lction. In this volume, l\l3.rkham set forth 

. . . . . 
l. I,Ja.rk .Sullivan: Our Ti2nes-A111erica J.'inding Eerseli', Vol. II, p. 236 
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his interpretations of' the principles oi' the Comrade Kingdom accord-

ing to Nevr Testament teaching. 

D. Its .Frinciples 

l. Brotherhood of Han 

Fredominantly, Earkhau 1 s message concerns the ste:te of society 

as a whole, th.ough basically that state depends on eaci1 indiviciual. 

The Kin;::dom Yihich Christ prec;.ched 11 he.s its center in ma.11111, but it is 

not ex_:)ected to stay there. It must 11 take form outside of i1s in hu-

man institutions. • • in e. ne-vt society vvhere the Golden .l'l.ule shall be 

the working principle 11 • 
2 The grec..t world-purpose is the Hvast inbroth-

Each person must ttbe baptizeci. in tl:e fire of heroic 

loven~, burning away e.ll selfislmess and greed, vtith the resul:t tL:1e.t 

all men are brothers in the 11 one D:Lvine Family of the i\ingdom115. Then 

l .ll . ' l ~ ' h . - v f' -- b - ~ 1 no onger vn · ee.cn man p. m_, novr .e may gl~lnd ·..,11e e.L.Low-man , m c. ·._,n_e 

rich vri11 no longer o~)press the ::Joor, but share their substance?. The 

economic order vd.ll be cooperative rather than competitive. The -~¥or1d 

ste.tus Ylill be that of peace. According to }Le.rkham, Trar ncan be cured 

only by the divine forces of love and justice •••• 11 ~ vhthin the 

friendly circle of the CoBrade i(in.cdom, all workers vrill have their 

ee.rthly needs supplied. HJ.,ife-destroying -;;ro:rries will -c>s.ss a·,Tay, and 

men Trill live happil;.r like the birds of the air, birds that gather 

• 0 • • • 

1. O:xna.m, p. 190 
2. Lac. cit. 
3. I .. :c.rl:hem, Bk. II, liThe ··:·iorld-i:'urpose 11 , p. 80 
h. Oznam, p. 191 
5. Loc. cit. 
6. ::·:iarkham, Bk. I, 11 Little Brothers of the Grou.11d 11

, P• 23 
7. Cf'. IL::u:-1-::ham, :Bk. I, Hfo. Harvest .~)ong 11 , p. 116 
8. 7:~arkham, Bk. IV,_ J~:x:clanatory note to section 11 Echoes from the 

i'forld : . .s.r 11 , p. 67 
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their food f'ro;n thebcnmt;;r of the fielcls. ll 1 

2. iiulersbip of Christ 

The J.eader of tf,e Comre.de Kingdom is Christ. Be is Lord of 

ee.ch indivici:ua.l, but also of the TrLole socia.l order. Inci.ividual re-

c1.eml;t.ion is necessary, but Christ 1 s e:z:panded. Pll.rpose was social sal-

vation, 2ccording to Y2rlcbam. As leader, Jesus even fills the l:.tbor 

tbro::-te: 

2o vre avrai t. the I,eader to appear, 
Lover of men, thinker and cloer and seer, 
The hero -:.-/no Trill fill the J.abor throne 
And build the Comrade Kin:.:;dom, stone by stone. 

2 . . 
As Lec:.cler, Ghrist lJCJ.s written the Constitutio::1 of tLe King6o:~1. That 

is the ;::er;non on the L.ount, the 11workint:; for::1 for God on ea.rth") In 

this is contained tl;e Le2JJ.er 1s one ~;re<:ct duty laid upon his tmbjects--

11to embrother men and to empa.radise the world::. b Christ as Iead.er 

is the ideal ruler: he never calls upon his followers to do sonething 

he has not done. Ee calls men to love, :for he hc.s loved. Be calls 

men to die for trt.rl:,h, i:f_' need be, for he did just tl';at at Calvary. 

3. rreparation for .r:ereaft.er 

I.-:arkham believed strongly in another existence. 'l'hi;~ has been 

shown in deta.il in chapter II. Heaven is the place v;here those indiv-

idnals go who strive to brine: about Christ's J:Cingdom he:ce on e2rth. 

ilarkham kneYr that he ymuld not. live to see the fulfillment afthe 

Comrc_de Eingciom on earth, but he believed it vrould come some da.y. 

Those comrao.es wl:.o die ·before that fulfillment, later find therrrselves 

in tl'Je Ideal 1\ingdor.-c, the Einc;clo:11 of the hereafter, which is me:cely 

• • • • 0 

1. Ox:nam, p. 191.:. 
2. Ii2.rkham, Bk. II, ll'l'he loeader of the 1-'eople'1, p. 55 
3. OJm2.m, p. 195 
L. Ibid., p. 198 
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an evolution of the Kinsdom on earth. The ~rinciples th2.t govern 

both kingdoms are the saJD.e, namel~r, those given by Jesus in hi::: pen·-

c.bles a.nd Sermon on tb.e L ount. xian prepares for the Kingdom hereafter 

by his life in tbis world. 1}Jhat is left un:perfected here, must be per-

fected there. Iv:ore Tmrl\: ·will be work's re-;·ia.rd. 

Because of the close rel~"'.tion of hea.ven and ea:ctLJ vJith re-

spect to this Comrade Kin~:.dom, one can easily understand again 

deeds play such an important part in Ii:arkha:n 1 s philosophy. In essence, 

that philosophy bai.JB dmm to: 11You must eventually perfect your life 

yourself; vrny not start doing so right now·:n 'rhis aP::'ears in bold con-

tra.st to the Yrords of :eaul addressed to the Ga.lc..tians: 11 For nei tl:er is 

circumcision an;ything, nor uncircur:1cision, but a nevr crea.tion. 11 1 

This che.pter has discussed the preeminence of the social mes-

so.ge in J:.Carkh.s.m 1 s philosophy, the factors leading to this philosophy, 

e.nd the principles cf the Kingdom message. 

The.t the social messat;e is the heart of l\',prkha.m 1 s mission is 

evident from the frecyency of social reierences in his ·works, from the 

forceful tone of such references, and from his ovm explicit statements. 

l-.iarkham d.eri ved his social consciousness originally from the 

Gospels of tTesus, which had a profound influence upon his life. Bas-

ica.lly it vras the p2.rables and Sermon on the I•iou.11t from which he deriv-

ed his conception of the Comr2.de Kingdom. fjhen he was twenty-two years 

old, he obtained the vT.ci tings of '·Hilliam Ellery Chamring, whose social 

philosophy directed his line of thought. The r;ritinr.;s of ::medenborg 

• 0 • • • 

1. Galatians 6:15 
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later added to this influence, reconciling the problem of tvro heavens 

by ;;m evolution theory. Added to the influence of the Gospels and 

the religious ·books was a background, of personal experience in the hard 

toils <.mel oppressiom> of life. This personal conviction was a decis-

i ve f2"ctor in his choosing the mission to challenge men to build the 

Comr.sde Kingdom. 

In the last section of this cha.pter, the principles of 1.!ark-

ham's social messa~;e were briefly described. These involve the Broth-

erhood of I.:an, y;hich is basic to any Ide2.l Kingdom; the Eulership of 

Christ; and the conduct of man on earth as a prepa.rCJ.tion for the King-

dom of the Hereafter, should death _precede the complete realization 

of the Ideal Kingdom on earth. Upon these essential principles de-
/ 

pends the fulfillment of I;iarkham 's highest hope: the coming of the 

Ideal Kingdom. 



riiARKHi\J\.1 1 S INFIUBHC.8 UPON JU{i:i;HICAN ThOUGEr 



CHAPTER IV 

Ef..RKHAI:£ Is HT.fi'LUBi'JCE UPON PJ.:,EEICAN ThOUGHT 

A. Introduction 

1Eark..ham never sought popularity or fame, never coveted state-

ly m2.nsions, never coD .. fined himself to the circle of popular person-

ages. That is T:hat prompted Joaquin 1'1Iiller to vrrii.~e, 11 Consider what 

1:2.rkha.rn put c:.side, as putting aside a crovm, to take hts pl2.ce -vii th 

the Door and despised. 11 1 I.fu.rkham had a. message born out of deep con-

viction, and it ·was his one purpose in life to tell the Yiorlcl about 

that message. That he succeeded in such a mission is illustro.ted by 

a magazine review of the influence of just one of his poems, actually 

the poen: that brought him f'a.me: 

His 11 The Man ~iii th the Hoe 11 is the most revered and well-liked poem, 
short of the :osalrns · of De.vid, the..t the vrorld has knovm. It has 
been translated into about 40 languages ancl. reprinted in probably 
as many as fifty thouse.nd nevrspapers. 2 

It ~ovill be the purpose of' this char)ter to show why IYla.rkham 1 s 

message gained such warm reception, ancl how it influenced social, lit-

erary .:me. reli;?;ious thoue;ht. Because of the historical perspective 

required by historians in YJTi ting their books, it is too early to be-

gin to appreciate the tremendous influence of this man's l:iL'e upon 

illnerican thought. 

. . . 
l. ~uoted in George ;:barton James: Heroes of California, p. 456 
2. J:f.eview in Over land I~~onthly, (November, 19 31), p. 8 



.,\' 

-77-

B. I-teasons For This Vast Influence 

1. State of Araerican Eation in the :.r~arly Twentieth Century 

a. ~conomic Structure 

The polic·y- of taxation ;Ln .F.rnerica around 1900 vras deplored by 

William J .• Bryan. In 1695 Bryan Tras referring to the Supreme Court 1 s 

invalidation of the attempt to h~'!,ve an income-tax law, when he chal-

lenged: fiis it ti1e fault of God or Hature ••• tha.t our tax laws are 

so made ••• that the poor ma.n pays more than his share and tbe rich 

man less't 111 

The country 1 s outstanding lJolitical issue in the years 1900-

1915 YJa.s tha.t of the trust companies, or private monopolies. One of 

the country's leading conservatives, Grover Cleveland, sent a message 

to Congress vrarning of the sitllation, which read_ in part: 

The com.rnunism of combined ·wealth and capital, the outgrowth of 
overvreening cupidity and selfishness, which insidiously undermine 
the justice and integrity of free institutions~ is not less dan
gerous than the co:nnnunism of poverty and toil. 

Theodore !:Loosevelt is quoted as having said, arou.11d the year 

1903, that 11 Corporation cunnins ha.s developed faster than the lavrs of 

na.tion and 0tate. 11 3 Even in the year 1873, Chief Justice Edward G. 

Ryan, of the :::upreme Court of ·vvisconsin, said, in part, HThere is 

looming up a new and dark :oovrer •••• The accu.mulation of individual 

wealth seems to be greater than it ever bas been since the downfall of 
\ 

the homan Empire. 11 L~ 

ArrB rica in 1900 ·was thus a nation of tvm main classes: the 

wealthy and the poor.~ The curse of the poor was their poverty; the 

. . . . . 
1. lv!a:Pk Sullivan: Our Times-iun.erica Finding Herself, Vol. II, p. 2L? 
2. Ibid., p. 249 
3. Loc. cit. 
h. Ibid., p. 250 
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blessing of the rich -vras their vrealth. 'I'he bre2.c!1 via.s ever-v.'idening, 

and Trbile the1·e were political figures tha.t fr·equently voiced their 

protest, there h2.d not yet been 2. })oet to so1.md the battle-cry in 

verse, a medium th.s.t can :;;enetrate all barriers of caste, creed and 

color. 

b. Social Structure 

'l'he in.evi te.ble a.ccomlJaniment to this economic situation rrc:..s 

the social structure of o~)pression of the poor. Eere nas none boy 

born :Ln a ~~alace, surfeited -,yi th unearned riches i!; there Yiz::,s <:mother 

lad born in a hovel, beset by unmerited poverties. Iii thin a matter of 

years the rich son yrould be ruling over the Door with unfair 2.dvanta.e;eo 

The ciJ:?S'll bet,··een the two v;as one of 11 icy T'ride and y;orldly nealth. 11 

I·Lay J~ncstro!.n 1-Ios'f) vivicll~r clescribes ~t,he situation ..... ~-l1d:cl1 f2.cecl the s;;.m-

pathetic _!;.merican in 1900: 

He s2.w these cl-?.sses held a.s1.mder -\'.'itt: no S'Jrmp;:,thies in co)]]Jil_on
held a.s1.mder and living as far apart as though they nere marooned 
on sep;:trate continents. Ee savr the :;:a mDered child of the rich em
layer- grow up, kno-rring nothing of the :i1a.lf-sta.rved children of t.he 
poorly paid workman; Hhile the :::;oor children in their destitution 
grevr up to envy- if not to ha. te- the rich child in his over-abun
~-ance. Be s~:w, the haughty iit!l ofthe purse-proud: he savr the humil
latecl look m tne money less. 

In Bryan 1 s esti:m.a.tion, tr.e extremes of society ~:yere being 

11 driven further and f'urt:her apart •••• At one end cf·t.he scale lux-

ury and idleness breed effeminacy; at the other end, warrc and desti-

2 tution breed desperation •••• 11 

Considerin~:, then, this economic and social structure in the 

.hnerica of 1900, it is not strange that a voice cr;ying out against 

oppression of the poor vrould cause ste.rtling reverberations, Tlith fer-

• • 0 • • 

l. l.lay Engstrom Eoss: Heroism and Service, Vol. D=, PP• 57,58 
2. ~)ullivan, p. 243 
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vent acceptance by ti1e oppressed peOl):Les, and vlgor.ous denial by the 

indicted oppressor. What added to the noisy commotion stirred b-J 

lLarkham 1 s voice was the fact that he was the first of the poets to 

take up the Cr<J. Ee was the f'ioneer-Poet of the Social Passion. 

2. ~2rkham: The Pioneer-Poet for the Oppressed 

There had been expressions of protest against social injust

ices in other fields by the beginning of the tYientieth ca:.n.tury. .Pol

iticians, economists, newspaper editors and other professionals tried 

their hardest to make an impact, but these lacked expression that 

-,rrould strike home to the ver<J hearts: of men. The French artist, J·ean 

Francois ld.llet, had str·uck the introductOI"J note to such needed ex

pression ·when he pc;inted 11 The l,:E.n ~'iith the Hoe11 , picturing on canvas 

the common underpaid toiler. But not every one could interpret ru1d 

appreciate such ar·0. Besides, the reproduction of a painting and 

its distribution to the masses of iunerica would have been very diffi

c<.llt. \ihe.t was needed v.ras an interpretation of that note in forceful 

but plain poetry, and a challen;;:;e to the existing conditions of Jl.mer

ica. This was where Markham ca.'lle in. A poet had arisen~to the need 

of the hour. Much was at stake for 1-.:Iarkham-- his very livel:thood-

but his passion for the llsavages 11 of civilization prevailed. He must 

interpret for J..merica and for the vrorld just ·who that Hoe-Man is. The 

Hoe-kan His not the intelligent working man. He is not the savage of 

the wilderness, who has at times a step of dignity and a tongue of 

eloquence. The Hoe-r~n isthe savage of civilization. 11 1 

On Janua!"J 15, 1899, the pioneer-voice of the hitherto un

knovm poet appeared in the San li'rancisco Examiner, in the forB of the 

• • • • • 

1. J,:arkham, in Yi. R. Benet (editor), F'ifty Poets, p. 4 
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poarn entitled, 11 The :i{,an Yiith the Eoe11 • The battle-cry had sounded. 

b'ut whom would it stir'.i How long and hard would be the battle? 

C. ::iignificant Influence of Markham 

l. Upon Social Thought 

11 The Ean ~lith the Eoe 11 ·<",·as Larkham 1s first introduction to 

farne and influence. Having spoken that first 11word for the Humiliated 

and_ the ·:~rongedn l, he gained the friendship of aJ~ the dm...-.atrodden, 

lov.rly, despised and friendless lJeoples. This receptivity of his social 

message encouraged him to write more lines on this subject in the for-

ty o:c so years that followed. 

But his vmrds also stirred the accused peoples to self-ex-
. •. 

arnination. This effect is described by George Dr.arton James: 

How the blm·rs rang; hovt the iron struck fire; how the heat burned 
and seared. The world felt the blows and men and vwmen T1ho had 
been asleep in their ovfn selfish comfort ru~d p&~pered luxury a
woke to the sorrows, sufferings and needless woes of others. His 
direct questions were sharp-pointed arrows that penetrated the 
joints of the selfish armor of men.2 

Ilmnediately follo-wing its first printing, HThe Man "Xith the 

Hoe 11 appeared in all American newspapers, and was soon translated in-

to all languages. It was the 11 theme of thousands of articles, i..."lter-

views, editorials, cartoons, serrnons, debates, p2.rodies, jocularities, 

fl::;-:i..ng paragraphs. '1\vo new words appearei in the language--Hoeman 

and Hoemanry. • • • 11 3 The poem drevr this response from the New York 

Eerald: 

l. 
2. 
3. 

Is a • • • revolution linpending in America- a bloodless revolution 
this time, fought not ·with bullets but with ballots':' If so, E<l:v;in 

I,.., .. 
Jrunes, p. ·-~.'::>b 
Ibid., P• }~57 
Hoss, p. ol 

. . . . . 
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IJarkham ·will prove fo be at once its despised prophet and its ac
cepted high priest. 

This poem caused a great social awakening in 11Jnerica not be-

cause of any original proposa~ or idea, but because it forcefully told, 

in terse, told poetic strokes, what the common toilers of' America had 

vranted so desperately to say for years upon years. 

Just as the poem t .. ad been in the making for many years, 1Iark-

ham h2.d not the :SLightest intention of resting his fight vri. th a mere 

11 battle-cryl1• He determined to spend the rest of his d.a;>rs striving 

for the goal vihich to him was, a Goo-ordained destiny: the Kingdom of 

God on earth. Shortly after YJTi ting the poem, karkha.1'1 moved east to 

Herr York, "~Nhere he lived for the rest of his life. It was while in ', 

the east that o·ther injustices to the helpless and defenceless aroused 

his indignation and 11led to his entering the arena on their behalf 11
•
2 

In N~~ York he made a personal study of child labor in the factories, 

shops and mills, and >ITote many stirring articles in defiance of this 

condition) Jolm B. Horner evaluated MarkJ:1..am 1s social ini"luence vf.i.th 

these words: 

••• if true greatness is measured by one's ability to stamp his 
impress upon humanity, Ed:w:i.n Earkham would be COUJ."'lted great if he 
had done no more than to cause ma.nki.n{i to pause long enough to con
sider the oppressed laborer who he.d never been taught to think •• 
• • T'~~ w?rld_ is ~ow ';V'~iting a ne,,; d~sp~nsationf- for industry ••• 
upon L.he ~nsp~rata .. on or seers as J:d-ii'ln Markham. + 

IL:l.rkhaJ.n 1 s approximately forty years of residence on Staten Is-

land, Nevi York, vrere years of sweat and toil in his mission as Social 

..?rophet. "iihether it vvas viTi ting prose or poetry, or speaking to con-

l. 
2. 
J. 

4. 

. . . . . 
Sulli¥an:r., p. 240 

"r..., \ r:'l'l 
t!d.lll8S, p • t.t;O 

E.g. a series of articles for Cosmopolitan 1\:;agazine. :r!Jarkham 
was also a co-author of the book, Ghildren in Bondage, dealing 
with this subject. 
Jorll"'l B. Horner: Oregon, p. 364 
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ferences or congregations, his message was the sarne: the Gospel of 

the Comrade Kingdom. In the estirnation of 1ll..any, his l1..c:1.s been the 

greatest influence upon social thought in twentieth century Jimerica. 

Ferha.ps that i:n.fluence has been so great because 1~c:.rkham was a living 

exa:rnple of the message he preached. His home v~-as hu.'llble; he never 

rode by hlllman car; he atways ate moderately in considera.tion of the 

starving masses; he renounced all material 11 things 11 as being secon-

dars. Of this Stidger said: 

Ho Tolstoy has more completely renou..""'l.ced things. No Ghandhi has 
more completely given up tlemtaterial possessions of life. i'lO 

f.agawa has so completely consecrated himself to the Comrade King
dom of God. Edwin 1·i::C.rkr.~.am isd:.he great Poet f'rophet of the Com
rade Kingdom of God on earth.l 

In .America's tvrentietp. century social era, Markham v.ras the 

voice of the oppressed toiler, indicter of the cruel rich, inspirer 

for social legislation, preacher of Christ's social gospel, and ex-

a'llple of unselfish brotherly life. 

2. Upon Literary Ynought 

EO.vd.n M.arkham became the leader of the new poetic movement in 

America. This movement took up the Cr-<.J of labor, the cry of the 

grou..TJ.d and the cr-t for a nobler civilization. It sought the poetic 

beauty i'irhich lay hidden in the common D.uman life around men. A. Ill. 

Sullivan, president of the Poetry Society of A..rnerica, said: 

~rhl1am believed the principal function of the poet is to convey 
ideas and he gave expression to thoughts of the comruonplace in 
language that the :nasses U..."'lderstood. 2 

};lay E. Hoss said, 11 'Yr.ds idea has been caught up by the :;wu..TJ.ger Amer-

ican poet.s, and it is now the dominant note in the nev-r poetry of' our 

. . . . . 
l. G. Bromley O:xnam, (editor), ;Preaching and the Social Crisis, p. 206 
2. ll.arkham Library, i{agner College, Staten Island. 
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era u 1 • These ner,· poets determined not to be bound 1Jy- traditional 

lavrs ofrtJythm or rhyme, nor did they abuse this freedom. Actually, 

l:::trkham maintained the best tradition of the classic school. Viill 

Carleton, Joaquin Io:i:iller, Eret Harte, Eugene Field and James Whit-

comb Riley were of this school of thought, writing poems of the vill-

age and the farm. It was I10:trkham of their group wno va-ote the songs 

of the toilers. 

Not only did li:a.rkham vrrite close to man, but he encouraged 

others so to write. He approved university training of poets, 11 to 

enrich the 'quiet education of the feeling 1 which must be secured in

dividua.lly.11 2 The magazine 20th Centu:u-l .t'oetry said that Iiim~kham 

11spent h:i.Jnself in the encouragement of younger poets.H 3 

This poetry fer ·the masses gained for !ioarkbam the highest of 

acclaim. Joyce Kilmer called h:i.Jrr .~erica 1 s greatest liv.ing poet. 

George Stirl:ID:g said, nEe is the dean.· of the vrorlcl' s poets. 11 He was 

hailed as the 11foremost nai1le in poetical literature since Tennyson 
I 

and Browning. n L~ A Chicago ecli tor gave tbis estirn.a.te in 1919: 

I regard Echvin Earl.<"..ham as our greatest contemporary poet; and 
I offer him as an all-sufficient ans1-·mrL to the assertion that 
the days of .American poesy have passed. : 

l-Tevertheless, impressing the literaiJ' ViOrld. was not !.)c.rkho.m 's ult·i-· 

rri:lte aim. True, he welcomed the publishing and distribution o.f .h..is 

1r ose and Trorks, but only for the rurpose of reacl1ing the souls of 

men vri th his message of love. 

. . . . .., . 
1. Hoss, p. 62 
2. I·'iarkham, in t.he Daily Calif'ornian (Chicao-o), 1919 
3. Article in 20t.h Century .t'oetr~> (1929), p. 290 
4. l,):wted in Sullivan, p. 242 
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3. Upon Heligious Thought 

The Villi'ill reception of EE.ri{ham by religious circles is under-

standable in light of the fact tlo..at the nation v;as sadly lacking a 

poet of fair renown who would wr·ite vri:th deepl;;r spiritual and. yet 

practical tone. Why must poets :&ind. their themes only in politics, 

economics, love, m.;y-stery-, fairy-tales, r.d.stor;~(£ Are not the themes 

preached. upon from the pulpit of eternal value and vmrthy to be used 

as seed for the creations of poetry'i Did not David of old set an ex-

a:w.ple of the [;eauty of f::etting forth spiritual truths in verse·:· 

Strangely enough, the pulpit seized upon r1iarkham 1 s social 

·works rather than his ::10re spiritual verse, and used them as inspir-

ation for many social sermons. Concerning this, and referring to one 

poem specifically, John B. Horner said: 

'rhe first four lines of 11 The !Lan With the I-loe 11 have been the sub
ject of !!lore sermons ••• tr.tan any other four. linls Yv-ritten in the 
English language during the last quc.rter century. 

This reaction is but a reflection of the new idealistic philos~phy 

iYhich had already arisen among religious circles in the 19th century, 

to which G. I~rnest Uright referred when he said: 

The strong social gospel movement in this country had its original 
inspirc.tion. • • in the idealism inherent in the 19th ce~tury of 
progress with its vision of the Kingdom of Gcx:l on earth. 

l.:.arlr..ham spent raany hours in fellov;ship v.-i th social preachers 

of various denominations, and spoke t.o their congregations on numerous 

occasions. All such contacts proved to be of great inspiration to the 

pastors. The 1{everend lYilliam L • .Stidger, pastor of the Copley 1Eeth-

odist Episcopal Church of Boston, is an outstanding e:xample of one 

• • • • • 

1. Forner, p. 36L!. 
2. G •. l~rnest -,·/right, nThe ';iorld Council of Churches and Biblical 

Interpretationtt, Interpretation, III, (January, l9L!.9) 
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upon Trhom Markham :made deep and lasting L"1pressions. On the occasion 

of Niarkham 1 s seventy-fifth aP..niversar-y- Stidger asked Markham if he had 

a message for ministers. JV[arkhcun 1 s reply, in p2.rt, was: 

Tell them for me that they are engaged in the greatest occupation 
on earth- the business of carry~ng the message of the Comrade 
Christ to h'u.manity. I ·would rather be a door-keeper in the house 
of the Lord than to dwell in the tents of the mighty. 

I~arkham 1 s general ini'luenc e upon t..~e lai t3r has also been felt, 

because he spoke to the masses. FranJdin N. Lapham called IvlarJ:r,.hcJ.m the 

11 Average Christian 1 s Poet 11 , because he gave practical poetical inter-

pretations of the Christian life. B. o. Flower said just before the 

First World ·:var that Markham was the "reflector of the mighty spir-

itual lmdercurrent of our age. He represents the nevr conscience and 

the broadening spiritual ideals of our wonderful age. 11 2 

That i'icarkhc"m 1 s influence upon Aruerican Christendom was not 

sweeping an:l. general to the extent of starting a 11 social revival 11 can-

not be questioned. To fairly analyze the rea.sons for the rejection of 

his message by many churches, especially evangelical churches, is be-

yond the limits of this study. Y.ne section in chapter II on the eval-

nation of Earkham 1 s Biblical interpretation suggests one basis Yrhich 

:may have motivated such rejection. 'I'he fa.ct remains that l'<~arkham 

fanned the flcunes of a young social movement, and also won many con-

verts, within the churches, to his philosophy. 

D • Sll.rn..mary 

This chapter :b.as dealt -rrith the tremendous impression whicb. 

Earkham :rrade upon t·rrentieth-century America. At the turn of the cen-

. . . . . 
1. Filed at L!arkham Library, ·,~agner College 
2. B.O. Flovrer: l-'rogressive Men, YJomen and l!iovements of the Past 

25 Years, p. 225 
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tury, ·t,he knel'ican nation -vras ripe for a bold protest in refined clas-

sic tone against the rapidly intensifylng oppression of the poor mass-

es by the wealthy few. Taxes and monopolies drained the poor and 6ed 

the rich. 1-\..merica 1-v-as veritably inviting the c.o,ste system; actualJ.y, 

such a. system v;as already in existence. The appearance of lLarkham on 

the scene i1t such a time as this could not take place vfithout notice. 

He was the pioneer to e:h.'}Jress in verse the senti.ments of the masses. 

Deep and lasting impressions 'liere inevitable. 

l:C.rld1am 1 s significant influence extended over three realms 

of thought: the social, litera.ry and religious. In k.merican society, 

11arkham caused a great av;rakening, rC!,llying the poor masses to a common 

front, and shootint; 11 sharp-pointed arrovJS that penetrated the joints of 

the selfish armor of men. 11 His poems and articles were published 

throughout .America and even the world, and inspired na nevr dispensa-

tion for industry11
• 

Earld1am also became the leader of the new poetic movement, 

1YP; ch took up the -song of labor and used common human life as the sub-

ject for verse. Not only 1Yas he the leader, bp:t the teacher aP.d in-

spirer of such ·writing. So great was his poetic influence that he 

v-.ras accla:iJned by some as the dean of the vmrld 1 s poets and the fore-

most nru.11e in poetr;y- since Telli'1yson and Brmvning • 

. Akin to :V;Iarkham 1 s influence upon social thought vms the im-

pression he made in the religious circles of America. That impresp--

sion vras made not with his deeply spiritual verse, but vdth his social 

prose and poetry. The churchmen who warmly received his message were 

of the school of Idealists which had arisen in the nineteenth century. 

'ro them, l-~arkha.m l'ras a prophet. His verse was used often for sermon 

suggestions; many times he himself was the speaker. He has been one 

. . . . . 



-87-

of this centur-J 1S main inspirers of the Social Gospel of the King

dom on Earth. 

Such has been the response to a message from a new poet who 

stressed the social obligations of men. TJ:o.2.t there should be negative 

rec>.ctions vr2,s inevitable. The wealthy minority still claimed their 

right to earned Yreal th; the classic poets held firm to tr2.di tional 

subjects for verse; and many elements within the churches guarded vd.th 

increased fervor their religious convictions involving predominantly 

Biblical interpretation. 



c:F-IAPTEB V 

GENERAL SU1!li.UIRY AHD CONCLUSIONS 



CHA.PTER. .V 

G11'NE.u."i.AL SU1!lli!J\RY AND CONCLUSIONS 

The purpose of this thesis h..as been to examine Fd:wirt J,,fark

b.am's philosophy of life. The desire 1w.s felt to discover the motives 

which iu~pelled this bard to such a rigorous proclamation and defence 

of the Social Message, and to learn -vmat fundamental religious be

liefs are basic to such a social emphasis. 

Chapter I ·was devoted to the introductory task of describing 

the pl1ases of t&1.rldmm 1s early life vt.nich led to a distinct idealistic

prag;ma tic philosophy of later years. Mar:VJlam 1 s home life was truly 

character-building. From his parents, especially his mother, be de~ 

rived a fear of God and :knowledge of the Bible t:b..rough frequent church 

attendance and a daily frunily altar. Circmnstances about the home al

so molded his frame :of mL""1d, for in poverty he learned tJ::e patience of 

toil, and on the hills as shepherd or rancher he sensed the nearness 

of the Infinite One. There Y:rere the educational influences:: from the 

unforgettable Harr-.r G. Hill and Sa..."'TI.uel D. Hoods he was encouraged to 

a mystic outlook, a restored co:nfidence in ma..YJ., a.'1d a love for poetry 

and books. Concerning books, Channing's works vrere among his first 

p:Hze possessions, but the Book of books, the Bible, was his origin

al close companion. Mar:VJ:J.am 1 s deepest religious eA.-perience came in 

his youth at the time of his conversion, when he realizec. a definite 

union with Christ. From that day, Jesus i'.ra.S the object of his atten;;... 

tion, upon ·whose life and teachings he based his entire social message 

of later years • 

An analysis of lilarkham 1s religious beliefs as revealed by his 

. . . . . 
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prose and poet~J was the consideration of chapter II. This was follow

ed by an evaluation of his Biblical interpretation in the light of bas

ic rules of interpretation. !Larkham 's God is the Creator who l<.as vlilled 

.a man's end to be blessed. Jesus is the Son of God, but also the Su

preme 1:an, having left the highest example for a Brother·hood I'~ingdom 

by dying to consecrate Truth. He is the Saviour of· society as well as 

of individuals. Lan is the shadovr-form of God, a :form marred by bate 

but restored by Love. Salvation is the equivalent of the Kingdom of 

God "lflithin man and society, realized by deeds that conform vlith the 

principles laid dovm by Jesus. Markham 1 s philosophy oi' inunortali ty is 

Swedenborgian. Life Hereafter is an evolution of the present life, 

but on a higher plane. Comrades of the earthly Kingdom are gradually 

perfected in Heaven, the Ideal Kingdom. All others go to Hell, where 

they continue to sin and reap punisbment for such sin. God's last 

mercy of hell is the dust of Oblivion. 

L su.tr111arizing section in this chapter on the philosophical 

implications of Earkham 's religious beliefs shovred l1Iarkha.J.n to be pri

marily an idealist. _[!._ quotation by 1·:arkham bore testimony to this con

clusion. V1hether N3rkham was strictly Biblical in his various inter

pretations, was the question under study in the last section of the 

chapter. Here it vras shovm that Mc:rkham 1s furthest departure in in

terpretation was from the rule of interpretation according to the gen

eral teacl1.ings of total revelation. The majority of these d-epartures 

concerned the subject of the Kingdom. 

In chapter III the practical or pragmatic phase of 1.0:trkham' s 

philosophy was studied. This was done b:y- an analysis of his social· 

message: its preeminence in his thinking, the factors leading to such 

a philosophy, and. its principles. The social message vras proved to 

. . . . . 
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be the heart of his mission by the frequency of social references, 

by the forceful tone of the references, and by N:arkha;n's mm testimony 

to thB.t preeminence. Jesus 1 parables and the Sermon on the Mount were 

the main sources of J:.Iarkha11 1 s message. William Ellery Channing v;as the 

first -m'iter to interpret for Earkh..am Jesus 1 teacrD.ngs in the light of 

social empl:1asis; cYfedenborgian works made sane later important con

tributions. Perhaps the. greatest factor leading to karlcham 1 s empha

sis on the man-to-man-relationship was his personal participation in 

the hard toils and oppressions of early life, Yihich to him appeare.d 

inconsistent ·with God 1s original plan. The last section of tlns chap

ter summarized the principles of the Comrade ~\ingdom which Mark.ham 

preached, neiilely, the principles of Brotherhood of 1:.:an, Rulership of 

Christ, and Preparation for the Hereafter. 

Karkham 1 s influence upon twentieth century 1'unerican thought 

v1as the consideration of chapter IV. 'l'he causes for such a deep illl

pression Ylere first sho'\'lm. These vrere m?.inly two-fold. 1\t11erica a

round 1900 Yvas ripe for protest, vri th its taxes and monopolies drain

ing the poor and feeding the rich. The poor v:ere nothing more than 

outcasts. Into such an arena came the pioneer ·with the classic 11bat

tle Cl"J11
• x:arkhc:un was the first to sound the :crumpet in bold verse 

against economic and social tradition. For that he was hailed the 

;3ocial Prophet. 

i'Zarkham 1 s influence upon social, literary and religious 

thought was then briefly weighed. In the social vrorlcl he caused a 

great awake11.ing, rallying to the cause of the poor masses, and ex

posj_ng the savage brutality of the wealthy oppressors. It YfaS he 

vrho inspil~ed what -vias termed 11a new dispensation for industr-J." In 

the li tere,r-y world, Earl:J1am became the leader of a new poetic move-

. . . . . 



-91-

ment. This trend veered away from the traditional subjects of verse, 

like love, adventure and fairy-tale, to those of co:rmr.on hum.an life and 

the lot of the e..vera.ge man. Besides being leader in this movement, 

Earkham was its inspirer a11.d teacher. That his acclaim vras great is 

indicated by his being ylaced in tJ::ce category of s11ch men as 'I'enn:<rson 

and Brorming. In the religions world of thought, !larld!.c.m vrc:'.s received 

vii th open c:.rr'ls by the modernist clergy I:Yho fe1t a stronc need for t,he 

1lmerican Christian to become s ensi ti ve to the social obligations of 

neighborly love. To S1J.Ch :rninisters Markham w2.s an inspir2.tion. If 

sermons on the Social Gospel ever received any :iJnpetus, it vra.s y,rhen 

i\'larkhom appeared on the scene. ·ro the 1ay churchman his verse was lL11.

derstand2.ble, reasonable and practical. f.:1arl:eham himself ·would have 

wanted his grec-,test influence to be felt viiti1in the church. But in 

n:any religi01.1s circles he rras fighting a losj_ng battle: losint: for 

reasons too munerons and cor:rrolex to be fairly analyzed in this study. 

One general c<:mse for his failure •-:c:ts the strong conviction of rome 

churches concernint: Biblical interpret2.tion. A ba.sis for rejection 

of his philosophy as concerns Biblical interpretation was suggested 

in chapter II. 

B. Conclusions 

In light of the fact th2.t God vrilled t}:1.at man 1 s destiny be a 

blessed end, and that man is the shadow-form of God, the state of com

petitive society today presents an inconsistency. In IKarkham 1s estim

ation, ttd.s inconsistency can be corrected onl;.r b~r rran 1 s no lonc:er h2.t.

ing his neighbor, but J.oving him a.s hiTnself. The gree.t 11world-purpose 11 

is tLe 11 vast inbrothering of J:la.n.n In other Tmrds, there still resides 

T.rith5.n sinful :c.c.n the seed of power to £()_~~-:_ect things hiEself. 'I'o Ja.rl<:

hen there rr.ust be 2. stands.rd b~r which man so corrects things; and this 
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standard was set by the lofty life and teachings of Jesus. By liv-

ing like Eirn, in Truth and Love, each man contributes to this 11vast 

inbrotheringll and so hastens the fulfillment of the Comrade Kingdom. 

l:arkham.' s arg1.unent is clearly logical, but L"Yl being such, it 

has avoided the inviolable judgment laid ciorm by God anc.i recorded in 

Scripture: 11the soul that sim1eth it shall die. 111 If hlarkham ha.d 

accepted that fact, he would have seen that there is no seed of life 

and por;er left in man of himsE:1lf to restore felloYiSD.ip vdth God, 

·which fellowshi;p was broken by sin itseli·. J\\.oreover the death-judg-

ment of the soul need not be a fatalistic philosophy, for along ·with 

that God-ordained judgm.ent comes the God-proclaimed promise of life 

in Christ Jesus. Here, God does not turn back on Bis Word: death 

still is the penalty for men 1 s sins, but Christ is the one -vmo dies 

for all. Hrarkham 1s philosoph;>·- denies the ex_piatory death of Christ, 

for he fails to appreciate its absolute necessity. 

~~arkham 1 s Brotherhood 1; f'e is the vv-ay of entering the King-

dom.. Total revelation of Scripture clearly shov;s that brotherhood 

is a 1\'B.Y of li v~ng in the Kingdom. Again, lc.!arkha..-·u 1 s idealistic phil
~ 

osophy as opposed to the realistic, leads him astray. l'iar}dJ.a.m can 

see vdth hopeful vision an Ideal Kingdom coming to pass on earth 

eventually, by the 1m.animi ty of men 1 s ef'fo:cts to make such a Y,j_ng

dom. But i::icripture re2.listically aclmowledges that even in regen-

erate man there is sin, and that there never -~'rill be the Ideal King-

dom, until all_ Christians are resurrected Yiith nevf bodies, 2.nd tbc:re 

is a nevr heaven and a nffiv earth. 

The possible over-emphas~s of various aspects of liarkham 1 s 

• • • • • 

1. Ezekiel 18:4 
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social message bave been pointed out in this study. At the same 

time, the works of :Larkham h.:=tve given rich suggestions, especially 

those from ·which portions TTere quoted in chapter II. The fervor 1'Iith 

which Markr.J.B.m lived and. ;:rote his convictions puts one to sha1ne. He 

held out his hand to everyone: Jem or Gentile, SII!2.ll or great. He 

is a challenge to everyone ':rho preaches individual regeneration by 

grace through faith, to demonstrate that faith by good vmrks. 
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