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nrTRODUCTICN 

A. The Renrival qf Interest in R.ti~ligigus Edu011-tio:n. 

of tereet in l'tJligioua ed:uo~:t1;ion 

will riC§ll.n ·cnu.rch Hc~tory a~l #i.n out-

a tanding ri io of t~entieth century Protest-

that Prot~stantiam 

tely l':':?linquiahed. its teaching tniaeion 

Sta ta. The ri rule hr~:rring re-

in America, compl~tely rul6d out rali io 

eduoationJ 

But tide turned. As sound as r~at 

rioan Protestants consider the policy of 

tio:n of ohuroh ;md state in the field of eauca.tion. 

nevertheless it is ized that there are 

certr"'in rt".t.nt values fl\i'b oh a •re 1 i gion-le es" 

s ie to neglect. Unde 

, is vo d, iS 8':~ ing to fill 

11.1'6 on a of 

r 1 ous 1 '\§:fill just 'J.S anti-

d~lly 1 ta tl cul:ar field a a ie 

secula.l' l rcrc it fi~ld. 
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Nothing could 

revival of the taaohing movement within Protest-

~nt branch of Christendom, for after Jesus 

the practices 

to continue this ad:uoa-

t1ona.l is. Only a start 

fu :r'~ holds l1m1 tlese poesi. 

in. educ~a.tic"n. " l 

i ties for the church 

C. Er~~J:ha,sia Gi"ven to Eduoa,ticn by th~ Founder gf 
Prg ta stan ti sm, 

eo it is fitting that 

Luther 

tefl.Oher-preacher, or perhaps be is better dasor 

as a teaching pre&oher. Elo~ent and stirring a~ha 

was in the pulpit, Luther was at home in the school-

room. He recognized. 

p:l.stor• s necesa:1.ry acni:p&nion. In the advancement of 

the school ~s the oonat~nt band-

1 , tht~n th and th:;; church is 

secure. Let us te1:t.ohera! 

If there no school Vi') 

1. Arlo Avras 
cant, Tin:;ea. 

~'tn.. H 
N • y., 

• in 



to 

eohoola. God. ha.e pree-erved 

schools; they a.r~ 1 ts oonel8rv~tories ••• In the ty 

ter much the same reapons1bil1 ty 

~• tbe minister. stratea, 

world. I not a 

it~ no :profession em e~rth I would aooner follow 

of echoe IJ l 

The above 1a charaotsr1st1o or 
to eduoa.t5 on. 

to soar 

reserves for the schoolm:~ster hi~ 

opinion thr:t-t on the 

last ®y an honest ter will be more ho 

than all the IJOpes, .. a Luther said in oonvereation 

one day. On another occasion he painted out: 

"Rould preaohere. lawyers and pbysioiana co~ from if 

the liberal. arts were not taught? 

sufficiently remunera.te the industrious, pious 

teacher -thAt f'ai thfully educa.tes Children .. n 
3 

At a.r1o the:r time in a. p~rson~l letter to 

Hese~ the Humanist, in 15337 Luther pronounced his 

opinion th~t education ia the nece~sary a.ooompa.niment 

of tl1eology. And hi place Luther 

1. Conversat OY T.-UthS:r l B 

Luthel'" 7 edited by serve ' P. 
1 r 1 N.Y. 1915. 

a. 1a. 
3. F. V.N'.Pa.inter,lUstory cf 
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·aooorded theology w~ a.ppreciate hie tribute to 

ae6ur1ng Heas that be by no school a 

the pursuit of' or to return the 

in the future 

pure theology, I &m: persuaded, will 

un~hle to flourish, as in the 

it 

11 ta 

of Chri 

educ~t1cn as unneoesea.ry, it ie oonsol1ng to 

how the r of P:tote tiam felt when he 

to 

other duties, there is no office I would rather 

a school teacher; for I that 

ng 

est bestr I do not know ah of the two 

is pre:ferred. For it is·di cult to make old 

old rogues pious, yet that is what 

t in vain; but 

let it be one of the virtues on earth 

1. "Luther' e C'JOrl'ifH':J:P(''ndence and 
trans. ed. 

c .• Jaoo'bs .. Ph • , 1918. 
a. nter .. FJist.of EdtHl., !l. Y. 1903. 
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:re rs, that to Luther 

Indeed, 

Lu. raoo 

ni a.uthori tie a aet 

s on his contTibution .to the of 

, yet all hie contribution W!!l.S least 

ncte~orthy. Pr~ct cally ~11 t~xtbooke on history 

cf ~ducati~n include mention of the Great Reformer 

produced 

iob still s 

English alas o on this particular of Luther's 

re, in view of Luther's ovm hi 

n, h1 11 t or interest in 

i it is not 

subject of 

o?l.tor". In is 

tion to hie own 

rt to afle 

of eduoa ticm 

cdue!3, tion:'tl pilyoholcgy pbiloaopb.y, so 

field of educational thflo:ry and practice. 

In all t hi a we shall ':i void eulogy. To study Lu th-

er as the friend f educa-tion, so 

that we may profit thereby, shall be our a.im. 

• G:re;;<t t men ne 

l. A.C.KcGi 
N.y. I 1910. 

not that ~e praise the•; we need 

., l 
" 



!. LUTHER'S EDUCATIONAL EACKGROUWD. 

"f. ntro:;1tHJtion. 

To Luther merely reflected the 

idtHts wbtch were ah~i.mploned fore ~nd during hie 

life, J'Uld to properly estim&,te the !'l.dvanoe tha.t Lutb.er 

ovar the contempor~ry educational praotioea 

through which pa8sed, 1t is necessary to pause 

review briefly the salient features of the education

al systems existing during the latter part of the 

fifteenth century, during wh:l.oh yea.rs young Luther 

was getting his elemt~nta.ry schooling. It ~ac will 

be helpful to discover just wh;~t reaction Luther 

himself to the eduo~tional system in ch he 

was schooled• t~.nd to note how these reactions influ

enced bis later interest· in educational reform. These 

are the points that will first be considered before 

di soussing the specific contributions of Luther to 

fi of eduo!i.tion. They will form a. b&okground 

by icb \'fie oan se the latter. 

P,.. EduO'i.t1onal Theory fi.nd Praqtiae abgut 1500 A. D. 

l:,.. The fit,:J.gnation of Med1a.ev!!.lis~ .. -

Taken ae a the cational theories and 

·pra.ctioea of were tha sa.n1e in the few decades 

prior to 1500 A.D. as tb been throu t the 

oenturie.:.'i of the rr,edi~va.l period. Whatever else 
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might 

all that stagnation was an outstanding feature. 

Genera-tion after generation paaa~d thout any di.s

tinot contribution being :made to the advancement of 

ed:uoa tional 

the words •as a whole" are important for there 

were aucb men as Vittorino cf the court aobool at 

hori~on. A 

but the 

of aduoation by stepping sely in the 

foot or their e ~nd ste~dfastly 

refus1 to ~ny deviation fron< the ed:ucationa.l 

pathwa:y as it ht~d been lnarkad out for them • 

• Carlos tyn 1 ~eseribes this med1 

ata.gna.noy: "The night of 1gnol'1.UHl&;Whioh b.!Ui spread 

like a over Euro;t:;t6 upon tbe oonqueu-.t of Rome 

th~ barbarous lagions of Attila the oonaequent 

exting~iahment of the laet lingering ray of Ro~~n 

lea.:rn1ng a.nd civility, continued to deepen during the 

Middle Ages. enlightened only by the twinkling stare 

of 1=;r1setly intelligence which shone frcm a. few iso-

lated monasteries, w::te broken only a. few score 

years J,orevious to the Refcrma.tion by the rising sun 

of ioh than began to redden broaden 

u the intel.leotua.l horizon." 

l. n Luther, N.Y. , 1868. 



e 
i· Chureb-Centered EducatiQn 1 

being , 

e of li , was te-

ly by the everything waa ignored 

did nc'l t contribute di reotly to glory of tht~ 

Chureb. 

to bro 

for 

live in. • 1 

The 

Hun,~1 

should exist 

et!i!.te, 

• then, 

to fy the 

d cf educ~:~.ticn lr:y 

it reore to 

of i Certainly 

n:aal. It for 

for one type 

world to oome, not tor the to 

-~ n~lly came · in Italy 

tcok some time for Ge:rt':11~:ny by the 

1. P. Cu st.of o.' :. y. 



irit, net till after the sixteenth 

influence 

• of comU tiona 

of M~rt1n 

. .. . . 
of the church ich 

of the in to 

the depths of oline. The 

th pretension 

dn tbe chairs of tiaa, 

but it had oasified in 

. 
J 

wri La. tin; 

church histori;,;ms, i.nati , the 

Greek s of 

most 

1. Gustav Freyt~g,Dootor Luther, s.G.C.L.Reimer, 
Phil a. , 1916 



At 

his let in the vil 

tion wa.a not ~ highly 

Elem.en tary 

of' 

had nnt y~t arrived on 

l'iSO the 

P;a.ge 10 

M~rtin Luther was learning 

school at Uansfeld, edua;~.

V@lope4 science in r~rmany. 

scene. Consequently lower 

a sorry tima trying to cram 

a ru.dimants of knowledge into their be11fild.ered 

tob of a few of' the v.s,rious typ-es of 

eohoole and ou oula 

of elelllSnta.ry education in that 0 

fl• Hgn~st ic Sohogl,s. 

•Urld.er~ the impulse of asoeti 

f'lo\lri shed and a.s long as uncorrupted, nrona,atartes were 

asylums of the o.ppressed, missionary stations for the 

conversion of the heathen, reposi tortes of 

ing. • l 

la 

to 

of 

eetii.blishment of regular 

s ••••• The course 1n these 

e.ften 1:cu~ted eight or ten 

l • F .. V. ~r. 1 , tu th er c n • , Ph • • 
2. F.P.Gra:vee, .A Student•a Hist.of ~duc.jN.Y. 19~6 
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of 

pupils 

oted 

the ~ :~~ they cleverly eots 

1 theology. 

the s. One 

na 

loom e a.l 90 • In fact i-

f study. 1 

of ty. Boye ty and 

t:~tin school there 

they c 1 

• 

*"In 

school could that 

l. of .. F. v. . ,Luther on Edue. #c Pbila. 1889. 



joyless ~as of the people. Conaequently the 

desire to beooma in the souls 

of the people. lads journeyed 

:from the remotest vuleys into the unknown world 

bi 

thither 

of 

there was a Latin eohool near a 

o o.r in eh of a larga town, 

1ldren of the people wended tbair 

st au and d.spri v~,tions., 

tbe troublesome wa:nder-

the street ~d by the uncertainty of their 

11 vee i.n the ni ty of the echool. The founders, 1l11ho 

the school or ths ct tlzens 'f tbs towns • 

houses 

0 

t1mes 11 but their subaistenoe they h"td to 
1 for the part begg;ing. 11 

c. Burgher Sohpola. 

As a re'i.ction a.g"linet the atriotly eoolesiaatioal 

sobool s, espeo1ally in the industri,'il a.nd comme:rci&l 

ctu:.tEU"SI w11sre the ahuroh was unable to b.r~ve free 

reir:)l. there ,a.roee Bu1·gher c:r. Tomt aohoo,ls. Theae were 

under the sups rn of the trade ¢gu1lde usually, 

and though :at first they ffered little from the 

l. Ouetav Frey ctor tu , 
~ Ph illil.. 1~;15. 
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aurrim.Hum and introduced the vernacular instead 

of adhering wholly to Latin. 

4, Qurrigulum in tbe &;war School a,_ 

The curr! i the youth of the fifteenth 

cen tu.r:y ~as cted study is rather astonishing 

tf8 it with tieth century ide~s ae to 

a cur:ri -ought to • 

Latin wau. used &1 tog ther, and no m.a.tter \~!!hat the 

vernacular$ every child received his education in this 

irtiported tongue (rd. th the exoeJ:ticn or certain burgher 

a chool s ob al8o lnolud.ad the vernacu.l''tl').. The subjects 

taught were the aeven liber$1.1 2.rts ch had been 

inherited from ~tiqui.ty: first, the 1a.·1viprA of 

grammar, :rb~tor1c and dia.leotio,. and then the 

g,y§drt,v1y.m of music, thmetic,.geom try and 

astronomy. 

Ae has been suggested~ the curriculum was church-

centered ... and .1 t ia 1ll\.Utl1nat1ng to obaerve the 

ia.eY~:tl eduo'1.tcr related hie curriculum the 

church.. e' czhr,ment on t'he .QY:adr! v2.um 

w~.te cl1ar&.otar1st1o: "Ari tic is h~'.·t,ortant beoa:use 

eo enoou 

e; the Sorip

S):te&.k of 

try is next be~use in 

Scripture nocur circles of ~11 kinds in the building 

cf the ark Solo~on•s • Yusie astronomy 

are reQ;.!rad. in oonnectic:n th di1tine service, which 

cannot be celebrated th dignity and decency tbcut 



c, not' fixed e.n 

a.etronomy .. • 1 

youtb 

quality 

r li , it 

instruction 

14 

tbou't 

CIJ.:rri oulum to p:re

end.urable if 

thougllt and raaearcb were oom-

pletaly throttled. Anythi than Ari.s-

totle was regarded as cla.ngeroue.. Education aimed. to 

store tbe ~Jemory rather th~n develop the mind and 

judgement. Complete vity was demanded of the 

student&, and. to differ with ths 

on the 

not mentioned sun-spots. 

One 

: "In 

often 

ilO 

noun o:r 

wrote in l 
3 : "When I turn 

I ha.ve 

the wall~ I did 

I ~~s t~ugbt in such · 

I could decline 

.. 

to tha 

l. of. F. '\r o • ~'~r .. Lutbtsr on Educ. Db 11ft. 
2.. • Geo Fi Jl'Luther' ~ VieS'ls 

Seho s and EQ.uo. 11 'Mod. ..of Lang .. 
1898_. London .. 

3. of. Ibid. 

Influence on 
Lit.Vol I, 



1.5 

th the of the eonoola in my youth, 

of education tben 

t r little ones au 11 ttle 

i.natruction did 

'"'u"""" his ~Oth year 

lit L·~ ti:n ~l!.nd 

th 

return! 

etuf:f 

a one 

l1atin was 11 1n 

.a worn out 

And ~fte:r the· 

scho they were sent out to wh~m they 

gathered ~ little store in th~ S?il'Sa.t of' the1:r brow by 

singing in r~L:ln and they were foro&d 

to it nthe Bs.ccha.nti• sat 

at e~ae" Wt:tS left the bovs 

t 11 their "' to starve . ft .... 

tting 

oru.sl •In eduaa.titg 

not 

r tb 

touch 1 t 1 tly 

th tlaneee." 



Page 18 

9 Hegius• 
1 Luther 

after the one 

Luther 

" 

is done by 

forward looking educators. Gar~ra 

GrootEl their of 

ot 1 

1, C-.1 v1n, Loyola, 

i:n to· Lutb~:r 

s. The Dawn gf WJDin1sm, 

During the l~ ttlr t of the fifteenth aentuey 

~rm~ny•s educational 

l. 
3. 

3. Ibid. 
4 .. Ibid. 

ing 

The Renaiss~oe~ born in Italy, carried to 

transferred to Germ~y, elo~ly but surely 
le of states. 

Ed.uc. , London~~ 19 
Ren~issance> N.Y. 19 



1?. 

no 

In 

opinions as to the vir-

theories cf 

am .. 

of , 
only it w l 

• 

of 

it 

e cf 

it t th 
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Pace as 
T.revonius had the urd.Q.Ue cuetoa of al•a.:re takiBg off 

his bat in tile ola.aarooa out of 4eferenoe to all tbe 

pea.t staw•e.na., ol&r~J!dn ud scbolan of the tutare 

the.t eat before kim. 1 

4. Ooll.fge Datt at ErtJn:t. 
In 1501 when he was 18 .,ears of age_, lfa.rttn entered 

the University a.t ltrtu.rt, s1tua.w4 in the Ge:rmall prortlloe 

of Saxony. Pbotop>apbs of the University as it looks to

U.y reveal. a f1rm1y built stone edif1oe Ylhich stands 

staunchly ctefytng the elements. And just as stwnohl7 

did Erfurt maintain 1 ts place as lead.er aaoug the univer

sities of Oe:rmaay at the opening of the 16th century. 

Learning wa.a at 1 ts height in this school and it nmked 

high 1a educational circlee '4t the time youthful Luther 

ma.tricula.ted. 

<a> Jtws;pism at .Erfu!t~ Hwantem held the fort 

a.t Erfu.rt. Iatereet oeatere4 in the anoiat cla.asioe, 

and the La.tin aad. Greek wrltere were regarded with eewu. 

the uni vere1 ty • a whole poll 07 of educa tton waa PJ."OI!'8a

etve. aad tbe lw.~~t&Distio influence was apparent in 

both f'a.oul ty and cu:rriculum. 

Luther' a life aust h&•e been 1nfiuenoed by thtJ 

l1beral1Z1ng atmoephere that encircled his at 'kfurt. 

!he faoul t)' wae taa.d.e up of an able and bro&4111nc:bl4 group 

of profeseore • .a..ong •Luther 'a 1nst:ruetors at Brturt were 

Jodoc:11a Tru.ttvett&r. •hoaf' death Luther a.fte~4s a.couaed 

himself of ha.st~nlnF: by his rebellion against 'the dia-

l. A.O.HcG1ffert,M.tutber. tbe man and bis work. I.Y.l910 



oomtiture of the curriculum of the aohoola; J'e!'OI18 ••r. 

who eq>lat.nect the poetioa of Renobl1ai Oerud. &O.r, 

an A11gturtla1aa monk Who afterwards beca• a eoave~rt to 

the teaa..ata of the lletoma.tica 1atroduc1Dg ~ t into hie 

coaveat; Bartholo_, Vstnger, who ngoroualy opposed the 

ne~ dootriae; Jobn OroveBateta. who lowlly proteatflld. 

agaiaat tile executior.a of John Haas, aad npr4e4 the 

eurs:te of Bethleea as a aartyr; aa4 John BGp:wi, eo 
reairted thronpou.t 11te sealcuely a.ttaoh84 to his 

pupil.• 1 

l'o raaD could paea under the tutelage of auoh a 

4t:l"era1fted group without hanna fresh tra.t:a:s of thought 

p~YOked. aa4 a new a.ppreo1at1on ot the nrtue of liberal 

aiaded.D.eee. 

The part:tcular aohool of philoeepby ClU"rent at 

Erturt wa$ that of 1'1111a of Occam ( ?-1349). Oooe had 

be~n one ot the ltll&t ®!end.ere ot loa1na.l1B 1Vh1oh prior 

to h1• had never received •ao vigorously loeical treat

.ent .. • 3 The lfomta&llate advance4 the pb1loeophJ' that 

oDl,- 1nd1Vidu&l ob3eots bave real elt1etenoe, and that 

uni111treala are nothing but "namea• {Latta. 'nom1aa• .heaae 

JJomtnalia). !he• aaaea were considered. aa .o 111ch 

breaiih. fli thout 1nd.loat1ng any real 14eatt ty in the 

obJeote ._.rtng 1D tbe 1d.snt1cal ~~~. !, 

"Luther w.a a.ttraeted to Jromtaalt• becauee tt 

taught t~t &a mbjeote CaD onl7 be kaca 1ncU.v14uall7 • 

all oU.r truths aet be reaitted to the doaaia of fa.ith.• 

1. W.Oarlos lla.rtya,Life aad Times of H. Lufter. V.Y.1886 
2. Intena.tional. ED.CJ'Cloped1a.,. •oooe,YI1ll1aJB of, • 

a. Ibid• •tJoa1ll&liaa11 • 

4. JleaJ'Y Eyater Jacoln1, krtla Lu.tb.er, 1. Y. 1898 
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!hie expld&tle:n of Luther's part1.&11tr to•arcl Occam aa--bau4 

on *fa.itll8 eeems to be rather tar•fetohe4, but the fact 

does readn that ~MJ a atu.4ant the tes.obinga of Occo ha4 a 

&peloiel. appeal to Luther. 

Later are Luther entered. into his worlt aa reformer 

Occeiat teachings colored hie 4ecta1on of many 

problema. Luther• e bigh regard for tbe unique place 

aecula.r governaent hol4s ac distinct a.acl unaubsenie1lt 

to clerical govemmeat was infiuenoed probably by 

Occu• e contention that secular power h&a tlle pri nlep 

to remedy a.buaea in a4min1atra.tion of public worship. 

aD4 it ha.a the right to d!al.*ega.rd ttJ:i tt$11 la\11 under ceJ:

tain ctrew~atuoe·a. 1 

!foreover Luther•a iua1atenoe that the support of 

achoole ie a. state re~neibility, rather tban a bur48D 

devolvillg '~~holly oa the obu:rch. JM.Y be tra.oed to the 

Oooaatat belief that the oare ot tbe poor ia a taak of 

secular. oowmDal &114 tertitorial administration, rather 
2 than a churchly duty •. 

An effort w 'flake oerkin of Luther' a later pro

posals dertva.t1ve fro• hi conneotion with the Oocam13ts 

at IJ>turt •ill not f1ad univereal fa.11'or. ht no BaD 

drops from heaven witb hie ideas and rtotione :reacty made. 

The education and experinee through llf:hich a •~ pa.eaee 

have everytbing to do in the formation of bi8 final 

position on ~7 qpestion. Oonse~ently we o.a expect to 

f1n4 in Luther'e phtloeop1lf cf religion a:Ad eduea.tioD 

l.Beinrich Be&bmer,Luther ia Light of Recent Rese&roh. 
2. Ibl4~ W.Y. 1916 
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not only oer'ta.in 'houpts froa Oocaa, but also from the 

WaldetUJtuJ. J,.oaba.!'d.s ud Wiol1f1 tee wllo hs.4 proottcte4 him. 

August11i8 W.ao ha.4 a. tl"eullQ.ous 1Dfluenoe over him. 

'lhaa la.ter be was at \Yi ttenbers, Luther freely 

admitted. his connection W1 th Oocaaiata, -.d also P&t4 

tribute to their wid.s iilfluenoe: •'l'be Bominal.a al.'e in the 

uppel* school (university) a. seet to which I oaoe beloap4 

IQ"&elf. They controvert the "Yiewe of the !homiate. tbe 

Soottiata. a.ud ,,. Albertieta. !hey oall them$8lY~hl 

toea.miata. fbia is the newest a.n4 now is the aoat 

powerful cf all eeota, pa.rtioula.rly 1n Parte." 1 

It 1s true that in la.ter lite Luther referred to 

tbe Oocu1ete as •hog theologians•. a. oha.t:"a.cteristic 

tex-m of Luther• e for those w1 tb \41oa be f.Usapee<l; but 

this reversal of sentiment ~tever obli tera.te4 the 

Ocea.mi1Jt influences on hie life. 

<ttl tutl\el' a ~tee ta 'lhl uaa,ur•ttl,' 
When Ln~ber eate~e4 the Uni .. relty he ~ollo~ed the 

wishes of his father and proeeeded to prepare himeelf for 

Law .. · Ambitiously be thnw himself into bU1 etudiee; but 

S<nae- be could DOt seem to gr:::t ntbuet.a'&tlo ner the 

preoedents and teclmtca.li ties of the legal proteatllion. Hia 

udo• for law •aned. in api te of htmaelf. 

"though Erfurt wa• a:towedly Buma.niat1c 11 the preparation 

for law de&dd.ed. ooncentra:ted study ia the liberal. arta of 

schola.atictsa. The di,.leottca and hair-epl1.tt1D~t 41attno

t1ona of tbe mediaev~ achoolmen were given large place. 

1. ll.lliohelet,. Life of Luther (~• wrt tten by himself) 

Lonaoa. 1888 
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It wa.s in this musty atmosphere tha-t Luther waa foJ:ce4 

to spend. most of his college 4ays. 

The ourr1 oulua wh oh Luther passe4 through •bega,a 

with log1o. dialectic, grammar, ehetorio, followed by 

aa.tkema.ties~' various n~tu.ra.l aoiertOEUJ• ethioa aa4 Met.-

phyaioa. 

ca.st o't eoholaet1oia. lledia.eval thought progresaed 

little if any beyond Aristotle.. 1'be natural sciences were 

atu4te4 absolutely wi ~out expe,riaent or criginal reaearoh, 

&D4 in perfeot reliance on Ar1es8tle'e anoint wort.• 1 

In a letter fl"Oll 111 ttenburg, dated. llovember 11, 151?. 2 

Luther re?aals his disgust for sehol&et1o1a by writing: 

•For what a.r~ thou eohoolmen of 7011ra except critice,. 

Arietarohuses (p:roverbia.lly severe critioa) and duaib 

Momuses (god of faul t-fin4ing) .. • 
Ot theae scholastic puraui ts. Luther seems to have 

he.d a great regard for logic, e-apeoially for its &14 1n 

mastering ether studies. ntog1o.• he said. •teadbes 

clear 1r0rde. It dcea not g1 ve t be abil! ty to teaoh oon

cerniBg sll sub3ecta, but is only an inatmment enabling one 

to tea.oh co neatly, and in proper order, what h&a already 

been ltt11l.'ne4. It ena.bles one to give a. rouu4, short, 

atratght-to .... tbe-point def1ni t1on, a;nd ia highly necessary 

tor ue 1n the eobools, courts and churches.• 3 

However. the student Luther ~ed to steal a little 

time from the aoholaatioa and get into the hUJ~a'Dist1o 

discussions that were constantly j01ag on among tae atudsnts 

1. P. S.ith,Life a.ad. Letters of 11. Lutber, li.Y. 1911 
a. Lettel' from Luther to John Laug at Er:furt. 
3. Benry Iyster Ja90ba, lla.r-t~n Luther, H. Y. 1898 



Parse ss. 
aDd pl'Cfeeaors. Be spent much tiae readiDg the L&tia 

auth~'u·• of whom Cioel"O was hie fa.vot:i'te, ad he newr lost 

his adaira.t1cn fq:a for this Rcrmaa whom he prated: •otcero 

fa.r exoelled Aristotle in philosophy and. 'teacblDC· the 

'Offioia.• a.re better than the 11!thica.1 • Alld al thougll 

Ct.ooro lived in great oa.re, and had upen hla great burdeaa, 

la.bOl"a, and paiae in the govenuat, ret he ~ far above 
1 Aristotle who had money, wealth and. easy daye.• 

1e). LletlU!t 1rtAsJ.I )hs BfQle, 

fo oa1t mention of Luther'e 4iecovery of the 'Bible 

1rhile at the Uni vere1 tJ of Erturt, would be to om1 t a V1 tal 

1nc148Jlt in the educational dewlopment of the Refomer. It 

was dbe to Luther's discowry of the Scri:ptu.l'ea. h1a re

liance on 1 t• truth, and his 1neiatenoe on hie rtsht to 

hia own 1n41v1d~ inteJ1):ret&tioJl of tN~ that led Luther 

to bze&k with Romard.sm. We are 1nteJ>tUtt in Luther a.a u 

eduoa:ter, aot a.e a :rel1,s1ous retol'fler. hu.t a the di&CCY~I'J 

of 'the Bible s.nd tha eubaequent enlightenment a..a to 1 ta 

teachings e,re cloeely related to bis interest in ecluca.tion. 

Without go'ng into tbe :ra.iricationa of the develoP

ment of Luther• a theology, let ua recall merely tha.t b1e 

oontent1ou 'fa& that aa:rt was •saved by fa.:1 th•, -.1:14 that tc 

be tbua saved ~11 tntermedia.r, agencies 'Witre 'WU'l&oeeaa.ry 

a.a a. meana of a.:pproa.ohiDg Cod. By ta.1 th, and only by fa.t th 

the intti. v14ual could eatabllah direct oou,1Zft.U11on with Deity. 

Oraated then that faith ia aeoeeeary for e&iva.tion. 

and, f'or C011D!f.tn1on wi tb Cod. Luther realized that only 

1. lt.Kioh{lllet:, Lite cf Luther (as written by himaelf) 

London 1888 
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tln'ough aa int1me.w ad fiJ:sthan4 bowleqe of the ·Bible 

can men a.rrive at a complete t.md.el'etanding of theee 

pr1nolples. !bus it was impera.ti w tha.t every man~ 11101'1U, 

e.n<l ®114 be a.ble to rea.d and be educated i.8- u to :read the 

Scriptures intelligently and interpret them correctly. !bus 

the rela.t1oneh:tp b$ttteen Luthe:.r 1 ts finding of the Bible, and 

his zeal for the fuluoa.tion of the •aees. 

'Jere 1e not clear agre~nt between aathore ae to 

whether Luther fi:rfit laid. his bands on a. Bible 1ft the 

tfa1ver3ity of Erturt, or flhetber it wa.s in the library of 

the Erfurt Auguet1ni!m monastery. Howe-ver, Luther •• 

a.ccu4ttome4 to b2rowee arotm4 in both places .-ad it sa-y h&Ye 

been either one. 

Up to this time. 1f' we a2'e to be-lieve Lutur•e on 

etatement, he had seen the Scri:p\uHa o.Bly iu chura form

lae. Fin41ng a copy of the Bible in one volUI&e made a\ 

deep 1mp%0asion, Opening the book hie ey•s tell on th~t story 

of Hannah and Samae~. and be read •ttb such keen inter-

eat tea~ he is •ocredite4 •t&h the excl&m&tion: •o Oc4. 

could I h&YJ.t one of the:ee books, I would ask no other 

worl4ly t:na.aure. • 

The fut tha.t Lutbe:r lfae 20 years old before ••etng 

& oomplete edt tiont.f the Bible is of educa tior~l as all 

a.a religions importanoe .. The: fact tha.t the Bible wae 

aealuded troa the oor~mon people re:flect~~J the do'llination 

which ecoleuats.at1c188 held over the intellectual. oul ture 

ot the :maasea. 

Certain mo4en author• der17 that the Bible •• kept 

in taola.tio n. They aoott a.t the idea. that wther could .,_.... 
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ha..ve 'been 29 years old be tore eeetng the Bi,ble. !her also 

la.bel a.e highly tmp.,bablp:>the G~rf that Carlstadt, 

-Luther• a, oollepe at Wittenbe!'g. took his Dootor•s degree 

without seeing the Bible~ fRey ea.y tba:t it ia •surpria1ng 

tba. t auch t&les should 11 ve • • 1 

Bowver, we have Luther's own wo:rcls: •I was twenty 

yeazos old before I had e'ftlr seen a Bible.. I had no BOtion 

that there uiateci uy othe:r Bibles or Ep!atlea thaul those 

in the SeJ.Ovice. At lut I ran a.oroaa a Bible in the 

library at Erfu~t.• 2 

Moreover, M. Aud1n aa.ya:•Whill,ErfuJ.Ot Unt'9'8rslty 

Luther's moat pleasant hours were spent in tho libr'a1'7 of 

the Jupst1n11Ul& ••• ,. • The monastery had. purchase4 at 

a large pri~ some Latin Bibles wh1Qb war~ reluctantly 

shown to visi'tora. Luther opened one and. h1a eyea tell 

on the atol'Jfof S..uel •• etc .. • 3 

Condi tiona after QOH years ere rmoh different w1 th 

prini.ting presses turning out Bibles wholeMle. Bore ot 

tbis will be mentioned later, but it DUe't be remembered 

that not tbe le~st of luther'e contributions to *d:u.o.,_ 

tion was his release of tbe Scriptures from its eeolueioa 

aud also fro• 1 ta Latin, which wa.a 1nool!iprahan.ble to the 

(«) Luthe;•s AbilitY as ' S!pdent, 

Luther wacs a good student. •Bte powerful 1ntell>!ot. 

the glow of hi.fi, ima.g1na.tion. a.nd bie Niiarltable meso17, 
. 

soon hava him a eta.rt of all his :fellow aiudenta. Be wu 
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ea:];)&Oi}l.lly gifted in the dead 1111l!W'I8S" in rheto:rlc and 

pcu~ttT; ch~e:rfullt obl18'11lg, SOQiable :t.nd good hearted.~ he 

Wtis beloved hy hie t~s.obere and compa,n1oas .. • 1 Wrow 

ltela.n-chthon: *'The whole un1 versi ty admired his puttua. • 3 

With auoh exalted et:a.taments befo.te na it ie a little 

bUd to l'econc1Qt. the fact tbat on receiving hie B.A. degree 

in lSOa, 1fGU'tin Luther ranked 30th in a Class of S? etudants. 

lfoW'etreJO-,.. he did. better three years later when on reoe1v1ng 

bi s de~ee of lie.sttn· of Arts be stood eecond tn a class of 1?. 

Aocording to cu.stoll hie gr<tdWltion rd.s celebrated wt tb 

auoh a.ploab. There was a. big torch-light parade and much 

fea.et!Dg.. tu:the:r thought nothing brtnga eo web joy in 

life a.e co•s to a new graduate pa.ssi:ng hie examinatioaa 

aeoess.tully. being escorted through the atreete by etu-

4ents th banners, torehea, ~sto. and. being ha1le4 

"hgietfa:r• by the toenspeople. Thc-HMJ nre the 4ars whert 

a a enol '"'r was held itt honer by ~l the wor14. 3 

(e) LptQer's El}trange into, the llon~slertl 

A grsa.t future in the legal fteld was atppcsed to 

lie before Kartin Luther, M.A. Hie f&tber had gladly paid 

al.l his expen•e. epent much money on textbooks, and anti

cipated ld til joy hi& eon 1 e career a.a a la.w,.er. But 11 was 

not to be ao. 

One, night qui w t.utexpeotedly, He.rtin in vi ted his 

college frten4a to Yh&t modernly ~uld be called Q ·~ 

party. Amid the gayety he suileenly aetoUJ14ed them w1 tb the 

1. J.B.Bemenanyder.ihat the World Owes Luther. I.Y. 191?. 
2. Ibid. 
3. ot. A.O.JfcOi:ffert, K.Lutker, the man and., h1s 1'1ort.N.Y.l910 



1n:fcnat1oa that he be4 reaouace4 his lep.l. o:a.rear a.n4 wu 

to enwr ithe Ausra.atiniaa JtOnutery a.t Erturt. His oom

panioae were shocked.. When hi8 father heard of 1 t he 

otjeoteG. $tl"tmUouely. aad moved heaven and earth to dieJwa.de 

his so11. But M:a.:rtiu co\tld not be awirve4.. And on lv.ly 1? • 

1506, at the age of 21 ye&l"G, Lutker preaeate4 himself for 

admieeloa at the Erfurt Auguatiniaa monastery. 

There is much epeoula ~ion aa to whJ' yotUJg Luther took 

auoh an. tmuaual. step. It 1$ CJften au;ppoaed tb.a.t it wae 

a. stuid.en deoi eion t~en in a. momeat of fJ>ight when in a. 

titunder atom. a.a the 'tengu•!n~ ef lightening were lea.p1ns 

a.bcut him, he cried: •Help, dea.r Saint Ana! Ss.ve • DOW 

and I ewa.r I •ill become a. 1\Cnlt .. • ¥aC!1ffert 1 p'lrtly 

explains thie etory by adding that Martin had been under 

eeYere aervoua atr-.in at tbe University due to bard study 

for hie ke~e:r' e d.egtee.. Hi a con$tattt distute for law 

~Y l'ii&ve re~oted badly upon his 8'15tam. IOreove~~ only 

shortly before a. 4ea.r friend of hie had. died violently, 

p~oba.bl.y &sd.81nawd. These thiaga oombined to :rea.ct 

u!'lfa't'Cra.bly 11 and •hen the th\ulder atom :f....,. incident 

ocoure4 it found in young Luther a reaA.y subject for fea.r. 

But to d.iaiaa tlle affair ae a purely nerYOUa :reaction 

doea ~ustice neither to the decision or to the :aatl. We 

kD01f Lu.ther was naturally religious minded.. As a boy be had. 

been trained o&refully by hie j£frenta in their simple way. 

Be haC. le~n.ad.· tbe ca.tedb1sm, the creed., tb.e Lord's prayer. 

Childhood religiou& memories are of the atroagest sort, 
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~nd though a~parently 1nterestad in la#, evidently Lutber 

CO~Jld. :not sJ:uits Off bis inclination towa.rd tbO Church. 

We w;~t be gQa.rd.ad therefore in claiming Lutlter' s eatraaoe 

into tl:le m.on'l.stary as. EJnt1nly due -:..o a. ~dea '~~hill. 

Ceri~in childhood meacriea 'frere 1vtpr1nt~ inc.WliblJ' 

or1 Luther's mind.. file a.£fect of theee 1mpreee1oae on 

Lll.the:r'a decision to enter the Church 1r0uld. ~· a 

profitable peyoholog1oal study.. We baft no time now for 

this pha.ae of the 8Ubject exoe;pt to reoall cs:rta.i.a boyhoo4 

im.preaaiona. 

For inet~ce, the old l'arusf&ld church ha.a oontaifled. 

a p&inte4 ~indow of J•~• ~ith & ste%n tao•~ ~raed with a 

sword# coming to judge the •orld. tikewiae.. Lutber ooulcl 

never forpt a.n I.Utu cloth in the church at l!agc!ebu~l oft 

which pictured ~ &hip r1$1ng te heaYen without a stall• 

lay~ abcuil'd... Again. l1e :rente"wmbe~d seeing a. young noblem&B 

who lta.ti turned. to Sli.ve his soul# stagget'1ag through 

:the street& clothed in coarse ga.ments s.nd carryiag a. hea'fJ" 

pack. 

Such reminiacencea ~lade this rel1gi()lJ.sly e-.s!tive 

1nd.1V1dueJ. morb!dl)f app:rehene1Ye of hiff eoul.. Hie emcUoa 

wu a.upente4 by the gloom that broc4e4 over all westem 

Europe tirt thi a till&. ne plague wu devaet1Dg large ueae; 

new 41.seasea ••:r~ making large im:oa.da; the Tt.trt waa a 

constant menace~ Oh.rtst was repri.t#d aa a st~l"n ~1u.tp; "':u~d 

1 t was tbe common i<l•a. that Cod. could. beet be aened. wt thin 

convent wallla. 

With suoh a backgi'Ound and 1t1 'tb a aatw:e kedl.r staa-



ccptible -to religious 1nflu~~noe Luthtrr fJould not .ret 

away from religion - azul religion in tb.o3e 4a;y$ ne 

chiefly a Jr~&ttel" of saving one' a •eul.. 'fh~ thund•r atom. 

therefore~ was \U'tdoubtedly the. ia-me11a\.e oecasioft of Lutur 

turning monk, but there is •ple psyohologiotll ba.otgroua4 

to believe that the cry to St.. Ana wil.s not merely a 

sudden, blind~ fear-iruJpire4 impul•. but 'WaS tu olimu 

to -. long eequenOti ot meaori~u•, impreaaione. thougli"i. and 

beliefs. La.tet" events t~abow that Luther wae act a.t all 

legally minded; h& wae rel1g1ouely 1nol1ne4, and it 1 t bad. 

theolog J 1 t ~uld have been eometb1ng also. 

In t~ monastery. if we are to believe conoenaua of 

authcn.•eb1p. Luther was not concerned primarily in educa.tioa

alt pursu1ta. His soul 1 8 aa.lvat1on SE!em3 tc~ nave cont1l1.'WJ4 

a.a hie llii-dor intereat~ ad. ma;ny an a.n.xiout~ day ana >nie;h"t 

ie flaid to have ba~in apent iu pra.ya:r and fasting a.n4 

self-abasement in the hope of aeau.ring the coveted seaM of 

pe~'~.ae of heart. 

One aaoouit 1 suggessta there is ttno reason to doubt 

thr:tt Luther• fj moiLJt.Sti a life was hallpY \¥,_ th heart at rest,. 

mind und1etttcbed and soul at P''J&OS. Hie ~~eta.physloal 

disquisitions,. psyohologica.l d1e$erta.ttone., piett•tto 

aauaderin~e ocnoerning interior confiit;!ota, torturintt o4 

a.scettn have 11 ttle mer~ tb:m. a.ca.demio Yal'O.$, poeetbly 

a. paychopa.th1o va-lue. • HoweTer. the bulk of evt<~enoe points 

to Luther being a.t tiaeus utterly miser~hle d.uring htl1ltly 
in the eonvent. 
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pu:r:eued tha oour~$ of study outl n~d l'zy the Auguettn:i11!1 

Order. .A,*l in U:tt1 ve:rei. ty, iitltber fl!Ollma.nded. the 

respect of hita tellna u a att-~dent. Ur..tra.tne4 1» 

theology a.s he w~a the t:i~e of' bts entzoaaoe to the 

aloister#J tttn the mcrnastery be excited general admiration 

in the ;publio exe:roisee by tbe facility w1 th wb1oll h8 

ex1;rio~-tted b1~t&0lf from the labyrinths of dialectics. He 

a.seiductualy th~ prophets a.ud the a.poatlee, then tbe 

trert.ti.sea of 0!-lb:riel lU.el ~d Pter:te 4 1 And1ll'f ~ B16bop of 

Cambr~yj be studied with ea.:rnestneae tbe writinga of 

Oooa.m. whose logic be preferred 'to that of Sootu• ·al\4 

l 
fhomaa .. • 

IJ~ the toaa.e.tery w t&ke lea'fe of Ma.rti.n L\lther ae 

an e~.. from thenceforth we a.re 1nten&tll4 in hill a.a 

an a.cti ve echlca..tor who left his etup on aaay p~(t* r.rt 

life. !bus :far we. h&ve a~en the times from which Luther 

spra.ngi •a ~va noted the oon4it1ona wnioh fo~4 hi• 

environltmlt,. hch of biog2'aphioal in~reat ha.e bee 

old. tted but these points that have bli&:rift8 on hie work 

a.s eduoato.r ha.w been noticed. However, ae we o-.11 eee; 

Lu. tlu~!' t s r~le a.s educator w~s ao entl!!'ined 1M! th bia work 

aa refoztme~" that~ religi;oue fea.tur$3 cf tutber•a 

life are equeJ.ly ·imp<1rtant to his educational career. 
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j. At ' ftggeeapr 8 

~, §!J.l M 'l'i ttenbe:n:g1 

!fear the oltufe of the l5tb cent.ury Wi ttembe:rg 1fa8 a, 

hamlet of some 350 lo•, ugly¥ wooden house$ bull t without 

wah repra for orderrly pl~-ll. An old ohuroh md towa ball 

W4lu·e thtl only two imposing structures. The ai te of the 

•1lla.ge was on the banks of the Rivar El.be, a.J:X)ut hs.lf 

way bstw~Jen Leipatc m4. Berlin. The n•roun&Ung oouat17 

wa.s flat~ and the soil eandy ~nd unfertile. 

In tbe y!ia,:> l4SS~ Frederick the Wi$8 becaae Elector 

of Saxony k~nd he. oncac Wittenberg au capitol of his new 

kingdOm. Le1p:e1o ha.d be~n the former oap1 tel,. bu.t 

Fre:deri ck 'e b.ro tber had. 1nher1 ted that city. and 'Frederi ot 

••• f'o:roed to t:u.ild &. rutw ca.pi tol. He set about o:m.a.meat-

1Dg the ci tJ and e:reoti11g putlio buildiaga 1nolu41flg a 

eplend.1d oaatle od church. 

In fu:rther effort: to ril'al. Loipaio.,. the Elector f'ouacl-

inatitu.ticn opened ita doors in 1502~ and 8taup1tz. Lutber•e 

good friend at tbe Erfurt mona.ste%}f"# was the first dean of 

the faculty ~f theology. 1 

It was St&upitz who ~• responsible for tu~r be1nc 

called. ~a 1nstructcr of philot~ophy at the new UnlverattJ. 

While both l!len had been at Erturt. the young monk had 

often uaed Staupi tz a.s a sort of f~ther eonfesaor and 
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and ooun~llor.. As a. natural result tbe tie of fr1el'ld.

sb1p betwe~n the, t'JlfO •em •~~s strong. 

71\ua in 1508 L11thflr tubed hie ba.ct on the A\tgustin. 

1m monastery a.t irtUrt and bent mis etepa tou:rcl W1t-

tenber~. •His portmanteau wa.m a light affair; 1 t con

tained a ooa:rse stuff robe; two Bibles, one tattn and o.ne 

German; eom~ aacat1o booka~ and a emall stock of linen. 

The books named ~ogether w1 th a. few volums.s of !:&tin 

poetry and a Coaoorde~:t and some of Aristotle's tretatlees 

co~osed the entire library of the monk of W1 ttenberg. • 1 

i• ,Diata§t! fg.E Sgap:la~.J't1cisl:1 

At 'lltteaberg a& inatruotor in ph1losopbJ1 Luther 

Wiii.S &:lQ'eot&d to expoun~ upon Ar1stcctle and the aohoolm.ea. 

But a.lreaay the young tea.o:ber 'Na.s sholi':ing :ike independent 

arrayed .bime:elf th the 1\'l.u~ardst$ lJl attempt!ng to 

overtbrcrw the blind a.dhsranc$ to Ari:stotle that doml .. ted 

th$ fi8ld of ilo$oplly. Said L;Jctb~r ''one<lrn1Dg Aristotle: 

•!nat our$84 heatben*e ~thtcs ware not Ohrtmtlaat aad his 
~ 

philosc,pby '4'a$ not Pauline. • "" 

Rle ftx~&tion at eu:holasticiem 1no~~ased tQ. euch u 

extent thttt in 1517 h$ pnbl1ahed 97 theses on *D1eput&t1cn 

agaia~:t Sohola.stic Theology•.. Tbeee a.pp$a.:ted 1n Septem

ber, ju.et 1!i. ~:nth prior to the famoua 95 these• wbiob 

rocked a.ll Obriatendom. Strange to sa.y, Luthel' a.ttaobed 

little tnrpor'taace at first to the ut.t1ne1.7-f1ve" u4 con

sidered theJ!l totally unworthy to he publislu\~d. He was. 

srea.tly oor.~.oerned however about the ta.te of the ninety-

l.M.Miohelet,L1 of Luther{ae told b7 b!llaelf) London 1888 
a· p • S.i ih # Life &n4 Let'*'e~'a of li.. Lutller • ff. Y. 1111 



eeven tbsseE! against schol;;~et1c1 

sent 

p ... 43. 

:md after theit 

hi& 1'~1ends for 

eohclaet1otsm Sl~tiAltl proved so suocasaful that ~• 

e9.rly as Vt.\.Y 18. 1511 > Luther Wa$ a.ble 1> w:ri'te: •Ot.tr 

theology and S't. Aug>.Jatiae prosper. Arietotle is graduallJ 

tottering to a fall from whi.ch be will ha-rdly l'ietl aga.la, 

and the leotures on the •Sentences• are 1fQndertnllJ 

d.isrelia'hed.• 

;?1 St}t)\ltns :[gf" DQ.CIQf q:f Di:v~uj.U 

In the ea.rly un1verei ties a. &Jgrea '<taa B<oJd.valent 

to a. licens& to teach.. A M.a.;ste.:r•s d.egrae pve a saa the 

ri.gbt to te-.oh,. hut not th$ right to raade:r hia owa 1nt.r

pret~t1one.. !*ha advan~a. degree. howvEu.·. of Doctor of 

Divinity one sligible to !nterl'ret ;philoaophJ a.ml 

tbeolosy thont :ragard to other schola-rs, but oDly •ttll 

such lim~. tation~ a.~ Wt~:re demandod loyalty to the Churoll.1 

Mtsr at 

11as l.ll"ged to oont!nne hia studies tor the Doetor&te. h1'4eU4 

as be wa.a w1 tb work., Magister Lutber was reluota.nt to a.a-

8\UIIe tbe &1\!Ut1onal taake wh1~h tb.ie would involve. 

Dcotor•s degree. Yea-rs la.ter Luther told the a.aat:ng •rra

ti "Ye: unoctor Sta.up1 tz aa.id to me one d.e,y ~ 'You abould 

take the dasree ot Do-ctor u &a tc h&ve something tq do·'. 

1. A.C.KoGtffett.u:.Lutluu:. the -. a.u4 b1a work .. lf.Y.l911 



attand to in ~hioh he needs the 

a.s'siatanae of -ver peo;t..~:le? I,£ yot.t ahould 4ie you 

might his ool(n$ellot'. 11 1 Of course m<Jh an ugumen' 

could not 

De ctor' s oa.p 

Luther wrote to his old f~iends at the monastery 

s.t Erfu:rt 1nv1 tinQ: them to the e>ccaa:ion of hi a ~e-
~ . 

my exa.m.ina.tion in theolog in tbe hAll of the U:n1n~e1tr. 

as I b&l.i$ve you ~:re&.d.y know troa the ltitttu· of our 

Wi t~en~e:rs Prior Link. I do not Dow e.couae mytJelf of 

unwtn:'tfili.tteaa, lest I shoul4 ~ek pr&.i~HH~ s.nd honor by l'i'J 

family; Cod. and my oonaci$n<le know how worthy ~ how 

gra.~eful I a~ fo:r th1e public honor ...... Then I beg 

tba.t you will 

the. 

you were i~o:r,~tnt of 1 t and uninv:l ted. n 

(Signed.) Brother llartin Luther, mgu:st1n1an. 2 

l. P. Smi-tb, L1fe ud Letters of H. Luther, I'.Y. ltll 
3 .. Letter to Prior Andrew Lehr a:nd the Con•u.t ot Ausust

i nians at EJtfurt. From Luther' a Corre•pondenC$, edi tea 
by Ptt$Ger'fed Smith, Vol I.,, Phila .. , 191$. 



production.. Bes;l®e his teaching a.n4 

hie oon.fliat 

and ee:t"mon.a at a. grea.t ra.t1.1. Ilia adainietra.t1ve d\ltiee 

w~:re ha;t.vy., firat ~4/s eupsr1f1eor of ~ute Aupatinia.ne w1 th 

It t o! Luther tlla t 

s l1!e 

cha.l"a.cterized him in his convent life led to ss:rioua 

resulta whieh aJ~ent.uallJ culmin, .... ted in hi~ dissatief'a.otioa 
' 

with tbe Churoh and~nte:rt:aining unorthodox Mtiona 

th~t fom&nted. the Protesta-nt "revolt•. 1 

bigh t~nsion h&4 a bear 

gro~aed ar~ he ttfi.S in :rafoming the Church, if he had not 

been a man of versatile qualities, weh of his educational 

urnene. Luther 1.-e&11zed thtl 

o~t4 on~ oocae1.on from: 
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in which he 41apa.1red tbs work confronting him l: •I 

do not kao• 11hetur I oa.n wr1 te cermone en the gospel a an.4 

epietlee tor Lent .. a• you u.r~ me. for I h&ve much to do 

and &m very way. Ibn';t you bel1~nm 1 t? My lectures on 

tbe pe&l ter req:u.ire a. whol!f'ma&; my sermons to the people 

on the goEJpel and Genesia need another •hole maa; and 

a third ia required by the 11 ttle prayers an4 repl-.t1ons 

of. my Order; a fourth might do tbie wol'k you a.sk, not to 

mention "'ltf oorres:pondence and my occupation wi tll the 

affa.ira of other&, including the meeting with .r friends, 

which a teal. a ao ~uoh of my t1ae tba.t I al.moat tnink it 

wa.atea. I am one Wi.Jlj oertai nly I prepare for my work, 

but if wha.t you ask is to be aocoml'll.t~hfJd a:!.l else mn•t 

be omitted. Would that I could give my eel t (flietly to thie 

alon~. I should aorusider 1 t a great plea.aurtt • • • u 

~;t;-;;.~tf'i t wa.s tha-t in the press of these du'iiea. 

Luther tlf11'l\.& able to think on queet1oae of eauoa.tioa~ s.nd. to 

formula-te as clearly as he 414 lett-sre ana treatieea on 

th1e most impertut subject. 

Certainly & 

fame ~!11 nn C<bloa. tor 
k;tjk 

ci "":at ... ~HJht,111::rsh ip t,o 

pcre.r1ea and e f ty. A 

ilt5 ght be ex00ptione, but the:r~ are not w~,.ny. 

It is ~i.d that ae a sehola.:r t.uth~r cc,nsidcred 

himself eom.e~'h~t inferior) rtn.d dtterignated blmsalt ae a, 
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au'e p%'a.•tl•l' ae o•~r agalr.et Philip llel&nehthon for whoae 

aonola.rai;p he h,a_4 t'hfl l)rofcun&~ust :rag;&rd... H~tnr1oh 

Bohraett ho~Tex- stAtes 1: •.. • .. he ha.d no ca.uaa for euoh 

a PQ!>;f" $e:'ti•te: of hirttself. YNe he l';~as x;;ot a. Bwaaiat 

like tlla.t ''lccto:r above all doctors• (Eraw:.m.a) ..... Hi$ 

Latin, vi'lfid and na-tural though it 'be, evl!ir l:'etatned a 

monkish t:1np. Be a.lac nev5r a~quire-d in the: s.s me~t.aure 

&a his younger friend (Kel~a.~tbon) that facility of 

exp!'e$~d.ng an id.ea neatly dd taraU>J'.y and yet clearly and. 

fUlly.. .. .. .. e far a.a er1 ti eaJ. acu~ Rs c~n:ee~taed he qs 

at least the eQ.Wt.l of the renowned Xraams and oonaider

ably $U:peri.O-r to if&gistsr Pb1~it}Pu•.• 

Luther .a.drtd.ttad b1e failings in this rep'l'4 by 

~ing: "I .am a.ble to •rite l(ijttEfrs.t but not a Cieel:'onlaa 

styls, aa Arioola ®ea, but I ha.ve eubetace, a.lthough 
~ 

L~t1n words an~ elcqQenee t~1l me.# " 

fh~ ihrfe~r W&~ ~t ora.y acbol~rly in a. elcd.8tsrecl 

way, wt ua aver a.lert for a new and f're•n ap:p~cach to 

thoro-dghly the l®gt.~:a.gea, and hi~ leoturea proM 

th2.t he $ndea:•orad to ptb$1" into ration wi44tlY. stud toot 

particular paine to ~equtre epecit1o :fa.ots fr01a l!'ablnnicl!ll 

11 teraturs an4 J'e"t8h axegsata. 

soon eatabllehed &. repu.t"'tion s.e no mef;l!l se'holu: but e'\"'Em 

bia best f'rien4s (loubted hi.s ss.gaolty '#h$n be d1eptttet4 the 

~&.then\ici ty o.f certain 1l0rks ch 1f!teM ~Ndi ted to St. 

Augu.etiaa. IQ..a Jl.GC\1$it.tlou o£. epn:ric-u• a.uthor&hfpi.o"':c!,h~ 
1 • .Lu:Ql~~ ta the L1pt of teceat B$aeuoh, !l.Y. ·lvle. · 
a. Co;ay•~•Uo.D8 witk L •• P.&ntlt u4 B.P.a.ll1qes-.lloatott.l91S 
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a. etcrm upon hie head. ht aonvi:nced th&.,t be had $U.ff1-

cient evidence to prove his :point Luthar b~:Jld hie ground .. 

~1ter 1nWetiga.tion ha.e proved th• correctneae of his 

theory 1 which 01.dds to rl'lodem ~ppr~oia.tion o:r th~ 1mU'l1 e 
1 lea.rning. 

~$ or m~ 

thu'$: 3 lt!f' ~re oture; the 

into not 

su1tt484 up 

a.nd cJs.xta~i ty 

axp:raG$10tl, ho'!t eJa$ily, tllt\\DkG to h::ts eno:rttOU$ memoq, he 

r~tained in m!nd oatever 11e bad 1"6ad., ae:en or heard, we 

Will forced to oonfes$ 'ib"&t eve11 regar4ed _p,u.·ely 

~tS an intelleo~ual cllaraote:r he: Wa$ a. phentunenon w1 tbcut 

§, ~:u~s~r• i. Ts~:gbttH.~' J.etnus!· 

M~ny all ad\U:Jlll.tiona.l theor1$st of tb'f~ fi:r~t r~nk fa.:ll8 

1. Preser~ Smith, Life and Lette:ra of H. t')ther ,w. Y. 1911 
Heinrich :rJ in t:t;.c* L1g,ht of' Modem Reeearoh .. 

I.Y. l9l6 .. 
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rafenad :tsp$6wd.ly to tbe evsntG of the day 84 Ylewe4 

them in the light or the writer he lf~e interp:retiq. Fo:r 

illuatra.tions he d.'l'Sw from ev~'l'1'&t.Y exJ: .!'rteaOt; :and: t:f 1 t 

was nee4ed. to the ~1 ble mea.ninr; ~nore oloa:r he tel t 
l 

'free drop into tbe flerm:an vemacula,r.. Fo:r this 

l.&tte:r l1~bit l'..e "'a.r~ erittci!ed, but tee er1t1e1e1t he wa• 

!mpervioue. 

Prote•eor !Juthc:r fnta :praot1ca1 in hte teaehing. He 

de!!.¢'~'1tl(lEUi the echoolm.en 'f;!.th their fllu:-fatched 1ntarpre

ta.t1onf1. R:agard.1Dg tlH~ Bihle ae a ·pr~ctieal Book he 

!te:d its praotie;!tl values_, and bi~ olas~Tooa 'If&$ 

not ~ much ~ rlaoe for !:ihiloecpbicfi.l sp';C'\:ilat!on atf a. oea

ter of' ~1tal ~,.,nd 1'!01'"kad'i.Y ide • .,..,s. 

from Ll1ther'• Bibl$ show literally th.e 1thole Pf'se jotted 

here U'ld tbere ~! th notations by n:: e own hand. 2 fteee 

J'l()tea h~&lJ:' for~ $.n e~eellent bae1a 'for an. &Gti:mate ot the 

Frcm 7t~t~ra l5lZ to 1515 Lutb(Jr lectt1red 011 Paala•; 

Romans in 1515 aad 1Sl6; Judges ln 1518. Ia 1519 be 

:iaarued in printed form a Co-ntary Qn Cal!lti~a ba:ae4 on 

le~turea gJ:w·ea in 1516 and 1511. {It waa of this Ooat1811-

taJ:y that J'olm Bunyan sa.i4: •ot all the books t •Yer aet, 

I found it ~at fit fer a wo.unded aontac1811G8. 11 ) 

l. A.C.ltcGiffo:rt. .Luth,~r11th~ ~t~n and wo~k;I.Y. 1980 
a. of. tog:rap:lu;, lr.V .. N .. Fs.inter,wtlu~r on '&lttc • .,Pb:1la.,l88t 



ing 

Luther•~ charaoteri 

*{8) Cri tici 

on O&la.tia;na. liUfUt•ets 

a t6ii.(ifi!$l' a.~ follo~'s:. 1 

•(3) Sought b'elst autbori ty and most reo,:'rnt booka. 

n(4) Prepared leo\-uras earsfullJ - a.nnoted alt~oi!Jt 

avery word. 1n text -

!cations 

•(S) & ~-s interesting- ri th aiailea, ex~lea t"1"(1m 

mu.·reat event1;, fl."$QUent tran&la.tio~ into Ge~, w1 th 

'the :'fl~S\tl t of this 11ort et ts.aohing is easy to gue••· 

Stud•nts ct an) gf.lner~tion lta.ve a wa.y of d!aoowrtag aa 

Oti.S1a !n an othaniae d.ry an.Yi:rotm~.Etnt:- ant.t there wa• no 

ca.uae soriptn:r!llly if it h~d not bean for hie a~rienoe 

at a lecturer en the Sible:. · !o'~ev~1' his .role a& ectuoa.to!' 

must h&ve had no o.a.ll p&:rt i.u fixtag tbe theorte• of 

I. P.hitb"Life a4. Letters of .H.l:Gther;~'I.Y. 1911. 
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Biblical interpreta.tioa tthioh fire la.wr to grip all 

Europe. Before the Reformation wa.e 4l"e&med. of. wtee men 

discerned in Luther'• bla•e room o&l"tain signa Which were 

pro.phettc of the com1D~" ••~nta. ·fbe ractor of 'the 

University used to e~y ~f hle popular profeeaor: •!hte ~ 

will oonfctmcl all our doctors. ea-blish new doctrines, 

and refom the Whole Roman Church • for he bases himeelf 

on the uittnge of the prophets and apostles. an4 1s f1r• 

ly plauted. on the tt'Ord of Jttaua Christ. • l Jlicbelet 2 

relatea •tne vebera.ble Pollich heard him a.n4 etruolt with 

wonder exolatmecl: 1fhia father has profound. insight,. 

exceeding 1ag1nia.t1on; he •ill trouble the 4ootore 

before he 1e done and excite ao alight d.taturba.noe. u 

Z • e• cna••toM :;a a A 1crqp4a.:t&Qn PPRA which 
LU that LttMr Built 

All the time that Luther spent in hie classroom 

attracting stud.ente from far ud near, he was building 

for hie future work as Reformer of church ..n4 echool. l'ot 

only was he f1ad1ng a stable :found&tion on wbiob to 

eta4. but he -~ gathering a. group of aclberents Who in 

later yea.rsjrallied to their former tea.oher. Students 

went forth from Luther's classes wi,th a. new v1a1oa which 

ia the w1nt .QSA .!!QD. of all p:rogreee. And if • give 

Lutber Cl'841t for inaugurating the Reformat1oa finally 

at the Diet of Worms. we met ut the classroom at 

\fitte.nberg ae the pla.oe where the foundation wa.a laid for 

the Ref'ona.t1on 'a perma.neney. 

l. of. F.V.N.Pa.inter*Luther on Eduo •• Ph1la..,lS89 
2. Life of LUther(a.a uitten by himself) London .18S8 
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Later when Luther ha4 ~1oa.l v1ewa of' Ch1'1tJtiaa tal n. 
and when he waa ready to propoae ad:wanoed atepa 111 

e4u.oat1on,. oeoa:nae of h1a tea.ob1ng ezpertenoe, and beoa.u• 

of the conta.ota he ba.d ma4e while tea.Ch 1ng, there us 

prepared for hill a.n audience ready to hear. On December 

10, 1518, Spala.t1n wzote to Guy Btld at AugabeJtg: 

ftKa.rtin Luther • • • baa a full lecture room amd d1ao1plea 

not only eager to llea.m, but already prof1o1ftt , who 

do not fear even the gna.teet of the eophleta." 1 

8. ·~ ReJ,&t10a gf Lutller•t Ytael!1ng; tg h11 
. edectagora psl Qqnt&JIROfHl!a. 

It is easy to claia too much for a11y outetaa.diug 

oh&raoter. In p1oturbg Luther • Bat avoid. painting 

a halo. Be had hia vl'i'\uea; htt also h.$4 h18 faults. 

Luther wa.a original, but ne· waa liOt alW$-J"& original. 

Beca.uae of Luther'• noteriety, thoae precleoeaao:re ad 

oonteaporartea who thought al.1ke 1r1 tb bim are often 

overlooked.. We a.re apt to !'ep.rd Luther a.a ac• szea.t 

colosacs etaaatlng absolutely alone in the p:r1notplee 

tor which he iftood. But that 1a not the ca.ee-. 

Unique -.a ttas hie ~proaob to the Bible,. he •• 

not &lone in hie deatre to get away from the encllees 

•peoulatloaa of the •ohcla.atica. •Luther •~• !lOt the 

flrst to reviYEJ: P-.ul1td.sa. Previously John Colet ami 

Jacob lefevzoe d'ltaples h&d: given out the watchword: Baclt 

to P~l! Ho~over,. aot Luther, but Letevn published the 

f.t:w:et ccu,~mentary baaed. upon .tlle ertgiu&l text., and f1ret 

employed. Pauline concepts for tbe pur.pose of oritio1sing 



the piety of 'the 4a.y. 

•Luthe~ wa.a not f!ret tc empb&eize that there waa 

l:ut one rel1alous atborit1 for a ChJ:iatiaa -. Ohrlet. 

or the Bible as tar ae it teaobee Chriat•e rtewa.. Era.

ha4 expressed the sue op1Diou very vigeroualy aad had. 

earnestly 4em&n4ed the retum to the elmple doctlf1Ma 

of Ob:r1at. 

•Also Era.eaa aa early a.a 151& 1n the preface of hie 

firat edition to the llew tyeataaent empha.tiG&lly 4evelope4 

the concept which ao\Uld.a diat1noUy tutbera~t, namely, 

that the Bible ought to be tra.ttalaw4 into all popular 

tongues and. spread in ewry language so that t~an, wo•e.n. 

ud child, young and old, noble ad. co~tr~na,. might read 

the goapela and. the Pauline letters, and ill the future 

the peasa.nt in t.ha field. the 1f0rkman ta the abop. ud. the 

trawllel." upon the high read might pa.sa the tiu w1 th 

passages from the ScripV1ree and w.1 th hymns. • 1 

Luther ea~ly recognized Eraame pnke &tid 'lfa.a gla4 

to avail hiWJelf of 1 t. In 1516 appea.red the lfwBaft1at•e 

famous edition of the Gll'e.et Jrew lfastaeDt. It happenU 

that at the t1ae Luther wa.a leoturlag on the Pauline 

J&piatles. an4 he 11DiediatelJ a&de the new Greek text the 

basis of bia class room ooamenta. 

Luthel' frequently was influenced by Eraema. !Tot 

a few of Luther 1 a a,tti 'tudes in the fie-14 of ed.uoa.tioa 

seem to be a.ttributed. to the Humani.e.t. However, Luther 

W&$ teape:ramenta.ll'f able to popularlse and vigorously 

promote tb.eor1ea as Eraemua could never have done. 

l. He:inr!ch Bobaer_. Luther in the Light of Recent 
Heaearoh- B. Y. 1916. 



Erasmus• tra.lta ere not those of a retorBr, a:a4 he 

admitted. it cand.id.ly: •I have no 1ncl1Da.t1on to rtak 11'1 

life for the tru. th. We have • t all tlle atangtb of 

~tyrdOm. aJ1d if trouble oomea I ehall imitate Peter. 

Popes and Z.perora must settle oreecle; if 'tiler settle 

thea Rll. so 11\lch t'he better i 1f 111, I Yd.ll keep oa 

the aafe atcle. • 1 

And who can eay that Zra$Dla wa.a all wrong in his 

dee1re for mocleracy. Be N&l1z~ the danpre a;tHad.allt 

w1 th the bluatering •a.J& of hi a contellpOJr&l'f He toner. 

Ia a peraonal. letter to the Reotor cf the tfn1vers1 ty 

of Erfut, Lewis Platz. the gre~t lft.tma:Atat exprEhl*Jtts 

hie a.ppreo1at1on toll' Luther a.tter calling attention to 

Luther's ta.ulta: •!be <:liit~a~io~ auglt.t to aou to a ual

versi ty, aot like enoaiea to epoil. but like peeta to 

llve in pea.ce. I never liked tualt, a.rui 61ther I am 

much mistaken. or more will be a.ocompl1ahe4 bJ 8104e.r&t1et~. 

thu by 1mpo•nt force. I thh'lk it 1a the part of good. 

mea to desire to cury through reforms with 1D3urr to 

fe., of" if' possible, to llQne ....... Luther baa gi'Na ec• 

eplend.icl wamtng. but would th&t he had done 1 t more 

o1 Yall7.. He would 1ben haft had more favorers aru:l. &lllee, 

and. would have reaped. a. richer he.n'eat tor Ohr1et.. And 

yet 1 t 1!0ul4 be 1aptou• to leave hla entirely tmdef'end.e4 

in what he bas rightly u.t4, lest hereafter acne should 

dare to tell the truth. Bi therto be has certainly prof1 ted. 

the worl<l. • a 

l. F. V .. tf .Painter, Luther on Ed.uc. • Ph1la.., 1889 
3. Letter fl"Cm Louva1n1July 1,1520; at. P.Smltll,.Luther'e 

Cor:reapo:adence ~ Vol I, Phila., 1913. 
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s. fft1;:;:.:;;~ ~~:e::'' Debates 11 l;,Mp41K Bit 

Mention of Luther as a d.eba.tez should 110t be omitted 

in coaei4er!:og his career as an educator. '.i'brough bia 

debatee l'ri.tb John lolt he pined a notertety 'ftich la.ter 

beoaa.e pepular1 tJ. and 1 t was this popular! ty Wl th the 

m&!Hs tthich eYentually gave him a gallery williBg to 

lead. ear to hf..s prcpo•t1 ref'oas in ed.Ucatloft and. religion. 

Luther was endowed with considerable ablll~ as 

a disputant. Be poaaeasecl "keen 41aorim1na.t1on. wonderful 

faoul ty of discerning the wea.t points of hls oppcment .. 

a never ta.tliag meaoJ7. w1nt;errupted now of apeech. a.a 

ama~tnf) kno1fledge of Scdpture. a ooolMae of temper aid 

the moat "'iproua onalaught. and. a unshaken confidence in 
l tbe rtgh~ouane.se of hie oaun.." 

The yoUDg 110nk•s oppenents at Leipsic expected. to aee 

him ooapletely crushed. Eck • • prowess waa oounte<i on to 

bring ~at honor to the Rom&n1at standards. In a letter 

to the University of Leipsic. Date George of Saxony 

&oknowledged.: •we ce>tuttdttr tha.t honor, glorr and profit 

wtll ooae to tbe Uni'Y$:re1 ty (Leipsic) :a.nd to all of you 

t:rom th i a deba. te .. • 3 

Bat '!ElQl of' the people of Cerml!iiny 'fle:re lootd.ng at 

Luther expectantly. By d.a.rtng to oppose suob a. md u 

Eok, Who •• a most note4 cU.sputa.nt, Luther caught the 

1ma.gtaa.t1on of the public. Even though the young monk 

wet be rated the teohn1oal loser in the public arguments, 

he beoue noaetheleaa the leader a.nd hero of the common 

people. 

1. Prof. J. Yutay, M. Luther a.a ·& Preacher, Lu:theraa Qua. t. VoJ a8 
pp.a?9-689, 1898. (Pub.Oetty8burg,Pa..) . a. Letter fJ"Oa D!'eaden._lvly 19,1519. ot.P.S.ith ad. C.JI. 
J&cobe .... Lu.ltuut' a Coftea»&nda.nce a:ad tU:lut'fl' t.at:.i!•""'* Ph•._ • 'U!s•u:. 
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At Ertu.r\ they 1r0uld. bM;ve f,IODe of Joblt.Eot. md. \!he. 

lle tried to peat. the Papal hll in the toe, he waa coa

temptuously refused peJ:m1asioa... Luther wa.• pe-.tly aii\J.e84 

at the tPatunt aoccJ:ded i.ok a.t Erturt, at~cl he 1tt0W 
1 ot the :ta• of the Bu.ll. WheD tbe edict W&e pr:l'ate4 a4 

placed on sale the atu:®nte atr&ifthtway seized all. the 

cop1e ti they could. lay the11' hands on all4 thrn thea into 

the ri"Mr. 

An 1nt,~reat1n.g nuration of tuther 1 a debate -With 

John Eok eho•• the boldness of the young professor 1a 

facing Eck •a p:roweae; also Lutbe:r' s contempt to~ scholas-

t1c1e11 ia PJrtrayed~ an4 hie pepu.lui ty w1 th tb.e thrO!lgiJ 

dep1ote4. a 

•The pat Goliath of oontroverq 1:o. that ct&y ••• 

Dr. John &Ck. who challeJ'lPd. the Saxon monk to a pn;bl1c 

d1aput•t1on at Leipsic~ All Ge~ was interested. 7h$ 

question a.t issue stirred the ne;t1on to it& Yery depths. 

•The dispu~te aet 1a the peat m..11 of the palace 

of the lleotor. Jre't'er before ua eeen 1a Ce~ ach aa 

array of dootore and theologiaruJ A114 dtpita.rtes. Dr. Bot 

was supex-to:r to LutheJ:> in reputa.tion. dialeotlo aktll. in 

acholast1o learning. He ~• the prtde of the ua1vare1 t1ea. 

Luther. however~ had. cleepar coartotions, more paiua, 

gJ:$a.ter sloqaence. amt a.t that t1ae he was modest. 

"l'he ohamplon of the eohools., cf aophistl'J' aa4 

author! t1• of' dead letter literature. of quibbles. 

refinements of t!!'O:fda# eoon o•l!tnhel~ the Saxon moat with 

l.Letter of Luther to John von Gretfentlod" at Weima.r.oot. 
30 6 l6iO.c~.P.Smith.Luther•s Correapondenco.V.I.Phila,l9l3 

3. John Lord.,Be&.con Lipta of Riet.,Vol III,.ReDft.te~oe aad. 
Ret ora tt.on.v. Y. 1884. · 



hie 01 tat1ona. dee:reae of comlotla,. opil11oaa of eld.:neat 

sohola.attoa, the ltte:r<a.tnre of the Church, 1 ta mighty 

authority. Be was oa the eve of triuapb. Had the q,ueatioll 

been settled by a.u thort ties" a.s la:wye:ra d4 ped.anta •oul.d 

.ettle t be question., Luther would have been beaten. But 

his genius ~ to his &14, and the ootuloiousnese of tTUtll. 

. .. • • • • He appea.led to the Scr 1ptures aa the ul ti:aate sround. 

of authority. He did net d.en:v authority, but a.ppea.led to 

1 t tn t ts higheet form.. This wa.e uaexpeote4 grotmd.. the 

Chu:rch was not prepared openly to 4eD.J' the authorttJ of 

St. Paul or St. Peter; ana Luther. lf he did not pin the 

case# vra.s far from being beatea, and- what ns of tital 

illpo:rta.nce to hia succeae - he ha.cl the Elector ud the 

peopl$ •tth hta.• 

0. Luth!:t'l Slt!!QnJ,ztg as a J!g.ns e.'f !4KQ&tiog, · 

1 1 Ea.t~l heaghJng. 

It wu not long after Lutker arrtwd at Wt ttenberg 

as tnatruotor that be was d.rafted as preacher for the local 

Auguetin1an ord.er, 1 t belng the one tom for the younger 

monks to afu.·ve in tha:t •pac1 tJ.. 'l'he tdea. or actually 

facing the auc.Uenoe a.n4 deli veriag a. eeft'lOn ha.d a:bou t the 

8&1'1$ effect on ltk& young Luther aa 1 t has oa many a 

youthful divine tcda.y. •oh. how I trembled;J • Luther 

afterwards r~ccunted~ ·~en I waa ascending the pulpit for 

the first tt•.. I 11ould. f'aia have $XCU4Ktd 11J'&elf, but they 

mat1e me preach. • 1 

1. Ltt.ther•s !able falt. 
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'let too compl1aentuy to hts 11eteaera wa.s Luther's 

remed:r tor •tace-fr1ght. Be aerely vied to f'orget that 

there were people before him. by the &1JS.Ple &xpetient Df 

imagining that they were al.l nothing bl(t Oll.bbage he&de.1 

J. An Af§R9~1 Pr•&~n•r~ 

After a. heat tant beginning, Luther aeon found himself 

in ®mand as a. preacher- and so in ad11 tion to hie teaching 

a.t Wittenberg. be gave much til'.!.e to tbe pulpit. For \Y&eks 

on end he preaobe4 daily, and during teat he etten &peke 

three timea a day. Be had little &Jllpathy for the men trho 

d.1d less the b.e did, &tld condemned a.a luxurioua and lazy 

the preacher who &coepte4 taoo a. year to preadb only twtoe 
a a week. 

J.. ,.IP! ef SGlJlODI• 

An ~ucaa!:na.tion of extant aenoae of Luther -revaale 

tb&t •ost of bia preaching ••• eXPOsitory and pe4a.gog1oal. 

Re taught a.e he preached. preeenting lfha.t the !ible bad. to 

eay on the pointe ~er aone14erat1on. Faced. ae 1le wae 'dtll 

the ae•ae1 ty ot enlightening his fellow Germans on matters 

cf doctrine a.nd Cbrlst1a.n living, it wa.tJ natural that he 

used the pnlpl t ae a teaching .ediua. 

One aeries of tbirieen of Luther's sermons are typical 

in ebowtng tbe teaching &i.m he evidently had in taind. 7be 

texts we ha~ preaarve4 •ith the sermons, ·and aft•r exaata

ing each eermon and gi vi.ng 1 t a .- theme we find bo1f 

1. tu ther ' a !'a.ble Talk. 
S. A sympOsium on H.Lutbsr by ProfEUtt.lOl'll of Union 'l'heo. 

Seminar,., Ji. Y. 1883 



luply tbe t(?'~Ohing aim \fae preseat. It •ill be ac"ice4 

how trequeDtly •the What• and •tbe nee4• s.re m:ent1one4. 

Oal.4:l-f. Relation of Faith. Juetification -.nd 6oo4 Worke. 

Lute 10:23-37 .. the QJ>e~t Coamuaent.includiDg the ;toq 
o~ the Good Sam&r1tan. 

lfatt.l. :1-16. :lxpoai tion of the Geneelogy· of Jeaa. 

htt. Stl-11. Obzistaas Sto17; lmporta&O$ ot l'nowiq Christ 
. the Soa of God. 

J'o Text. Su.b3ect given by Luther:•Fru1t aad. Virtue of 
Christ • a llt:uauJJreet1on. 

Jolm lCl:ll•l6. Chrtat lhows lfbat Sort of Per-son He Ie ad. 
What Sort of Kingdom He H&a. 

John 6:44-55 .. The Jla.tu:re of Ohriat1sa Fai til. 

Hom.l3tll-14. !he leed of Coed 'lo:rka, the fl'.Uit of Faith. 

Luke S:36-4a. The Iaperta:aoe of Exeroislni forpwneaa, 
Oha.ri ty and Forbea.ranoe to CD& Anctber. 

I 1'111.1:5-?. 'fbe Ctu.•tstian !leaaa.p of Lcve~lfercy and Oht!d'itr. 

Jla.tt.lS:33-35. The Weed of' FoJ>giveneas. 

Luke 1:88-?9. !b~ :lature of the Gospel a.nd the Xiagdom of 
Obr1st. 

Phili:Jiarul 4:4-?. Yhe Dutiee of a. Chl-1sti&Q. 
A 

!hough Luther taught hie liatners a.e he preached.. 

there as nothing of the learned scholar a.Mreetd.ng a 

cl&ss of atudentt~, but: rather a. humble scboolii&swr sxplaitr 

ing carefullY to hie popile. t~I preach• ~ said be_ •ae 

1. of. A Selection of the lloet Celebrated. Ser120ae of I.Luther 
. and I. C&l'lln, Compiled and hb.bf R.Butl..,,.I'.Y.1829 
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a1mply as I oa.n that common --, ch114J:en aad ae:I."'V&Dta ~~ay 

underetud. for the leame4 al~eay kDOw 1t &11. and I do 

not preach for them .. • 1 On one occasion~ as well a.a be 

eatoeme4 Staup1t~, Luther took nta to taet: •»ootoJ: Stapita 

is a. very leame4 RD, yet be is a wry 1rkeoa.e pl'eacller, 

a.nu 1;he people •uld ra.th$r heu a plain bro Uuu~ preach 

1ha.t d.eli'lers his words e:tmply to tbelr un4eJ:ataa41ng. Ia 

ehurohe• no praising o:r extolling should be sought after. 

Saint Pa.ul newr U$ed w.oh high. anti .stately wcrde as 

Deaoathe:n~a &ad Cicero d14., but he apalte properly and 

plainly, word$ wbio~ ~1ptf1e4 atld ehcwed. high and stately 

ma.ttel'e, and. he d14 well ... a 
· lrheu Doctor Kay~:r beftiled. Luther• a silf!Ple k1D.d. of 

preaching the latter replied: •Loving b't'otUrll regard not 

the doctors an4 leuned. •n, but 1"8PJ'd the CODZIOD people., 

to teach &a4 1netruot them clearly. Ia the pulpit • rauat 

fe()4 the ocmmon peopl~ with milk,. for each day a ne• church 

1& growing up» which stands in need of pla.i:a ad staple 

instru~tion. ie~p to the catechin, 'the ailk. High aad 

aubtle di aoour.-. the strong wine, we will keep for the 

strong ~ti:ede4. • 3 _ 

A like H!lal"k tra.a milde a.t another t1ae when Luther 

d.ecl•red.: •We ought to direct ounlfts in preaching a.ecord.

tng to tbe oondi tion of thfJ he~<u.•era,. but moat preaohttre coa

monly fail herein; they preach that which little ed1t1ee 

the poor and simple people. To preach plainly and a1aplJ' 

1a a great ~t; Chrl t himnlf ta.lks of' tilling the grouDd. 

' 

1. A .. O.KcGiffert_.M.Luther, 'lhe ma.n aDd bi~J work,K.Y. 1910 
2. LutiMut•e fable !'alk 
3. Ibid. 
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etc.; he uwed al tcpthe~: homely ad 

a1mple simili~dse.B 1 

Oa still another cccasio.n W.the:r expres.se4 himself 

w1 th coloring ud tha.t he much ;u:eferre4 those 'Whiel'£ were 

plain ~n4 simple in their execution; ~4 ao s~y I of sermona • . 
Let tb:ea be compact ~nd. 1J.V'317, but not verbose au af'feotecl; 

and so of tbeir delivery.• 3 

In on~ of hi$ oonvsrs~t1one Luther recalled that; 

•onrtet had an extMmely staple way o:r talk1as, a.Dd ettll 

he was elocpenoe it$elf.. The prophets. to be wre, a.re not 

wry :rhetorioal, but they are Btch more d.tfftoult. fberetotte. 

si'llple speech is the be:et ad t:n~e~t elcqpenoe. • 3 

In tlms inalet1ng tha:t the preacher hold himself w1thm 

the bOuftd.a of tlta aud.ienoe•a comprehaetoa, Luther ba4 hlt 

upcll the fumlrt.aent&l :Pe~Si:cal. prt:u;,iple cf adaptil'iS :] 

mbj ect aa ttar to the intelligence of tl:le 1ad.1 rtdual be1Dg 

taught. While fi$I"Y1ng in the Wi tteub~n.·IJ pulp1 t aad enae

'R'h$1'&.,. til.llJ thought of ever be1t:tg inter$tJ'tiH'l in & ayetem of 

mind, but he ~thowad a. grasp 

principles n~vertb.eleas. 

§ 1 fhe "fS§Chi.ng Fuggtisrn. ,Qf" tht Preaplua.;:. 

Dr .. B.H.Bor:ne ha.e ~ oextain valuable suggestione 

of 1fh1ca a.le:rt llinis:te~a 111111 avail theaeelvea in order to 

1. Lutller•e Ta.ble h.lk 
a. W.Oulcs •r'Q'a.Lif'e ad !itlf.ta of Luthe%"• lf.Y. 1886 
3

• B. .o!ttli::_:!!~"':U~;,rraas.aad. e-a. bJ' :P.S.itb afttf 



zea.lly teaoh as they prea.oh. Ii ie lntel'fH~ting to acw 

in how ~1 inatancea Lutber utilize~ the prlno1ples 

laid do•n by tb1s mode~ edne&to~. 

of preaching ia teaching"» and tha.t nthe preacher 1e a 

teactitn:? wil17-D1l.iJ 8 
• Doc~r Hor;ne pes on to say: "Of cou:ree 

the tea.obing element appea.ra in ~ .. .. • pba.aea of tbe pul

pit woJ>k of 1ihe minUtte.r. such ae. the a..tt qtiiokaning of 

ideas_ tbe 1ntereating comt.unioation of info~tion, the ut 

of secur1ag &nd. keeping attention. logica-l and eyst6mat1o 

t.t1U."re:nt situation, the e:t.fecti118 telling o:r a ato:r.y. avatl1ag 

oneself of the the experience of O:tl$•a a.udi-.oe, pltch1DI 

oM' • pla.ne of t~;,ought .a.nd. e:xpreaaton to match the •pa.c1 ties 

of oaa•s audttera, the awaten1Bg ot the motives. aDd .any 

other like thinge. OBce the minister ooao&ives h111Hlf -.lao 1[ 

a teacheJ." of h1e peoplel' all the a:f'ts of aodem educ.,tion · V 

are at hie ~. • 1 

Luthflz ae aware d tb1a teaching bu!'den whtoh reete 

with the pr~a.oher. ADd tbough stated 1a much leas complete 

~er than tlle pass&ge just quoted;t Luther d14 outline 

what he coaa14e~e4 ten easential ~1f1oat1ona for a 

suoceeeful preacher; 

l aDd. a: 

1. The e.bil1 tJ to teach. 
a. A good mind. 
3. Elo q,t19nce. 
4. A good voice. 
s. Good memo:ry. 
6. Power to lea'1e off. 
1. Diligence. 
a. Wh~le souled devotion to bla calling. 
9 .. Wi.llia~ee ic be th.ered by

8
everyoae. 

10. PatiGOft to hear all th1aga. 



/ 
o. WSJ!Ir'• bwlv1tt tl • Pn•••r· 

Jlee4l••• to eay tutber•e k&bl t of aoccao4at1D£ his 

reapoaae. It w-.a not loag befOJ>e the toe oouaetl * . 
of 

chaplain. Tbta office pw him the p:rlrtlep 

la the la:rp cl ty oburoll where •the ener11 

pHa,o'llJ.-c 

fl8!d."CUJ, 

c-1 

ileotor l'll:meelf tt"a:relle4 to 1'1 ttenbet's 

btm.• 
1 

• .. etacteat 

•bo 'oul"D8Jed from Le1ps1c to btu~;r the reaose4 prsaoher 

•• heard. to remark after tha eerwm 'that •tt aou 
spoke oftM 11'te that'" they outJ}lt to hit him oa the toaaze 

'tl!tll ....... . 

But all the '1'1l1le LutbA!U• was 1norsa.8111C ldJt bo4J of 

to ra..lly behind h1a the aoet of the ae~ l"ttJ",. aa4 ~~GJ" 

ot the ol~rgy. His f&1tbtul eo-worker l'h1ll:p lfeluohthoa 

geDeroualr remarked.: •One Mn ts u interpreter, &:~otber a 

Lutiler •. •. t. lees 

84. bJ P.Smitk,lb11a.l91a 



• 

1 

•••• 

Jh wtavr't HYB!thuaw DQl!laa QE;;s.uz}! m• lr.Mt· 
11 'the area t Refol"tte~. krtiD Latuz,. ,.,. the :fa th•r 

Evangelical eoq. • 2 An4 s~••l f&ylor Coleridge eald.S: 

knom by JWJal."t 

the l'lyana,. 

llke a Chria 

aaeraJ, to the mind.. • 3 

'l'hu a Lu tlFr r ; H:Yt on ? y 

debat1Df; hell, 

biG ••aap 

of o. • 

logy can 

to flight •• 

not 

his 

thu pW.p1 t &a •otn~a 

__ ,, . .,,,,, ... t Ge l"m't\llJ. but he 

loved 111111o \Uld 

• it 1& the 

the &ai 

board• to oar17 

into thet nal11 

• Be 

l.F.l'.ll.hinter,.Luther o~a laoatlon, Plilla.. 1888 
a. J .F .L~bert. Lu.ther'e , Ph1la.,. 1'517. 
a. ct. Ib14. 



!n a prefa.oe to a 

1saa. Luther eur•uu1ea ~1e 

•fltege ar-e •• be~n •' in 

than 

wtll 

tb 

soae an4 10 

as beoo11tttll the ""'""~'"""" 

Ooepel, aa soae fa.Jtattoe 

of 

the arta and ae1 c in '"'"' ,,..."'., cula.r 

ol 

tc:: 1nte:reat 1a h,_tu 

op1nioa 

no other rea.eoa 

both 

other soieaoea. 

.,... of uoroue 

the 

••• all 

oe et 111m 

1 entreat eve17 

tra-in: anil tea.ob cur poor youth. 

ur£-•·t~ tbe 8~. Oo4 

of' the prtaoiplea for •blob he and h1a movneat etood. 

foJ:tuaate the teaclt.er that OUt eDliat ~~ttalc tc aceoaplteh 

bia parpoae; a.a<l no woader & Jesuit r'l'arked:•'.ftle hyaaa of 

Luther have k.lllett more aoula thaa all hle boots &ad 

apHchea.• 3 

l • ..T .1' .Lubert, Lutller1 a 117aa. Phila., 1111 
a. Joh:a Lo..s • ..,aoa LS.Iht• of Met •• Yol.III. 1. Y. 18M 
J. of:. :r .:r .l.htate.-.t...aer oa la.o •• Pbtla 1aa 



aoa.n4 into tnap1:rat1oaa.l heights. It 18 aa1cU • ••• th~ugll 

&$& 

pcae:e-. 

1~ulae 

freely 

g.na.t t 

.. 

1 

Mr of pur-

1a ,, .... 
once to let hi• tiona now 

GOBi• At tid~ ai ltk• a ~ally 

ia etra.1ne t:bo 11te neYe:r beea 

hill in 

of 

~e Gl:raa.n 

of 

~id of frieads. To 8palat1a 

to Paala. for 

byes 11be1"eby th,e :rd 

taste ia 

joln haa4e th ue aa4 

i 

ee••• the Paalm.. .. .. . Aa.-r ae so• 

e~ect from you. • a 

c;,f Luther 1 e hJBa 1& th-.t 

Rsfer.~:~.tioD" enti tle4 •Btn :reate hs-a 
:rtrii!Hil 1 s Our •} 3 of 

l. Betuioh Bohmer., r¥Jeeuola. 
I'.Y.ltlS 

a. wt'YI' troa Lu.the-1' to liiaaMq e,&l&tta. ct. J.F. 
Laabert. LutS.I''a a,.e. Phil&. •• 1917. 

J. Exu"t ate of wrttllile Uliboa;ptoba'bl7 Mtw• 118-1830. 



~ 1ts thrill on tbe be-rt 

bugk ltS&'I"an .. • 

tn tb!• bJa Luther b:rlnge fo:rtll oerkla d~otrinea d 

b1a ore 4eeired to to otbe:rs tor their 

ee• t!f8 le~n thA.t Qed i • 1nst~ot1oa. Au the ~ n?!.__,_ 

4evtl 1e 

vi thr'U t Ch:r1 t' s 

•tnough tb devils filled tbreatell to 
.ad 

fer Oo4 ha1ih will" hie tmth to 

trilDIPh tb 

aJ'Ad k 11'14%"84 tf. 
truth abideth still. 

11 80' •• * .... "God'. 

It 11 a.ll bea.uti fully pu.t ~ lluut yet cleld' eno11gb fol" 

a :peaaut 'to uDd.ereta:a4. 

ty fortress ts our 004, 
A ~ark neY9r 1! : 
Our helper he, o14 

Jtort11t.l s • 
J'or at1ll our aaoteat foe 
Do see~- ue ; 
B1e or&ft &ad power are great. 

1 tl':. Cl'U b& te 1 oa earth le Mt b1a etpal. • 

•otd. w ta our on e"tr•q;tb confide, 
Out etr1v1ag wo~;ld loa1a;; 
Wezoe not the r1pt llirla oa our eicle, 
7ht1 Jha or Oo4'• on ottoo•iag. 
Doat a.ak who tbla.t •r b6Y 
Christ eue, tt is be; 
Lord. S&baoth 1a • aame, 

the aa:ma. 
Aa4 he auat ~11l the battle. • 

thi• uorlci, wi'th 4.ev1la f1lle&, 
\Utdo us; 

•• w1ll r..ot rear. for Go4 bath 
a t~th tr1uapb through us. 

prtace of d&J'n••• Ida -
t:re11ble not ro,.. 

Hla we O&D """'~~"' 
lo h 1• ~~~ 
little WDr4 aball t•ll k1•.• 



-

1 ..... .,1.-;ySb.!E ,., a Pgnlile:tt.f!J· 

tbe oaueea of' the Refor1m1.t1on'• auoceae 

optat,oa. Aa it was, 

pr1at•4 wrks 

• 

of 

'by h&A4 he 

of publto 

d1atr1buttoa 

to aoqpalat 

ttenoe~:a. 

ot t'H 

1 41eaen.atoD •t th 



aixteen prlntera 

life 
1 ~ aDd 

tbe tiw,ta_ t 

t 

up wta 

of bia 

ttou, bia 

lapse of 

mental vt tali ty of tlae 

about hba. &n4 o11e 

r.• a 

, fto t by e 0(1 rea • 'but 

• A. the tr~cts whtcdl 

l tc 1598 wrt tt~n by Lu tlter and. biG aea-

tes e .~ 11 of 403 printed wort• from the 

flight other reSllaa, a:nd uong his tlOJJ-reltg:1oue 

wr1 t1nga wa tl'tO etr1otly em.tcJ.tt1on~,l wri tt~~P. •ne 
Aldel"'!en on 

their «m•equent cheapuae. 

rapidly printed., were easily baued abOut, 

1. Catalogue o.f tra.otfl 
(1511-1598) Aberdeen 
Lord CT111.wfo'l'd. 

3. I'bi ... 
a. 3. B .B&llletUJQJUr ;trha.t 

is conteJJpo:ru1ea, 
Preea .. Prtntely printed by 

r, If. Y. 1117. 



t-.-
+ 
\0 

sold 

not • 

• 

l folk 

e<a.:rca$11 ~ ae ae pll!li& pecple. 

t\$4 d •~1. single amall 

tutb.er tb:a.n. l Aqu1naa.•1 

!be wtde 1 iet 

illustrata<t a let !'9081 

Oerm~ft cltr 4. 
• 

FebNa.t"f 14,1 • 
• 

"Bl&a1ua n1ue a tei:ps1o, )p,ft • ~eme 
your he t la.at J'ra.nkfo:rt P.S.tt, 

tthe CH#Irt 'book-M&J"t of 0er11dJ Which !t.S th •re a:pp;rr;yef. 
1 I ly esat 800 

ooptet~ to J"rGoe aa4 S:pata; tbeJ' -.re 8014 at Pu:ta and an 
even &pproved. by do of tb~~ ; fof' 
eoae of tlle 110et lo~ed eay tl!at they haft b1 th9rto mla•d 
uc se ipture eae that you 
ahow. 

, ~ "' er most leaYI'.Ifl4 
1181l 11 oae 4evoie4 to the Jlaeee,. 1\&e ta.ktm a good pat!"t of JOU 

e It:Uy et:r1ww oi t1~:h1. 
•We baD exported. ycur books Brabut and Eagld4. We 

only n 300 oc~ to arias• ••• We 
sold out all these books es:aept 10 cot> tee, tse'¥8r remem'be:r 

l.. of oonte.mporaJ>lea, 
i . . 

3 .. Lettar,C.Canttuncula to B.Agrtppa.froa P.S.itll'a,wther'• 
Yol 1 Plllla 1813 

J.. , Z'let1aa l61'Y,!aeuae. t.r. liU 
4.Lu:llla7'• &..aa'N'tM ,A et1t•? l~<t~"'•· !9wttt''h anut ~t"ac-., t'H. 1'1l•l4 'tlr 



Pap 71 

!'lae •••• ot Lutu:r '• ui ttage ,.., a.e rapid u 1 t •• 

wide.. Ia 1517 at the tia ot tbe ,po•tiq of the tuaea 

r..ae~ .._. ~oelJ ltao• ostelde of llle illd41ate aatg:b

bos-boocl, tat bJ 1631 offtet&l oo.mplatat was _... to 

Cudtn&l Wol_, S.. Eql&Ul4 •that the Ualft~al t'J of Oafoftl 

1e lafeote4 with the he:reetee of l.u.tMr., 41wra etudeate 

ha'f1.11rr a s-a.t 1'lWibar of booke of the aid penerae f.lonrt• .. • 1 

-, = :: mr:=.a:: &""" at ltaSMr'a 'frptJ.AIIRI ot 

Pro• tlle akadpobt of the educator, eapec!allJ the 

reltglou.a em.u.•tor. Lutller1 s truelatloa u4 POJBlutaatton 

of tJMJ 8or1pt.na et&ad. ~r the top of tlae llat of hl• 

edlloattona.l •.otd.eve•ata.. 14ucatloaallJ hie Scriptural 

trualatioaa ue of lntenat beaau&e th8f rewu .. 

eoholuahip of tu tra:ftelatt'%' , a.a4 oa account of the part 

pla.,.d by tiM Btbla ia U. &4Y~~~D.,_nt of tile eduoatioa of 

the Geb~U people. 

1. lirtl &i.Rt&EHtf af .LvJIJ!r'a 111 •a-1! · 
Oa tile 3lat of September, l&al, on the atnete of 

Wt tteabers ther~ ~LPPe&red. for sale an edt tloa of 3000 copiea 

of a book wi the staple inaoriptton, ttftle ••• 1'eatauat -

0.J:11a:D7- Wlttenbers.• !be copies aol4 to:r a florta apteoe, 

whiob •• about te .. oo. Ia a eho:rt t1• the f'trat e4lt1oa •• 

ao14 out completely. •A eecon4,. third a4 fourth tollowe4 

uatll by the J'G&r 1633 sewnwea e41 tiaaa JM4 beea pr1ate4, 

aacl sold. at Wittaabera, t'bll'teea at hcabeJ'C, twlw at 

1, J.ll ltuzta, Oburoh BletoQ' 1'ol II 1 tV. Y. .18 8!J. 



.._.,. 
B&sle, oae a.t Erturt, oae -.t Oria~.&. o•• at Retpato, aD4 

tld.rteea at ltra.a - 58 edtt!one ta 11 ,eue. holl •• 

the g:reeq Oen~•• deYOU:red. tile 

the lortptu:rea. • 1 

This 1-.J"p d.emaad tor bta Sortptuft.l trattslatlons •• 

by Luther ad lie •••4 dubious u to Whetlu'r Qe 

were really able to absorb properly tba ~4 wrtt-

1ft18 a.a they raptd:lJ e..- ott the pnee ta qutok m~ooeeetoa. 

Be aatA:•Before I tranalate4 tile Sew ,._ataaeat out of De 

Creek, all lOJliK for ltJ nea lt •• doM thetz loD~CiDS 

eoaroe lasted tour weeka. ftlea they d.ealHd. the Book• of 

lfoeea; wbea I tranalatftd \beee tlley had enough thfJt-eof la a 

Jthort ttae. After that thfJy would have the Pauaa; of theae 

it will be 

w1 tb tbe Boot of looleetaattoaa whloh the7 DOw loA~ fo:r, 

atd &bout 'ftioll I ha.ftt tatea areat pataa. All ta a.ooeptable 

uatll our pc&d:f bl"ataa be eat1ette4; atterwude w let tlltace 

10 a.D4 Met after the •• .. • a 

tlr Prev&aM• OfDM law 'fea~J!!I CPBN'•J& wtS' JtaSJ&t11 '· 

Pri Lut:h•r'• tr~el-.tton, there bafrt>eew otlller 

Oe!'liUUl edi ticns of the lew Teat.~nt. Bat tuae traacdattoae 

h~ been n1 tten in :a.n Llllt1ntae4 Ger~~G lfblcb •• at 

t1118S SO 1nt:r1aate ii.B to be UB1rrtell1~1ble. 3 Oon•qaeatl)' 

the publ1o had. act :respoa484 r~a41ly efta where QeJ' algbt 

have h•d tuD.i ty to rea4.. But Ll'ltller gripped tbe popa].ar 

l.W.Ci.rloe !lu'\?a,Lt:re liJt4 ttaee of Lutller, I'.Y. 1886 
a. Lutbar' s *fable '!alt. 
3. A.C.lltG1ffert, JI.Luae:r., the aaa 184 Ilia won, I.Y. 1910 



Pap fS. 

Latta 1\llpitl, Dkl118' tile GehUJa nallJ a •aol14haa4 , .... ._ 

latloa, LuthBzt wt tk Ilia ooamu4 of tht~sk t~"&n8late4 etralgllt 

h'oa the Ol"1atael.. Be t~ate ••• &ble to brea."Sl\e a pstae 

hnao aptrtt aa4 8\J'l• 1ntc lda wor:t. Be mew the Bible • 

be Ell81f a.... -· DeW 

d;ay· biB Gen~&ll 

comiJ,tu tlle two. and. to 

iu.Hs stand. ae a olaasto. He lla4 

a oo~~Baa4 141oru.tlc, I"&CJ ~ oclloqut G.~n-. seldca 

equ&lle4 a11d Dever aurpasae4. 13 

a. d.1ft1cult 

ga11e hlm 

ex,perteftctu •J.11.a! Wbat 

u4 lm!tate the MO&Otoaoua. o41oua or, of tlle Otlotoo.• I 

I• Jlle vuelatlo:a of the whole Blble wht dl -.. flatabH 

1a 1834:1' wtb!.tl' ooat111WI4 llis J)l\laataklllg Mt1l04a. Ire u4 

•el.aohthca together 

tor ex-&otlJ the rlsht 

Luther ~lnlaced tb 

t:rnoou:aG4 ao ,.. 

tor a certain pae•ase. L&ter 

uul Jlei:lllJlobtboa, Uti Aurogullua, 

1. & .. c.•oes.tfert, lfart1n Lutller 
1'. V. W. Lu the:r on 

s. Ibt4. 



'Pap,. 
t. ft'tf:jf£1#~ li:t!t' ot JtBPJet'• taa•laStu 

Lutlle% _. aaptr to han hie fellow CO\lDt1711e'A atu4J 

the Bible. Ia certa.la porttoaa. b7 meaaa of ._..,.,,rt••• 
he atro•• to tnat:ruot :fd;,&dera eo tllat the Bible would pro'ftt 

a real eaatc~. la tba preface to wu-toua Y01UIIi8a oa 

dlfferemt po:rttoaa of So:rtptu:re,. Lather 118'W1Lll7 11lcl114e4 

brief ageatioJUI oa bow to proo8N witll tll8 atady of t!le 

~terial uDd.e:r cocait.tera't1oa. A \JPloal 1D8.._ ta 

I 

PsalM ia wbtoll he sa14: "Before 

I would. 48&11'8 the :reader to 'beu ia 

ai.Jld. that \he Pa&lma ..... are fiYe 4iffe:rent kia4a: 

1. Prophecies; a. Peal:!',& which teach ua what we cupt to 4e 

&ad what we not to do aoool"tU.Dg to the law of Oo4; 

3 .. Ocnscla.t t 4. Supplicat-ion; 5. !lu,aka~iVlDI• lCDOwiag 

the• ve th~ Paalu 1e a great help not oal.'f 

thea. • 1 

but to the peroe 1 vi 'DC of th ell' 

thea in aamol"f. an.d to the perfect 

Koreo•r Lu~he:r1 a t~alatioaa were eduoa.tlonal ta 

effeot BOt OP.l7 lMIHl'tUae of their tea.ch1ag ftlua. t.ut aleo 

for 'lletz- oontribut1on to 11'tera.tura. Ia p;lbl1all1q bte 

uw e41tion of tlle ltble. Luth'9r 1w1 not oalJ pven the 

o a. H11poua book. 'but be also ba4 at~d.iae4 tll8 

• He uaeui 1 t u 1 t bad. ••r beea 

11884. p wa.a one of tbe founder• cf O.rmo 11'-rature. He 

1. Luther'• Preface to hia Jlaau•l of tbe loc't of Peal••• 
t:rtt.aa. bJ Henry lole, tendeD • 



direct l'Rulila grlp u4 

!8 l'UUI 

a Ye:raion of the Biole 

Cathol1oiea tod.ay •oott• 8 

eY14ezu.- polata to the fa.ot 

at lea.a t they were uak:nofill voluae 1n. 

toap•. 

M:atae:r, to hia 

DO't BUJ y-.:z a 

ilftOJ'&n.ott. 

JXiUISCUJ-4 OM Bi 

et forth) but 

'b1•••4 wl tb euolt an 

there ton 

&114 tile eue 1 

tatia 

-· bl1~·· aal 

tt" bad. 

truly und.e:retood aa4 

tb tb&t- •• , 

we bea.r•.• 3 

~ deetre of an4 •tudJ the Bible 

in their owa had a. meat beneficial ettsct on the 

obtld ot 

aisteath 0e1"111aDJ'. •It' a eduoat1e.U ef.feot !a getti:ag the 
4 

._8888 to J'ead aDd 1'8fleGt IRUJt h&'t'll baeD ll"eat. tt 

1. L}'D.D lluold. Boug:b,A 11v1ag book in a liYlng ap 41 '1.Y.1911 
a. of. e&tholto lncyolol*U&. oa -Lua.:r•. 
3. Lutlun.·'• pret&ce to b1a Jlaau&l ot tile Boot of Peal•, 

true. by Benr,. Cole, Lc84ca, 1187. 
6,. l .. P. Grana, Btet. 'hue .. , Yol II, I' .. Y. 1911. 



1. IJA•Uow Vuaa ot lsQIE'I Q&bcJ&tiU· 

· LuGa:r t:raaelated. tbe Soripmn• tor a HllCS.ou• 

Pli'PO•. tbo\llll they ha4 a 41J>eot ed.ucatloft&l eft<~ot UWI'

ibeleaa. Bowewr. in &a. effort to -.ppl•••t the Bllde. ald. 

•tor tur'&lles- 1aat111ot1oa of tile people whoa he fomaA eaeeed-

1nsl.Y terao:raDt, Lua.r produoe4 in 1139 t-wo oateeblae. o• 

for aa.lta aa4 oae for oblld:rea.• 
1 

Lutb.ar ., creat •tore by the Catecbl• aa4 eola.nd.: 

"be Ca.teold.aa ia the first and aost larortaat iaetnotioa 

tol" oh1ldJ'88. O.uoh1sat1oa ought to be p:raotloed. 411tpat1J 

It, ••e:rJ ~at at hou awl bJ ewry ptt.Stor ia the Chti:rc. 

lo o• oaa beoo• •aster of the 'Whole Catechla (aote: he 

refers to '\he Luge Oateat•) aad hhoe all t'be •abe:ra of 

the oma:rch ahoul4 ooDt11Bl8 to atudy 1 t. Let ao oae be uht&tled. 

of 1 t bu. t &dlle:re to 1 t ateadta.etlJ, for 1 t aat re.U.a &114 

a.tta.la \he a.acendAlnoy 1D tile Ohus-oh, thoucll all e&Jtt.ll 1184 

bell rap qa.inat 1 t. • 2 

The hall Oatacbt•, written eapeo1ally ._. ohild.l'ea, 

•ooat&taed. 11. aoet beaut1f•Jl 8'Wilt&rf of Clr:r1at1a faltll .ea4. 

oonoiae u to be •~ally uad.eratood. aad. maonsed b'f 

every ob114. • 3 

It wa.a tll,roup. inatNotton aD.t esa~~i~M.t1on oa the 

C-at~ chi am t:t:u~t Lu tber espeote4 the church to relJ' for 1 ta 

specific religicua laatructioa, aad. he oouaeelled.: •S.bOa• 

very little edl children leara little tberebf; lt 18 

•ore needful that they be tGsllt a.ad ell laatncted f-' 



Pasen. 
b.eud aad exatae4 eat 

they h.::tYe leuaed.; thie 'flla.'f proftte ·~ll; •tta Ye'I'J •ar.t••• 

wt verr aeoesaarr. fU pe.:ptete aucb pu•• eo tllat 

:r are neglt~ote4 toraatn. • 1 

L'llther'• 

iaetruotioa 

preae4e4 

ia•ha.a tor•tt tile baeta of reltgtoua 

rcuth eV.a etnce.. 1fl·u,•gb t t aa 

t\9;teohl81UI• wth•r1a 41&pl&ced thh all 

less than extrUcrd1nary.. Rltob a 11 ttle bock as thia it S.• 

that reveals most clearly tbe tJ'1lltte ot the maa. • 8 

~1~-eea. His 

on *'the neoeasl 

&114 go lac oYer 

cowa1tte4 

I. 

f Al 

oatech1e strongly buJ!ata 

prtuJluly the ••• form of 1101'48 

c•r thn ~in Utd -sata, util they an 
I 

&SIIel'J Ul4 well uBderatood. • 

of 

1aa> V. 'fhe S..or ..... at 

part Lu tbe7t eapl&a

by tn.-1biftSt •Ia 

rm iD 1 the bead of the fu1ly abould tea6 

thea to his househcld.•4 

7be L'\l'gtt , Ybi oh ue ~* fil"st one nt ttsa., 

111 a •oonttJW.oue expoat ratber thm ' oa.teohla, ad l t 

ia DOt 411'1Pd --!'8j Ml'eO'nl' lt p-ew 

1. Luther' a Table 'talk. 
a. A.a.lloGi:tf'eJ:t.. M.wa.•. 
a. '• 1aa11 C.tees•. 4. • 

•• a.a4 • wo~k.,'l. Y .lftO 
ptdt.b,. Llltllena hb.to••r,Pidla 

~-



Pa,p fit. 

t~pther UDeu1 table 

'for the J:aatJ\totton of tbe youar. • 1 Jince the S.all 

C&techtas soon follond tt. 

It wae the hall. Oatecbte• 1fhj.oh hd tbe peawr e4u.._ 

O:reet, 

Lutherae 1o 

have bad e. wider olr~l& t1on tllan ~t.ay c ther book except the 

Bible. I ftt:rty-eeYetl re~r• after 1 te &Ppft&J'~Me 

lfattheaiue •~J'• 1 t b&t! reaoJ84 a J'c:Nla.tl~a of O'Nl" 100,000 

and Wide 1111 t'!r&OJ'. 

Dootor Beaff oommente oa tbe Saall &teo'td• •• 

followe: 1 •It •a1'1ta an epoch in tlM htatcrt'Y of reltgioua 

1natnotioD •••. ,.. As 1 t left :fa!' b~html all foner catecht-.., 

1 t has ta 1 te otm or4er of esoe11eaoe aa4 u.Aef'ulaeee 'ftewt:r 

&loae would. J•n~t'M tmaortal1M4 hta ae oae of the Sh'&t bene-. 

faetore of the hu~ r~t.ee. :rew books ha.ve eli ct. ted acll 

eathuaiaetto prat••, 

a4aii'8J'8.• 

people a atua~l 

11 q,nd work. 

l. Phil 
a. tbtGt. 
a. lo14. 

tor aanr 

Lutiler•s 



• 

if 

l:xu;der 

It ia ofW. 

;pcaed. aa a 

ollarpe 

e religicuo. ednoat1onal aB4 

polt 

rers are 

•••• 
in Lutber'a 

When 

hi a 

, •tab, ee 

aore poisonous 

.. 

• 

"tat. 

PN3t~-

a thout blae. 

!hey ~dalt 

expreae1oa 

there 

love exprea.ct 

Pe&aant•• Revolt 

publtely, 

4erel1ot th~D & ••bellioua ..a.•1 

not lift him out of 

''m1 Jl'l.D '"'P&l' t fJ>OB 

l.I'.I.Bojd, t. . 'a --~.· 
S.Atla .. Qttat., Yol 17 ,pp .. 18-3l,lJ18, (Ptlb ... Dal'h:all•B• C.) 



a.nd I 

Pap80 

Our ata.nda.:r48 'ftil7 ta tHee 

6Bl'lt1lr:t. ttoaa. 

Re1B!'ioll Rob- eqe 
1

: 

ba.ok 400 yeara aa4 eee tJI&t tile 

ill hie n-ttlDg& wae Dot at all a.t 

of 

Luther ou the &roun4e 8: "'Tilat na pro4tral 1D ottea-

atYe apt 'tilet&i kiDga ~ prela.tes ctora dike used. 

.. 

not 

t 

cb11 

0 f a buM i 8 ~UftUI1Dg Ul4 la

Sh:lk81p8~r8 uu1 Baa Jlaeoa 

tieD.. ~.,. nre all de flat 

1f&e rourh an4 e-.neat.• 

tera '-'~" reacly to polat out tllat 

des~ct t~ the l.._a.p ot 

'bemaelvee copntly. Bear, 

·~nr('lne to le.y hie hu4a oa a auacl• 

letters and •r1t1nga ot Igaattu• 

ref(\ne:r t:Jf tbe 18th oeatu:tr. • 1 

4 : •I a gla4 of tile oppOr. 

ot publicly aUd tttag the t:tutlt of tile 

in tr1cn.tly eptrtt by a hoteataat 

ht while t~rt1&lly 

t1notly a.tUMirt 

1. Ligllt of Btrcttat Be.uoll.I'.Y. 1818. 
I. Bfua.ona,. LJ.Pta of H1atory • Vol III J.:r. 1816. 
3 .. w:t'-r • owa •••-•• ooao.~r~ll£ h1e teaol'dag Ul tt• 

nalt•, l.t. 1884 • ....,.,_ _ _... . -· .. ~ ... ~· 



,._ 81 

ble witb tile api:rtt of a the refor.z. t..the:r 

51'pilt.G&aa h1auJ~lf 1a 9\llprt ty in lda famous trOI't ·~laat 

ot Roae, 1ruJt1.tu.Wd b7 t DeYtl•, Pibl1allef. 

on~ "to bts 4eath ..... lvea $.1ppoa!q hotee._ 

a wa& rtcht lto Ohuroll ••• w:rot~~. •* 
....... 

of 

&4m1 tttas hie taperfoet1one, a.n inol11184 

th P•fo:rae:r. 

apeak a &£tel' tate f&8h1oa: •t.uthe!' !lad t» 

tiaea .usa.a1t~~lJ' aoe.r•. .Aad. he !Ddul.-a ta & qaalt ty 

oh 1a quit. truJODGei"'&ble 1» our aore ret1oeat 

aae. lR tb1at'ac of thta we ••t r-.ber 

oeaturr •• nt:'t chuaote:rtaad by a ohaete aa4 

ret1neasat. Sbateepeue•a pla.y• when aet 8X:JQrg&t84 
1 

startle ua ~ite the .... taehtoa as aoee Luther.• 

But 

. . 
~1• interpretation of Lutler 

hu~, thie hero ot oure, tie~ 

.ou•, lovable •t th&l, ea.:rmhearte4 

ot contl'ad1ot1oaa,he bad 

o t· ,cudua, &84 wJaat Jae W&8 Jle 

ea.1d. thou t concealaent or . 

1. A 11 v!.ftg took ta a 11 Yin~ age. I .. Y. ltl!. 
a.. Jla:rtln Llltl"n', .-.n &D4 hi a t~Crk. li. Y. 1910. 



e&aily f.ftlt a willow or a bf,.zel ~4 th •1 t:readler t:Jaif•, 

at fo't a. ~ oa.k a ..a wst use • axe. • 1 lu.f. on a.notller 

ocoaa1cn-.. now; •I u &COQa.-4 'to uae •ey eewre 

laapap 1a .,. ul itag, ia ttlle palp1 t 1iD4 1a tile lecture 

room, but Qed. knowe that my Jleart 1& n.ot 81 tter or eaYtou•. 

nor 'Y11u11oative to•ud fill eMm1es. • 3 

Jloi'IIOfil', Lather pi'OaOb$4.: "ht 80- may say. OA8 fto 

ia eu111 1• ao the ••111 o God.; tor be 4otll m&B'f tbiap 

aN7'8.iiples.s1ng to Qed, th&D tlley a.re lmp1aua to me; 

u:ust I low 1s a. traaagresaor an e1111 peraoa ! 

I anawer, we &H 1 traae~r"rGIUaorsJ and do things 41 ... 

beoa.u.se &J rusipbor is evil 1• oa• 

t1J love be extea:led. toward hi:m. • .... It . 

bim through low • Ca.t he •1 repeat an4 eeoa.pa pm1eiuleDt. 

I ••t not IDe aa ..._, to ala aor 4o hlm evil in any ••neJt; 

for DO profS. t -o1lld redouad. to so therebf, and I should. 

eert&i Dly be 11&48 ao better, 'b\t t ehoul4 ll&ke hill worae. • 1 

Ya.cing tbe queation ot:<tnlJ, thetGfoll"e. we t 

Lutl'ter 1 e om48Deaa Ul4 J"&ahaeea. He••: he was new!' lewd. 

for 1 te oq ~, nor cUd, he uae 184eco:rous ptt:ra.•• to~ 

beea q,ti te unoone01oua 

would g:rea.tlJ 

l.Bympostum on Lutbe:r 
fl. Y. lov. 1883. 

of 

• In l't &11 

wro:Dg and prob&'bl7 

aell'tui'J 

I. J. T\ttQ' .ll.Luttaer a a beacdle:r ,we. ~at. 'Vol ae. 1888, 
a. Ienon oa I 71a.l: .... f.h.'D.bJ R .. Beatl8J 1n hleotlen ot ••t oelel:J:rate4 a.n10n• 'b7 Lut~&e:r u4 C&lvia,.W.T. 1811. 



1· .£7QUl'IIW 11 Pltt f~Q •· 

ftls eo•olu4el ou:r &U.auauu;ton or tbe ebaanels tbroup 

oioll •rtia Lutller' a eduoat influence fouul! azpre•stou. 

0\uf P'UQOM ba ben tc qgeet tile 41ftereat aa:r-ote ll1a 

wrat1le O&I'Ser tth:loh -~ bla a.a teaob1nc •«ta. throuaJl 

ch lle reaobe4 hie fellow Qe~a, bia oo:ateii:FO:r!U'J 

•orld. posterity. 

,.,. .. ewata tb:roup •htoll tbe ReforMr pasee4 to;rme4 

a eomp:rebeaa1w canY&S, &Ad ou. it M ake\clled ln bold. 

w.-~L~ &a ~ crayon rd. ollll 1ae1ght aDd 1n1 ti:t. t1Ye. 

011 th 1 e C3'tl'llJ.8 ~ ae a 

la.d4eoap~~ w Luther 

an unaa1;1 

aoae 

C' ticuu• with oae broad .nep; other fe~t\urea he ch~4 

aks in new were tel)' nn 

it 



~II" LYDP' I :ru:mu: Ql !J)UCAf£01. 

la$U£1Uilr;;, 
Aa haa tsea eugp5't54 1'$J)$a.te4ly !!8 papa, l.u.t!ael' 

neYer eonst4en4 btaself pr1~te.r117 .I!Ul tu 
ieobnic&l aerwe. Ae a ntonser of reltgtoue fat tl! lW 'felt 

l!taeelf 4lY1NJl7 oalle4, bat t:a fisl4 of eao.tJ.oa 1'* 

d$pea4ed on a 11 tara te, tntelltpat 

laity, l.utbflr n• tol'oe4 iato tb8 ftsld ecluoattoa. 

Aa lone ae a. people oannct Had, tile Ptble le aa 

; &e long as the ~ ts untntell1gtble. 

4epea4emt on so• oae elae for their content 

1a !n3ectton of a. tbi peraoa betnn tile 

God waa tbe ~a.1aat cb Luthe&-

th detar•taa.t .. !he ~1n1nrsal pr1esthoo4 or 
waa & etrine. 

!U faot t.u ther w~~ only eecoad-.rily a.a eaO&tor 

expla.lae 1'$J tkere a1ra ~ur.t!Ult f h wTi tt!lft .-orke 

48vo t4'4 to the ·~,~~,~ But the fact 

th11\t tuaer wae tatereated ~t1ghtily 1n ae a 

:reentoroe.-t to bta reli why n 

fht4 ~~t peat deal of Luttu:u·•a , oonYer11at1one u4 

ntnc n.,;gest1ons whioll we na cull &1l4 

ao a.e 

A aide s __ .,,, .... ott sta.~ta on ~Jduc~ti.:'a• there 

Lut.b:!'~ 1ealli8 and 'WC!'k wbtc!a 1mp11cl tly 



rew&l Ilia attitude towazd ~d.ucatioaal thet>rJ &114 praot1oe. 

Before tatlas liP Lutber'a more 4eft1Ute, elQ)lictt eta.t8JII8ate 

oa •••tlo•. turefor:.'• a ehall coutur • 1••• d.eflmte. 

but aoaeth•l•• laporuat 1nflueaae which he had lapllot tl,.. 

la ·:n. laarb:M! at Puiz !7t•DME1DI t]l! CbllC 

Upon- ohil4na Luther l&Tlebed p-.t affeottoa. •Luther 

eta.nda alou of all public •• ta history fer hie teater 

.,_atirf wttb ob114boo4. • 
1 

Lutlaer u•n.elf a-.rnlled. at tbe pip a child.'• lo98 

t~e••d. oa Ilia o•a lite. Wh•• 11 ttle Zliaabetll. bla aeoou 

cb114 4184 ia lataaor. he mourll84: •Ky 11ttle dAu8bter 1e 

lett •· ....... 

l cot.tl4 aot belt••• that a. f&thlll" 1 
• aoul b!9.W been ao 

ten4er to\t'&l'd lila child.. • 2 

A t;,1t.B whO •• thus reaponatw to ebild fe would. 

likely tJd .. at <'f tht:" ohtl4, a• 41d Peatalo"'z:l for 1netaaoe, 

• 

wtth1rt 

1g9noe. 

r.v .. 1. t the:r w·~• a 

1n t inat:tuctors themeelwa to 

~ illlUJtraW.j Luther's atll.tsMtlt: 

t1e •1 Ul the (cbild.rea) ent~r into their 

pl&J".• 3 

l. J .B .. B..aayaoi",Wh&'t the WOI"l4 pea Lu-.J",I,.'f .. 1817. 
Sptpoat• 011 Lutller 'by Parol••••• of Uaton 'ftleo.S.111UJ. 

I. ht!u~~ oa laaMtioa.. Plll:fa_ _ :t•~ l'oY • 1181. I. t .. 



How auob he •Pl'reotaied 'he nlue of ~b1ldhoo4, aad. 'how 

he b....,lle4 tbe e\trreat 4tanpr<t tor ch114 perso!l&li ty 1a 

nrt'fuued. bJ tuther•a eo.-trt: "Btlt the aa.d. tb.lag is tllat 

1 of tu:l 11 ve as 

tb 

for 

no d11tgence. t1• 

oh!ld.r$&, • 
1 

On anctber 

of ohtluea. 

elelll8fttvy educa.tton aa4 hopes to make a oontrU:mttoa thereto 

bu aa taVJIIl~l• a.eaet if he eatiaa.tea chtldhoo4 at 1 t• 

t1:'cle wort~~&. Luther thea. though he oe,...1Bl7 eoul4 110t »• 
p&tute4 eYeD &n ele-.t&l"J 8XU~1aat1oa 11'1 ao4am obild. p~~JeJiol

og. ha.d thta bll.ato.•••at1al lew for old.l4Ha. Bia whole 

private life ia ottea explicit. an4 alwar• lt~pltcit proof or

tbta fact. 

I· fie laRP:rlaDt! g' tbl familia 
Cloaely allied to LQther's ••aluatioa of oblldboo4 ••• 

rt 
eelf the P.~fo~r auea: What 

1. '• t to lftiyors Ctttea 111 
hbalf of Cbrt•tt.a saoo •• 

J. r. V.I • .Paint("r • Lutber oa. tton. Phil&, 1889 



la a. ct ty ctber 

Oi ty 

faail'Jt .. . . 

lectton of 

there ie ne 

. b&<lly brolJ.Bht up. aub,eote J 

masttt'l". 

In tlde eul year 

the import&lloe 

ift 8t!'1 et J~,OOQUil t 

a:u.\f. • 2 

And. 

tutbel' 

l.. • • Let tat 

wa of 

1 d 

leb&lt of ~1et1e loboole. 
Ib14. 

th• ltk• nea.4. • 1 

1987 Luther' a ., .. , ..•. 

the 

s t~ tem6nt have todqt 

ot 1 t, o:r would 
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to iae\No" • chilaea 

i a in the ao apel so th-.t · be 11a7 

Cbria1,bfla. But maaf enter the a'k.te ot 

tbemnl ftUI they •~;n·~ u.tterly 1 ~eteat to 1luttmtct their 

1 ildren.• 

th :rel 

of 

s tn.tntac 

life. 

LuthaJ"':e Ov'O"fln.•satioaa a.a4 in h.ia u1 tinge b)' 

e:lthat' purponly or lne:l4eata:.ly .a4e euggestloae 

Luther' a Talt.e Talk llbicb Oulyle oha.l.'otertze4 as tbe 

st inte:Netiag of all P!'OC8eding fs.-oa wtller• fur-

n18bea & fertile f1el4 for soov6ring tbe real ~tb••· 

tua.r ..... eduoa.tcr cu ulve ltato 

lite &ad.. work a.n4 the effort wt 11 ao t 

• 



note espna ... 

ly 

a.s a. le \he 

ia 

oittes ...... of cartatla.n sonoole. Ia 

l of the 

leth.ug 

"if th&J were de 1n eattneat to •••n 

bl••aedll6ea o t thelr ch tb.,. cou14 

not loae 1nWH&t ill edue&tlon. • 

YnereUJ!Cft Luther reBittds Ohr1a~1aae ot their duty to 

0d\1C'1t8 th8 VA•>ftN~' 

1a ' 11atter 

Luther 

~u' ae tbe 

wc;fM!:m, bet1ee 

1t 

i 

form oura~l?ee.• 

118 tb eft y· 'f'O n'""""n '" 

8&f')" to & 

ing, "ff!r the rt~bt instruotir-n of ycutll 

Cbr1at and •orld are .• 

b1s fellow Pro at~nt~ the •• ,. 

m intel men ad 

ad 

~ t~l!lfOtJ' 

1f1M &114 

: 

., • . . . we 

•a tbeoriea &e 

that 1& hie 



'lt!lch would fit tbea for &oM later •oca.t1on. 

The Letter coacluta. wl•h a refer•noe to •teaobera ~ 

tio:n 

$ 1:n L~tia. Creak. 

beat and IDOSt 

Gerl'l&.n• 1t.Cd Latin. Ia tlle 

as are ueeful iriag the 

• 

Al rm'ln. 

In 

of Oerma.a'J' this sermon in 

congrega.t1or.~e. !hia ierf"..lOil 1s 11.u:sh loqGr 

1n its 

• 

1 .. _r.v.w. ef 

• 
it l 

tefjt.at ohu~•• 

before all 

the Lethr 



fte ftrat of alone 

•&ptr1tual Benefit or In2ury 

&1\4 PJ:'·~IJA~n; • .. ,. .. 

pea teet on earth ill 

• • 

the 

t 

r it ie • 1: 

Pap 91 

the pnacn 1a tl Ued. 

people to 

•ho dll beoo• 

1 e no •ore preeteua 

a pious, faithful 

o tber teaporal 

a frni t of the 

that t 

p repa.ft eoaa 

t:rn.ine4 ex-

e•~ryone 18 

c.e (~in1atry), 

or 

eh1ldN11 of 

te 

cter for 7ourae1 vee how aany paetorates, 

orttoea are 4~117 beeo•tag ~~t ..... I like 

eere ill tbree yeara w a:re 

Nxtoas! If we rem&in idle, 

tim~la.r do not eee to it th$j.t 

\Uiift 

if tbe princes la P&~"

or 

• and 

will be ~~U.dh a 

t· oi 



tph8 

· •Yempo rl\.l 

•egleot of 

Luther n1 

1 

God 

Pap Ia. 
OOftO!l'J'tlUt 1 teel f ri t'Ja 

ari the 

s•. ! f n l1aTer J:¥. ci 1 

life, •••• 1 

,.,....._.,.,,tte4 itt• 

their eons foJt gc.ern.a\ 

works can you.r 410D. do, a useful 

will 

cUreot civil eerY1ce .an4. 

i 

'111 

ft •••• 

• • 

tt 



eon 

11" our 

rMGun 'in~.~ 

uen of 

But tbe 

att.- sobool 

aesu.re~ ~ • 

:r 

to 

Q.oes 

•I 

P&ge 91. 

t itt :rafiecta4 111 P•l"t of tb$ 

cut c 

for a time, you 

a. lol"d,. It wtll 

.,,. tll• ohil-

l'li'S{ 

not 

y 

tb 11\ 

f ing eh1l4ren to 

reat !!I; for Lutber 

civil au t1ea &rs 

eend their oh114rea 

a.s ar" s,i • .. . . 

first qu&rt~n~ of tbe 16th oeatuq 

t for many Oi~,u&ea; the -prla

so fa.:r ou tgrom the ecboole 

reepect for '' thttr tbe •tiho4 or 
1 In his •tetter to 

r raoc~!~ed that •tbrougbout 

a &re d.eolin.ing, the untveJ'el ties beoolllBC 

e Nined.• 

1iind ; , , on a teur of !.ruspeotloa 

l.ef p.S,.·.tt.;lj,!tdtl6-(,1J/,~ Nr 19t/. 



1 njthe echoole of 

of the 

h~not 

._,. of tile iastruotora wer*"J or 

tile feB Co----nta or Lor4 1s Prayer. 

'lhte dieorpmiaed. ay~tea, or rather lack 

tb 

hta belo'Nd. Ce~ 

Wftoked on mete of 

his oheriahed Retoraatton mov.meat 

, or of gettins a v1pz:-

enable 'D~t&.ea aa wll 

aa the elt te to recetw &t le~st 

•It Will 'be aft evtl <i&Y,. •ud he, •when 

lea.rn1JII'. 

(Genmmy 1 e) 

school a are pent tted to deoq, or tf they ebou14 ever be 

nesleowd or d1sp1ae4. • 1 

As 'to~ a. plaoe of eduoa t1oa 1n the propeee of the 

Refoftl&tloa, it reeolved ttaelf into the question of the 

lllJJOaalbtlt tJ' of foro1at; through refo:r.a a.a long ae ~wOplO 

la h1a •s.rmoa on the Dut1 of Send111g 

Sohcol• Luther bears in Rind the two-fold 

tlleaT It 

bat tne 

not, you 

of 

not 

wtthout learned., win and ptoua pecrplet• 

to 

can proT14e 

hla aoat., 

1. K.X1obele't.,Ltfe Llltller(as ut ttea by hitlaelt)Londoa 1818 
., a. P.httll,Ltfe aad ~ttera of •.Luther, 11. Y. 1911. 
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g. IM 1•4 pt !Qu~i.o; •1 IIDS19M4 1B WWM!l'' •S,titt!!f 

(11 tht Ja.DIIt Q{ JgQrp.»ft.t. 

the !urk:e~ w-.::ra Md floC~4a, 

i.on.• 

<a~ Sia of leg!et)tag Mvost~n, 

• ••• wll&t wauld 1 t aV&il if we peaseeaed aDd perforae4 

&ll alee. dd becaae perfect saints~ if ~ neglect tha' 

for which we chiefly live. nualy. to C~Ue tor the youagf 

In 'lll'f judpeat there ta DO otlltn• out~d otfaa• that ta tll8 

sJ.g)lt of Oo4 ac h~avilJ burden• the worl4, &D4 4eaerw:a nola 

h8&Yf chutiaea.at, •• the negleot to ed.\to~te obildnt!l, • 

ill ·IRMA&cu llue) I!Q m.• PH!Uata l•li•at. 
•Pareata aegleot th1a 41lt7 frt~• va.rlou.a ca.u.Ms. In the 

fint pl&Ot there a.re aoae •no lack piety • so ~ h&rdea 

tbeaeelYes aga,buat theil' ofteprtag aDd do nothing tor the~~, 

h tl'te •cclld lid place., the peat ~~&lortty of pa.reate are 

lUt<pal.1fted tor it, ad do not uad.eratqd how ohlldrn ahoul4 

be t&Ug:bt &.ad brought up. ID t'U tb1rd. plaee, evea .if ~ 



.. 

• 

• 

1 

1M~ ~tea est 

alAolee 

Pap 81 

b~- tc tiM 

•-••~• fo~ 

eohoole 

how 

to Co4 

t~&1M4 

f11Dot1oa 

I . 

iDtt1ca.t.e Lu~z·s #laaok of f1711P&thJ' 

eatering ~- ahorob, t .. ~sak aa4 file~ little 
• flral.V 



tbe 

Cbu:rolt of e<luoationa.l IIYB1iem of -'"'""'""""'nr.l 

Ro• the world owea a ®'tlt 1 ta part ia p!""3'~Je:rvlng the 

burst fortb 1 n the R9T1 Tal of &pl'}.'tk of 

!Aamtng • 

t1o:ru1: •ror tbe they '11&'98 

had. 111 o:b&rp, u •• put birds in a cage, eo tbey could 

acaJ"se. Whereto !'a a ought to 

tnow what. 1• aking place a:r:ow1d 

1 ao that you hold thea under 41&cipl1ne 

cf any 

to be 

of 

the worl4, 

teaoh thea 
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t1cn ~~.a 

eso aa4 the 

underata.ad1ng 

aa e:uliahtened. P:ro 

:in 

98 

be f11'11-

the hdde 

ibe 001111101l ....... 
ave Wbibh oaa oontr1-

B1Qlo auat promoted '

tiam. 
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na.A 

tbs eo&bbar4 

t 111 which 

1• 

:t. Tlat A,im gt Zeus"l' ~·n &i L}Ltllet !3Jt~. l.!&_ 

•· Ia t:r.wtais:ttwa.. 
n 1."',,~ ....... Le&rlltac 

ita wbea be ad.-

...... ··-· 
t, better Christ-

tter ei:tizena. 

1. Monroe, ,_xtb~ot 1n Htat. Eduo., W.Y. 1908 
a.cf ,.R.I'CbeJne £4gu, The Geniaa ot Prowatuti•#L$n4oa 1900 
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•• 

&It step WI ill tbe _., 1.w 

fo:r e4uca.tloa. lie saw edaoattcn a civic pu~-po• &lao. 
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!Ia .IQ~i't::'&!i1an .. 

It 1 
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to that. 
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•htch Luther 
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N.Y. ltlJ. 
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. • • .. I 

'ace 10•· 

expl&tll-

tbe 

no one 

Wllld. t.md.e»'ata.n4 thei1" .. Wbel'efoN 1 t is the atudy of 

th1n.s• aoh:tevea neul te. • 1 

In 

te the illR.I.IIfOK• a t.ione 

of stu.cly, Ia tha P.refaoe .a 

Luther not~ :po 

the Holy Bible•. In 

attemwt to n~ the principle 

OO_.Ddln.g .. 

1 .. (Clarity of thought) Implore 
araoe • 

1 t a well 

t1on of hie Bible, 

1n 

for 

• (Openalndedneaa) bring to it (study) iii. mild 
free no or atfeottone i. be say 

lla:ve entertained or enooura.ge4 .. 

3. ( of baotgrouacL) Be ehould diligently 
conalder, eapeci~a.11Y at the co~ntencement of each 

work, the , tiae, JMU•eoua;, otbe:r 
rcuAu!ltuoee; nay even the title of 1 f; 

therefore net 1 t 1D a cursory manner, but ~~ate 
1 t a matter of eubeequ·!U1.t :reneot • 

4.{Bbna14er&t1on , not 
objects of chapters, but of t~e boote 

taken •• a whole and generally consider the 
points 1 I have alluded, re&41 them atten-
tiftlJ ud repea.ted.ly; tor aothllll to 

tioB a. clea:r 
of " . ( or studied~) He ehoul4 

loot to the ob~ect of the chapter o:r aeottoa 
•~ it tlluatratea 

l. Cbnv•ra~ttona ltb Luther, trans. by P.Smitb &n4 H.P. 
Gallinger, atoa, 1915. 
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We should 
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la oasea 

of wor4a.) We 
Aal"IDlQ:S in wbtch 

tJ'. ) Obeaure, 
they both relate~ the 

co~. 

ea.me t1ae corree-
-·""u 1ft :r 1 ter&l HnM 

r co:nDeottoa f1th the context sbed nob 

O&tt.ca$ 

ie 

border of 

U7 eztel'lt .. 

O!':rtain other 

control, were 

e14ered lD •u•,.= 

Luther 

, • suppe:rt q4 

• the H w1 1 be coD-

1. 'fU beta.oa to luly cf Martin Luther' a Bible, 
ldlted by !.A.h&Cltd.a, Loadoa,l863. 



•• Dl l1MI gf. DJIDiPiiU. &1. YI-~~QS. 

104era edae&tlon whic~ tende 

aent al topt!atet" as a. a.sma 

Lat._r 

ahead of ooB!ItOa pMotloe 

eew:ritf' 

J lt 

15 ttmee la a atngle aornlftl, •~ 

later » coapl-.laed: •It 111 a 

oa aooouat se?8:re paai •""'!ll~,...iB 

pal"eata, c~lla 41a1Uce 

ptra1ah181lt as a means 

ip children, hut we 

; 1ti ta 

out 

eltte 
• 1 

" 

th 

folks to be84 their willa, even thought 1 t aosta labor &l'Jd. 

trouble ud le&d.l thnata and. blowa. •3 

•• nJ 4 

eenaatioaa and 4iaoomf~rt1ns feeltnge are 

neoeaeary in th" modern school, but the,. 

ar~ thezre a.a laotd.ent-.1, DOt as repla:r expezrtenoee, &rut 

aa oorreot1ve and 
4 

retr1 bu t1 Ye. • 

1. Henry K:vawr Jaccfba,hrt1n Lutiutr, Jl. t. 1898 
a. W .. Otllrlos lhl"ttn..,ttf" tf.mea of V .. Luthe W .. T. 1881. 
3. Julius loatl1D, Lift of wt;Jaer ~t ( tr'ma. fro ~) Loa4on 1813 
4. f I.Y. 



Pqe 108. 

IY14eatl.J' Luther •• aware of the follJ' of tl'J'lftC to 

ck1ldaoea will l"e~~&ta sodlJ no loasel" thaa tlte l"Or4 d.eeoead.e oa 

backa.• • 

eaoa. t loa 1 a 

!htt ts ,. natul"&l 

pupil or 

f&llea 

Luth -,r . , 

ch114rea. 

tea.ohera do not 

bew how ach 

prepuati.oa, aa4 

a eca:rot t7 of fl:004 books 

• 01Ye~N we h&Y8 
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........ 1 
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107. 

'bfteft &ble -

b&ft 

for.u-4 

~~·,"·~~ •••at1al 

11017 

laapa.pe .. 

or~ae:t, &.bl"eW 

the 

oon•1dertaa 

ror 

1. J' .. V. .Pa.tnter, Grea:t nc:ut.~to I.T. 1106. 
a. tiler•. Letter Al(UU11SD Of (len.A 

Cittes oa 
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9, Dl Slslr&aiu 11 lamJla!tf. llt tus~~tr. 

•.. latras&\\ali£Uh 
Lutber'a 1ntereat 1n 

t1oae to the 

ties. As to t~ 

t'oniculua, Vfe 
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cu.rrlcula lay not t10 auoll 

of 

tult&l. 

ot aerta1a sab,edte 
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If 
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3, Ht.sto:ry !., I.Y. 
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Be foua4 a tne 

"Ail4 Be b:rougbth1m 

otlout of 

P-ee 111 

etu4J' ta 

4elt~te flowel" 

oplsd.oa 

awlftly &round 

due llOM ~1;1,~1:;·""' 

t.h aat:roBOll'f, but 

ns• be aa14, J &nd. he -· 

totbing 11ore 
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for a pe~t 4el&l. • 

l. ther'• 
a. Ibt4, 
3. Ib14. 
4. ot. F.Y.I.,.tatel", 
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gift of God, next to theolotO", • .S.d. 

ob&np my little knowledge of B.udo 



'11th tbls foa<l.neaa tor au11o, aMed to •blob •• a 

D&tl• ••SRl abllltJ'~ Luther was able to appreolate 

aato• a pbJ'a.lolocloe.l !lad. payohologioal Yalv.ea, 

111. 

he 414 aot tllt.U of 1 t Sa those terae. He reoognt.sH mv.eto 

ae a uaaa of • 4rt vtng a11ay 
1 

~ heart;• oloeelf related 

fro• 

opinioa that ••to le a •po4 ut14cte acataet taapt&tioa 
a 

&ad evil thouSbte,• •.uatc la a aeat-41actpl1a-

Luther 

111 ill or I 

we ordala eSft llfl pr~~~~~JIJU 

Pcn'h&JUI 1 t 1 • Lu 

esplal'lia the di 

' musto.• 

to & · act with a Ylew to 

NYiY1Ag it, &4 free to 1691, oi ty ft8 

altocether uetltute a teacher 11111o.•5 

1. .P.OI'&Yea, t .. of , II, I. Y. 1918. 
of. f.Y.I.!alater, Luther oa 14uo., Phlla, 1899. 
1\>14 

'· Luth~!r• a Talk .. 
,Luther'• 
'lod. .of 

&Jl4 
I, 1898, Loa4oa. 



Pap 113. 

Ia Lutber•• oe were the 

aYenp t~ohool. A few edno~ to .re • aola •• 

Vlttortao of 11-.atua, 

4ewlopaeat of pupil•, bo.t on tile 

phyetoe.l 

the t1ae of 

attention 

ptnotple, but fer Luther the tacl.ustoa of exerotM ae a 

part of eohoollag was an 1naova tlon. It inolu a loa of 

phyetcal exe!"e1M •• a part of e4ucat1oD ne Jlta coaatateat 

wt ~ hta belief that tbe praotloe of ga·ut.atloa prevented. 

puptla from tal 

penaaee ud llil'!iq, • and 

pro4ueeeJ •elaeticl ty of 

"*T . . " 

I 

, 

th,. II 1 

• 

• 

•• 

1811. 
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their 
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r tu11Uta.• 3 To ie -- •' 1 
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e cf 

1 •••• 1 1888 
a. Ceo.. aa4 Eduo. 

Jfo4. Quat. L&a~ .. an4 wr .. Vol I. 1898. Londo& 
3. Paul Jfoar04lt/fextboot on Btet .. of 14uo .. , 1f. Y. 1808 
"· ct. Lutber'• Letter to •70'18 u4 Aldama. 



of •nlfti'Hl. .'t;U.~.u. 

the 

Plaa 'ti&81S .for eJQlilR•'i 

nrlr.JTJLlu.~•• wh1ch •oaJ.le4 a 

the ohildzeD of OOIL"'IU 

t1oD. 
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:r 

1. Paul llo ,. 'te',!t 
s. Ibtil. 

llY. 

uut YtU!'aal e4uoa ttoa waa 

&8 

4-
ob~~t,or 

1 

.f eu 
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1Dd1-

t aexea of 

t a ~-*ifn 1i'lil aa 

• 

<Jf aohoola 

• 

or1g1aal17 by 

The 

other oit1ee u4 

eloaeateay trataina 
s 

Tillage.• 

&I prov1dS4 for 

un1veralt1ea 

of 1aatno-

'B811Ul1-

letwl' 

to UDi-

('ltttea-

, I.Y. 1908. 

3 .. V.P.Cb.•afta, Stuctent' H1et. of ld.uo •• I'.Y. 1111 
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no i 1s, ctu4iee do. 

are vee ,. 
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• It 1 1~1 yo(J.f s po4 ..... 
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0 s 

in 

OOl!IIDttlao 17 nos 
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• 
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are 

e.re 

of 

r 

atlalua. 

fer free 

be 

wbicb 

• 
prt•u•a, 

tor 

, 

•• • 1 

eohool 

!taelf 

attencla.aoe 

ct that tt dellcoracy ta to eD<IuM, tllea 

11 !. 

toreeeeD felt b7 tbe Reforaer of 
l.Letter,Lut•er tO l&rgrawe rte 

berg, hlJ 11, 1 .. 

must be able to govera 

t .... 

18th eeDtu:ry. # 
Bl"anctealm.J>g, fro• Yl -. .. 

• 
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a till 

ev1uoy111be:re, both for 

1a , aamely 

01Y11 p:rope:r 

•11 tra1ae4 

lleotor r:rede:r1ct 

at& tee 
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'iSirlafil~nc•. •Staoe 
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a.re fP'OW1ag 
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JOUDC reaa1a .... 
peraoas so 

oblips us 
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in G:r,~ce• e real• 

·3'ft haada ot 
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• • • • • 
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a ct ty or 

re(lllire 

they will 

Oraoe. 
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.. .. ~ 4ll4 for 

Ia • tatU.sts•• of OD '• p&~t 

&duOiittoa, Jtcweve:r, 11 le ls 

prlaolplee are aot 

'fl:~~t,av 'SOClaY tJ 1 

If Luther 
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it 

• 

Atlaa. Qaat.,Vol 1?, 
3. ••.Boy4, list.1eatern 
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•• DC:' 
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eapeoially w.rpriei•g th~t 
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propoala, ,.,. wre eatirely too ad.Yaft08d. for h!a ttaea 

there waa not 'bod.J' of Yernaoular tea.ohera, or •tho4 of 

prepartas thea, 'he iapor'taace of euoh tra.ialJ\1 •• ut ud.er

etood; the rellpoua n.ra wbtoh follo'lled made &:rl e4lloat1onal 

. 1.d:n.aoea 1a.POaa1ble fo:r a loag tt• to ••· • 
1 

Lutller btaeelf in later years wa.a filled. wtth the d.eepeat 

uxtetJ aen he heard aea d.Sorytng ed.uoation, aad. 11fben he 

evea toua4 tbe ton eohool of Wt ttenbe:ra t:ranefonect into 

a ~ery.a 

Oae the 

!Ida 

puphl t bo:re pod fru.it: peapular eohoola a.coordi~ag to bis 

tctea.s were eata.bliahe4 in maay towna and in ma•lMtrcua ouea 

the aagistratea o.,e to hla for advice ia tbe appointaent of 

teaohere ud the general a.rrange.enta. 4 Ia .lpr1l 1181, Luther 

wrote Spa.latta: • .... for I u 3uat now aett11\1 out •lth 

Philip &04 laster .lgrtcola for ltsleben Whither we have beea 

~ned bJ Count Albert to eatabll&h a Cbrtat11Ul school. I 

nn1ng to ake aoa efforts that Philip 

at lurembeq. • 5 



L 

hie 111 

Lat:Jaer•a •S.rao• on Dutv of Satl411l8 Cb114Ha to 

lohool• 1 llknt• ••• effeetl'fe. In •aeraoa• Luther 

&4YOca~ the t:raaafe:r of waa.l tll and actoWIII8ats 

aouatertes to. ad.uoattonal parpo•a bJ wld. oil tbe •••• 

peeple oou14 lMt ae:rve4. In oalJ oae tutaaoe _. 1• 

ao\ua.llJ' ttoae, eo tar aa noor4• ahow. fJae aoJut.atenea 

tnto f••• publie aohoola~ aad. the ao-oalle4 •rh.atea

•olaul••• a.n·•tlll tlouriabiag the~ and are the oalJ 

a.~ aokoola 'Whiola can be ooapare4 with the peat Inglish 

•ftle leuu col.n'AOa eohoole, uttas f:roa Lv.Ger ffJ.tJil 

claim to be the oldeat ln America•, aw• oae 

autbos-1tJ 3, u.other PMrte: •It be tru~ ~bat during 

,. . : 
·~ ; ' "-, 

4fboup 111pro veatnat ta ootuli tiona W&a a low,~:: 1' •• 
~ . I ', \ 

aot so CJ'a4.u,&l that Lu'theJ' •• aot able to S&Jl \_a~' 'youtla 
\ n ~ 

', \ 
•• good. a.M oonveatnt ti•• to e'tu4J for •"1'7 art 

111 taugllt onerl'J a.a4 p,pJ"iptl'J, ineo•ch a.• thGJ ·aa.1 •eooa 

Bettber a:re the bc'J• eo •triotly an4 h&J"&hlJ trea.-.4 ae ia 
,( 



aD4 waprofita:ble &Bd tmpleaelag, *•"with \'bey oem-4 
l 

tiae, a.ad apo11e4 aa:ny a fiDe ad expert bra.ia. • 

Tbe w14ee:p"ad etfeot of ~e Refonation ou tile 

eoboole of 0el'IIIUUly 1e ooae14ere4 by r.P. Gb.we ·1n tbe 
• 

following: •fhouall the blona.ae 1n eleaentary eohoole wa.e 

tbll moat 1aporta.nt fl4uoa.tional ov.tooae of the 'R'""'fo1'1h.t1oa, 

the effect of the Reforaat1on • ....,at wa.e alec ••t .. *ll 
1a pooa4&1'y eo'boc»le •••• 148-.le b&4 been larply fixed., 

bJ Jlwl..a1••· 
11lw the Beforaatioa adv_.oed. La.tin echoole aad. GJua.ela 

cue uu.del" the control of p'lu.oee Ul4 the State ratller tllaa 

the Ohuroh, and tbeee eoboole gz-aclually beo-.- the baokboD8 

of a etate echool eyetea. 

•Luther• a •Letter• 8\l.S••te4 eetabl1ah1DC eecoDd&Jrf 

eohoole ae all ae ele- '· 

the o1Y11 authorltJ ud tu:J1t wa.• a apee4J reooaee. Reli

ctoae spirit l'1111&1Y4 ..S ..... ao'boole are ~t aa4 

•»•n1884 by r~eeeata.t1•• of tbe hoteetaat Cbru'ob.. • 1 

Ia 1€1811 h!! Iwt.t lA· Pilar I&IUAJ• 1\B ltr!Nia 
Of t'be aoa 1rbos wt-~J -.~u.•d to action, t1rat of 

all ••t be aeat1ou4 .~~,.,..,.t1loa ftc waa Latlltn.·•e oola.bonr 
. ·. I 

ia &11 tbiap U4 pu-t•••lr ia -. work of reoJ"pn1111DS 
. i 

, ,. ~I 

the ecmoola of OeJ'Jiaaf, ·, ""'lanchtboa wa.e tl'dl zoielaa •-1•t 
.. , ' 

at the tiM of tbe Ret.h~ton. Be wa.e aewzo ·d o,Hat:ae4 

a1D1ater~ but this dS./1.. no)! b1:a4er Ilia beoom1ng '*be le-.41q 
i 

1. Luthtn••a wor4a, f~: · .Chelet,L1fe of Luth•l{trritteD: by 
.h1maelt), Loadon , ~~i 

8. F .P. Oraw•, It at. o ~uo., Vol II, 11. Y. 1911. 
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tbeologiaa of tile Luther~ p._..t7. He aoca 'beoue :reoop1ae4 

as tbe gNat u:taor oa &<llu•·u.oru&J. IRlb~eota. He te .-4 

"'"' Jal!'tlee •'!he P:taeoepto1r of 0e:t'JIIG78
• P!e lut4 a patue 

to' o:tcutaa.tion. It wy he who carried out the ed.ucatlon-.1 
. . 1 
P.ll"'U lGAohH bJ Lut~e.-. 8 

ta 1581. the flra\J ,. ... after the •Letter to U.,ore 

ad Al4eraen•, the Da.ke o·f ~11dafel4 oomleeloaed Luther to 

ee-.blle!l two eohools 1a 11~1• natlw ton of Etelebea, one 

p;ri~UtZJ Ul4 o• eeooa4&Q'·. Ia dae t1• the cou!;le of ewd.J 

&D4 •thod emplo,-ed ixa tbeee tu~thocle beoue modele aftel" 

Wb1ol otJaer wn: to~. 8 

Ia 1511, Jobua, lleotor of SaxoaJ', easap4 Meluohthon 

to norp.nlo tbe eohool• of bla st-.te 3, a.ad about the 

.._. t1ae Y&leatla !rotseadOrf (1410.1558), a oolloborator 

iaprove•ats 1a tJae sohoola of tlo14berg, Silesia.. Be 110de1184 

hie eohco1 oa the baste of 14ea.e obta1aed. from Jl;l'fl&aobthoa, 

1nctt1'kltlon ..,.._ w:ry faoue a.e a J:wulutat1f m4 :rellgi.oue 

onter.4 

farther, upca the rt~utoall!8a4ation of lhlaaobnoa, 

111obael leaadel" (1638-1595) •ua ma4e :reotor of a eoJAool at 

•4 htactelf ~· most hr.iag sohoolBfll.eter tn nort'bem Oeraaa7. 

1. R.K'Ob.,._ Eapr,Oeatue ProteetaDttea,LoadOB 1900 
J. of. F.P.GJ'avea,Klet. of ~duo., Yol II, I.Y. 1918. 
a. Ibt4. 
... Ib14. 
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.-st1o't;~' t-• t:l.oe of Gree'i: u4 Lra,tln tn 

a. GLU:I'1oala, .ad. be ad.ded bt ~tory and pOfP'apa'J'. eolen• 

tdl4 ••1o. • pabl1ab84 booke, prepared. maau.eoripte 

tor 14 otllere. hla.aola:tlloa 1'-.tOO, hhl as tlae beet ec.tucatol' 
1 ID the OOUIItl'J'. 

marked waa loh&rm Burpnlua.pa,, 

to Wt tteabcn:c by Luther'• te~ohtnc, 

wae attl'aot84 

three ,.aare 

later beoU8 a pl"ofesao:r o.f theology there. J'onKtrly be 
k.ti.re.sM 

bd taught ta olasstoal eoboole, but he beoa.me""in tile reorgaa-

lat1oa of ohtlrobes in the ot tiee aft4 eta tee or nortbsra 

Cen&aa7. IWl'J' place he wat he aade uple prortston fol' 

eolloole. Hie aohool at Hubllrg 1n 15SO 11&8 part10\tlarlJ 

tafluntt&l. Be orcanized in tlla.t ty a etnsle t":t1n 

school with a rector aa4 seftn kaohe:ra to~thor tll a 

Ce:~'D!m eohool for boye~, aa4 oae for glrle, ta eftry par1e1l. 

ft.e ou.rrtom.lWI of the Latin sohoo1 aee•d to be tatea 4treotly 

froa L•D•r•e pattem being oompoaed of Latin, Onek u4 

Rebrew,41aleot,o, rbetor1o, matbemattoa, oateohtam and 

•tDCins. \U.thin 6 yeaJ:a the Bubura plan had epread to 

l!runaw1ot, Lubeck, IUn<ktn, Qotttngea, Soeat, Br-.,Oeaa-

oft1c1a.ll7 lntJ"Oduoed Den•.a.rt. I 

the ent1J:e etatee 

Bamburg qstea wa.e 

file ain;le educator impetus by the 

1. P.P. Gr&vee, Rl 
a.· Ibl4. 

ta:tla school cr 

lduo., Vel II, B.Y. 1916. 
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Stun• • for aohooJfwen he 

noop1ze4 piety, he wa.e eapr tor acboluah.1p aa a dlatla

piahias teatuH. !hie ed.uoe.tor etate4 hie ow td.eale as: 

*'l wtee ..-lpervaetve piety ehould. be the aia our atu41ee. 

Bat were all ploue thea the atud.ent uould. be 41atlap1ahe4 

t~a him Idle ta malettered. by aolnoe, mtlture aa4 the a.rt 

itu attalament both tfuj,chera and pupils -•houl4 Mdulouely 

••~u·y effort. • 1 

hie day. Gr~d 

eb 

nine wl th the 

._.laid. a 

ao ~noceaeful achool~~&a of 

to1: pupila 

eoua4 

• 

am~-•,. hg111-

1D which 

e-.ey Latin etu41D4, Oermaa cat.cbla •••:r1384, the 

Ganlcu.lua beoae raore 41 t .a4 comprebeuatve 'by 

~. lpietlea 

hcl141 e first 

Paul: e ... me4 

in 18D&tiJit17, 

1 olaee tor 

las r._tortof~•, 

3 
elean••..,.. a.ati'OBO'JIY. 

1. V.P.G'I!a.vee, Blat. of ~c., Yol II., W.Y. 1918. 
Bltro P. Cltbberly, .. ,I .. Y .. 

3. llwoo4 P .Cubberl7, ftea.41na:_, ln the Slat. 
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113. 

.Hli:i, .. ,.,,...,.,'W effect tb~t tuttle!" 'bact ft1l 

a. propeae of O.raaay 'th11"A'l1t!l:!'h 

L B£U4 M1 LattiU Rei&J,SI 

I· JQ;rlA tl&flt l&afl»mUi!t 

it be tN$ 

soat a&lu:tal'Y effect 

1a OermaaJ then we re~lize 

by ~J' nation dizeotion 

to the 

ohuroh, 

tel t tu D8yoad 

Ju•t how 

other 

thie f&ot makee bla 

oeatul'J'. • 1 

ult1aatel.J' had & 

•ll41t1one 

la ad•~• iB.4fJ 

teuficlal 

'• obvcm 

baa beea 

0 f 8 O'lliilll OOUDt:rJ • • :J 

•aa t•• traflue'ftoe 

of the Rafol"~t9.tion b8JOD4 the borders r (kn:a&nJ ia nace••d 
bJ Prof. J".Yutaf 3: "Luther's voce •• the eaored 

of bie teaching that 184 

leci tiate sourett of power. • It la due to •-

lftfluence that in our o1m t'leola.ra.tion of Independenoe we ue 
1. J. .. Painter. Blat. of ldao •• •.Y. 1903. 
a. . .~.Luther• a_ Vi_e"'J_ 4nd lDpv. Soha.a,rad Belue ... • • v.of-Lang.ana Lt~.Yol 1 ¥ 

:J.M .. Luthfu• a.e a. p&-ea.cher, Luth.Qlat.;fol U,l898,0.ttysbur1• 
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ta&bt • that all aea Ol'ea/ie<l fne aad eqaa.l; that they 

are endowed b7 t-.s.r Creator with csrtaln un.ltea&ble rigbta; 

t1aa.D ue llfe, libertr 

t'Be e:rtedte of 1M ther 1 • tht'ul , .. I •• ,. .... .,,,,~ 

mrveloue re?l:v&l of rellglon, 

1101'&11 ty .and 1011 tleal eaoncsy :tou:Dd. sn:n:ur 

the ptoue mont became a fusoue pr~a.ober. • 

• 
are_.. lathe 

, aoctolorr, 

aaticaa elnee 

Oae of tbe Refohatlon'e influence oa ed:aca.tio 

1n aerie& .. a early as 1647 was Vaaea.chueette wllere 

l:n tll&t year Court an Or4er;>wtd,oh i.n lte 

1De1stence or.oa ettuoa.tlon as a ••••u.l"f eo:rcllazy the 

a.a a need.ed aooollpa.nl•ent to Chu:roh u4 Sta.te. 

1 te Ll1ther•ltke lD ooDteat and 110d.e of ~uspreaeion. 

lAid the ea.rlr Ka.aeaobu.ette fatbers: •It ol'8 e:tstet 

objeot of the old. d.elud.er, Satu, to aen from the knowl-

eup of t:tse Sol'iptune u ta fo:n~Sr tlae• bJ leeplftl 

111 aa uatuou toape, eo lB these :perftadlre 

gilt 

d.eoeiftra; tha;t 

our it is 

tn s jurledio,ioa, 

ITU!t:~:barr of lu"JuseholdGre, 

w1 thln their 

react't to hla to wrl w, 1'8&411 eto. • 

tNe eeaee ad. 

erdnt-eeemlDS 

tbe gra:we o t 

aeeletlq 

townehtp 

10 

A mod.em etateasat ot tile latlGeuoa of Luther oa e4uoat1on 
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toa7 •aya: •file fir•t to liberate the ~m~aa.n ldrd hom 

ap of Cbr1et1aa learntaa. ler woRd.erf¥1 lt•ratun, 

pea.t her qataaa of populu ed.uoatloa are 

tel t by \be wol'14. • 1 

one. 

haft &l:readJ me:at1on~':3d Lutber•s 

eontlleta with lraewga, the ch--plon 

attll turtber than 

the •• 

le M...- dlapsted. wttb tile fa.llu:re of the bu.._lata to 

etdte boldlJ a.ptnat the preY&1ltna tntelleotual bondap 

ad eeoletlutioal d.ostnatloa that obara,otertsed ewrr wa.lt 

life. 

tt W&S thta 1ruleotet1'eaaae &ad vaolllattca la pa.rtt-

ch Ia of 

lata wrttlap 

d.ectd84; 

1918. 
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routb:fv.l 

tnte f~DttaY of Hligtoa. tile 

•4•r•U'J' at. pto•re 

and iMP ot BpiOUI'Ua Luc1-.a. • l 

Ia lite m&DnG!' Lutber 6.te4: • lra-.~tuJ is veey pi tilal 

8a:vtor arut the wise ~ leg1alator,8oloa.. Be aeel'a at 

St. P.ul ud lt.Jolm; !!did. 'feD<tltrea to say that the lptatle 

to the lo~A&Ds wha.Wftr it mlSht ha118 been a.t a foi"'ISr period. 

ts raot -.pplioable to t:be preseat ata.te ot thlnse. 8MM 

upo• tl'le• OUI'eed. wretch. 1f1e & mere lfo111s aak1Dg hie 

'ftt¥8 aJI4 Uckillg &\ lllltV,I:It"'1lrt &D4 eva:r·ybodJ, at Oo4 ud 

_., at J'ap6st fh.•oteat&Dt, while ualag 

such ahufnlllg double no oae caa 

" a l&J hold of hlm to a.D.J effectual .. ,,.,,.,,......._ ....... • 

Among modem wriwrs, oM vtrtdly ploturee 41fft~n!•-

enoe ob tt1t1ate4 between Luth~"'r u4 lp,_..a ln thet.r 

•tual. effol'ta to better coruU. tloaa as tbey ••••tut •~re: 
•Zraeae he would. ltW.gh tbe ttYlla cf ttt.e a.ae out of 

ao•th1ag aol** tbaa the paoerul thNat of a aat1r1at 1 s pea. 

llllfi&Bi&a •• as beautiful aa s ah1mmer1a; moonlight. Ektt oalJ 

the .-allgbt caa dry J.n4 wbat 

..._1•• oou14 aot do LuU&eso 414. Be caae nth the awful 

~ ref1ae4 ep1r1ta were 

tllq tJOUld. act 
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_. the ae"toe. a.t onlJ a ••at aDd ep1r1ttta1 aftlqcbe 

eoul4 4o tbe d.eetructl'" 

ocnetnott w work &Obl8Ye4.• l 

t ••r•u •It ia 

the Christian ~ 

a.tonattoa 

wltl'lou.t uy euoh 'tu.•lt' ~o:b ae lraema wtae& to &'1014. 

tortb 

& l'iSI'OiG 

wttl the 

thlnca. 'b7 eaas-t1q 

latelleot aDd , curie4 1 i 

ot64 of 

1. L.B.Ioup, A 11 v1ng 1t 
S .. Rel:ni'S.& lo)Ber,Lutber ta the llpt 

• 

"aclutelr 

or4er or 
of 

W.Y .. 1918 
reoe~tt reeearab,l . .'f.ltll 



1 

• 
t 

•••• I 

t J't!lt 

cl~t•tJot 
pat 

Ob tbe 

life· 

deiiOO!'&OJ' 

a, cie~~e or-. t 

lD 

loaopher. 

i.CMlle ... 

1. L. 1/. II.'(},( 4 £,-,.,;7 J,.~;.. G /,;,;/ 4Jr, H.;-:- /91'tJ . 

j · A. /}. O. 4/.e ~"el'--1-, (/lv..k r3 o/ 7L ~.w.c.l., 4 .. d....,, .[., do f;] 
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v, SJAimflll!Da 'PfRAISA¥ gr J.eum• as a• IJ!lcamrt. 

Nteatitl o uatelle ot 

l. 

I. 
a. 

"' la ala 

1 t not 

1• eo dl TeJ:eat 

olal•4 

So• 

-.a~ 1\'ft It&lleat 

as act 

it; 
6 • 8 s.. . 

or«tur. !lie 

414 aot 

Pa t't'ick 0 • lta:re • 

~n tboupt, 8 •1 ,1800 



•• rellpoa; laG •~• a of 

leaet ealaUJ of aea.. &t tiaea in AWl~.~ •• !\ 

to Herrick eo traaklJ ct 

ccarae to low'. • 1 

•wY&~~··-~ •t~ere is 

tatereattac in tbe whole 

wthfnt•. 1 

What ehall we MY therefore 

life a.a a nliglO\:UJ reforaer that to 41apuap o• le to 

_.., refleottoa oa the otberT 

Dtueeu41..,of the moa,at hie rel1g1ov.e l:atereete, 

aa4 lporiq ,. Rch ae poeatble hie weak wt ~ the Romaa 

Ohwoll, cu we lspa.rtially :repr4 llartia Lutber ae 11ft 

84u•torT 

Ooae1der hi• 14eal h1e aethode, bia 4eftftiw aceo• 

pltabanta, h.la 111Petua to auccesac:re - ou we oa.et 

hbl a.e1u ae oworthf 

of Huoatioa f 

Luther found 

onrlooke4; 

'*• up will; be 

plete17 doM1Mted by t\8 Ohurcb. 

formal-

Yo aeet suah e1 tu&tioaa Luther a.a an ed.uoatcr praeaed 

140 

upoa tho• Ia a:tbot 1 ty and power; he urp4 uai ve:re!tl. ed.uca

tioa &ad mapped out a. course of etud.y adapted for tha 

1. Pa.tJtiok 0 1B&l'e,!he hots about LUtber,J .. Y. 1918. 
1.lt9·b.Alexaa4er, fil1Dkera of the Cburoll, Loadoa. 
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po1at.a. th"' falla(JJ of 

lsa Deed. of Muoatioa; uno~ tho iroa haad of 

the Churoh in the e4uoatloa, ud propeeed. that 

of 

Lather a.e an edllca.tOJr, 

, hiatorlo l 

•Ltet 1• mea ud be a4v1ee4, 
lo re ia spirt t liea. 
Reaeaber w\her I the fat thful oa• I 

ba:lh this fHad.oa fOU WO!rt.e 
Guard. well liglt, the light of fNt~, 
Gaa.rd. the fl~, profae it not. • 
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