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INTRODUCTION



FREE METHODISTY MISSIONARY WORK
AMONG THE MEXICANS

INTRODUCTION

A. The Problem and its Importance

' This thesis will consist of a historical review
and evaluation of the methods and trends in the Free Method~
iét missionary work among the Mexicans in North America.
The study is especially timely inasmuch as April 1942 will
mark the twentyffifth anniversary of the‘beginning,of this
work. The chqipe»of this_pfoblem‘comes out of a desire to
know the methods that have been employed in the founding;
esbablishing, and contimuance of these missions and to note
the trend of the»présent situation so as to understand what
the future may hold in store. The results of this research
will be both objective ahd subjective in character. The
objective results will show what emphases and directions
the work has taken in the_past'andwhat emphases and direc-
tions the work should take in the future. The subjective
results may not be recorded, but to the one who has made
this study these unwriﬁtenrvaluemswill be:

| a) a thorough acquaintance with one of the Free Method-
ist m;ssionary fields;A "
b) an understanding of what the Free Methodist Church

expects of its missionaries;



¢) a comprehension of the types of problems and duties
that’confronﬁ 2 missionary and possible best means of

- solution. - B ' _

For one who plans to give his life to missionary work 1n the
Free Methodlst Church, these subjectiwe results will be of

inestimable wvalue.

B. Sources of Material and Method of Treatment

 Im the study of this subject the writer ‘has gathr
ered together all of the material that he could find written
on any phase of the Free Methodist missionary work done a-
mong the Mexicens. Next, he had the opportunity of inter-
viewing personally & men who has been intimately and offi-
elally connected with this work for over twemty years.
These conferences lasted from time to time over a period of
several days. As & result of these conferences very valua-
ble material and copious notes were obtained. Then the
wr;ter’had access to many records and files. Some of these
- weresl . . e e e e - e . R,
1. The records in the office of the Secretary of the
Commission on Missions of the Free Nethodlst Church.
2. Sqme gf‘yhg_ﬁersonal records and fileé of Benjamin
Harold Pearson.

3. The annual COnference Minutes from 1917-1941

A. All of the issues of the Mlssionary Tidings from
1917 -~ March 1942.




5. All Qf the ilgsues of The Free Methodlist from 1917

to the present issue of last week (April 17, 1942).
Much credit is due to a nugber of friends who have helped
in finding materials., From all of these sources: records;k
files, letters, leaflets, reports, publications; and personal
interviews, the writer has gathered together materials for
this study.

- It 1s apparent from the sources listed above that,
to‘date no full and complete history of the Free Methodist
missionary work among the Mexicans has been written. The
writer feels that, while he‘hgs‘not‘beenwexhaustive in any
sense in preparing a_history of this work, he has‘contributed
to an understanding of this historyvby bringing together new
facts and reinterpreting the development of th;s miss;onaryu
endeavor from a fresh point of view. The major contribution

of thls thesis 1lies in‘its attempt to evaluate critically

the methods and trends in this work with e view to suggestions
for the future. As far as 1s known by the writer this is the
first objective, critical evaluation that has been made of

these missionary endeavors.,




CHAPTER 1

A SHORT HISTORY OF FREE METHODIST MISSIONARY

WORK AMONG THE MEXICANS




CHAPTER I
A SHORT HISTORY OF FREE METHODIST MISSIONARY
WORK AMONG THE MEXICANS

A. The Heed for Missions Among the Mexicans '
S The qqggtion,_ﬂhy M@xiggn.missions? has been asked
many times end will be asked again and again. A very brief
answer s glven Becsuse it logieally lies outside of this
study. A knowledge of the conditions existing in Mexieo
gnd in the Unitg&.states;will help in understanding the
problem in hand. o P .

- From 1910 until the depression years following
1929 there was a great influx of Mexicans into the United
States. The causes of this migration Were two in mumbers
Firstly, the political situstion in Nexico, The Nexiean
revolution that broke the Diaz Regime in 1911 caused meny of
the Mexicens to come Bo the United States, Secondly, the
favorable conditions in the United States. World War I
ereated & great labor shortage in the United States. Ameri-
can men were taken into the army, and industry and farming
gegdgd_men,wA;ntg,tpig vacuum wese drawn hundreds of thou-
sands of Mexicans, who became laborers in the United States.

~ These migrating nationals revealed to thoughtful

Americans the differences between the two countries' edu~
eationsl, social and spiritual backgrounds. The educational

and soclal conditions are well summarized by B.H. Pearson,




who says that the social and economic status of the average
Mexliean 1s not higher because:

"Rirst, ... foP foiir hundred yéars the edu-
cation of the masses has been heglected in Mexico.
The Catholic Church never sought to educate them;
an ignorant, uneducated individual is kept in~
superstition more easily than an enlighténed one.
The government-has never educated the peaple,
because it was, until the time of Mexico's inde-
pendence in 1821, under the domination of the
Romanish Church thrcﬁgh’ﬁhé"SpaﬁiSh”gOVernment.
Under Dlaz an educatlonal movement was begun;
leaders and teachers are being prepared, and’
under the neéwly elscted President Calles, whosse
hobby 1s prohibitlon and education, undoubtedly
the mass o6f the Mexiean people will recaive ‘edux-
cational opportunities long denied theme ...

B3econd, for four hundred years léadership
has been systematically eliminated. Cortez kill-
ed the leadérs. The Spanish government killed -
the leaders. Since the time of her independence,
the leadership of Mexico has frequently been mis-
directed, and ledders of various factlons killed
one another. With a stable government and edu-
cational opportunities, her leadership will have
an_opportunity to develop and express itself nor-
mally& to the great good of Mexlico and the world.

Third, for four hundred years the Churcéh or
the state has”got”all”that”a“man“ﬁraduced‘except
Just what he néeded Tor hls own individual use;
so 'why raise more than he and his family would
require? They have thus been §c¢hooléed in im
providence and trained away from thrift. 'Eat
what you have today, for tomorrow some one may
take 1t away from you.' " 1.

Thoughtful Christlans were awakened and grieved because of
the spiritual conditions which prevailed among the new immi-
grants, The spiritusl poverty of these Mexican people was
most appalling - gross superstition; a fanaticlsm without
kndwledge; and an almost cqmp;etg ignorance of the principles

1. Pearson, B.He: Mexican Missions, p.21




of the revealed Christian Way of Life. The greater part of
them were nominal Romen Catholies. The Roman Catholic chureh
did very littlg‘fqr these people untll Protestant work was
started among them.
Be Beglinnings of Free Methodlst Misslonary
o Work Among the Mexicans
- The history of the Free Methodist Missionary Work
afiong the Mexicans dates back to prayer experiences of three
women of God: Mrs. Elizabeth Wyatt? Mrs. Emma Shay and Mrs.
Clara R. Froelsnd. As esrly as 1905 lirs. Wystt was praying
for these nationals who were coming into the mldst of the
Engligh spgakipgqugplgvof Southarn‘California.A_Mqther‘Wyatt
dld not know Spanish but she knew God, and she also saw the
‘spiritual poverty of these people. She was constrained to
pray for these people now within the gates of the United
States. Thus in 1905 "A group of women banded themselves
together to pray for ﬁiésionary'work to.be started among the
large numbers of Mexicans in Southern California.“%
o During the years that followed they ﬁoﬁtiﬂued to
pray. It was not until after fifteen yeabs of intercessory n_gm°
prayer before God that these women saw visible pernanent b
results of missionary activities carried on smong the
Mexicans by thelr own denomination.
e o o o o

1. Pearson, Be.He: op.cit. p.28



~ The Mexican missionary work is very definitely
associated with the Hermon Free Methodist Church of Los:
Angeles, California. In February 1917 the Rev. B.Jd. Vincent,
who was then pastor of the Hermon Church (and later a Bishop
in the Free MethooiSP’Church) gave opportunity to Charles C.
Watermen, a layman who wes a railroad conductor and who had
been converted for four years, to hold his first evangel-
istic services. To this day that meeting is considered one
' of the high points in the history of the Hermon Church. To
use anothers' words, it was a “powerful mﬁetins?fl. The
young people of the church aooroommun;ty were,moved; stirred,
and reached. It was not uncommon durlng those three woeks
to sespflarge group of young people meet at the church for
prayer after school hours‘and to continue in fervent soul
travail until the ‘evening service. On the last Friday of o
the third week, February 23, 1917, a young men attended those
services and yielded his 1life and heart to God. We could not.
th;gg of Mex@oen Missions without thinking of him, Benjamin
Harold Pearson. It was his grandmother, Mrs. Elizabeth
liyatt, who had been so insistent in preyer for the Mexleen
Nationals. These women realized that ere was a mucleus
With which to sbert that work. The revival had given to.
tpem(e group of Spirit-filled young people who were eager
for service,

L S S

l.Pearson, B.H.t Personal Conversation



, The group had no meeting hall or mission in whicp’
to start but they could hold street meetings. B. H. Pearson
before_his cgnversion had been very much Qppoged to all
chgrches. Now he was a leader in this:group‘of young people
whoAhad been givep a task,,anqhthayisaw the vision. In
March of 1917 some of these young peop}e held street meetings
on Pasadeﬁg gvgnqe_ip Highland’Parg, Los Angeles. This was
on the mainvthorqughrgreJbetween Los Angeles and Pasadena.
At that time this seetion was an Amerlcaen business and resi-
dential area. B. H. Pearson often had met with friends in
& house next door to the Sun Beam Theatre and had seen from‘
time to time a street meeting held by the Freehmethodists‘v
under the leadership of Rev. E.P. Ashcraft, who had gone to
China“as a“m;ssiopary._ In conversing with the Rev. B. H.
Pearson about this first street meeting he told meibf his
own feelings in the matter. Formerly he had laughed et and
passed uncomplimentary remarks about “that crowd" thet held
street meetings. Now, he felt 1t = pért of his Christian
duty to go to the same street corner and teke part in his
£irst street meeting, This he did, and he took up a oross
which he hed made for himself before he had become & Christ-
ien. He sald that "all fear of street meetings was taken
grqm_him“that pight and he has never feared street meetings
since that time.®

After weeks of careful searching a basement was



found at 187 Sotello Street in the "Dog-Town" area of Los
Angeles. This could be rented for $10.00 per month and it
was taken{in,MarghulQl7. On Sunday night & week after Easter
in_April 1917.a g?oupvof exqited workers looked out of the,,.
bagemegt'window wondering what the evening would bring forth.
The mission was located diagonally across the street from
"Casey's 'Dog~Town' Saloon". yThe crowd arouﬁd‘the saloon
were of various nationalities and were talkative, smoking;
and some were drunk. Only two of the Workers knew any
Spanish, but all could sing the hyms in Spanish. This
small, tense group of Christians went out into the street
with their folding organ and started a service. It was
altogether different from holding street meetings in American
nelghborhoods. . At the scund of the organ and the singing of
the hymms & group of children gathered around the workers.
B. H. Pearson's main work at these street services was to
play the organ and sing. At the conclusion of the street
meeting an invitation wes given to come to the mission hall.
The.children came "looking for new sources of excitement.
A few adults looked in cautiously and passed on._l

~ Thus was begun in a very humble way the Free Methodr
ist missionary work among the Mexicans. The need had been
seen; mich prevailing and intercessory prayer had been offer-
ed up to God, and the work had been started by a grpup of

» . L] ¢ &

l. Johnson, HsF.3; Editor: Handbook Free Methodlst Mlssions, p.76



earnest, bubt inexperienced workers.
~ The following days and months were filled with

mich activity, prayer, end soal travail that this work which
haed begun in answer to prayer might coptinue and bear frult
for the kingdom. The reporte written of the.activities Qf T
those first six months came to the writer from B.H.Pearson
and Miss Nella True. Miss True had been with the group the
first night at the flrst_Street Meeting. She knew a little
Spanish. At first most of the services were carried on in
English, using all of the Spanish which they had &b their
comsand which was very 1ittle. "Dog-Town" is a section of
Los Angeles, California, shut in on two sides by railroad
yards and on another by the river, and is like a little
world by itself.

"For years it has been notorious for its wicked-

ness. There 1s no church of any kind in the
~ whole district, but there are two Catholie schools?ﬁ’“

B

4 Sunday Sehool was started with an enrollment of 20, which
ine?eaeed te 55. Miss True had the help of Miss Rosa Aeosta,
2 consecrated young Mexican girl. They called on the homes
and invited the people to attend. Besides Mexicans living
in this district thore were Austriens, Syrisns, Ttalians,
and Americaps. Services were held every evening except
Monday and Saturday. The young people from Los Angeles

s o o o o

1. Missionary Tidings, Nov. 1917, p.6




Seminary (now Los Angeles Pacific College) and from Hermon
Church helped in the woﬁk.

_ During the summer time of 1917 a tent meeting was
held in the s neighborhood of the mission hall. . The hall
was too small for a large gathering. Mr. Charles Waterman
was the evangelist and B. H. Pearson did all he could by
way of organization, playing the organ and 1§ading the sing-
ing. The tent meeting lasted oférwa period of six weeks.

In the meantime, according to the 6onference minutes of

1917, the Bouthern California Conference of the Free Methodr
ist Church of North America hed appolated & "Conference
Board of Home Misgion Work Among Foreign Speaking People,fw
MisswygllaAq. True had bggp_agpointeq Superintendenﬁvof the
Mexlcan. Mission at Los Angeles, California..  The October
1917 report of Miss True showed that to date there had been
nine conversions among the Nexicens; three Ttalisns and ten
Americans meking & tobal of twenty-two conversions during
the first six months. The sg#vice§<o£ é Mexican evangélist,
Mznuel Valerio, had been secursd and added mich o the
Mission. He was a good preacher and a man well versed in
the Bible; he preached three times a week and taught #:Bible
clags in Bunday School. Hentlon is mede in the report of
the General Missionary Board of the Mexican Missich’on page
427 of the Annual Mimites of 1917. All things did not go
easily and smoothly beacuse there Were many probléms to

face besides bitter persecution and opposition from without.



Miss Nella J. True, the first Superintendent of
the Mexigan Mission, was»akpapk esmployee whqse interest had
been aroused as to the need of the Mexicans. She studied
Spanish on the side and at first helped with the others
in this mgw_pygjegt. She gave up her work in the bank and
with the promise of a few rooms for living quarters and
$25.,00 per month salary she started in full time service at
the Mexlcen Mission. ©She and her sister Ethel were résponr
«siblelﬁor much that Was‘agcqmplisheﬁvduring those early'
@Qntpg,‘ Miss Nella True has summarized for us the pattern
of thelr dally life. GShe writes of herself and her sister:

fWe pray neéarly all of the forendon and vislt

in the mission neighborhood all of the after-

noon, or hold prayer meeting, and in betwéen

times we do our work at home, but we do not

let anything come 1In to cut short our inter-

cession. Oh, the need of prayer: in 1
In thelr calling they were careful to note any who were ill
and to send them to a clinic, or send a nurse, or if possi-

ble do something themselves to help.» Ever and always were

TheymkelpeﬁMin ?h?:tima ofiéeath5 %?d”flower§ or Pictures
always helped to gain en entrance into the homes andpest
of all into the heart. True missionaries were these sisters
and they were prompted in all that they did from a heart
filled with Divine Love.

s » 8 e e

1. Missionary Tidings; November 1917, p. 7
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The meetings that were held in the Mission took
on this pattern. Street meetings were held two or three
times a week across from Casey's Saloon and then fb&&éwed
by services in the Mission. Several Americans loyally
stoodiby this mission by their presence and help, even tak-
ing their'membership from the Hermbn Church and placing it
in the Mission, The Hermon Society did not complain about
logsing members, and eventually when the services at the

- mission were all carried on in Spanish these sacrifiecing
Americans moved their membership back to the Hermon Church.

Many Mexicané in Los Angeles and other places |

lived in "House Courts". A copy of a disgram of such &

court is here given.

1 21 31 4} 5} 6} 7 81 9] 10|

11} 12| 13| 14} 15] 186

171 18] 19l 20| 21 22| 23| 24) 25| 26

From "The Mexican in Los Angeles™, Los Angeles City Survey
o Ge. Bromley Oxnam

"We. give you a rough diagram of the typical
Mexican house court. We see here twenty-six
families living on one small plot, in homes

of two rooms each, toilets, water, and slop
drain in the open court... It is little wonder
that Jécob Riis, who told us How The Other

Half lg¢ves, informed Los Angeles that the liv-
ing conditions of the Mexicans in these 'courts'
was as bad or worse than anything which they
had in the tenements of New York." 1

- 1. Pearson, B.H.:Mexican Missdons, p. 34,35.
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On Saturday the wquers and young pegpleﬂwouldu
gather many zenias and sweethegs‘ip preparationﬁfop»Suhday;
About 8: A.M. they would start out with these flower§, Sun-
day'Sthol_gharts; folding organ, and Sunday SChpql.qards
ggd go to one of these Mexican house courts. They would
hold & Sunday School at a court for about an hour, The
children would gather around the orgsn and help with the
singing; the women would sit around at thelr doors and
smoke and listen; and effew men would be seen on the outside
circles. The flowers and the gardsuw0u1d;be glven out when
the service was ended. Then the group would move on bo an-
other court. Each group would hold three or four Sunday
Schools in a morning; sometimes there were two or threeiditfg
fereﬁp grcupsquing the sa@e th;ng. Later on\there'wguld
"ﬁbe¥Sqnd§y’$chéol éﬁrﬁhg Mission,i OpVSﬁﬁday a?ﬁérnoggs _l7
phefé“wog;qwbe gtreet_meetingsugnd plaza meetings; in‘thé
evening #reet meetings and services in the Hall again.
It was a real work-out for those who took part, and when
night came they were very weary. N N o

%4_B. 3.VFegrsonkhgdva Sunday Schqql‘class atythe
Mission. He also organized a boy's club wvalled the "Star
© Glub". The Star Glub would meet one night each week, and
B. H. Pearson would bring from one %o three eakes with him
to the meeting. Some of the good women of the church
furnished the celtes. During the course of the evening

" there would be a Bible story, a man-to-man type of talk,




questions, discussions, and at the end the cutting and eat-
ing of the cake. Those hungry dirty little boys were eager
for their share of the cake. About twenty»five boys were
members’of this club. The World War I was on, B.H. Pearson
had to go into service and the club came to an end. When
the war was over B. H. Pearson came back but heldid not have
the opportunity to start up that club work again. He was
golng to school and university, working, teaching misic,
and serving in every possible way the mission that was dear
to “hils heart.
C. Expansion of the Free Methodist Missionary
Worlk among the Mexicans of the United States

1. Chino, California ‘ ; , B

Chino is about forty miles from Los Angeles. The
True sisters in response to the earnest request of certein
Mexicen families did visiting emong the Mexicans in Chino
in the spring of 191%. A hall was sevured in which services
were hold as well as street meetings. Ons night a street
meeting ¥was held in fromt of the flourishing town pool
hall.  The proprietor ceme out and danced fency, Spanish
fandango steps to the musig.?% On June 24, 1918, Mrs.
Gonzalo Cisneros decided to go down to the "temple™ (the
Free Methodist Mexican Mission).’ Her husband who was the

- L] L 4 . .

1, Johnson, H. F.,Ed.: Hand Book of Free Methodist Missions,p.77
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pool hall proprietor, decided to accompany his wife when he
isgrned’her‘in@entions. Mrs. Cisneros believed that ”the
devil in the”form of g’black goat with fiery eyes eand flaming

nostrils would come out to butt~her“l if she stayed to a
Protestant megting until prayer was offefed. Mr. Cisneros
did not!believe that soVbothvof them stayed for the entire
meeting. At the close of thg service an invitation was
given for those who wanted to seek God to come forward to
pray. Mrs. C;snerqg pushed_pasf her,hqsband_gnd went“tq the
éltar. Mr. Clisnerocs, a strong man, sat in his seatwweeping
under the convieting power of the Holy Spirit. He did not
know what %o do but after & while he followed his wife to
the altar and began to pray. After a short season of prayer
the group began to sing in Spanish: "I Surrender All". "Both
’Eﬁgbapd ahd wiferhgd found the Lé?d ahd ﬁqreirejoicing_to- 
gether in their new-fougd‘salvat;onﬁ.é_The Wbﬁkers went back
to quﬁgngeles!'but this new experlence that Mr. and Mrs.
Cisneros had found wgs‘permgnent‘andwvitaljgpd their}persqpr
alities had been unlocked by God. No one told Mr. Cisneros
precisely what to do, but God was leading, and he was obedi-
ent and followed. Within three days of his conversion he
made arrengements to untangle.himself from his business and
started out to“f;pq”thé kigd;gf employient of which there
would be the approval of qu.‘

S A R S
Mexico's Gift, a tract

l.Pearson, B. H. & Me
Ibid

2.Pearson, B. H.

s o



-1

2. Wilmington (Terminal Island), Calibrnia
, A part of Terminal Island was tideland’and on it

lived a large Mexican population. Hundredshpfvshagksﬂhad _
been built by them of strippings; it was a sight to behold.
Over to this island moved Mrs. FPhoebe Langdon, an aged Free
Methodist woman well known for her piety,‘ Why or how she
happened to move there‘I_cannpt tell. She was not a women
of great talents or ability and she was becoming deaf. Her
heart was moved at what she waw in these new surroundings.
This was in 1920. She went over to Los Angeles to the
Mexican Mission apd»p}ed& fgr workers.tougomg over to_help
these people. There were no funds, few workers and those
who were glving of their time had more than they could do.
B. H. Pearson suggested to her that she start something;
and that shé did; Sheistarted a Sunday School in her own
home.

The children came™black and yellow, brown and

white... She loved them, cried over them, pray-

ed over them. Of course, they didn't know what

it all meant, but they liked the Sunday-School

cards and the singing, so they kept coming. For

meny months she would come to Los Angeles, im-

ploring us to send a Mexican missionary as the

majority of her scholars were Mexicans... At

last Mr. Cisneros was sent, a building was pur-

chased for $350.00, and the work begun." 1
Because of the government's taking over the tideland, the
mission had to move. SubSequently, a site was bought in

l. Pearson B. H.: Mexican Missions, p. 45
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Wilmington and the work transfersd to that place. A preach-
ing point and Sunday School was started at Vista Delmar in

connection with this work.

3. Santa Ana, California

This wdrg was started in the summer of 1922 by
Miss Lela Roll, the daughter of the Free Methodist pastor
at Santa Ana, California. :3he became concerned for the
Mexicans in her community and held house-court Sunday Schools
among them. When Hr. Cisneros was sent to Santa Ana to labor
among hils people Miss Roll, who was a verj frall person went
to work in a laundry to get money to_pay for the rent for the
first building. Later, local business men and firms donated
materials and money and others helped, so that a lot and a
church building were sewvured. The establishment of this |
mission was due to the prayers and labors of Miss Roll. She

saw a need and did what she could to £1il1l it.

4. Palo Vefde, California
| A different method was used in getting the work

startéd in this place. Palo Verde was a large Mexiéan
Community. It furnished a promising opportunity inasmuch as
no other church was doing work in that field. In June 1923
a tent meeting was begun in the streets of Palo Verde. Good
services were held and God marvelously helped. Twentyufi§e
dollars was glven to B.H. Pearson, and on a private wventure

he made a down payment on a lot in that section. A church
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was erected and “the work has slowly built into a strong
. 1
and o_} present self-supporting work."

5. Floral Drive (formerly Belvedere),California

Belvedere weas a large commnity of Mexicans just
outside the city limits of Los Angeles. The workers had
prayed for a providental opening in that needy field. An
independeht Holiness Mission asked our people to assume the
responsibility;forktheir work. The missionmﬁgs been trans-
ferred to 4232 Floral Drive where a theatre building was
purchased. A large dining room was built in the basement

and this church is often the meeting place for conference

and convention groups of the Mexican Church.

6.‘Richfield‘Mission

"Work at Richfield, or Atwood, California,
was the result of a man who raised up a church
group in his own home and them called the Free
Methodlsts over to organize it. The work is now .. -~
-largely carried on by fome meetings. Only re-
cently this group has been active in raising
up another mission work at La Jolla, where as
many as fifty people have come out for cottage
meetings, and where special services are now
being held. We thank God for the missionary
spirit which is increasing among our Mexican
people." 2 :

, From what we have seen so far in the opening and
establishing of the first few missions it will be unnecess-
ary to continue to relate how each work or station was

L L ] L 4 L ] L

l.Johnson, H.F3; Ed.: Hand book of Free Methodist Missions,p.78
2¢ Ibid, p.80. ’
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started. Any outstanding features of the esteblishment of
other mission stations will be noteé in the summary state-
ments of this chapter. The work among the Mexicans spread
from the nucleus afound Los Angeles to other parts of Cali-
fornia and Arizona. Christians in other areas Whgre there
were migrating Mexicans somebimes would start Sunday Schools
among them. Often times these local measures grew out of
having read or heard of the work that was being done for the

Mexicans in California.

D. Extension of the Work into Mexlco

For sometime there had been a desire on the part

" of the American and Mexican workers to carry the gospel mess-
age down Iinto old Mexico, the country from which these nation-
“els had come. In 1929 a preliminary survey was mede by B.H.
Pearson and Emeterio Soto of Mexico.l Their trip took them
into Mexieo City;. They were recelved #ery kindly by other
misSionary groups, and the Congregaﬁionalists offered to
turn over one of the smaller states to our board as they had
not been able to extend thelr work into that area.gi The
missionary secretary, Rev. W.B. Olmstead, at that time said
to B. H. Pearson Mnever in your generatlon or mine will we
be able to go into Mexico“.5 But the hearts of the Mexican
people had been stirred as well as their leaders. MNiss

- * L 4 L] [ 4

1. Burritt, Carrie T.: The Story of Fifty Years, p. 154
2. Personal conversation wiIR B. H. Pearson
3. Ibid



Quesdada had spoken to a convention group of the need in the
state of Sonore, Mexleo. Gonzalo Cisneros had come from
that state, and he had a great desire to go back to his own
people. During the déﬁréssionfyears in the United States a
great wave of nationalism was sweepPing Mexlico. Many Mexicans
in the United States were reburning to their fatherland. The
time seemed to be ripe for the Free Methodlst Church to enter
Mexico. After much correspondence and may conferences with
proper authorities it was decided to open up a work in the
northern part of Mexico near the American border.

An abandoned Protestant church was found at
Pitiquito.l This church along with four others and a school
property belonged to the Methodist Church of Mexico, whose
- main work was 1700 miles away in the center of Mexico. When
Bishop Juan Pascoe, of the Methodist Church of Mexico was
Interviewed and told of the desire to obtain one of their
churches he said,

"I can see that God has been leading you Free
Methodists, I have Jjust returned from a meet-
ing at Nashville, Tennessee, where we discuss-
ed this situation in Sonora, and I have been
given authority to present this matter to an-
other church with the thought of their assum-
ing our responsibility in that State." 2
The result was that finally in 1931 there was a transfer of
property and résponsibility for the evangelization of the
- northern part of the Sonora from the Methodist Church South

3
to the Free Methodist Church. Rev. and Mrs. Gonzalo Bisneros

. L ® € 4.

1. See the Free Methodist, June 3, 1932, p. 356
3. Ibid p. 365
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and two women workers were the first to be sent 1nto Mexico.
For a while things went rather well; meetings were held, the
crowds came and many were converted, but along with it the
surge of nationalism was rising higher and higher. The
height of pro-Mexican feeling was reached during the 1950'5.
"The religlous laws (were) aimed primarily at the foreign
Catholic priests® : although the Protestants suffered most
severly. Preaching was stopped; the Free Methodist property
was taken away; foreign workers had to leave the country,
and all of this when the leading and opehing seemed to be
80 opportune. The properties still have not been turned
back, but are‘in the hands of others.

Because of the governmental regulations there was
a period of several years when the Free Methodist Missionary
Work in Mexico marked time. The workers kept the faith and
the vision; some of them moved into Nogales, Arizona}across
from Negales, Sonora, Mexico and started a church and a
school. The Mexicans living near there could cross the
border to come to Christian Services or to go to school.
The ofder to close all of the churches in the state of Sonora,
Mexico came in May 19343 the ministers were asked to desist
from functioning as ministers or leave the éountry (and the
Free Methodist ministers were Mexicans). ° The ministers
vislited from house to house and distributed literature dur-
ing which years abou® 100,000 Gospels were given out.

L] (] . ) .

1. The Free Methodist, June 3, 1932 p. 356.
2. Missionary Tidings, January 1935 p. 15.

3. Tbid March 1935, p. 53.
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In 1937 an order came from the Governor's office of Sonora,
Mexiéo which authorized Rev. Gonzalo Cisneros to officiate
as a minister in about fifteen town and cities in northern}
Sonora.l Each state in Mexico interprets and enforces the
laws as it pleases; some states have been very strict in
enforecing the laigizoncern chufches and Christian gather—
ings. Sonora has been one of the states which has enforc-
ed these laws rigorously. The laws are still on the statife
books, but from 1937 to the present time there has been a
kindlier feeling and more work and services are going for-
ward. The property has not been returned, but the Mexlicans

are buying new lots and building new churches. For the

February 1942 Missionaﬁz Tidings the Rev. Ernest Keasling,

Jre., Superintendent of the Eree Methodist Mexican Missions

wrote:
"For the first time I obtained a visitor's per-
mit as a minister and superintendent of Mexlican
Missions and also registered the station wagon
under the Free Methodist Mexicen missions and
never a gquestion asked. I was even introduced
to an officer at Mexican customs house as super-
intendent." '

With the pregent governmental attitude btoward
churches the Mexican workers and laymen are much encouragede.
They are doing all that is in their power to establish them-

selves and advance the kingdom of God in their own 'patria’,

l. Missionary Tidings, October 1937 p.309
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E. 0fficlal Church Support of the Prese Methodist

- Missions among the Mexicans.

It may be well at this point to state something
as to the backing and administration. of this work. In the
beginning it was the concern of individuals, then the con-
cern of a local church, and soon a Soubthern California Con=
ference matter. At the General Missionary Board Heeting
of the Free iethodlst Church of North America held on October
24, 1918 appropriations were made for the Mexican Mission in
Los Angeles. The same was done again in 1919 and in 1920.
In 1921 these Mexican missions became an adjunct of the
missionary endeavors carried on by the General Missionary
Board of the Free Methodist Church. The record shows that:
"The Revs W. W. Visnon, of the Southern California
Conference presented the needs of the home mission
work in Southern California, and brought a request
from the Home Misslons Board and the conference
that the General lMissionary Board take over the
home missions work in that conference... The Board
voted to take all this work over and to administer
itgees ® 1
The whole church now was baék of this project with 1is pray-
ers, its support, and its gifts. 1In 1922 the Rev. Benjamin
Harold Pearson was elected superintendent of the Mexican
work in California by the General Missionary Board of the
; : 2.
Free Methodist Church. @ The General Missionary Board
hascentinued to this day to support and to admlnister the
Mexican Missionary worke.
L ] - *

1., Conference Minutes, 1921 p.324.
2. Tsia, I§§2 p. Ssgo
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F. Membership Growth of the Free Methodist

Missiqnafy Work among the Mexicans

Free Methodist Mexican Missions Full Mewmbership

Bach horizontal square = 50 members
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This graph shows the year by year movement of the missions

as to total membership.
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The statistics which have been gathered together
and charted on the Membership graph were taken from the
Annual Minutes.l The Mission which was started in 1917
reported in 1918 that it had eighteen members. The indi-
cater rises and falls until in 1941 the Mexican Provisional
Conference reported a total membership of 1137. Axperson
reading the graph is interested not only in the upward
curve but also desires to know why that at times it moves
downward. This membership curve was discussed personally
with the Rev. B. Harold Pearson. From this conversation
is taken some of the explanations.

In 1923 thereis a slight drop in the curve which
calls for #>me explanation. A Méxican pastor from outside
the Free Methodist Church had been employed as pastor of
the Los Angeles Mission, which was the oldest and largest
worke B. H. Pearson was still a young man and did not
fully know the psychology of the Mexican people. This
pastor was teaching things which were not fully in accord
with the Scriptures nor with the Free Methodist tradition.
Great care and much prayer went into the dealing with this
brother, but when he went from the mission he took over
half of its members with him. This situation caused great
distress to the young supefintehdent, B. H. Pearson; but as

he looks back upon it now he believes it was providental

* L L 4 L] [ ]

1. Conference Minutes of the Free Methodist Church 1917-1941
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because he learned new lessons. He came into a clearer
understanding of the. Mexican mind. It came early in his
superintendency and was of inestimable value in the Years
that lay ahead.

In 1935 there were no reports available and the
1934 reports were used; thus this explains the marked in-
crease in the.lQSG report. In 1938 all of the pastors and
workers did not give complete reports, thus a sharp decline
is seen in the curve. Afterwards the superintendent press-
ed his pastors to have complete and accurate reports and

the curve resumes its upward swing in 1939.

G« Summary

This study began with the influx into the United
States of about a half million poor, migrant Mexicans who
left their country because of disturbed political and eco-
nomic conditions. They were found for the greater part to
be neglected,?uneduéated and superstitious. Three Christian
women saw this great need; something had to be done. They
made it a matter of fervent prayer and from‘those heart
cries to God came a vision\pf what could be accomplished.
The beginning was unpretentious. Into the effort went
much prayer, sacrifice, labors, and suffering. There were
barriers of inexperience, language, money support, as vell
as a lack of a thorough understanding of the Mexican mind.

The spirit that was manifested by these pioneers and work-
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ers was contagious, so contagious that missionary work was
started by others in different localities. 1In 1921 the
General Missionary Board of the Free Methodist_Church-
assumed the support, responsibility , and the administra-
tion of this Mexican Missionary work. The full membership
growth of thése missions has not been spectacular. The
graph indicates a steady upward movement. The Mexicans did
not lag behind but saw what living, vital, Christianity
could do for their own people in the United States and in
their fatherland. The work was expanded until the missions
were extended into 01ld lexico itself.

The political factor has been large in this
Christian adventure of faith. Disturbed political con-
‘ditions in Mexico caused meny to seek refuge outside of .
their own borders. The rising national feeling in Mexico
during the depression years created an urge for many to
return home from the United States. Along with this nation-
a}l feeling there arbse an anti-religious campaign which
closed the churches and forbade Christian assembliss in
- Mexico. The tide is again changing and there are great
hopes among the Mexican Christians that in a shgrt while
full time active Christian missionary work may be in pro-
gress in their fatherland. From a humble beginning in a
}‘basement room tens of thousands of Mexicans in the United

States and Mexico have heard the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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CHAPTER IT
THE MEDICAL AND EDUCATIONAL WORK
OF THE MEXICAN MISSIONS

In reading missionary subjects and problems and
listening to missionaries who have returned from the field,
we have noted that much of the missionary work being done
throughout the world could be classified under three main
heads, namely: a) evangelistic; b) educational; and e). pedi;'
cal and social. The first chapter of this thesis has dealt
mainly with the evangelistic character of the missionar§
work carried on among the Mexicans by the Bree Mefhodists,ﬂx
although at times mentlion has been made of4educational or
sgcial service activities. Now, we turn our attention to
these other phases of service which have such an important

part in missionary activities.

" A. Medical Work
Starting witﬁ the very first worker among the
Mexicans in Los Angeles social service and medical and
nursing care has been a part of the duties of one or more
of the workers. The house court living éonditions of the
Mexicans was described in chapter one.1 Miss Nella True,
the first superintsndent, found during her visits among the

Mexicans that many of them were in need of care for their

L] * L] L

1. Cf. Chapter one, p.l2.
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bodies as well as their souls. She did what she could to
correct many of these situations by giving advice, but more
often it was a practical demonstration of what should be
done. In extreme cases or where the mother was ill and no
other help could be secured, Miss True would go and stay
in these Mexican homes. W¥Whils she was there she would
nurse the sick, do the cooking, laundry, house work, and i
care for the children. o&he manifested her love for these
people in deeds as well as in words. This gripped the
hearts of the people, breaking down many barriers.

When B. H. Pearson returned to the missionary
work after World War I he found the living conditions of
the Mexicans ab ot the same as they had been Wwefore he left.
- The Mexicans were poor, had large'families, lived in con~
gested areas, and meny were ill. As late as 1925 he wrote:

Ythe house court, the remodeled residence, and the
shack, are a grim triumvirate reaping their toll
in premature death and preventable sickness.
Christianity dare not rest until the habitations of
the Mexicans are fit to house folk created a little
lower than the angels... The Mexican baby's chance
to live is just one-third that of the average babe
born in Los Angeles." 1
These terrible conditions existed before medical and hospi-
tal service was organiied as it is in this day. ‘Many of
these people did not know the simple health rules fop the
prevention of disease and care of the giok
The Rev. B. H. Pearson carried on the work that

1. Pearson, B, H: Mexican Missions, p.54.
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had been started by Miss NellaATrue. He knew many of the
Aleadihg physicians’and surgeons in Los Angeles. Dr.'William
Manning wa%ﬁpérson&l friend of B; H. Pearsons and often was
called upon when serious cases were discovered. One-day

Dr. Maﬁniné@eid to B. H. Pearson, "Young men you éan do &
lot of this yourself.® ' That ﬁas‘the beginning of many
interestlng and helpful experiences. A doctoris kit was
secured and it was not very long until the man with that

kit was well known in "Dog-town". That kit secured an en-
trance into almost anyiplace. Charges were never made and
no money accepted for the services. In new and severe cases
the doctors were always consulted. This work grew until thé
'superintendent was making one hundred medical calls a month?
,Théfgrcwth of this worlk was an indication that unofficial

- medical service could not long be continued; yet such an
important work it was that & clinic was sorely needed. Thus
B. H. Pearson presented this matter to & number of prominent
doctors, some of whom had backed him in his medical advenr
tures. "They became interested,:then offered their services“;
A clinic was started in November 1922 a half block distance
from the old basement mission room. The doctors who had
offered and who gave of their service were specialists in
their respective fields.

L ] * L ] L d .

1. Pearson, B, H: Personal converstaion.

2. Missionary Tidings: October 1922, p. 185,

3. Howland , Jeene H: "Los Angeles Homeopathic Clinic“ a
leaflet. ) :




In 1924 prdperty was bought at 1510 North Main
Street, at which place in 1925 was erected a two story
brick and concrete building, forty-five by fifty-fourifeet
in size at a cost of $19.OOO.l This Hahnemapn Medical and
Surgical Clinic, Inec. was 1nter-racial, interdenominational,
and honrsectarian. The mission had its chapel in this same
building; thus the spiritual and the social activities were
carried on hand in hand. During the years of its greatest
usefulness part of the support of the cliniec came from the
Community Chest of Los Angeles. Some years it served over
five thousand patients. This clinic is still carrying on,
but the character of its work has been changed considerably
during these last few years. The same change took place
~in TLos Angeleé as happened in New York City to the church
sponsored clinics and medical work. During the depression
years the state and city governments started doing intens-
ive clinical and medical work. Thus the church found itself
duplicating that which was being done by other agencies.
Doctors continue to have offices at the cliniec, The main
service that the mission renders now is spiritual'and
advisory, giving proper inﬁormatian to those who need medi-
¢al or hospital care but do not have the means to pay for
such services. These needy ones are introduced or teke n
to the proper governmental égencies.

Thus the church saw a need and met that need to
the best of its abilities until other agencies were raised

* [ ] * . *

1, Pearson B.H.:Mexican Missions, p. 32




up to care for the unfortunate, the sick, and the dyinge.
In the meantime the city's laws became better and more
strict concerning housing and health:situations. Preven-
tlons as well as cures were stressed. Medical service was
never carried on by the mission outside of Los Angeles

except by individual workers under special localized con-

ditions.

B. Educational Work

The problem of carrying on educational activitles
in areas where "home missions™ are beirg operated is alto~
gether differenﬁ from the proﬁlem of education in foreign
fields removed from the home base. The former problem is
larger, more difficult and harder to work out satisfacto-

- rily. On the home base you do not want to spend money and
time to duplicate the work being done by other agencies and
‘especially the government. When working among nationals .
living away from their fatherland there 1s a definite need
of special types of educationalkactivities to be carried on
among éhem. Often this need is not clearly seen. Thus it
is met with most inadequate measures, resulting from the
trial and error method.

The Christian educational acitivies of the mission
churches 4did not differ very greatly .from these being carr-
ied on by sister English-speaking churches in the same area.
Sundaey schools, young peoples' meetings, missionary societiegk

lay workers conferences, and Bible study groups soon were
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part of the weekly and monthly activities of these Mexican
mission‘churches. It is unnecessary to describe these
activities because théﬁ are so well kqown to us in our own
churches. The lexicans kept pace with their American |
brothers, for they saw the need and value of these types
of Christian education. .

The first Free Methodist Mexican Camp Meeting
was held at Clilno, California Juiy 0-20, 1924. From the
following order of the day you learn that it was not only
a time of inspiration and evangelization but a period of
instruction and eduéatién%

6: a.m. Prayer meeting theme: "Jesus our Example
and Teacher in the School of Prayer"

9: a.m. Testimony services. Different topics
every day, eig. "My Conversion"; "My
Sanctification®; “Those who have helped
me in the Christian life%; “Answered
Prayer'; "Tithing and Financial Help
from God'; etc. '

10:a.m. A Bible School: "Doctrines and Methods
for Christian Workersh,

1:30 p.m.Childrers Meetings.
3ip.m. Sermon on the subject of Holiness.
6ip.m. Street meeting in the town |
7:30p.m. An evangelistic service
Sundays Special services; Mlissilonary serwvices.
This first Mexican Camp Meeting was an adventure of faith

L ] * L 4 L] L ]

1. The Free Methodist 1924 p. 555. ~Adapted




-35~

which proved to be successful and most helpful. The evangel~
ist for the occasglon was invited from a sister denomination.
The local Mexican Congregationai Miséion of Chino also helped
and many of its members attesded the services. This first
camp meeting was guaranteed by other funds. Since that time
annual camp meetings have become an established institution
among the Mexlican churches and no longer do they have to
depend on outside funds; they pay all of thelr own expenses.

o In July 1926 the first Mexican Sunday school
convention was held by these mission churches. The growth
~of the Sunday schools and the enrollment 1s giﬁen in the
accompanying graph. It was not long until young peoples'
conventions and missionary conVentions were being held. One
of the cro#&ng,events’took place in November 1931 when this
mission work was organized into The Mexican Provisional
Conference of the Free Methodist Church of North America.l
Thié was a great step forward in thelr assuming the respon-
sibility and government of thelr own church worke.

There were two other types of work carried on by
some of the missionaries and workers; : that was day or night
classes and classes 1In Americanizatlon. Because of the great
Mexican population in and around Los Angeles most of this
work was done in that city. The night classes were planned
to suit the needs of those who attneded. Miss Emma Corson
(now Mrs. B. H. Pearson) also taught fifth, sixth, and

1. Missionary Tidings January 1932 p. 3.
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Free MethodistrMexican Missions
Sunday School .Enrollment
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Each vertical square =
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sejenth« grades. This was all done at once in one year so
as to £it older pefsons to enter Los Angeles Seminary, the
Free Methodist high school and juniér college which was
located in that city.

| In stud&ng and  reading materials for this thesis
the writer has been lmpressed with the'many times the word
'need' was used. Some one saw a need somewhere and following
the understanding of that need usually would be prayer, tell-
ing others about it, then the activiities on the part of some
or many to fulfil that need. The need for special types
of education woﬁld not be seen by the multitudes as would
ill bodies or dire poverty, nor would it be felt because in
its early stages it is often inarticulate. Bubt a need was
seen for a training home for Mexican Girls. A matron and
a cottage was secured; the Young Peoples Missionary Soclety
of Southern California and others furnished food and house~
hold equipment; and from Mexican homes came nine girls.
These girls either attended public school or the high school
department of Los Angeles Pacific College. The work in the
home was done by the girls} besides whieh there were special
Bible Study courses, & Christian workers training course,
and assisting in the services at the mission. Worthy of
mention are the matrons of this home: Miss Ruth Kenworthy
and Mrs. Adelaide L.Beers. These women bullt character
into the girls that came to the home as well as giving them

a thorough Christian training. Mrs. Beers came to the home
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as matron when she was sixty-five years old, after a full
active life as a pastor's wife, wife of a college president,
a college dean of Women,'and holding important offices in
local, state, and national socleties. She gave her last
fifteen years to Mexican missions, and her name is among
those blessed women who have labored well for their Master.
This girl's training home was started in 1922 and has been
merged with the school at Negales, Arizona.

A similar home for the boys was started in‘1927
in Los Angeles. The desire Was to train these young men to
work among their own people in the Unlted States, and if the
opportunity came they would be ready to go back into Mexico
with the gospel light.l This home also 1s now mergéd with
the Nogales Bible School. For a while special courses were
éiven at Loé Ahgeles Pacifié Coliége in Spanishkespeciallﬁ
for these and obther Mexican young people preparing for
Christian service. All of these attempts did not fully meet
the need. In comparing the Free Methodist work to meet this
situation with what was done by some of the other denomina-
tions the writer feels that the Free Methodist Church did
as well as they. None of them were satisfied that they had
adequately comprehended or fully met this home mission
problem and need.

When the mission work was extended into Mexico

R J L 4 * L] LJ

1. Missionary Tidings, April 1928, p. 69.




among the property turned over to the Freé Methodist Church
was the school at Magdalena, Sonora, México; then it was
thaet the church thought they had a solution to their problem.
During the next few years came & rapid succession of events.

From the minutes of 1932 we read:

¥Phrough unavoidable hindrances it has been im~
possible to open the Bible School at Magdalena,
but conditions are so shaping themselves that it
is expected the school will start early in the
new year." 1

Then in 19333

¥The property in Sonora, Mexico, is now in our
possession. The school property at Magdalena
has only recently been turned over to us. We
must start the Bible training school at Magdalena
soon.” 2

But in 1934:

"Tn Mexico it is not only prohibitive for a

forelgn missionary to preach, but even for a
native to propagate the gospel except by lay
distribution of tracts and Testaments." 3

Thus the plans to start a training school for the Mexicans
in their own country to train their own leaders was thwart-
eds A call to prayer was sent through the church publications
to the .church at large., B. H. Pearson writing about what
the future held in store penned these words:

"What are God's promises? The outlook is just

that bright. There are great things ahead if

we can only consolidate the gains already made

under the blessing and anointing of the Spirit

and raise up a spirit-filled and anointed priest-
hood of preachers, missionaries, deaconesses, and

L L J L4 L L

1. Conference Minutes, 1932 p. 268.
2, Ibid, 1933 p. 272,
3. Ibid, 1934 p. 257.




Bible women from among the converted groups that

we now have. To this end we greatly need a Bible

School to be carried forward, and we a&dgk you to

pray that this educational work which has been

interrupted for a time may once more be carried

forward to the great blessing of thousands of

souls in Latin America.® 1 v ‘

In 1934 the Girls' Training Home was again reopen-

ed in Los Angeles.2 This was not satisfactory but was just
a make—shift until different arrangements could be made. It .
Was during the depression years, and the Missionary Board
was pressed on all sides because of the lack of funds. Mrs.
Beers'moved"tovﬂogales, Arizona and started a schocl in her
own home. In.1955 a building one_block from the center of
the town and one block from the border was secured. The
building is a two story brick and conCrete strgcture, oﬁe
hundred and twelve by twenty-five feets It house§ the‘
kitchen, dining room, class rooms and dormitory. In 1939
Professor Harry O. Harper was approinted principal of the
Nogales Bible Schools There are fifty-eight.students in
training during the school year 1941—1942.5 This school is
destined to have a great part in the future of the Mexican
Missionary work both in the United States and in Mexico.
The qlasses carried on in this school are in Spanish and
Englishe. Under present conditions it is best to continue
this school in the United States.

1. Missionary Tidings March 1934 p. 42.
2. Ibid, June 1935 p. 130.
3e For.addltional details see appendix.
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Ce Summary

It is apparent that all the social and educational
activities of the Mexicaﬁ church resulted from a real sense
of need on the part of a few awakened and love-motivated
individuals. These consecrated people did what they could
to alleviate conditions as they found them. %Yhe chief re-
sult along medical lines was the founding of a clinic which
cared for the bodies as well as the souls of men.  While the
work of the clinic is now less significaht théb it once was |
it effectively bridged the gap until a full program of
medical care was undertaken by the government.

Vital Christianity has alwa&s been a reading
religion and has fostered educatlion. Many of these Mexicans
at thelr conversion did not know how to read or write. These
converts would ask for instruction. Night classes and classes
in Americanization were the natural outgrowth of the evangel-~
istic efforts. There was not only ihstruction for theadults
but a well roupded educational Christian program for the
whole family. For a church to properly propagate itself it
mist train its own leaders taken from its own ranks. First
there came training homes affiliated wi?h American schools
but now a.Bible’school at Nogales, Arizona 1s preparing
men and women to be heralds of the gospel of Jesus Christ

to the Mexican people.
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CHAPTER III

METHODS USED IN THE FREE METHODIST MISSIONARY
WORK AMONG THE MEXICANS

A. The Methods Stated
The methods that have been used in the Free
Methodlist missionary work among»the Mexicans will be con-
sidered under these heads:
1. Evangelism;
2. Christian education;
3¢ Church government and finance;
4. Healthe |
The discussion of thesemethods and their application will
kfollow the above order. In a discussion of this nature
there is not always found a clear line of demarkation
between the above headings. The Christian life 1s a unit.
The divisions have been made that the whole field rather
than Just a part might»be covered. 0ver1apping? as far as
possible; will be avoided but wher§ it does occur it will
be found that a natural, logieal, order is being followed.
l. Bvangelism | |
The term 'evangelism' i1s used by the'writér in
its fullest meaning which is the promulgation of the gospel.
Preaching has always been one of the ways in which Christi-

anity has been propagated. On the very firat night that



-44-

the Mexican Mission was opene& in Los Angeles there was
preaching at the street meeting and again in the miséionA
hall. Preaching from that day to ﬁﬁis has had‘its Proper
emphasis and place in the Mexican missionary Wbrk;‘withv
the exception of the years it»was prohibited in Mexico._
This preaching has been done in the missions and churches
as well as out of‘doorsqby~b$th lay and ecclesiastical men
and women.v‘The preaching has been similiar to that garried
on in American churches with a view to evangelize, to edify,
and to indoctrinate. , ‘ |

The Meﬁican people love infqrmal gatherings as
well as great assemblies for conference and festlve
occasicns, The~po;icy‘of the Free Methpdist Church has
been not to force or superimpose any more of its machinery
than is absolutely necessary upon the Mexican people.. The
American workers have tried to understand the‘Mechan.min&A
and the Mexican customs in all their activities. There is
much that has been transferred and used in building up the
native’church. Cottage meetings, prayer meetings and other
types of infqrmal‘serviges have had a large place in this
Mexican work. These groups are often led by laymen. The
Free Methodist Church encourages native lay workers to
give of their time andvtalents without remuneration for the
advancement of tﬁe kingdom of God. In the informal gather-
ings‘as we}l as the regular church services qppbrtunity»i;

given for public prayer and testimony at which time anyone
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may participate. ,

Visitation work is carried on by laymen and
workers.u Personal and spiritual problems are discussed and‘
prayed sbout; tracts and Christian literature are distributed.
Thus in a public, a semi-private, or in an individual way
the gospel is spread abroad that men mey hear and live.
Much stress is laid on private and united prayer. The
prayer meetings are seasons of great refreshing. No work
is entered intq without much prayer filrst having agcended
to the throne of God. Exhortatiéns often are heard for
2ll to depend upon the Holy Spirit to use them in their
preaching, praying, testifying, or other activities so that
'Hebmay conviet of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment;v
that changed lives shall be the result in those whot hear.

2. Christian Education 4 _ |

In Chapter II we noted the extent of the Christian
education activities being carrled on in the Mexican mission
churches and the specialized training for future workers.
The best of the modern teaching methods; adapted to thg
Mexican people; are being used in thelr church education
and activities. What we have said about the activities
being similiar to the American churches is also true
about the methods.‘ In fact the missibns, being younger;
have not fallen into some of the errors‘of the parent
: church but hanAtaken only that’which is best and most

usable and have adapted what they have taken to thelr own



ends.

We are especlally inbterested in the work and
methods used in the training school for Christian workers.
In conversation with Dr. Harry F. Johnson, the Missionary
Secretary of the Free Mefhodist Churgh; he sald that it was
the policy of the Free Methodist Church to establish a
Bible Trgining Center in every one of its mission fields.
Those who qualify as workers dome to this center to receive
a gpmprehensi#e training in the meaning, message, and
applicgtion of the Bible. These so trained carry back to
the;rkown people that which they have learned and puf if
into practice. This policy is in operation in the Free
Methodist fields of Japen, China, India, Africa, and the

Dominican Republic. It has never been the desire of the
church to bring nationals‘toqthe:Unitedyéﬁates‘fqr training.
Khen thé Commission on Missions of th§>Free Methodist Church
laid its plans for new and extensive work in Brazil, it made
provision for edncational activities along side of the
evangelistice In each of the five foreign‘missiqn flelds
of the Free Methodist Church there are properly qualified
and well trained professors and teachers in the training
schools. v ) - ] V

kATurning again to the ﬁicture of the Mexlcan
Missionary work we do not find the above pattern being
followed. The trial and error method was used for fifteen

years., A girls'training home was started in 1922 and a
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boys' training home was not founded untilviQZV. It was
not until 1935 that a separate Bible school was étarte@._
That was founded rirst_qf_all by a woman past seventy-five
years old in her own home. She saw a need;lshe had a
vision,_and éhe did all in hepApower and ability to bring
about the birth of such a school. There have been many
problems in comnection with this school worke Soﬁe were
met and solved; others were not fully‘comprehended or ap~
preciated? thus»they were not met_qpenly. Thpse who‘have
labored to advance formal education in this field have borne
great burdens that only the Master knows. Hand in hand with
aggressive evangellism should go a thorough training of the
native leaders.

~ 8. Church Government and finance.

~ According to the best Christian missionary
authorities the business of the missionary is not totrans-
p}ant a rsligious system with all of its machinery to a
foreign soil, but to carry with him thergiad tidings of a
1iving>0hri$t so that an4indigenous church may be raised
up. In other words, a miggidhary should‘not»work himself
into a bigger and bigger job, with more finences coming
frqm»the»hqme bage to»supppr# fcreign institutionskon'
foreign soil,Abut he shquld Work}himself out of avjcb. At
first this may seem illogical, but 1t is necessary if a
strong, self-supporting, native»church is to be founded.

The policy of the Free Methodist Church is to bulld an
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indigenous church in every one of its fields. »

In the Free Methodlst missionary work among the
Mexicans,.nafive workers, both lay and ministerial, have
been used. In the beginning before they had foﬁpdian@
developed workers from their own ranks they employed'pagtors
from other denominations. When the mission first developed,
1t looked as_;f it»might become a Sunday-school carriedlonu
in‘English among foreign speaking people.» This idga was soon
overruled because the need was for a church that could
minister to all the needs of these nationals. As these
native workers and pastors developed,_mor9 and more responsi-
bility was laild upon'them. The work was progressively ex-
panding. The n@gier_gf paid American missionaries did not
;ingrease”correspongingly‘with this progres§;4allmqfwwhich
showed that the Free Methodist Church was not taking a
theory for their policy but that they were maeking the
theory their practice.

o No church can make the mission churches abso-
lutely self suppor@ing from their ipcept;on,“‘This is
especially true aboubt the Mexican work for several rea-
sonse First; the missionary work was done among migrating;‘
poverty stricken, laborers, which composed the greater
percentage of the Mexicans in the United States. Sécond,
the Mexicans abhorred anything that savored of Roman
Qatholicism. The Roman church had helped to keep them in

poverty and had taken from them much of their earnings.



Third, the Mexidans had to be educated to the proper under-
standing and meaning of church support. In supporting_r
native workers the Free Methodist Church has hever given a
stipend which was larger than the average earnings of the
members’of his congregation. Financlal support is with-
drawn from these congregations usually at the rate qf ten
per-cent & year. In some instances it may be only five‘v
per~cent; all circumstances are taken 1nto consideration. .

~With growing congregations, growing resnonéibility,
and incregsing_self support, there came & desire on thevpart
of the Mexicans for mpfe self-governument and adm;nistration,
This had been what the missionaries had been working toward.
In 1931 the Commission on Missions of the Free Methodist |
Church received a request from the Mexican Missionary_
Churches asking that they be formed into a Mexican Pro-
visional Conference of the Free Methodist Church of North
America. In’this’request they were asking that they might
havéd their own governing body as did_the English speaking
churches; that a bishop, orloné properly appoinﬁed, might
preside at their conferences; that their pastorsAandA"
district supervisors might be appointed through the propsr
channels at this conference; and that all of their work
shquld continge un@er_the immediate supervision}ofggi
superipten@ent appointedAby the Commission on‘Missions.
This request was granted. The Mexican Provislonal Con-
ference was organized at Chino, California, during Thanks-

e o o o

l.,Johnson, Harry F.: Personal conversation.



giving week 193l. "The Mexican people had been locking
forward to the time when a conference organization would be
perfected for more than tquyears.”l _This‘conference re~
vealed_that the Mexican‘people had a capaclty for domng
things. Their discussions on policy and methods showed
their knowledge of condltions. They had a vision of the
needs of the worke. This was & memorable step taken in the
advance of fhe HMexican Missionarvaoﬁk.

\A This arrangement of provisional government con~
tinues until the present. Full self-government, however,
will not be granted to the Prpvisioﬁaluconferenge until the '
greater percentage of the churches is self supporting.
Agother_stép forward ;n self government isplanned for this
year, 1942. Since 1939 the superintendent of the Mexican
Provisional Conference has been giving but half of his time
td that work. During this year it is expegted thathls work
as supgrintegdent Will terminate,“ It is planned that a
Board of Administration will be formed for the Mexican
Provisional Conference. This Board will be composed of an
equal number of Mexicans and Americans. They will act in
the capacity of a superintendent or supervisor.z Th@
Missionary Board and the Mexicans hope that the day is not =
tooNfar distant when this Mexican missionary.work will
-become a gelf sugtain;ng Mexican Conference on an equality
with the other conferences of the Free Methodist Church of

1. Missionary Tidings, January 1932, pe5. =
Be JOINSON, “Haryy b & iPersonal conversation.
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North‘America. The accompanying graph show§'th§ amounts
that the Mexicans have given for their support of their
work. ‘ »
4. Health

A discussion of the clinic work carried on in Los
Angeles for all people in the Mexican_part:pf the»city was
given in Chapter II. The pollcy of the Free ilethodist Church
is tocarry on medical and clinical work where it 1s not
being provided for by governmental or other agencies. Some-
times the existing provisions are inadequate to meet all
qf @pe‘peeds;rthgn.the policy is”toAsupplQment until)ade—
quate means are provided. The methods used were those
recognized by health and medical authorities, both to pre-
vent and cure disease., =

| daring fqr.menfs‘bodies has been and is a legiti-

mate missionary strategy. When missionary workers, who
were strangers to the Mexicans,<labor9d; end sacrificed,
and suffered, that the afflicted Mexicans might be mede
whqle; they manifested their Christian love in deeds.
Barriers were broken down, hearts were madé aC@eptable,
gnd.mindg were opened\to’regeive the gospel message. Not
a few who had their bodles mended became friends of the
mission. Evangelism worked hand in hand with the health
program. The §ontacts'that were made throughvﬁhevglinic
and visitant medical workers werquftén turned into

results that enlerged the kingdom of God.
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B. Results of these Methods.

o In reviewing the results of these Missionary
methods that have been used in the Free Methodist missionr -
ary work among the Mexicans the same order will be followed
as found in»the first part of this chapﬁer.

1. Evangelism

~Because of the use of lay workers and lay preachers
without remuneration these laymen have often spontaneously
carried on or opened new work using their own initigheand
thelr own means. The men formed an organizatipn called
the "Yencedores", which translated literally means "Over-
comers or Victors™s It had a three fold ijective;}first;
®Organization for mofe effective work™; second,Ma profound
study of the Word"; third, "learning the art of winning
others for Christ“.l It was also interested in raising
funds to advance the cause of Christ among the Mexicens
in'Mexico, ;Qne of the most outstanding results of a lay-
mens ingenulty was had after an elderly Mexican woman shop
' keeperAhad been converted, ,She was very»active and had
been the means of bringing many of her own people to Christ.
In fact she gave up her shop so that she could have more
time to do the Lord's work. She moved away and was not
heard from for about a year. At last a letter came from
Mexacali, Mexlico. She had gone back to her old town to
live among old friends and acquaintances. Thé letter

* L 4 . L] L J

1. Missionary Tidings, April 1930, p. 73.
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asked for someone to come down to organize a church because
already sixty had been converted.tﬁrough her efforts.

J. Merle ngis seems to bemoan the fact that the
Mexican people like the use of informal meetings led by
laymen.l - It does have 1its dangers and could easily get
out of bounds. The Free Methodist missionaries and Mexican
workers have been careful to direct these movements from
behind the scénes and to check any irregularity that would
become harmful to the work of God. This shows that they
have not tried to superimpose & system that did not meet
the approval of the Mexican mind. From reading Missionary

, 2
Methods: St. Paul's or Ours by Rolland Allen, the writer

of this thesis beiieves that he would approve of these meth-
ods used by the Free Methodist Church to advance the Christ-
ian life amdng the Mexicans. | '
During the years when formal religious meetings

and services were denied in Mexico all of the Free Methodist
work did not disintegrate and fall to pleces. At first the
preacher could not stand in the pulpit to preach. Nothing
daunted, he would come down and preach to the congregation
from the aisles. Next, no ministers or preachers Wefe
allowed to spesk or preach and were asked to leave the
country. The laymen all came to church with a sermon and

L * L L .

l. Davis, J. Merle: The Economic Basis of the Evangelicel
Church in MexiCo, Pe OL, 32
2. Allen, Rolland: Missionary Methods: St. Paul's or Ours p.220




the work contimued. Bilbles were denled in public services;
then it was that the laymen learned portlions of Seripture

at home and would repeat it in their talks, exhortations,
prayers, or testimonles. At last, when the church properties
were taken from them they met together in homes. Persecu-
tions were bi#ter; the Christians suffered ﬁuch; the work did
not grow and prosper as in former times but the ligbﬁ was not
extinguished., It would have been a sad time if the Free
Methodist Church had used methods which were foreign and
1mpracticabl§.to the Mexican mind. The present results are
.that whole congregations are being brought to life again and

new places are being opened up and developed.

2. Christian Education. A D ‘

‘, Therresqlts_bf the methods used in carrying on
the Christian education actlvities in the church have been
most gratifying{ The methods have been sound pedagogically
and have provided for a well-rounded program of information,
inspirgtipp; nurture, and develmeept_for‘all ages, from the
babe to the grandpgren?. The accomplishmgnts and growth of
thé Mexican missions is due largely to the use of proper
methods in its Christian education ahd'propagation of the
Christian life. } S

‘ - During hany months when the“persecqtion of
Christiapspwa3~a£ its height in Mexico, the only outward

semblance of Free Methodist work was a few Sunday schools



carried on by a few young Mexican women. Much credit is
due to their fine Christian integrity and spirit and for
the heroism manifested by them. ‘
| Now, we turn our attention to the formal school
training of Mexican workers and leaders. Already it has
been mentioned that this part of the missionary program
presented many problems and difficulties. The chief diffi-
culty of the formal education is the raising of those trained
out of their socia;vclass. The policy of the Free Methodist
Church is to present Je;us Christ and him crucified to all
peoples;w The Free Methodist Church believes that vital
Chri§tianity;innthe hearts of men and women will produce o
a desire for soéial.betterment. When this need 1s felt and

the desire manifested, then the missionapies will do every

thing they can to 1ift every one socially. Jenne H. Howlangd,
writing a leaflet about Mexican work around 1925, said that
"eighty per cent of the Mexicans are 1111terate“.l Many
after convérsion asked to be taught the rudiments of reading
and writing that they might be able to read the Bible for
themselves. Another difficulty that had toubg faced was
that the Mexican ygung,people highly trained outside of
thelr native environment did not want to go back to labor
among their own people. ?his problem is most acube when
dealing with a migrant group of nationals in a foreign

o o e s+ e

1. Howland, Jenne H: ™Our Mexican Work™, a leaflet. p.4.



country. Earlier it was stated that the trial and error
methods were applied to these formal eduoational problems
am that 1t was not until 1935 that a working solution that
appreciably dealt‘with thg»situation was developed. This
was the founding of the Mogales Bible School at Nogales;
,Arizona,A The methqu used hbme apprear to be scunq educa~
tionally. The school is beginning to meet that long felt
need, but there is much yet to be accomplished in this area,

3. Church Government and Finance. |

7 The polity of the Free Methodist Church is a
combination of the Episcopal and Presbyterian systems. The
bishops do not have absolute authority;_while the laymen N
have equal representation with the clergy. This combination
of the presbyterial-episcopate form of gqvérnmentyéeems to‘
fit the Mexican mind. They are thoroughly acquainted with
the absolute system ofAthe Roman church, They lové freedom
and desire to have a voice ;n the management of their own
- affairs. Thus the church government and orgenization was
accepted with but minor gdgptations.
, Systemmatic giving and tithing has always been _
preached and taught in Free Methodist churches_and missionse.
The‘Mexigan missions‘were no exceptiqn even though.it.was>
odious to some because of their Catholic background. When
they saw that their money was not going to make a favored

1. For details about the Negales. school see appendix.



class rich, indolent, andfﬁpwerful but for the support of
their own workers and,churcﬁes many of their préjudices
were dissqlved. The Mexicans are & generous”people.ywlt is
most heartening to see how they freely and joyfully give
from their meagre earhings.

4. Health. _ ‘ ,
B v It‘has'been noted how that one missionary, untrained
in medical woﬁk? was glving of himself so fully that in one.
year he mede about fifteen hundred calls to relieve the sick
and suffering besldes his many other duties.?}wAfter_the_bv
clinic was started it cared for over five‘thousand patignts
during tts fullest year of service. The church of Jesus
Christ often acts as a stimlus to‘thevgqvernment_prqvoking
1t to gébd:ﬁdrks; ‘Theselgood works are Seen in bett?ruléws;
provision of public schools, and the care for the ill and
aged. The mission fulfilled its duﬁy‘in‘California,' The
health program and evangelism were syncretized so that they
mutually aided one another in bullding the'church militant.u
When missionary work is again fully sanctioned in Mexico the
Free Methodist Church may find thekneeé of doing medical
work in that country until adequate provisions are made by

the government.

L L 4 * - »

l. This thesis, p. 31l.



Ce Summary.

In reviewing the methods used in the Free Methodist
missionary work among the Mexicans it has been noted that
regular Sunday'and mid~-week services have been held. Formal
as well as informal gatherings are very common and are led by
laymen as well as clergy or missionary worke