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THE BIOGRAPHICAL METHOD IN THE PREACHING OF ALEXANDER WHYTE AND 

CLARENCE E. MACARTNEY 

says: 

INTRODUCTION 

A. The Problem Stated and the Present Study Justified 

John A. Broadus gives his description of preaching when he 

The great appointed means of spreading the good tidings of salva­
tion through Christ is preac~ing--words spoken whether to the in­
dividual or to the assembly. 

Various approaches have been used in an attempt to bring sal-

vation to men. One method which has been very effeeti ve in the ministry 

of two prominent Calvinist ministers, Alexander Whyte and Clarence E. 

Macartney, is the presentation of Biblical truths through the spiritual 

experiences of Biblical characters. Alexander 'Whyte graduated from his 

theological training at Edinburgh in 1866 and began his ministry at Free 

St. George's. He became the minister of this church upon the death of 

Dr. Candlish two years later. It was at this church that Dr. Whyte 

spent almost his entire preaching career, resigning from this pastorate 

in 1916. He gained great promintnce among his fellow churchmen, and 

was given the honor of being the Moderator of the Presbyterian Churches 

of Scotland in 1898. In the field of education he also gained great 

heights,being elected principal of New College in Edinburihin 1909 and 

holding this position until 1916. 

. . . .. ' . 
1. John A. Broadus: Preparation and Delivery of Sermons, p. 12 
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Clarence Edward Macartney was ordained to the ministry in the 

year 1905 and was installed as minister of the First Presbyterian Church 

of Paterson, New Jersey. After a successful pastorate of eight years he 

became the pastor of the Arch Street Presbyterian Church of Philadelphia. 

Dr. Macartney, like Dr. Whyte, achieved the highest office within the 

Presbyterian Church when he was elected Moderator of the Presbyterian 

Church in the U.S.A. in the year 1924. In the year 1927 Dr. Macartney 

succeeded Dr. Maitland Alexander as minister of the famous First Pres-

byterian Church of Pittsburgh, where he remained as pastor until 195.3 

when he resigned from the active pastorate. 

The chief concern in the preaching of both of these men was 

not primarily with the proclamation of certain doctrines or the explan-

ation of difficult passages of Scripture. It was rather to clothe those 

doctrines in flesh and blood and to present the psychology of faith and 

morals. Both men believed biography to be one of the best methods of 

achieving this result. This is pra.etical experiential rather than doe-

trinal preaching. 

With reference to the value of Bible biography as a teaching 

medium Dr. Macartney writes: 

Life is the great teacher. That is why biography is the greatest 
literature. The Bible is the greatest biographer and therefore, 
the greatest teacher. What is recorded there of the lives of men 
is written for our admonition, 'upon whom the ends of the ages are 
come' .1 

The purpose of this thesis is to discover those factors in 

the biographical sermons of Macartney and Whyte which make them inter-

esting and effective vehicles for presenting Scriptua.l truths. 

• • • • • • 

1. Clarence E. Macartney: Bible Epitaphs, p. 9 
-v-
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A comparison will be made to ascertain the likenesses and differences 

in their methods and in their applications of the characters of the 

Bible. 

The contributions which these two men have made to the presen­

tation or Scriptural truths by means or biographical preaching a. well 

recognized. Although Dr. Alexander Wilyte died thirty years ago, his in-

nuence is still felt tod.ay. Dr. Samuel Shoemaker, formerly or Calva.r;r 

Episcopal Church ia Hew York City, considers the biographical works of 

Dr. Whyte among tht! best books in his library.l Dr. Macartney, oa the 

other hand, although now retired from the active ministry, ~s still 

ver;r prominent in the Presbyterian circles of this eountr.y and has a• 

~wide recognition as a conservative Biblical preacher. Much or 

this tame has come to him because or his biographical sermons. 

B. Subject Delimited 

Both or these men have written numerous books outside the 

field of Bible biography. Since the main contribution ot each or these 

ministers has been in the field or biographical preaching, only those 

serm.ons dealing with the characters or the Bible will be studied. These 

will be investigated with the aim. ot determ.ining those factors in the 

sermons which have aided in making them effective in presenting the 

truths ot the Gospel. 

D. Procedure and Sources 

In order to achieve some knowledge or the backgroWlds ot each 

•••••• 
1. •'My Ten Best Books," Religion in Lite, XII, (Autumn Nu.mber 1950) p. 506 
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of these biographical preachers a summary of their lives will be given. 

Two main sources on the life of Alexander Whyte will be used. These 

are as fiollows: 

1. !!!!, !:.Y.!, .2!. Alexander Whzte, D.D., By G. F. Barbour 

2 • .!!l!, Religious Develo;encmt ,2! Alexander Whyte, a M.R.E. degree 

thesis prepared by Helen L. Evans at the Biblical Seminary in 

New York, 1951. 

Published information regarding tb! life of Clarence E. Mac­

artney is very limited. No one bas written his biography as yet. In­

formation regarding his life bas come from pamphlets published by his 

church in Pittsburgh as well as from personal correspondence which~ewit­

rrlDI!s had with those who have knolClhim and worked with him. 

Following the survey of the lives of these men, representa­

tive biographical sermons will be analyzed to ascertain those elements 

which have made this type of preaching ef.f'ecti ve. The final chapter 

will show the comparisons and contrasts in the methods used by Whyte 

and Macartney in biographical preaching. In order to make the compar­

ison more vivid, sermons which deal with the same theme as well as the 

same character have been chosen as far as possible. 

Some of the main sources which will be used for material on 

the preaching of Dr. Whyte are as followsa 

1. Bible Characters, Vol. I-VI, Third Edition, by Alexander Whyte 

2. ~~ Teach Us ~ !£!;[, by Alexander Whyte 

Material regarding the preaching of Dr. Macartney will be 

taken from his numberous books of sermons on Biblical Characters. The 

sermons analyzed are taken from the following three books of sermons; 
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1. !!.!, Wisest.!:!!!. 2.-other .. !!!, 2,!_ :.!!.. Bible, by Clarence Jfacart;nq 

2. Great Interviews ot Jesus, by Clarence Macart;ney 
"' ...,., 
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CHAPTER I 

THE BIOGBAPHICAL METHOD II THE PREACHING OF ALEXANDER WHY'l'E 

A. Introduction 

Few men have started. from such a· humble begimdng and. risen 

to such heights in the Christiau ministry as Alexander Whyte. Although 

he was an illegitimate child aud came from a poverty stricken family-, 

yet through hard work of both mother at1d son he was able to complete 

the work tor both his college and seminary degrees. 

It would be impossible to fully" estimate the influence which 

this man of God has had. One of the great memorials he has lett is his 

work on Bible characters. His insight into the lives ot these men and 

women has been a source of help to Jll8ll7 ministers following in his steps. 

Through a psychological approach to the lives of Bible characters he was 

able to put great stress upon ethical preaching. He states the method 

and aim of this type of preaching in a sermon on Moses: 

Were I to let Jq&elt once expatiate on the whole of Moses 1 s lite I 
would not know where to begin or ltlere to end. Bat my method and 
my endeavor in these expositions is the study ot those Bible men 
and women in their moral character alone. H.T intention and my aim. 
is to try to lind out how the fouadations of their moral character 
were laid in those Bible men and wcaen; how their respective lives 
and characters were built up, what their instruments were, and what 
the occasions and opportunities by means ot which those men and wo­
men made themselves what they were and are.l 

It was during the later years ot his ministry that his great 

emphasis upon biographical preaching became prominent. He felt that 

biography was a vivid way of accomplishing the purpose of Gospel 

• • • • • • 

1. Alexander Whyte: Bible Characters, Adam to Achan, p. 228 
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preaching, that is, of bringing man face to face with Christ. The bi-

ographar of Dr. Whyte, G. F. Barbour, states regarding his emphasis up-

on the men and women of the Bible: 

••• it is true that he made less direct use of the results of modern 
scholarship in his later preaohing ••• his preaching concentrated more 
and more on the study of characters, and his interpretation increas­
ingly became intuitive and psychological rather t.han historical. 
Ris main interest was in the Revelation of God as shown in Ris deal­
ings with the souls of individual men, rather than in His education 
of the chosen people as a Whole.l 

The first part of this chapter will be devoted to the life and 

training of Dr. Whyte in order to gain better understanding of the prob-

lams he faced. The latter part of the chapter will be an analysis and 

study of three sermons Which are typical of his biographical preaching. 

B. Alexander Whyte as a Preacher 

1. Influences upon the future preacher 

Alexander 'Wbyte was born to unwed parents in the little Scot-

tish to-wn of Kirriemuir on January 13, 1836. Ris father lef't t'he town 

of Kirriemuir shortly af'ter the birth of Alexander, leaving him in the 

care of his mother, Janet Thompson. It was a difficult task for Janet 

Thompson to gain support for herself and 'her child. Yet she firmly re-

fused to accept the offer of marriage from Alexander's father, feeling 

that she would merely be involving herself in another error by so doing.2 

Consequently she earned a meager living by working in the fields and at 

the loom. 

1. Ibid. 
2. Ibid. 

p. 223, 224 
P• 16 

• • • • • • 
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Because of the financial difficulties of his mot11er through-

out his early years, young Alexander did not receive a sustained school-

ing. 'fie himself stated t'bat "I did not get much education--any more 

than John Bunyan did--in my young days."l Undoubtedly his intense de-

sire for reading as a child bad much influence upon his later life. 

Barbour in his biography of Dr. V'lhyte states: 

••• by far the most vital influence in VJhyte' s boyhood was the re­
ligious training which be received from his mother, from his Sab­
bath-School tea~her, James Kennedy, and from his first minister, 
Daniel Cormick. 

In his later years D. Whyte pays 'high tribute to his Sabbath-School 

teacher, James Kennedy, for the profound influence the life of this 

man bad upon him. 

The home of Janet Thompson became the school room for .Alex-

a.nder for his training in the things of God. It was customary for his 

mother to sit down with him on a Sunday evening and talk over the ser-

mon of the day. 

Dr. Whyte speaking glowingly of Daniel Cormick, under Whose 

ministry he sat until the age of 12, still recalled that "no minister 

all round about had less strength of some kinds than Daniel Cormick; 

but ••• he was by far the holiest man of them all, and by far the most 

successful minister of them all. n3 

At the age'"of 12 Alexander Whyte began to serve .as an appren-

tice to a shoemaker. trowever .. from the many incide:o:ts which are recall-

ed from t~is period of his life, his love of books made him a poor ap-

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid. P• 20 
2. Ibid. li• 21 
3. Ibid. p. 25 
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prentice. Often he would spend a portion of the small income which he 

received to pay some young man to read to him from Paradise Lost while 

he tried to work at his trade.l Although he was serving time as an ap-

prentice his eye was on the goal of becoming a minister. This call of 

God was constantly pushing him on toward the attainment of that goal. 

Upon the completion of six years' apprenticeship as a shoe-

maker, Alexander Whyte was able to get a position as a teacher. Teach-

ing was the first step toward a university education for these without 

the necessary means. It was while Alexander was teaching at a Free 

Church School in Airlia that he came under the influence of tbe Rev. 

David White, a man Who played a part in stimulating and guiding his 

intellectual development as essential as that part played by his moth-

er, the Reverend Cormick and Mr. Kennedy in awakening his religious 

impulses. David White who had gained distinction in classics and 

philosophy at Edinburgh University offered to tutor young Alexander, 

who at this time was about 18 years of age. Barbour writes: 

The service which David White rendered to the younger man was 
fourfold. Re showed bow a true and wide scnolarsbip mig'ht be 
made the basis of a fervent ministry and a faithful pastorate; 
he pointed out the elements which go to form a good English style; 
he gave the teaching in Latin and Greek without Which a university 
course was then impossible,; and (perhaps the greatest service of 
all) he encouraged Whyte• s ovm desire to enter the ministry by 
t~e warmth with which he spoke of his intellectual and spiritual 
power.2 

Theae early influences of his mother, his Sabbath-School 

teacher, his minister and Dr. White were means of molding the future 

of Alexander 'W}\.yte. The seeds which were planted into the good soil 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid. p. 31 
2. Ibid. P• 42 
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of Alexander's early life bore much fruit. 

2. University and Seminary Training of Alexander Whyte 

a. University Training of Alexander Whyte 

The university education of Alexander Whyte was begun in the 

summer of 1858 when h.e left his teaching job in Kirriemuir and arrived 

at Kings College, Aberdeen, with scarcely enoug'h money to last but a 

short while even under frugal conditions. 'F{e was fortunate in that he 

became acquainted with David stewart whose f~ther was head of a comb in-

dustry. Alexander was asked to conduct evening classes among the young-

er workers in the factory for Which service he was paid 25 pounds for 

the winter session.l 

While at Kings College Alexander w~s very aotive in the de-

bating society. This club became a very important training ground for 

lifhyte. Barbour observes trat the first success which he had in the 

field of debating "was won by the exposition and defense of a character, 

and t'hat the character of the great Puritan statesman of England. n2 

Even at this early age, the interests of vVbyte already were rooted in 

the study of the individual. 

The studies which gave Whyte his greatest difficulties ware 

the sciences. Mathematics, physics and chemistry eame hard for him. 

He attributed this fact to his defective memory. In a letter to his 

John Dickson in April of 1860 re wrote: 

You''ll have heard of the mishap that has befallen me in my exami­
nation, my not having passed my examination in chemistry. It llC 

doubt looks a serious matter from tre Kirry point of view. To me 
I assure you, it h&s no sueb aspeet ••• trouble not yourself, for it 
troubles not ms.3 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid. P• 62 
2. Ibid. P• 64 
3. Ibid. P• 75 
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During his years at Aberdeen, he took an aoti ve part in many 

of the discussions and debates which centered around the theological 

questions of his time. His interest was wide but he was particularly 

fond of the philosopn.ical debates and discussions. 

One of the professors at Kings College w~o left a strong and 

lasting influence upon Wbyte•s mind was Alexander Bain. Bain was ap-

pointed to tre c~air of Logie and Psychology in the face ot vigorous 

protests from many who felt trat his views were unorthodox. Whyte had 

great admiration for this philosopher and did not let the fact that he 

was a skeptic prejudice him against Bain. The point where this great 

scholar left his mark most indelibly upon Alexander Wbyte was his stud-

ies in psychology. Speaking of the influence this philosopher-psyonol-

ogist had upon Whyte, Barbour writes: 

••• the cardinal point in his influence was that it did much to turn 
~ets thinking into psychological channels; or perhaps it should 
rather be said t'~-at Bain strengthened that inborn interest in the 
examination of motives and the study of' character which in later 
years so largely shaped his preaching.l 

One of the other professors whose influence was greatly felt 

in the life of' Alexander Whyte and his subsequent interest in biographi-

cal preaching was Professor William Martin. Professor Marlin, a former 

minister of the Church of' Scotland, gave Dr. Whyte a love and devotion 

for the writings of Bishop Butler. Wh.ereas Professor Bain turned Whyte• s 

thoughts toward a purely speculative approach to the problems of the 

moral and spiritual life, the love for Butler, a great student of the 

human motive, wh.ioh was engendered by Martin pointed Whyte toward an 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid. P• 82 
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introspective approach to the problems of moral lif'e.l 

The uni varsity eduoat ion of Whyte came to a close on April 5, 

1862 when he graduated with a Master of Arts degree. Fis college years 

were hard for him and often times he despaired of it all because of the 

constant battle he fought to keep alive his body while gaining food for 

the soul. 

b. Seminary Training of Alexander Whyte 

Alexander Whyte entered New College, Edinburgh, to start the 

four years of his theological education in 1862. From t'he very entrance 

into Edinburgh he became t'he assistant or missionary to Free St. Luke's 

Church which was an outlying ohuroh founded by st. George's. vn·cyte was 

the assistant to Dr. MOody Stuart, helping him with much of the visiting 

as well as with the week night meetings. Most of the information record-

ed deals nat so much with his subjects and activities while in New Col-

lege but rather with the friends and professors there 1¥1'to had an in-

fluenee upon his life. 

The principal of New College, Dr. Robert Candlish, became one 

of Whyte's favorit• preachers. Orten Whyte was to be found nob only 

listening to him in the class room but also eager at every opportunity 

to hear him preach. 

'When Dr. Whyte was inaugurated as Principal of New College 'he 

acknowledged his debt to Dr. Rainy, one of his professors, with these 

words: 

Dr. Rainy's depth, his insight, ris power of realization, his phil­
osophical grasp, and his theological judgment all combined to give 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid. p. 82 
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me a view of the sub-Apostolic Fathers that I had not hitherto met 
wUh, and I do not know where there is anything at all like it.l 

Another individual from whom Whyte gained much during his time 

at New College was Dr. Marcus Dods. Dr. Dods was an assistant minister 

and pre ached in various Edinburgh churches as he had opportunity. Throug'h 

the close friendship which developed between these two men, Whyte seems 

to have gained much from Dods he could not get in the class room. 

Whyte was thirty years old Wh.en in 1866 he finished his scbool-

ing for the ministry and became colleague to Dr. John Roxburgh in Free 

st. John's in Glasgow. Twelve years had passed since Whyte laid down 

his cobbler's awl to take up the work as joint pastor of a church in the 

'heart o£ Scotland's largest and most active communities. 

3. The Development of Special Interest in Preaching 

The l.U'e of Dr. Whyte took a very definite turn in a new dir-

ection in the year 1892--a turn which seemed to point him toward his in-

tense study into the psychological nature of the human personality. It 

was at this time that he began a very serious investigation of the mys-

tics. Bis chief reading during this period was William Law and Lord 

Macaulay. Dr. Wbyte relates tne influence Which Law had upon his life 

when he says: 

The study of this quite incomparable writer has been nat hing less 
than an epoch in my life ••• It was a red-letter day in my life When 
I first opened William Law. and I feel his hand on my heart:: and on 
my mind and on my

2
consoience and on my Whole inner man literally 

every day I live. 

For the next five years from 1892 to 1897, 'he delved very 

deeply into the study of the mystics. From t'he study of William Law, 

he went to Behmen, to st. Teresa, Brother Lawrence and many more. Al-

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid. P• 108 
2. Ibid. P• 378 
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though Whyte could never be classed as a ~stie in the true sense of' the 

word, yet the teachings of these men did have great influence upon his 

spiritual life. 

From the standpoint of this study, ll\lbyte's investigation of 

t!le mystics and his intense interest in them is more important because 

of the direction in wrich they turned his inberests rather than because 

of the influence they might have had upon his own spiritual life. For 

it was with the mystics that he began his psychological study of' the 

human personality. Consequently the mystics were the stepping stones 

from which he began his character studies ~ich eventually developed 

into his emphasis upon biographical preaching. During the ten years 

from li92 to 1901, Dr. Whyte published books dealing with seven authors. 

These were books on st. Teresa, Behmen, Sir Thomas Brown, Rutherford, 

Law, 'Newman and Father John of Cronstadt. In these writings he was 

interested primarily in their religious experience. ~ector Maopher-

son in a review of these works stated; 

••• like William James, he dealt with the Varieties of Religious 
Experience; but that, ~ile the great psychologist had left them 
as confused as they were varied, Dr. Whyte's deep and broad spiri­
tual experience enabled him to weld them into a unity.l 

As bas been seen in this section, the study of' the mystics 

turned the inberests of Dr. Whyte to the study of 'human personality, 

from ~ioh developed his sermons on the characters of the Bible. This 

study of the mystics did not begin until Whyte had been in tne ministry 

for 26 years. Yet these ten years from 1892 to 1903 were some of his 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid. P• 391 
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most fruitful years. This is especially true with regard to his pub­

lished works which fall almost completely within this decade. 

c. Analysis of Typical Biographical Sermons 

In selecting sermons for study, the writer ras been moti­

vated by two goals. First tbe subject matter has been selected to 

follow t'he course of a normal Christian life. Tre first sermon ana­

lyzed in the case of both wnyte and Macartney is a sermon on the sin­

ful condition of man. The final sermon for analysis will be on the 

Christian life of prayer. 

The second factor Which has been considered in the selecting 

of typical sermons for both Dr. Vlhyte and Dr. Macartney is their c,..,oice 

of the same Bible characters to illustrate each sermon. Therefore, a 

biographical sermon on Achan by Dr. lNbyte and Dr. Macartney is used as 

an example of a typical sermon on the sinful condition of :man. The same 

procedure of using the identieal Bible characters for the same subject 

matter will be followed in connection 11"1ih other topics. 

1. A Typical Sermon on the Condition of Man 

One of the elements l'i'!->ioh contributes greatly to the effective 

preaching of Dr. IVhyte is his keen anal)t'sis of sin. 'B'e saw it in all 

its hi4eousness and with his great ability as a preacher soug;"'t to warn 

his people regarding it. At the time of the ministry of Dr. v'11-hyte the 

emphasis upon sin was not strongly carried out. Rather it was a sub­

ject w"'ich received very little attention from most miitisters of that 

day. 

George Adam Smith, speaking from Dr. Whyte's own pulpit three 

days after he passed away, said: 
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In the Scottish preaching of the sevexrt:ies sin had either, with the 
more evangelical preachers, tended to become something abstract and 
formal, or with others was elegantly lett alone. But Dr. Whyte 
faced it, and made us face it, as fact, ugly fatal fact--made us 
feel its reality and hideousness, and follow its course to its 
wages in death.l . 

In preaching upon sin, Dr. Whyte was not negative. Rather, 

he was trying to expose sin in order that the righteousness of God 

could become operative. liiss Evans in her thesis felt that tbe close 

association of Dr. Whyte with the mystics increased his determination 

to bring in sharp focus the horrors of sin to his congregation.2 

The stress which Dr. Whyte put upon sin in the light of his 

preaching upon righteousness is spoken of by Mr. Barbour: 

It was Dr. Whyte's lifelong aim to be a preacher of righteousness, 
and, since he would not heal the wound of his people slightly, a 
preacher, first, of sin. The school of religious thoug'!-lt in which 
he was brought up, with its emphasis on a strict self-examination, 
and perhaps also the entail of suffering in his early home, had 
given a Sharper edge to a naturally sensitive conscience.3 

Dr. Whyte, in a letter to Rev. E. Jenkins who '!-lad written to 

ask his counsel, gives his idea of successful preaching which is an em-

phasis upon sin: 

Never think of giving up preacM.ngl The angels around the throne 
enVy you and your great work. You "scarcely know how or What to 
preachl" Look into your own sinful heart, and back into your sin­
ful life, and around on the world full of sin and misery, and open 
your New Testamexrt;, and make application of Christ to yourself and 
your people; and, like Goodwin, you will preach more freshly and 
more powerfully every day till you are eighty.4 . 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid. P• 300 
2. Helen Evans: The Religious Development of Alexander Whyte, P• 36 
3. Barbour, op. cit. P• 305 
4. Ibid. P• 307 
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That statement sums up the main emphasis of Dr. Whyte's 

preaching. It was an exposing of sin and then the application of the 

grace of God. Recognizing sin, treating it as such, Gpei)Sing its insid­

ious wqs, and showing the concrete reality of it, made the sermons 

of Dr. Whyte very vital to the listeners. 

a. The Outline of a Semon Entitled "Achan111 

(1) 

(2) 

Introduction 
(a) Description of JeriCho and its greatness. 

i. A well situated and strongly fortified city. 
ii. It had great foundries of brass and iron with worksh.cps 

tor silver and gold. 
iii. The work of its looms was fam.ous throughout the eastern 

world. 
(b) Description of the a~ of Israel crossing the Jordan and 

entering into i;he land. 
i. Each of twelve tribes of Israel had. its own regiment and 

entered battle UDder its own ensign. 
ii. Judah was leading regiment. 

(c) Description of Achan stealing into the city for booty. 
(d) Description of Joshua's method of detection of crime. 
(e) The confession of Achan. 
(f) The punishment of Achan. 
Body ot Sermon 
(a) The eyes were the source of Achan's fatal snare. 

i. Thomas a' Kempis 1 description of the successive steps 
of a successful temptation. 

ii. The eyes were the instl"WWlen.t which led to the sin of 
Ada and Eve. 

iii. The Saviour, realizing the instrument to sin the eyes 
could be, stated that if the eyes of His disciples offended 
them they should pluck them out. 

iv. Application: • ••• the mortified man who goes about with 
his eyes out; the man who steals along the street seeing 
neither smile nor frown; he who keeps his eyes down 
wherever men and women congregate,--in the church, in 
the market-place, at a railwq station, on a ship's 
deck, at an inn table,--where you will; that man escapes 
multitudes of temptations that more open and more full 
eyed men and women continually fall before.tt2 

• • • • • • 
1. Alexander Whyte: Bible Characters, Adam to Aehan, p. 290-301 
2. Ibid.. P• 296 
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(b) Sin will find the sinner out. 
i. The sin of Achan was discovered by casting lots. 

ii. The manner in which sin has a way of finding a sinner 
out and punishing the innocent with the guilty is illus­
trated b,y a story of an eagle that stole a piece of 
sacred flesh from the altar, brought home a smouldering 
coal with it that kindled up afterwards and burned up 
both her whole nest and all of her young. 

(c) Confession is necessary in the overcoming of sin. 
i. Achan confessed and gave himself up to Joshua before 

all Israel. 
ii. Application: "Go home to your tent tonight, take up the 

accursed thing out of its hiding place, and lay it 
before Joshua, if not before all Israel, and thus and 
thus have I done.nl 

(3) Conclusion 
(a) The Lord troubled Achan in judgment that day, but He is 

troubling you in mercy. 
(b) That trouble can be changed to joy if you will let 

the Lord save you. 

b. Analysis of Effective Elements of the Sermon 

(1) A Live Recreation of Historical Setting 

One of the qualities in which Dr. Whyte excells is his ability 

to recreate in vivid word pictures the scenes which he is portraying. 

The effective use of his imagination was one of the abilities he culti-

vated for use in his preaching. Much of Dr. Whyte's char.m as a preacher 

came from his powers of imagination. He was concerned in the fields of 

the imaginative and mwstical much more than the historical structure of 

a subject. 

G. F. Barbour, speaking of the imaginative character of the 

preaching of Dr. Whyte, said: 

Nothing was more characteristic in Dr. 1~yte's preaching than 
his emphasis on the right exercise of the imagination ••• During the 
long, solitary walks of his holiday seasons, not less than in the 
silence of his study, Dr. Whyte of set purpose let his imagination 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid. p. 299 
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pierce through and through the subjects or the characters regard­
ing which he had in mind to preach. This deliberate and conscious 
exercise of that which he regarded as ''nothing less than the nob­
lest intellrctual attribute of the human mind~ brought the abaa• , 
datt reward. 

The recreative ability of Dr. Whyte is graphically brought 

out in this sermon under analysis as he paints a word picture into 

which he sets the incidents surroundi~ the sin of Achan. History, 

geography, and archaeology, all have been used by Dr. Whyte to accom-

plish this setting. The historical importance of Jericho is mentioned. 

The strategic geographical location of the city with its 11broad and 

lofty wall which ran all around the city"2 further helps to gather the 

complete picture of Jericho. Archaeological evidence has been drawn 

upon to show the commercial importance: "There were great foundries of 

brass and iron in Jericho, with workshops also in silver and in gold. 11.3 

The dramatic element is coupled with the imaginative as Dr. 

Whyte describes the entry of the armies of Israel into the out skirts of 

Jericho. He pictures the armies of Israel each "marching and camping 

and entering battle under its own ensign.n4 

(2) Psychological Analysis of Biblical Character Involved 

Mr. Barbour speaking of the preadling of Dr. Whyte said: 

If theology is something separable from life, then he was no the­
ologian. His strength lay in his union of a lofty spiritual imag­
ination with a deep and searching knowledge of human cha.racter.5 

The psychological reasons for the sin of !chan are begun in a 

general way as a description is given of the normal reaction of soldiers 

1. Barbour, op. cit. p. 298-299 
2. Whyte, Adam to !chan, p. 290 
.3. Ibid. P• 290 
4. Ibid. P• 290 
5. Ibid. p. 291 

• • • • • • 
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to a defeated city. It would be natural for a soldier to want to plun-

der a city after it had been captured. Yet as Dr. \'ll'hyte points out, 

Nothing demoralises an army like sacking a fallen city. To spring 
like a tiger at a wall that reaches up to heaven, and then to ex­
tinguish all a tiger's thirst for blood and plunder, that is the 
high ideal of a true soldier's duty. 1 

Dr. ~'hyte deals in a very detailed way with reference to the 

steps which caused Achan to sin. The line over which Achan stepped as 

he fell into his sin was to Alexander Whyte a very thin line. Dr. \fuyte 

almost comes to the point of taking a ... vay part of the blame for Achan's 

sin because of the circumstances in which Achan found himself, 

Had Joshua happened to post the ensign of Judah opposite the poor 
men's part of the city, this sad stor,r would never have been told. 
But even as it was, had Achan only happened to stand a little to 
one side, or a little to the other side of where he did stand, in 
that case he would not have seen that beautiful piece, and not see• 
ing it would not have· coveted it, and would have ~one home to his 
tent that night a good soldier and an honest man. 

It is not that he is minimizing the fact and the responsibility 

of sin but rather he is attempting to picture how large a factor circum-

stances become in temptation. 

Vividly and dramatically the struggle which goes on in the 

heart of Achan is described as this soldier of Joshua ... ~estles with the 

problem of how he will be able to get without detection the spoils upon 

which his eyes have fallen. After Achan had succumbed to the temptation 

1.\hich lay before him, Dr. Whyte brings out the reason for the downfall 

in the character of this man. Speaking of this downfall, he says: 

His eyes were !chan's fatal snare. It was his e,yes that stoned 
Achan and burned him and his household to dust and ashes in the 
Valley of Achor.3 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid. p. 291 
2. Ibid. p. 294 
3. Ibid. p. 295 
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In order to back up the contention that the eyes are the fa­

tal snare which leads men into sin, Dr. 'Whyte gives numerous incid.ents 

in which the eyes were the initial factor of a fall into sin. Adam and 

Eve found that their eyes were the vehicle through which Satan entered 

them. The fact that Christ demanded of His disciples to pluck out their 

eyes rather than allow them to be instruments of sin is used to substan­

tiate his argument. 

The entire action of !chan is seen to hinge upon his first 

glance upon the spoils. This is where the sin started, the final re­

sult of this sin being death. 

In the psychological analysis which is made of the character 

of Aehan in this sermon, a number of points were quite prominent. In 

the first place great stress was placed upon the factor which circum­

stances played in leading Achan to this sin. It was noted that if the 

circumstances were eliminated, there would have been no sin. However, 

since Achan did sin, Dr. Whyte seeks the answer to the question of what 

led to that sin. Very strongly he comes forth with the conclusion that 

the, eyes were the instrument through which Achan was led from tempta­

tion into sin. 

(3) Evaluation of Revelatory Truth 

From the narrative of the story of Achan, three features were 

chosen to reveal truths contained in the passage. The first truth which 

was discussed in the preceding section points out that the eyes are the 

initial organ for temptation. Dr. Whyte uses the confession of Achan 

to show this truth. Referring to Thomas a 1 Kempis 1 successive steps of 

temptation which portrays sin as a picture on the screen of the imagina­

tion eventually finding its wa.y to the heart, Dr. Whyte contrasts this 
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with Achan's confession. 

But Achan's confession t0 Joshua is much simpler, and much closer 
to the truth. 'I saw the goodly Ba.bytonish garment, I coveted it, 
I took it, and I hid it in my tent.' 

Numerous illustrations are given to substantiate this truth. Adam 

and Eve were deceived first through their e,yes. "Job in despair to get 

the devil out of his heart ••• swore a solemn oath and made a covenant with 

his eyes. 112 A quotation from I:!iss Rossetti, whom he does not identify, 

is used to further emphasize the necessity of screening l~at the eyes 

see so that the temptation t., sin may be eliminated •. 

The second feature used to reveal a Scriptural truth ~ms the 

effect which Achan's sin had upon others. The sons of Achan, his daugh­

ters, his oxen, his asses, his sheep all felt the impact of his sin. Achan 

was not the only one upon whom the punishment for sin fell. The innocent 

were punished with the guilty. T,hi.s truth is illustrated by the story 

of an eagle that burned up her nest and all her young when she brought 

home a smoldering coal with a stolen piece of sacred flesh from the 

altar. 

The final truth that is revealed through the actions of Acha.n 

is that confession is necessar.y to gain forgiveness for sin. Even though 

the consequences of his sin remained and resulted in the death of Achan, 

still he made a confession of that sin, 

Achan made a clean breast of it, and gave himself up to Joshua be­
fore all Israel and walked out

3
to the Valley of Achor without a 

murmur ••• and Achan had to die. 

•••••• 

1. Ibid. p. 295 
2. Ibid. p. 295 
3. Ibid. p. 298 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-18-

(4) Use of Illustrations 

The illustrative material for the sermons of Dr. 'Whyte comes 

from a great variety of sources. He was ver.y widely read, and this 

reading is reflected in many of his illustrations. He was especially 

fond of quoting from Biblical commentators. Among his favorites were 

Newman, Thomas Goodwin, Matthew Henry, John Howe, and Dr. Pusey. 

In the sermon under discussion, four illustrations are used. 

Each one is fran a source other than the Bible. To show the steps in 

1tie inception of sin in Achan 1 s life, "Thomas a 1 Kempis 1 famous descrip­

tion of the successive steps of • successful temptation"l is used. This 

rather lengthy illustration showing how the thought of a deed is trans­

lated into action is again used in a sermon on the prodigal eon.2 

To stress that one should avoid sinful pleasures, a quotation 

from Vdss Rossetti, whom he does not identify, is given to show that in. 

the avoidance of sinful desires there is a spiritual reward. To show 

the· results of sin, a story of an eagle which stole a piece of flesh 

from an altar is told. While picking up the flesh, a smoldering coal 

clung to the meat. When the food was deposited in the nest, the coal 

kindled up and burned the whole nest and the young birds. This is used 

to show that the results of Aehan' s sin was felt in tbe-~li..,.s el' ~s 

family. 

The final illustration has to do with the spiritual struggle 

within Aehan' s life on the fateful morning when Joshua was attempting to 

• • • ••• 

1. Alexander Whyte: Bible Characters, Joseph & Mary to James, p. 97 
2. Whyte, Adam to Achan, p. 294 
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find the man who was responsible for the defeat of the a~ of Israel. 

Here again the story is taken from a source outside the Bible. It 

deals with an acquaintance of Dr. Whyte who spent a night in a hotel 

room next to a criminal and it is a description of tbe ul"eSt ani 

struggle going on within the life of the man. 

!s is noted above, all of these illustrations came from extra-

Biblical sources. The sources far two of the illustrations are given 

whereas the origin of the other two is not giv&. 

(5) Application of Ser.mon Points 

Throughout the sermon applications are made as incidents in 

the narrative provide an opportunity for practical application. Dr. 

Whyte in seeking to apply the lesson which he so strongly stresses of the 

eyes being the vehicle of temptation attempts to encourage his listeners 

to refrain from books which would be detrimental to their spiritual 

good; from all pictures which tear down their moral fibre; from all 

companions who would be a hindrance to their spiritual growth. He 

even goes so far as to suggest the practice of refraining from looking 

at congregating places in order to avoid temptation. 

Yes, it is as certain as God's truth and righteousness are cer­
tain, that the mortified man who goes about with his eyes out; the 
man who steals along the street seeing neither smile nor frown; 
he who keeps his eyes down wherever men and \\Omen congregate,--
in the church, in the market place, at the railway station, on a 
ship's deck, at an inn tQl.e,-where you will; that man escapes 
multitudes of temptations that more open and more full-eyed men 
andwomen continually fall before.l 

2. ! Typical Sermon on Redemption 

It was Dr. Whyte 1 s own wish that he should be known as a 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid. p. 294 
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specialist in the study of ab. However, his preaching was not depress­

ing but rather it was full of encouragement because the vision of grace 

was constantly before him. One of his elders wrote regarding this 

aspect of Dr. Whyte's preaching: 

No preacher has so often or so completely dashed me to the 
ground as has Dr. Whyte~ but no ·man has more i:mmediatell or 
more tenderly picked me up and set me on my feet again. 

The sermon which has been chosen as representative of a 

sermon on redemption clearly bears out the above ~otation. 

a. The Outline of a Sermon Entitled "The Penitent Tn.ief. "2 

(1) Introduction 
(a) The background of the penitent thief. 

i. The two malefactors were ringleaders in Barabbas' 
robber band. 

ii. This band could h.ave been at the beginning a group of 
rebels against the political organization at Rome as all 
Jetrs were at heart. 

iii. Beeause of being hunted constantly they became by degrees 
thieves and robbers. 

(b) Parallel with David's early life. 
1. David in the cave of Adullam is something of a parallel 

of Barabbas at the beginning of 'hiS life. Just as many 
discontented people came to David and from these be formed 
an army, so the band of Barabbas was gathered together in 
like circumstances. 

ii. Luke undoubtedly inquired into the early life of the peni­
tent thief but it would have been out of place to par-
ade the man's past when all eyes are fixed on the cruci­
fixion of Jesus. 

(2) Body of Sermon 
(a) The thief's contact with Jesus before the Cross. 

i. He had cast behind him the life, teao'hing and character 
of Jesus whom 'he knew well. 

ii. There was no place in all Israel where the nrune, and the 
teaching and the mighty works of Jesus were not constant­
ly discussed and debated. 

iii. Barabbas and his band hundreds of times disguised them­
selves as fishermen and shepherds to bear the Lord preach 
and to see his miracles performed. 

iv. It is even possible that the penitent thief was at one 
time a follower of Jesus. 

• • • • • • 

1. Alexander Whyte: Lord, Teach us to Pray, p. XIII 
2. Alexander Whyte: Bible Characters, Joseph & Mary to James, p. 151-158 
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a. He may even have seen Jesus baptized. 
k· He may have been among the multitudes who listened to 

the Ser.mon on the Mount • 
.5.• He could have gone back to Barabbas 1 s band when Jesus 

would not permit his followers to make him king. 
S• Even though he went baek to the group of robbers, '"I 

defy him ever to forget what he had seen and heard 
down among the cities, and the villages, and the moun- 1 tain sides, and the supper tables of Galilee and Jewry. n 

(b) The effect of association with Jesus upon the penitent thief. 
i. The psalms and hymns of his boyhood came back to his mind. 

ii. This thief along with the other cursed and blasphemed. 
iii. The thing that caused the penitent thief to come to him­

self was that the Lord did not complain at the suffering 
he was enduring. 

iv. When the Lord did speak the words "Father forgive them" 
the thief t s hard heart was broken. 

v. r'The swiftness of the thief's repentance, and faith, and 
confession, andpardon, and santifieation and glorifica­
tion, is something verr blessed for us all to think about, 
and never to forget."2 

(3) Conclusion: The result which accrued from the acceptance of 
Christ by the thief was that the Lord had great joy in his 
heart. 

b. The Analysis of Effective Elements of the Sermon 

(1) A Live Recreation of Historical Setting 

Dr. Whyte makes this story live by asswning the penitent thief 

to have known Jesus and his work previous to their meeting upon crosses 

on Calvary. Regarding this he says: 

••• it is as clear as d~light to me that this is not the first 
time that this crucified thief has seen our Lord. He knew both 
our Lord's life and teaching and character quite well, th~ugh he 
had cast it all behind his back all his days up till now. 

The thief is pictured as a member of Barabbas 1 s robber band 

who came week after week to hear the Lord preach and watch as miracles 

were performed. To stress this previous association which brings such 

a dramatic element into this story the imagination of Dr. Whyte roams 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid. p. 154 
2. Ibid. P• 156 
3. Ibid. P• 152 
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into the variety of situations in 'Which Jesus and this thief could have 

come in contact. Dwelling upon these situatiom, vividness and action 

come into play. Definite instances where it would have been possible for 

Jesus and the thief to have looked upon one another are recounted. It is 

possible that he was a disciple or Jesus, or had seen Jesus baptized, or 'had 

sat and heard the Sermon on the Mount. By such a cataloguing of instanc-

es, the life of the thief is placed within the orbit of Jesus' activity. 

Another very important element in recreating the historical 

setting is the manner 'Whereby Dr. \i.hyte portrays the type of men with 

Whom the thief was associating. He pictures him as a member of a robber 

band led by Bara.bbas. The existence of such a band gives insight into 

the political situation. Speaking of this Dr. Whyte says: 

Now all the chances are that Barabbas and his band had begun sim­
ply by being rebels against Rome, as, indeed, all the Jews were 
everywhere in their hearts. Though no doubt their repudiated, out­
lawed, exasperated, and hunted-down lives had by degrees made Bar­
abbas and his band desperate and reckless, till th~/ had become in 
many instances pure thieves and robbers.l 

As has been seen, the recreation of the historical setting is 

accomplished by portraying the thief in two associations; in association 

with Jesus and in his simultaneous association with the band of robbers, 

a group which probably first started as a rebel band opposed to Roman 

domination. 

(2) Psychological Analysis of Biblical Characters Involved 

This sermon could almost be classified as a psychological 

study of the reasons why this penitent thief became the type of man he 

,.,as and what motivated him to change. 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid. p. 152 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-23-

As is customary in his preaching, Dr. Whyte in his imagination 

pieces together what he thinks to be the life story of the thief. He 

very strongly feels that the thief knew Jesus quite well and was thor­

oughly acquainted with his teaching, his life and his character. The 

reason Dr. Whyte feels he can make such an assumption is that everyone 

knew of the works and. teaching of Jesus. Speaking of the fame and 

gen~ral knowledge of Jesus, he s~s: 

There was not a Sabbath synagogue, nor a passover journey, nor a 
carpenter's shop, nor a tax-gatherer's booth, nor a robber's cave 
in all Israel where the name, and the teaching, and the mighty 
works of Jesus of Nazareth were not constantly discussed, and 
debated, and divided on .1 

Consequently Dr. Whyte assumes that the penitent thief must 

have discussed often with others of his band the person and work of 

Jesus. 

Dr. Whyte pictures the thief sick in heart as he seeks to de-

cide whether or not Jesus actually was the longed-for Messiah. In this 

constant quest, he is pictured as disguising himself as a fisherman or 

a shepherd in order to be undetected among the crowds who heard· Jesus 

preach. To further heighten the thief's desire to follow Christ and to 

put within him that longing for the Master, Dr. Whyte surmises that he 

could even have been a follower of the Lord. 

••• for anything we know, this man may at one time have been one of 
our Lord's disciples, quite as well as Simon Zelotes and Judas 
Iscariot !' In his early, and ent)lusiastic, and: patriotic days he 
may have been one of John's disciples. He may have seen Jesus of 
Nazareth baptized that day. He may have been baptized himself that 
day. He may have heard the Baptist say: 11Behold the Lamb of God!" 
He may have been among the multitude who sat and heard the Sermon 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid. p. 153 
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on the Mount. He flY have actuallT have cloeel.7 companied with ov 
Lord f'or a season. 

With such an explanation, Dr. \ihyi;e attempts to show the fac­

tors and fears which were JIM)tifttiD& this an and 'Which were revolving 

within his Dd.nd as he hung on a cross alongside the Kaster. !he preacher 

~ on tbe emotions of' the thief as he seeks to show the factors work• 

1ng w1 tbin his lite. Or& the 110miltg of the execution the thoughts which 

raR throqh his ll:1.nd were childhood thoughts-"The psalliS and hyJms of 

his bo,yhood came back into Ids llind. 112 

Hot only was the former association which this man bad with 

Jesu.s responsible f'or his receiving the Saviour, but Jesus' quiet accept­

aace Of Ms OWJl sUtterin& Jade a El"ked .fJalpression Upon bia. Dr. Wb7te 

feels the silence of' Jesus in the tace of' His suttering was the decid­

ing factor on the part of' the thief to "come to hi:mselt. •3 hrthermore, 

the eftect of Jesus' prqer of' forgiveness, "Father, forgive thED tor 

they lmow not what they do,• broke the heart of' the thief. Speaking of' 

this pra,er, Dr. lfhyt.e states: 

'l'hat benediction of our blessed Lord did 110re to bellUllb the ag<NJ7 
ot 'body and. JI1Rd in this thief than all the wiRe DLingl.ed with ~ 
the w._n ot Jel"Ualea bad ude f'or him and tor his fellows to 
drink that moming.4 

In SUIIJII8l",Y, three factors pro~ influenced this man, caus­

ing him. to put his faith and trust in Jesus as the Son or God. ,First, 

his pre'Yious knoldedge and possible association with Jesus prepared the 

• • • • • • 
1. Ibl.d. P• 154 
2. Ibid. P• 154 
3. Ibid. p. 155 
4. Ibid. P• 156 
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way for his reception of Christ. Second, with death but a few hours 

a~~y, his thoughts went back to these associations. Third, Jesus' re-

action to His own suffering, in that he asked forgiveness for those wrto 

were crucifying Him, produced in the thief faith in Him as the Messiah. 

(3) Evaluation of Revelatory Truth 

Two key truths stand out vividly against the backgrou.'1d of 

this story. The first is the lingering presence and effect of the Per-

son of Jesus Christ. The second, the simplicity of the Gospel ~nich Dr. 

iYhyte summarizes in a motto which was vTritten on the wall above the bed 

of Augustine--HThere is life in a look at the crucified One. 11 1 The ser-

mon is a development of these two truths. 

In the previous tl'm points of this outline, the possible for-

mer associations of the thief with Jesus were discussed. It \1as the 

lasting influence of these encounters which i!Jas responsible in a great 

measure for the tli.11tl accepting Jesus as the Christ. This association 

is pictured as in:':'luencing the thief in tt·lo ways. First, after seeing 

the works of Jesus as well as hearing his words, the thief began to rea-

son that possiblY this was the Christ. ConsequentlY this picture of the 

Person of Jesus vms ever before him. 

In the second place, because of his former association vdth 

Jesus he began to see his own sinfulness and became convicted of this 

sin. Dr. :'ihyte shows him as saying to himself as he hung on the cross: 

This is Jesus of Nazareth. This is the carpenter-prophet. I used 
to steal into His presence to hear Him preach. I once thought to 
be one of His men myself to deliver Israel. •• Remember not the sins 
of my youth, nor my transgressions.2 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid. p. 157 
2. Ibid. p. 155 
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These two factors, repentance and the knowledge of Christ, 

which are present in ever.y genuine conversion are given prominent place 

in the story of the thief. Both the repentance and the knowledge of 

Jesus came to light because of the for.mer association of the thief with 

Jesus. 

The simplicity of the Gospel 'Which was suddenly accepted by 

the thief forms the second main truth which this sermon reveals. Speak-

ing of the suddenness of this repentance, Dr. ~lcyte states: 

He took heaven, so to speak, at a leap that day. The swiftness of 
the thief's repentance, and faith, and confession, and pardon, and 
sanctification, and glorification, is something very blessed for us 
all to think about and never to forget; and especially, those of us 
who must make haste and lose no time if we are to be forever with 
him and his Lord in Paradise.l 

Even though the Gospel is received in this simple acceptance 

of Jesus, yet Dr. Whyte gives great praise to the thief because of his 

leap of faith. He is considered a "greater believer than Abraham, the 

father of believers,"2 because of his acceptance of Jesus at the time 

when the King of kings was hanging on the cross. In contrasting the 

faith of the thief in the simplicity of the Gospel with that of other 

great believers, Dr. Whyte says: 

All faith and all hope on Christ were as dead as a stone in Peter's 
heart and in John's heart. Mary Magdalene herself, with all her 
love, had given Him up as forever dead. But not the thief. It was 
at the very darkest hour this world has ever seen or ever will see, 
that this thief's splendid faith flashed up brighter than the mid­
day sun that day .3 

The simplicity of the Gospel, the association with Jesus con-

victing him of sin and causing him to realize that Jesus is tm Christ 

all meet together in this one scene on the cross giving a story of the 

• • • • • • 
1. Ibid. p. 157 
2. Ibid. P• 157 
3. Ibid. p. 158 
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sin of man and the grace of God. 

(4) Use of Illustrations 

The illustrations which Dr. ~fuyte uses are normally brief and 

most often presume that the listener has some acquaintance with the sub-

ject of the illustration. This is especially true if the subject of the 

illustration is a personage in the Bible. In this sermon~ -when the great 

faith of the thief on the cross is to be displayed, a number of persons 

in the Bible whose faith is a known factor, are mentioned by name to 

contrast with the thief. Speaking of the faith of the thief on the 

cross, Dr. ~'lbyte says: 

He was a greater believer than Abraham, the father of believers. 
Greater than David. Greater than Isaiah. While Peter, and James~ 
and Jobn~ with all their privileges and opportunities, are not 
worthy to be named in the same day with this thief.l 

Unless a person were familiar with the above named men~ the 

meaning of suCh an illustration would be lost. No explanation is given 

to show how or '~<'lhY these listed individuals had faith but it is assum-

ed that these men are well enough known for the average churchgoer to 

fill in the needed information and complete the illustration intended. 

Two of the illustrations used in this sermon are what could 

be called parallel subject matter. One is taken from a civil practice, 

the second is drawn from the Bible. In attempting to delve into the 

reason behind the thief's nefarious work~ Dr. ~'Jhyte seems to feel that 

this robber band began as a rebel group against the Roman rule. Conse-

quently originally the,y probably had committed a crime against the gov-

ernment. To show the distinction between these.two types of crimes, re-

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid. p. 157 
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bellion against government and a wrong against an individual, Dr. Whyte 

says: 

But when Barabbas and his band are called thieves and robbers it 
is due to than to give them the benefit of the doubt. In our noble 
British law and administration there is a deep and a fundamenta1 
distinction taken betwee:n. ordinary criminals against all civilized 
society, and political criminals against this or that foreign gov­
ernment for the time.. We give up swindlers and murderers when they 
flee to out shores, but we provide a safe and an honourable asylum 
for political refugees and state criminals, as we call them.l 

The second use of this type of illustration is employed as 

David is pictured as a leader someim.at after the fashion of Barabbas at 

the beginning or his life of outlawry. Everyone in distress or in debt 

attached themselves to the bands of David and Barabbas. The parallel of 

David and Barabbas holds true up to a certain point and at this place a 

distinction is made ~tli.th the following connnent: 

David was a far better captain than Bar2bbas ever was. David, no 
doubt, kept his men in far better hand, till he turned them out such 
fine specimens of soldiers and mighty men of war, and the best law 
abiding citizens in all Israel.2 

Two ver,y short, one-sentence quotations are used as final aids 

to illuminate the sermon.. One is Cl. quotation from a sermon preached by 

John Donne "lhich speaks of 11 tile dispatch of the grace of God in the case 

of the penitent thief. 11 3 '!'he second is the motto which Augustine had 

hung over his bed, 11 There is life in a look at the crucified One.n4 

Numerous methods of illustration are constantly used by Dr. 

~'Jhyte in his sermons. In this one, parallel illustrations, contrasting 

illustrations, as well as quotations have been used effectively. 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid. p. 151 
2. Ibid. p. 152 
3. Ibid. p. 156 
4. Ibid. P• 157 
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( 5) Application of Sermon Points 

Only one place in the entire sennon is a specific point of the 

sermon taken and directly applied to the listener. The story of the thief 

is simply and clearly presented, so that an application to the life of the 

listener could be easily made without calling attention to the specific 

manner of applying the truth to life. This type of self-application of 

sermon points in the preaching of Dr. Whyte is very common. It is seldom 

that he will give a specific injunction for the listener to apply the 

point in question. 

In only one place does Dr. }fhyte specifically draw the listen­

er into the sermon by mentioning him; that is after speaking about the 

immediate response of the Lord to the sudden repentance of the thief. 

He mentions the necessity of those who are old,to know that there is sal­

vation "in a look at the crucified One." 

Through the clarity and simplicity of this sermon, even though 

direct applications are not made, still many lessons strike home to the 

heart. 

3. A Typical Sermon on the Christian Life of Prayer 

In the winter of 1895-96, Dr. vfuyte began a series of sermons 

using the text ntord, teach us to pray, 11 in combination with sane other 

text in order to show the life of prayer in various aspects. The sermons 

are studies of the prayers of men of the Bible. Tney are studies in 

characters in that they take one particular aspect of a man, his prayer 

life, and analyze this facet. 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid. p. 157 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Representative of this class of sermons 1 the life of Jacob 

will be studied with special emphasis upon his prayer while wrestling 

with God at Peniel. 

a. The W.tline of a Sermon Entitled 11 Jacob-l.Jrestling111 

(1) Introduction 
(a) vfuile in Padan-aram Jacob se:emingly forgot about God. riJ:uch 

is told about his marriage, his prosperity, but no mention 
is made that he remembered or worshiped God. 

(b) Finally the Lord told Jacob to return to the land of his 
fathers and kindred. 

(c) As Jacob neared the land of Edom, his early days were brought 
back to mind and he began to fear what Esau might do to him. 

i. He sent a present ahead to Esau. 
ii. He then sent his women, children and cattle ahead while 

he stayed behind alone. 
(d) ~fuile alone, he la"estled all night with an unkno'Wtl antagon­

ist. 
(e) 111fe see here how the whole of Jacob 1 s life was laid out, and 

overruled, and visited of God in order to teach Jacob to 
pray, in order to make Jacob a prince of prayer.n2 

(2) Body of Sermon 
(a) As long as all goes well with us, we too, are tempted to 

neglect God. 
i. The mercy shown Jacob by God on numerous occasions would 

cause one to think Jacob could never forget God. 
ii. No sooner had Jacob's affairs begun to prosper in Padan­

aram than Jacob's consci<meaess ct sin .fell asleep • 
.!• From the day of the barter of the birthright, down to 

the arresting night at Jabbok, Jacob had seen himself, 
and his share in all that bad business, with his own 
partial and indulgent eyes. 

:g. God "winkedn at Jacob's sin till Jacob was at the top 
of his prosperity, and then God opened His eyes on 
Jacob's sin, and He opened Jacob's e,yes also. 

(b) There are seasons in cur lives when true prayer demands time, 
place, preparation and solitude. 

i. Jacob was determined not to return to Padan-aram but to go 
on to Canaan. 

ii. When Jacob had made the decisive step of crossing the Jab­
bok, Jacob was left alone and he deliberately prepared 
himself for a whole night of prayer. 

iii. It is necessary for the Christian to be left alone, as 
Jacob was in order to review his past life. 

1. alexander vfuyte: Lord, Teach us to Pray, p. 41-51 
2. Ibid. p. 43 
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(c) Jacob spent such a long time in prayer not because God was 
unwilling to hear and answer his prayer but because Jacob 
was not ready to ask aright. 

i. Jacob had twenty years of unbelief and self-forgiveness 
and forgetfulness to undo. 

ii. The story of Jacob at Jabbok has such a large place in 
the Bible because he did in a few hours what it normally 
takes years to do-he acknowledged his sin. 

(d) Jacob at Jabbok is a reminder of our Lord in Gethsemane. 
(3) Conclusion 

(a) Jacob was worthy to have the new name of Israel because he 
behaved himself like a prince of the Kingdom of Heaven that 
night as he prayed. 

(b) Prayer is the most magnificent and stupendous act that any 
creature of God can perform on earth or in heaven. 

i. Prayer is far too princely a life for most men. 
ii. True prayer is colossal work. 

b. Analysis of Etfecti ve Elements of Sermon 

(1) A Live Recreation of Historical Setting 

The historical setting into which this sermon on prayer is 

placed is achieved by a recollection and retelling with imagination of 

the Biblical narrative of Jacob wrestling with an angel. A quick survey 

of the events leading up to reniel aids in placing the prayer of Jacob 

into its rightful sequence within his life. Jacob had achieved fortune 

in Padan-aram. The Lord had blessed him materially despite the fact that 

while in this country there is no mention ef prayer or praise to God by 

Jacob. 

Above and beyond the historical setting of the narrative there 

is also the psychological setting which helps to give life and vividness 

to the account. lt is this particular psychological build-up which pro-

vides the dramatic quality to the sermon. The narrative is placed within 

the framework of an incident of fear, fear on the part of Jacob that the 

meeting with Esau would be fatal to him. Because of the guilty conscience 

which plagued Jacob, a conscience due to the manner by which he mistreated 
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his brother in taking away his birthright, Jacob wanted to be alone. 

Consequently be sent his material possessions along with his frumily 

across the brook Jabbok. It was while he was alone that he wrestled 

with his unkDown antagonist. 

By bringing out the historical as well as the psychological 

setting of this incident, Dr. \"ll'>yte 'has given life and a drrunatio qual-

ity to this incident in the life of Jacob. 

(2) Psychological Analysis of Biblical Characters Involved 

Dr. Whyte has masterfully taken this ineitient of prayer in the 

life of J·aoob and has brought out tbe fa~.ors wbich led up to it. Tbe 

neglect of God, the fear of' Esau and the yielding to the struggle, all 

form part of the over-all mental struggle through which Jacob was pass-

ing. 

It is pointed out that Jacob was following t'he natural tendency 

of an individual to forget about the blessings re has received once he 

has become wealthy, and also to forget about his sins once the object of 

trat sin is removed from tne scene. Regarding this tendency of Jacob, 

Dr. Whyte writes: 

You would have said t't'lat Jacob 'had had such an upbringing and had 
fallen into such transgressions, all followed by such mercies~ and 
by such manifeste.tic:ms of God, that he could never e.gain forget God. 
••• But no sooner was Jacob safely out of Esau's reach: no sooner had 
Jacob's affairs begun to prosper in Padan-aram than Jacob's conscious­
ness of sin fell asleep. And Jacob's conscience would have slept on 
till the day of judgment had God and Esau left Jacob alone .1 

The fear which was shown by Jacob and which drove him to prayer 

was caused by his coming face to face with his former sin which was com-

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid. p. 44 
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mitted against Faau. Up to this night at Jabbok, Jacob had not so lllllch 

as considered this sin. It is shown that it is a natural tendeney for 

men to have a short aemor.r of what sufferings the)" have caused others 

to endure. 

A ver.r interesting explanation into the therapeutic value ot 

the all~t wrestling of Jacob is given. God could have forgiven Jacob 

ilmeciiatel.y' as he pr&)"ed. Yet God did not. lather he Bide Jacob spend 

the night wrestling. In seeking aa explanation tor this tact, Dr. Whrt• 

show!. there vas the necessitr ot purging the character of Jacob. Regard­

!Dctiis he sap: 

WbT did it take Jacob so long to otter his prarer? Was God umdll· 
iDg to hear Jacob./ No, that oam1ot be the tl"\le e.x:planation. God 
was neither absent ner was he unwill.:lng. God had come down to the 
Jabbok for this TU'3' purpose-to hear and to answer Jacob's pra:rer, 
and to preserve Jacob's life from Fsau's anger. God was re&c:IT to 
hear and to aaswerJ 'bat Jacob was not :yet ready to aa~arigbt. ' 
Jacob had. tvent7 7ears of unbelief aad self-forgiveness, and for­
gettulness ot Jrsau•s 1njuey, and total aeglect aad want of practice 
1n peniteace, and humU.iatioa and sorrow for sin. Jacob had aU 
that, saehow or other, to 'UI'tdo, and to get over, before his lite 
could be preserved: and the woader to me is that Jacob accomplished 
so •ch in such a short tiae.l 

It was this pra)"er and it was God deal.ing with Jacob on this 

night that chaaged the ckaracter ot Jacob frOil oae who was scheming, 

plotting and high Jlinded to a man who became absolutel)" surrendered at 

God's feet. This chuge was lf'l"'Ught because Jacob was will.ing to 

aeknowledge his siR before God. 

(3) Evaluation of Revelato17 'fruth 

A number of practical and verr t1Del7 truths on prqer are 

drawn from this experience ot Jacob. Jacob bad been blessed by God. 

• • • • • • 
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His floCks increased. His material possessions were sufficient to the 

place ~1ere he felt he no longer needed to pray. From this self satis-

fied attitude of Jacob, Dr. \fuyte draws his first lesson. That lesson 

is lfThat as long as all goes well, there is a tendency to neglect God."l 

By using the incidents in the life of Jacob this truth is vividly por­

trayed. As long as Jacob had his wives and cattle and no fear of his 

brother Esau, prayer lias far removed from his thoughts. It was only 

as the fear of consequences of the meeting '\1ID1 his brother was facing 

him that he sought the face of God. 

The second truth which is drawn from this incident is the prac-

tical lesson that nThere are seasons in our lives l~en true prayer demands 

time, and place, and preparation and solitude.n2 Dr. Whyte takes a seem-

ingly insignificant element in the journey of Jacob, the fact that he want-

ed to be alone, and uses this to point out a vital neces;3ity in the life 

of a Christian, time alone for prayer. 

The final truth which is stressed is the agonizing element in 

prayer. This third point is not drawn directly from the narrative but is 

derived from the praying that our Lord did in Gethsemane. A transition is 

made from the story of Jacob to the incident of Jesus in the Garden by 

saying, "But Jacob at the Jabbok always calls up our Lord in Gethsemane. 11 .3 

In each of these cases, the truth is a simple one. There is no 

logical development of any particular phase of prayer, but tho~1ts on 

prayer are revealed by the life of Jacob. 

1. Ibid. P• 4.3 
2. Ibid. p. 46 
.3. Ibid. p. 49 

• • • • • • 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-35-

(4) Use of Illustrations 

As is very common in the preaching of Dr. Y.Ihyte, numerous 

brief quotations are used to illustrate points in the s erroon. In this 

lesson on prayer, quotations from four writers are used. w'hen discussing 

the tendency of a wealthy man to neglect God, the following is quoted: 

11As Huysman says in !!!. route, 1The rich, the healthy, the happy seldom 

pray • 1 nl No explanation is given concerning either the author or the 

wori<: of this quotation. The words of the quotation make a fitting illus-

tra.tion regardless whether or not the author is known by the listener. 

The other three quotations come one right after the other as 

Dr. ~lliyte shows the agony that there is to prayer. He has brief quota­

tions from Lancelot Andrewes, Jonathan Edwards and Coler:Ldge. 

Apart from these four quotations no other illustrative material 

is used. This sermon is almost purely the retelling in an interestingfash-

1eli of the Biblical narrative of Jacob wrestling with the angel, with 

but just the few noted quotations used as illustrative material. 

(5) Application of Sermon Points 

In making a personal application upon the first point of the 

sermon, Dr. Whyte shifts off a bit from the original thought of a neg­

lect of God. He shows that Jacob was not only forgetful of his duties 

to God during the time he was in Padan-aram but also neglected the wrong 

he had done to his brother. Jacob's conscience lvould have remained asleep 

to his deeds against ESau had it not been for his coming meeting with 

his brother. 

• • • • • • 
1. Ibid. P• 44 
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After speaking about Jacob taking time to be alone when he 

was on his journey to Canaan, Dr. Whyte makes an application of this 

point. He feels that every Christian owes it to himself to set apart 

days during the year specifically for prayer. To make this point even 

more practical, definite suggestions are given to help implement such 

days. Among the suggestions are the following: 

Let a lon:g journey then-by land or sea-at one time, be set apart 
for pr~er. A whole day sometimes, a birthday, the anniversary of 
our engagement to be married, or of our marriage, or again an anni­
versary of some such matter as Jacob's deception of Esau, or of his 
flight, or what not.l 

Dr. Whyte was constantly attempting to make his sermons practi­

cal. By such simple ideas on how to' implement the truths he preached he 

made his messages applicable to his listeners. 

In concluding this sermon on prayer, after speaking about the 

difficulties of prayer and the value of prayer, the following application 

is made: 

True prayer is eollossal work. There were giants in those days. 
Would you be one of this royal race? Would you stand in the lot 
of God 1 s princeliest elect at the end of your days? And would you." 
be numbered with His Son and with His choicest saints? Then pray.2 

As was noted in this sermon, applications of the sermon points 

were made at various places within the sermon. The entire application 

was not reserved for the conclusion of the sermon. The applications 

which were made were practical and down-to-earth. 

D. Summary 

The profound influence which Dr. Whyte has had not only in Scot-

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid. p. 47 
2. Ibid. p. 51 
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land but also in the rest of the world is due largely to his great 

ability of presenting Biblical truths and making them applicable to the 

individual. Although he did not solve to the satisfaction of the young 

minds of his time the intellectual problems bothering them, he still 

had a great ministry to them in displaying the essence o:f Christianity, 

the new life in Christ. His favorite themes were temptation and sin, 

penitence, and the struggle after virtue, and the goodness and serenity 

of God.1 These truths were largely presented through the medium of 

biographical preaching. In fact, two-thirds of the volumes of sermons 

which Dr. Whyte published contained in their titles the word "character." 

This chapter has dealt with some of the elements in his 

preaching which made the sermons effective. 

His method of treating the characters of the Bible could be 

classified as psychological for it is through a probing into the motives 

behind the actions of the Bible characters that he· reYeaim the reaaotls fer 

the outward actions. 

Five effective elements in the biographical preaching of Dr. 

lihyte have been considered. By pointing out facts and by the use of 

imagination he was able to recreate the historical setting of the sermon 

so as to make it live. Through his keen insight into the characters of 

men, Dr. Whyte was able to show the motives for the deeds of personalities 

of the Bible. From the deeds, certain truths were chosen to bring before 

the hearer spiritual truths. These truths were more clearly defined and 

elaborated by appropriate illustrations. It was noted that most of the 

• • • • • • 

1. Barbour,op. cit. p. 224 
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illustrations were derived from extra-Biblical sources, the great 

majority coming from literature. Finally the chapter has shown how 

these truths were applied. 

Through these five specific elements which have been discussed, 

the ef.fecti veness of the biographical sermons of Dr. Whyte has been 

shown. 
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CHAPrER II 

THE BlOGRAPHICAL. METHOD IN 

'!'HE PREACHIKG OF CI.A.RENCE E. lfACAm'NEr 

One of the great mbd.stera et the Presbfterian Church, USA, 

dur:lng the past fifty years was Dr. Clarence Edward Macart.nq. His 

influence ering these :years baa been atrongl.:y felt within the church. 

'!'his is especial:cy tNe ot the period or time when the Presbyterian 

Church went through a ator.IJ3' aessiOR regarding lo,alt;y to the Olriatian 

standards. Dr. Jfacartnq, at that tiae as well as now, was Tery 

stNDg tor the adherance to the standards set rort.h 1n the WestJatnster 

Contessioa. 

During his titt;y :years or preaching, Dr. Macart.ne;y has held 

three outstanding pastorates-the First Presb)rterian Church in Pattu~.-. 

son, Nev Jersq, the Aroh Street Presbyterian Church in Pbil.adelphia 

and the First Pres'bJteriaa Church in Pittsburgh. A.t this last church 

he was Jlinister tor twent)"-five 7e&rs 'before retiring 1n 1953. 

His abUit:y as a preacher has bee wideq recopised. 

luaerous seminaries and celleges haft invited him. to give lectures on 

preaching and Biblical subJects. 'these have included the Stone Foun­

dation Lectures at Princeton 'theological Semina17, the Caleb Davies 

Lectures at Hiraa College,. the ott Lectures at Davidson College, and 

Smythe Lectures at Columl:da 'lheolopcal SeJII1.narT. 

The writings of Dr. Maeartne;y have not all been confined to 

-39-
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Biblical subjects. He has written much about the Civil War period. 

Among the books of this period which he has written are H!ghss and 

Blways gt ~ CiYil W~r, Lincoln.!!!! .. !!!!. Generals,_Lincoln.!W! H!! 

Cabinet, the ldfe_,2l General G!,or&E! ]i!. McClennan,_ ~d Grant .and!!:!:.!. 

Generals. 

Dr. Macartney bas published many sermons which would be prop­

erly called Christian biography. Regarding this special field of preach­

ing Dr. Macartney says: 

I find that I have preached 167 sermons on the characters of the 
Bible. In a n1.UII'ber of instances, however, some of the sermons 
have dealt with different aspects of the same men and women, or 
w.i.th different incidents in their lives. I discovered early in 
r.u:r ministry that people like biograFbJr; and nowhere is there such 
biography, so stirring, so :mving, so uplifting, so tragic, as 
that to be found in the Bible.l 

As was the case in writing aoout Dr. Whyte, the first part of 

this chapter will be devoted to the ministry of Dr. Macartney. Inasmu.ch 

as there is no published work on his life, information has been derived 

from pamphlets, as well as letters written by friends and those who have 

worked with him. Included in this section will be an evaluation of 

preaching as revealed in Dr• Macartney's book entitled, Prs~ .Wiib,­

m Note • The major part of the chapter will be an analysis and study 

of three sermons 'Which DaY be judged typical of his biographical preach-

B. Clarence Macartney as a Preacher 

1. His Training am Ministr,r 

• • • • • • 
1. Clarence E. Macartney: The Wisest Fool, p. 5 
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In con:trast to the lite ot Dr. Whyte, which was lived in 

the shadow of the stigma of being an illegitimate son, Clarence Macart­

ney was the son of a manse. He was born in the sma.ll. town of North­

wood, <hio, where his rather was the minister' or the Reformed Presby-­

terian Church. When Clarence was but a tw years old. his parents 

moved to Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania where his father was Professor ot 

Science at Geneva College. There in an atmosphere or plain living and 

high thinking, Dr. Macartney spent most of his early youth. 

His last two years or high school were finished at the Pre­

paratory School of Pomona College at Claremont, California, his famil.y 

having moved to California when Clarence was 15 years old.. Upon grad­

uation from the preparator:r sehool, he went to the University of Denver 

where he spent his freshman year. The last three years of his college 

education were completed at the University of Wisconsin. While at the 

Wisconsin University his talents as a debater and orator began to 

appear as he achieved distinction in these fields. 

The semjna.:ry training or Dr. Macartney was begun in 1902 

at Princeton Theological Seminaey. Upon his graduation from seminary 

he was ordained by' the Presbytery of Jersey City and installed as minia­

'•"-"" or the First Presbyterian Church iR Paterson, New Jersey. After 

spending eight years as m:1Jdster of this historic church, he took the 

pastorate of the Arch Street Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia, 

building up this depleted c~ch into one of the chief preaching 

centers of Philadelphia. 

He had the distinction in 1924 or being one or the youngest 

men ever to be elected MOderator of the General Assembly or the 
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Presbyterian Chunl'1, USA. 

In the year 1927 Dr. Macartney succeeded Dr. Maitland. Alex­

ander u minister ot tbe First Presbyterian Church ot Pittsbargh. Be 

retired in 1953. 

2. Preachig Without .lotes 

'this section ot the thesis will cover Dr. Macartney's eval­

uation ot preaching u tcnmd in his book on hG&iletics entitlecl, 

Preaddng Jithet .lotes. 

a. '!'he Preacher and his Messaae 

Dr. Macartney is very strong and outspoken upon 'What he 

considers to be the ai1ll and parpose or preacldng. '!'here should be 

sermons tor special occasions, comtort, instraetion andl condemnation, 

yet the great a:1m cui ptlJ'pOse ot the sermon 11is to convert the sinner 

to the will or God. in Cb.rist.nl In new ot tb:f.s aim, three coaditions 

tor successful Gospel preaching are presented! Which clearly bring oat 

the a.1a md purpose ot preaching. These conditioas Which Dr. Macart­

ney gives are as follows: 

(1) A cancera and a desire tor the salvation ot souls. 

(2) The presentation o:f the card1aal doctrines and truths ot 

the Christian faith. 

(.3) The necessity ot ba.cldng preacldng with prayer. 

These three prerequisites ot Gospel preadrl.ng point out the 

stress which is placed within the semons ot Dr. Macartney. He is 

• • • • • • 
1. Clarence Macartaey: Preaching lfitnout lotes, p. 9 
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strong on the presenting of the cardinal truths of the Gospel as 

centered ill Jesus Christ. Speaking altout the message of the preacher 

he aqs: 

When it comes to the content of the preacherta message, we have 
that froa our Lord himself, as related. im tile wrcl.s that Peter 
spoke to the centurion Comelius. These words tell what our 
Lord ai'ter his reArrection cODPPeMe4 the apostles to preacla: 
"And he commanded us te preach uto the people, and to testir,. that 
it is he which was ordained of God to be the Judae of quick and 
dead.. To lUm. give all the prephets witness, that through his 
naae whosoever believeth ill hia shall receive remission of siu."l 

Whether it be a biographical sermoa, a textual sermon or 

an expositeey sermon, the theme o! Jesus Christ and His power to save 

is alw&y'S very eT.ldeat in the preaching of Dr. Macartney. 

b. The Preacher and his Illustrations 

As will be seen ill the sermons nicb are studied in this 

thesis, Dr. Macartney JUkes great use of illustrations. The source;~ 

troa which he obtains the major portion ef his ill.utrations is the 

Bible. •The greatest of all illustrations,• he sqs, 11are the parables 

and stories of the Bible, particular~ those of the Old Testaaent.•2 

In keeping with his biogra}:hical preaching, the story itself becanes 

its best illustration if the preacher will •expaad it and make it live 

so that it becomes a vivid reality to the congregation.•3 

Besides the usual sources of illuatrations of biography~ 

JQ'thelog, fictiom, philosophy, poetey, and personal experiences, 

Dr. Macartney stresses ilaagination as a aource of "windows• for the 

• • • • • • 
1. Ibid. P• 20 
2. Ibid. P• 35 
3. Ibid. P• 38 
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sermon. Speaking about the need for creative illustrations he sqs: 

'file aTerage preacher does not make enough uue of his imagination. 
He can use it either in describiag a Bible scene or in a flight 
of pare !&nc7.1 · 

Without ima.gina.tion, Dr. Macartney- feels illustrations 

become dry and dead. 

c. The Preacher am Biograpbical Sermoms 

The goal of eve-q eamest preacher is to make the word which 
he proelaimu become nesh, and, as it were, d.well among men. 
That is the great purpose of l:d.ograpbieal preaching. 2 

One of the JDal1Y adnntages which n evident through the 

preaching on Bible characters is that the sennon is bound to be real 

and true to life. What the minister has to sq about the lives ot the 

characters o! the Old Testament 'Will apply just as well to a nsiness­

:man in our societ7 .3 Fu.rthermore, through the use of biograpbieal 

sermou, a freslmeas and viYidDess is brouaht to the hearers. Dr. 

Ma.oa.rtney- !eela that even when the storr in the Bible is well lmown the 

listeners are g1 ven aa addi tieD&l eleme.t of interest b7 'firtue of this 

fact. He likens this to listening to fudliar aDd well-loved auaic.4 

Biographical preachiq affords the minister one of the best 

wqs to preach on d.oetrinal eubjects of the Bl.ble. In using this means, 

the danger or the sermcB'lllsbee»JDing too heav,r is avoided. 

In swaaa.r;y, Dr. Kaeartne7ts methods in his preachiag are 

all s;eared to the one aim or 'ld..Jmiq mea and wmen to Jesus Christ. 

1. Ibid. p.68 
2. Ibid. p.l21 
'· !Did. p.l28 
4. Ibid. p.l29 

• • • • • • 
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c. Analysis of Typical Biographical Sermons 

The serm.ons of Dr. Macartney lend themselves to a very clear 

analysis of their contents. It is his manner of preaching not to veil 

the transition from one subject to another but to let his hearers 

know obviously when he is moving from one point to another. This 

manner of definite breaks between points of the sermon is due to the 

fact that Dr. Macartney preaches withoutnotes and needs such an out-

line whereby to remember his thoughts. He says regarding the construe-

tion of his sermons: 

I myself like the old plan of the simple outline with few 
divisions, including a statement at the beginning pointing where 
the preacher intends to go and how he intends to get there.l 

1. A Typical Sermon on the Condition of Man 

The theme of sin is very evident in the preaching of Dr. 

Macartney. There is hardly a major character in the Bible whose life 

does not come under analysis in the light of this subject. This sub­

ject finds expression in sermons on Solomon,2 Ma.rk,3 Judas,4 Aaron,5 

Saul, 6 David, 7 to name just a few. Dr. Macartney's great aim in 

preaching is to convert the hearer. He says regarding this aim: 

There are, it is true, sennons for comfort and instruction, 
for condemnation, for special occasions. Nevertheless, the 
great aim and purpose of the sermon is to convert the sinner 
to the will of God in Christ. 8 

• • • • • • 

1. Clarence Macartney: Preaching Without Notes, p. 154 
2. Macartney, Wisest Fool, p. 9-19 
3. Ibid. p. 90-98 
4. Ibid. P• 180-191 
5. Clarence Macartney: Mountains and Mountain Men of the Bible, p. 45-57 
6. Ibid. p. 104-116 
7. Clarence Macartney: Greatest Men of the Bible, p. 26-40 
8. Macartney, Preaching Without Notes, p. 9 
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With this aim in .view it is only natural that the sini'ul 

condition of mn is exposed in so many- of his sermons. He could by 

no means 'be ca.lled a. negative preacher, for in exposing the sintul 

condition of man, he has an opport.unit7 to present the sufficieney- of 

the work or Christ. 

a. The Outline of a Sermon lihtitled 11Achan-How Sin Lost a Ba.ttle."l 

( 1) Introduction 
(a) The recreating of the Biblical account of the scene cen­

tering arouni the sin of Achan forms the introduction 
of this message. In creating the setting the following 
events leading up to the sin are told. 

i. A·descriptlion of the ar'JJJ3' of Israel encamped outside 
the ruined cit7 of Jericho. 

ii. The sin of Achan as he stole into the city to take the 
forbidden booty. 

iii. The effect of the sin was evidenced in the defeat of 
the Israelite &rl\f the following day when 3,000 picked 
troops were defeated. 

i v. Joshua sought God tor the reason of the defeat and wa.s 
told that it was due to sin in the camp. 

v. When a lot was cast to find the sinner, it fell upon 
Achan who confessed his deed. He was punished for his 
sin by stoning. 

(b) In concluding the introduction, the three points of the 
sermon are introduced with the following: 

This dramatic story from the Book of Joshua tells us 
several timeless truths about sin. First, how sin gets 
its start, the progress of sin in the heart, and what 
it leads to, and how the end is death. Second, how sin 
finds the sinner out; and third, how one man's secret 
sin affects others and hinders the cause of God in 
the world.2 

(2) Body of Sermon 
(a) The Beginning and Progress of Sin. 

i. The beginning and progress of sin in the life of Achan 
is shown when nhe saw, then he coveted, then he took, 
then he hid, then he ·sutfered. 113 

ii. l!D.mples or this progress illustrated in the lives of 
the following: 

• • • • • • 
1. Clarence Macartney: Wisest Fool, P• 32-43 
2. Ibid. p.37 
3. Ibid. p. 37 
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!.• Adam and Eve when they saw that the fruit of the 
tree that it was pleasant to the eyes 1 coveted it, 
took it) ate it, and then sought in vain to hide 
themselves from God. 

2• Aha'b saw the well-kept vineyard of' Naboth, coveted 
it, took it, Uld paid for this act with his life. 

!• Samson went down to Sorek where he saw Delilah, 
coveted her 1 took her and so betrayed his· strength 
to the Philistines. 

1• Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, saw the glitter of' 
gold and silver and the rich raiment that Naama.n the 
le~r ha.c;l· Wought from Syria as a gift for the proph­*' when he healed him, which Elisha had refused. 
Ueha.zi saw, ceveted, took, and hid in his tent, 
like Achan, and lied and went out from the presence 
ot Elisha a leper as white as snow. 

.!• J'Qdassaw the glitter of' silver in the hands of the 
priests and Pharisees, and sold his Lor4 for 30 pieces 
ot silver and then went out and hanged himself. 
The application which Dr. lilcartney makes from these 
examples is: 

The ti.Die to resist sin is when it first displays 
itself' and flashes its false attractiveness 
before us. It it is not resisted then, the next 
step is to cevet and then to take, and then to 
seek in vain what has been done.l 

(b) How Sin Finds the Sinner Out. 
The sin of' A.chan had all the appearances of a perfect 
crime 1 so tar as discovery was concerned. And yet his 
sin found him out, exposed him, judged him, punished 
him. Sin always finds the sinner out. 

i. It finds him. out in time. 
!.• Moses thousnt he was not seen when he slew an Egypt­

ian. Someone did see him and the crime became known • 
.2• A. secular illustration is given in which a nail in 

the skull of' a corpse was used as proof' of a crime. 
ii. It finds him out in conscience. 

!.• Judas, when he flung down the blood money before 
the priests said, 11 I have sinned. 11 

.e,. Peter, when Jesus looked upon MA ~:rter he had 
denied him that night in the court of Caiaphas, 111ent 
out and wept bitterly. 

iii. It may be deferred reaction on conscience. The 
brethren or Jose}il, long a.f'ter they had sold him as 
slave into Egypt were stricken in conscience and 
said, 11\fe a.re veriq guilty concerning our brother." 

• • • • • • 

1. Macartney, Wisest Fool, P• 40 
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(c) How Sin Hurts and Hiaders others. 
Sin is alwqs indi:ri.«u.al in its erigills ~ bat alwqs 
social as well as 1ndi 'Vi«u.al 1n ita renlts. In the case 
of Acban • s ain, n011e of all the arm;r ancl cap ot Israel 
Ud seen it, ancl ,..n· its effect apon Israel was 
cliaastreas. 

i. Sin not oDJ.y attects the lives et otb&rs but it gees 
a 7ear atter J'e&r cloin& 1•• ul.ipat werk:. 'ftlat is 
t.he •8Dila& .t the Old 'l'est.-nt retrain "Jeroboam, 

the sen et laD&t, whe u.d.e Israel to sin." t.:ns after 
Jer.beam was dead., the sin wbi.eh at tuld eOJIIird.ttedj 
when he pat ap golden calves for idols, and so led 
Israeliato idolatry, b.a.unte4 and injured the nation. 

11. A seC\1lar illastration is given, telling of a poisaeus 
r.1llg wbi ch was still lethal after hlUldreds of ;rears. 

C.nclusia 
Dr. Macartnq in his eeaclusicm sqs: 

Great as was the sin of Aehan, ad. tragic its effect and 
influence upen others, 8lld. inescapa'ble theugh his jucl.peat 
was, Acaan aade a tull eontessia ot ais sin. 'ftlat is the 
oal7 cempeasatioa that the sieer can ever remer \Ulte God.. 
If we sq that we have no sin we deceive eurselves, ud 
the trath is aot in us. It we centess our sins, he is 
taithM and jut to forgive as our sin and to cleanse 
u from all lmrighteouness.l 

b. Ana17sis of Effective J:leaents ot the Semoa 

(1) A Live Jecreation ot Historical Setting 

Seae ot the meat stia.lating and iateresting introductions 

in the sel'llllens of Dr. Haeartne7 are tb.ose in which he allow his im.a&-

inatia to ream as he recreates the setting. His fondness tor this 

type of preparate17 u.terial is e'Videnced by his frequent use of 1t.2 

Such scenes reacl like a page fr. an exciting Dovel. Although seme ef 

the li8lical details have been elaborated ancl pare speclll.ation broa.ght 

into this re-creatiom of the setting, still the m.ood of the Biblical 

• • • • • • 
l. Ibid. P• 43 
2. Examples ot this type of introaction can be found in Great lights 

of the Bible~ P• 38; Chariete of Fire~ P• 31, P• 67; Great Inter­
views of Jesus, P• 98. 



I 
I 

-49-

In the seraon under analyaia, the imagiDatien or Dr. Macarl;­

aey comes ate plq to create a ciraatic effect in setting the aeecJ 

tor this semon. The description of Achan making his way through tlle 

darkness te the silver 8l1d geld toms the int:r.ciu.ctien te the sersMl. 

Through the use ot unci. :i.Biag:iaatiea the picture of the aettiag is 

pert.rayed. The arrangement et the teats of eaeh tribe is deseri'beCil 

iR ita relation to the Ark et the C.YeBant •• ,the tabemacle. The 

stery is broqht alive as a vivid d.escriptiea ef Aeha.n JJ.eving arw.nd. 

is givea as fellewsr 

There he creuches fer a time bebimcl the trapeat ef a fallen 
wall~ as it feartul ct the ahad.ew wld.ch his bai7 casts in the 
aeenl.ight. low he steps over a col'WIB et the t•ple of Baal and 
caretull7 makes his ._., over the heaps of debris until he reaches 
the street Where the shops laad ence nfNI'ished. There be 'begiu 
to search amid the ruina. a the aoenlight he sees •••thing 
bl'ipt aaci wbite sld.lling befere him. JleaebiRg ckne, he tiads 
that it is two laucired ehekels et silver. He tills beth hands 
with the silver, aacl then, epeai.a& his liD&e:rs, lets the eilver 
new tb:rough ids hands like a etreaa. Oaee, twice, thrice, he 
doee that, and tlae soud ef the sUve:r falling oa ailve:r is JIIUsie 
to his cevetw.s soul..l 

'le tu:rthe:r aid iB recreating tbe scene ud brin&i ng lite 1nte 

it, words are put iDto the llftth of Aehan, as be expresses clelipt 

ever his new fcnmd treasves. 

"Better luelt tb.aa I had expected, n he aqs t.e kiluelf as he 
fills bis soldier's baveraaok witb the silver, the geld, and. 
tbe BalqloRian garseat.2 

All et these elements, eYeR though aet contained in the Bibli ... 

• • • • • • 
1. Maeartnq, Wisest Peel, P• .3.3 
2. Ibid. P• .33 
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cal narrative, aid in setting the mood tor the stoey as well as gi:viag 

a drau.tic effect to the 8t•l7• Theugh the;r ay have been created 1ty 

the ilu.gi.nation ot the preacher, 78t the;r are true to Vie Mod ot the 

(2) Ps;rchologi.cal Allalysis of Biltlical Cbara.cters Involved 

As was observed a1tove, Dr. Xa.cartne;r cGUl.d be classified. as 

a pqcholegi.cal preacher. 'ftds term is meant to imply that his teach­

ing oa various sllbjects is f011Dd.ed. upon haaa experience and the natural 

d.evelopaa.t ot that subject taroqh the experiences of Bi.Dlical, his­

torical ud li"'i.Dg persoa&&es rather than upoa d.ed.uctive, theoretical 

attirmat.ioas. The religious experiences of the men ot the Bible are 

used to portray the Ullller ill which Scriptval truths are werked out 

in actuality. 'ftds metk.cl of presenting ilhlical sabjects through 

biop-apbical preaching is co•end.eci 'by Dr. All.drw Blackwood as follows: 

••• one caa ciiacus the practical •aaiDg ot sin as a tact in 
ever;r aa 1 s experience and. the practical meuing of forgl Teness 
as oein& :restored to ript relatioaa with GoG. Iast.ead ot 
pna.eld.ng aDR.t sin and. pardoa as pale, grq &Detractions, one 
mq turn to EiJra Da"'lici as a li"'ling object lena. His exper­
ieace 1d. th Bathsheba shows that sin is a man's way ot pu.t.tiq 
himself out. of ript relationa with God, and that torgi.Teness 
is God's way of ltr.laging a siaM lnulan.lteimg into right relatiou.l 

To picture tile ,_,..hol.OD of sin, ; experiences of sin in the 

liTesiet ind.i"'lid.ul.s in the Blble are ahetm:.to display sin's progress 

and result. Even thoqh the message is a hiographical st.my of Acbaa, 

7et UD7 other ind.iv.i.duals are p:reseted. to serve as further exaples 

of the th-.e. The similar experiences of Adam aad Eve, Ahao, Samson, 

•••••• 
1. Blackwood, Preparation ad. Deliveey ot Sermeas, P• 61. 
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Gehaai, and Judas show the prineipl.e of sin operative ia their liTes. 

In each cue, tour steps ill the inception and progress ot sin are 

shon. to occur. First, they looked, then th.e7 coveted, thtm thEir took, 

ud tinall7 they Rffereci. Tllese steps could. aot be catalogued. \tl!der 

a theological classification, but tbe7 are practical lessODS in the 

ps,-cholo&7 of sin learned frca life. 

A very clear presentation of what is attepteci through a 

pa,-chological preseatation of aiD is gl. ven 'DJ' Dr. Maoartney in the 

introdaction to the Hl"'lon entitled, •Sin, the Saddest Word in the 

Blbl.e.• 'l'bia sel"'llOl is 8aaed. 11pon tbe text, "Sb. croucheth at the 

door. ttl In the illtrod.llcUon he states hie plan of procedure: 

Our plan is to show the sadness of sin, not. b)" abstract qp­
ment or reaaollina, 'but by Ulllstration ill the liTes ot men, by 
a recital of 'ldlat sin did ia the line of men whose history is 
related in the Bible. The Bi'ble is the perfect and eternal 
mirror of the human heart, aad 7011 can count on it that what sin 
did in the lives of mea in tile Bl&le, it is doing in the liTes 
of men tod.a7.2 

In another sel"'lt.on the saae tlloqtt is 'Dl'Ollght out as Dr. 

Macartney gl. vee a inaiaht into his purpose in pres•tina events in 

the lives of Bi&le characters: 

More than uytld.ng ia the Bible, perhaps, the tall of David 
teaches 1111 the a1fful.ness of aiR and the certaint7 ot punishment, 
and ~ us how even a aood. man, a Jll.&ll wo talks of God and. 
worships GOd., and. serves him and praises Him and pr&7S te Him, 
can fall into the pit et tra.nsgressioa Uld sin • .3 

Tile phrase •the tall of David teaches" gl.vea the key to the 

• • • • • • 
1. Clarence Macartne7 : Greatest liol'd.s ot the Bi&le, p. 1.3 
2. Ibid.. p. 13 
,3. Clarence Macartn8)"': Great Hen of the Bible, p • .32 
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purpese of t.he psycholopcal aeth.od. It is an at.t•pt; to teach throug'b 

the experiences ot ot.hera. 1.'hrotllh the reJ.i&ieus experioces ot indi-

rldual.s, truth is broqht hom.e 1a a practical, peraoaal wq. fte 

perscmal el•ent ia t.he ael'!II.ODS et l>r. Macarlney is al'W&7s in the tore­

IJ'Ound• Qae of 'Uae factors which has been premineD.t in tlle ehitt 

froa a 11penoaal" te a •secial papel11 has been the failure ot milli­

st.ers to apJ>l,7 the tnths of the Bible to the iadivid.ual. soul. »r. 

Macartney is not iaterested 1a •rell' preaetiD& Cb.ristiu tru.ths. 

He is interested in appl71»& that trat.a to the indi rldu.al. 

(.3) :&valuation of Revelatery Trat.h 

The actiona of Acllan are usecl as a stud.)" iuto the probl• 

ot sin. rroa this drau.tic stoey, Dr. Hacartae)" d.ran three points 

to Joshua is ued froa vhioh to draw these t.rllths. Ia this coatessi011 

Achan said: 

I saw acma the spoUs a goodlJ' Babylonisb. garaeD.t, aad two 
lludred aaekels of silver and. a wedge ot pld. ••• taen I coveted 
them, ami took \h•J and.l belaol.d., t.hey are bid 1a the earth 
in the midst of Btl' tent. 

BT brl •&-1 ng in other 1Ddi ri.d.u.ls who wat tllroqh similar 

experiences of Ilia, Dr. Hae&rtne7 is able to strenathen t.his Biblical 

truth about the bepa11iq and. progress of sin. Begl nni ag with Ad.aa 

and Eve who ainMct when the)" ate till the forbidden trait of the garien 

of Eden, down t.o the lev Testament example of J\Ulas who vas enticN. 

iDto sin when he saw 'Uae silver in the hands of the Pharisees, the 

• • • • • • 
l. Haeartae)", Wisest fool, p. 37 
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begirmiq aad pngress ot sia is illutratecl by nUDlenu examples. 

The problem. ot t..ptatioa aacl tall into sin has not ea.l.T oeea sb.owa as 

au incident ia the lite ot !chan oat it has heen 'riv.l.d.l;y illustrated 

b;y the 11 Tee ot ti Te mea ot the Old and. lew Testae ts . no had a simi-

lar experience. To Dr. Macartney these men ad these experieaces 

speak DCh aore torcibl7 thaa arq ctoctriaal preacb:i.D& upon the natare 

or sin. 

The second tnth wbich the ster;r et Achaa reTeals is that 

sia tiDde the sinner out.. IT a eJd.ll.tu.l ue ot details which draw 

attention to the tact that the crime ot AchBl'l was Ter;y <litticult to 

detect Dr. Macart.ney shew that sia eTentual.l;y finds the sinner oat. 

Again, alter drawing tbis tact troa the crilae et Achan Ulutratioas 

taken troa. the liTes ot Meaes, Ju<ias, Peter and the brethren ot Joseph 

show that eTen tb.oqh a aiD may go udetected.., ;yet it enntuaUT 

catches 11p with the sianer. 

How sin hurts aad billd.ers others., is the tinal revelatory 

truth dran troa the stor;y ot !chan ad bis alll. 

Here was a secNt sin it ever there was ••· lone ot all the 
anv and caap ot Ierael had. seen it., ami 78t. its ettect. upoa 
Israel was disast.roaa ••• that sin 'brcnacht defeat. to his countr;r 
on the tield. ot battle. It 'broqht cliegrace and ruin to bis 
tam.ily.l 

The sia or Achan, although it might haTe appeared like onl.T 

a cr.I.Dte which Achan camaitted. against the lllllmown owner ot the p~­

erbj' he stole., 7et. grew to such proportions that it defeated au entire 

• • • • • • 
1. Ibid. p. 4l 
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&!'281'. 

As will be notice4 ill this sermon, Dr. Macart.ne.r uses a 

method. wherelq eveRts in the lite of an indi. vidual are described. and. 

from these incd.d.ents truths are d.rawa. These points are then further 

strengt.laene4 by muaerous citatioas of si:milar eveats from the lives 

ot other mea 1n the Bible. 

(4) Use of Illustrations 

IB the message uacler d.iseussion, almost all of the support­

ing illustrative material is Bi'bllcal biography. Events in the lives 

ot elevea different eaaracters are used to illustrate truths ia the 

serm.oB. Oal.y two illustrat1o11s from eevces other tban the Bible are 

used. 

IB speald.Bg ot the besinmnc and. pros;ress of sia, Dr. Mac­

artney lives incid.eats in the liwa_o.f' Adam and Eve, .Aha.e, Samson, 

Gehazi and Judas to show that 1a each case the pattern of the progress 

of sin was the sae. In each instuce the indi.Yiduals first saw, 

then coveted., then teok and t1D•ll7 suffered tor their ain.l 

lBcidents in the lives ot Moses, Judas, Peter and the breth­

ern ot Joseph are uaed to illustrate the secoDd. point of this se:rmen, 

how sin fiDds the sinner 011t. Moses after kill1ng u Egyptian. thoqat 

his crime wu und.eteeled. Bowver, the tollow.iag dq "whea he saw 

two Israelites fighting with one another, and sought to separate them 

one of them said to Ida: •Inteadest ta, 'Dld.ll me, as thou killedst 

• • • • • • 
1. Macartaey, Wisest Fool, P• 37 
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To iU\18\r&te t.lle reactioa to sin once it has 'been cOEitted~ 

incidents from the lives of three •n of the Bible are •ed• The 

conscicce of Judas so worked upon him that he fl.tmg down the blood7 

Jlr)nq before the priests and. sai4, •I have sinned.u2 Peter loold.q 

back upon his sin in deJJYinl the Lord went out and wept; b1 tterl;r • 

The final ill•tration of reaction to sin is the case ot the brethren 

of Joseph lllen Joseph demanded that one of th• be lett as a hostage 

untU thq broupt down t!ud.r )"'lmme&t brother. The conscience-smit­

ten •a said to one anotker: 

We are veril.T pilty conceming our brother~ in that we saw 
the &l'lg\tish of tda soul, *• he besought liS, and we would not 
hear; therefore is this 41streas co• 11p0n u.3 

'l'he fiDal point ot tke sen10n, how sin hurts and hinders 

others, is UltiStrated b7 Jeroboaa's lite. Dr. Xacartnq brinas out 

the fact that lona atter Jerol)oaa was dead~ the sin which he coaaitted 

halll'lted and injured the nation.4 

As has 'been noted, great use has beea ad.e of incidents in 

the lives of Bible eha.ra.cters to clearly illustrate the points ot the 

sermon. Of the eltmm illustratiou 'Ued in the above S81"110n1 onl7' 

two were from sources other than the Bible. This stress llpOD. Biblical 

biography as a sovce of Ulutrat101'18 is in keeping with the purpose 

1. Ibid. P• 39 
z. Ibid. P• 40 
3. Ibid. P• 41 
4. Ibid. P• 42 

•••••• 
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ot Dr. Kaeart.ney. His purpose is to let these lives speak tor him. 

He has stated his reason tor reference to these men and t.b.e great 

advant.aae derived trom it as tollows: 

It is not possible 'to preach on the great men ot the Bible 
without speald.Dg practical u.cl timely truths to the peeple, and 
in a way that ever;rone wlll understand.. The great ad.vantaae 
ot sach preaching is that you sumaoa these mea themselves into 
the Jlll].:pit Uld pei'JIIit them to preach tor you.l 

(5) Application ot Ser.mon P~a 

Much ot the toree ot Dr. Macart.aey1s preaching comes trem 

what could. be called implied. application. 'rAe simplicity ad clarity 

with lfld,ch he preaehea makes his points ot appl.icatioa very obvieu. 

By preee~ and by the m.arq- examples he cites, the ccmmnanication ot 

the point to the kearer is taeilitated. However, on occasion he does 

g1 ve one or two sentences to make eve more obvious what is required 

ot the listener. In draw.f..q an application to the beginning and pro­

gress ot sin he ccmcludea that sectioa ot his sermon with the tollow.t..q 

stat•ent: 

The time to resist aia is whim it first Qisplqa itaelt and 
tlaahes ita talae attractiveness l.Mtore us. It it is DOt 
resisted then, the next atep is to covet, and then to take, and 
then to seek in vain to hide what baa been done.2 ·· · 

lo att•pt is aacie to point out to the listener the appli-

cation troa the second point ot the sermom., on how sin finds the 

silmer 01lt. Rather it is as8UIIed tbat the point is so ob'Yiousl;y made 

that application ot this tru.th to the lite of the kearer will be under-

• • • • • • 
1. Macartaey, Greatest Men ot the Bible, p. 6 
2. Macartney, Wiseat Fool, P• 4l 
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stood withOllt expl.au.tion as to llow it shoW.d be applied. 

However, in eoncludin& the sel"'D..Ol anti makin& an appeal tor 

a godl7 lite to prevent a hindrance to the progress of the church and 

the word of God the following appeal is Mde: 

Who can tell bow much the 1101"k and battle of the church is helQ:: · 
up and h1rldered. ltecause of .leltana 1a the camp? How solemn that 
makes the responsi'Dllity of every soldier ia the ranks o~ .~the 
~ ot the Lord, of every professed follwer of Christ in the 
churchl To whatever degree you are Ullllft)rt,hy or un-Christllke in 
spirit, in word., or in deed, to that extent you :biDder the wrk: 
ot the chlll"Ch and held up t.be progress of the aJ'J17 of the Lord..1 

2. A 'typical Semon on Jted-.ptioa 

Dr. Ma.cart.aey places great streas oD the doctrine of sin ill 

his preachillg. The reason tor t.his •ptaasis is that by showing sin 

in its awfulness he can show in contrast the neecl of God's grace and 

His recl•pti ve leve. The message of red.EIIIlpt.ioa is verr prominent 

among his semoas. The se:rsaoa entitled "I:atemew of JeRs with a 

Orimia.al" has beea cllosen as represeatative of his treatment of a 

ser..on on redeaptioa. 

a. The Ol.ltline of a Sel'llOil Eatitled "Interview of Jesus with a 

Criminal.n2 

(1) Introduction 
(a) Description ef 'background scene 

i. The ceaturion is ordered to crac14 Jesus along with 
twe others. 

ii. As wu the oust011, a placard carried by a herald was 
•rched. ia front of each crim:inal stating their crime. 

(b) Description of procession to Calvar.y 
i. Jerasal• vas tilled 11d:t.h maa:y strangers who had c<me 

• • • • • • 
1. Ibid. P• 41 
2. Clarence Macartney: Great Interri.ews of Jesus, p. 170..1SO 



to the cit;y tor the PassoTer. 
ii. Crowds et people, incluciing priests, followed the 

procession to Calvary shouting cruel jests. 
ill. A tew women who had. kn010l Jesus followed weepiq. 
iv. Sim<>n ot C;yrene was chosen to carry the cross ot Jens. 

(c) Description ot scene at C&l var;r 
i. The d.ooaed. men were stripped ot clothing and. nailed. 

to the cross. 
ii • .Kedieated. wine taken by two thieves but not b7 Jesus. 

iii. The enemiea ot Jesus shouted and DlC>cked. at him. 
i v. !he two thieves also mocked him.. 
v. One ot the thieves had. a ehaage of heart and looking 

toward. Jesus said, "Lord, l"8D1ember :me when thou 
com.est into th7 ld.ngdem." 

rl. Jesus answered, "'l'odq shalt thou be with me in 
paraciise.• 

rli. 11'1'h1s incaaparabl.e scene upoa the crQflllw .. is the 
eeautitul cliax to the lite and passiGn ot Christ. 
Here is all the gospel ot repentance and faith and 
salvatiea.•l 

(2) Bod7 ot Sermon 
(a) Repentance 

i. Tha,Jiiracle ot repentance is explained and illustrated. 
in the repentance ot the cly1mc robD8r. 

ii. His repentaace was sincere a:Dd. gell'Ui.rae as erldeneed. 
b7 the tollowiDg: 
a. He contessec:l he was an erlldoer. 
i• He acknowledged the righteousness and justice of 

the peul.t7 he was enciuring • 
.!• He gave expression to the tear of God. 

(b) Faith 
i. 'l'lle faith ot the thie.t is shown when he said te Jes•s, 

"Lord, relll.eliber me when theu comest illto tby ld.ngda." 
a. It was a faith. ill tbe person of Chriet. -b. It wae a tai.th aot based upen the testimoq •t 
- b.isto%'7, Bible, or the church, •t purely in the 

persoa of Cllrist. 
ii. '!'be prqer ot faith ot the thief touched the heart 

of Chriat. 
(c) Salvation 

i. 'l'lle end ot repeatanee and faith is ealvatieB. Ia 
answer to the thief's req,w.eat, "Lord, reaeaber me• 
Jesus aaswered, "'l'oclq shalt thou be with me in 
paradise." 

(3) Concl\lsien 
'l'aere is oDl.y' cme W&1 to heaven, and that is the wq the 

.. ·• ... 
1. Ibid. P• 175 



-59-

penitent thief traveled.. There is enl.y oa.e gate into heaven., 
u.d that is the gate through which the peaite:at thief entered., 
the gate of repentance toward Ge4 ud faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. That gate is ope:a tod.q for 7011 and. for me. 
11It thou shalt confess with th)r aoath the Lord Jesus., aacl 
shalt believe in thime aearto that God hath raised him from 
the dead, theu. saalt be savecl.•l 

'b. Anaqsis ef Effective J:l.•eats of the S.l"'lllB 

(1) A Live Recreation ef Historical SettiDg 

T.b.e atmosphere., the exoit••t.., u.d. the acticm ef the C:Nci­

fixion of Jesus are 8roqht 'Detore the comgregatien as Dr. Macartney 

in his :ima&inatien recreates the cl"Ucit.f.xlen scene. Det&ils are pre­

seated to help transport the listeaers te Cal'ftl7• With psJ'Chological 

insight Dr. Macartnq peers into the lite ot Pilate., as he watches the 

procession of the three eoademed men archiag te their death. !his 

scene is descriaed as follow8: 

standing at the wiBdow ef his palace, Pilate watched Jesus 8eins 
led awq with the cress upen his &act. He gazed tor a m.eme11t 
and then, tllll'Dimg awq witll a troubled loek in bis face., said te 
his wile Claudia, whose dream. had warned hill not to do that 
thiD& which aow lle ceuld not undo, "An imloceat manl"2 

Even though sach an interpolation is fanciful., yet by its 

use the settirJ.g is gl.ven lite and 'Vitality. The facts ef the Biblical 

scene are not coldly presented, 'but through' \tse of ia.a&ina.tion the 

sce:ae ucomes one et reality. 

The sae type ot description is gl.ven as Dr. Mac&rtH7 nar­

rates the procession me'Ving through tile main street of Je:Nsalem. 

After i:adicatimg that Je:Nsal• was filled with strangers who arrived 

• • • • • • 
1. IDid. P• 180 
2. Ibid. P• 171 
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to celebrate the Passover, a ciescrip\ion of this crowd is givea as 

they- took part, in the procesaioa. 

As they passed. aloag, the crowd.s fell in 'Dehind., eager to see 
the end ot these dangerous men. Even the priests forgot their 
d.ignity- and high office and walked ale>ag with the rabble mo'D, 
sho\lt.iq their imprecations aad. cru.el jests. The eenturioa 
marched iaperiousq ahead; the solcliers were on either s!de of 
the condemned men and. 'beldnd. them, scaet.:im.es roughly pu.ahing the 
crowd aside and. sometimes with their scourges and their curses 
urging the three aen tdtb. the crosses 011 their 'Dacks to get along 
faster. In the crolRl, however, there were a few of the women 
who had lmowa Jesus and loved 1dll and they- followecl after bi:m.1 
weepbg al'Jd wail.ing, their tears and their cries a strange 
contrast to the ~ses and blews of the soldiers and. the jeers 
of the spectators. 

Here qaill t.he teue atmosphere whicl:l prevailed at this 

time in Jerusalem is recounted. Even though these scenes are not 

described. ill the Biblical account of the cru.eitixion, y-et ia actu.ality­

they llipt very well have taken place. This t7P8 of recreation could. 

by- no means be COB&idered as takiag liberty- td th the Scriptures, tor the 

feeli.Jlg and atmosphere ot the scene have been correctlY' portrqe4. 

(2) Psy-chological ~is et Bi'Dlieal Characters Involved 

Dr. Hacartne7 follows the actions preceding the prayer ot 

the thief in an attempt to ascertain what caused. the change of heart. 

As Christ lumg between the two criminals both men are pictured as 

reviling Jesus aloq with the crowd. h searching for the motive tor 

su.ch action Dr. Ka.cartnq suggest a D\lllllber o! possible reasons. He 

sa7SI 

Perhaps the7 had a taint hope that by- thus joiDiDg in reTiliDg 
Jesus they- llight gain at the last llCIIlent a reprieve. Or it ma7 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid. P• 171 
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have been the natural explosion of tortured men and w.lcked. hearts. 
Perhaps in the pr:i.Gon they had said one to another 1 "The time has 
come tor us to die J 'but remember what we alwa,a vowed., that we 
will die cursing and blaapheadDg. 111 

This constut proltiag tor the purpose behind the actions of 

indi rlaals is ft'r7 cOJIIIlOn 1n the preaching ot Dr. Macartney, a• he 

seeks to find the hidden psychological motives of an individual whick 

cauae him to act. 1n a particular lf81'• With the cha.Dge of heart on the 

part of the repentent thief this same probing into his reason tor repent­

ing and accepting Jesus as the Cllrist is carried. out. E'Yen thoup 

ln-. Macartney states that. it is unlmown to him what "agencies the HolT 

Spirit used to wrk the great cha.tlge 1n the heart of that wicked. aad. 

cruel man, n2 yet. he asks himself muaerous queations as to the proba.Dle 

cause. 

Was it the tauts of the mob? Waa it the wq Jesus had claimed. 
to be a ld..ag and aaid tdlat he was lhe Son of God? Was it the 
aOlll.etimes softeniag effect ot paia? ••• llhatenr it was, the man 1 s 
heart waa ch&n&ed. He repented ef his s:t.a • .3 

To further show the great faith ia the power of Christ whicll 

this man had., a list of the advantages *ich one has in this genera­

tio:a tor tai th in Christ is pven. This list inellldes the testimolq' 

ot the resurrection, the Bible, history, and the church. In contrast, 

Dr. Macartney sqs: 

••• the poor thief had none ot these advantages. He had no propb­
Jtb:. no miracles, no resurrection from the dead; and yet there 
he was, haDgiDg on a cross in that dark and dreadful hour, 
pu.tt.iDg his trust 1n the pwer ad. mercy an<l forgivillg love ot 

• • • • • • 
1. IDici. P• 174 
2. Ibid.. P• 175 
3. Ibid. P• 176 
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Jesus, coming to aa understanding of the meaning of his death 
.which Jesus bad so oftea ad so vaiml7 sought to explain to his 
own disciples.l 

B;y contrasting the advantaces which we have with those ot 

the thief, the great faith of this ma.n is shown.· Such a contrast 

serves to show how great this faith was. 

(3) Evaluation of Revelatory TNth 

The action of the thief en the cross, as he changed his 

attitude toward Jesus from one of scorn to one ot acceptance, for.ma 

the 'basis .tor the three truths wbich Dr. Macartney draws frca tld.a 

scene. In introd:uein& these truths, Dr. Macartney sqs: 

This iacoaparable scene upon the cross--what the thief said 
to his fellew thief, what he said to Jes118 1 and what Jesus said 
to ldm-is the 'beautitul cli•ax to the life and passion of Christ. 
Here is all the gospel of repentance and faith and salvation.2 

From the confession which this criminal ade of the right~ 

eousness and justice of the penalty which he was enaring Dr. Macart-

ney ciraws the conelusion of true repentance. He bases this conclusi~ 

of geauine repeutance upon two stat•ents of the thief to his fellew 

putner in crime. First he said., " ••• we receive the due reward. tor 

our deeds"3 and laa.t.er to show bis tear of God he said to his fellow 

robber, "Dost not tho• fear God.?"i From these two stateents Dr. Mac­

artney shows that they 1ndicate a gemdne and a sincere repentance on 

the part of the dying thief • 

The step of faith which this dying man took is shown by bis 

• • • • • • 
1. Ildd. p. 117 
2. rud. p. 175 
3. Ibid. p. 176 
4. Ibid. P• 176 
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statement to Jens, "Lord, l"eellSlber me when thou comest in.to th7 ldng­

d.<D." Dr. Macartney emp)lasisea very strongly the tremendous faith 

necessary tor tb:Ls man, inuaach as he lacked all the e"ri.dences regard­

iq the Person of, ,Christ and His life which accru.e to people in this 

present generation;. This step of faith is sigaifieant tor another 

reason. The thief on the cross vas the first to diseowr the heart. 

of the Gospel. 

The third theological truth wbich is breugbt out in this 

se:rm.on is how salvation comes to a sinner. It is pointed out that 

this salvati•n canes to a simple plea of faith. In answer to the thiet•s 

request tor remebrance when Christ came into his kingdom, Jesus answers 

"today shalt thou be with me in Paradise." 1 

It is verr enlightening to notice the manner oy which a dis­

CQssion of these theological truths is achieved from the reactions of 

this one maa. In each ease, the star\ing poiat is a stateent or 

questioa from the thief as he hangs on the cross. From these state­

meats the simple basic facts of repentance, faith and salvatio:a are 

illustrated. The operation of each of taese truths is so obvious 

that no attention is drawn to how these tru.ths are to be applied. The 

progressive steps of salvation are verr simply e.xpl.ained., the pre­

requisites being repentance and faith. Thereoy the basic truths of 

Christianity 1 which are at the center of Christianity are vi TicUy 

and simply illustrated by the thief on the cross in his d7ing moments. 

• • • • • • 
1. Ibid. P• 177 
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(4) Use of Illustration• 

One of the elements wb:ich has been shown to be very strcmg in 

the preaching of Dr. Macartney ia his ability to place himself iD the 

action u.d. situation of the scene which he is describiBg and to draw 

frcm this point of T&Dtage elements of interest which make his setmons 

come alive. This technif.}lle is used to illustrate aoods md points 

which neeci clarification. 

To show the proba'ble reaction of the other criminal to the con­

fession and repentance of the penitent thief, an imaginary conversa-

tion is recreateci between the twc. In answer the f.}lle.stion, •Dost 

not thou fear Goci?" the unrepentct thief says: 

WRen did you turn preacher? Yw talk as if )"OU had a better 
record taan I have. Let a remind )"'U of a fw things. DG 
you reme:rUer the olci merchant from Antioch whcma you strangled 
for his gold and threw inte the Orontes B:iver? Do 7011 remember 
that child. that 70u stole froa the villa at Tioerias anci flung 
into the Jordan when we were closely pursued? Do you remember 
that Tool ruler whoa you tortured and mutilated until he revealed 
to you the hiding place of his treasure? Do you remember that 
daughter of the captain of the guard whom )"'U raped and defiled.?l 

The effect of such aa illustration, and it is aa illustra­

tion of the atmosphere en Calvar;y, is to give life and v.iT.l.dness to 

the scene. Just as sae tJPes of illustrations help clarif7 a doctrinal. 

isRe, this t7Pe of imagi~tative illustration gives clarity to the mood 

of the scene. 

Another type of illustration ia used in this sermon to des-

crioe the angels in heaven as tney debated as to Who woulci be the 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid. p. 176 
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first one admitted to the Xingdom of Heaven upon completion of' the 

redemptive work of' Christ. In this debate a number of' saints f'rClll 

the Old Testament dispensation are paraded before the congregation, 

including Abraham., Moses, Noah, David., Isaiah, and John the Baptist, 

to provide a contrast to the penitent thief' who first entered the 

lingdaa of' leaven. This is a type of' illustration which is very com­

mon in the preaching of' Dr. Macartney. He often goes through a series 

of' men of' the Bible briefly calling them to tb.e attention of' the 

hearers, in order to give stress to a pa.rt,icular point uncler discussion. 

In the later preactdng of' Dr. Macartney, his illustrations 

are drawn f'roa incidents in the Bible. He makes the Scriptures illus­

trate Scripture. In sse of' his earlier books, Jll&llY of' his illustrations 

were drawn frem. secular sources. TAis shift kas been gradual but it 

is very marked as his earlier serm.QU are compared with his more recent 

preaching. 

(5) Application of Sermon Points 

Tbis serm.on under consideration is one in wbi ch Dr. Ma.ca.rtnq 

has felt that. the applicatiou which should be draw by the hearer are 

too ob'ri.oue to be elaborated upon. Conseq,11e11tly the story is simJ>l7 

and plainly told, letting the sermon speak tor itself'. Nothing is said 

regarding how the listeners shG\Ud repent, or even of' the necessity of' 

repentance. Nor is any direct application made f'rc:m the other two points 

ot the serm.on. fb.e last paragraph in the sermon is the only reference 

tC> direct application. It is the only indication of' what Dr. Macartney 

feels should he the response of' the listener. In this paragraph he sqs: 
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'!'here is onl.3' one wa7 to heaven, and. that is the wa7 the penitent 
thief traveled. '!'here is ez1}T one gate into heaven, ancl that is 
the gate throup which the penitent· thief· entered, the gate of 
repetltance toward Ged. aDti taith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Tbat 
pte is ope today for ;you. and tor me. .. •It thou shalt confess 
with t:b7 BJttth the Lord Jesua, and shalt. beliwe in thine he:rt 
that G<J! hath raised hila from the dead, thou shalt be saved.• 

The JD&DDer ia which the sermon is preached necessitated no 

f'\ll"ther application. '!'he transition from the experience of' the thief' 

to the experience of those hearing this sermon would be easy to make. It 

:Is obvious by the marm.er ot preachin& what applications are necessary. 

3. A 'l'ypical Sermon on the Christian Lite ot Prayer 

Dr. Macartney in his introdllctiea to <me of his books of ser­

l1011S1 ti1M! 2£. Gre&\ !!fb states that when a preaCher deals with the 

lives of the geat personalities of the Seript,ure he is al-v-s then com­

ing close to the lives of mea &Dl waen todq. In a series of sermons 

preached OD the trials of men of the Bible, a sermon on the incident of 

Jacob wrestling with an aaael is included. It is thie sermon which is 

used to parallel the third seraon studied iD the previous chapter. 

a. 'nle Outline ot a Seraon lbtitled. "'!'he Trial ot Jacob0 2 

(1) Introduction 
(a) What happened to Jacob on the night he wrestled with a 

JIU"Steri.Olla antagonist is not qUite clear. Yet following 
the struggle, lite was :never the same tor Jacob. 

(b) This l:aoide:at. is tJ'Pical of what ·happens in lite-God wrest­
ling with man t1"1'iD8 to bring out the spiritual and heaven]1' 
and JEl wrestliDg with God resistiftg God and his Holy Spirit. 

(c) A recou:at.i.Dg of the lite of' Jacob in which the following 
points are broqht out. 

1. After tweat,y years in Mesopotamia, Jacob was DGW on his 
W7 back to Caaaa:p a prosperous man. 

ii. Be was \Ble&a7 because he remembered the crime he had com­
llitted agaiDat his brotte r. 

iii. Jacob had sent messercers ahead to solOld out Esau aDti to 
seek his favor. 

• • • • • • 
1. Ibid. p •. lS() 
2. Clarence lfacartnq: Trials ot Great Man, p. 32-42 
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i v. When Jacob heard that Esau was approaching with 400 men 
he callecl upon God in prayer. 

v. He divided his people and possessions into two bands ancl 
sent them across the Jabbok wbile he was left alone. 

vi. While Jacob waits on the banks of the Jabbok, he encount­
ers an unknown adversary who wrestles with him till dawn. 
!.• Jacoh states he will not permit the angel to go until 

he blesses him. 
~· The angel surrenders to Jacob's instant prayer and 

blesses him with a caange of name and caange of heart. 
(2} Body of Sermon 

(a) Spiritual changes are wrought by trial and adversity. It 
was a painful desperate struggle that Jacob had with his 
adversar,y, but he discovered that the wrestler had power 
to bless him. 

i. The disciples while fislling thought they were going to 
perish because of a storm. When Jesus appeared to them 
on that stol"JDT night the diciples thought him to be a 
ghost. But they soon discovered that the ghost was Jesus 
and all their fears were gone when they heard him say, 
"It is I; be not afraid." 

ii. Joseph was falsely accused of sin and put. in prison. 
Even though at the time it looked as if this experience 
would work against him, in the emd this incident proved 
to be a blessing. 

iii. An illustraticm. is given of how sorrow in the life of 
William Taylor was used as a constant inspiration in the 
preaching of this minister. 

(b) The change in the life of Jacob came when he made the prayer, 
"I will not let thee go except thou bless me." 

i. He was prepared for this prayer by the events which led 
up to the wrestling. 

ii. Even though his dealings with Esau were disreputable, yet 
he was eager for a spiritual blessing. This blessing came 
when he prayed. 

(3) Conclusion 
(a) How hard do you stntgle with your angel? The same angel 

comes to struggle with you and has the same power to bless 
you; but your pride., your self-sufficiency, your self­
righteousness must; first be overeane. Do you resist the 
Holy Spirit? Do you strive against the angel? Or will 
you strive now to hold bim?l 

(1) A Live Recreation of Historical Setting 

The basis for this sermon is the retelling of the Biblical 

narrative of the episode of Jacob wrestling with the angel. :Exactly 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid. p. 42 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

ttalt of the aermo:p 1s taken up wlt'h ~tast t'he reeoati:Pg of this evellt 

without makiflg emy applloatiorut or atreaaimg Ulf partioular poblt. It 

18 onl7 after the eOJilpletiq ot the aoeO'Ullt tlla.t the poillta of the aer. 

ll.Oil appeal' • 

In ae'hie'fing tbe htatorie&l aettug, tha l.Jaekgrotm.d of the 

story !a brouglYt into p.lq. ,._f.QSeg ~7 years provioue to t'he 

event of weatlbg witt the aac•l• oeC'tU'eaoeta in the lifo of Jaeob 

are noounted oae by ••• to bring reality and. life illto thia ~'$•·~ 

c:reatten, 4et&ila of any ot t'heae ewats en brought out. Dr. 

cuu:ot:u7 epeaka of the l!~Htbg between Jacob a:ad Raohaell of 'how Jacob 

weatled wlt'h L&bem ud WOJ:U of the ol"iae wblo'h he oOB!Id.tted a~alnat 

Ean. All this aei"'Ne to put not only lite 1Itbo t'he etory by citing 

these apeolfto events. but it al80 provides t,..e liateDer with the 

knowledge of When t'-tls evellt fits 1ato the Ute of Jacob a:ad 'W't!f' it 

By attotio:n to detaUa aa well as by 'h1a clarity 1n de· 

acrib!»c a aeene, !ntenet ta geaerated aa4 life brought into tlte 

story. AD aaple of. this sld.ll 1a touad 1:n t'he tollowi:og deserip. 

tio:n of Jacob's diddlag of l\!8 poaaesaiont 

Frlg,tened thOtagh he waa, Jaoob*a natiYe shrew4:neaa did not for• 
aua 'hia 1n t'hia oriata. 1'e dtYldM hie people and hie tleob 
and 'herde into two banda and sent them aoroaa t'he brook Jabhok 
ahead ot hill, h1a thought being t'h at 1t ieau fell upon one of t"••• banda, the ot1-er -.1&"" poaa1'bly eeoape. !bus "'• tloekl 
a.d ~erda ad w1'fta a.d e'hildJ"eD a.cl aU"'' peaseastOBs crossed 
tl-o Jabbok end disappeared. in the disteoe, 'tU)'b1l even the taint• 
eet tiaklf of a bell u ouo ot tho goats was DO longer 'tteari ... 
lD t'ttia ~Ul", 1n t'hia Dig'ht, Jaoob is lett alone. life 11 not to 
'hoar the lowi:ng ot b1a herds, t'he criea ot t,..e littl• o'h114ren, 
nor tbe atteot1o:nate votoe of t'he belO"f'ed. Raohael.l 

• • • • • • 
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Aa will be aoted in taia ducription, an attenpt is JU.de b7 

Dr. Macartney to give lite to this narrative by including items which 

appeal to the sense ot hearing. For example, he refers to "'l'he taint­

est tinkle ot a bell" ar:d the absence ot the "low:i.Dg ot the herds, the 

cries ot the little children, the attectionate w1ce ot the beloved 

Bachael. • Such references help to ptt reali'li7 into the sto17 and &5-ve 

vita.lity to the serMD. 

(2) Psychological Analysis ot :Biblical Chara~er Involved 

J3eh1nd. the strucale which Jacob had with tlle anael, lq a 

basic tear. This tear was eagendered by the actions ot Jacob apinst 

his 'brother Fsau. Dr. Macart.ney slowl7 works out the events in the 

lite ot Jacob ltlich brought about this tear. To begill with, the tact 

ot a detinite change in the lite ot Jacob is cited. Jut exactly wbat 

brought about this change is not quite clear. Speaking ot the change 

in the li:f'e at Jacob, Dr. Jfacal'l#nq sqs: 

He passed throu.gh s.- great chaDce, experienced soJI.e great bless­
iag. M jut what. it was we cannet k:Dew. Jacob hillselt was tm• 
able to tell all that had happened to td.m, tor when be aak«i his 
..,.sterioua antagoldst, "Tell •, I pray thee.- th7 n&ll181 • the wrest­
ler answered, "Wheretcre is it that thou dost ask a.tt.er ..,. name?" 
Y.t when the strugle was over aDi the angel bad departed, lite 
was never again the sa~~e tor Jacob. He tel.ls us what he had pus­
ed through, what he had experienced, l!r' the DaM that he gave to 
the place 1Gere 1M had wrestled with the apgel. "Peniel," he 
called it-• I have seen God race to race. nl 

Taking this wrestling in a spiritual sense and putting a PB7• 

chological. •aning ·to it, Dr. Jfaoartne7 feels that this is the constant 

struggle b.tweea man aad God. God trying to bring out the etemal that 

is in an, and. an resi.stiag God in W.S work • 

• • • • • • 



I 
I 
I 
I 

-70. 

Another theJIB which runs through the character study ot Jacob 

in this seraoa is the ettect ·which sin has upon an indiTidual. As Jacob 

•de his ._,.back to Caaaan, he is pictured as 1Ule&87'ad unhappy. E\ren 

thoqh twenty years had passed since the criae against lrsau was committed, 

still the guilt feeling lingered on in the heart of Jacob. 'rime did not 

erase the guilt7 conscience mich followed this sin. Dr. Macartney 

speaking of the lingering iatl.uence ot sin statest 

Sin and remorse are not subject. to t•.' '!'hey are timeless, age­
less. 'fhe sin a man coats todq 1 'When conscience and Jllelll0l7 
Ring it back to hill twent7 78ars from todq, yes, titty or seventy 
78&rs tro• todq, will be as fresh as it was twenty seconds after 
he coaaitted. the sin. 11Se sure 1'0U1" sin w.Ul find you outl" '!'he 
likelihood is that it will tim a JeD out in time; as Jacob teared 
that his sin was tinding hill oat. It will find hill out in con­
science as Jacob's sin f0W1d hill out as he drew near to the borders 
ot Seir. It will find. a JEll out, tinal.ly, inevitably, inexorabl71 
in etemity.l 

It was this oonstant thought of his sin which caused Jaceb to 

fiD:l the ·solitude alona the Jabbok. 

lot onl7 was this sin causing hill ueasiness and unhappiness 

but his tear ot the coaseq:aeaeee of this sin drove h11ll to prayer. It 

was not a deep piet7 which drove Jacob· to his knees btlt rather jUst 

plain tear. His prayer at this tilae veJ:7 definitely bears out this 

contention of Dr. Hacartner. 

Even thcnap it is stated in the begi.nnillg of the sermon that 

it is not kaown what chaqe caBI8 over Jacob, :ret· Jllellticm is ade of the 

tact that the change did come through adversity aad trial. the result 

ot that struagle with the angel was that Jacob recei1'84 a new knowledge 

• • • • • • 
1. Ibid. P• 34 
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of God and found a newt rust in God. All this was accanplished because 

Jacob prayed. Speaking of this change, Dr. Macartney says, "The change 

came for Jacob when, weak am.d halt and lame, he made that prayer: •I 

will not let thee go, except thou bless me.tnl 

The life of Jacob was changed fran the life of a schemer to 

a life of a "prince with God" through the series of incidents recounted 

above. 

(3) Evaluation of Revelator,y Truth 

The first truth which is forcibly brought to the attention 

of the hearers is the lingering influence of Jacob's sin. Dr. Macart-

ney brings out this truth by showing that even though twenty years had 

passed since the sin against Esau was committed, still the deed linger-

ed in the conscience of Jacob. Time had not erased the sear. 

The second truth which derived from this story is the truth 

that fear often 'drives a man to prayer. The p tidings that the mes­

sengers of Jacob brought to him report.ing that Esau was approaching with 

400 men sent the supplanter to his knees. His reaction to this news is 

shown by the following statement: "When Jacob heard that, he was all the 

more afraid and he called upon God in prayer."2 

This conclusion that fear motivated his prayer can very legit-

imatel.y by drawn because in the prayer Jacob brings out his great fear 

when he says, "For I fear him, lest he will cane and smite me and the 

mother with the children. n3 

1. Ibid. p. 40 
2. Ibid. P• 34 
3 • ..!..bid. P• 35 

• • •••• 
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Fear undoubtedly is not the best motive for prayer, but in the case of 

Jacob it produced the desired results. 

Dwelling upon the effect which the struggle with the angel had 

upon Jacob, Dr. Macartney shows that adversity and trial oftentimes pro­

duce spiritual changes in a man. Trial and adversity in the form of the 

all night struggle produced this result in Jacob's life. Speaking of 

this change, Dr. Macartney says: 

That was a painful, desperate, terrifying, all-night struggle that 
Jacob had with his adversary, but before it was over, he discovered 
that the midnight wrestler had power to bless him.l 

To further amplify this truth, numerous illustrations are 

given to show that this truth is born out not only in the Bible but also 

in the lives of men outside the Bible. These illustrations will be dis-

cussed in the section below. 

In summary, Jacob's struggle was used to portray three truths' 

How sin will cause a man to fear. How that fear will drive a man to 

prayer. Finally, how adversity and trial can produce spiritual change 

in a life. 

(4) Use of Illustrations 

Dr. Macartney is very fond of using Biblical material for 

illustrative purposes. Although he often reaches out into the secular 

world for an illustration, still by far the majority of his illustr.~ 

tkml come frc:m within the Bible. This is well shown in this sermon where 

three out of four illustrations used come from the Bible. 

Normally the illustrations which are used by Dr. YJAcartney 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid. p. 38 
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are quite lengthy. He goes into detail to show how they apply to tne 

point under discussion. Occasionally he does give just a passing ref-

erence to some 'parallel incident. T}\is is the case with one of the il-

lustrations used in this sermon. 'When speaking of the struggle between 

Jacob and God, a dispute which is indicative of the constant battle be-

tween good and evil in the world, Dr. Macartney makes a one sentence 

reference to the struggle between Michael and the devil for the body 

of Moses. No amplification is made of this event. It is just m.ention-

ed as turtber indication of the straggle between good and evil forces. 

The obher three illustrations, which are fairly lengthy, amp .. 

lify one subject. They are used to show that "ott en God • s providences 

1 
will appear to us something other than they are." Th.e appearanoe of 

Jesus to his disciples on a sto~ night frightened them into thinking 

he was a ghost. Yet they soon discovered that the ghost was the Master, 

and Fe allayed their fears with the words, "Be of good cheer; it is I; be 

not afraid. " 2 

Another illustration s'howing that What appears to be an expe-

rience of defeat actually is a stepping stone to an abundant life is 

tbe story of Joseph. Dr. Macartney points out that wr.en Joseph was 

sold to be a slave itl Potiphe.r' s household he might well have thought 

all things were against him. .As it turned out, this was merely God's 

way of making "his name blessed to Israel and to the generations to come." 3 

The tbird illustration of seaming defeat turning aut to be 

something useful is the story of William M. Taylor, a preacher of th.e 

• • • • •• 

l. Ibid. p. 38 
2. Ibid. p. 39 
3. Ibid. P• 39 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-74-

last centur.y. The last picture he saw as he left on a trip was the 

sight of his little daughter waving goodbye to him fro. her place in 

the window. He never saw her alive again. Stidden death took her the 

following morning. Speaking of this seeming defeat in the life and 

joy of Taylor, Dr. Macartney says: 

At first it seemed to him a blow that staggered his faith ani 
crushed his hopes and put out the lamp of his joy. But as the 
years went by ~tte vision of that child waving him farewell came 
back to him, it seemed to him as if God had sent her in the window 
of heaven to beckon him upward to his eternal home. "I would not 
give that memory for all the gold on earth," he said. "I would 
not part with the inspiration Which it stirs within me for all 
that the world could bestow. •1 

Whereas all the other illustrations are Biblical in their 

source, this one is the only one taken free. a secular source. 

One thing that is common in Dr. Macartney• s use of illustra-

tiona is his use of a series as he has done here. Very often he will 

give three or four illustrations in a string to amplify some point in 

the sermon. 

(5) Application of Sermon Points 

This is another sermon where Dr. Macartney makes very few di;w 

l!ld: personal applications. The story is so simply and lucidly told 

that there would be very little difficulty on the part of anyone to 

apply the lessons and illustrations to himself. It is only as the ser-

mon is nearing the conclusion that the first direct personal applica~-

tim is made. 

While speaking of the repentance, the tuming about which 

Jacob experienced at Penial, an application is made as follows: 

•••••• 

1. Ibid. P• .39 
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This night when he wrestled vi th the angel marked the turning 
point, a change, in the life or Jacob. There were other events, 
no doubt, that prepared for it, but this was the decisive night. 
There is such a tl:lrning point in the history of the sou. On some 
journey you have felt as you went along that you had turned into 
the wreng road. Yet you were not quite sure, and you continued 
driving or walldng along the road. At length you came to a dead 
em, or some other intimation that you were certainly orr the 
road, and you turaed about and went back. That was the turning 
point although the incidents that had gone before had prepared 
you for it, there was a definite moment when you turned about. So 
it is with repentance, with conversion, and with the new birth.l 

The above quotation which is an application or conversion is 

at the same time an explanation of this act as applied to the listener. 

The only other direct application in this sermon is its con-

elusion. Here again it is in the form or an explanation rather than a 

positive incentive to action. Speaking or Jacob's determination not 

to permit the angel to escape until he had blessed him, Dr. Macartney 

makes the following observation and application' 

Even in his dealings with Esau, shady and disreputable though they 
were, he had been eager for a spiritual blessing ••• How hard do you 
struggle with your angel? The same angel comes to struggle with 
you and has the same power to bless you; but your pride, your self­
sufficiency, your self-righteousness, must first be overcome. Do 
you resist the Hol.7 Spirit? Do you strive against the angel? Or 
will you strive now to hold him? And will you say to God who speaks 
to you by his Hol.7 Spirit in the midnight struggles 1 in the sorrows 
or life I in the midday light and happiness and joy I "I will not let 
thee go, except thou bless me?•2 

Dr. Macartney has lett it to the listener to apply the truths 

as they appear in the semon. Even in these two cases, it will be noted 

that there is not a strong appeal toward application but the need tor 

appropriating these truths is evident. 

• • • • • • 

1. Ibid. P• 40 
2. Ibid. P• 41 
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D. Summary 

In this chapter tbe elements which make the sermons of 

Dr. Macartney effective were discussed. Three sermons were ana­

lyzed to show how he used the lives of men of the Bible to portray 

Scriptural truths. These wermons were analyzed from the standpoint 

of five effective elements in his messages. A live recreation of 

the historical setting was achieved through th~ use of vivid imag­

ination. The reasons behind the acts and deeds of the men were 

brought to light through a ps.ychologieal analysis of the Bible 

characters. Effective use was made of illustrations., both secular 

and Biblical. Finally, it was shovm that certain truths were brougrt 

forth and how these truths were applied. 

By such an analysis of the sermons of Dr. Macartney., an 

insight was gained as to the means whereby he made his sermons effec­

tive. 
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CHAPTER III 

CCMPAJUSON OF THE BIOGRAPHICAL METHODS 

OF ALEXANDER WHYTE AND CI.ARENCE MACAR'l'NEY 

A. Illtroductioa 

Ill the first two chapters a.a analysis has been made or three 

representative sermons preached by each or these two men. These mes­

sages have been analyzed with the purpose or finding those elements in 

the sermons which contribute to making the senaon effective in present­

ing the truths derived from the study or' various Biblical characters. 

In this chapter, the study will be directed to a comparison 

or the techniques of these two men as found in their sermons. The 

purpose is to point out the likenesses and differences both in subject 

matter and style in the presentation of the truths of the Bible through 

biographical preaching. Even though their goal is the same, their 

method of achieving it differs in some respects. 

B. Comparison of Subject Matter 

· The obvious reason tor the eaaparison of the preaching 

methods or these two ministers is their common vehicle or presenting 

Scriptural truth through means of the biographical sermon. This method 

has been designated as psychological preaching. That is, actual exper­

iences or Bible characters are used to show the practical outworking 

of the truths or the Scriptures. Through the religious experience of 

men or the Bible, truth is brought home in a practical concrete and 

-77-
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personal way. 

1. Choice of Subject Matter 

Both Dr. Whyte and Dr. Macartney stress the fact that they 

have chosen biographical preaching because they feel it is the best me.-, 

dtu of getting the truths of the Bible across to the hearer. Dr. Whyte's 

intention and aim was to find the foundations in the lives of men and 

women of the Bible for their moral conduct. 

Because of this stress, the subject of sin is very prominent 

in his preaching. As was shown previouslyl his desire was to be known 

as a specialist in the study of sin. Still it could not be said that 

he was a negative preacher for there is the element of grace which is 

constantly present as evidenced in his preaching.2 Speaking of this 

dual stress upon sin and grace, one of his elders wrote of him, 

No preacher has so often or so completely dashed me to the 
ground as has Dr. Whyte; but no man has ever more immediately 
or ·more tenderly picked me up and set me on nw feet again.3 

Dr. Macartney had the same evangelical motive which was found 

in Dr. Whyte's preaching. His desire was to see men won to the Lord. 

He had a strong aversion to what he called the 116ocial gospel. 11 Speak-

ing of his motive for preaching and the subject of all his preaching, 

he says: 

The preaching of the gospel is necessary, not only because men 
must have it to be saved, but because it is the only gospel by 
which men can be saved. It is one thing to preach the gospel as 
.! way or a very good, or even the best way, and another thing 
to preach it as the ~ way. The gospel is both universal and 
exclusive--universal in that it is offered to all men, exclusive 

• • • • • • 
1. cr. ante p. 20 
2. Ante p. 11 
3. lihyte, Lord, Teach us to Pray, p. xiii 
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in that it declares that it is the only way of salvation.! 

Dr. Macartney felt that through preaching biography, the 

Bible character was summoned to preach the great truths of the Bible. 

Speaking of the value of permitting these lives to speak for him, he 

said: 

It is not possible to preach on the great men of the Bible 
w:i thout speaking practical and timely truths to the people 1 
and in a way that everyone will understand. The great advan­
tage of such preaching is that you summon these men themselves 
into the pulpit and permit them to preach for you.2 

Both of these men saw that in the choice of subject matter, 

the biographical sermon was able to present the great truths of the 

Bible, especially the truths of salvation and Christian living in a 

practical and interesting manner. They used life-situations of men and 

women of the Bible to teach these truths. 

2. Source of Illustrations 

There is a great difference in the sources from which Dr. 

Whyte and Dr. Macartney draw their illustrations. Dr. Whyte's love 

for reading led him into an acquaintance with many works which had a 

marked bearing upon his illustrations. Quotations from secular sources 

as well as Bible expositors are :fr;tquently found in his sermons. Quo­

tations from John Donne,3 Huysman,4 Jonathon Edwards,5 Lancelot Andrewes,6 

and Thomas a' Kempis7 frequently appear. Among other expositors whose 

• • • • • • 
1. Macartney 1 Preaching Without Notes 1 p. 14 
2. Macartney, Greatest Men of the Bible, p. 6 
3. Ante, p. 2S 
4. Ante, P• 35 
5. Ante, P• 35 
6.Ante, P• 35 
7. Alexander 11fuyte: Bible Characters, Gideon to Absalom, p. 92 
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works are quoted are John Henry Newman,l Goodwin,2 Bishop Butler,3 

Matthew Henry ,4 and John Howe.5 In the messages of Dr. 1'4'acartney 1 the 

names of commentators rarely appear. Rather his illustrative material 

comes largely from the Bible which he considers as the best source: 

:from which to draw this material. In the sermons analyzed, this is 

clearly brought out. In one sermon alone6 eleven different Bible 

Characters are brought into the sermon for illustrative purposes. 

Speaking of the use of the Bible as the pr5~r,y source of illustrations 

Dr. Macartney says : 

The greatest of all illustrations are the parables and the 
stories of the Bible, particularly those of the Old Testament. 
The parables of the Old Testament 1 not nearly so well known 
as those of the New Testament, afford the preacher not only 
a fertile field for illustrations of truth, but also a great 
lesson in the use or illustrations.? 

Another difference in the use of illustrations is brought 

out wh~n the length o:f the majority of illustrations is considered. 

On the whole, the illustrations of Dr. Whyte are a great deal shorter 

than those of Dr. Macartney. 

,3. Emphasis Upon Particulars 

"Generalities do not pierce deep,"$ is a favorite quotation 

or Dr. \>fuyte. Throughout his messages this thought is borne out. The 

lessons are drawn not in broad terms but rather in specific acts to be 

• • • • • • 

1. Alexander lfuyte: Bible Characters, Gideon to Absalom, p. 92 
2. Ibid. P• 157 
3. Ibid. P. 114 
4. Whyte, Gideon to Absalom, p. 96 
5. Alexander \fuyte, Bible Characters, Our Lord's Characters, p. 10.3 
6. Ante. p. 54 
7. Macartney, Preaching Without Notes, p • .35 
s. Barbour, op. cit. p. 305 
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done. When, for example, he speaks of pride or lack of consideration 

of others, he has specific instances to show and illustrate these subjects. 

Dr. Andrew Blackwood brings out the point that every one of 

the outstanding preachers who stresses biographical preaching relies on 

facts. He states that they rely on "facts from life, facts about 

pers<114 facts from biography. nl 

In the preaching of Dr. \'Vhyte this emphasis upon particulars 

rather than vague generalities is very strongly brought out in the 

sermon entitled, 11The Penitent Thief.u wtdle speaking of the possibility 

of the thief's close association with Jesus, m.unerous concrete suggestions 

are brought out to give definiteness to the sermon.2 

Dr. }Jacartney has the same emphasis upon particulars. He does 

not paint his subjects, such as sin, in gray abstractions. He uses 

concrete evidence to show the sinfulness of sin. Particular sins 

are pointed out in the lives of men of the Bible to show its operation. 

Speaking of his method of stressing the particular he says: 

Our plan is to show the sadness of sin not by abstract argu­
ment or reasoning, but b,y illustration in the lives of men.3 

l!Dp.'lasis upon the particular both in the messages of Dr. 

1~e and Dr. Macartney is one or the factors ~1ich gives vitality and 

interest to their sermons. 

C. Comparison of Style 

A generation of time separates the preaching of these two 

• • • • • • 
1. Andrew Blackwood: Biographical Preaching for Today, p. 121 
2. Ante p. 23 
3. Clarence Macartney: Greatest Words of the Bible, p. 13 
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men. Consequently there would naturally be a different stress in 

the style of' preaching. This is quite evident in the reading of' the 

sermons. The sermons of Dr. Whyte have a heaviness to them which is 

not found in those of' Dr. Macartney. However, the basic factors which 

mke sermons live are found in the sermons of' both men. 

1. A Lively Imagination. 

Dr. Blackwood has said: 

In any list of' ministerial powers he (the minister) ought to 
put imagination first. As Sir James Barrie would say, 11 If a 
preacher has imagination, he may not need much else, and if 
he does not have it, nothing else can take its pla.ce.nl 

Without a doubt, it is the power and use of' a lively i:ms.gina.-

tion which has caused these two men to be outstanding preachers. A 

lively imagination is the chief difference between a master preacher 

and a mechanical sermon mker. It is the ability to see the truths 

of a Bible narrative and then to share these truths with others. 

The imagination of Dr. Whyte is not only operative in the 

description of individual ~cts, or scenes 1 but it is also used to 

pierce into the inward parts of' man to reveal what is hidden there. 

Dr. Macartney is no less a master at the use of' imagination 

than Dr. Whyte. His ability not only to see the truths of a story 

but also to paint it in word pictures is the pri.mary factor in making 

his sermons vivid and interesting. In the three sermons analyzed 

this imagination has shmm through on almost every page. .il,s indicative 

of the creative imagination of' Dr. Macartney, the description of the 

• • • • • • 

1. Blackwood, Biographical Preaching for Today, p. 149 
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the conversation between the two thieves on the cross is an excellent 

example.1 

liithout the dramatic quality given to sermons by these two 

men through the use of lively imagination, their sermons \-Tould be dry, 

uninteresting lectures. 

2. Method of Application of Sermon 

In biographical preaching there is not the necessity for a 

strong application. Normally the applications desired are so clear 

that it is not necessary to stress the action required. Neither Dr. 

Whyte nor Dr. Macartney makes strong emphasis upon application. 

However, their applications, when they are made, are practical. They 

are for the most part implied. 

Dr. l-facarlney varies somewhat in his manner of applying 

Scriptural truths. At times he will make the application as he narrates 

the story.2 other times the application is made after he has finished 

the Biblical narration.3 Dr. Whyte on the other hand, uses onLy the 

former method. 

The applications in the messages of Dr• Macartney are usually 

motivations toward principles, such as having a good conscience,4 

whereas the applications of Dr. Whyte are toward concrete practical 

things to be done.5 

• • • • • • 

1. Ante p. 64 
2. Macartney, Trials of Great Men, p. 55 
3. Macartney, Chariots of Fire, p. 43 
4. Macartney, Wisest Fool, p. 104 
5. Ante p. 19 
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3. Psychological Analysis of Biblical Characters 

Both Dr. Whyte and ~. Macartney have a deep insight into 

the psychology of men. They are able to delve into t~e characters 

of individuals and point out What motives are behind their acts. 

The points previously mentioned in this cl-oapter contribute 

to the psychological analysis of the Biblical characters. The use 

of illustrations~ emphasis upon particulars1 and imagination all aid 

in an analysis of the Bible men under discussion. 

The manner of dealing with the Bible characters in attempting 

to find the motive for action is very much the same. In the sermon 

on Aehan, both ministers stress the same steps in the fall of Achan 1 1 

which began with the sigl'-t of the object and ended with the taking of 

it. Both men constantly go back behind the act to the motive to find 

the cause for the action. 2 As would be expected, Dr. Whyte and Dr. 

Macartney make full use of imagination as they seek tre background 

and motives which lead to acts. For example even though they arrive 

at different conclusions as to the motivating factors of a deed, yet 

their methOd of building a background for their ease is the same. A 

lively imagination is used in both instances. 3 

Another likeness in tneir techniques is the manner in Which 

they back up the pattern of action in one man by many examples. In 

the sermon on Aohan, lives which show a parallel progression in sin 

similar to that of Achan are brought before the hearer. 4 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Ante p. 14 and p. 50 
2. Cf. Ante P• 22 and P• 60 
3. Ct. P~te P• 32 and P• 69 
4. Cf. Ante P• 15 and P• 50 
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As has been seen., basically their method of seeking the inner 

worlcings of man is the same. A difference was detected in that Dr. 

Whyte puts a greater stress upon the part circumstances play in a 

life to motivate it to action than does Dr. Macartney. 

This chapter has considered the various likenesses and dif­

ferences in the biographical methods of Dr. Whyte and Dr. 14acartney. 

First., a comparison was made of the subject matter with 

which the.y dealt. Although both men put their emphasis on biographi­

cal preaching, their manner of illustrating sermons was quite di:f.'ferent. 

Dr. l>lhyte was :f.'ond of using quotations from many and varied sources. 

Dr. Macartney drew most of his illustrations directly from the Bible 

itself'. The stress on particulars and facts both in the analysis 

of the· Bible characters and in illustrations was common to both. 

The last part of the chapter dealt with a comparison in 

style. The factor which made their sermons live was the use of a 

lively imagination. Through the use of imaginative insight into the 

motives of actions in the lives of men of the Bible., life was brought 

into the sermon. Neither preacher had strong applications. It 

was shown that in biographical preaching there usually is not the need 

for a strong application. Rather in this type of preaching the ser­

mons are clear enough for the listener to imply what action should 

be taken. 

Though there were differences in use of subject matter and 

style, yet the one element above all else which makes the sermons of 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
~ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-86-

these two men live is their ability to use imagination. 
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CHAPTER N 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

A. Surmna.ry 

The purpose or this thesis~ as stated in the introduction, 

has been to make a comparative study of the biographical preaching of 

Dr. Alexander Whyte and Dr. Clarency l•!acartney. This study was under­

taken in order to find those elements which made the preaching or 

these two ministers effective. 

The first part of Chapter I gave information as to the 

background and training of Dr. rlhyte. The second part of this chapter 

was given over to an analysis or three typical sermons. The second 

chapter told of the training and background of Dr. l~cartney, together 

with an evaluation of preaching as evidenced in his book, Preaching 

Without Notes. The last part of this chapter was an analysis of 

three typical sermons of Dr. Macartney. The third chapter was a 

study in the likenesses and differences in the sermons of these two 

men. 

It was seen in the first chapter that many influences worked 

upon the life of Alexander 'Whyte to bring him to a mature spiritual 

preacher. Even though he was an illegitimate child, still his mother 

was able to surround him with a strong religious atmosphere. His 

Sabbath-school teacher, James Kennedy, and his first minister, 

Daniel Cormick, also had much to do with the early religious training 

of Alexander. Following the completion of his university training, 
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he entered the seminary at New College at Edinburgh. Dr. Whyte was 

thirty years old when in 1866 he finished his schooling for the ministry 

and became a colleague to Dr. John Roxburgh in Free St. John's in 

Glasgow. 

The last part of the first chapter was devoted to an analysis 

of three typical biographical sermons of Dr. Whyte. The sermons 

analyzed were chosen to follow the course of a normal Christian life. 

That is, the first ser.mon was one on the sinful condition of man; 

the second a sermon on redemption; the third a sermon on the Christian 

life of prayer. These messages were studied in relation to the five 

following questions: 

1. How was the historical setting recreated? 

2. How does the minister account for the actions of Bible 

characters involved? 

3. \ihat truths are revealed through the study of this character? 

4. How are illustrations used? 

5. What applications are made of the points of the sermon? 

The answers to these questions pointed out the elements which 

made the sermons of Dr. 'Vfuyte effective. It was shown that in the case 

of each of these questions the factor above all else which made his 

sermons effective and which is woven into every phase of his preaching, 

is a lively imagination. 

In the second chapter, the first section dealt with the back­

ground and training of Clarence Macartney. In contrast to the life 

of Dr. Whyte, Clarence N'acartney had· the privilege of a good family 

background. He was the son of a manse. Early in his university 
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career he showed ability at public speaking and was very aeti7e in 

debating at the University of Wisconsin. Following graduation from 

Princeton Theological Serninar,r in 1902 he was ordained and installed 

as minister of the First Presb,yterian Church in Paterson, New Jersey. 

He was minister of the First Presb,yterian Church of Pittsburgh for 

25 years before retiring in 1953. 

Following the section on the life of Clarence Macartney, an 

evaluation of preaching was given as found in his book on homiletics 

entitled, Preaching With~ Notes. Three main points were discussed-­

the preacher and his message; the preacher and his illustrations; the 

preacher and biographical sermons. It vvas shown that 'nr. Macartney 

felt the sermon should have one primary aim in view. That aim was 

to n convert the sinner to the will of God. 11 It was further learned 

that the Bible was the main source of illustrative material for Dr. 

Macartney. Finally it was shown in this section that biographical 

preaching was one of the best avenues to bring out the truths of the 

Bible. 

The final portion of this chapter dealt with an analysis and 

discussion of three typical semons which followed the same themes 

and took the same characters as the sermons of Dr. Whyte in the previous 

chapter. The same five questions listed above were asked when ana­

lyzing the messages of Dr. Macartney to ascertain his method of treating 

the Biblical characters. 

The third chapter was a comparison of the likenesses and 

differences in the biographical sermons of Dr. tihyte and Dr. l.facartney. 

The first part of the chapter gave a comparison of the use of subject 
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matter. Both men put great emphasis upon preaching an evangelical 

Gospel. They agreed on biographical preaching as the best means 

for getting the truths of the Bible across to the hearers. In discus­

sing the source of illustrations, it was pointed out that Dr. Whyte 

made much use of quotations for supporting material whereas Dr. Macart­

ney drew his illustrations largely from the Bible. One of the factors 

which was evident in the sermons of' both men and which gave life and 

interest to their messages was the emphasis upon facts and particulars. 

The second half of this chapter dealt with the comparison of' 

style. It was shown that a lively imagination was the prime factor 

which gave life to the sermons of these men. A difference was noted 

in the method employed of applying points in a semon. Although 

neither of them made a strong emphasis upon application, yet where 

applications were I&de those of Dr. l.Jhyte were more practical and 

concrete. A deep insight into the motives behind the actions of men 

on the part of both Dr. Whyte and Dr. Macartney was very evident as 

they sought the reasons for actions. 

In summary, without the creative imagination which was possessed 

b,y both of these men their sermons on Bible characters would not be the 

interesting, living studies that they are. 

B. Conclusion 

As has been noted throughout this thesis, even though there 

were differences in style and source material, yet basically the 

preaching of these two men was the same in that they took living situa­

tions and brought from these Bible truths. This is the uniqueness of 
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biographical preaching. It is God speaking in a living situation. 

The element which gives the biographical sermon its power is not that 

it is dogmatic, for it is not, but rather that people are given insights 

into the religious experiences of others. It is preached with the 

person in the pew directly in mind. 

Through this study, the factor above all else which has been 

impressed upon the writer is the use of imagination. Imagination 

is a faculty which is v:i.tal in every type of preaching but particularly 

in biographical preaching. It is the element which gives life ru1d 

vividness to the message. 

This study has also given a new insight into the vast avail­

able source of illustrative material found in the Bible and how this 

material can be used effectively. It has provided a better under­

standing in the use of techniques for the presentation of truths of 

the Scriptures. Many of these techniques already have found their 

way into the sermons of the l>II'iter. 

The life of Dr. Whyte has provided an understanding into the 

great importance which should be attached to early influences in life-­

the influence, for example, of a minister upon the life of a yo~~g man. 

This thesis has aroused a curiosity to further pursue the 

study of biographical sermons as preached by other ministers. 

Finally, the study has been an inspira.tion as the lives of 

these t1Ro m:m have been studied and their infiuence noted. Their 

devotion to the Lord and their untiring efforts to win men to Him has 

had a profound influence upon the writer. 
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