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EVANGELIZATION OF THE TEEN-AGE BRAZILIAN GIRL 

IN THE PROGRA.t\1 OF MISSION SCHOOLS 

INTRODUCTION 

A· Statement of the Problem 

For many years the Protestant missions have worked in 

Brazil. Just as the country has grown and developed in the last 

century, so have Protestant missions grown during those years. One 

of the important methods used in mission work is the establishment 

of schools. During the past years the growth of the schools has 

brought many new problems. One of the vital problems now facing 

Protestant mission schools is the maintenance of a definite 

evangelical emphasis. There are various factors which enter into 

the problem: the historical background of the country, and the 

religious background of both the teachers and students within the 

schools. 

The problem with which this thesis will specifically deal 

is the way in which evangelism in the mission education program of 

the secondary school can be made more vital to the Brazilian teen

age girl. The evangelical schools should influence many more of 

their students to becane Christians than they do now. 

(l) 
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This thesis will not be a complete solution to the problem. 

It will attempt to study and analyze the problem, and to give sug

gestions that may help. 'l'his thesis will deal only with the girls 1 

schools. 

B. Significance of the Problem 

The over-all problem which faces the evangelical schools 

in Brazil is the way in which they can best maintain a vital 

evangelical emphasis. The specific problem which is of' interest to 

the writer is how these schools can touch and definitely influence 

more of their students. It is surprising; how many students spend 

years in the evangelical schools and yet come up to graduation still 

untouched by the Christian gospel. 

r .. iany of' these ·students who go through the evangelical 

schools are receiving respons;ible. and important positions. 'l'he 

church and the country need vi tal, capable, and enthusiastic Chris

tians to fill these positions. 'l'he backbone of any country is 

dependent upon Christian homes and Christian leaders. This is a 

very definite need in Brazil. 

In the last twenty years Brazil has become especially 

interested in the education of her young people. The government 

and Catholic schools are now pr~viding more efficient and better 

organized schools. The evangelical schools do not want their 

schools to become just like good government schools. The mission 
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schools were founded and developed ~lith a different aim. They were 

founded to give a thorough and sufficient education following the 

educational ideals of the country, plus a foundation for students to 

become active and living Christians, so that upon graduation they 

would carry out their Christian training. These persons would be 

the future Christian citizens, home-:rnakers, teachers, church leaders, 

and leaders of the country. 

The evangelical schools are exerting a vital influence 

upon the life of Brazil, and in this period of development there 

must be more Christians graduation from the evangelical schools. 

C. The iViethod of Procedure 

The first step to be considered in this approach will be 

a study of the historical background of the Brazili,an girl. This 

vlill include an over-all picture of various factors which have 

influenced her. One must consider the early influence of the 

conquest and Colonial factors along with the later developments of 

Brazil itself including the home life, the Brazilian educational 

system, the Catholic religious heritage, and the Latin temperament. 

With this in mind, the second chapter \7ill t a'tce up the 

approach of the mission schools. First the aims of the schools will 

be stated with the positive approach they have taken. This will be 

shovm by giving exar:1ples of how these aims are carried out in 

specific schools. 
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In the last chapter an evaluation of the mission schools 1 

approach will be made in view of the basic needs of the Brazilian, 

and finally some suggestions will be offered for more effective 

evangelism. 

The sources of data for this study will consist of books 

on Latin American History, Brazilian History and Culture; books 

pamphlets and documents which deal specifically with the evangelical 

work in Brazil; interviews; and personal experience in Brazil. 



CHAPTER I 

THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE BRii.ZILIAN GIRL AS AN 

D.IPORTANT F'i-0 TOR IIJ 'fHE APPROACH 'l'AKEN BY THE 

EVANGELICAL EISSION SCHOOLS 

A. Introduction 

To know a country with any degree of true insight and 

understanding, one must seek to know the historical background of 

that country. Then to truly appreciate an individual of that 

country, one must understand thoroughly the background and know the 

people who first settled that country. 

'l'he first impression that most people have of Latin 

America ,is that it was discovered and colonized by the Spanish and 

that the country is entirely Roman Catholic. Upon further study it 

is discovered that there is specifically a Spanish America and a 

Portuguese America. Even though there are similarities, there are 

striking contrasts. If one is to understand the Brazilian, one 

cannot start with Brazi 1, but rather with the study of the 

historical background of the people before they arrived in Brazil. 

Ly:tm Smith, in his book on Brazil, has clearly set forth the 

problem of Brazil. 11 Brazil presents one of the most e:x-traordinary 

(4) 
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cultural diversities to be found anywhere in the world. 111 He also 

says that, 11it is one of the richest panoramas of natural contrasts, 

human types, and cultural forms to be found in the world. 11 2 

There are many factors in the historical background that 

have without doubt made a profound impression and influence upon the 

Brazilian girl. 'Ihe evangelical missions, therefore, have a great 

deal to consider in making their approach. To do this there must be 

a ·thorough understanding of the historical background of Brazil 

herself. Following this there must be a study of the home life of 

the people. E:Very nation is definitely influenced by its home life. 

The educational system of the country also has its influence. In 

considering the influences which a country exerts upon its citizens, 

attention must be given to the Roman Catholic heritage and that is 

specifically characteristic of Latin America as a whole. Finally 

there must be a study of the Latin and temperamental heritage of the 

Brazilian. 11 Thus one who would understand present-day Brazil must 

reckon with the multiple cultural influences from Portugal, an 

extremely heterogeneous social heritage from Africa, and the 

exceedingly importa,nt contribution from the various groups of 

Indians. n5 

1. ~'. Lynn Smith: Brazil, p. 15. 
2. Ibid, P• 15. 
5· ibid, P• 19. 
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B. The Historical Factors V/hich Have Influenced 

The Brazilian Girl. 

1. The In~luence·of her Historical Background. 

The historical background of Brazil has left its imprint 

upon the Brazilian girl and greatly influe:!lced her thoughts and 

.... 
aCvlOnS • 

a. Historical Factors brought from Portugal. Brazil was 

discovered and colonized by the Portuguese and so the historical 

Portuguese background \7ill be considered f'irst. There are many 

historical factors which have influenced the Portuguese. Spain and 

Portugal are not characteristically European, even though the 

Iberian peninsula is a })art of Europe. The Iberian peninsula is 

not typically northern European, nor Southern European, but it is a 

transition zone between two continents. Spain and Portugal are not 

orthodox in many distinctive Christian qualities, E,uropean experiences, 

and conditions of life. In many respects Spain and Portugal are a 

mixture o~ Europe and Africa, of Christianity and ~,ioha:mmedanism. For 

eight centuries the Iberian peninsula was dominated by A~ricans. 

Spain and Portugal still bear the marks of the early civilization o~ 

1 
Arabs and l.:oors. 

During this time there were numerous periods of conflict 

and war, corrt rasted ·.with periods o~ understanding and cooperation 

l. Gilberta Freyre: Brazil, an Interpretation, pp. 1-2. 
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between the various peoples. At times the Castilian centraliza-

tion and the Inquisition attempted to class every one under one 

culture, and one religion, but 11 Spain and Portugal became too 

powerful, too penetrating, too plastic, too fluid, and too complex 

to allow Spanish or Portugp.ese social and cultural life to be con-

trolled by a single, definitive and clear-cut group considering itself 

biologically pure or culturally perfect according to either European 

or African standards. There were dramatic conflicts betr1een those 

who had Christianity and Latin as their ideal of perfection and those 

who were fanatical followers of hloham.m.ed or ;\lOSes. But the ;3;eneral 

result of the long contact of the Spanish and Portuguese peoples with 

the iirabs, the i/ioors, and the Jews was one of integration, or balance, 

of contending elements rather than of segregation, or sharp differ

entiation of any oft hem or violent conflict between them. 111 

Because of the geographical location of the Iberian penin-

sula, there is an even greater mix~c,ure and a!nalgamation of peoples 

in Portugal than is referred to in the preceding paragraph. A 

partial list would include: the Ligurians, the Celts, the Gauls, the 

Phoenicians, the Carthaginians, the Romans, the Suevos and the Goths, 

the Jews, the U~oors, the Germans, the French, the English, the Hegro 

and the East Indian. Gilberta Freyre has expressed in his boo¥:, 

1'Brazil 11 , the influence that these people had upon the Portuguese! 

11 With such a heterogeneous etlmic and cultural 
past, the diversity shown by the Portuguese both as 
anthropological and as cultural types is not surprising. 
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Some students of the Portug;uese ethos regard the Phoeni
cians, the Oarthaginians, and the Jews as the source of 
the spirit of maritime enterprise that flourished in 
Portugal from the fourteenth to the seventeenth cen
turies. '.I'hey also point out that the Homans gave the 
Portuguese the bony structure of their language and of 
sor:1e of their social institutions; and that the 1\:ioors left 
many a trait of influence, not only in social institutions 
and in the language, music and dances of Portugal, but 
also in its material culture--architecture, industrial 
technique, cuisine, and popular dress. The presence and 
influence in Portugal of French and English Crusaders with 
their spirit of adventure and their disdain for agricul
tural labour; the presence and influence there of the 
Jews, with their commercial spirit and (since they were 
Sephardic Jews) their disdain for all kinds of manual 
labour and their excessive enthusiasm for the intellec..:. 
tual and bureaucratic professions; the Portuguese 
victories over the I·,ioors; the conquests of the Portuguese 
in Asia and in Africa and the opportunity to employ 
Negroes, East Indians, and f..ioors to work in the fields and 
in the manual arts--all these factors seem to have 
developed in a large part of the Portuguese population the 
spirit of adventure and the aristocratic prejudices that 
appeared among sorae of the first men to come from Portugal 
to America. In Portuguese A:merica t:hese prejudices took 
the form of' love of military action, of show and grandeur, 
and of bureaucratic occupation or parasitism, along with 
slave-mrucing activities, first directed against the 
Indians and later concentrated in the importation of 
Africans to 'Nark on the almost feudal plantations that 
some Portug-u.ese were able to establish in Brazil. Fortu
nately for both Portugal and Brazil such acquired tastes 
did not destroy entirely in the Portuguese of the old, 
rural stock--in the so-called 1 portur;ugses velhos 1 , who 
would be the basic human element of t:he agrarian coloni- 1 
zation of Brazil--their traditional love of agriculture. 11 

A factor which undoubtedly influenced the Portuguese was 

the fact that for !.118.ny years the Moors, a dark-skinned people, had 

governed the Portuguese. Thus the Portuguese attitude toward dark-

skinned people was definitely changed. Uportuguese of the purest 

1. Freyre, op. cit., pp. 11-12. 
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Nordic blood had found in the brown Boorish women, some of the 

1 
princesses, the supreme revelation of feminine beauty.,11 Here it 

was that the dark-skinned people rather than the white were the 

ruling class. The conqueror was dark and the conquered was white. 

Roy ·Nash, an authority on this subject, has expressed it this way: 

11The darker man was the more cultured, more learned, more artistic. 

He lived in castles and occupied the tovms. He \·;as the ri9:1 man and 

the Portugu.ese became serfs upon the land. Under such conditions, 

it would be deemed an honor for the white to marry or mate with the 

governing class, the brown man instead of the reverse. 112 

Another Moorish characteristic which the Portuguese seemed 

to absorb was 11the Moorish taste for concubinage or polygamy, the 

tolerance and consideration of both races for mixed bloods, their 

conception of domestic slaves as almost a sort of poor relation 

kept at home. n3 

l1~r. Freyre also says: 11 The Portuguese in Brazil retained 

many marks of :Moorish influence in their not too strictly European 
" 

nor too strictly Ohristia.Yl, moral, and social behavior. u
4 

There have been many contributions, brilliant and other-

wise, from the historical background of Portugal. 'l'hese have been 

noblemen, kings, merchants, princesses; Doctors of Philosophy, Law, 

1. Freyre, op. cit., P• 19. 
2. Roy Nash: The Conquest of Brazil, P• 37 • 
)• Freyre, op. cit., p. 22. 
4. Ibid., P• 22. 
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and Medicine; priests; Jews, scholars, and scientists. 11 But it 

should be repeated that the most constant creative forqe in it has 

probably been the illiterate peasants, some of them men with North 

African blood: Arabian, lvioorish, and even the negro. It is the 

result of their work that may be presented today to the world as one 

of the most successful colonizing efforts, not so much of Europeans, 

but of semi-Europeans; in tropical America. 111 

b. Historical Factors developed in Colonial Brazil. \'lith 

this background from Portugal let us consider what some of the 

actual factors were in the coloni~ation of Brazil itself and how 

they have influenced Brazilians. The country was discovered in 

1500 A.D. by Pedro Alvares. The first people to come to Brazil were 

the PortugQese sailors and adventurers. They discovered practically 

a tropical paradise, rich in fruits, hardwoods, gold, silver and 

precious stones. These first people did not come to settle the 

country and make it their home, but quite the contrary, they came as 

conquerors and adventurers to carry back to Portugal the riches they 

found. 'J.'hey were interested in becoming wealthy quickly. Preston 

James says: 11 They were attracted less by the prospects of earning 

a living by persistent toil than by the opportunities for speculative 

profit • 112 This is a typical characteristic which one can see in 

Brazil toda;y:. Later on others came to stay. Many of the early 

settlers and colonists had this adventurous spirit. A number of 

these married among the Indians. 

1. Freyre, op. cit., p. 24 
2. Preston James: Brazil, P• 29· 



(11) 

The early Colonial type of life in Brazil was built around 

the 11 Big House 11 and "Fazenda 11 • In other words it was similar to the 

large plantation idea. These were associated with the large sugar 

plantations in the north and those of coffee to the south. During 

the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, tne 11 Big House 11 resembled 

1 
very much the idea of a Portuguese convent. In this same book the 

author has expressed just what this Big House really meant I 

11 The Big House completed by the slave shed repre
sents an errtire economic, social, and political system: 
a system of production (a latifundiary monoculture),; a 
system of labor (slavery); a system of transport (the 
ox-cart, the bang,ue, the hammock, the horse); a system 
of relit;ion (a family Catholicism, with the chaplain 
subordinated to the paterfamilias, with a cult of the 
dead, etc.); a system of sexual and family life (poly
gamous patriarchal ism); a system of bodily and household 
hygiene (the 11tiger 11 , the banana stalk, the river bath, 
the tub bath, the sitting-bath, the foot bath); and a 
system of politics ( comoadris1no). The Big House was 
thus at one and the same time a fortress, a bamc, a 
cemetery, a hospital, a school, and a house of charity 
giving shelter to the aged, the widow, and the orphan. 
'l'he Big House of the Noruega plantation in Pernambuco, 
with its many rooms, drawing-rooms, and corridors, its 
two convent kitchens, its dispensary, its chapel, and 
its annexes, Lnpresses me as being the sincere and 
complete expression of the absorptive patriarchalism of 
colonial times. n2 

11 But the patriarchal Big House was not only a 
fortress, chapel, school, 11orkshop, house of charity, 
harem, convent of young women, and hospital; it ful
filled another important function in Brazilian economy: 
it was also a bank. Within its thick walls, in the 
ground beneath the bricks of tiles, money was buried _ 
and jewels, gold, and other valuable objects were stored. u.? 

An important factor which has had an important effect upon 

all Brazilian actions and thoughts started ear~ly. in this Colonial 

l. 
2 . 
.?· 

Gilberta Freyre: 
Ibid, p. xxvii. 
Ibid, p. xxxi. 

The f:iasters and the Slaves, p. xxvii 
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period. Throup;h this period it was the custom always to have_ a 

Catholic priest aboard all ships that entered a Brazilian port. It. 

was his duty to examine the faith and religion of all the newcomers. 

He .. was·. not concerned with the health~ type~ or character of the 

1 
immigrant, b.1t rather that he be an orthodox Catholic. 

There are two indirect influences that came from this 

feudal or patriarchal power of the 11 Big House 11 ~ Through isolation 

and self-sufficiency there developed a strong spi~it of independence 

and even rebellion against the Crown and republicanism.
2 

The other 

factor is concerned with the religious orders that took an active 

part in the colonization of Brazil which, uinstead of conder..<1Xling the 

plantation regime for its unchristian abuses, admitted it as the 

dominating force in Colonial life and economic structure and adapted 

themselves to it.n3 

In Colonial Brazil, one must re!!lember, that there was also 

another part of Brazil besides the large plantations along the coast. 

There was the Brazilian frontier. This in turn attracted many of 

the adventurous and indi viduali sti c types as they went in search of 

gold a..11.d to explore the interior. 

'l'he introduction of Negroes as slaves in Brazil in 15)8 

has exerted a lasting influence upon the thoughts and actions of 

the Brazilians. 
4 

These slaves performed nearly all types of manual 

l. Gilberta Freyre: Tl-1e t.tasters and the ;;)laves, PP• 40-41. 
2. Freyre, op. cit., P• )8. 
3· Ibid, P• )8. 
4. Eula Kennedy Lon.g: Outlook in Brazil, P• 4. 



labor and so helped to create the present attitude on the part of 

the Brazilian of looking down upon all work done by hand. The 

Negroes have contributed to the Brazilian temperament a certain 

naiveness, calmness and happy-go-lucky spirit which is quite 

characteristic of most Brazilians. Religiously their influence 

has been seen in the incorporation of many superstitions, 

voodooisms, and animism into the Catholicism of Brazil. 

c. Later Influential Factors. The diversity of the 

immigration has without doubt had great influence upon the people 

of Brazil. The policy of the country has always been one of the 

acceptance of different nationalities: Italian, Portuguese, Ger-

man, Spanish, Japanese, Polish, and many others in small numbers. 

The policy and the growth of' the cow1try itself' through-

out its development has definitely influenced its people. The 

country has passed through various stages of development and of 

chan;:se in the goverm!lent. There was the Colonial period, the 

period when th-e country was known as an ~ ... m.pire, the period when 

it declared its inde?endence frou Portugal and becam.e a Kingdom, 

and finally in 1889 Brazil, the Repub lie. A Constitution was 

drawn up for the country, patterned after that of the United States. 

A factor which is important in Brazil and which has made 

it much easier for the Evangelicals to get started, is the fact 

that the Catholic Church even though its influence perm.eated the 

thoughts of the Brazilian; has never had. the hold on Brazil that it 

had on Spanish America.
1 

1. G.ilberto Freyre, op. cit., P• ?9· 
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Brazil for four centuries had looked to Europe for- its 

culture, education and companionship. Beginning with the first 

world war and definitely climazing with Wo1·ld '.Yar II, Brazil began 

to be vi tally interested in the United States in respect to her 

education, culture, and customs. In the last tv10 decades great 

strides have been rrade in the improvement of transportation, health 

facilities, educational advantages, industrialization and social 

legislation.l 

2. The Influence of her Home Life 

The home and the family in Brazil have probably done more 

than any thing else to mold and develop the national characteristics. 

a. 'l'he Patriarchal Family System. 11 The family in Brazil 

is considered more important, and infinitely more respectable, than 

the individual. 112 11In the minds of the Brazilian the family is the 

supreme and most venerable unit. 112 i1lany oft hese family traits can 

probably be traced back to the patriarchal pattern in the Colonial 

period. The 11family 11 included all of those connected with the 

family such as the sons and daughters. When these married, they 

continued living with the mother and father. In the old planta-

tion home, it was usually large enough to accommodate them. 'l'he 

servants and their fa:uilies were provided for. Now even though the 

home may be smaller, they accept them and double up. Any of the 

1. Long, op. cit., P• 7 ff. 
2. Hermane Tavares De Sa: The Brazilians, p • 8. 
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relatives of the family were always welcome. many times there were 

other children by the father rather than just those of the innnediate 

family. These were brought up right along ';vi th his own legitimate 

children, in most cases without much difficulty. 

Today with the development of urban life, the patriarcb.a.l 

family pattern has had to be modified to some. degree. The apartment 

houses and smaller homes have somewhat limited the family. It is, 

however, quite corm:1on now to have several ap~tments in a building 

occupied by ra.embers of the same family. 11 However, the patriarchal 

system 

are no 

still ir.1pregnates the mind of the Brazilian, even when they 

longer able to live it out. 111 There is a great dependence 

of each upon the family and upon each other. lifo decisions are made 

2 
within the family without the consent of both the father and mother. 

Thus even though the Brazilians are very sociable and 

hospitable, they are not at all gregarious. One does not find many 

civic organizations in towns and cities, where different citizens 

are brought together, but rather one finds activities on a smaller 

family basis. This, in many instances, is difficult for the 

younger generation. There are so few community activities where the 

young people can get together. 

. , 
1. Sa, op. cit., P• 10. 
2. Ibid, P• 11. 
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b. Moral Standards of the Brazilian Family. As bas been 

said, the family is a closely knit unit. This is one of the strong 

points of the nation. It could be said that a society is as strong 

as tl1.e family because it is the family that makes up society. How-

ever, the fanilies in Brazil are not all strong families because 

within many, there are iuore.l and ethical standards held which do not 

come ·up to Christian ideals. 'l'hese, without doubt, influence the 

attitude of the children. The prevalence of nepotism is widespread 

throughout the country. It is the custom to secure and give posi-

tions to members of one1 s own family regardless of ability or educa-

tion. It is perfectly natural to pay a certain amount to secure 

this pas i tion. The attitude toward this procedure is that it is 

perfectly all right within the family. In many instances dishonest 

transactions are made, which are not regarded as dishonest unless 

found out. 

'rhe double standard of morals i'or men has had a great 

ini'luence upon the women and children in the home. .This is a carry 

over from the early practices and attitudes brought from Portugal 

and inherent in early Brazilian history. A better and more thorough 

education for both girls 8llld boys is bringing about a change in the 

attitude of men and women. Women are holding a higher position. 

' This is what Herma.ne Tavares De Sa says: Today among the married 

men of the younger generation there seems to be a srnaller percentage 

who take mistresses, even if their income allows it. The reason is 
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that, as the standards of education improve for women, the 

Brazilian husband is finding more and more often a real companion 

in his wife. 

c. Place of Women in the Brazilian Home and Societv. 

i. Early status. 

The women have always had a definite place in the home. 

As to exactly what this means, one must understand the class of 

society to which a woman belongs. First will be considered the 

status of women, which was held in the early history of Brazil 

and which is also held to a large degree in many places today. 

Women led a very secluded life. The daughters in the home of the 

higher class of society led a much easier and pleasanter life than 

their sisters in the lower class of society. They were not to be 

seen in the streets unless escorted by an older person. In the 

evenings they were not to be out at all unless they were with their 

fiances. This entailed very strict and set rules and regulations. 

They could not be out together unless they were chaperoned by a 

suit able person such as a mother or an aunt. The young girl 1 s 

place was definitely in the home, with the idea that as soon as 

she became of proper age to be married, the proper man would be 

selected by her parents. These girls ·married at an early age, 

some times at the age of fifteen or sixteen years or earlier. If 

one had reached the age of twenty and was not married, she was 

1 
considered practically an old maid. The education of girls 

1. T. Lynn Smith: Brazil: People and Institutions, n. 642. 
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consisted maj.nly of embroidery, fancy work, music and French. Her 

early childhood days had definitely been influenced by the care 

given her by her Wegro nursemaid. When she was married, her place 

was in the home as the lady of the house. She was the lady to be 

shovm off. She was beautifully dressed and continued to spend her 

time in fancy work and entertaining, leaving all the manual labor 

to be done by servarxts. She also performed her duty by having 

children but these in turn were brou[:;ht up by a nursemaid. 

No\v to consider the lower class girl--her life was not so 

pleasant or easy as this. i1luch of it was the same and many of the 

attitudes were the same. Definitely there was no other career for 

her except to be married and the 11 primary function of the family 

was the reproduction of the species 11 •
1 

'l'hese girls, having led a 

secluded life with little or no education, v;ere married at the 

age of twelve and thirteen years. 11 There was a time when Brazilian 

brides were so young tl'.at the system verged on being one of 1 child 

marriages 1 112 These girls worked hard in their homes because. they 

had no one to do the work for them. 

l. T. Lynn Smith: Brazil: ~People and Institutions, P• 6)4. 
2. Ibid, P• 642. 
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ii. The changing status of women today. 

Today the position of women has changed greatly. 

11 The cha~e in the position of women in Brazil is 
well described by a leading Brazilian woman. 'Before 
19141 , she said, 1 women and girls did not go on the 
streets unaccompanied, even during the day. Now all 
go out alone in the daytime and it is all right for 
adults to be on the streets alone at night. Formerly 
it was considered a disgrace for women to be employed 
outside their homes; there might be eight to ten 
women and girls in one family, with one poor man try
ing to support all of them. That is changed now. It 
is no longer a

1 
disgrace for wom.en to work outside 

their homes. 1 11 

The model ag;e for marriage continues to be young but the 

age for the Brazilian bride now is around nineteen or twenty years. 

The importance of education for girls has [c.;rovm in the minds of the 

Brazilian. Previously it was t.hought that the girls had sufficient 

education if they had completed the primary school of four grades. 

Now it is the aim and desire for many of the girls to finish secon-

dary (Gina'sio) school and also senior high school (2£ Ciclo). 'l'here 

are also many girls who go on for further education. lv:any women 

today are taking their place in the business world. Business and 

professional firms and stores of all kinds en1ploy women as clerks, 

cashiers, stock room clerks, stenographers, secretaries, bookkeepers, 

file clerJ1s, and others. Some women even own and manage small busi

nesses. 2 11 Brazilian women have achieved national and international 
:2: 

t , '"'US" C.; ono u/ farr.e as writers, journalists, ar ists, ana '"' .1. "'"""' ~. 

l. Women Workers in Brazil, U.S. Dept. Labor, Introduction. 
2. Ibid, p. 20 f'f. 
5· Ibid, P• )6. 
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The status and position of 'Nomen in Brazil gradually have 

been ir.a.provinz. In many places they are now holding influential 

positions. Vlhether they are in the ~1ome, as the majority still are, 

or in the business ~wrld, it is vitally ir:tportant that they exert a 

Christian influence. A courrtry is as stronr::; as the ideals, practices, 

and Christian et!1ics of' its wo~nen. 

). The Influence of the Brazilian ~ducational System. 

Outside of the actual influence of the horae and the church 

the educational program has contributed its srJS.re to the development 

of the Brazilian girl. But in many cases the restrictions which· 

have been placed constantly on the school program and the lack of 

adequate educational facilities in the school have limited its 

influence upon the knowledge and attitudes of the Brazilian girl. 

a. 'Ehe Ore;anization of the Educational Prograr.1. One must 

first have a general idea of the organization of the educational 

program of Brazil as a ~'!hole before considering specific points as 

to the education of the girls. In the begin:1.ing the uublic educa

tion was raodeled after that of Portugal. It was definitely under 

church auspices; most of the schools were conducted by the Jesuits. 

In 1775 a state system of education was established. However, not 

much was done until after Independence was declared in 1622. 

Primary education began to be taken over more and more by the 

government, while the secondary education continued to be carried 
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on by the Catholic schools and seminaries. For many years the educa-

tion was centered more in each state than in the Federal Government. 

HoVIever, the administration of education in Brazil is traditionally 

divided a7!long federal, state, and municipal authority. 'l'he new 

National Constitution adopted in 1957 made no basic changes concerning 

this. 'l'he State Depart::1ent had control over the primary education. 

'l'he Federal Government was responsible for secondary education and 

higher education. Individuals, associations, and foundations were 

given the ri2:ht to establish and maintain schools conforming to cer-

tain standards and regulations given to them by the government agency. 

It is under this provision that the Roman Catholic and Evangelical 

churches have established schools. In recent years there have been 

attemp~s to secure more unification and equality between the states 

and more centralization of authority and power in the Federal 

1 GovernE1ent. 

To accomplish this, today1 s program in public education 

was organized in 1942, on four levels: 

( 1) Primarv School--five years; 
(2) High s'chool (GinEisio)--four years; 
(5) Senior Hi.sh School (with two separat2 

courses--classical and scientific). 

b. The Over-All Picture of Education for Girls. Education 

in the last few years has taken new strides in development. 'i'he 

country has realized that one of its most urgent problems is that 

of education. As the country has developed industrially, 

l. A· w. Wasson: Christian Education of the lvlethodist Church 
2. Ibid, P• 10. 
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economically, and socially, the women of Brazil are coming into their 

ovm. There are now many girls' schools. At the present time in 

Brazil there are still very few co-educational schools. The girls 

are awakening to the opportunities of the future and many are seeking 

more education. Formerly it was thought sufficient if a girl finished 

primary school. Now the majority of the girls wish to complete high 

school. Bven now it is not unusual to find many young women con-

tinuing their education at the college level. Educational opportunity 

for women on the college level practically does not exist in Brazil. 

{,lost states have ~ state university. These schools are divided into 

various schools, such as medicine, law, engineering or philosophy. 

No elective courses are given and they do not offer teacher training 

or business courses. There are a few nonnal schools for t?e training 

of primary teachers. There is a definite lack of good normal schools 

for secondary and college teachers • 

i. The scarcity or schools and their lack of facilities. 

The above statistics show that there is an observable 

scarcity of schools for women. 'I'here are many reasons for this fact. 

One of these is the former attitude that education was necessary only 

for the privileged classes •1 .Another factor of Brazil which has 

greatly complicated the whole problem is the vast, largely undeveloped 

interior with its scattered population. The great distances from one 

1. Henry l1ester Smith and Harold Littell: Education in Latin 
America, PP• 46-47. 
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farm to another, the primitive means of transportation in this 

region, the scarcity of railroads except along the coast, and the 

extreme poverty of the people, all contribute to the problem of 

building up an adequate educational system. 

There is a tremendous lack of primary and secondary 

schools especially in the interior. In the cities there are not 

enough schools to accommodate all the children.. In the interior 

there are very few school buildings and it is very difficult to 

secure teachers for them. 'l'he schools that do exist have almost 

no equipment and their teachers have no provision made for their 

mental, spiritual, or material needs. hany of the pupils h.ave to 

travel half way across or the entire lengt.h of the state to go to 

high school. The Evangelical girls often have to travel an even 

greater distance to attend an Evangelical school. 

There are compulsory laws for attendance but these are 

not enforced because there are not enough schools for the pupils and 

l the distances are often too great. Another difficulty with many of 

the pupils is the problem of money. All secondary schools are 

tuition schools. 

In the majority of the schools there is a definite lack of 

any type of visual education along modern educational lines. 

facilities for better education are usually absent. In many cases 

just the mere necessities of adequate buildings and equipment are 

1. Smith and Littell, on. cit., pp. 1+6-47. 
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not provided. 

ii. Specific points of difficulty in school procedure. 

Any school regardless of where it is situated encounters 

difficu~ties in its administration. These are a few which are 

somewhat typical of Brazil. 'I'he position or place of teachers is 

at the present time still a problem. One of the main difficulties 

is the securing of full time teachers. The teaching profession has 

not been in the foreground so much in Brazil as it has been in the 

United States. It has been the custom to select teachers from the 

professions of medicine, engineering, and law. They come to the 

schools and teach for several hours a day or only several hours 

during the week. In this way they can add Dore to their income. 

Another custom is that of a teacher giving part time to teaching in 

two or three schools rather than being employed as a full time 

teacher in one school. These f'actors autoEJ.atically produce 

difficulties. The students and teachers do not have the opportunity 

to know and understand each other thoroughly. The teacher's interest 

is more outside the school than in the school. 

A vital problem of the evangelical schools is that of 

securing evangelical teachers. It is difficult to secure well

trained and certified teachers in any of the schools. 'l'radition 

and lack of higher education have brought this about. The lack of 

teachers trained in an Evangelical College and the lack of 

evangelicals in the schools without doubt affect the evangelical 
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emphasis of the schools and the total amount of influence upon the 

students. 

System of inspectors. A system which is widely used in 

Brazil is that of Inspection. The government appoints to each school 

one or more inspectors. Usually a. different one is appointed for 

each department; for example, one for the classical department, and 

one for the scientific. Tile idea in itself is good, but it does not 

always prove satisfactory. Many times the teachers leave the 

responsibility of determining or solving a problem up to the inspec-

tor. He in turn, because he is there only at til:nes, leaves all 

responsibility to the teacher since too often he is not acquainted 

with either the students nor the situation. The pupils decide that 

the teacher has no authority unless the inspector is present. The 

whole idea was to develop a group of competent educational specialists 

both to help the school and to aid the teachers in progressive sug-

gestions. Some of the states h..ave provided for special training 

courses. 11 The educational reform of 19.31 introduced a definite 

system for the inspection of secondary schools, candidates for 

inspectorship to be eligible for appointments only after special 

l 
preparation and tests of competence. 11 This idea, however, was not 

fulfilled. Sr. 
,J 

I,eao, the Director General of Pub lie Instruction, 

says, 11 1'he appointment of provisional inspectors selected without 

any test of competence is still in vogue, since the competitive 

l. A· w. Wasson: Christian Education of the i•tethodist Church in 
Brazil, P• 9· 



(26) 

exaruinations produced scarcely :nore than a dozen experts. 111 

Lecture, Bemorization, examinations. The methods used in 

teaching vary from school to school. l.Iany teachers still cline; to 

the old pedagogy of medieval memorization of whole pages of a sub-

ject or a matheHatical problem. The general raethod of teaching is 

that of lecture. The girls coming into our Evangelical schools on 

the Junior and Senior level come in with varying backgrounds. 

Erasmo Braga ... and Kenneth Grubb have summarized this situation very 

well in the followine;: 

11 The Federal Department of Education is a bureau
cratic organization interested only in securing obser
vance of its narrow requirements. 'l'he emphasis at 
present is wholly upon exasinations which are not 
intended to discover what the pupil knows or what he 
is fitted for, but to measure his ability to pass there,. 
The courses are rigid, disconnected from individual 
aptitudes and social ends. The emphasis is on instruc
tion rather t ban on education, on books, on memorization 
and on the traditional conception of culture. n2 

iii. Student life within the s chooJ.. 

In the majority of the Catholic or otherwise private 

schools, since most of the schools in Brazil are private, the life 

of' the student is very cirC1.unscribed. The pupil is allowed to 

develop very little initiative. She is told how to do everything. 

The girl is even told what dress she shall wear. There is no con-

versation at the table. The girls either eat in silence or listen 

l. A· W. Wasson: Christian Education of the l;~ethodist Church in 
Brazil, p. 9 · 

2. Erasmo Brag]3::~. and Kenneth G. Grubb: The Republic of Brazil, p. )2. 
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to a book which is read to them. The meal is well supervised but the 

nuns of course do not eat with the girls. The whole day 1 s activity 

is very carefully planned. ,,,ost of the de.y is taken up with the 

regular class studies and prayers. 'I'here is v er:f little free time 

given to the girls when they can play. heal active games are not 

allm·1ed mainly because they are 1unladylike 1 • 'I'here are very few if 

any progrfu-ns or parties planned in the school where the girls 1 schools 

and the boys 1 schools rD.ingle together. In many of the girls 1 schools 

a large nurnber of girls, perhaps t·uenty-five or fifty girls, all sleep 

in one large room. These, of course, are well supervised. Depending 

upon the number of girls to the room, there will be one or more nuns 

who will sleep with the girls. The girls are under active supervision 

twenty four hours of the day. 

iv. The appalling situation of illiteracy in Brazil. 

One of the prevailing ideas of education in Brazil con

sidered training to be only for the elite or privileged classes and 

unnecessary for the poorer classes. It is for this reason tbat today 

one of the foremost problems of the country is tbat of illiteracy. 

'I'he Brazilians realize tba t before the country can go forward with 

any rapidity, the masses of its people must be educated. One can 

read various statistics concerning illiteracy. One that is most 

recent is that of the 1940 census as Hermane Tavares de S~ gives it in 

his book. 11 There are twelve million illiterate adults in the country. 

'l'hree million children, aged seven to eleven, have :no schools to go 
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to; and of the 7,200,000 children of high school age, twelve to 

eighteen years, almost seven million are also without schools. While 

the population increased by several million from 1942 to 1946, during 

those same years there was a drop of ), 740 schools in Brazil. 111 

I 
Figuring from these statistics Tavares de Sa gives the percentage of 

illiteracy as 65%. He also says that in several states in the country 

the illiteracy from 1870 to 1945 had not decreased more than one 

percent. 'l'hese are the statistics but in the last two decades in 

Brazil much has been done along this line. 

LJ.. 'l'he Influence of the Catholic Religious Heritage Upon the 

Personality of the Brazilian Girl. 

Without doubt the ideals and principles on which a co1.mtry 

is .founded influence the citizens of that country. The Catholic 

heritage has definitely influenced the Brazilian girl. Right from 

the beginning the early settlers had to declare that they were of 

the. Catholic faith, to be allowed entrance into the country. Catha-

licism permeated all phases of life: in the home, the schools, the 

church, and the government. Upon asking any one in Brazil to what 

faith he belongs, he will undoubtedly say, Catholic. He may not 

have attended a church S<3rvice in years. The number of priests uer 

capita in Brazil is listed as one 1)riest to every nine thousand 

• 1 ''t t 2 lnilaD:L an.s. 

l <' / 't 64 • .::>a, op. cl· ., P• • 
2. George P. Howard: Religious Liberty in Latin America, P• )5. 
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The Catholicism in Brazil is somewhat different from that 

of Spanish America. It did not so completely control the early 

settlers in as tyrannical. a way as it did in the other Spanish 

Reuublics. It became a religion of the family rather thru• one of a 

great chu.rch. 11 As a result Catholicism in Brazil became a religion 

or cult of the family more than of a cathedral or a church. 111 

a. 'I'he Great Importance Laid uuon the Externals of -- --- -- -----
Religion (ritual, pageantry, show). The Catholic chu.rch has laid 

great importance upon externals. This fell into fertile ground in 

Brazil. 'I'he church has capitalized upon this fact. 'l'he Latin loves 

sho;v, ritual, and drama. The pageants and the ceremonies of the 

church took on great importance to him. 'I'he Latin likes color, 

pomp, and activity. The Brazilians found tbis in the Catholic pro-

cessions. In like manner the church has built upon this fact and 

emphasized it. 

In the early days a.11.d down through the centuries the 

Brazilians accepted many of these practices of' the church. It was 

not long before 1~ny of the pagan practices of the Indian and the 

fetish practices as well as the superstitious practices of the Negro 

were all mingled under the one nrune of Roman Catholicism. 2 

All of these factors are in the background of the Brazi-

lian 1 s religious heritage. The religion is built upon externals and 

there is no depth to it. This type of religion does not encourage 

1. Smith, op. cit., p. 6)6. 
2. Gilberta Freyre: The r.rasters and the Slaves, P• )14 ff. 
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a religious experience such as is known to the Evangelicals. 

b. The Psychological Effects of the Religious Heritage 

upon~ Personality of the Girl. By studying the psycholog;y of the 

Latin and the girl 1 s temperament in relation to her historical back

ground, one can more readily underst~~d her reactions to her religious 

heritage. The following distorted ideas are very prevalent among the 

Brazilians, and without doubt present real problems to the teen age 

girl. 

First, the whole religious background of the Brazilian girl 

has been built upon superficialities: fiestas, processions, and 

masses in the church. 'l'here is no special religious training course, 

for girls within the church, and there is very little, if any, 

spiritual emphasis laid upon her reli;:,~ion. The Brazilian adolescent 

g;irl is much more concerned with the :r.1aterialistic side rather than 

the spiritual side of religion. She has arrived at that sophisticated 

age Vlhen she is most concerned with how she looks and what she does 

in society. Her greatest desire is to conform in dress snd in action 

to her companions. 

From the historical religious heritage she has inherited a 

somewhat skeptical and fatalistic viewpoint of life a:'ld of religion. 

Her whole background gives to her a sense of fatalism. She has 

always been taught to accept various religious ideas without question. 

i'Jow since education has become better known for girls, she begins to 

question some of the superstitious practices Hhich are found in the 
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church. She begins to question the validity and holiness of so~e of 

the statues which she Llay see in a broken and. uncared-for state in a 

store room of the church. Then these same statues are wired together 

and used in great pomp and glory on religious Saints 1 days. Tr1is 

leads to an indifferent and agnostic idea of God. 

There is a tremendous sense of lack of security. Their 

relie;ion is built on fear. AS a South A!neri can expressed it, 11 0atho-

licisrn is a religion of promises. al There is always the fear of 

purgatory. One never li:nows whether he is saved or not. He i.e n";;ve:r 

sure whether the relatives will have enough money to pray him out of 

purgatory-. Eany of the girls have been told fron the beginning that 

it is a sin to l1ave an:ythin:=; to do ·Nith Evangelicals. l,'lany of the 

girls upon coming to an evangelical school are afraid at first to 

even speak to an evangelical. 

Today there is an al:nost complete lack of any sense of 

relation between life and religion. 2 Her religious belief is completely 

divorced from the ethics, mor·als and practices of everyday living. In 

direct contrast to this, Evangelical Christianity has interwoven these 

two factors. 

5. 'l'he Influence of the Latin and Temperamerrtal Heritage upon the 

Personality of the Brazilian Girl. 

'l'he personality and temperamental traits have done a great 

deal to determine how people react to certain situations. These two 

factors are so important that they are the determining factors in 

l. Howard, op. cit., p. &. 
2. Ibid, p. 63. 
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many situations. This Latin heritage has Hade a lasting imprint upon 

the Brazilian teen age girl. 

a. Characteristics of the Latin 'l'emuerament. Just as it 

has been said that there is much diversity in the cultural aspect of 

Brazil and that there are 11many Brazils n, it is similarly true that 

there is no one type of personality which vrottld represent a typical 

Brazilian. One is not long in Brazil before he discovers the Brazi-

lian1 s great love of show, of display, and of grandeur. Gilberte 

Freyre mentions the fact that many Brazilian ladies like to wear furs 

in parts of Brazil vrhere it is entirely too warm for them, because 

they are fashionable on wint•ry days in Paris, London, and New York; 

and that a number of wealthy Brazilians have homes built not fitted 

for the tropical or semi-tropical conditions but rather a copy from 

1 Scandinavian or Horman style. l\Iany times it is fashionable to wear 

glasses not because one has poor eye siisht, but rather to show dignity 

and scholarly ability. This is a carryover from Portugal when it was 

fashionable for gentler~en to wear glasses during the seventeenth and 

. ht ~h ~ . 2 elg .. eenv. cenvurles. The writer of this thesis has substantiated 

similar incidents many times. 

Another trait, definitely characteristic, is the Brazilian's 

quick, intellectual mind. He grasps ideas qui~~ly. 
I 

Tavares de Sa, 

however, says that at times this is a liability. "It makes Brazilians 

1. Freyre, op. cit., P• 71. 
2. Ibid., P• 8. 



love to approach and solve their problems intellectually. 111 They do 

this because 11 it serves to mask the lack of real knowledge. 1 'l'apear 1 

is one of the most popular slang words, meaning the ability to make 

the other fellow believe t£1at you know something that you do not. 112 

I 
Tavares de Sa again has given a unique yet well-thought-out group of' 

personality traits. ':l.'hese psycholo,gical and te::np eramental traits 

seem to fall into contradictory pattern. 11 Easy going and debonair, he 

can be stubborn and revengeful when he considers himself thwarted or 

offended. He has a care-f'ree gaiety that is nevertheless grafted on 

an underlying sense of melancholy. Vain and eager to listen to flat-

tery, he also has a sense of proportion vvith which he pitilessly 

analyzes his own shortcomings. Romantic and sentimental, he can be 

cynical and hard-headed. Lackadaisical and allergic to organization, 

under inspiring leadership, he proves to be amazingly productive and 

ef:E'icient. 11 5 'ro make the above list more complete, the Brazilian is 

hospitable, generous, extremely courteous, intelligent, and as a 

nation a peace-loving one. They have a 'Nonderful ability f'or express-

ing themselves. They are a language-minded people. 

I 
Tavares de Sa has also noted some of their shortcomings. 

11 There is a lack of team spirit, which is perhaps the inevitable con-

sequence of' extreme individualism ••••• This unwillingness to share the 

I 
1. Sa, op. cit., P• 26. 
2. Ibid., P• 27. 
5· Ibid., P• 118. 
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effort is not so much a measure of industriousness as it is a desire 

to receive all the glory •••.• Lack of staying power is another 

liability. Brazilians start out with great energy and enthusiasm 

but soon lose interest. 111 As soon as the novelty of any new project 

>Years off, and it becm!les every day monotonous work, such as main-

tenance or repair, it has lost all its glamour and very likely is 

dropped or not completed. 2 I 
Sa states a.nother serious problem as 

11 a lack of the moral courage to face important problems once and· for 

all, and try to find a definite answer. The Brazilian way is to 

indulge in 1 little solutions 1 , that keep pushing the unpleasant task 

back, but never to tackle it. n) 

The Brazilian girl is a combination of these traits. They 

have been influential in making her what she is and have conditioned 

her reactions to given situations. 

b. The Psychological Heactions of the Latin Teen Age Girl 

to Modern and Conservative 'l'rends in Brazil. The Brazilian girl, as 

previously stated, has been brought up in a very sheltered and 

restricted manner. The social customs governing girls have been very 

conservative. In the last few years the American movies have swept 

over Brazil. 1'here are various reactions to these movies. The 

Brazilian girl wishing to be very smart and sophisticated has a 

tendency t ovmrd throwing her conservative customs all over-board 

and becoming all American at once. It is like the typical saying 

I 
1. Sa, op. cit., P• 118. 
2. Ibid, P• 240. 
)• Ibid, p. 241. 
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of Brazil, v,;hen one refers to her transportation problems: they 

have jumped fro1!.1 the oxen cart to the airplane. In between, there 

is a great discrepancy of ,S';ood roads. 

Along with this same problem of the girls not knowing just 

how to react to modern social customs is the modern concept of 

1~orals and emotions. In seekin.;; to be smart and ::nodern, they lose 

all sense of moderation. 

c. The Psycholog;i cal React ions of tbe Latin 'I'een Age Girl 

to Evangelical Cbristianity. To understand thoroughly the two 

Americas, one must realize th..at they developed in two different ways, 

and tbat there were two different types of Christianity in the new 

world. 11Anglo-America is a child of the Reformation: L,atin .l!.rD.erica 

is the p reduct of Catholic sculpturing. 111 i\lr. Howard further says 

that event hou,f';h the Latins followed the Greco-Roman classic tradi-

tion and the Anglo-Saxons, the Hebrew-Christian tradition, a synthesis 

. 2 
of these two has never been accomplished. 

These above quotations account for some of the psycho-

logical reactions that the Latin girl has toward i:vangelical Chris-

tianity. First, she has a lop-sided idea of Christ. He is ·pictured 

as a dead Christ. She does not think: of him as one of love, mercy, 

and guidance. She is not dra,,m to hb1, for this reason. He is 

pictured as a revengeful God who viill punish her if she does not 

conform to certain rules. She does not have the conception that 

1. Howard, op. cit., P• 107. 
2. Ibid.' D. 10). 
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Christ. is a God of rederrrption. She will not have the sarJe idea of 

what is meant by a Christian in the Evangelical Faith. Her back-

ground does not stress the redeeming power of the Qhrist. 

There are problems which confront the Latin girl when she 

first comes in contact with the Evangelical faith. She first sees 

the negative side of it. There seem to be too many things she·cannot 

do if she becomes an Evangelical. In many of the smaller communities 

there are few evangelical boys and rather than :remain single, the 

girls will marry in the Catholic faith.
1 

Previously, it has been stated that the Latin has an 

emotional te!nperaraent dLf'erent from that of the Anglo-Saxon. There 

seems to be some question as to how far the Evangelical church can 

use this characteristic in producing a truer :religious experience for 

the Brazilian and not let ,it become mere show and superficiality. 2 

Corresponding to this same point, which seems to be in opposition to 

it, is the extreme dignity and reserve that the Brazilian possesses. 

The problem is how to unify these two factors and make Evangelical 

Christianity more effective and meaningful to the Brazilian girl. 

The 11 intellectuals 11 must be considered. This is a common 

term used all over South America .when referring to the educated high 

class, intellectual Latin il.lllericans. They have become saturated with 

the French type of culture. They like the flowery literary style of 

expression. There is a definite clash in their 'Nay of thinking when 

1. l·.ierle Davis: How the Church Grows in Brazil, u. 119. 
2. Ibid, P• 155. 
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the Gospel message is presented to them in the 11Anglo-tlaxon mold 11 

lacking artistic elements. ;,men of the poner of the Gospel !nessage 

is completely lost because it is not _o:resented to them in a pleasing 

1 
way on their ovm level.-

c. Conclusion 

There have been varied historical and cultural factors 

which have influenced and. made the Brazilia..Yl girl '1Brazilian 11 • 

'I'he historical background and attitudes brought from Europe 

have all left their inmrint. The probler:1s and factors in developing 

and adapting one 1 s self to a new country during the Colonial period 

of Brazil r:10lded and determined the personalities of those who 

developed it and all the later develop!T!ents and changes w:i. thin the 

country h.ave made their lasting impressions. 

'l'he hom.e and fa,;,ilies in any country are the most important 

and determining factors of that country. Impressions from the earl-y 

patriarcbal family system still exist and influence the Brazilian 

girl today. 'l'he status of v1omen for many years has been very cir-

cums cribed and sheltered, but in the last two decades or more great 

strides have been made in her emancipatim1. 

There is a 'Hide spread awak:ing in Brazil along educational 

lines. For many years the country has been held bac1c because of the 

lack of :::;ood and sufficient schools and educational methods. The 

educational program has been somc:mhat i'li::ilitpered ri;:_;ht from the be-

ginning; first, due to the Catholic control and their idea tha.t 

l. 1~ras:~1o Braga and IZ. Grubb: The Republic of Brazil, p. 113 ff. 
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education was only necessary for the higher classes; second, the 

disorganization of educational control am.ong the state, federal, 

municipe.1, and religious bodies, the di 'ficulties encountered in the 

-
interior of Brazil, the lad: of facilit.ies, teachers, funds, and 

builclings. 

The Catholic heritage and traditions have thoroughly 

pEmueated the life, attitudes and thoughts of the Bra~i1ian girls. 

It has contributed to the 1_)ersonali ty and tem.pera:nental character-

isti cs typical of the Latin which are a determining factor in their 

lives. It has separated their practice of religion from their 

habits of thinking and living. 

'I'he psychology of the Brazilian teen age girl is not yet 

adjusted to the present social trends in Brazil. This is seen in 

the attitude typical of the Brazilian toward Evangelical Cbristianity. 

Because of this the teen a&:;e girl faces the problem of a negativistic 

attitude tov;ard Evangelical Christianity. 

Only t?lrough a thorough understanding of this l'1istorical 

heritage of the Brazilian girl is an intelligent approach by the 

::.vangelical ~Hssion Schools possible. 



CHAPTER II 

'l1 EE APPHOAOH OF EVMTG:.::LIO.hL ;dSbiON SCHOOLS TO 

'I'd.E BHA.ZILIAN GIHL 

A. Introduction 

Brazil offers a stran~~e envirom:1ent for the establishment 

of Evangelical schools. In it are found deep seated traditions and 

historical factors which must be considered. Chief arnong these is 

the Catholic heritage which has played a do!!1inant role in the educa-

tional traditions of the country. 

Protestant mission schools have planned and molded their 

methods of approach to the Brazilian Evangelical problem in line 

with this historical background. As the need of Christian schools 

was recognized early, schools and ch"LU' ches grew up together. It was 

realized that the growth and lasting influence of the Evangelical 

church depended greatly upon educatin_·-,; its own Evani:::~elical members, 

helping them to raise the standards of livh1_r;, guiding the::: to grow 

and develop vi tal Christian personalities •
1 

From the very beginnin~; the Evangelical Hission Schools 

have been a part of the total evangelical work in Brazil. Braga 

1. John Iv~ackay: That Other America, p. 166. 

( 39) 
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and Grubb say: 110ne of the reasons why the evang:el ical movement 

bas ta~-:en root in Brazil is that preaching Emd education have been 

integral parts of' its program. In spite of the process of seculari-

zation which has changed the original character of some of the mis-

sion schools, education has been found to be an effective wedge into 

the comrm.mity life and a very important factor in forming public 

conscience. 111 

This cl:apter will consider first the aims which the Evan

gelical Schools llave for the Brazilian girl. Then it will study 

the positive approach which the schools t:ave adopted after taking 

into consideration the background of' the Brazilian girl. Finally 

it will discuss the positive approach whichtwo of the denominational 

ivdssion ·schools have taken. 

B. The Aims of the Evangelical Schools 

for the Brazilian Girl 

1. Basis in View of the Aims formulated by the International Council 

of Religious Education. 

The Evangelical schools have proved their value in the 

past, but now they have reached a critical moment in their history. 

Du.ring the last two decades Brazil has taken strides to improve its 

official education. It is becoming increasingly difficult for 

Mission Schools to keep pace with the governr11ent schools and 

L Braga and Grubb: The Republic of Brazil, n. 1,32. 
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established Catholic schools. l\iission Schools must have adequate 

buildings, equipment, and an outstanding teachin~,~ staff. Above all 

this, the Evangelical Schools must seek to strengthen and emphasi 2 e 

the very reason tbat they came into existence--that of r:1akinr; the 

Gospel of Ohr i st and His way of li v i..l'lg known to p eop 1 e. Inherently, 

it has been these Christian ideals and practices which have made the 

1 
Evangelical Schools and their students stand out. 

At the Second Evangelical Conference of Brazil wh:i.qh was 

held in Rio de Janeiro in 1947 rnany of the fundamental principles 

of the Evangelical movement were discussed. The aims of Evangelical 

Ohristia.ni ty were considered and again restated in ter1:1s of basic 

objectives of Christian education. These were patterned after the 

objectives of Christian Education adopted by the International Ooun-

cil of Religious Education. The aims will be stated briefly here: 

( l) 'J.'o bring the student into a personal relationship 
toward God, as a loving Father and Friend. 

(2) To bring the student into a personal relationship 
of accepting Jesus Christ as her Savior and Lord, by the means 
of study and ap~)reciation of His life, teachings, and com
munion with Him. 

(5) To aid the student in the formation of Christian 
character by developing habits of Christian service under the 
direction of the Holy Spirit. 

( 4) To aid the student in the wiJJ.ingness to cooperate 
in the development of the Kingdom of God on Earth, and to 
work for the spreading of justice and good will among men. 

( 5) To help the student identify and participate in the 
church. 

1. John I\Iackay, op. cit., o. 170 f. 
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( 6) To lead the student into an appreciation of the 
significance and the importance of the family as a basic unit 
of human society, and the development of the sense of responsi
bility in making a Christian home. 

(7) To guide the student into a realization of a Christian 
interpretation of life and the universe and to see God 1 s plan 
and purpose in it. 

(8) To guide the student in the acceptance of the Bible as 
the word of God, to. further her knov1ledge in the teachings of 
the Bible and its· use as a daily g)lide~ 

(9) 'l'o guide the student in using and securing E.'vangelical 
literature so that in the end the Christian student 1 s life is 
enriched.l 

2. E:valuation in Light of its Applicability to the Brazilian Girl. 

'l'he ai..1TI.s of the Evangelical schools have always been high. 

Primarily the Evangelical church has stressed the presentation of 

the Gospel of Christ for the people and the guiding of these people 

to a fuller realization of the Christian life. The Evangelical 

schools have attempted to do this by teaching a well-rounded Chris-

tian life in the church, in education, and in the co!m:nu.nity to the 

Brazilian gir 1. The schools realized that there was a need for 

determining and stating what their specific air.ns were. They turned 

to the I .c .H.E. standards of Christian Education and found these 

standards applicable and valuable to the Brazilian girl. 

The first and second aims, those of bringing the student 

into a personal relationship toward God as a loving Father and 

Friend, and accepting Jesus Cl1rist as her Savior are certainly the 

primary aim of Christian Missions. Many times this fact is not 

,J I 
1. Confedera~ao Evangelica~ do Brazil, 1947, Perspectivas e 

Realizacoes, p. 18 f. 
l 



emphasized enough and the student goes through the schools without 

feeling or accepting the vi tal ch;J.llenge that the Cbristian Gospel 

has. 

'l'he third aim, th..at of helping to guide the student in 

developing a Christian cl~racter in areas of Christian service 

under the direction of the Holy Spirit, is most valid. The girls 

have not been acquainted with the fact that they personally can 

seek and rely upon the i-£Uidance and power of the Holy Spirit. 

The fourth aim is equally valid for the Brazilian girl. 

She is interested in the Christian message and the spreading of it, 

as she has showa in many instances. The o~~er ideal of spreading 

principles of justice and good will is to be one of the aims 

gradually realized as more Christian girls feel that such are their 

:tesponsi bili ties as Christians. 

The fifth aim, that of helping her find her place in the 

church and participate in church activities, is vitally important 

to the Brazilian girl. This phase of Christian growth has been 

neglected in the past. 'rhe girls have not realized the 'Nays in 

which they can help in build inc; up the church, nor have they felt 

that it is their duty to help in this work. 

Since the family unit is one of the strong factors in 

Brazilian society today, the second part of the sixth aim needs to 

be en:phasized. With this in mind each girl should be cl~lJ.enged 

vvi th the importance and the responsibility of establishing a true 
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Christian home. This is a most valid aim for the Brazilian girl. 

Closely associated with the above is the aim stated in 

seven: to guide the student into a realization of a Christian in

terpretation of life and the universe and to see God 1 s plan and 

purpose in it. This represents an extension of the idea that Christ 

dominates all of life not only the home life. Though the girl may 

not recognize this truth at once, it v1ill become clearer to her as 

she grows older. 

'I'he eic,;hth aim is especially important for the Brazilian 

girl. From her background she ras the idea that the Bible is a book 

that must not be read, a forbidden book. Or, a.nother vievt concludes 

that the book is holy and can not be read for co-::1mon use and inter

pretation. M:any of the [';irls upon eFt ering an :;;vang;elical School are 

afraid even to touch the Bible and for the first two or three Bible 

lessons try to avoid listening to what is being said in class •
1 

The ninth aim is, in some ways, the most difficult to 

attain because of the difficulties involved in the securing of mate

rials. It is important that the girls know where to obtain this 

literature and how to use it for the best enrichment of their Chris-

tian life. 

c. 'Ihe Positive A?proach in Carrying Out These Ai:ms. 

In view of the fact that rnany of the pupils cone to the 

liission Schools with a limited knowledge of the Gospel of Christ, 

1. w. Stanley Rycroft: On This Foundation, P• 141. 
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and with a definite negative attitude toward evangelical Ch.r:i.stianity, 

or with no interest in relig:ion whdsoever, JGh<;; :.I:ve.£1;;elical Schcols 

have taken a definite positive approach in the presentation of Chris-

tian truth. They have att"':"_/ced to carry out the aims of Christian 

education in their schools by definite positive policies. 

1. :Cvang:eli cal Teachers maintained on the Faculty and Boarding De-

partment. 

It is the aim of all the Evan:-';elical Schools to have as 

ri'.any evangelical teachers on the staff as it is possible to obtain. 

Evangelical teachers are scarce. 1 It is even difficult to secure any 

adequately trained teacher to help carry the teaching load of the 

school. On:e of the missionaries surnmarizes the need of evangelical 

teachers in this way, 11 The one big problem is that of finding enough 

consecrated and trained teachers to make the work as Christian in 

2 8.11 senses as Vie desire. it The quality of evangelical emphasis 

·;;hich the school r:;ives is in direct relation to the nu.rJber of Chris-

tian teachers on the faC'.Alty and the quality of their VIOrk. Tbe 

attitudes and raetho:Js used by Christian teachers can be a positive 

approach to the ,:_:;irls in their classes and exert a definite influence 

on them. 

:":ost of the Mission Schools in Latin America are boarding 

schools. 'I' he number of students in the boarding departments vary 

1. A. w. Wasson: 
2. A. w. Wasson: 

Brazil, P• 2). 

Pamphlet, Land of the Future--Brazil, p. 14. 
Christian Education of the ~iJethodist Church in 
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with the schools ancl. localities. By far the larger rD.ajority of the 

pupils who attend I\iission Schools are day students. In the boarding 

departments it has always been the ~)olicy to have only evangelical 

teachers or faculty advisors stayini~ in the boarding school. It is 

here tbat much more of a _;)ositive approach is secured because the 

teachers and hel})ers ~ave a much closer association v1i th the girls 

and they exert a much greater influence upon them. 

2. Provision for Religious Assemblies and Programs. 

All the 1'.iission Schools have some provision made for 

religious assemblies and programs. The number of religious assem

blies per week and the time given to them varies in the different 

schools. If these schools are accredited secondary schools, the 

amount of time allotted to assembly programs is more or less uniform 

in order to conform to government regulations. 

'I'he quality and type of religious program oresented reflects 

the amount of importance and value which the school gives its 

religious programs. 

)• Provision for Religious Education in the School Curriculum. 

:d.:ach school has rmde provision for Bible study in its 

curriculum. ':L'here is, at present, no set program or lists of books 

which are used in all schools. The Bible is definitely used as the 

main text book with other supplementary materials depending upon the 

denomination and the accessibility of books and materials to the 

school. 
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The Brazilian law docs not hinder the teaching of religion. 

in the Llission Schools. 11 The federal constitution provides for the 

teaching of religion as an elective in the public schools. 111 Thus, 

the Catholic schools teach their Catholic lJrinciples and the Mission 

Schools teach Bible study and evangelical principles. ?\_ost schools 

provide for one week known as. Religious E:nphasis Week. during ,the 

school term. 

4. Pupil Participation in the Religious Activitiesof the Schools. 

Each school aims to l1ave as many of the pupils as possible 

participate in the religious activities. Pupil participation is 

kept on a voluntary basis. A Brazilian loves to show off but the 

girls are more reserved and hesitant about being on a program than 

an Am.erican girl of the same age would be. It must be remembered that 

the student body is made up of Evangelical girls, Catholic, Jewish, 

' 2 and an unclassified and uninterested group. There is opportunity 

to take part in specifically designated Religious Assemblies. Many 

schools have either a glee club or choir. Usually each school has a 

relit:~ious Evangelical club. Sunday school activities may be 

associated with the school or with the nearby church. 

5. Definite Provision ~~de for Religious Training and EmpP~sis in 

the Dormitory Life for the Girls. 

The policy of the Evangelical schools is to plan a much 

1. A. w. ;vasson: Christian Education of the 1\1ethodist Church of 
Brazil, op. cit., P• ll. 

2. Ibid., P• 21 
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richer and fuller program of religious training for the dormitory 

girls. The procedure and methods vary with the schools. Morning 

devotions and afternoon or evening; vesper services are held ·through-

out the year. These are led by the teachers. and students who plan 

their own progra~s. The boarding school girls are definitely in-

fluenced by the one or two weeks of special religious services. 

They take part in many more of the meetings and receive more personal 

counseling than the day students who attend only the special chapel 

services held for the whole student body. Other devotional meetings, 

1 
programs, and service projects are carried out. 

6. Provision for Healthy and Wholesome Social and Recreational 

Activities. 

The Evangelical Schools ba.ve made provision for a positive 

approach to healthy and wholesome social and recreational activities. 

They hold regular gymnasium classes. Inter-school sports ar.e advo-

cated. This helps the girls develop good sportsmanship as well as 

outdoor activity. Parties and social programs are planned for the 

pupils. In many of the girls 1 schools special programs and social 

activities are so arranged that the Evangelical boys 1 school of the 

same town may be invited. Co-education is not so popular and 

co'Jmon in Brazil as it is in the United States. It is necessary 

that the girls aYld boys learn to meet each other in a social situa-

tion with ease and poise. li:xtra-curricular clubs are advocated. 

l. A. w. \'Iasson: Christian ~ducation of the h:ethcxl. ist Church of 
~razil, ou. cit., p. 24. 
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The girls in the boarding department are allowed as much free time 

as their crowded schedules per~ui t. 

7. Provision for .Personal Counseling. 

One of the most effective and positive approaches which 

the Mission Schools have is that of personal counsel in;::;. The 

Evangelical teachers on the staff have always attempted to make the 

pupils feel free to come and ask questions or dis cuss problems with 

them at any time. In some cases there is special time allotted to 

the girls for this purpose. Some schools have a designated personal 

counselor. 

D· Examples of this Positive Approach Taken by 

Two of the Leading ?~:ission Boards 

In view of the Brazilian background and the aims of the 

Evangelical !Viission Schools, triO of the schools of the representa-

ti ve missions, the l;!.ethodist anC:. the Presbyterian, v1ill be con-

sidered: 
I . ( 1) Coleglo Isabela Hendrix, Belo 1-Iorizonte, and ( 2) Insti-

tuto Gamman, Lavras. These two s cl10ols are comparable both in num-

ber of students and in evangelical emphasis. Both of them have con-

.l 
served a definite evangelical emphasis. 

/ . 
l. Methodist Hission School, ColeglO I sa bela Hendrix. 

First will be considered the positive ap}:Jroach taken by 

Colegio Isabela Hendrix, Belo Horizonte, Brazil. The number of 

1. Con_rrni ttee on Cooperation in I~atin America, Latin American Hews 
Letter, August 1949, //:)2. 
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students enrolled in the secondary school is )15. Much of the fol-
,_ 

lowing material is from a letter written by r.ionta EcFadin of Oolegio 

Isabela Hendrix. 'Ihere are 118 girls enrolled in the dormitory; 

some of these are in the primary school. The religious preference 

of' the 2;roup is vridespread. It ranges in faiths as follows: Oatho-

lie, 197; Evangelical, 70; Jewish, 21; Spiritualists, 25; others, 7; 

and no religion, 5. This would be a 6eneral representative group of 

students accordin,:; to faiths and percentages which' v10uld be found in 

most of the Evangelical schools of Brazil. The tirc1e allotted for 

the official Bible course in the secondary school is one hour a week. 

The 
I 

following program is offered in Oolegio Isabela Hendrix: 

First Year: Introduction to Bible Study, Use of the Bible, 

Henwry work of verses applicable to age and experience; 

I 
Second Year: Old 'l'estament Stories. Text used: Historias 

do Velho ·' TestaElent uublished by the Imprensa Lletodista. 

Third Year: 

Btanto H. Barbieri. 

Life of Jesus. Text used: 
I 

Jesus de Nazare, 

Fourth Year: t:>elected Lessons from the International 

Council of Religious :Gducation (for i1igh school seniors). 

Normal Course: 'l'eac~1ing the Bible to Children. 

Scientific and Cor.1:uercial Course: Use of the 11Upper Room 11 

and other devotional ·:'!aterial, further Bible Study, use of Sunday 

School materials. 

'There are two asseably periods per week. Each week one 
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program is religious and the other civic. There is a snecial 

:religious emphasis week held once a year. Durin~:; tlns v1eek, there 

are chc1pel programs each day for the whole student body. Special 

th1e is given both in the morning and afternoon for individual con-

fer ences with the students. ))Ll.ring this ·;veek a specially chosen 

:ninister bas the vesper services in the evening;. These are attended 

by the bos.rdin·: department but are open to day students who rrish to 

co·:r:e. There are also other special prayer groups and programs 

.II 
planned by the 11 Gremio i:I;llerding Gonzaga 11 , the religious club of the 

school. Every graduate o:f' the school is presented Yiith a Bible at 

the Baccalaureate Service. The presentation of the Bibles and the 

program is one of the lYrized occasions of the year for the girls. 

/ 

For the last tv10 yeai~s, Colegio Isabela IT.endrix bas had a Reli.c:::ious 

Education Guidance Director. : .. rany of the day students as well as the 

boarding sci:10ol girls llave ta1{en a~vantage of this. These are among 

the main questions the girls ask: 

How can God become real to :r,·,e? 
What is the relationship betv1een Protestantis:n, 

and Spiritualism, ru1.d ot.her sects? 
Is there a future life? 
Is life itself worth while? 
What do you think of IJreclestine.tion? 

'The girls in the boarding deoartment have the benefit of 

tJ:ce religious trainin.r;:. given the student body as well as the added 

religious er:.1phasis civen the c;irls in the dormitory. Each morning 

there ai·e morning devotions at breakfast. This consists of reading 

a selection from the Bible and fror:1 11 'I'he Upper Roo::-:1 11 , and prayer. 
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These devotions are led by teachers. There are vesper services each 

evening except Saturde.y and Sunday, which are led by either teachers, 

students, or outside speak:ers. There is an active Sunday School with 

an enroll:nerrt of 135· The day s-'cudents and parents are encouraged to 

attend. The girls go to church in the evenin;g if they nish. A 

teacher is always ~9rovided as an escort. The girls v:ho mng in the 

choir are practically all boardin,:; girls. During the 1sst two years, 

the 11 World-wide Comnunion Day 11 was observed in the school. 

Each year there is a class to prepare for church member-

shi:)• This is taug;ht by one of the missionaries or the pastor of 

the Hethodist' Church. 'l'he enrollment in this class varies each year 

from 6 to 10 ;;irls. 

'l'he 11 G·r8'i:tio Ellerding Gonzaga 11 , the religious club, has a 

me:nbership of 25 g;irl s, 6 of whom are Evangelicals. 'l'hey have weekly 

prayer g:roups. They participate in the Federation of Youth Groups 

of the city and are affiliated with the national Student group (re-

ligious). Som.e of these :;irls i1eb in various church schools in the 

afternoon. The Gremio is enccuraged to carry on various prograrc.s 

and projects. ,_These girls take an active part in the choir and 

vesper prograL'lS also. 

I 

2. Presbyterian Mission School, Oolegio Car~Jeta Ke?nper. 

Now will be considered the positive evangelical approach 

I 

ta:{en by Colegio Cardtlata Kemper, Lavras, Brazil. 'l'he following 

inforra tion was secured from Bernice Kennedy, a teacher of the school. 
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'l'he secondary s cho.ol enrollment of girll compares with 

I 
that of Colegio Isabela Hendrix. There are 125 girls in the board-

ing department. About 5Cf/S of these girls come from evangelical 

homes. 

Bible classes are required in the secondary departraent of 

.the school. The pro,~;rar11 and course of study used is one prepared 

by Dr. 3. R. Gar:1!rlan, founder of that school. Chapel is required for 

all students. This consists of a hy:mn, Bible readint:;, and a short 

talk which may or r1ay not be of a religious nature. i!:ach year a 

religious emphasis week is held at y;hich tir1e definite decisions 

for Christ are asked for. At this time many of the day students 

make their decisions, especially if they are from evangelical homes. 

In the boar ding department there is an added reli,'S"ious 

emphasis. i\iorning devotions are always observed. This usually 

consists of a Bible reading, 11 The Upper Room 11 , and prayer. These 

are led by both students .and faculty :nSl.nbers. There is an active 

Student Religious Club which meets every two weeks. It conducts 

prayer meetings once a. r:ree:;;:. Some of the girls in the boarding 

department make their decisions during reli,r;ious emphasis week. 

There are always some of tha boarding school girls who make de-

cisions in their home crurclles. Others must wait until adult!1ood 

because of parental objections. 

There are other religious pro .g;r'a'ns and emphases given 

the stu dents in this school lut the writer of this thesis is not 
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so :rami liar with them as t l1ose of Col.&gio Isabela Hendrix. 

E. Conclusion 

Chapter two has been an attempt to study the approach taken 

by the Evangelical r·.iissions in establishing; girls schools in Brazil. 

The first point considered was the purpose of the Evangelical ;,lis

sions in founding schools. The International Council of Religious 

Education aims v1ere found to be equally applicable in meeting the 

needs of tbe Brazilian girl. 

The second part of the cahpt er dealt with the positive 

approach which Evangelical 1\Iissions in general have taken in view of 

producing and keeping a definite evangelical emphasis for the girls 

within the l,iission schools. 

The last part of the chapter gave exantples of the proce-

dure in two of the girls 1 schools in carrying out the positive 

approach. 'I'l!e first exa!:lple was t11at of the h~etho dists at Col/gio 

Isabela Hendrix and the second v1as that of the Preshyterians at 

Insti tuto Gamrr:an, Lavras, Brazil. 



CHAPTER III 

TI-lE EVALUATION OF' 'fHE i\tlSSIO~NARY SOHOOI.S 1 APPHOAOH AND 

SUGGESTIONS FOR 1-.iORE EFFECTIVE EVANGELISil1 

FOR TBJi: BHAZILIAN 'l'EEN-AGE GIRL 

A. Introduction 

The Evangelical schools have been established in Brazil 

for many years. They started from small beginnings and have grown 

into fine institutions of learning. Down through the years various 

methods of approach have been used. lilethods and procedure which have 

not proved effective have been changed. It has always been the 

policy of the :mission schools to keep one step ahead of the existing 

educational methods. The :mission schools have studied the existing 

condi tiona. a:.fld have also considered the historical background of the 

girls. They have never tried to impose a great many radical and new 

methods of procedure all at once. Rather, they have gradually in-

troduced one new thing at a tiin.e, attempting to have it develop as 

an outgrowth of the school rather than so:nething imposed by the 

school. The question has arisen many times as to the real effec

tiveness of the schools, how they have met the existing conditions 
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and carried out the aims and objectives for which they were founded. 

This chapter will deal with the basic needs which still 

confront the teen-age girl in view of her historical background and 

heritage and considering what has been done in the Evangelical 

schools for her. It will consider the inherent wrong concepts of 

God, religion, and life, the unchristian ethical and moral practices, 

and the existing ignorance of good laws of health. It 'Hill attempt 

to evaluate the real effectiveness of the mission schools in view of 

the above stated inherent wrong concepts. Finally, a list of sug

gestions will be considered which should in the long run prove to 

make the Evangelical schools more effective in reaching the girls 

for Christ. 

B. Evaluation of the Missionary School's Approach 

in View of the Brazilian Background and 

Environmental Needs 

1. The Formulation of a List of Basic Needs of the Adolescent Girl. 

The historical background of the Brazilian gi:rl has been 

studied Ylith special reference to the influence of history, home 

conditions, educationa~ system, Catholic heritage, and Latin tem

perar:lerrt. In view of these factors, the Evangelical j:."ission Schools 

have tak:en certain positive measures to present to the Brazilian 

girl the Gospel of Christ and to s lnw her its relationship to all 

phases of her life. 
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At the Evangelical Curriculum Conference held in Rio de 

Janeiro in 1947 a list of basic needs of the Brazilians was formu-

lated. These needs were to be considered when producing Evangelical 

literature. They are the basic problems which confront the adoles-

cent girl. 

a. The Change of Certain Inherently Wrong Concepts (of 

l 
God 1 religion, life). There are many wrong concepts of God preva-

lent in the every day thinking of the Brazilian girl. She is 

steeped in the idea that God is alvrays ready to punish. She has no 

conception of God as an understanding and loving £!'ather. There have 

been so many absurd ideas connected with the exaggerated miracles 

of the saints that the educated Brazilian tends to throw over all 

ideas of God. 11 The intellectuals and students boast of their 

skepticism and the workers embrace materialistic idealogies with 

almost religious zeal. u2 This skepticism has cast doubt on the 

worth and value of religion. Extreme materialism is becoming more 

and more prevalent in Brazil. This has arisen from the failure of 

the Catholic Church to apply Christian principles to the solution 

of the social and political problems of Brazil which have been 

aggravated by the conditions of extreme poverty of the masses and 

the unequal distribution of land and wealth.? 

1. Confedera¥ao Evang~lica do BraHil~ op. cit., P• 26. 
2. Cow~aittee on Cooperation in Latin America, Report on First Latin 

American Evangelical Conference, P• 5 • 
.5· Ibid, P• 5· 
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The girls coming out of homes where this philosophy is 

present are definitely, if unconsciously, influenced by it. Some 

of the girls have no religious concepts or experience. Others have 

a very limited view of the Christian life and its privileges and of 

the Christ who makes it possible. The whole conception of Christ 

is one of tragedy.
1 

He is pictured as an emaciated, feminine, dead 

Christ. 11 It is a picture of a Christ v1ho was born and died, but 

Viho never lived. 112 J:i'rom this tragic picture of' Christ there is no 

incentive to feel that he is a Living Christ in the world today and 

one vvho can help and guide in everyday problems and joys. 

~!any of the girls have a perverted idea of Evangelical 

Christianity. One of the reasons for this fact is their lack of 

knowledge concerning Evangelicals. Another reason is that 11the 

Roman Catholic Church combats evangelical work by spreading false-

hoods, and lies and even calumny in their pastoral letters, magazines 

and sermons, and at times instigates persecution and violence. n,? 

The Brazilian girl 1 s whole philosophy of life is essentially 

non-Christian. There are still litany influere es and characteristics 

of the African found in the Brazilian such as fatalism, superstitions 

and the tragedy of life itself. 4 'l'his very philosophy changes the 

purpose of life. Hwnan life is of little value. There is no 

l. John Eackay: The Other Spanish Christ, P· 96. 
2. Ibid, P• 110 • 
.?• Committee on Cooperation in Latin America, Report on First Latin 

.American Evangelical Conference, op. cit., P• 5. 
4. Confederag~o Evang~lica do Brazil, op. cit., P• 27. 
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incentive to try to better or remedy the status of life. These 

false concepts color every aspect of life. 

b. The Change of Certain Ethics and r~,;orals. One of the 

basic needs of Brazilians is a change in their etY,ical and moral 

concepts. The Brazilian girls 1 heritage has been lacking in these 

ideals. 'l'he Christianity which the Latin American k..7J.ows is divorced 

from the basic ethical teachings of Christ. Life is based on a 

philosophy of deceit. What one is is not so important as what one 

appears to be. At the Evangelical Conference held in Argentina in 

1949, emphasis was laid upon the need of L~king real, certain rr~ral 

values which are lacking in the Latin or Brazilian :;,uch as, truthful

ness, sinc·erity, and honesty in the individual and in society. 1 

Another of the most acute moral problems am.ong the people 

is the lack of purity and holiness in the home. 2 11A wife is not 

supposed to inquire into her husband's past and even after marriage 

his infidelity is condoned~ u.? These facts do have an affect upon 

the personality and reactions of the girls facing the problem of 

starting and establishing Christian homes. 'l'hese girls are usually 

loyal, self-sacrificing and virtuous. 4 One of the great problems 

facing the Evangelical churches anl schools is the setting up of 

standards and creating a nev.r conscience among the girls and boys as 

1. OoTILmittee on Cooperation in Latin America, Report on First Latin 
American Evangelical Conference, op. cit., p. 10. 

2. Ibid, P• 10 • 
.?• w. Stanley Rycroft, op. cit., P• 174. 
4. Ibid, p. 175• 
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to the value, importance, and responsibility of creating Christian 

homes. 

c. The Change of Attitude toward _!:!:ealth Laws. /mother 

basic need which confronts the girls and so hj_nders the progress of 

the Brazilian is a change of attitude toward health laws. Her 

thoughts, reactions and very philosophy of life have been influenced 

by the great poverty of the majority of the people a11.d the ignorance 

which accompanies extreme poverty. The sense of the impossibility 

of improvinz; the situation has had a definite bearing on her atti-

tude. Another concept \·ihich is hindering the very development of 

Brazil itself is that 11 intelle ctual -.vork is more di e:,ni:t'ied than 

2 
manual labor. '1 These problems challenge Evangelical ;,,iissions to 

bring out the practical teac<'~ings of Christ on the dignity of labor. 

2. Effectiveness of rhssionary Schools in Viev; of above stated JYeeds. 

With the kno;·.rledge that these needs are still facing the 

Brazilian girl, Christian educators desire to evaluate the progress 

of the Evangelical I.iission Schools in meeting these problems. It 

has been previously noted that the evangelical emphasis in the Pro-

testant idssion Schools varies. Some lay more importance upon main-

taining an Evangelical er:1phasis than others. Having considered the 

positive approach taken by two of the outstanding Evangelical schools, 

it was seen that they influenced each year only an average of six 

1 J - '1 . , .. - 1 -t "' ,.. '"'7 . Confedera c;ao T;~vange lea ao Drs.zl j op. cJ.. ·., p. c.. b-e.. • 

2. Cm:-;;,littee on Cooperation in Latin America, op. cit., P· ll. 
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to twelve students in making definite decisions for Christ. This 

leads one to question how effective tho ~.~ission Schools are in 

giving ti1e cessage of the Gospel. 

The effectiveness and the real influence prodv.ced by the 

:Evac12_;8lical Schools upon their students is difficult to judge in a 

tangible way. Many times it is far more effective than one realizes. 

i.~r. Rycroft has expressed it in the following manner: 

11No one can m.easure adequately the influence 
exerted by Evangelical schools on life, on character, 
and in the cmnruunity, throu,sh Jche spread of Christian 
ideals. These institutions have produced many of the 
finest people to be found in our J.Wangelical churches 
today. As institutions they have maintained a fear
less, and so~2etimes a costly, .. Viitness to truth and 
integrity, and have not only helped change the moral 
climate of nations, but have given prestige to the 
Evangelical r:1ovement, of which they are a part. 111 

EvangeU.cal s cbools are significant because they have an opportu.11ity 

to teach Christian principles and form Christian ci1e,racter at an 

impressionable age. 

0. Evaluations and Suu;estions for L:o re 

Effective_Evangelism among Brazilian Teen-Age Girls in 

hlission Schools. 

A brief survey has been made of the YJork done by the 

Evan.~;elical schools for the Brazilian girl. It is seen that in 

many ways these schools are meeting her problems and presenting to 

1. ','{. Stanley Rycroft, ou. cit., p. 145-6. 
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her the Gospel of Christ. Throughout this study one can understand 

why many of these proble::ns arise. Some suggestions will be men

tioned, to ma."k:e the schools more effective. hiany of these cannot 

be realized imm.ediately but over a period of time, many will be 

carried out. 

1. Evangelical Teachers and their 'I'raining. 

a. TI:ffectiveness. One of the most vital problems facing 

the Evangelical schools today is that of securing Christian teachers. 

There is no greater Christian influence in a school than that which 

is exerted by the Christian teacher. Her influence is both direct 

and indirect. If she is a vi tal Christian, her teaching is done 

with power and conviction. She is also the visible embodiment of 

the Christian truths v1hich are taug;ht and her indirect influence is 

at times greater than her direct influence. If her life does not 

agree v1ith her teaching, the pupils are quick to observe this and 

her Christian influence is greatly lessened. Hot only is this true 

of the Brazilian teachers, but also of the missionaries connected 

with the school. Many missionaries exert a strong Christian in

fluence upon the whole school. Where this is not true, standards 

and ideals for a Christian life are definitely undermined. 

b. Limitations and Weakness. In Brazil there is still no 

Christian college for girls where they nay receive their training 

in an evangelical setting. The teaching methods in Brazil are far 
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behind the accepted and approved modern methods. The effectiveness 

of a Obr istian school as an evangelistic institution is weakened 

because the new national Oh.r istians do not have a clear conception 

of what it means to be a true Obristian. Their enthusiasm which 

they manifest when they first become Christians, or the enthusiasm 

which a Christian teacher has when she first begins her work, often 

wears away and her effectiveness is greatly lessened. They fail to 

see the necessity of steady, faithful work. ii"any do not have the 

desire to assume full responsibility in their work. 

c. Suggestions. The missionaries have a great responsi-

bili ty in maintaining high Christian standards of conduct and the 

central emphasis of the Christian religion. They should, therefore, 

deal with the problems which arise in the schools in accordance with 

the highest ethical and spiritual teachings of Christ arrl in the 

Spirit of Christ. There should be no comproraises. Firmness should 

·be maintained in all instances, but with tact. i;!ore missionaries 

are still needed. The Brazilians, as an Evangelical Church, are 

still too young to take over all of the work~l It is important that 

Evangelical colleges be established so that a sufficient n~~ber of 

Evangelical teachers may be trained in an Evangelical atmosphere. 

Christian students should be encouraged to take up the teaching 

profession. Here again the ·missionaries should watch the growth and 

life of the pupils in the lower grades and as they study in high 

1. Eula Kennedy I,ong: Outlook in Brazil, P• 60. 
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schools be able to encourage those who are strong and loyal Chris

tians and who will exert a strong Christian influence to continue 

their preparation. As these students continue their studies in nor

mal schools a.nd colleges, there should be constant contact with them. 

2. Personal Work and Understanding of the Brazilian Adolescent Girl. 

a. Effectiveness. Many teachers realize the great impor

tance and value of their personal contact with the girls. This 

contact is in definit~ relationship to the effectiveness of her work 

provided that teacher has a thorough understanding of the Brazilian 

girl 1 s heritage. 

Each teacher who has a vital, personal relationship with 

Ghrist, herself, and knows His power to meet all of life1 s problems 

makes a definite contribution to the G11r istian growth of the girls. 

Unfortunately there are not enough of such teachers to exert such an 

influence upon the lives of all the girls. The greater the under

standing the teacher has of the problems which confront each girl 

in all her relationships both in the school and at home, and their 

Christian solution, the greater has been her influence upon the life 

of the girl. 

b. Limitations and Weakness. Because of the fact that 

many of the teachers are merely part time teachers, they do not know 

or understand the individual problems of the girls. 

Eany of the girls come from such distances that it is 

difficult for the teachers to know the ho;ne situation. There is also 
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a lack of interest on the part of many teachers to acquire further 

knowledge concerning the home conditions in the parts of Brazil from 

which many of these girls come. 

The evangelical teachers usually have such heavy schedules 

that there is little time left for personal counseling. 

c. Suggestions. Teachers should be made to realize and 

appreciate the main purpose of the '£vangelical school and the con

tributions which personal rounseling can make as a means whereby 

they can better understand the pupils and may then influence them 

to make decisions for Christ and live real Christian lives. The 

problem of heavy schedules and too little free time for counseling 

must be faced by each school and provision made for an enlarged 

faculty of Evangelical teachers with time left free for such work. 

3· Cooperation between the School, Church, and Home. 

a. Effectiveness. ·In those schools where there is a com

plete understanding and cooperation between the school, the church, 

and the family, there has developed an effective and challenging 

Christian environment,. The impact upon the pupil is greater where 

there has been such an understanding and mutual cooperation. Un

fortunately there are far too few adequate set-ups for such coopera

tion. 

b. Limitations and Weakness. Many times there is a mis

understanding between the pastors at home and the girls who attend 

the Evangelical schools because the pastors sometimes fail to 
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realize the aims and purposes of the school. Inaccessability and 

long distances often make it extremely difficult to produce the 

desired cooperation. 

c. Suggestions. When possible all mission schools should 

encourage an active and vital Sunday School which is a model in 

every way. This should form the pattern for girls to follow in their 

own home churchvvhen they return home to help •. The girls should be 

encouraged to participate in as many activities as possible, learn

ing methods and procedure. To broaden the experience of the girls, 

provision should be made for them to visit different churches to gain 

new ideas. The girls could help in Daily Vacation Bible Schools 

whenever possible, learning new methods and developing their abili

ties in leadership. Special classes should be provided to iTain the 

girls to know how to evaluate what they ba ve seen and observed. 

4. Literature and Visual Aids. 

a. Effectiveness. 110ne of the most valuable forms of 

evangelisx:1 in Latin America is literature in all its forms .....•• 

Li teratvr e has the advantage of being able to penetrate where the 

preacher cannot; it has permanence; it is at the disposal of a person 

when he ;vishes to give it his attention; and it carries the message 

to many who otherwise would not go to hear it. nl 

During these past years there bas been almost no Christian 

literature for young people. Hhen it has been obtainable, it has 

been eagerly sought and read. Although the Brazilian girl loves to 

1. Cormilittee on Cooperation in Latin America, op. cit., p. 20. 
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read, the scarcity of suitable reading material has linited her 

advancement and likevri se has limited the influence of kno·.vledge 

upon her. 

There is a new awareness of the effectiveness of visual 

aids in school and church work, but very little bas been done in 

this field. 

b. Limitations and '.'/eakness. There are few good books 

in the Portuguese language on religious subjects. Of these r:tost 

are translations from the Anglo-Saxon type of literature whtch do 

not appeal to the Latin temperament of the 3razil:i.an. 'I'here has 

been a scarcity of Braztlian l1'vangelical ·,vriters. L[uch of the 

literature available is too expensive to buy and added to this fact 

is another, that nuch of the literature published is not printed 

attractively. 

An over-emphasis on visual aids to the exclusion of other 

r:1ethods should be avoided. Care must be talcen in the use of visual 

aids to keep them as a ueans of conveying the truth and not letting 

them become objects of worship. 

c. Suggestions. kore materials should be rnade available 

so that when the student graduates from school and returns to her 

home, she rnay be able to secure adequate :naterial. Provision should 

be made to secv.re sarrrples of available materials for display pur-

poses at youth meettngs and special conferences. 1'hese night also 

be used in regular i::lunday Scl'J.Ool work and reli~ious club meetiags. 

These 9aterials should be kept up to date. 
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Provision should also be made in the curriculu.m for the 

evaluation of literature, movies, and radio programs so that the 

girls will have a basis on which to evaluate these after they leave 

school. Talented girls should be encouraged to write. stories for 

religious education and Sunday School purposes. Any girls showing 

real promise in this work should be encouraged &"ld helped either 

by the school or by the mission, to use their talents in the 

developme!Tt of this needy field. The use of various types of 

visual aids in classes to acquairrt. students and teachers with 

their use should be encouraged. 'I'o aid this, the production and 

use of nation..al visual aid materials, such as films, slides, 

flaD..nelgraph, should also be encouraged among church leaders and 

the church as a whole. 

5. gmphasis upon Christian Homes Incorporated in Home Economics 

Classes. 

a. Effectiveness. All Brazilian girls desire to have 

their o;'m homes. MOst girls come from homes where there is little 

Christian influence. In the schools 1ovhere the ideals of Christian 

homes have been seen in action or set forth by teaching, the girls 

have responded with interest and shown a desire to establish Chris-

tian homes of their own. 

To date only a srrall proportion of the girls have come 

directly under the influence of such teaching so tm t many have no 
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ideal other than that of their own meager home background upon which 

to build their homes. 

i1Iany of the teachers come from similar backgrounds and have 

not appreciated this ideal for themselves or their pupils. This has 

made it i·:npossible for them to present this ideal to the girls. 

In the few schools which have classes in home economics the 

practical aspects of home making have been effectively presented in 

these classes. 

b. Limitations and Weakness. The Ji.'vangelical schools run 

by missionaries attempt to make the schools as home-like as possible, 

but this ideal is often not shared in those schools which have been 

turned over to the Brazilians. They consider it a waste of time and 

space. In these schools at the present time there are very few 

departments of Home Economics. The field is new and as yet there are 

few trained, evangelical teachers. There are many girls who would 

still not be touched by Home Economics Classes, as many students 

consider this work undignified. 

c. Suggestions. Definite measures should be undertaken to 

develop an appreciation among the Brazilian teachers themselves for 

the need of attractive Christian homes and the schools 1 responsi

bility to educate the girls along this line. Through experience

centered studies in Home Economics the girls should be taug;ht the 

principles of home management especially including wise budgeting 

of the finance of the home, in which tithing is stressed. Classes 
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in child care present an opportunity to emphasize the tremendous 

responsibility which parents bave, especially the mother, in estab-

lishing a Christian home. Through contact with the girls in these 

classes working on special projects, there is added opportunity for 

the teacher to become better acquainted with the home life of the 

girl. In every way possible the dignity of work should be stressed. 

Emphasis should be placed on thoroughness and completion of work 

begun. 

6. He-evaluation of the Purpose of Schools (Quality versus Q,u.antity). 

a. Effectiveness. The Evangelical missions have made tre-

mendous strides in their developE!.ent. At the .li.:vangelical Conference 

in Argentina in 1947 one of the Brazilian pastors likened the growth 

of the Brazilian churches to that of a boy rrho had grown so fast that 

his clothes were too sw.all. One could say that many of the Evan-

gelical schools had grown in the same manner. Because of this rapid 

growth, there has been a tendency to sacrifice quality in both the 

educational and evangelical work in their attempt to help more chil-

dren. In those schools in which neither the educational nor Evan-

gelical work has been neglected, the results nave justified the 

twofold 1 • empL1a.SlS • 

b. Limitations and Weakness. Illiteracy is still one of 

Brazil 1 s greatest problems because there are insufficient and in-

adequate schools of any kind to accommodate the children. It is 

exceedingly difficult not to allow the existing schools to become 
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overcrowded. This necessitates the lowering of both the educational 

and Evangelical influence in the lives of the crlildren and so de

feats the purpose of the achool. 

c. Suggestions. Greater and more lasting influence v:ould 

be secured in the future if the school limited the enrollment, at 

least, in the boarding department to the number of girls to which 

adequate religious training might be given. In this program, 

allowance should be made for an adequate follow-up program after the 

girls have left the schools if the best results are to be obtained. 

7. Importance of the Complete Surrender to Christ. 

a. Effectiveness. There is no greater influence which is 

exerted on an individual or on society tllan complete dedication of 

life to Christ. 'rhose schools and those teachers which have not 

only stressed but accoro.plished this in the lives of their girls have 

succeeded in their main purpose. '!ihere the girls have not been l'ed 

to this decision there is far too often a reverting to former type 

of life. 'l'hus the work is often vmsted. 

b. Limitations and Weakness. In the past there has been 

a li:mi ted knowledge of wllat the ideals and practices of a Cbristian 

should be. The E.vang~lical movement l'.as grown so rapidly that many 

have become members of the church without the initial step of sur

render which precludes growth and raany others who have started in the 

Christian life bave been denied the instruction and Christian nurture 

to ensure grovvth. 
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c. Suggestions. There must be more emphasis laid upon 

the securing of consecrated Evangelical teachers. The students and 

teachers should be encouraged to participate in many religious 

activities and also social ones, to deepen their spiritual life and 

to develop leadership qualities and responsibility. Greater er:lpha

sis should be nc.ade upon the student to make decisions for Christ than 

has been previously done. 'l'he teachers and the Evangelical girls 

should be given instruction and help in developing and maintaining 

their own personal devotional life with Christ. Any leadership 

qualities shown by the girls should be developed as well as a sense 

of responsibility for providing Christian leac.ership in the churches 

to which they return. Hore youth conferences, retreats, and real 

worshipful experiences should be made available for their inspiration 

and development. In the case of the girls who are interested in the 

Cr.r istian message, greater encouragement should be given them to make 

an outward decision for Christ and to become a member of the Christian 

body which will give theill a sense of belonging and of felloVJship, not 

only to a local church but to the Church of Christ in Brazil and in 

the world. 

D· Summary 

From the background study presented in chapters I and II 

considering the historical background and the approach of the Evan

gelical schools, chapter III attempts to evaluate the effectiveness 

of these schools in meeting the needs of' the teen-age girl and 
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presenting to her the Gospel of Christ. It is practically impos-

sible to determine the results of the nission schools in nurnerical 

terrns. The spiritual growth and value can not be measured in a 

tangible way. The true value and effectiveness of the Evangelical 

schools must be considered in the light of an over-all picture. The 

irm11ediate and numerical results must be considered and given their 

true value. The intangible results also must be considered in this 

evaluation; such as, the influence of the Evangelical schools upon 

the life, and character of individuals within the conl'nunit;y, the 

far-reaching effects that Y!lany of its members have had in influen-

tial posi tiona in th0 comrmm.ity and gov ernmen:t in later years after 

they have left the schools. 

The last part of the chapter presented suggestions which 

should help to i.c!B.ke the schools more effective :Ln the future. 

t.1any of these conclusions carEJ.Ot be realized immediately. 



OHAPI'SR IV 

In the last century the grovrth of Evangelical mission 

schools bas been stupendous in all parts of the r:orld. In Brazil 

the Evangelical movernent has grown rapidly. L'lerle Davis speaks of' 

it as being the fastest growin;_:: eission field in the world. 

In rapid r;rovrth it is difficult to uroduce effective 

results of lasting quality and endurance. 'l'he schools have grown, 

doubled and tripled in enrollment. In man;:rof the schools there is 

a majority of non-evangelical students and with this grov1th there 

has been insufficient time, fu.nds, and facilities to secure and 

produce a sufficient number of adequately trained Evangelical lead

ers and teachers to corne into these schools. With this growth, it 

has led many educators to question the real effectiveness of the 

Evangelical schools. The question has been raised many times by 

educational 1 eaders as well as the lay people at home as to how 

L'vangelical are the mission schools. It was for this reason that 

the S.J.bj ect was studied, to determine the effectiveness of the mis

sionary effort of the girls 1 schools in Brazil in carrying out the 

aims for \·£1ich they ;7ere founded and in stuci.yin~ nore effective 

methods, to produce lasting results. 

(74) 
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In chapter I a stv.dy \'laS made of the l:istorical factors 

11hich have made up the Brazilian girl 1 s heritage. First nas con-

sidered the historical background of the Portuguese in Portugal and 

how these factors influenced their personality and character. The 

early colonial life of Brazil had its influence and left its inprin'c, 

as Hell as the later historical events and development of Brazil. 

'I'he second part of the chapter dealt y;ith the influence 

of the bo~::e on the Brazilian gir 1. The influence of the home and 

what it means to a 2irl is one of the most important factors in ,o • 

deterrnir1i:n.z; 11.o~v a rl ·.vill later r.'leet life1 s probler::.ts. A brief 

study vtas Y!tade of the early patriarcbal family system ·r:hich was 

characteristic of Brazil a.n .. .d the effect of which can be seen in 

ma:ny instances today. T;1e place of won!<:on in the early life of 

Brazil as well as their cl.1anEing status today v;as considered. All 

of these factors have left their imprint upon the Brazilian girl 

of today and determines why she reacts a.s she does. 

The third part of the ch9 pter considered the Brazilian 

educational system. Due to many difficulties encountered and a 

very cumbersome syste:m, the illiteracy a.11d lack of schools in 

Brazil is one of her most urgent problems. 

Before studyin[; the methods takell by the Evangelical 

schools in meetinz.:; the problems of the ;;irls, there must be a com-

plete study made of the influence and effect that Roman Catholi-

cism has had on the Brazilian girl. Closely related to the 
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Oatholi c heritage is also the J.Jatin temperament and the psycho

logical reaction of an adolescent girl to Evanc;elical Christianity. 

These pohrt.s were considered in the last part of this chapter r. 

In chapter II the approach that the Evangelical schools 

have taken to the Brazilian girl was studied. First the objectives 

of the Evangelical schools were stated. 'l'hese were evaluated as to 

their effectiveness in view of the girls 1 background which had al

ready been studied in chapter I. Next was considered certain posi

tive measures taken in the schools in carrying out the objectives 

of the schools. Finally, specific examples of two Evangelical 

schools ner·e cited as to their specific methods used in carrying 

out the religious emphasis within the schools. 

Ol:o.apter III was an evaluation of the Evangelical schools 1 

approach in view of the Brazilian background and environmental needs 

with a list of suggestions for more effective results in the future. 

The first part of the chapter dealt with problems and needs which 

still confront t'he teen-age girl of Brazil. NeXt the present effec

tiveness of the schools was considered, talcing into consideration 

the basic needs of the Brazilian girl. Finally, a list of sugges

tions was made which should be worked for in the future. The forn:a

tion of this list took into consideration her heritage, the environ

mental factors encountered today, and the existing basic needs which 

confront the Brazilian girl. 
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