






























































































































































































































































making Catholicism popular. Thus Cardinal Gitbons felt
that it was his duty to do all possible tc hecome popular
as a man. .Catholic authors suggest that the hest approach
to an interpretation of Cardinal Gittons is from the
breadth of his personality.l Moreover it should be added
that Gibbons'! popularity was not a temporary emotion in
the hearts of these who followed him, but a deep respect
which constituted an enduring popularity.

That he was successful in winning this deep
respect there can be little doubt, for upon the Fiftieth
anniversary of his ordination to the priesthocod in 1911,
he was honered in a most unusual way at Baltimore. First
of all, Gibbons was honored ty the presence of 20,000
people in the armory of Baltimore‘2 This in itself is
unheard of when it comes to honoring a churchman. Then,
to méke the occasion more unusual, President Taft, Theo-
dore Roosevelt and Governor Crothers of Maryland were the
main speakers of the evening.5 Many senators and other

leaders were al so present.

Following this great occasion, the Baltimore Sun

putlished the following tribute to Cardinal Githons zs a

personea

l. FKerty, William J.: "James Cardinal Givbons--:n Interpre-
tation®, The Catholic World, May, 1921, p. 153.

2. Mullany, ilo: "Cardinel,; Citizen and Fatriot®, The
Rosary kwgazine, July-Decembter, 1911, p. 7.

3¢ Ibide, P. 7.
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Cardinal Gittons is the most eminent and distinguished
citizen of Marylend now living. He is more widely
known than any other. His sympathies and his friend=-
ship have in no wise bveen confined to his own church.
They have emtraced the whole world, the whole people.d
As these estimates are studied, some shrinkage
gshould perhaps ve allcwed, for those who spoke them, like
Gibbons, were aware of the benefits of popularity. Yet it
must he admitted that Gibbhons was actually an extremely

popular leader in whom government officials and people had

reat confidence. Thus through personal popularity, Gibkons

[118]

found a means bty which the position of Catholicism was

strengthened in sAmerica.

2. Gibbons and Socialism

When the Socialists polled 402,283 vetes in the
election of 1904, Gitbons studied carefully the implications
of this trend in public opinion. He found that the great
majority of its adherents in this country were men of
foreign virth who had teen disappointed in illusions
cherished in their imaginative minds about the meaning of
that equality of opportunity which was the American ideal.a
Thisg faet disturbed Gibkons, for he saw in Socialism a

serious threat to the iAmerican governmental system which

he dearly loved.

l. Tvid., p. 4.
2. Will, Allen Sinclair: Life of Cardinzl Gibbons,
Pe 674,
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Therefore (ibtons prepared to throw the whole
force of Cathclicism ageainst the further progress of the
movement. He quoted encyclicals from the pen of Leo ?III
and interpreted their meaning to the American public. In
s0 doing, he was not only calling upon the authority of the
Roman Church, btut was also placing the Amexrican btranch of
Catholicism in the main stream of putlic opinicn which was
against the Jocialist movement. Cnce again he wus able to
hold fimly to a popular position which reassured all
imerica that Catholicism was in no way favoring Socialism.

It is also interesting to note that the ZEncyclical
Quod Apostolici Muneris, published by Leo XIIT in 1878, which
Gibbons gquoted and interpreted against Socialism, states
that Socialism, Communism and Nihilism are based upon the
same fundamental errors. These errors are traced back in
history and are said to have their roots in the Reformation.2
Thus in quoting the encyclical mentioned, Gitbons was not
‘only showing that Catholicism was opposed to 3ocialism, but
was also suggesting that the Protestants were the ones who
caused the evil of Socialism in the first place. While any
student knows that this view is unfounded, Gibtons' sugges-
tion undoubtedly furnished ammunition for popular argument
ané swayed many reople who were uninformed.

1. Ibid., p. 676,

-~

2, Hughes, fhilip: The FPopes' New Crder, p. 53.
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3. Growing Catholic University--Gibbons Hall
Catholic authors seém to be in general agreement
that one of the great triumphs of Gibbonsg' life was the
success of the Catholic ™miversity. 3By 1911, the University
had grown from a School of the Sacred 3ciences to a vast |
organization comprised of faculties of theology, philosophy,
letters and the sciences. The Teachers'! College was copened
in 1911. 3By 1914 the University library contained 100,000
vplumes exclugive of pamphlets.l
Thus in 1816, on the Silver Jubilee of the Uni-

versity, there is a note of triumph in the words of Gitblons
when he said:

The honor of the Church in the United S3States is

bound up irrevocatly with the Catholic University

of America, for it was founded not tc meet the

needs of a single diocese nor of any particular

section of the country, but to further the welfare

of religion in every dioccese, parish and home.,
The emphasis upon furthering the welfare of religion
caused one of the archbishops to say that Gitbons looked
to the Tmiversity to carry out his 1ife work which Was»to
tring the wmind of the Church to all the questions of the
age that it might be recognized as a light to the nation

3
and the world.

1. The New International Encyclopaedia, Volume IV,
"Catholic University of America", p. 689,

2. ©Shahan, Thomas J.: "James Cardinal Gibbons: In ¥emoriam",
The Ecclesiastical Review, May, 1921, p. 458.

3. Itide, p. 459,



Three years later Gibbons gave what proved to be
his final written estimate of the value of the University.
He wrote in the last pastoral letter that the Catholic Uni-
versity was designed to be a home of all sciences and the
common base of Catholic educational forces. Then he went
on to explain that he believed this to be true because it
was clearly understood how much a Catholic University of
high repute and influence could do toward spreading and
upholding Catholic doctrine.l ¥Yrom these statements, there
can be no doubt that the University constituted one of the
major'areas of Gibbons' triumph. This triumph was expressed
in a tangible way when the name of Gibbons was linked per-
manently to the University by the erection of Gitbons’
Memorial Hall in 1911. Thomas J. Shahan, rector of the
University, gave still more meaning to Gitbons’ Hall,
saying fhat it served to femind all of the fact that
Cardinal Gibbons was thg University's inspiration, support

2
and savior.

4, Public Relations

Thus far in this study, emphasis has been placed
upon the areas of larger activity in the 1life of Gibbons.
However, there were many smaller aciivitieg in which

L4 . L4 * L3 *

l. Gibbons, James: Pastoral Letter, September, 1919,
Ppr. 21=-22.
2. Shahan, op. cit., p. 458.
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Gitbons engaged that are also Worthyiof ncte. These
lesser activities undoubtedly grew out of his telief that
the forming of sound public opinion was an indispensatble
element in ecclesiastical SQOCGSSil

Some reference has already been made to the
fact that Gibﬁons won personal approval by his wamm,
diplomatic and polished ways, which Bishop Kelley des-
c¢ribed so fully.2 However, he alsc offended many by
his manner, for they felt that he was hiding his real
missicn. Those who mistrusted Gibbens warned that the
"namby-pamby" sort of Romanism set forth bty Gitbons and
and the Paulist Fathers was not the real Romanism.5 S0
his putlic relations were not always as convincing as
Catholic authors pretend.

Another element in the public relaticns of
Givbons which ghould be mentioned was that he was always
at work. Ceaselessly he went the round of all diocesan
institutions, cclleges, convents, orphanages, industrial
gchools, hospitals and homes for the poor. This is
even more gignificant because Gibbons was a frail man

5
who lived ever on the very edge of his strength. This

e * . L] L 3 L

l. Gibkons, Jamest Pastoral Letter, September, 1919, p.30.
2. ZXelley, F. C.: The Bishop Jots It Down, p. 52.

3. TPhillips, J. Ae.: Roman Catholicism Analyzed, p. 119.

4. GShahan, op. cite, p. 311.

5. Ibid., p. 308.
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priestly deveotion and genuine concern for people, even at
the risk of his own health cannot be denied. This quality
probably explaing to a,great extent the remarkatle love
which people had for him.l |

In the area of political putrlic relations, he
preached continuously on American pafriotism, on the se-
curity of the American Republic, on the American concept
of church and state, on religious liberty, on the share
of American Catholics in the making of the republic and
gimilar subjects.z When prohibition and woman suffrage
btecame political issues, he stated his views in simple
and mocderate language. In fact his moderation was said
to bte a result of his unemotional nature.3 Whatever the
reasens may have been, Gitbons held that prohibition
could never te enforced and that a statute aimed at
akolishing the use of liguor would be but a vain law.4
He was, however, in favor of local option on the question.
This was undoubktedly a popular view held in most Catholic

and city areas. Concerning woman suffrage, he was op-

posed to general sufferage for women, but in favor of

conferring municipal suffrage upon women who owned property.

L L 3 . L] L .

l. ©Shahan, op. cit., p. 30.
2. Ibid., p. 307.

b Evans, M. F.? "Cardinal Gibbons, American and Catholic®"

The Catholic World, January, 1923, p. 470C.
4., Will, A. S.: Life of Cardinal Gibbons, p. 456.
5 Ibid., p. 782.

5
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In the area of internmational relations, Gibbons
was algo active. He instituted in Washington an annual
Pan-smerican Thanksgiving service for the entire diplomatic
corps of theMWestern hemisphere. In 1911, he was invited
to offer prayer at the Third National Eeace’Congress, and
ingtead of praying he gave a three page address which
favored the signing of a treaty of arbitration between
Great Britain and the United States.2

Still other activities of the Cardinal included
a discussion on the immortality of the soul with Thomas
Ediscn; the offering of prayer at the Democratic National
Convention in 1912 and at the Reputlican Hational Con-
venticn in 1920; oppositicn to the principle ¢f national
ownership of public utilities and activities related to
religious and humanitarian groups.3 Perhaps his willing-
ness to give himself to all of the:-many smaller demands.

opened the larger doors of opportunity through which he

walked in ever greater triumph.
€. THE WORLD WAR CARDIVAL

l. 4Activities Pefore the War
After President Wilson was elected, Gibbons
made an informal call to convey his respects and give

L * L3 * L ®

l. Ibid-’ p. 7890

2. Gibhons, James: Arbitration Between Great Britain and
the United States, p. 2-4.

3. Shahan, op. citi,, p. 311.
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personal evidence of loyalty to the authorities of his
country which he loved. Iittle is recorded concerning
thig first visit except that it was short and involved
no intimate discussion of public affairs,l

There is little record of continued contact
hetween FPresident ¥Wilson and Cafdinal Gibbons uhtil
shortly before America was drawn into active conflict.
However, Gibbons was keenly alert to the possibility of
war and devoted much time and energy to laying the total
Catholic strategy to e used in case war did come.2
Emphasis was placed upon the activities of the Knights of
Golumbus and the Catholic Young Men's Union. Patriotism
was stressed among the foreign elements in the cities and
was effective because these groups had been largely Ameri-
canized after the Cahensly movement had bteen crushed.3

As attempts at bringing about peace continued
to fail, Gibbons, on July 23, 1916, his eighty-second
birthday, declared that universal military training was
necessary to safeguard the nation, build up its manhood
and further fuse its foreign strains.4 This pronounce=-
ment revealed the fact that Gibbons saw no possibility
of aveiding armed conflict. At first thought there seeums

L L] ® L[] . -

1. Will, op. cit., p. 791.

2. Kerby, W. J.t "James Cardinal Gibbons--in Interpreta-
tion", The Cathclic World, May, 1921, p. 150.

S« Will, op. cit., p. 744.

4. Ibid., p. 81l2.
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to be ne triumph possitle in relation to such a cqnflict,
yet for American Catholicism it was & rare opportunity to
prove conclusively that its followers were absolutely

loyal.

2. National Gutnolic War Council

When the program of military training began to
take concrete form, a meeting of the American hierarchy
wag called at the Catholic University. Under Gibbons
direction, many Catholic men were selected to serve in
an organization which was called the National Catholic
War Council. PFather Burke was elected president of the
Council.l The functicn of the organization was to assist
the govermnment by unifying all Catholic war activities,
by establishing local btoards for the same purpose in
each dioccese, by‘acting through the Knights of Columbus
and bty giving support to the welfare work for the soldiers
in camps.2

Perheps the most amazing part of the National
Cathelic War Council was the fact that it was Planned by
a man who was eighty-three years of age. Catholic authors
agree that Gibbons continued to see the value of new

endeaver and displayed a courage and understanding in

1. Ibid., p. 817.
2. TIbid., p. 817.
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respect to the War Council which would have honored a
man of forty.l He urged that the War Council be created
to safeguard the moral and physical welfare of Catholic
soldiers and suggested that the organization could Te o
used as a permanent plan of hierarchical reorganization.

Thug with an organization behind his words,
Gitbkons wrote to President Wilson in April, 1917, and made
the following pledge:

Our people now as ever, will rise as one man to serve
the nation. Cur priests and consecrated women will
once again win new admiration and approval.

Still later, when the United States actually en-
tered the war in 1918, Qibbons declared publicly that he
and smerican Catholics were ready to support their country
in any and every way. He wrote, "There must be no shir-
kers".

From these above statements the thought pattern
tehind the activity of Gibbons is revealed. He was dig-
couraged when a peaceful settlement could not be reached,
but when war came he set out to turn even the tragic

circumstance into a means by which American Catholicism

would bte benefited.

1. FXerby, W. Juot: "James Cardinal CGibbong--in Inter-
pretation", The Catholic World, May, 1921, p. 151.

2. Ivid., p. 150,

3. Gibkons, James: Pastoral Letter, September, 1519, p.34.

4, Walsh, James J.: Our American Cardinals, p. 114,
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D. THE CARDINAL'S IEGACY

1. National Catholic Welfare Council

S0 effective and beneficial was the National
Catholic War Council, that when hostilities ceased, the
suggestion Which_Gibbons had made previpusly wa.s acted
upen. The American hierarchy detemined to maintain
the organizational structure of the War Council for the
centinued coordination of Catholie forces.l

Accordingly, they grouped together under a
new name, National Catholic Wélfare_council, the various
agencies which would further the cause of American
Cathelicism. Basically there are four departments which
function under the direction of a powerful administrative
coenmittee. These four departments are education, social
welfare, press and literature,and social and lay activi-
ties.2 While all were active before Gibbons' death, he
spokeimpgt often of the education department and the press
department.

Gitbons emphasized,in 1919, the importance of 7
a strong Catholic press as a means of forming sound public
opinion.3 This emphasis grew out of a general belief
accepted by the American hierarchy that the Catholic press

L L * . L L]

l. Gibbons, James: Pastoral Letter, September 1919, p.35.
2. Ibid., p. 35.

3. 1Ibid., p. 30.



was one 0f the most potent of all instruments for the

teaching of Catholic truth because public opinion was
, ) , ; ST v 1

the chief factor in the structure of democratic socleties.
Pope Benedict XV expressed the saue view when he wrote:

A1l yvour notle works, all your grand efforts will
be destroyed if you are not able to wield the
defensive and offensive weapon of a loyal and
sincere Catholic press.

It is important to note in this connection that all of
the national press agencies ordered their reporters to
record everything which Cardinal CGibbons said. The only

other person so honored was the President of the United
3
States.

The department of education of the Nat ional Catho-
lic Welfare Council was originally composed of a director
and seven assistaﬁts. The purposes of the department, as
announced at the time of its opening, were as follows:

1. A clearing house of information concerning
Catholic education and Catholic education
agencies for Catholic educators and stu-
dents, and for the general public.

2. An advisory agency to agsist Catholic educa-
tional systems and institutions in their
development.

3. A connecting agency between Catholic education
activities and goverrment education agencies.

4. An active organization4to safeguard the interests
of Catholic education.

* L ] L * . -

l, Williams, Michael: "The Bishops and Cur Press"

. The Catholic World, March, 1921, p. 730.

2. Ibid., p. 732. :

3. Healy, Patrick J.: "James Cardinal Gibbens--1834-1934",
The EBcclesiastical Review, July, 1934, p. 13.

4, Mchire, C. E.2 Catholic Builders of the Nation, Vol.V,
P Se



Knowing thesge purposes of the department,»it is

alsgo important to know how these purposes were applied at

s conference held in February 1920. The following items

were specifically outlineds:

1.

5.

Secure complete information regarding proposed
Federal and State legislation affecting education,
and furnish such information to the tkishops,
school superintendents, supervisors of teaching
communities and others concerned. ‘

Undertake the work of educating the public,
Catholic and non-Catholic, upon the aims and
nature of Catholic education.

Gather and disseminate such information atout
the requirements in the varicus states respecting
the certification of teachers as may be helpful
to Catholic educators.

Urge the formation in each state of a Catholic
agsociation to ccoperate with this department
and with the Catholic educatiocnal association

in the discussicn and solution of educational
problems.

Devise ways and meansg of putting into effect the
recommendations submitted in September, 1919, in
the report of the committee of education to the
general ﬁommittee on Cathodiic affairs and in-
terestsg.

As a result of this department's work, text

boocks were prepared and selected for elementary high

scheols, teacher training mother-houses giving normal

training were organized, and lists of books were sug-

2

gesated for public libraries. Beyond this the depart-

ment organized Newman clubs at state universities and

authorized the publication of books which emphasized

Ld [ L L J - L]

2. Ibid., p. 225.



cnly the Cathelic point of view. Two such books were

¥, J. McCormick's History of Bducation and James <.

Burns' Growth and Development of the Catholic Schoel
Groy =

System in the United States.

From this brief sumsary of the activities of
one department of‘the ﬂationalAcatholic Wélfare Council,
it is clear that the organization formed by Gibbons in
the last years of his life was one of the greatest en-

durirg triumphs for the Cardinal.

2. Gibbons, Wilson and Benedict XV

Catholic records of the relations between Gib-
tons and Wilson supply very few details. These records
mention that Gibbons hecame the medium of communications
tetween Pope Benedict XV and Wilson in regard to steps
which might be taken to bring about peace.2 The com-
munications finally led to the suggestion by Gibbons that
President Wilson visit Benedict, which he did in January,
1919.5 The Pope, although he had submitted a peace plan
1o both Gemmany and the allies which had not been favored

by either, agreed to support the League of Nations which

1. McGuire, op. cit., p. 228.

2. Will, A. S. &t Life of Cardinal Gibbons,
r. 8C9.

3. Ibid., p. 832.
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1l
was proposed by Wilson. Benedict's support was given by

the following wordss:
It is certainly to be desired that all states, put-
ting aside suspicion, should unite in one league, or
rather in a sort of family of peoples, designed both
to maintzin their own independence and tc safeguard
the order of human society. ( -
Although little came of Benedict's support,
Gibbons undoubtedly epnsidered_it to be a great‘triumph
when Wilson personally called upon Benedict to enlist

his support of the lLeague of Nat ions.

3« Death of Gibbons

In November, 1920, Gibbons collapsed while
conducting a mass. He recovered only temporarily from
this physical collapse and was thus forced to spend most
of his time in bted or in a wheel chair praying in the
cathedral in Baltimore.sa Thile he was in bed during the

last months of his life, he requested that Von Holst's

Higtory of the United States be read to him. Shortly

before his illness he had read hiographies of John
4
Marshall, Thomas Jefferson and aAndrew Jackson.
Hig last public utterance was for the diocesan

paper, The Ral timore Catholic Review, and was entitled

. L L L L L]

1. Hughes, Philip: The Popes! New Order, pp. 265=-276.

2. Ibid., p. 261.

3. Kerty, W. J.$ "James Cardinal Gibbons--in Interpreta-
tion", The Catholic¢ World, May, 1921, ». 145.

4, Will, op. cit., p. 1031.



"The Conétitution and George Washington". 1In this article
the Cardinal reaffirmed\his faith in America and her in-
stitutions.l During his last days he had seven volumes
read to him on the United States Constitution and would
often stop the reader to comment on various articles.2

Concerning the state of mind of the Cardinal
Jjust before death, there is one statement which suggeéts
that Gibbons had a fear of death. He said, "Only God knows
what I suffer. Most gladly would I change my position
with that of the simplest child of the city."‘3

Fewg of the Cardinal's death brought a stream
of comment and praise from at least twenty nations and the
Aamerican Catholic hierarchy was quick to review the
triumphs of4the Cardinal and to present them to the Ameri-
can public. Bishop Shahan preached a long funeral semon
and publications carried pictures and full stories about
the funeral. This was as Givbons would have ordered it,
for it would be his desire that even the publicity of his

death should assist in the triumphal wmarch of American

Catholicism,.

l. BSmith, A. E.: Cardinal Gibbons--Churchman and Citizen,
P 212,

2. Ibid., p. 212.

3e Will, 0D« Cit-, P 1043,

4, Y¥erhy, op. cit., p. 144,



E. SUMMARY

In chapter four, emphasis has been placed upon
the triumphs of Cardinal Gibbons' finzl years. By means
of this emphasis, the remarkable strength of American
Gatholicism was shown and the areas in which its strength
regided were outlined. The evidence presented indicates
that its strength resided in at least four areas. These
areas includgithe popularity of its leading Cardinal,
its articulate defense of the American system of govern-
ment, its identification with American life and its or=-
ganizational efficiency.

These facts are significant since they reveal
that the one great objective of Cardinal Gibbons' life
was, 10 a large degree, attained. Attainment constitutes

triuwmph.
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CHAPTER V

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSICOHN

A. SUMHARY OF STUDY

The purpose of this thesis as stated in the
introduction was to discover the part which James Cardinal
Gibbons had in formulating and applying the strategic
policies which have teen followed by the Roman Catholic
Church in America. Thus the study has been limited to
relationgships between Cardinal Gibbons and Asmerican
Catholicism which Catholic authors have considered to
be gignificant.

In the first chapter the amazing variety of
his experiences in early life was noted and the singular
contribution which the mission work in North Carolina
and Viréinia made to his general point of view was
stressed. It was also pointed ocut that James Gibvbons
was a man of ability who devoted himself completely to
strengthening Catholics in their faith and to winning
non-Catholicsg to the Catholic faith. |

» Chapter two set forth the significant develop=-
ments in the life of’Gibbons as the Archbishep of Balti-

more. His training under Archbishop Spalding, the evidences

«90a



-100~

of his remarkable insight into the American point of view
and his exact knowledge of American history were related

to his leadership in the Third Flenary Council. The nature
and importance of the policies adopted by»the Council was
emphasized by pointing out the fact that those policies
formed a chart of the future for American Catholicism.

In chapter three the Cardinal's struggle on
hehalf of organized lator was thoroughly treated because
it involved his conviction that the time had come when
the masses were destined to rule. As a result of his
able defense of organized labor, it was pointed out that
the Cardinal became popular with the working people in
America. It was also suggested that tecause of his
popularity, he was better able to speak effectively on
various phases of the school question, the Cahensly
movement and war policies.

In the fourth chapter a view was given of the
strong and organized American Catholic Church which was
to & large extent, the result of Gibbons' leadership.

In relation to the strong organization, the establish-

ment of which was Gibbons? life purpose, it was stressed
that four major factors contributed greatly to the realiza-
tion of his objective. These factors were his personal
popularity, his direct defense of the American system of

government, his reorganization of the traditional Roman
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Catholic system to fit the American scene and his or-

ganizational ability.
B. FACTCRS WHICH MADE PCSSIBLE HIS INFLUENCE

Throughout the process of research, specific
conclusions, stated by Catholic authers concerning factors
involved in Giltbons?® great influence, have been recorded.
These conclusions have been carefully studied and it has
teen found that seven main factors made possible his in-
fluence. ihile these factors are suggested in the body
of the thesis, they deserve tovbe concisely stated.

Catholic authors suggest, either directly or
indirectly, that the following factors were involved in
Fibbons' influence upon the Roman Catholic Church in
America.

1. He did the ordinary and expected things
superlatively well.

2. He was born into a crowded and changing
time-~a time which gave opportunity for leadership.

5. His literal tendencies made him willing to
lay aside tradition, when, by so doing, he could strengthen
American Catholicisme. This libverality accounted for his
occasional boldness.

4, His keen interest was in people, not in

abstractionsg. This interest preserved him from theolo-
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gical remoteness from life, guarded him against the use
of techniczl language, quickened his interest in biogra-
phical history and at the same time kept him in vital
contact with popular movements among the masses.

5., His organizational vision enabled him fo
weave Gatholic organizations into the fabric of American
institutions. His practical and systematic mind was be-
hind the formation of the National Catholic Welfare
Council.

6. He lived a remarkably long life. He lived
under twenty-two presidents of the United States, through
three wars and finally became identified with the American
scene.

7. His utter devotion to Roman Catholicism
gave him a constancy of purpose and a persistence which
nothing could break. Hig religious devotion outlined his

goal and motivated his action.

C. SIGNIFICANCE (F INFLUENCE UPON CONTEMPORARY
ROMAN CATHOLICISH IN AMERICA

Whenever Catholic authors of the present day
refer t0 Cardinal Gibbons in their writings, it is usually
in relation to something which he accomplished or initiated
which continues to be beneficial to contemporary American

Catholicism. The following areas of influence are those
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mmost freéuently mentioned in contemporary books and
articles.

1. The most gignificant influence wielded
by Cardinwl Gibbons upon contemporafy Catholicism was
undoubtedly his pOpula:ization of the Catholic faith.
This he accomplished by means of personal infiuence, con-
sistent and systematic propaganda and practical identi-
fication of American Catholicism with popular mass movew
ments. Thus he combated popular prejudice by displacing
it with positive content. The contemporary result is
that few people see any danger related to the growth of
Afmerican Catholiciam.

2. Cardinal Gibbons also influenced contemporary
American Catholicism by directing the initial organization
of the National Catholic Welfare Council. This Velfare
Council has functioned with increasing efficiency since
it was established and hasg served both as an organ for
gathering information and as an instiument for bringing
about unified Catholic action in every area of American
life. |

3e Another area of Gibbonst® influence, which
is frequently mentioned by non-Catholic authcrs in relation
to contemporary American Catholicism, is to be found in
American political life. Gibbons was a Catholic pioneer

in American politiecal life during his early years, but
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bvefore his death he had so completely mastered thg tech-‘
nique of integrating religious and political affairs that
he set a pattern of procedure which iswstill followed in
a general way by the American hierarchy. These facts are
substantiated both by the writings of Catholic authors
consulted in the research for this thesis and by the
documentation from Catholic sources included by FPaul

Blanghard in his book entitled American Freedom and

Catholic Power.

It is hoped that the findings presented in this
thesis will serve tc inform and arouse further a Protestant
leadership which will take seriously the growing power of
American Catholicism. Perhaps Protestantism should te
instructed by Givbons' strategy and should adopt his
positive principles. If this is done, much of American
Catholicism will be displaced by &« positive and dynamic

Chrigstianity.
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