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IWCRODUC I

le Sbatemend of Thesis.

*Speaking senerically, oducation sisnifles $he swe fobal of
processes by means of which a community or social grous, vhsthor small
or large, tronsmits 1is acguired power znd aims wilh & view bto sscupr-
ing ita own contintous growth and axiatenm."l A systematic snd phil-
osophd el view of the history of this transmisaion and the offec! of
the acquired power and alns of one age upon the succseding pneration
during the Intep~lestament reriod iz tie object of this thesis,

“1f philosophy is to camplete its consiructive work, it mal
bring the course ol human histary within its survey, ard exhibit the
sejucnes o evenls as an evolublon in which the purposive amction of zea-
son is traceable.” . broad view of history is tiat it is the story of
ecugation or the culbure of the humen rece. The thoughits tial develoned
this culture in such & purpssive manmer, as directed by the tveat “ceaon®
t0 accauplish s divine plan, are o bhe traced throuch oue of the nwst

; outstanding pericds of nistory.

Pe Bxplanation of terms:
(1) "Culture® will hore be used in iis Lroadest sonse io
inelade those refining clements in each gewsratios which develop op
improve the race or lend thomsslves to the mweeparation of toe world fax

the First Century imo Doadni.

1, "“duecstion” by John lewey in the Cyclopedie of .ducation {‘iemroc,.
Ze “"Piilosophy” by Andrew Seth Iringle - Patiison, smeyclopedia
Sritanpnics ~ Vol #MI,

% This expression is tie outgrawti of my philosophy of Cod in Uis o~
lation W the universe that: He is he Creator snd Sustuiner of the
Universe: He is 8 rersonntity and because o is o Yorson Las a par-
pose or plan for end in wiat He has croated,



(2) The Inter-Testament Period is gemsrelly considered to
oompose the aix centuries preceding the dirth of Christ, although many
aunthorisies mie the pericd very much shorter because a later date i
frequently attriduted to the writing of the beok of Daniel. For all
preotical purpeses it is usually dsted fram the fall of Jerusalem in
866 B. Co As sush 1t shall be considered here. Thexe has been little
writien uwpon this pericd with the Inter-festament euphasis. The material
mst be gathered from varions sources and all brought t0 Year upen the
:mozmaommxouummmuwmmwtmw

. trivution of any sge by axy mation t0 the world - Jesus Christ.

{(3) The term, "Edwcational Background™, as given in the title,
fncludes all those factors in religiem, society, formal education and
literature that econtributed to ths cultural development during this
Period. The Pirst Century was the heir of the preceding ages and was
prepared by {ts ivheritance $o receive the Chriss.

S. Plan of Procedure.

Following & hrief resme of the histery of the Inter-Testa-
‘memt Poried, special exphasis will be placed wpon the qevelopment of
the religicus, social, sducaticml and literary xtreﬁtMnmin
relation to the Jowish mtion as it came into contact with the Persiaa,
' Gresk and Roman peoples. The political situasion of s country is the
oradle whick holéds in it these various phaces of matiomal development.
The manner in which these aspects of life are murtured is gonerally é&o-
termined by the protection they receive. ‘These fislds wore gliven quite
difforent treatments by Palestine, Fersia, Egypt, Gresce and Rome.



4, Importance of Subjoct to Understemding of:
(1) ‘Teechings of Christ.
an wnderstanding of tis slx centuries preceding tie birth of
Christ is nmecessary far an apgreciution of ell the centuries ihat have
followed. Ons gemeration camot bs rishtly undorstood unless it is
interpreted in the light of all those that have momo befors it. The
best and most prominent thmght’af each gsneration was gathered to-
sothor t0 fomm & very potent fmetor in the teoachings of Jesus and ithe
ideas of those whom He taught. (o Led a new and diffoerent ressagze for
the world, but it was couched in the axymasions end customs thal the |
poople of lds day had acquimd Trom the pkast., |
(S) Condition of the lcopnle durins the Tire of Christ.
| The condition of %he peopls to whan Christ rinistered auing
tho pariod of s Incarnction wes the Tosult of the thoughts and the
emn% of tho preceding @mmtiom. Theoy were not & noew race wiih
styange ideas bub were the product of a wnigue racial endowsent plus
the rich heritage of the nations with whon ihey had come into contact.
{3) The iapostolic Church: 7
: 'ﬁm Apostolic Church was ithe erystallizatior} of the tam%éncias
that wré eontributaﬁ by the great mtions of the mcisss‘b wrld, The
litearary, oducational and social accuisitlons nlus the purifying and
ennobling influeme of Christ Tormsd the basis of the greatest rellgion

in the world.



I, GELAL HESTUHIC DUVOLOFLUT, S500wt 3.0.

1. In Capilvity:

Jerusalem was destrayed in 5896 D. C. This was the tine wien
fabylon rulsd the world. Torsis was rising to the loading place smong
the nations, Groece was under the sway of tyrants, snd tue early mon-
archy was at its heizht in Rewe. The lishrew people were tokes to a land
uhare me:; nad Yo struggle 1o retain their identity. They absorbed meny
of the social customs of the Labylonians and Persians sni the culture of
the land of their Toreed adoption did muck to develop tuelr inteollectual
and rellgious life. what the exact effect of this contact upon the lives
ol the liebraws was is very uncertain. Judging fran the 137th Psalm we
would come Yo the conclusion that the 1life of these people in capiivity
wesa one of persecution; bdut all the unhappiness of those who wore tiue
to their natiomal religion cannot be attributed entirely to their captors.

By the year 550 D.C. the Persians bhad absorbed the smaller na-
tious sbout them end were preparing to sirike the deati blow, politically
upon the Semitic t';orld. in 539 B.Ce Cyrus came from the north and ina
J few months had the estire Dabylonmian emgife under his conirol, The Indo-
Turopean race wes now to be the greatosi power in hisim. The band of
the Semibte was loosened al thaet time., The life of the Hebrew people was
henceforth under the relgn of a different race. The policy of Cyrus fo
make tridutaries oi his subjected countries and his religlous sympathy
for the ipbrows were the factors that influenced him in permitting them

to return to the lend of tholr fstiers in 530 Be C.

8e Sixth Century.
{1) Palestipe:
They had no institutions or reafy-made civilization to depend

upon as when they were btoken away ceptives. The land Yo whick $hey re-



&

turned was dre&.’ e wao,lwe. The Tasple tiat wes the centre of umir
coremoninl life was destroyed. TLe wells of %neir capitul wore broken
down, Their priesthcol was without power., Thelr molicnal life “wd to

be reeomstructed upen tie busic of their national veligion wiich had been

kopt allve durin; tie Indle. Tho oubslanding lesdor of ilhe thue was

‘em‘:b@'bel under wl.cse losdership the Jouple was rebulli. The laiter
pert of 3his contury was marked by e peviod of deteriaration and o shrus-
gle agninst the aurmun.i.ng mtions, |
{2) OCreeccua:
| in Gyeece the siith cenbury was especielly narked b:z t‘ué. ro-
Torng 'af Sclone. The foundations for a democracy wero laid, slaves were
fmed and so the socisl 1ife GaTeloped, aebis were cuueslled ernd in do-

ing so the econanic life of the people wes stuvilized. The inteliectusl

life ol the nation wus progresasing throug: a sysierm of philosophy that

was yot in its Tormmitive sisge. .%Zdueatisn wus & vital part of national
asigvence and mwm attention was given to s,e:c’sé* 1 phases of it. The boys

were trained in a zmal'w&y to teke parid in Grecian affairs; the girls

were taught the srinciples of douestic work. Thus one lived ome's own

lii‘é m‘ accordance Lith bhe well-boing of the stato. o

{00 Lome

Tione was u@g;.nni.& 50 soscrd ivself ond bocoa felt among the
DpuRers o LLe esrsh. The trite or fmally was 5iill the ce.ﬁara ¢f goveriie
mont but there was a tendency toward unification wnd the estublishment
of citiss. 3ach child was sta%m’ nroperty aad nis educstion was directed
towand one goal, the glorification of the state. Tils was offen accom-
plished thmuéh a narrow bub rigid course of study, together with a fom

of amperor worship in conuection with the political life. & nucleus was



formed upon which would be slowly but Timly tuilt tho superstrueture
thet would ome day be the protector of Clristiamdby.

de  PAifth Century,

(1) Pelectine:

The fifth century was the close of the C14 Tostomend Dapiod,
The roots that Lod heep tmnﬁphmteé in She sixth confury pusted Yhmm~
aolves out of = chaotic eoa:.«:litim ad beomms o Mving tl.mg; The hig-
tory of the atbennt of the Jews to reploge the 0od of iioir folhors in
the “land of Promise” afior this ezilec fomis one of *he oot intorcob-
ing pages of history, The sixth contury Lefors Chriet witnesssd 1he re-
turn from captivity; the PIf4h sentury tolls of tae rebullding of <he
material thiags and the re—establiﬂmmst of the morel and relirsious life.
Jzra was the reo-orgonizer of tho law, H» was the pedazosue af the »eo-

- ple ds they atrugsled to regain their netionsl stability. vhen the peo-

‘ple Tirat began to resettle thelr old hame land, they were relidous en-
thusiasts; dut as friels arose from vwithin and wars from without their
omn zroup their relistous encrgy ?:»ecsms 'anfeeblaﬁ. lighemiah's visils

| tended o give thenm encowra zoent for a while: the m:;zzhga of ialach
spurred thar for a tine; men like Momdecal and wommm 'of flod such as wes
isther, ?zalpéd to urkold ithe mornle of the people hul the offort seamed
alroat Datile durins these hours of Gepression. The mu@m 1ife of
the peaple was promcicd in the aynacorue where %the sérvica eousisted of
myer, praise and ths reuding and exposition of the Seriptures, Pales-
tine a5 very sparsely sebtled., The socisl and Intellectunl 1life cen-
terod in Jerusalenm, a eity with @ popalation of téﬁ thousané people. The
court life of the Persian emiscariss was prac-tically the only color in

those drad days.
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(2) Pporsia: ;

At this paz-ied the Persian empire roso to its z»:;ei;;zw and zmé
gaﬁ its era of decline. Its coatribution toward Lhe Tirss contury Aels
wes thet of a protecetor of thke strugsling Jews in tie sixth century.
Da:ins. Yerxes snd Artazerxes soucht to extend their ‘gir.gaon but they
were careful to ;suaxd thils amall section of the world because of its
atrategic situation.

(;’:) Greecs:
Just as tae glory of Persia vas wmxim;;, {ireece Decane the
political s*bai' that was rising brighter asd tigher upon the horizon
of history.' This cantury was ms:kad by the age of lericles., Oreclian
thought was the ruling facter uf tho pméiod. The sophists cmxsiééred
thmsel#es tfm school mmeters of the né:kicn.l They *mré held in cheek
by Jocrates and lato #hoy pi*ateste& against the radical ideas that wore
taught by thes. This ace of Pericles was the factor that, aside from
the actuai events of Jewish history, had more influence upaﬁ the forma-
tion of ‘chrxatian thm:;ht than any other one i::ariod in the hisbory of
any cmmtz'y;» Tis masterful philosopiy Vwas bnly mace possitle because
of ’the beautiiul, :eich and flexible Greek l&.nmmge. ’E:E}v& enitural 13,55
' oi‘ tim people was axpmsaéﬁ by such men as Thidias, Pél:mwtua, sepchy~-
lus, Sog&iacl»s, Puripides and {iaroclntua. | During this wn*:.m the bai-
tles of Plataes, k?;i’:arathon, Thﬂmpylae and mlamis declared that %the
*.woﬂd power had gmm from the iast and should heneoforth be centered
in the ieste The Groeks had mrotected their civilization and were free

ta’&evelop it as they chose, Through thoir colonies this culture was

sent 1nto many reglons.



(¢) Rome:

The fifth century wrought a groat chamge in Homen life, The
patzician and the plabeey groups were struggling for supremacy; the
Republic came iute dedng; the plodbesns boomme powerful; and finally
in 404 3,0, the Trilunes and Counsuls took entire charge of govern~
mental effeirs, For the rirst tize in histary the people dewmmnded a
writton law end in 440 B.C. was grented the first great Magua Charte
for social and political fresdom., This resulted in the fusiom, to 2
largs extent, of the dlfferent classes of people. The individusl wes
begimning to be julged upom his omn merits regardless of his ancestors
or social poaition. The basis of a system of lavw was given that should
80 develop and reach out that for generetions it eould hold within its
gresp the entire civilized world., This pramised pretectica for thoss
who should 1ive in the first Christian gemtury.

4. Yourth Century

(1) ralostize:

Persia had wrested ths power of the Zast from the ledes. The
mhﬁmmummwmutmcmmhwammum
of the %est, ineluding Pelestine, should rewvolt sgainst Persia. The
1tttle country of the Jews deocamc the battle ground of the ages. It was
the pethway between the Bast and the Vest and offered & splendid place
for the mesting of the military forces of the world, Hard as it was upon
the Hebaewn, it elso had its aiventages for them. The soldiers carried
ﬁwmmmmmmmmwtmmummandtmm
mmtmmmuofmmm.ntmmmmwmim
them, mmuwthaumaf:mmmma.c.maum



tion in 312 B.C., the pecple became mors firmly united., The econten-
tions on the inside wers largely overpowsred by dengers from without.
4 fealing of mutual iAnterest wes crested among them and they scon do-
Wamﬁmﬂwm:m%thﬁh&ﬁmwm”
was very insouspicucus. Their thoughts were sll unitod in their hope
for the promised Deliverer. This developed the power of the prisst-
hood and increased their devotion to the law, logalism and ethicel
culture met in thelr religion and many of the priests snd keemest minds
of the times exercised theuselves with deep and kuoity peoblems. The
- Gresat Sohism betweern the pure Jow and the Semevitan which resulted in
the estadblisiment of a temple on M. Gerazin about J20 B.C. was the
most notadle of internal troudbles, It is during this period that we
first hear of those tws factions that were to play such a great part
during the life end timo of owr Lori ~ the Pharisees and the Sadduccees.

(2) Groscs.

The power of the Mecedoniaps rose to such a height thet they
becams the rulers of the world., Thedbss, Sparta and Athens, with ell
. thety social and religious cultuve, with all their intense patriotie
spirit had been mastors. The powsr of Hellas wes gredially united under
Pidlip and then under Alexander until it beceme the diggest political
powar in the world. It is not uwmmsual to commect culture with comquest.
Alexsnder the Great had onee been a pupil of Arvistotle. He wmaa 8 ro-
Mdmwlmwhuammﬂasmmmthmntthu
cams into conteet should slso feel the influence of that culture. As
his stmies sent throughout the world, comguering and Vo eanguer, they
took with than the langusge and litareture of Greece. It was Wt Alex-
m'smwywmmbmmmmmmawtmmum



with which ke came into contact, mwmammmhm
‘mm«ma. ammzwmmwmmma
the dbasls of education. Jo, the damfall of Greex soclety aud natioral
110 proved to be the moons of sywosding thelr infiuemce. Tae world
wag being mnited unde: ons sultwre and ane aystem of thought.

{3) nome: |

Over on the Itallan Penirsula a groat internal change was tek-
fug pjace. The plebeans wom o complete vietary over tie patricians in
the eerly part of the contury. In 390 B.C. the Geuls cams down from the
north and sacked Rome. 3ul those blonde barberiasus 4id mors than o~
‘ stroy,. ‘E«w broaght =ith them a new vigor that did great thivgs mmong
the native peopls. Thars mwas 5 gemswal polities) fusicw, the licinian
laws of egualization and tho second politiesnl reform united ths country.
The Semmite Wars contimued from 343-200 B.C., Toward $he exd of the cen~
tury the latin cities revolted end Rtrusea fell. ¥hils all these polit-
ininmgy&mammm‘meuMmm-
memmmmunmw. They were beginning to feel
the effect of Greak culture. These sturdy, pactical "Barbariens® were
‘;mmammth@mummmmmmgwaﬁm@
the Gresk religlon; that thotr education and thought lacked much that
the Greek poasessed; lhence, thoy ssmrched for the betier olsmeats in
their neighbor's civilization.

{4) syria end Egypt:

Syria and EZgypt witnesssd the founding of two grest dymastics
within their realms -- the Seleucidas 512-250 B.C. and the Ptolamies
SZI=2SA BaCe Mmeltymm&ameWsom‘
inTluence upon the life and thought of the Christian world, «




wma.c. Meﬂﬂhmﬁwbyth&aﬁmm&w&emutuu
mmrmmdwmmm,mﬁa.mmm

| 5. Third Cemtury
{1) Palestine: : | | |

| 'mwmasmammmwmm
mms.&.muummmmm«wmm“mmm
mmz.mm mmmmmwmuw~
m‘zmmwmmmammvmgm@mmm‘
mmsatmmmmmmdmagMamw. m
mwummmwwwammuﬂmummm
Mnotanmam mmmmwmmumm
mmmetmwmmmwm,mmmm»,
m»«:mmwmm:m&mmwzmm
'maﬂtmwamm,mmmmm
_ the 7ride of tho educational world and the centws of scholastic pursuits.
‘.;thmmmm&mmmmmmmmm
,‘Wmmw. m:mmmmmmmwmmmm
,MWWWWthmmzmMaﬁsm - The
Wmt!nmtmﬂhwmsﬁm. muuwmxwm

QOmmwm:mummmtrmemmm
atmmmmtmummzmnw. maym@dmmawzm
Wamwﬁmxmmmmmmw

mﬁmamwmwmmﬁwﬁ



{2) Oresoce:

The political power of Greece wes twokenm by Rame in 275 B.C.
It mst have devs regarded as s calamity by smny netions; but, as it
tamm.ztuutm‘.mmmmmammumc
oulture to the world, The philosophy end civilization of Greecs quickly,
though quite unconscicusly, decams the ruling pover of Goman life, Nome
was the politieal mester, tut the intellectual servent.

{3) nome:

The first and second Punic Vars, the Callie inwvasion, ani the
last of the Smmite Ware characterized the Third Cemtury in Rume. Italy
finally became united and Rome begen to reech out toward new territory
$111 1% had Sicily, Spain, and Carthage within its domain. These patioms
wore governed for the first time through the provincial system which later
pweved to be the protection of the world. Ram wes connocted with these
varioua provinces by means of a large navy and roads, ocne of widch was the
femous Via Flaninia.

{4) Syria and Dgypt: |

Syria end Agypt were important in this stresm of affeirs in
proportion as they protected Palestire, This little dountry was a checker
ploce upon the board of might. The country in power was the country that |
had its welfare in cherge. The intermarriege of the Ptolemy end Antiochus
femilies beosne a fagtor in the politieal life of Isruel during the sev-

oral centuries that followed.

8, GSecond Century

{1) Palestins: |
The religious ond politieal bonds that hed deen formed in the

third cantury wers a dasis for the Wisdom literature of the succeoding



yours, for a striet ritualim propegated by e Hellerndzed priesthood,
Mammtmmﬁwmmm During the
relgn of Aztiecdwms Spiphanes who was #he arch-enemy of the Jews, these
bands ware tested to the utmset end proved to v & greet factor in sav~
ing the natiam of the Jews from destrustion. The people were -ubjected
to intense persecution ead mich of their politisal and religiovs freedon
was taken from them. In 170 B.C. intiochue besioged and captured Jeru-
salem, There followed years of bitternoss wdbich ceaused the Jows to re-
volt under the leedership of Judas kaccaboas and estadlish a semi-inde-
pondext state. This wes the first time sinoe 58S B.C. that the Jews
could actusliy lay claim to pertial freedom, The power of the state lay
mm_mwmmmmmmamamm. Finally they
_ began to fear their enoudes =nd mighty Rome, so decided to form anslli-
anee with that city as a matter of motestion. During this semi-inde-
peulent pericd the Jews ware able to restare much of the dewage that had
been wrought by Antiochua. Their religion spreed rapidly and thedr les-
sienic hopos began once mare to riss, The priesthood under Jomsthen re-
colved the sanctiom of Rome and prospered. Simon becams the hereditary
High Priost and mads many advances towsrd the coneolidgtion of Judeisa.
Bobn Hyrcsmne virtually had estadlished political inddpendence but was
the cause of mch internal disturbanee. Even though the social lifs of
the Jows ever tended toward Hellemis clvilizstion and the people lived
ummw;wmpmmwmm
divided the religlous thought of the people and legalized Judaism - the
poople were obls $o maintein thetr mational charasteristics end their

religion.



{2) nhoms:

mﬁntamm::aenqmtofmﬁiﬁnzﬁmxﬁmmtmv
Mought under her domains. The culture of Home was Grecian, S thor-
mwmmmmm,nnmmmumam
that hor thoughts were gulded by Oreek philosoply. Bome had indeed be-
came the proteetar of ho world's greetest civilization. “And it was the
Ramen genius for argenization that institutionalized a despised religlous
sect and expanded 1t into the pomition of the grestest warld religioa.
If Judaims Dumnished tho warld with exalted religious ideals, amd if from
Helloniam come striking intellsctual and agthetic comcepts, the imstitu-
tions for realizing the idesls cams from Rome.™t

?, First Cantury
{1) Pelestine:
The world has never witnessed greater miliglous parsecution
them that of the first century preceding and following the birth of
Christ. Jerusalom wos teken by the Roamns in 65 B.C. The seml-inde-

. penience of 163-5% B.C, wan destroyed forover. The oivil wer of 78 D.O,

cnly helped to meke conditions woree. In 40 B.C. the Mthuerchy wes es-
toblished and in 80 B.C. ths pation wss gowarned by ihe teldrarchial
gysten. The tetrerchy was composod of those yepicns of Jerusalem,
Gederie, Gilsad, Jericho, and Calilee. Two lagal groups came into ex-
Sistemre at this time thst vere prominemt in the first Christicn century ~
the Herodian Dynasty and the Senhedrin. One of the most ironical acts
in histozy wes the rebuilding of the Temple dy Herod., It wms duill to
cultivate political satisfuction and not from any high religlous motive.

1., FF.oraves -~ “A Student's History of Zucetion” - p. 41



But the peojla could not be seiiafisd in thot menner. The persecution
end the idolatyy caly servod to reiss their lessianic bopes. They
found camfort in the prophots that the Lessieh should be of the line
of David. S5till greater hope for the conswmation of rrophecy in the
paar future was fogud iv the book of Dendel. The nstien, surrounded dy
81l ths Greek and Rumsn superficialities, bad but ome desire - tho ee-
teblishment of ths kingdam of David through tio lbssiak,

{2} Home:

By this tine Romo was indeod ":Hisiress of the Varid®, dut she
wes quite perplexed over bher own intermal affairs. There was & repudb-
Iean fom of govermami from 133-G1 D.C. from which the nation merged
into an empire. The social wor of 9189 3,0, creetod a greator musher
of fres men or freed men and equalized Italy. Sulls beceme dictator in
82 3.0, and terrorized the world by hiz proseriptions. Pompey was mede
sparar in 70 B.C. and gave emperor worship a very pmrominent place in
mivate and pablie affairs, It was this abominable practise thet cansed
80 much persccution sgainst the Jews end later sgainst the Christiems. A
_more peacsful era was ushered in when iupustus Caeser escemded the throne.
There wez & poach st that time that the world hed not folt for years.
Looking bock at that time it seems 85 thoush the whole world were welt-
inz in anxious expectation for some great event., It was; but it &id not
knov what thet event would be,

The Moditorrensan world had decows the sest of clvilization. 411
foms of culiure vore oxyrossed by every leadin: city. Rome, Carthage,
Alesandria, Tiberies, /‘thens, snd Jerusalem emphasized many different phasen
of art, acience and vreligion, One part of the warld wes kept in touch with
all the other sections by means of the Romen nevy and roads, protected by
lomen soldiers snd spoke in the langwge of the Ureeks. 4t 20 grevicus
time in histery had the pesoples of the eexrth been 20 united.



1. Soclety.
Fajrweethar feels the influence the ceptors of ihe Isreal-

1tes had upom them from the years 50G-536
sstimated. In view of the fact thet practically every phese of thetr

B«Cs bas been ;restly over-

11fe wes vitally affected, that there ware meny changes in emphoses

in thelr coremonies, and thot they recelved a naw standard of thos velue
of their own religious snd politicel existemce -- the Caplivity, with |
all its ezperiences must have exariaod a powor far more atirr&ngtvm
would have beem possible by & superficial contset. |
Ve hewe no definite Mmﬁim in regard to tha Wﬁiﬁﬁaﬂ

dtastribution of the Febrews in Bedylemia, They may heve lived in col-
cules e have been segregated amd 5o have iad closer combact with the
poople of that country. A4As their more intimin life wes touched - o5~
pectally in religious matters - they wewe cuverned hy lealers of their |
own people.}  They had better mrotection and wers more comfortable
sconcutoally than the Hebrows who had remmined in Palestine, |

. Their outward condition wos good. Thoir fumily 1ife was hepry,
my t1llsd the soll, were thrifty end beceme mxm.ﬁ Ag a rosult,
the religious 1ife could receive attention., The mag;xi#k of the mrophets
end the psalmists as reflected in thelr writings is eceused by their oep~
tive state end nmot thelr exteornmal oonditions. They were ridiculed by the
Babylonians who 414 not trece the captivity to ite rightful cause, disobe-
dtence to Jehoveh, but o the wecknoss of Israel's Gof.”  The loyel

1., izeiciel 8:1; 20:1
2. Jeremish 26:5-7; Lzekisl 8:2; 18:0=11
8. Isaish 52:%



ongs wore repalled by the immoralitios of paganisn that surrounded them
and by the words and actions of those who formock ths religion of their
fathers.,

2. Religion.

For thoss mho were faithful, days of penance and fasting sup-
planted the foest deys.! Even mmong those who clung to the old relig-
ion, the fgsts became suparficial. Little remained of the 014 ceremonies
that could be carried out, except the obsorvance of the Sabbath® and cus-
tams tiat had certain independence of action such as circumcision, prayer
with the face toward Jorusalem® end fasting. The prophets wers now more
willing to dispemse with ceremony and place emphasis upon the essential
religious spirit in works of momality and charity. The prominence of the
group gave place to tho valus of the individusl. Stress wes laid upon the
silmission of the perecmal will to God end the need for individual morel-
ity.® ome of the outstanding effects and certainly e of the most last-
ing results of the Captivity wos the reection aginst pagaoism with all
its fmmorality thet finally estsblished the lebree in his monothelstio be-

Hef [ ,"

3. Mucation.

The greatest contribution of tho Captivity to the development
of farmal education smong the Hobrews was the planting of the idea tlat
culninated in the synegogue of tha suocesiing pericd. The people hsd no
Mletowmthweauﬁ@otmimum;nmnmm
@mw@mmwmmmm@twmmmtumtm

1. Zecherieh 7:5; 8319 4. Compare izekiel 18:20-38
2, Homsea 913~ with Doutercnosy 24:16 and

S8s 1 Kings 8:48 Babers 26:11



school masters of the nation - the scrides., These men intermweted snd
M@t_&amwthapwph. They were primarily religious teschers;
but religion was eo closely assoolated with 1ife thet it wes imtertwined
with svary phase of it.

4. Literzture.

The ssribes were not only toachers but, as their title would
indicate, were the literary men of their peopls. In addition to trams-
mitting precepts, they revised and muplified the laws., The historiesl
uritings were changed, not iz fact, but in arrangwment. History began
to serve a rectical purpose and served as & guide for the future., Iit-
erature bdosame a historicel entity.

8o Results:
The resulta of the Captivity may be armarized as follows:
The Hebrewms forever leid aasids all pegan foams of worship amd boceme
pae monothedsts; mmm@mx&wmasawmmm
pot one for them elone; and finally, "There wes sccomplislod during the

Babylenisn Exile that thing whioh mede o Judesn State @ Jewlsh Church.*d

1. Return fram Captivity
"How in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word
of Jehoveh hy-the mouth of Jeremish might be acoamplished, Jehoweh
stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Pexsia, S0 that he made proclama-
%0 throughout o1l his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying, Thus

1. Carl Heinrich Cornill, "Histary of the People of Isxuel, p. 147



mmmnwum,mmmmwmmamm:m
mmwmmgmm;mmmthwmmwmam
in Jerusalem, which is in Judah, Whosoever there is among you of all his
m.mwauﬁmmmm@u@w:mu&@um
m,mmmma:m.@emwmumnm).
which i3 in Jerusslem. ind whosoever is left, in aeny place where he eo-~
journeth, let the men of his place help him with silver and with gold,
and with goods, snd with beasts, besides the freexill-offering for the
house of God which is in Jeruselem.” I% would be difficult to telieve
that "Cyrus, king of Feraia” bad eny religious motiwe in setting fearth
such a dacres, The very fact that all the foreigners in this country he
had 80 recemtly captured (538 B.C.) were allowed 3o go back to their ne-
tive land, would show that his plan to gowvern subjected peoples was by
making them natiomal tridutaries and not de deportation. Also, Cyrus
was from Elam and Persia and would therefore be a polythoist and ocut of
syzpathy with the worshippers of Jehowh, Had bhe deen a Dabylonien and
& Zoroastrisn, it might be assumed that this most welecome edict had been
mompied by a feeling of religious kinship.

;' There were thres classes of Hebrews in eayti;yny: thoes who
refused to adopt any cusiom of their captors; thoss who became assim~
flated to the new countyy; matmmtmtmmmaammm
culture of their captors and added % to thair ommn. Ezeklel is & repwre~
sentative of the last group, ztxamam:mammumer,m
groups end bocause many of those who had remeined faithful had beocue
closely bound to the land of their faresd adoption ar wers too 0ld %o
trevel, that the musber of those who returned was far leass than is gen-
erally supposed. Those who did return were more deeply rooted in their



mmmmmemmmmmmwmmmy-
 stroyed the state, but the people lived mmmmﬁty.ﬂl

 Those who took advantags af Cyrus' decres retwrned under ihs

"m@mngmm.mmmma,mmmmmaemt.
ar hed taken the gold and secred vessels into Sabylom. Cyrus

‘now restored tham to thoSe W0 treasured