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PREFACE

Theryoblem of thisdthesis i}threefold, namely:

(1) To discover what efforts were madc in the 01d
couth toward higher education.

(2) To discover what was actually accomplished in
behalf’ef higher education,

(3) To discover in at least a limited way the re-
sults of hi.her education and its contribution to the
nation's life. |

I have chosen this problem beéause of the prevalent
erroneous come eptions of the state of education in the 01d
South; because the field of education is one of the most
neglected fields of southern héstory, and because I believe
the 0ld South is entitled to a large place in the history
of American education and that she has a contribution to
make to the educational thinking of ted§y.

I have proceeded with the probleﬁ by ﬁtudying the
historical documents of various colonies and states bearing
on the guestion, the historical catalogues and records of
individual colkges, histories of education for each state,
and the biography and writings of certain outstanding
leaders, This I have supplemen ted with the vwiliest prac-
ticable reading of biography, history, and other associated
material,

The work has been profitable to me, and I trust it
will not be entirely valueless to those who Tead.
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I.INTRODUCTICN
1. Popular Opéhion

Between popular opinion and the facts in the
case there is very, very often a great gulf fixed., IT
any one doubt this, let him compaxe what is with what is
said to be, what was with what is said to haw bea, and
let him find what he will find. Almost any subject will
serve for such experimentation, but the older the better,
for Time is a grest embroiderer, and facts, sifting through
a hage of years, are easily lost in fancy. As a case in |
point, consider the question of higher education in the
South before the Civil War. If have but lately made a
short pilgrimage down the musty aisles of actual fact in
this particular case, and the width of the gap between the
ideals and actualities of the situation as it existed
prior to the Bixties, and the popular corception today in
regard to educatioﬁ in the 0ld South will astonish the
most calloused,

Popular opinion in regard toﬂghe matter is
easily dis posed of, 8Such remarks as, "“There were no
colleges in the south before the war excert William
and Mary and the University of Virginia " from the
stranger, and “Higher education in the south before the
war was like snakes in Ireland®, from one ofher own

sons, and “Southern education

1. & 2. Both these res arks were heard by the writer.
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before the war was aristocratic and of the lalssez falre
type,”%éom the historian indicate fatbly well the general
and popular conception of education in the Bouth before
the war.It 1s perhaps one of history's stangest iponles that
this shoull have come to be the world's attitude toward that
section of our country where the first foundation for a new
civilization was lald,and whose first settlers brought with
them the love of learning and prepared the altar whereon the
light of knowledge has never dled,but burns ever strdnger and
brighter.Look for Qghile at a few of the facts in the case,
and see how wlde the mark 1ls popular opinion.
2., First Legislation

Hot only 1s Virginia the mot“er of the second oldest
college in Amerlea,but on her soll was enacted the first leg-
ielation for education on the continent.On July,30,1619,the
first laglslative and representative body in America was con-
vened in the church agﬁgamestown settlement.luring the ses-
sions of this body which continued until A?guat 4th,was pr@-
gented a petitlion relative to the erection of a university
and a college.Sir Edwin Sandys a prominent lﬁadeéwfgmizghaau
lony was appolnted by the Virginia Company chakk man of a
committee of the gentlemen of the Gompany and others of hie
Hajesty's council for Virglnla to atten’ to the bﬁain@ss of &
college.The business was conesldered of greatzimportance and
the grﬁcaeélnggMgé be reported to the state.

1. Thig is the attitude taken by F.P. Graves in A Student's
History of Educatlon., It 1s iikewlige the attltude of educa~

""“’ﬂ&&el%ﬂﬁf‘é rTenkhe1 pRTANERAPSL . 1.pp. 220,263,231,421,234.
eﬂ(
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The committee irmedistely mede carefrl snd detailed plﬁﬁg’
concerning the chooslng snd sending of men 4o Virginia %o
estebliakh the college when the ﬁagt ﬁhi@lﬁ&ékﬁf cne hundred
men should go. A minlster, a captain, trodesmen, smiths,
carpsnters, hx;agmakerg, turners, vpotters, husbandmen, and
acommittes of seven to estsblish the college were sent. The
loestion was choszen in Henrleo County. Gifts w&ra made %o
the antarprigﬁ among them three hundred pounds by Sir
Hicholes Parrar, and four books for the litrary bty an snony-
movs donor. The books were the "City of God”, and the works
of one lr, Perkins, a Calviniat and Puritan., In 1820, I'r.
Gsorge Thorpe, & "gentleman of 3terling charscher and of his
Majesty's privy chamber and one of his couneil for Tirginis,
sailed f@z Virginia, having been apnointed bg the Company

daputy Ho take chavge of the colleps lands,” These excel=-

lent plans however, wore broken off by the fearful Indisn

magsacre of 1622, l'r. Thorpe himasl? baing4killaﬁ. Had not
thin ealanmity befallen thm col ny there iq&av@vy raason %o
believe that in Virglnia instead of at Harvard would have
heaa as%&bliaheﬁ America's first college.
3. First Legacy

Benjemin Symmes of Virginia had the distinction
pf teing the Tirst resident of Americs to leave & legacy for
the founding of & schoole In 1632 he willed two hundred

acres on th@'?mqu@ﬁan which enters the Chesapeske Bay below

1. Records of the Virginia Co. vol.l,pp. 247-8,268,421,
268,129.



Yorktown, with the milk end increase of eight cows, for
the maintenance of learned and honest men %o keep upon the
said ground a free school for the education end instruetion
of the children of ad Joining parishes, Rlizapeth City and
Kiéuaﬁ&ﬁ from Mary's MNountain downvard to the Poquosan
Ri?ﬁr”al

This is but one ﬁxgmgls’af the intevest in the
eabablishrent of both elementary sud high schools, as
teatified 4o by wills &a& ﬁeaﬁé nafie by Vivginia's early
eitizens between 1619 end 1671,

I L. golonial Poriod

1.Period of Endeavor
And the same interesy found in the mother colony

is panifented in the vhole colonial Soulth %0 a greater

or lesser degred. In each of the colonies there was a
variocd of endenvor bofore ahy regl aducati Qﬂﬁl enbarprize
was reelized., Mo svel insbtances in leryland ars of sufficlen X
interest %o beo nmentloned hasé‘ %ha ambly in 1671 passed
an sct for the establishment of = @Qllag@}fﬁhia putsing
Harylandfourth in the list of golonies atbempting %o
establish G@lﬁﬁiél colleges, ?irginia, &aaagah&aa%gs, and

LJew Haven having precaded her, . » . . In 1?%833
remarikable naper by an unknown asuthor wss presented to the
Assembly sefbing forsh éﬁealienﬁ reasons why there ghould

be a college in Hlsryland, giviag the plan for such an
institution and omntlining in great ﬁet@il en excellent course

le7uoted in B Do Heili's History of Bduestion
in Virginis, Taken from ¥1rginia Golonial

Recorda , .
. BC. 5{%3:\,«-&4 B "g - W,USW
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in iibaralharﬁa to be offered there., Had this plan been
carried out another chapter like that telling of the
establishment of William and Mary College would have been
written in ﬁhe history of American colonial education.
Unfortunately? this was a paﬂagegiaal dream which unlike
most dreams, has come down to us thrangh more than a cen=-
tury and a half, but the presence of such a dreamer could not
have failed to have some influence among those for whom
he dreamed dreams of such breadth of view and liberality
of santiman%-“l
In North Carolina spparently little wasdone for
education under the Proprietary Government which ended in
1719. But this is not strenge in the 1ight of the factVut
there was very little of anything except oppression for
the colonists under this gavarnm&nth It must be remem-
bered that in‘1729. REdenton, the metropolis of the colony,
had only from fifty to sixty houses,. Indeed it has been
truly said that the birth of the colony of North Carolina
was nearer 17653 than 1653, and that the real 1life of the
colony began withktha'écmiﬁg of the Scoteh Irish and Germans.
"Prom the earliest colonial times there was no |

lack of whel&aﬁme and vigorébus interest in sénﬁatian,” in

South Carolina, although both out of necessity and preference

for many years the sons of wealthy plasnters were sent to
England for their higher education. Georgis, being settled

1. Steiner -« History of Edueation in Maryland,

\‘wé?:&ﬂw Rz ando vl . \ 706, " (,g—t"'z.q’&yof_

:3. The South in the Building of a Nation,
vol.6,page 201,



later and in & unique manner, has a briefer and less varied
educational history during her c¢olonial days than the other
ecolonies, |

In the laying out of her first towns provision was
made for education, but it was of the elementary tyya?h Hgﬁav@ri
it is interesting to note that Georgia is the only case on
record where Parliament supported schools in the eglaniasg'

Mueh of the labor of these early builders for
?utura generations might be called futile endeavor byt for the
attested fact that 1t was not futile, for the dresms and |
efforts of these early ploneers for education kept alive an

ideal, and made possible its later remlization. MNany might

‘have seen the fruits of their labors multiplied manjifold as

By

B Academies
and Private
Schools.

3.

h.

b

early as the colonial period, for even then, aside from the
two colonial colleges,William and Mary and Queené, every
colony had its private schools or acddemies whose curriculum
ana.ataa&ar& of secholarship entitle them to a place in a
discussion of higher education. 3ym@eg;d§tablishﬁﬁ on the
Pogquoson river near Yorktown in 1633 and sateﬁaagtahlisheé
in Elizabeth City about the same time afford excellent examples
in Virginia of endowed schools which taught the learned lan-
guages as well as él@m@ntary @1 ojects and religlon,
It is diffucult to decide just which is the oldest
academy in the United States and the difficulty lies in the
l. see pp. 10 & 16

ﬁrﬁinun1;~ WMoy Collige | !?§7§54ﬁ1~£ﬂ0‘““%r sdoded kfﬁ‘
i% T:;YQM- “A(,, \%’77 @17
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definition of the term. While it 1s generally thought

that Benjemin Franilin's Philadelphia Academy founded in 1?51"
was the first, certain it is that the first school so named was
the Liberty Hall Academy established in Virginia in 1749.
Franklin's 3@30@1 was perhape more strictly sy@aklgg an

academy, since his curriculumwas broader and laid grsatar empha-

- 8is upon vocational training, while the curriculum of the

southern acadeny remained much the same as that of the Classiecal
Schools, and except for the preparation offered for the learned

professions, wa®¢ cultural in aim.

Liberty Hall and the Presbyterian Academy in Prince
Edward County,Virginia,established 1n\‘77qféftarwardﬁ known
as Hampden siﬁéhy College, were established by Scoteh Irish
Presbyterians, to whose labors the academy movement in'the
south was largely due. :

The State of Virginia gave to George washingtaﬁ a
nunber of shares in a canal company in regggn&tian aﬁ his
services in the Revolutionary War. Washington refuaaé tc accept
this gift for himself,but turned it over to Augusta Agaapmy,
then known as Liberty Hall aaaéemyf’ Upon thsiraeeiyt @f&thi&
gift the name of the adademy wéa changed to Washington Asa&ﬁmy,
and it later became Washington College. After the Civil %&r¥
when General Robert E. Lee became president of Wﬁshiagt@n ﬁaxﬁaga
t 1e name was changed to %aahin%U&L n and Lee University. aﬁh f

oo Wia e~ aan G \p.l wr&

a. \A’“Q—&Q»vu-fﬁ/v‘ ~das \L/vu.. w oL A (5‘1‘9 \ﬂ-@*?t}»‘l <
4. Vaspin gyﬁﬁbﬁ ngbigill gnd Testamenx. o Vi ‘
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ington and lLee University and Hampden Sydney College have
played a worthy part in American history and have given to the

United States many of her most distinguished statesmen. In the
ease of Hampden séﬁn$y, she is particularly honored by the great
number of ministers of the Gospel among her &lﬁmniﬁ"

In Maryland by an act of 1696 the King William -
Sehool was built at Annapolis in 1701 for the pﬁryaaa of training
eitizens, statesmen and ahnrahmﬁnfL Its purpose and its liberal
arts currieula entitled it to rank as a a high grade &eéﬁamy.
The Reverend Bamuel Finley taught a school in Nottingham
from 1747 to 1761, his primary aim being preparation for the
ministry, Yut his students followed various lines of @aéuyatiék
with distinetion, The Rev.James Hunt was the successful %eacler of

of the famous Hunt School at Bladenburg, where Willian wirt was a
pupil from 1783 to 1787. His currioulum consisted of latin
Greek, arithmetic, logic, rhetoric, geography, mathematics, and
other arts and sciences, v‘«

- It is to the Presbyterian ﬁh&rah§§h&t North G&r@lina
owes the establishment of her first academies which were for the
most part classical schools. ?ﬂi&@ﬁi&g 1745 there is a period of
marked eddeational growth, for this is the time of Presbyterian
{mmigration and wherever a e@mmnnity was settled a chureh was

irmed iately built &nﬁ the pastor was always a teacher, not mew&%y‘
of an elementary but of a classical sahsalfi Dr. David aaléwgix‘\
about 1767 established a classieal school in Cuilford County,

three miles from the present site of Greensboro. " Five of his

\. \M‘M" Wabrdeal MO s ~ EOV SRR OV 3/ TN UM N,
2haratiimad Pare fsnine Woellodin & e ST,
2 Bak ) o+ Ralomiol LA mskin Ly WMoglord B Qaﬁﬁzhf&\
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scholars became governors of different states, many more con-
grésgmeﬁ, and a much greater number became lawyers, judges,
physicians, and ministers of the Gospel. It is a credit to any
man to have been the instructor of such men as Judge Murphy,
Jﬁﬁga ¥eCoy, and many others who in the same road to honor and
fame, fell very little, if any behind tﬁém‘”i ,
Some of the finest contritutions of the Presbyterians

to higher eduecation in Worth Carolina were to be found in the

development of the academies, wh
The first was the famous old Tate's Aaaé&%§t'
established at Wilmington in 1760. srwfmz.g; cﬁiamm:" Poplar
Tent, Clio's Nursery and Academy of ﬁeiﬂnaaéi Queen's College
(Liberty Hall), Eewber%, the first incorporated school in the
state, and E&antoglan&er.tha Anglican ohureh were all estab-
lished before the Revolution.

0f the ngman element in the immigration movement
£rem 18,000 8 307,000 Moravians are said to have eventually

" gettled in North Carolina., In 1781 the Bng}aa Fratrum, a
Moravian organization, purchased 100,000 acres of land in |

Western Carclina and began a %ﬁtiemaat on it in 1?351 This was
one of the most prosperous and igt@llig@nt communities in the
state. Where Moravians settled, before homes were built for all,
& church was built end then a school house. John Jacob Fries,
a noted early Moravian, was an accomplished scholar, especially
in Hebrew, and was one of North Carolina's pioneer %aaeaars.ﬂ
The Lutherans, too, were a highly intelligent class
of people, and being substantially supported by the mother

E . uaruthegézyxifa of Bavié Baldyell,page 3l.
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were allways supplied with pastors and %oschers who
men of abillity end scholarship.
Dr. Ramsey in his History of South Carolina says,

ané was intended for a charity schools vor
was the chiel school

for all ﬁﬁ% @ﬁﬁ%&@@fgaxt of the ecuntry from Cherl

orth Caroline line, Irom 1756 to 1861 its anmu
children educated thore was twenty-five. "In its irfancy
supplied the place of the primary sehool, grermar school, and
eollegiate institute. The rieh and the poor alike drank from
this fountain of knowledge, and the farmer, the mechanie, the
al of ave, §§$;@$@v;
doebor, priests, senators, and governors of stotea have each

gource of @&ﬁ&&tiﬁw, «

But %ﬁ? g%? the %@?ﬁﬁﬁmg wﬁﬁiﬁ%i e
- esteblishront and
the @gi nial Bouth %ﬁﬁ—%§~$§ﬁ work of its two colleges,

nd ¥ and ‘uecns, both of whieh played .
%&iiﬁsﬁg of this pation.

I QO**OK.ﬁa&ﬁﬁy/ - History ol Soud
WuMMgi£~\~*-§iﬁ%@wy of %ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%&ﬁﬁ &a South Caro

h ﬁﬁxﬁkzﬁﬁiagéﬁggﬁgﬁﬁﬁ
Ol 1pp-20-2|. -




-

- 12 -

‘3. Colonial Colleges

The early dreams of founding a eollege in Virginis
were realized in 1692, when as the result of the immortal
work of Dr. James Blair and others who labored with him,
William and ﬁary College was established. 4nd while we give
all praise to théga,tha leaders of the enterprise, we must
not forget that %h;%bﬁagla. too,played their part. But for
the fact that the people of the colony, from the Governor
and the Enrgaaéas 0 the ﬁnmblegﬁ citizen, gave their loyal
gupport ﬁa the leaders, their effarts would never have cul~-
minated in suecess. Governor Nicholson and his council, ss
well as the Convention of Clergy in Jamestown, received and
supportee enthusiastieally propasals for the establishment
of a college. lﬁha_saaerﬁl Agsenbly in lg91 gave its approval
to and appointed Dr. Blair agent to Englend to solicit a
charter from King %ilii#m and Cueen Mary. It was not %o be
like Harvard, tut in theory, at least, wes to take rank with
Oxford and Cambridge as Their lajesties! gsyal Gelleée of
Williem and Mery in Virginia., The corporation was to con-
sist not of"President and éutsrs”, but of & ?rasiéant and
Yasters or Professors”., In 1693 the charter of public education |
was issuved by the 39ma government under the sanction af the
deal df the privy council. It was the privilege of this col-
lege %0 receive the first of two specisl honors granted by the

mother country to %the colonies. It was the first corporation
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in America to be recognized by the Royal will and the first
to receive ir%m the college of Heralds a coat of arms. This
wag granted to @iixiam4aﬁﬁ Lary Gdllage in 1694 w%ﬁn ghe was
only two years aiﬁ§' f?he plan 5f the college ﬁemgriseé three
schools, %k& Grammer School, the School of Fhiiaaephyvaﬁﬁ

the School of Fivinity. A% first only the Gre
operated, but in 1729 there were six professors in the College.

44745 ) Sehool

&fﬁer passing an examination before the president, the masters,
and ministers in the learned languages, the student was proe-
moted to the School of Philosophy and domned the cap and gown.
There were two masters in this School, one teaching moral |
philosophy, wﬁiah’éamyri@a& rhatoric, logie, and ethics, and
the other methemetics and netursl philosophy, which mesnt
physics and metaphusics. In the Sechool af‘ﬁiviniﬁy‘wera |
likewise two §r9£@$gara, one teaching Eeﬁ%&w and the 014 Testa-
ment, while the other explained the "ecommomplaces of divinity
and the controversios with the heretics", Like the insbitu-
tions of Hngland, four yaar@ were required for the degree of
Bachelor of Arts ané seven years for tha 3&3?&@ of ﬁaasa% of
Arts. In addition %o these achools the aeilege included a
common school for Indian boys, of which more will be said in
another section. | ‘ | |
Perhaps no éne institution in history has had so
great an influence on & ﬁighty nation as this college in colo-
nial Virginis, She axeraigﬁé ey greateat influence in the

days when & nation waé being éarn, and from her doors went the
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great majority of the leaders of thék nation who were to mold
national thought and write for it 1ts constitution and laws.
Three of the names signed to the Declaration of Independence
are found among the lists of her alumni, George Wythe, Braxton
Carter, and Baﬂjsmim Harrison. Others prominent in those days
who should receive special mention are Peyton Harrison, first
president of the Continentsl Congress, Edmund Rendolph, first
draftsmen of the Federal Congtitution, John Marshall, our grest
Chief Justice, and in her early days the college gave to the
United States ﬁhraﬁ‘praaiaanta, Jefferson, Monroe, and Tyler.
A glence down the lists of her slumni will show How easily
$his roll of distingulshéd might be lengthened.

There was a8 twofold cause for this farkraaehiﬁg influ-

-~

ences In the first place, Williem and Hary was the only in-

gstitution in the Southern Colonies where yanng men might receive
a broad intellectusl training. In the second place, law and
the natural sclences sbsogyed the interests of the American
gommonwealth, and Willian and Mary clearly took the lead in
those things over any other college in the colonies. A com-

par gon of the numbers of remarkeble men among her gr&dﬁatea
with the size of her student body would lead one to believe

that & large percentage of those who attained to the position

- of atudent must hava}baan men of merked ability and genius.

tary enrolled only twenty-ninestudents,

In 1704 William end

but in 1757 1% up to about the time of the Revolution

she boasted an enrollment of one hundred young men. Volume VII
of the William and Mary Quarterly gives an analysis of the
memberships of the repraaenﬁative bodies which in the formation

and development of Virginias and the Union made history,cslling
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. .
attention %o the number of Williasm and Mary graduates serving

on the various commissions., On the cémmittea of Correspondence
we find that geven of the eleven members attended William and

ary Colleges On the Committee of Safety six out of eleven
were William and Mary men, Of the Committee who framed the
Declaration of Independence, eleven out of thirty-one are
known %o have attended William and lary. Of the Continental
Congress fifteen out of ﬁhirkywthraa called #1lliem and Vary
Alms Mater. Of the Ammapolis Convention, John Tyler, of
Willianm and lary proposed the Convention in the Virginis
iagialatuxﬁ; snd three other William and Mary men attended,

a total of four out of seven delegztes. Of the Pedersl Con-
vention held in 1787 four delegates were William end Nery men,
two were from prdvate schools, and one from Princeton. Of the
governors of Virginis up to the time of the Civil War, fifteen

out of $hirty-three were Williem end Mary slumi. 0f the
Admiralty Court of Virginia, judges appointed to enforce the

Gpn%iﬁaﬁﬁﬁl Agaociation, five out of six attended William and
Yary, Twenty-two out of &ha firaet fﬂrty»tpraa ~judges on the
Supreme Court of vxrgiﬁia were William &ﬂﬁ Mary men, and on the
Supreme Court of the Hni%eﬁ;ﬁzﬁtea, beaides khefgreat Marshall
mentioned before, John Blair, Buahxaé‘%ﬁshiagﬁan and Philip

P. Barbour represented %illiam and Mary up to 1641a1 Truly a
remarkable ahawiag, and one of whigh any institution might be

Justly pr@aﬁ..

Queen's College of Charlotte, North Carolina, must be
mentioned along with William and lary as posaibly the second

1. Willism and &ary ﬁaarﬁarly,?el.?zi,pagea 1-7.

b,w_-bh\ &(\@M%M gw\m&.)w. 1,
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most influential center of learning in the southern colonies

»auring early days, not a0 puch for its scholestic as for its

historic influence. It had 1%s beglmnings in a classical
school established in 1767 by Rev. Jagegh Alexander and lr.
Bgﬁﬁéiek at Sugar Creek ?raabyﬁarian Chureh near Charlotte,
a'eammanity noted for its intelligence. The A&aeﬁhly?pasgaﬁ
an act in 1770 for the founding,esatablishing, and endowing ‘
9! Queen's College. It was twice chatered by legisletion ang
its charter was 4wice repealed by royal proclamation, buit the
King's efforts "to arrest the progress of such & people in
progress and education were fusile”, "The King's fears that
the college would become a foun%ain of republicanism were
perhans culckemned into reelity by his revested rejection of

the charter, for the Queen's luseun (early nasme) became the

- rallying point for literary socities and politiecal clubs

preceding the Revolution, end in its halls were held signi-
ficant and decislive a@b@%ﬁgvpraﬁﬁﬂiﬁg %hg adoption of the

- Hpeklenburg Declarstion of Indspendence” In 17756 the name

of the college was changed to Iiberty Hall¥, probably becsuse
they no longer wished to pay homege to Her Majesty,since they
had received such ill treatment at royal hsnds. |
The presamble of ﬁha act of incorporation of Liberty
Hall states thet & number of youths taught there had made
great advencement in a knaﬁiaﬁge of the rudiments of the

learned languages snd in the rudiments of the arts and s ciences.
1.L.C. Vass,History of the Fres. Churhh New Bern N.C. p.46,
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And so in those early days did men of wisdom and vision
weave in the foundations af‘ééianial education a goodly portion
of those elements which constitute true education.

' It is true that in the colonial South at-lesst, higher
aénaaﬁi§§j§§§*§ privilege enjoyed by the few, aﬁﬁ thoge natvrally
-ware maaﬁls of the aristocraey, but it was not forbidden %o any.
ﬁa#ar anywhere in the world has the white men more freedom than
on southern soil where the rights of the individusl heve always
been 3@&@3&&%&5«; Patrick Henyy was not of the aristocrsey,
but he rose from the people, and before he was £1fteen he could ,
read Iatin ana G%@&E, and was a student of history. He was
a geniug, it is true, bud w&aﬁ a genius attained others nmight
have approached. %arﬁﬁ?ér, iﬁ rust not be forgotten, "that this
iden that the school iz for the well %0 do and the poor and
for them all has been slow %o develop. 4And this fs due not less
to the varying socisl,political and economic condition than %o
the fact that eéﬁsaﬁfgn is marked by a aaaagrvatiam'aquailgﬁ aﬁlyk

‘ﬁy that iﬁ;?aligian;“ Rettlers in ﬁhﬂﬂ?ﬁnﬁh@rﬁ colonies brought
with them clearly defined alaag distinctions and class con~
sciousness of Hngland, traces &f‘whiah~&ra even yet easily |

- discerned in the sounthern siates. There was the aristocracy,
and ﬁhéﬁ a8 class balaﬁ, not gubsservieant, but independent and
clear cut in cheracter., There was a mutual respect and con-
fidence Ea%ﬁeen the two which was admirably revealed in the
abgolute trust exgregseﬁ by the éaeaaé class in their leaders

1. The inastitution of slavery and the presence of the

negro has prevented the rise of a servant class &&an@

the white people, and has enhanced the white man's

fr&@éam. at the expense of even the freed nerro.

2. B, Enight ~-Pallacies Concerning the History of
Public Education in the south,
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in thegr@a%'matiaﬁax eriais and in the magnificant way in
which these lec gars served the whole people. But the real
reason for the slow development of a liberal education is

neither claass Fistinction no r economic inequality. It is a

gocial necessity, & philosophical truth that is repeated in
the story of every people. [IHever in the history of the
world has & whole people been educated &% once. Into the
building of every nation must go the work of brain and brawn.
The sbtreams that water a land must flow from some gource of
supply. And aﬁ it was in the colonial South, end from her
fountein of education for the few there flowed,in $ime, the

gtreamg of educational privilege for the many.
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111.¥ashington and Jefferson and National Education

When the %r&vail of war had passed and dangers far mbra_
menacing and subtle than the British army threatened the new
born nation, %&u&h&rn atatesmen raigsed the first ory for univer-
gal education. It is significant thaet an i1deal so similar
should have been expressed by the leaders of the two opposing
political parties. Jefferson, the father of the Party of
States Rights, was content with the founding of & state uni~
veraity, The University of Virginia, Washington, the leader
of the Pederalist Party, clamored for a national university.
The motive of these two statesmen differed only in scope.
Jefferson's plen was to unify the mind of the individusl
state; Washington wishedto unify the nation by educating the

youth as a whole in one outstanding national university.

‘The intensity of this desire on Washington's part led him

ﬁa found a fund with which he hoped %o bring sbout the realiza-
tion of his dream. He willed to the govefnment fifty shares
in the Potomsc River Havigation Company for the purpose of
founding a national university. His ressons for the conviction
that the nation needed such a gniversity are set forth in his
last Will and mﬁatﬁwaaﬁ, and they are as follows:

| "It haa‘a%&ayg bgen a sourees of seriouns regret with me
to see the gﬁﬁﬁh 0f these United States sent %o foreign coun~
tties for the purpose of education, often before their minds
were formed or they had im%ibgé any adeguate ideas of the

happiness of their own;g aanﬁrackiﬁg too frequently, not only
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habits of &iéaig&%ﬁan and éxtr&v&g&n&e. but prineciples
unfriendly to republican govermment; and to the true and
genuine l1liberties of mankind, which thereafter are raéely
aw&r&émag for these reasons it hes been my ardent wish %o
apread systematic ideas through 81l parts of this rising
&%@ira,tharaby tc doaway with loecal attachments and state
pre judices, so far s2g the nature of things would, or indeed

ought %o edmit, from our national gouncils. Looking anxiously

forward %o the &&ﬁﬁ&@li;gﬁ@ﬁﬁ of 90 desirable an e%jae% ag
this, my mind hss not been slle %o contemplate any plan

more likely to effect the measure thafy the esﬁ&bliahﬁant of

a UNIVERZETY in the centrel pert of the United States to

whick the youths of fortune and talent from 21l parts thareof
may be asent for the eamylaﬁiam'af %hai% education in sll
branches of polite Rﬁéwieégﬁ, in arts and sciences, in
agguiring knowledge in the prineiples of politics and good
government, and sg a matter of infinite importance in my

sment by sssociating with each other %?ﬁyfﬁrﬁiﬁg friendships

Judg

in juvenile years, be enabled %o free themselves in a proper

degree from those local prejudices and ﬁgﬁi@u&i jealousies
which have just been mentioned, end which when carried %o
excess, are never failing sources of disguietuv e Ho the
pvblic mind snd pregnent of mischievous consequences to this
ﬁéﬁﬂ%$?¢“i
Equally es searching in wisdom sre the arguments
for higher education as set forth by Jefferson in his ples
l. Washington's Last Will and Testament as found in

Washington's writings, edited by Jared Sparks,1837,
Vol.l. pp E71-572 of the Appendix.
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before the Virginia Zegiaiétura for the eatablishment of the
Univewsity of Virginis,

"Some good men, and even of respeciable informmtion,
consider the learned sciences as useless scquirements; some
think they do not better the condition of men; and others
that education, like private and individual concerns, should
be left %o private,individual effort; not reflecting that
- an establishment embracing sll the sclences which may be
useful and even necessary in the various VﬁeﬁtiﬁﬂﬁAﬂf life,
with the buildings and apparatus belonging to each, is far
beyond the resch of individusl mesns, and must either
derive existence from publie patronage or not at all. This
would leave us, then, without those callings which depend
on education, or send us %o other countries to seek the
instruction they require ~---, Hor must we omit 40 mention
the ‘nealculable advantage of training up eble counasellors to
administer the agfairs of our country in all its departments,
legislative,executive, snd Jjudiecial, end po bear their pro=-
per share in the councils of our National Government; nothing
more than education advancing the prosperity, the power,
and the happiness of a nation;”l

William P, Trent says of Jefferson, "It can hardly be |
denied that he has impraséea his personslity and his doctrines
more strongly upon posterity than has any other amériean¢§

One wonders whether this statement would be any the
less true of his influence had all fl®wed through the single

) 8. Radans. Ysnas FHsn rthe ok § Bapinia - @ 18-

2e ﬁ.?‘?reﬁtt,gnglish Culture in Virginise; Johns Hopkins
University Stuvdies,Volume 7. 1889,p.12
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channel of his educstional work., It was %o this work,in e
large measure, that he gave the last thirty years of his 1life,
the beat years, in which he was able to think, to plan, and
$0 execute in the light of a far more rich, and varied,
experience than is given to moat men. HNot only d4id he put
much of this time into this enterprise, but into none other
414 he put so much of himself., PFor this reason, and because
of the number of avenues 6ffered by an e’ucational enterprise,
through this monumental work most of his idesls, whether of
governmen%, religion, philosophy, or of art, have heen
widely digseminated. There is more of permanence, too, in
e great educational foundation than in most institutions,and
the ideals of Thomas Jefferson are a0 woven into the very
fiber of the University of Virginia that even the ruthless
scpthe of Time can never cut them entirely out. |

The far reaching influence of Jefferson and his
institution throughout the entire south is pretty generally
recognized, but few people realize how grea% is the debt of
the whole nation %o him for this service alone. Even before
the buildings of the ﬁﬁiveraiﬁy were comgii%eﬁ, his educa-
tional 1deals were spreading théaugh the colleges of New
England by means of his wide correspondence and friendships.
Dr. Everett of Harvard, in writing of Harvard's review on
the report of the Commissioners for the University of vir-
ginia in 1818 differs with the plan in a few minor details,
but for the most part aspproves it. For example, he Writear'
"de highly approve of the professorship of the modern languages

and could wish %o see this example followed by such of our

KIAFAAAAALR o) g/ 0L sliealy) mpde PTEVASAOn FOK/ trpty ==
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universities as have not already made provision for them
wmmmemmmmmeee, e rejoice, too, at the kindly remembrance

in which our almoast forpgotten ancesbor, the Anplo-Saxon,

is borne. An scquaintance with it umquaatiénagiy belongs

to a ﬁharcﬁgh education in the English jaﬂgnaa”

Dr. Adams observes that,"InlS820 the only men in the
Harvard faculty who had been educated abroad were Edward
Everett and George Ticknor, Both these men were friends and

correspondents of Jefferson. The Yroad minds of these two

" able professors,liberalized like Jefferson's by Huropeen

travel and study, were moved by hig gugpestions to thoughts that
will widen in future generstions.”

The nation is indebted to Jefferson for sixz fundsmen-
$8l principles inherent in our university system today. They

are;

1. The éetsrmia&ﬁiex and esteblishment of true university
gtandards of instructuon and scholarship.

2e The awarding of éagraas a&eeréingﬁﬁa merit instead of
by seniority.

Be The eatabliah&an% of the elective system.

74‘ The establishment of courses in English, especislly

in Anglo-Ssaxon,
Ee The establishment of distinet departments called

"gchools", such as the Sehéaa of Ancient Languages, the School
of Modern lLanguages, etc.

l. Review of Reviews.Jan,1820.p.121.Dr.BEverett:
Review of the Harvard Report of the Commission
for the University of Virginis.

2e H.B.,Adams -Thomas Jefferson and the University
of Virginia,p.134.
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6 The establishment of student government, the honor
aya§ﬁm, and constitutional govermment.

Bnﬁyﬁar greater even than these, he xéfk to his
ﬁﬁivéraiﬁy a rith legscy of beauty, snd he built into her
very walls 8 love of Truth and a spirit of determination

that those who entered there should be untremmeled in the

pursult thereofs  The full welight of his psw@rzul,gsleraﬁt
intellipgence was thrown into the siruggle to keep a@% of
his University any influences, such as sectariamfsn end
provineialism, that would impede the way to truth. In the
choice of his professors, he would have nothing but tie
best, and in the face of mounteins of opposition, he strove
%o secure only men of the profoundest learning and grestest
breadth of mind,whether they cen from Zngland,from the
Continent, or from Americe. And not content with bullding
mere walls to house the mechanism of a university., he must
make this home of learning beautiful, for %o him be=zuty and
knowledge were both essentisl to educationy’ So ér&%ing, the
plans himself %o the minutest detsil, he modeled his
buildings after those of ancient Athens, thua $ransplanting
to the heart of Virginia's blue ridges and green fiolds s
portion of the most exquisite art of the old world. From L=
twin fountains of Truth and Beauty the University of Virginias
gends out her emnobling influwence %o all America,

These two patriots, it would seem, had earned their
"woll done”, when after having spent themselve in the fight
against tyrsnny asnd in m&king secure the rights and liberties
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of the individusal, éash in turn had borne the burdens

of the country's first servant. PBut not so. In tho last
" years of his allotted time each must strike his telling
blow on the shasckles of ignorance and prepare the way

for freedom of mind to generstions yet unborn. There ia
something aublime in the magnitude of service like that -
something before which the paltry mind or soul mus$ stand

condenmed.

’
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IV. Prom the last af the 18th Century to %ﬁa War Between

the States

In the period from the latter part of the 18th
century %o the war between the states education in the

gouth followed three lines of development, namely, the

contiruation of the scadeny movement, the development of
eollepes and the rise of universities. A section of this
paper will be given to each of these movements, with
agﬁeiax‘aﬂﬁéﬁﬁzan to typical cases.

1. The Academies, or the Academy lovement.

The oldest academies were found in the Carolinss,
and it was there that the movement developed most and from
there that is spread into the other states. Between the

years of 1782 and 1799 there were some twenity-four incorpora=

- %84 schools with the rank of scademy in North Carolina slone,

The most important of these were the Innis Academy at Wil-
mington, founded by demes Innis and incorporated by the
legiaslsture in 1783; Martin Academy of &;ahing%aﬁ County,
later Tennessece; lorgan Academy of Burke County, founded

in 1783; Smith's in Bdentown; Davidson, Franklin, and

' Warren%@ﬁfL Perhaps the most important of these institutions
1

was Martin's Academ$, of which Dr, Poote writes as follows:
‘Rev. Sarmuel Doak of Virginia, two years a student,

then a tutor and a student of Divinity at Hempden Shdney

College moved'®inally %o the ﬁetﬁiemant on the Little Limea~

1, Foote's Sketches of Horth @arolina, p £10-311
2, &@ﬁmnyo@&ﬁn%ﬂ@,pwuﬁc-»w
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" tone in Washington County;' purchased a small farm, and on

his own land built a small church, & log college, and
founded Salenm G@ngzaga@ian. His institution was incorpora-
ted by the legislature of North Carolina in 1788 under the
name of Martin Academy, and this is the firat literary
inatitution established in the grest wvslley of the lississi-
ppi« In 1795 1t wes changed into a college snd received

the name of Washington. PFrom the incorporation. of Martin

- Acsdemy until 1818 Mr. Dosk continued the president of the

institution, and his elders of the Salem congregation

formed a part of the Board of Trustees, He procured for

hig institution a smell library from Philadelphia,trensporting

i% in sacks on pack horses, thus forming the Nucleus of the
library of Washington college. But it will be a long,long
while Wef:re the enlarged inatitution will overshadow the
influence and usefulness of the log csbin college and
acadenmy that for & time supplied the aygawtuﬁitias for the
education of ministers, lawyers, and dodtors in the early
days of Tennessee, and is still sending on its stream.” :
While Liverty Hall and Prince Bdward were the only
scademies of impordence in Virginis before 1780 the movement
was goon %o spread and grow there with a rapidity egual to
that of other statess At least six more academies were
e3tablished before 1800, snd between 1800 and 1860 the

G@ﬁargl Assenbly incorporsted about two hnnéred‘ana fiftsy
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such institutions. Although these schools were primarily

intended for baya* girls were not excluded from them all,

for twenty of kﬁe two Bhunlred and eighteen academies incor-
porated between 1820 and 1860 were co~sducational, and
geventy~one were for girls only. ¥r. 8losson nmakes the
statement that at the kaginagﬁg of the Civil war there were
thirteen thousand @ﬁ@iigzanraliaﬂ in the academies of the
gtate of Virginis alone.

In South Carolina there were no a@ilegaa'in name
until 1785, and none in fact until after 1804, so that in
thia state %h& academies were not so much used in preparation
for college as in sﬁbaﬁi&ﬁt&&nyfar college, and sas a résuld
of this situation academies of & high order were established
all over the atﬁﬁeig"%ypiaal of such schools were the

. mdge?ield Village Academy, the Saint David's Socekty, Zion,

liount Bethel Academy, the schools of J. L. Lesley amd I, J:
Williams in Abbeville County, Vesley lLeveretse in Anderson
County, but by far the most aiakimgaishaé were the Clasaical
Schools of lr. Christopher Cotes in Qhafieshan (1820~50) and

; . 3.
- that of Mz, MHoses Waddel &t Willington. Hr. Cotes, an

Englishman aﬁa&a%&ﬁ in Bngland, naturally modelled his
gchool a8 nearly éa possible after the English schools of his
day. It was na%ural that a school of this type should be
popular in the City of Charleston, end this fact plus the

unusual ability of ¥r. Cotes secured for his school immediate

success. However, the exeecllent institution D unded by

1. BeBeSlosson ~ The American Spirit in Edueation
(Shr@niel&a of America p 115 e s

s 2od ge > 2% - 36 .
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Dre Yoses Waddel soon surpsssed in popularity even the
Classical Schools of Charleston. Por years this school,
located at %&1&1&@%@&; held highest rank among the
institutions of lesrning in the st=te, In his History

~ of @ducation in South Carolina Meriwether says of this

school: "There wen%t forth from this achool one vice-president,
and many foreign and cedbinet ninisters; senators, congress-
men, governors, Justices, college présidents and grafea%ara,
eminent divines, barristers, jurists,legislators, and physi-
elens, 'ss well as pilitary ané naval aﬁf%@@rg and innumerable
sehalaraw*“i

Before 1800 the leading acsdemies of Georgls were
the Acadeny of ﬁiahmmﬁé County and Sunbury Acadenmy. In
1802 the movement received an impetus from legislation, and
from then on its grégr@as wes phenomensl. In 1840 one
hundred and six scademies had been built in the sate with
an apgregate sttendance of eight thousand @ﬁl&l@.ﬁy

Louisiana and Hissisaippi have egéh an aﬁueaﬁianal
history under foreign contral that mekes a fascinating
atory in 1tself, but which cennot be told heres' Iouisiana
between 1811 and 1847 enscted & system of subsidized academies
under which twenty-five were eatablished, while Kissis ipni
dealt largely in private schools and Seems to have had only
four or five incorporated adacemies . Missouri and Texas .
likewise had spparently elmost no schools of the acsdemy &ypef

1, Heriwether: A History of Educstion in South

Carolina. p.29

2+ I have been able to find only very 1imited
ma-eriel on these ststes, and may be mistnken

s E?ﬂ this aana nwg‘n‘
n ELE M,%M

“
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The scademies of the 0ld séuth, ag was also the
ease in other sections, served often as a substitute for
college, anﬁ-ﬁiﬁaa their curriculs offered courses far in
advance of the elementary courses, they served this purpose
adequately.

A glance at the average curriculum of the academies
will show that while morelimited than the modern high school,
the subjects offered were much move advanced. Every real
academy not only offered but reguired advanced courses in
" Iatin and é@ﬁakgkig%ar mathematlics, and the sclences,

Almost without @xaégﬁiaﬁ the ecadeuy graduate was thoroughly
$rained in logic and in the art of orstory, and wsg generally
well grounded in the doctrines of the Ghriaﬁian faiths The
gtanda-d of scholarship was high and the discipline severe,
1¢aviﬁg no opportunity for "einch"courses or short cuts. In
Dr. Waddel's school the drones preparedfrom one hundred %o
one hundred and £ifty lines of Virgll to a lesson, and the
bright pupils sometimes @3 many ss one qhaﬁsaﬁﬁ liness The
president of HNassau Eail ?riac@%cn, aaié that De. Waddel's
kpﬁpiia were ag well prepared as those from any other school
in the Union.

The work of many of the academies was of such a high
order that they prepared students for entrance to sdvanced
classes at Harvard,Yale, and Princeton, as well as southern
colleges and universities.

1. ﬁariw@tharxﬁiatery of Hducation in Soaﬁh
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John Mlson had established & gseminsry at Lexington,
Kentucky by 1784; the Revs. 211 jah Craig had established one in
Georgetown by 1888, and Dr, Shackleford one in Bairdstown in
1?56.L The latter was taken over by Dr. James Priestly in
1788 and under his menagement hed a profound influence on the
leadership of the ata%a?” The establishment of such private
schools of high grade spread rapidly throulh the various
gtates and early led %o the patronsge by the ﬁtgea of
gecondary and higher e&uaggian¢ Trangylvania, endowed and
chardered in 1780 and 1788 by Virginis was soon followed by
ginilar endowments by Kentucky herself., By far the most
intereating feature of educational hiastory 13 Kentucky
up to about 1820 was the development of at least one ﬁﬁh@iﬁiﬁ:@%
academy in each county, 8s s part of a system of higher
education which cdlminated in a state ﬁnivorsity?ﬁ This plen
was put into agexa%ien and the aaaéamiegﬁreﬁ@ha& their zenith
by 1820, but after that point steadly ﬁ;clinaé, ‘The period
following their decline was marked by the rise of colleges.

During ammm terpitorial portod thore Weroat,
least four academies wi%ﬁ?ﬁ her barﬁ@rs,\éna prcﬁ&bl& others
whose names are forgotten. These instititions continued
their usefulness after the admigsion of the atate to the
Union. Green ﬁeﬁﬁemy,fun%ﬁeé at Huntsville in 1822,

flourished for fifty years. 1In }84?‘Eanr€ Tu?§§}er of
\wrﬂ_&-%M-W‘ J,r«%wwﬂmﬁm e w ey @195V 3
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opened a "elassical scientifle, end practical high,achaol

for boys at Gfsea@ Springs. The purpose of the school is to
yrégare young men for the business of life, or for the higher
classes in our colleges and universitles.” This was a
remarkably successful school form the very begimnning, requir-
ing application a year in advance after the firat session.
Its success is attributed largely to the rare genius of its
founder, who was a Virginian and a classnmate of Rdgar Allen
Poe.

Almost invsriably the teachers of these adavemies in

- the south were gentlemen of marked attaimments in scholarship

add of the highest moral character. The great majority of

" them were Christian ministers. Their ability to train

boys is witnessed %o by the number of prominent men whom
they educated, for it was from these acsdemies that moat of
the influential and successful men of the south received
their education.

The same type of education as thet offered by the
academies was faataé&a by ﬁhg pyi 7vate ﬁghﬁﬁlﬁ, which were
unehgﬁteraa. and by tutors in prirste homes, These schools
for the most part are unrecorded, and any estimate of kelr
number iz irpossible, but thet they'were many and that they
wielded & far-resching influence is attested by the frequent

references to them in =11 kinds of southern 1!terature, and

'_ by recollections and tributes of those living today who re-

“oeived instruvetion from sueh institutions.



The work of the private tutor in the sovih was
by no means as extensive as*ia generally supposed, bub it
was not unusual for the wealthier people of the colonies
to bring tutors treined in the English universities to teach
their childéren, and a great many sons of the planters
never received any other instruction. But as the private
schools, academies and colleges ceme %o the foreground,
private tutors becsme less frequent, and when employed
et all, they were ususlly graduates of Princeton or a

gouthern college.



16 35R

- 34 -

2. Colleges

50 much is said about the difficulties with which
our Pfathers pursued the pathway to knowledge and the youth
of today sre so frequently exhorted to gratitude for the
priceless privilege of 8 "college education” that the
following list of colleges which actually existed in that
11ttle known land south of the kason snd Dixon line before
1860 will doubtless be voth surprising and illuminating
to0 many. The colleges listed are those which attained
the rank of college and they are listed according to the
dgka of their founding. The universities are treated

later.
State Gollege Date of Pounding

Virginia William and Mary ‘1695
Hempden Sidney 53?83
Weshington College 1796
Randolph Hacon 1830
Richmond 1330
Bmory and Henry 1838
Roanoke 1842

Virginia Kilitary Institute 1839
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State College Date of Founding
Horth Carolina Wake Forest 1833
Davidson 1838
Trinity 1842
South Carolins south Csrolina College 1801
College of Charleston 1827
Brskine College 1839
Purman 1880
Hofford 1861
Georgis Franklin 1786
Emory - 1856
Georgia Uilitary Inst. 1851
college Temple | 1853
Bowden 1866
Alabams Le Grange 1830
Judaon 1839
Howard 1841
Athens ¥ 1843
Haryland Washington. 1783
Cokesbury 1784 (%)
Asbury i8l1s8
Mount of St. Hary's 1830
Prederick 1830
Loyole 18562
lit. Hope 1832
3t. James 1842
1845

Hewton
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Btate
¥leslipnl

Louisliane

College

Tennesses

Texas

4

Colliege
Jefferson
Cakland
Eissippl
Centenary
Brandon
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A mere glance at these dates is sufficent to see
that the great majority of these colleges were chartored after

1830, only ten having attained the rank of college before than
time, but it must be remembered that meno of them were estab-

- lished schools of high academic standing sbanding before re-
ceiving their charters, This pertod from 1830-1850 is
marked by & great educational revival when colleges, demonina-
tional largely, but non-sectariasn ss well, sprang up 8ll over the
south, The movement began in Kentucky pardy in 6ppeaiﬁisn to
?ranaylvaniavana partly to supply needs the university could
not meet, and grew so rapldly that it 1s said that there were
more aalla%ea in Kentucky in 1847 than in any other state in
the Union. Louisville about this time was one of the largest
centera of professional edueation in the country, having six
medical schools beasides law schools, two theological seminaries
and other professional gaheols?“ This is probably hot a complete
list, vut it i sufficient to give an idea of the number of
colleges in the South., However, when we look at the size of the
student Bodies of these o0ld colleges the%iieture darkens, for
8 pitifully small per cent of the population enjoyed the
privileges they offered., According to the United States census
of 1850 there were in the sleven southern states listed abaﬁve'
ninesywtwo colleges but with an average attendance of only
a hundrd and sixtesn, the totzl number of students in collepe
from all over the south being ten thousand five hunéeed forty
four (10,544). ﬁswéver, small atudent bodies were not peeuliar %o
the south but on the contrary according to the same census her

1. Lewig, A, P, History of Higher Education in
Eentucky.p.l6

1.ad e b 27
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fi@ure&ﬁa@m@are very favorably with those of New ﬁnglgnﬁ. Iﬁ’
eight New B
average student body of one hundred and thirty-seven, the total
number ofstudents being five thousand thirty-two. R. T. Dillerd,
superintendent of publie instruction of Kentucky, in his report to

gland States there were thirty-seven colleges with an

the legislature on January 7,1846, makes the following statement:
"It is worthy of agga that in the southern states that of the whole
o e _ s <D0 WtSasr, B8 (e AU
number of scholars, t&@ﬁé form a much greater proportion than at
the north, the number being in thﬁ former case as one to three and
in New England as one to twelve." This fact is most significant,
since ome would naturally expeet to find the largest attendance

on institutions of higher learning in the most thickly settled

section of the country and where such educational centers as
Harvard,Yale and Princeton had long been established. Moreover,
it is the generally ascepted uéiniﬁn that a greater prenium was
put upon higher education in the northeast than in the southern
part of the country. These figures seem to disprove that opinion.
?ﬁh@zx we turn to the quality of training received

by the §r1viz$@@? few the plocture brightens again. The entrance
requirenents of South ezwlm% be taken &»g typical: "For
admission to the freshman class of the College of South Carolina

- & candidate shall be able to render from lLatin into English

Cornelius Nepos, Sallust, Caesar's Cormentaries and Virgil's
Aeneld; to make grammatical latin of the exercises in Mair's
Introduction; to translate into English any passage from St. John
in the Greck New Testament; to give a grammatiecal analysis of the
words and have a general knowledge of the Inglish gramman; write a

1. Kentucky's Legislative Documents for 1845-46.
Py 58? «~591
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good legible Yand; spell correctly (achievements that are indeed
rare in college youths today) and be well acquainted with arith-
metic as far as includes the rule of 9re§@rtiau.“/'zn 1836 her
requirements were raised and in 1862 of the four colleges, South
Carolina, Harvard, Yale and Columbia, South Carolina's entrance
requirements were the highest. (By 1830 she had added to her
eurriculum a chair of Hebrew, Arabic and ﬁa@arana:w*raa

2.
chair of Science ineluding mineralogy and geology.) In like
manner the following curriculum of Washington College may be taken
as typleal of the course of study pursued by the eandidate aflter

admittance.

es for the first two years:

latin - Tacitus,Historia, Germania and Agbicola;
Pliny - select epistles; Livy, Clcero,De foiaiia,
Senectute and De Amicitia.

Greek - Zenophon's Cyropedia and Memorabilia; Adam's
Roman Antiquitiesl Butler's Ancient aaagraghyg
Herodotusj Demosthenes' Select Orations; Cleavland's
Antiquities of Greecce; Gresk Testanment %aexly.

1 ansueg

For the third and fourth years. ¥

Latin- Select Satires of Horace, Juvenal and Persius;
Odes and eplstles of Horace; Select Plays of Taxenee.

¥Mathematics department for the first and second years,

Algebra,Plane Geometry, and Trigonometry; Mensuration

oft Eﬁigh@s and Distances; ﬁarV$yi$§ and Navigation; second
year Algebra and Geomet rg complet Le@ari&nma, Bpherical
Trigonometry; Spherical rajaﬁtiana' Dialling; Hautieal
Astronomy; Analytical Gesometry and Conie 3@@ lons.,

Department of Physical Seiences -third year of regular course.
VYagnetism,Heat Mechanics,Hydrostatdes,

8§%§§§t§§§ gngmyriaéggfaa on B&tamygﬁineralegy and Geology.

W&MMJ
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Eh&tﬁriaax Course - fourth year of regular course.

Philosophical Grammar Logic, Rhetorie and ﬂr&tiaiﬁm
History, Weekly exercises in Composition and Eloecution.

Ethieal Course -
Mental Philosophy, Moral and Political Philosophy, Consti-
- tution of the ﬁni@aﬁ ﬁ%ataa s lLaws af Fations, Politiecal
- Eeononmy.
Vodern languages offered from 1852 on., 1In 1849 tha eatalegua.
~declares that the college has a "very respectable Chemical and
Philosophieal Apparatus which cost about 55000, and is kept in
‘good order," and a library of 3500 vmlum@s‘t
| So far removed is this curriculum from that of the
modern college that 1t reads almost like a forelgn tongue and it
is a slight strain on one's imagination to picture the young
éailegiata of today pursuing sueh a line of study, but well may
" he p&uaé and consider his debt to the men who were blessed with
the discipline and culture of such a course. Certainly, of the
cardinal sin of modern education his fathers were not guilty,
%far in those schools supefficiality was not tolerated. Scholastie
Vyataﬁ&&rés were high, stringent examinations 5;1@@ a year for four
years, usually taken in the presence of a committee, being required
for a a&graa. The student ha&iaa being small, the individual
r@&aivﬁé constant attention, so that, limited as was his fleld of
study, he was thproughly trained in that which was offered and there
was molded under th&vinfln@ne@ of these colleges a manhood such as
khas never been surpassed.
 The most influential military school both of the old
and of the new south is the Virginia Military Institute founded in
La&ingtsn, Virginia, in 1839, Here labored Stonewall Jackson

\. \b‘wm,v_&jtg,“ ealllge- Cadadg e\ UG,
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one of the world's greatest generals, Scores of 1ts alumnl have

rendered valuable service military and otherwise to the siate,

the south, and the nation, It has been a state institution from

its early history, was modeled largely after West Point, and since

its distinguished service in the Civil War, has been called the
"West Point of the South". ' '
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3. Hnivarai%iag

Yore then a century and a half after the Jamestown
fathers adopted their resolution for the founding of &
geminary of higher learning, it was the privilege of snother
southern legislative body to charter the first state dniver-
sity in America., On February 20,1784 the State of Georgia
chartered her university, granting with the charter an
endowment of 40,000 acres of land thus securinf for herself
the honor of being the firat state in the Union %o eharter a
nniveraity:‘the University of the State of New York being .

b Goapa Unins
chartered in May of the same year. Hb® doors were not open
to students,however, @ntil 1800. Before 1865 seveh 1»f the
the southern states had chartered and were operating state
untversities and two others had schools receiving state sup-

| port that took the place of state universities. In addition

# to the state universities there were at least gix other
institutions with the rohk and neme of undversity. vWnile
Georgia was the first to be chartered, the University of
North Carolina was the first to open her doors to students,
being chartered in 1789 and opened in 1?95?“ The others are
given in order of their fannaing;

State Uniwersities

University Founded Opened
Virginia 1819 1825
Alabama 1819 1831
¥issisasippi 1844 1848
Louisiana 1860 1860

ﬁan%ﬁegg e gﬁﬁ“ﬁxx,iéeﬁ 4 - el ¢€hdwﬁgga‘w\n C.p-6a.
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In Tennessee Blount and Hast Tennessee colleges were
gombined by sta‘e legislation in 1807 and called Hast

\ In 1840 1% was made East Tennessee Unie

Tennessee ﬁailégaa
verslty and in 1879 the name was finally changed %o the

Univeraity of @eﬁﬁaaaaa.:L South Carolina College, although
not made the stote university until 1888, had served in that

caPacity for many years before 1860,

Other Univeraities

State University Date |
Kentucky PTransylvania 1785(these comhined
Kentucky University 1858 in 1865 %o

L8

form the Uni~
versity of Ky.)

Alsbama Southern University 1866

Tennessee Hashville 1820%

Georgla Oglethorpe 1837

Mercer 1836

Louisians New Orleens 1847

Pexas Baylor }§' 1851

Each of these institutions hes a long and varied
history of 1t own, full of interest for the student of
educational history, but here only a few of the rost significsnt
fagts concerning those most influential in the antebellum days
mugt suffice.

That the darkest hour is Just before the dawn was
aﬁrﬁngaiy true in the history of Horth Carolins, for it is %o

one of the darkest hours af the Revolution that she traces the
LY S W\M %‘H’WM%MQ’V\.
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origin of her university, that bescon of 1ight to generstions
to come. It was on Hovember 12,1776, Just after the recent
éafﬁé% of the Conftinental Army at Lang Island and the capture
~ of New York that the Constituthonal ﬁenvegﬁiau met in Halifex and
on December 18 adopted = constitution containing s elanse'
vgréﬁiﬁiﬁg for a atate ﬂaivetﬁiEy‘k in,i?&% the paegla,ﬁy
separate vote indorsed the univeraity, and entwusted its
management to the General &asambl#. &&é the Cinvention of 1785
re-enacted the university yra?iaiang which the people ratified
in 1786, Pinally in 1789 her ah&rter was granted and 1mmaéiaﬁe
steps were taken for her construction. Honorable John Manning
says of the university when spesking in 1884, “Embraéiag all her
| children in her great Catholic heart she has always striven
to allay sectional faeling,‘ta moderate sectarian head, to
cultivate and eﬁaauﬁage a broad ardent love for the state, a
veneration for her easrly history and traditions, and apprecias-
tion of b¥® domestic virtues of her citizens and a love of
liberal iaarning.”z J
- H A%t the time of the opening in 1796 the curriculum
" of tha‘university itself consisted of five pr&f@aaerahipé:v ,
Rhetoric and Belles Lebttres,loral and Political §hilaaaghy and
History, Hatural Philosophy, Mathematicg,and Languages.
Radical ahaﬁges were made in both tha arrangement and aanﬁsﬁt
of the curriculum in 1318;3 In 1846 & separste school of
Law was added offering a course of two gaara;v In 1&5%5;

1. Cuoted by tmith in his Higtary of Rduestion in
ﬂerﬁh c$raliﬁa,p;55~

W\%\% mm\qmnx«vb&.
3. ZU\«?Q =S I
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"sehool for thé Application of Science to the Arts,” with
faur»yraf&aﬁazs waa established, its object being %o prepare men

for professional life as engineers, physicians, artisans,

- farmers and miners, giving them both practical and theoretical

{nstruction.

Among her execuitives were men of rare ability eand

of prominence throughont the country, probadbly the greatest of

these being her first president, Dr. Joseph Caldwell, but
it was under the administration of Dr. Davud Lowry Swain, who was
president from 1835~1868, that the university atteined to 1ts
greatest usefulness before the wer.” ' At one $ime Guring these
y@ara the student body numbered five hundred and Dr. Swaln
himasel? writes in a circular letter September 4,1860,"Half the
states of the Union are represented in our eatﬁiagué, - Ve
have_a%uéﬁnﬁa from about thirty colleges in various parts of
the country from ?ermamt.te %axas¢"1 Thus a8 she attained %o
national recognition.

The Xenitucky Gazette of Decembey 6,1793 writes
of Transplvenia University as follows, This Seminary is the best
aeatvaf education on the Western Waters; snd 1t is %o be hoped
that the time is not far distent when even pre judice will not
think 1% necegsary %o transport our youths to the Atlantie
States to complete their education. v

1. GQuote® by Smith in »i~ ¥istory of Educatio
in North Cerolina ¢ ¥3.
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1.Colonial ?eriod,

| It was almost impossible for a woman to obtain
formal schooling of any kind during the colonial period.
Classical schools were not open to women, and there was no
provision whatever for the higher education of the wome

and girls of the early days. Education was not only deenmed

unnecessary for women, it was considered inmproper and
detrimental for a young lady to be highly educated. Girls
were taught to read and write, to dance and %o sing and play,
kif a teacher for these arts could be had, and occasionally
the aristoecratic young ladies were taught to speak French,
but for the most part their education was restrieted to
household arts.

Following are excerpts collected from county records
of Virginia by L.G.Tyler, Editor of ~m %}lliam and Mery
Historiecal Magazino:

Frances and Mary a&thérpa, orphans of Ebimilech
Cathorpe, paid Re#. Theodosius Staige of Charles Parish three
pounds for three years schooling from 1736 to 1739, MNiss
Elizebeth Reade, daughter of John Reade,deccased, went to school
over ten years, 1757-67,

Quoting from the Norfolk Antiquary, we find that
"There was a fazamﬁanamg boarding school for girls at Williams-

Y v

burg about 1760." e, 3.6
. TAf - : TIPS R ‘er": ‘ S X - .
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Mary Ball, the mother of Washington, wrote from her
kﬁ%ﬁ when fifteen years of age,"We now have & young miﬁiatar
living with us who was edcated at Oxford, took orders and
came over to assist Revl.Kemp. The parish is too poor to keep
both, and he teaches for his board. He teaches Sister Susie
and me and Madam Carter's boy and two girls. I am now
learning pretty faa%¢“1

The following edvertisement was quoted by Steiner
in his History of Education in Maryland from a paper of
1754. "Mary Salisbury proposes keeping school in Annapolis

at the house where Mr, Sparrow lived, near the #harah, to
teach young ladies Frenech and all sorts of fine needlework,
tapestry,embroidery, with gold and silver, and every other
curicus work which can be performedwith a needle, and all
other education it for young ladies,except dancing.”

Daughters of wealthy planters were frequently sent
to England for their education as their vlothers were, or if
they were not so fortunate, they nmight receive some instruction
from their brothers! tutor, and they always had access to the
private libraries in the plantation homes, One of these lovely
plantation flowers transplanted to England for cultural educa-
tion was the beautiful Evelyn Byrd. The story of her brilliant
reception in England and her tragic love affair is one of
history's best known romances.

. - { A~ e~ 504 B, ~ o0 N PP KA
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Such were the meagre opportunities f'm% education

open to women in those early days, but $het the idea that
~ the colonial lady in the south was uncultured or in any

sense of ﬁw word illiterate cannot for a moment be harbored.
| 8ds of Anerica, so famed for their brave men in
the 17%h an& 18th %mﬁriw were éguaz.ly rich in their
b@m‘;m} women, who exhibited 50 marve lously well the power
of the highest feminine influence during the most historie
and trying age the country hes %mmwl And not a few of
these women were of the southern colonies. Certainly on

such an honor roll are writien the names of Mary Ball,
Martha Washington, Dolly Madison, and a score of others a
little less f
effort to desoribe Dolly Madison to a friend said, "Tis not

her form, %tis not her face, it is the woman altogether whom ;
I wish you to see,” She was the only woman ever voted &W
in Congress and "even &s an o¢ld lady her girlish laugh and
gentle volce We& some political &w*&i&m. 2 A fitting

anous, but not less admirable, Some one in an

¢lose to a chapéer on the women of the colonial period is
found in the words of the Frenchman's tribute to Mary Washing-
ton as she was presented at & ball given her illustrious
son in Fredericksburg, "Ah!, If such are the matrons of
Americea,well w she boast of her illustrious sons.”
2. Awakening in 1830
Little progress was made in education for women any-

where in Amerieca until about wsﬁ when the el ucational rmiw}.
). &7V Sala, R4 Vs BIU - cnd Conollions

9., 3)'_*& - e \q(i
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of 1839 to 1850 brought with it en sctive interest in the
establishment of schools for girla!' Even then the movement
for higher education for women was slow and the first schools
established were mere seminaries whose curricula did not in-
elude the welghtier subjects., The typical course of the
earlier seminaries or female institutes, offered reading,

gramman, writing, arithmetic , history geography, sometines

German or French, plain needlework,musiec, drawing, and ornamen-
tal naa&lawm&kfl Gradually the institutes of higher grade added
Bnglish branches and other subjects t1ll the following

gourse of &tu&y for the advanced department of Oxford Female
Acadenmy may be taken as typical: Cometock's Natural Philosophy;
Comstock's Chemistry; Léﬁéaln*x»ﬁetanyi Playfair's Eculld;
DaytsAlgebra; ﬁﬁwy%é*a Rhetorie; Alexander's Evidences of Chris-
tianity; Goodrich's Eccddsiastical History; History of England

and France; Abercrombie's Intellectual Powers; Ambercrombie's
Moral Feelings; Walters on the Mind; Burrett's Geography of
the Heavens; lLoglc; Roman and Grecian antdquities; Political
Economy; Composition, This is a far ery from the three R's
and ornamental needle work, but it is not nearly so formidable
as it sounds and thé ¢lasaies, real science, and mathematics
are congpleuous by their absence.

Governor ﬁetsalrga address before the Kentucky
Legislature in 1828 in behalfl of education in its plea for
the highereducation of women is so characteristic of the spirit

of the time and reveals so much of the struggle with prejudice
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against the education of women that it bears quoting here:

- "himwious as every friend to the perpetuation of our republican

institutions must be for the education of our sons as the solid
foundation of our civil,political and religious rights, I submit
to yaué wisdom and justice to say,whether the public bounty
ought to be confined to the education of our sons emclusively?
Are our daughters less entitled to the parental care and the
beneficence of the govermnment?...... It is true that she acts
her part in the shade of domestic retirement, 3She is not often
an active agent in the perils of war., IHer voice 1s not heard
in our senates. But this detracts nothing from the importance
of her station, Her place is one of high if not awful
responsibility” -- ( and here he discourses in true southern
style on woman's influence )---, "Surely her mind should be
cultivated and adorned by the instructions and grace of a
systematic education, Will not the legisleture of Kentucky
confer upon their state the honor of having taken the first
step for the promotion of this desirable BbJect? The act I am
garaaaéaa will be hailed with delight by the present and
succeeding generations; and monuments dedicated to its authors

may rise by the side of those which are intended to 3gmmﬁﬁﬁrﬁte
the deeds of our heroes and Sages of the revolution."” But even
to such an eloquent plea Kentucky did not for a time reﬁﬁend,
and to another state fell this honor,

However both in the establishment of female adademies
and of colleges for women dhe south claims priority over the
other sections of the country. The coming of the ten Ursuline

"Soeurs" in 1727 frsm far away France to the celany 0] Orle&nﬁ

@ ek, (G- g, V- S



- 5] =
1s one of the most beatiiful of all the stories of the pioneer
days of the French colony so rich in rémence, For a while
the sisters abéﬁ@ at the home of Blenville himself, and from
there went to establish the Ursuline convent schools that are
8411l open in Louisiana, To one disputes this claim, dbut
Wesleyan's precedence in Georgila as t&a first chartered
woman's college in the world has been challenged a number of
times, However, it is now a well established fact that Wes-
1's college in the world and

leyan was the first chartered wome
the first as such to issue diplomas to women., The most serious
contestant for this honor was Oberlin. This is a coeducational
institution chartered in 1834 which,being coeducational,admitted
women but her right to confer degrees upon them according to |
her charter was disputed. Wesleyan, exclusively a woman's
college, was chabtered with the right of conferring degrees in
1836, 1Its first degree was conferred in 1840, In the following
year Obérlin e@nfﬁrr@é degrees on her first three graduates.

The movement ﬁé gg%é% ighéggéiﬁy&n Colleze began as
early as 1825 with the espressed desire of a group of Maecon's
citizens for the founding of a school for the education of their
daughters. Later it was taken up by the Methodist church, and
then the state, heing»a fré§aant and stormy subject of debate

‘in the legislature from 1830 until the fight was won. The

diffioulties of the task are suggested in the prologue of an
Historical Pageant given at the College in recent years, which

begins as follows:



- 52 -

"The first of all the colleges

For woman kind,"we say,

And speak the waréa sam&ttmas in suech
A very casual way

That we forget the years of tail,
The years of brave intent

The trials and the struggles

That the founding of it meant!

oh! let's forget %hat Wesleyan

Iz near a century old,

And live agsin its yaﬁt,anﬂ see

Its yesterday unfold.

And watceh the spirits,Macon small,
And learning,Church, and State
Bring forth a li%tle trembling drean
From out thelr castle gate.

And then with naught to with her
Except their faith and ;~11

To start the little dream upon

Her journey up the hill,."

The the poet zoes on to deseribe how the little
dream encountered and overcame first "Grey Prejudice®, then
poverty, then war, ( with the Indians and the Texas War),
and finally financial panic and the failure of the cotton.
But stili enduring, she at last triumphed and the first

*s college in the warl§<was set a@eﬁgﬁaaan heights, and
Wesleyan towers were raised to meet the sky and point the
way to a higher mental and spiritual life for Wwomen",

The following report from the visiting cormittee in
1856 gives an idea of the condition of the college after two
decades of service."The colleglate year Just closed has been
one of mingled prosperity and trial. The patronage of the
institution has been the largest ever in attendance - the total
for the year amounting to 177. The catalogue reports the
corps of instruction complete, consisting of eleven professors

aﬁé teachers,including the president. The facilities of
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instruction are amply ﬁuffiaiant¢ while the uniform decorum
of the students, the familiarity of intercourse betwen them-
selves and the faculty, their highly creditable examination
and exhibition attest tmzrlm proficiency and the faithful-
ness of theilr instructors.” For the charaeter of the women
first t rained here from tﬁ& collegets earliest days, sons

and deughters not only of Georgia but from all over the South,
give thanks. We may falrly judge ghe dasughters of Wesleyan
by three gra@uates of antebellum days of which recent coples
of the Alumnae %ell us. Mrss Mary Culler White in her book,
*The Portals of Wonderland", tells of how Mrs. Alice Culler

Cobb, a graduate in 1858 tecame an invaluable member of her
Alma Mater's faculty and even while a wife and mﬁth@r,“splen~
didly led the Wesleyan students in the class room, on the
aaw@ua, ‘and in their dramatic setivities in the chapel.® 2
Mrs. Helen Jamison Plane who conceived the idea of the Stone

fﬁmﬁﬁaiﬁ Yonument was a Wesleyan graduate of 1843. 3he died

a little over two years ago after giving Ahe signal for the
unveiling of the head of ILee, the first of the aai&as&llgraup
to be carved, and just five weeks affer her ninety-sixth
birthday. Verne Dyson gives the following charming a@&erigtien
of meeting lMrs, Young J. Allen, of the class of '58, and a
missionary in Chine since *59, *"Here in China in a Chinese

- house, seated in a carved redwood chair, I found myself talking

with a Southern gentlewoman,possessed of the antebellum charms
of manner wﬁiﬁh have now become rare even in the South itself

1, The Wesleyan Alumnae, April 1927,p.87
2. Wesleyan Alnmn&e,&gril 1985,p.8
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. and which have eome down to us, of the new generation, as

fondly nourished tradition. She talked Tirst of Georgia,

the sunny lsnes, the magnolias, and white @ogwood blossoms,
the steamboats, the singing darkies, and the cobtton and the
corn, ¥Her memory of 1life in the South before the wer is like
a dresm that is too h@g@l@aaly lovely to be truey but that
“f}was reality, and Mrs Allen left it §g come to China and

she is not now nor ever has been BOTTY "

Fortune keeps withinm her bounty a store of rare
glifts to bestow at times as tokens @f‘har special favor.
Such was her gift to Wesleyan in the privilege of intimate
association with the poet-misicien, Sidney Lanier, His home
was in Hacon, and he was a frequent visitor at the college
from his early youth., On more than one occasion an eager
Macon audience gathered there to hear the exquisite notes of
his flute. Here it was that he met and wooed = the beautiful
ﬁ&r? Day, whom he afterwards irmortalized in his poen, "Ry
spriﬁga“* "Hesleyan'ts old towers are now peering dimly

through a large arched-top windowninto thé northeast cormer o ¥

the new Washington Memorial Library upon a beloved brown head.
It is the likeness in bronge of the poet and musician whose

%‘,

romance end literary hopes ahg sheltered and whose flute notes
often rewarded her kindness.”
v 4, Development from 1845-1860
Following the founding of this first college, higher
education for women grew slowly but surely in favor,gaining
in momentum after about 1845 so that by 1860 there were at

1., Wesleyan Alurmae, January 1926,pp 4-5
2. ﬁealﬁyan Alumnae ,January 1925, p.6
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least twenty odd "female institutions® of collegiate rank in
the seuths Some of the most important of these were Science
Hill of Kentucky, Elizabeth of Mississippi, Greensboro Female

~ College, North Carolina, Judson in Alabama, and Hollins and

Mary Baldwin in Virginia, 4And for the most part these col-
leges were in the years before the war well attended, being
generallyrilled to eapacity. But even so, a very small per
¢ent of the women in the south enjoyed the privilege of an
acadenic education, it smust not be supposed that culture
and mmriw education wré ligited to college graduates.

" Bvery southern gentlenman's daughters if not sent to college

were sent {o private schools or taught by a governess. The
*s education was not utilitarian except in

object of & woman
the domestic arts, but was sirietly cultural and the subjects
chosen served that purpose admirable, She was taught musie
m& dancing, the English classics, history, a little of philo-
ance languages.

It was not an unusual thing for a woman # read Freneh fluentlys

for ‘instance, Miss Selma Nelson of Albemarle County,Virginia,

read several languages for pleasure and when reading aloud was

wont to choose a story in Italian or French and translate as

she W&ﬁ.ql‘ Jemes Mercer Garneit taught a private school at

his home,Elmwood, and his daughters tmghﬁ the languages, 2

One of the most erronecus congeptions of life in the old saﬁth

is that the women of those days led lives of idleness and ease.
; , T \ ndent oht to

e oo bk T, i Vb

el
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the mistress was not a 11@21'& load, and §a &’@131? their needs
and care for her own household recuired real ax@mﬁ% ability.
.&nﬁ when this was done, she was called to £ill a position as
hostess which demanded not only beauty and graciocusness, but
that quality of mind and poise which are the accomplishments

. of true culture alone, Sueh were the women who made possible

that unparalleled home life of the old south, and who have left
to the duaghters of Ameriea a heritage of beauty and grace, of
cherm and brilliance, of character and herobsm which are justly

& source of pride.
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But when all is sald and done, if the story of the
intellectusl life af any people or age could be told in
L schools, of teachers and pupils, the task

temme of formal
would be a simple one and theresult for the most learned of
nations bud a frugal tale. One of the most subkle and at

the same time most potent of all educational foress is the |
ﬁngénsaiaas social iﬁ%@§a@§ra@ of every day life, [lNever

has that power flourished under more auspieious ecircumstances
than in the 1life of the old south. The southern planter

was a student of the elagaiaa, a profound philosopher, a keen
observer of men and ﬁatara, &ﬁ‘intﬁrﬁﬁtﬁﬁ and conscientious
“student of public questions, a wide and prodigious reader,
and a deep and original thinker. Highly gifted in the art

of conversation, what&@r'ﬁa.vaasf§%ﬁ or in the banquet hall,
out of a fund of knowledge and with a psr ician grace end
courtliness of manner, he would discuss wg%h understanding
end unstudied brilliance philosophy, religion, history and
current events, Young men sitting at the feet of their zires
- got w%aéﬁﬁ and understanding; were schooled in the sciences;
versed in the art of living, and imbued with c¢hivalry's noblest
ideals, E&ﬁ@ati%ﬁ in the old south was not merely a matter
of book learning,

In the influence of its social life, &as well as in

other things, kigtgriaas are wont to compare the civilization

of the old south with that of Greece. "There are fewer persons
1. Thomas Jefferson himself after his return to Monticello
ggs accustoned to spend a part of each day teaching young
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at the north than at the south who cannot read, but does it
follow that t&a&& is less education here? Ve think not.

The Athenians were a highly educated people, The Athenian
masses constituted the oritical audiences for whom and by
whom their still uﬁri?alleé orators and g@@ta'ﬁéra trained.
They ecould comprehend and feel the sublimity of Aeschylus, the
g&thes of Buripides and the most delicate irony egqually with
the coarsest satire of Arlstophanes, They aﬁyréeiat@é the
stately oratory of Pericles and the vehement cloquence of

emosthenes.  Yet there were no common schools in Athens,.

3
ﬁé‘hava no reason to believe that the people eould read

or write, Aristides, we know, was asked to write the note
that banishod him,"  And so it was in the old south, In
the county eﬁﬁrta* in the state capitals, and in many other
neeting pla-es the southern populace, in a school of oratory
likened unto that of Greeee in its besuty and eloguence,
received the impress of giant 1ntallaﬁ%a*ﬁxé caught the
vi&ien of great souls,

1. Elmwood Fisher = Southern Quarterly Review,
?ﬁl.1$, D+292.
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VLI. Conclusion

1. An Accusation Answered

The accusation is repeatedly brought against the

0l1d 8outh that she made no contribution to art or literature,

or science. It is not within the scope of this paper to
disprove such an indictment, but it is not only fitting
but obligatory to state that the facts in the fileld of high@f\
education alone reveal its absolute falsity. It is fitting
here¢,too, to make an earnest plea for a more scholarly and

intensive study of the intellectual life Qf that people of

Ameriea who have glven to literature a Poe, a Joel Chandler
Harris, agﬁark Twain and a Sidney Lanier; to art a Moses

" Bzekiel; to musie a lanier and America's purest folk songs;

to m@éi@iﬂ@ a Crawford W. Long; to the physical sciences

| & Joseph Le:ﬁuntﬁgaﬂé a Matthew Fontaine Maury. ‘Eé who so

studies will find that these are but a fo¥r of the names of
those who have attained in each of these flelds.

And yet 1t must be remembered that the great part
played by the 0ld South in the nation's history was not in
the fi@i& of art, or literature or science, but in the field
of statesmanship, It was not by chance that she was called
to play this part but in what G. Campbell Morgan calls the
econony of God in history. ©Philip Schaff says of Augusiine
and FPelagius," Such glants in theology could only arise in
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an age when this queen of all the sciences drew into her

gervice the whole mental activity of the tims‘“l It is

equally true that &ush statesmen as those of the 0ld South
eould only arise in aa“&ga«when neceszsity and the supreme

#aéks of the time drew into the development of political
leadership the whole mental activity of the time., In the
building of this great gatian there was need for mnen of nmoral
courage, of vision, of intsgrity, of learning in history,philo-
sophy, law, and of skill in the forum and in the art of
government, To the South was given the privilege,at least

in large measure,of making this contribution. It is here that
she stands in unreflected glory and it was in the molding of
such statesmanship that her system of higher elucation rendered
its finest service and its most far-reaching influence. A
glance éhreagﬁ alumi records, and the msses of the nation's
history is sufficient to reveal this fact., TFor not only have
those alumni served their own states nobly in every possible
capaoity, but from the days of the nation}s birth t11l 1861
there was not a single national post of honor and responsibility
which was not held not once but repeatedly by men trained in

the seheools of the 0ld South.

2. Findings

The chilef findings of this study especially as they
relate to the erroneous popular conceptions of higher education
“4n the South before 1861 may be stated as follows:

1. Sechaff: History of the Christian Ghurah,?ﬁlﬁa
‘ pe 789, -
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’-iﬁ”?kﬁ southern colonies were the soene of the first legislation

for education on the continent, :

2, The south 1s the home of the second oldest college in
Anmerica. |

3, She is the mother of State Universities.

4. She is the ploneer of higher education for women and the .
nother of the first college for women in the world.

5, There were actually in existence in the South before 1865
" gertainly as many as three hundred academies, at least
fifty-eight colleges, seven state universities and six other
universities.

6. Colleze entrance requirements were stringent, the standard
* ‘of soholarsnip high, and the curricula diffisult,

7. The professors for the most part were men of broad culture
of profound scholarship, and high noral character.

8, Higher education in the 014 South compared favorably with
that of New England in the number of colleges, in the
scholarship of students and faculty, the south being super-

ior in the classies; and in attendance, the size of the :
student bodies being about equal in propoetion to the
population and economic conditions of the respective sections.

9. The educational work of ?ﬁamaa Jefferson perhaps contri~
buted more to the progress and development of the nation
than di1d his political career. ( see chapter on Jefferson's
contribution to education earlicr in this paper,

Higher Education in the 014 South and the
Educational Movements of Today.
What has the higher education of the 0ld South

to contribute to the greateducational movements of today?

The answer comes almost as an indictment striking at at least

three great weaknesses in modern educational systems, IHer

contribution may be suggested in the following contrasts:

first,the prineciple of culture for culture's sake and the .

desire for richness of life and service ageinst the utilitarian
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nmotives of today; second, broad and thorough scholarship in
contrast with modern superficiality; and finally, emphasis on

moral and spiritual training against the paucity and need

of such training today. lLet educational leaders in America

oday take cognizance of their heritage and"proving all things,
hold fast to that which is good.” |
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