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THE USE OF POETRY IN WORSHIP SERVICES
FOR THE MIDDLE ADOLESCENT.

INTRODUCT ION

A+ Statement of the Problem.

The problem of this study is to investigate the use
of poetry in wqrship services for the middle adolescent,l Cbviously
this investigatlon implies a survey of poetry now being employed
in worship services for middle adolescents and an analysis and
evaluation of its use. It is at onee apparent that the value of
poetry in a worship service cannot be determined without en under-
standing of the worship experience. %Thus a subsidiary problem
emerges, namely, an 1ﬁquirg into the nature and function eof wérship
in the religious experience of middle adolescents. What, psycholo~-
gically, conétimtes the religious experience of the vmidcile adolescent
is another problem which, at this point, is sean. The present
investigation, therefore, is three fold. It seeks: (1} to discover
what 1s invelved in the religious experience of the middle adolescent;
(2) to ascertain the nature and function of worship; and (3} to
determine what place poetry has, and may have, in the worship ex~

perience.

B. Importance of tie Problem.
Brightman declares that ™the life of religion depends

1. By "™middle adolescent” is meant & young person between the ages
of fifteen to seventeen inclusive.

- 2.



upon the worth of warship.”l Particularly for the senior doss the
life of his religion depend on the reality of his worshipe. Becsuse
of this fact, Verkuyl states that the first aim of the Christian
leader, as he seeks {0 bring young people into daily fellowship
with God, is to hélp them worship aright.? Binford points out that
worship like everything else is learned by vractice, through ex-
perience, and a2dds that "a service that doss not train sdolescents
in worship trains adolescents not to worship."3 Such statements

as these indicate that one of the foremost concerns of religious
educators todsy is the matter of the worshiyp service for the adoles~
cents This interest in worship is further demonstrated by the fact
that practically every type of religious meeting in which seniors
participate (Sumday School, young people's meetings, clubs, and

the like) begins with a worship service.

Moreover, the value attached te® the worship experience
and the care given {0 the planning of a2 program are suggested by
the variety of materials now being used. Such materials include
drama, pictures, stories, and postry, in addition to the long used
msic, prayer, and the Seriptures. The inclusion of poetry in wor=-
ship services for seniors is not surprising when consideration is
glven to Boddy's statement that "poetry is the natural languege of
relligion,"‘* and to Caroline Miles Hill's comment that "poetry is

*® ® 9 & & @

1. Brightman, Edgar Sheffield: Religious Values, pe. 185,

2. Cfs Verkuyl, Gerrit: Adolescent Worship, p. 1ll.

3. Cf. Binford, Anna Branch: Worship in the Young People's Division
of the Ch}n‘ch, Pe Be

4, Boddy, William H.: "Poetry and Religion", International Journal

- of Religious Eduecation, Hay 1931, pp. 14, 15.
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the natural language of youth, freedom, Jjoyousness, and love of
beauty.”l Purthermore, one is reminded of the tendemcy of men
through the ages to express in paeansof lyric praise those foelings
which arise from the depths of his nsture. Especially is this true
when those feelings spring from man's awareness of fellowship with
the God of the Univarse; as 1s indicated by the glorious lyrices of
the Psalms, the rapturous melddy of the "Gloria in Excelsis,"®
or the chaste beauty of the "Bé?agnificat".3 It sppears that leaders
are now recognizing the natural affinity of poetry and religion
and are sensing the tremendous importance of emphasizing the feeling
element, as well as the intellectuzl, in the worship experiencesof
the middle adolescent.?® |

The significance of the present investigation is
geen, therefore, in its purpose to snalyze the sacred relationship
of an individual to God ab the period in the iife of that individual
when his whole being is alert, alive, and avid for every experience
with reality. PFurther, the importance of the present study lies in
poetry itself, in its nature and in its appesl to seniors. A pre-
liminary survey reveals that this material chosen for special
exemination, while generally used in worship, is little discussed
by aathorities writing on adolescemnt worship. The import of the
present research, then, rests in its attempt to open for study the

. . L ] * * o

1. Hill, Caroline Miles: The World's Great Religious Poetry, p. xiii,.
2+ Ofs. Luke 2:14.,

3. Cfe Luke 1:46=55.

4, Of, Shaver, Erwin L: How to Teadh Seniors, p. 83.



field of poetry as it relstes to the religious experience of the
- middle adolescent, who readily worships with the heip 0f verse.
Ce The Plan of The Present Study,
and The Method of Proocedure.

The threefold netwre of the present smdy has been
stated above. Chapter one will present as a foundational study an
anslysis of the religious experience 0f the mlddle adolescente.
After an introduction d.ealing with the development of religion in
the growing person, thrae‘phases of religious sxperience will be
» treated:, conversion, doubts, and worship. BSince the approach to
the subject will be psychological, the nature of worship will be
dealt with in this chapter. This implies and 80 necessitates a
definition and an analysis of the worship experience in the light
of the.psychology of the middle adolescent.

Chapter two will be concerned wiith the functional
side of worship. This discussién will center about the dual value
0f the worship expsrience, that is, its intrinsic and its exbrinsic
benefits.

Chapter three will proceed with an analysis of the
nature of poetry and an investigationm of its funetion in religious
experience. Such analysis and investigation, together with a
discussion of the senior's feelings gbout postry, will lgad to cer-
tain conclusions respecting its appropristeness in adolescent
woi'ship.

The results of a survey of poetry now being used in

‘worship services will be given in chapter four. ©Senior worship
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services in the Intemational Journal of Religious Zducation will
be surveyed, along with the services in representative hymmals for
youth and in senior .worship books. This survey should reveal the
extent of the use of poetry, the types of poems that are belng
'used, and the naturs of their use. Obviously the method of use,
that is, thse function of poeiry in worship, is the thing with whieh
the investigador here 1s mos t concerned.

In the light of the proposed survey and on the basis
of the analysls of the mature of poetry, of the middle adolescent,
and of worship, chapter five will set forih certsin recommendations
and"sﬁg‘gestians for the larger use of poetry in youth worship.
Specific ways by which poetry msy be used éxtensively and helpfully
in worship will be presented. On.the basis of the findings reported
in chapter four, chapter five will set forth briefly prineiples to
gulde one in the cholce of poems t0 be used im senior worship.

Finally, there will bte presented f-he general conclusions
of the present study along with an organizstion of its signifiecant

findingse
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CHAPTER ORE
THE RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE OF THE MIDDLE ADOLESCENT

4. Introduction.,

The most significant time of life from the standpoint
of religious development, as well as from every other point of
view, is, according to Starbuck, the period of adalescenqe.i Em-
phasis rmst be placed on the words "time of life"; for, says Tracy,
adolescence 1f viewed rightly is "not a life by itself but a stage
in the total life."? Farthermore, 1t has no charascteristic "whose
germ may not be found in childhood, and whose ccnsaqnences may not
be traced in maturity and old age.“s It is t%is age which offers to
the psychologist a rich and engaging field of study because this
is the age of the most interesting religious phenomena. Strikingly
enough these phenomena are most evident in the middle teens. QOne
who attempts, therefore, to study the religious experience 0f the
middle adolescent finds himself face to face With the most challeng-
ing three years of life, from the standpoint of religion.

Before a discussion of the phenomensa which characterize

the religious experience of the semior is begun, it is necessary to

# & © & o

1. Cf. Starbuck, Bdwin Diller: The Psychology of Religion, p. 195.
2. Tracy, Frederick: The Psychology of Adolescence, pe 5e
3e Ibide, pe 5e



state what is meant by "religious experience'. Hickmsn points out
that the term "religion" is sometimes used to denote a system of
beliefs and sometimes té indicate = speecial kind of reaction to
certain stimuli.l He further shows that religion is a matter of
intellect, emotion, will, and social attitude.? Edward speaks of
religious experience as "an experience of God znd of our relation-

”3

ship with him."’ William James explains that religion is

"the feelings, acts, and experiences of individual men in

their solitude, as far as they apprehend themselves to stend

in relation to whatever they msy consider the divine."4
Without multiplying definlitions, which it 1s possible to do almost
without end, one is willing to aceept‘as the basis for the present
study Tracy's statement that religion

“wbate#er it may involve in it%s details, has t0 do in its

inmost essence with the relation between man and his lMsker,

or, more exactly with man's attitude towards whatever he be~

lieves to be the supreme reality in the universe."b

Religious experience for the senior, therefore, is a

matter of relationship between him and his Maker. If this relation
is of peculiar significance, that is not to say that it originates
in middle adolescence or is confined, in any sense, to the senior
ege. On the contrary, it is apparent that the senior but experiences
the emergence of & religious life that had its germ in childhood
and infanoy.

® & & » o O

1. Of. Hickman, Frank S.: Introduction to the Psychology of
Religion, pe 45
2+ Ibide, PPD- 4967,
3. Edward, Kenneth: Religious Experience: Its Nature and Truth, p. 18.
4. James, William: Varieties of Religious Experience, p. 3l.
5. Tracy, Ope ¢ite, Do 183,
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Be The Development of Religion in the Senior.

Hoxcey in treating the religious life of the middle
adolescent explalns that a religlous "instinct", like the sex in~
stinot, was supposed formerly to begin to function in adalescence.l
She adds, however, that psychologists now agree there is no such
thing as a "religious instinet.®2 It is nevertheless ftrue that
because of the semior's enlarged capacity to think, to feel, to
wiil, to 4o ~— in&eed; because of the striking connection among
all his psychic powers®— his religious life frequently takes on a _.
great new richness and fulnegs. This Pratt has in mind when he
speaks of adolescence as the "flowering times for feligion."4
Religious expression in the middle teens ig different from that of
earliier years. The intense interest in personality, the strong
sense of loyalty, the deep yearning for a oenter about which one's
personality may be organized, the exuberant physical, mental, and
emotional energy,5 - all these eall from the senlor an enthusiastic
response to Christ's invitation, "Follow me." It is not surprising
then that the period of middle aﬁélescence is the outstanding time |
for conversion. On the other hand, the guickening of all his mental
powers mekes the senior ready t0 question, and thus one discovers
that middle adolescence is the age for the begimming of intellectual
doubts. Serving as a great steadying force, howsver, is the experience

* & & & 9 »

1. Of. Moxcey, Mary E.: The Psychology of Middle Adolescence, pe. 171.
2. Cf. Ibido, Pe 171.

3e Cfs Tracy, 0pe clte, pe 6.

4. Pratt, James Bissett: The Religious Comsciousness, p. 108,

- Be Cfe Hoxcey, ODe Slte, Ppe 173 - 191, :
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0of worship, which is of particular import for the middle adolescent
because of his deepening intellectual and emotional powers and his
increasing aesthetic appreciatzon.l

Conversion, doubts, and worship, therefore, constitute
the religious experience of the middle adolescent. These will be
discussed in the order named, dbut it should be understood that no
attempt will be made here to treat amy one of the three exhaustively.
Each is a vast field about which scores of authorities have written.
It is the purpose of the present study to investigate only some of

the most salient features of each of these phenomena.
Ce An Analysis of Conversion in Religious Experience.

l. Definition of Conversion.

Approaching "the most striking sdelescent religious
phenomenon"? conversion, one is almost overwhelmed by the volume of
the material that has been writtem on the subject. lioreover, one
is somewhat baffled by the great variety of attitudes and opinions
concerning this phenomenon, there being spparently as many different
definitions for the word "conversion" as there are persomns who
attempt to define it. G. Stanley Hall sgys,

"In its most fundamental sense, conversion is a natural,

normal, universal, and necessary process at the stage when life

pivots over from an autocentric t0 an heterocemtric basis."d
Pratt points out that the whole moral and religious process of

- L 4 * L - L]

l. Cf. Kupky, Oskar: The Rellgious Development of Adolescents, pp. 83-96.
2. Pratt, ope. cit., p. 1l22.
3. Hall, Ge. Stanley: Adolescence, Vol. II, p. 301,
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adolescence may be called canversion.l It is interesting that bdoth
Hall and Pratt use the word 'process", thus suggesting one of the
chief types of conversion. Hiclkmen, suggesting another type,
assérts that conversion is "a pronounced mental revolution through
which 2 life consciously 1rreligieus becomes consclously religious
in its aims and loyalty.“z One questions Hickmsn's emphasis on

- the intellectual aspect of the experience to the apparent execlusion
of the emotional and volitional aspects. Starbuck, on the other
hand, stresses the volitional phase of the experience when he says
conversion is the "surrender of personal will to be guided by the
larger forces of which it is a part."5 Elsevhere hé speaks of it

as an "unselfing”% as "an awekening inte larger life",5 as "“suddenly
forsaking the lower for the higher self."® Whatever clse conversion
mey mean, and apparently it msy msa# variows things to various in=-
dividuals, for the senior it must involve the integration of per-
sonality about a central obJject of loyalty (the object for Christians
being Jesus Christ) and the unification of the individual not‘only

within himself but alse with his social environment.

2. The Age of Conversion.
As has been suggested already, conversion seems to
be an adolescent phenomenon; that is not to ssy that it may not, and

¢« & * & & =

1. Of. Pratt, CPe Qito, P iz22.
2e Him, O« Qito, Pe 215.
3« Starbuck, ope. ¢ite., pe 146,
4e Ibid,c, Pe 148.

5o IbiGe, Do 147,

6. Ibid., P 156,
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indeed does not, occur at any time of life. Nevertheless, practically
all writers agree that it belongs to the period of middle adolescence.
Starbuck in his very thorough study discovered that for females

the peak of conversion occurs at sixteon with smaller peaks occurring
at thirteen and eighteen; for males Athe peak is sizteen, with smaller
peaks at twelve and at eighteen or nineteen.! Moxcey discusses
conversion as the outstanding religious experience of {the middle teens.?
Ames also mentions the three ages for both males and females andg

gives sixteen a.s the pealz:.3 It appears, therefore, that while

writers may not agree as to0 the nature of the conversion c¢risis

they do agree that it is more likely to ocour during middle adolescence
than during any other period in life, sixteen being the high point

for both males and femé,les.

3. Causes of Conversion.

vﬁinee it is agreed that conversion belongs preeminent=-
ly to middle adolescence, the investigator immediately guestions
why this should be true. ZPractically all students of this age have
discovered that the explanation emerges when the adolescent is con-
siéere& physiologically and psychologically. |

a. Physiological Causes of Conversion.

G+ Stanley Hall in his monumental work on adolescence

explains that it is "no accidental synchronism of unrelated events

- L 4 L 4 . [ ] L]

1. Of. Starbuck, Op. Gito, Ppe 28 = S4e

2. Of, Moxcey, Op. cit., ppe. 182 - 188.

3. Cf, Ames, Ldward Scribner: The Psychology of Religious Experience,
Ppe. 264 = 265.



that the age of religion amd that of sexual maturity coincide,"l and
he goes on to add that the gespel "makessex love at the best the
type and symbol of love of God and men."® Starbuck corroborates
Hall's opinion by ssying that'*the phenomena of the religious life
are ﬁa a large extent b#ae& on the sexual life.“s Starbuck guotes
Havelook Ellls as saying that the religious instinct is dependent

on accession to puberty, rapid physical devel opment, and trans-
formation in mental life.* When consideration is given to the rapid
physical growth that comes with puberty, to the consequent insta-
bility in the nervius system, t0 "the storm aand stress™ felt in the
whole immer life, to the expanding mental life, to the deepening of
 the emotional 1ife{, to the ferment of new life, joy, enthusiasm,
distress, despondency, and despailr, -~ indeed, when all these
aspects of the physical development of thé *adolescent are taken into
acoount, it is éathnce evident that the adolescent is i:srepa.red B
perfectly for the experience called conversion. Ioreover, Star-
buck shows that in a&élesaence the higher intellectual centers in
the brain begin to functfion so that instead of @& self of sense

there is a world of ideas and spiritual perceptions with which "I
end the personality are identified.® This, he s#s; underlies
conversion. Iracy spesks of the physical, intellectual, emotional,
and volitional development of the adolescent as occcasioning a great

¢ & 5 ¢ o 9

1, Hall, op. oit., pe 292,

2¢ Ibide, pe 293,

3. Starbuck, Op. Cite, De 205.
4. Cf. Ibid., Pe 207

5e 0fe Ibido, De 254,



-15-

inner restlessness which in many cases eventuates in conversion.l
b. Psychological Causes of Gonvefsion.

Not only does the physical development of the adoles-
cent predispose him for conversion but also certain psychological
factors make possible the experience. Hickman emphasizes the new
gsense of selfhood that comes in ezrly adolescence, by which author-
ity shifts from without to within.? With the old external authority
cast overboard, youth feels the need for that unification of
personality about some supreme object, which unification comes
with conversion. It is almogt pafadoxieal that at the ;ame time
there'is a new sense of selfhood there is a new soclal sensitive-
ness, a feeling of "common consciousness." This sensitivity to
éocial approval stirs the adolescent t0 emulate a2 person greatly
admired, and for this reason Jesus makes asstrong a;ppea.l.4 Further-
more, Pratt states that psychologists attach great significance to
the adolescent's "vague sense 0f incompleteness”, to his habits of
introspection, amd to the whole psychical readjustment necessary
8s an individual passes from childhood to menhood or womanhood.®
Starbuck suggests that the breach between the motor areaé in the
brain and the ideationsl centers, waich breach almost drives the
adolescent to despair, is another factor that prepares for the

conversion experience.®

o & o & o o

1. Cf. Tracy, ope. cit., ppe. 194, 195,
2 Cfes Hickmen, Ope cite, pe 202,

5. Gfe Ibide, Pe 208,

4. Cf. Ibide., P 209.

5. Cfe Pratt, Ope cite., DPD. 111 - 113.
64 Of. Starbuck, ope. cit., pe 257,
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ce Other Causes ef Conversion.

In addition to thosé causes which might be considered
strictly physiciogical or psychelogical, Pratt suggests that in
Protestant countries a twmltuous religlous experience issuing in
conversion is to be expscted in view of the '"theological pre~

1ﬁne

possessions with which our youth are so often brought up.”
wonders if perhaps the great numbers of adolescents who come into
the church do so because they aré reared to think such a step is
expected sometime between twelve and twenty. On the other hand,
the individual who is a theisi; and who has a place in his think-
ing for the supernatural is not willing to explain conversion
wholly 'on the basis of what has been discussed above, Réther does
he feel there must be some place for the supernatural action of

the 8pirit of God, who in His own loving way speaks to the individual

heart of youth and makes possible the "New Birth",.

4., Types of Conversion.

With some of the principal causes of conversion in
mind, one is led next to question just what forms the conversion
phenomensa may take. In other words, what are the chief types of
experience comuonly ¥nown as conversion? m. the: consideration of
this phase of the subject, great diversity of opinion is found.
Those who have made investigation by means of gquestionnaires have
digscovered almost as many kinds of experience as there are cases

s & & » &

l. Pratt, op. cite, pe 113,



reported. However, a careful examination reveals at least three
main types.
as "Gradual Growth® Typs.

| The first msy be termed the Ygradual growth" type.
Ames in his chapter "Hormsl E@ligicuﬂ Development® takes as his thesis
that thé normal religious development of adolescence is one of graduzl
growth and that all those experiences usually spoken of as conversion
are evidences of abnormalities.l He substantiates his position by
citing a number of cases, notably that of Zdward Evereitt Hale, in
which persons have no consclousness o0f ever having passed through a
religious orisis. ©One frequéntly meets individusls who have been rear-~
ed in Christian homes and in contact with church schools and who testify
that they have never experienced a orisis. They know of no time when
they did not feel themselves to be children of God. Kupky speaks of
gontinuous religious development being the ideal but also of its being
rather rare.g Pratt says conversion mey be so gradual as to be
largely unconscious. Likewise Starbuck speaks of conversion as "a
process in which the deeper instinetive life most strongly functioms."®
Tragy discusses the two opposite poles of belief with regard to con=-
version and then states his own opinien by spesking of conversion
a5 a natural process, emphasizing however that fhe patural® and the
fgupernatural®™ need not be considered necessarily antithetieally.s

L] L * A d » L

l. Cf. Amﬁs, ODe Qito, Pps 236 - 256,
2 Gf Kup@, OPe cito, Pe 61

3. Cfe Pratt, op. cit., Ppe 124 ~ 125,
4+ Starbuck, op. cite., pe 65,

B¢ Cfe Tracy: Op. Gito, Po 198,
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If the opinion of those who have made careful studies of religious
phenomena ls accepted and 1f any weight is given to the testimony
of Christian people who sgy they have never experienced unrest and
struggle, the investigator must conclude that one type of con-
version is that which may be termed growth. This does not mean,
however, that growth always préceeds in a perfectly even fashion
in one's religious development any more than in any other phase of
development.

be. "Sudden" or "Cataclysmio" Type.

Directly opposgd to the type of counversion which
may be called a process is the "sudden" or "cataclysmic" type. It
is thié‘typa which some theologians and some denominations consider
necessary for the "New Birth", and it is this type which churches
have in mind when “revival® meetings are hedd and evangelists
come for a special season. It is evidently this sudden type which
Cole has in mind when she says that conversions are rare now ex-
gept among a certain class of Negroes.l Many Christisns, however,
can give the exsct day and hour when they beeame children of God
and can relate vividly‘the agony of spirit preceding conversion.
The "sudden" type must be recognized, therefore, as a fact. How=
ever, Hickman shows that even in conversions of the "cataclysmic*
type there has usually been preparation; he suggests further that
taneonscious cerebiration is a streng factori® Indeed, Hickman

¢ o o o o

l. ¢f. Cole, Luella, Psycholozy of Adolescence, pe 173,
2. Gfa Eiﬁ}m, ODe Gite, Do 241,
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feels that in early adolescence the conscious element is largely
lacking while in the middle teens there is the greatest mixture
of conscious and automatic factors.l DPratt takes a similar position
when he says,thét sudden conversions are not nearly so commaon as
people generslly believe.z Hevertheless there are certainly
individuals who consider their experiences %0 be sudden. Noxcey
speaks t0 the point in g striking way by indicating that there
are twenty-seven million American youths between the ages of five
and twenty years who are under no religious imstruction whatever .o
Obviously these persons are ignorant of Christian ideals or perhaps
are antagonistic to them. Hoxcey, therefore, concludes:

"If the Christian religion wins their attention and loyalty,

they must be turned about in their lives, which turning is

the original meaning of 'conversion'.w4
Often one sees middle adolascents for whdmsconversiOn appears

impossible unless brought about by some violent, catastrophic

experience.

¢e "Decision® Type.
Somewhere in between the two extreme types of
conversion Jjust suggested, there is yet a third type which
may be styled "decision. This type frequently pari:akes of
the nature of one or the other of the previously discussed types

and is illustrated by the experiences of Paul® and Luther.®

1. Cfs Hickman, op cit., ppe 238, 239.
2e Gfe ?ratt, 0D Cito, Poe 155.

Be Cfe E@XQW, OPe Qitq, Do 183..

4, Ibid., pe 183,

5o Cf, Hickmen, Op. cit., pe 238,

6. Cf. Ibido, PDoe 218, 219.



For both these men conversion was ‘a sort of shifting of loyalty
from one center to another.! In Paul's case the shifting seemed
to be sudden and violent, while in Luther's case more of a process
is apparent. In other words, in all types of conversion there is
evidence of preparation for the experience. Thus the inguirer
attempts to discover in vwhat this preparation consists and just

what steps aomprkise it.

5. Steps in the Conversion Experience.

Practically all authors on the subjeet agree that
" the most important pre~conversion phenomenon is "the sense of
‘sin"s This is set forth by Pratt,2 by Starbuck,® by Ames,* aud by
others. This sense 'ofk guilt is likely vague and perhaps wholly
imaginary in gii'ls, but in boys it is often & vvary real thing
. which is a natural result of ylelding .to sc;ne temptation. Another
pre-conversion phenomenon is a sense of incompleteness or imperfection.
Tx?a.cy says this consclousness of personal failure to realize an
ideal is much more significant than consclousness of personal
guilt in the sight of a holy God.5 Still again theie is the fear
ofeternal punishment and of death. Regardless of the type of

pre-eonversion phenomena experienced and regardless of their inten~

sity and daration, they are always followed by some point of

¢ & &5 & o

l. Cf, Hickmen, Ope. clt., ppe 234 - 238,
2+ Cf, Pratt, ope. cit., pe. 113,

3¢ Cf. Starbuck, ope. cit., pe. 25,

4o Cf. Ames, ope. cit., pe 259,

Be Ofe Tracy, Ope cite, Po 202,



transition, whick may be considered a second step in the whole
experience. This, in turn, is followed by peace and joy, the third
and final phase of the experience.l 4s a rule, the senior in a
greater or lesser degree ax;erianags these various phases of gon=-
version aﬁd finds his peace and joy when, in his passion for
persomality, he responds to the living personality of Christ.

It is striking to note the natwuralness with which
adolescents in the various stages of the conversion experlience
~turn to poetry. As Schillite explains, often a poem may help an
individual to see the ugliness of sin and 0 appreclate the true
blessedness of forgiveness.? Seniors in the midst of the conversion
experience not only turn to the poetry of others but also, in
many cases, actually write poems. Xupky givgs decisive proof of
this fact by including in his book nﬁmsrousme£wnples of senior
literary productions.® This relationship of poetry to the religious
experience of the middle adolscent will be treatg& more fully in

chapter three of the present study.

6o Swmmarye

| The section of the present 1n#estiga§ion treated
above has revealed that conversion is a vital phsse of the totai
religious expsrience of middle adolescents, that the chief eauses
of conversion (aside from the supernatural elements which may be

1. Of. Starbuck, op. cit., p. 83.

2. Shillito, Edward: Poetry and Prayer, pp. 55, 56.

2+ XKupky, Oskar: The Religious Development of Adolescents,
pre. 121, 122,
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present) are found in the physiological and psychological nature
of the adolescent, and that the experience may be of a gradual,
sudden, or decision type. Finally, something of the relatiomship

of poetry to the experience has been suggested.
De The Place of Doubts in Religlous Experience.

1. Age of Doubts.

Althcugh conversion is generally considered the
most important phase of the religious development of adolescents,
doubts also are thought to be distinetly adolescent phenomena.

As part of religious experience, they must be given at least
brief consideration here. In spite of the fact that intellectual
doubts are peculiarly adolescent phenomena, they do not belong to
the whole period of adoléscence nor in th; same measure to girls
and boyse Just as the period of "storm and stress" belongsespecially
to eafly<adolescenee and is felt more strongly by girls than boys,
50 the period of doubis Beldngs in the middle adolescent period,
continues into the later period, and is experienced more keenly

‘ by boys than girls. Pratt explains that the period of doubts does
not come earlier because it presupposes a rather high degree of
intellectual developmentss Tragy, too, speaks of this period as
that age when conscious criticism begins.? Host students of

adolescents seem 0 agree that the age of doubtis begins about the

s & & & &

1. Of. Pratt, op. cite, Pe 115,
2. Of. Tracy, op. cit., pe 191.



fifteenth or sixteenth year and continues to about the twenty-

first or twenty-second year. The investigator attempts to discover why
this period of doubts should occur just at the year when most con~
versions oceunr. Perhaps a glimpse at the list of the chief objects

of doubt will suggest causes for the occurrence of the phenomena

largely in the middle adolescent period.

Z2e Ubjects of Doubt.

Hickman states that there is a tendency to doubt
everything which has been taken for granted in childhood and more
specially suggests those things which have besn injeote& inteo the
¢hild's mind in dogmatic fashion.l Starbuck in a detailed study
of the problem discovered that the most frequent objects o0f doubt
and the order of frequency, in both sexes afe: "the suthority or
inspiration of the Bible, the divinity of Christ, some attribute
of (od, His existence, and immortality."z This same investigator
makes the interesting observation that men begin to doubt specific
things and to work their way towards the most abstract and universal
conceptions whereas women freguently take jJust the opposite course.®
As a matter of faclt, Pratt says girls freguently doubt nothing in

particular yet "everything".4

Je Causes of Doubts,

When an individual reads the list of the principal

1. Cfe Hicm, QD cito, Do 206,
Lo Starbucli, 0D Cito, P 236
Be Cre Ibide, ppe 237, 238.

4, Cf., Pratt, op. cit., pe 116,
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obJjects of doubt, he feels Hickmen must be right in saying adoles-
cents doubt those things which have been taken for granted or

have been taught dogmatically. Surely the dogmatic teaching which
many children receive makes a period of doubt in adolescence highly
probable. Pratt indicates this when he says immer discourd is
aroused "by some newly dicscovered fact which fails t0 harmonize

nl Another common

with beliefs previously ascepted and revered.
cause of doubts is the study of science and philosophy.z Conscious

of his new powers to reason, the senior takes great delight in
guestioning everything (nothing is too sacred to come under his
serutinizing examination) and in casting aside many 01d beliefs

simply as an indiecstion of intellectuai independence. Tracy is of

the opinion, however, that adolescent doubis are never a maibter

solely of the intellect tut are tied up wifh emotional tension and
physical upheaval.® Starbuck likewise asserts that one has to go

beﬁind soeiologicel and historical causes for doubts 40 the "psycho-
rhysiological organism."4 Other miscellaneous causas might be suggested,

such as, disease, unanswered prayer, and the natural skepiicism of

the agee.

4, Value 0f Doubts.
Though the occurrence of doubts is to be deplored,
ong need not be overly alarmed; for this is a natursl adolescent

L L * L ] - L]

1e Ore Pratt, Ope G¢lte, pe 1l6.

2¢ Cf, Starbuck, Ope. clt., pes 233,
3. Cf. Tracy, oDe cite, pe 191,

4. Ofe Starbuck, ope. clie, pe 2344
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phenomenon. lioreover, when young people are glven a sympathetic
and wise leadership, they usuelly eumerge from this trying time with
& strong and sure faithe One great value is that religious ideas

previously ageented by the adolescent are now mede a vital part of

his being. He makes & consclous effort to grasp and to incorporate
into his own 1life those things which were given him as a child on
external subthority. 4s Starbuck sgys:

"PDoubts is a means of calling up and utilizing latent

possibilities of one's nature. If there is a Loundless

substratam of healthy life on which to draw, snd if there is

& high degree 0f ecarnesiness in the desire to know truth in

order to use, it, doubts are rather to be met and mastered

than to be shunned."l

Cme of the great aids in mastering doubis is postry,

which draws from seniors a ready and appreciats responssa.
Kupky, in commenting on the tendency of adqlescents t0 express
thelr experience with God in exalied, poetic language, declares
that "even the experience of & break with God may take poetic
form."® Tot alone, however, through their own poetic efforts may
senlors dispel their doubts; but more likely will the mastery of
doubts come through the reading of the works of the gresat postic
minds which have met and conguered doubt triuvmphently. It is

evident, then, that poetry is related to religious experience, even

that phase termed "intellectuzl doubts.®

He SUMMATY.
In the light of the facts presented above, it is

L L L * . L]

1. Starbuck, kEdwin Diller, The Psychology of Beligion, p. 243,
R« Kupky, Oskar: The Religious Development of Adolescents, p. 95.



gpparent that intsllectual doubts are a part of religious esxverience.
The present study has shown that the fifteenth or sixteenth year
is the time when Jdoubting begins, that the things most freguently
doubted are those which have besn presented dogmaticslly, and that
the chief causes for doubts lie in the “"psycho-physiological
organism."l Moreover, it has been pointed out that doubts, if
mgstered, havs a real value and that poelry may help in the
gonquering of them.

Ee The Hature of Worship in the Religlous Experience

0f the Middle Adolescent.
1. Introduction.
Pasing from the study of conversiom and doubis,

two phenomena which belong in a peculiar sepse to the adolescent,
one comes to & third phase of the religious experience of the teen-
age, that of worship.2 This ezperience, while not a phenomenon
velonging preeminently to the senior, is, nevertheless, very lmport-
ant for hime. One is led to guestion the reason for the significance
of worship in the senior age. In Other words, what is worship to
the senior? and what are the psychological bases for the worship

gxperience?

2. Definition of Worship.
In many respects, worship is to the adolescent what

L) L 4 . L . L

l1e Cfe énte, Po 24,
2. Whenever the term worship is used in this study, one of course

has in mind Christian worshive.
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it is to any individual; that is to say, 1t is z sugject-object
relationship. Ths senior as subject fesls himself to be in commmnica~
tion with God as Object. A4s Welgle and Tweedy express it: worship
is "our attempt to express ourselves to him (God) in ways we deen
possible and appropriate. It seeks to commumicate to him our
attitudes, to establish intercourse with him, to enter into as
direct fellowship with him as we can.™ Underhill states that
worship should be considered "in ilts deepest sense, as the response
of men to the Eternal,m? Verkuyl explains that worship always in-
volves a recognition of the worth-ship of &od.g gabot defines the
term thus:

“Horship is the self-conscious part of the natural recovery

of value in life, when it has grown stale. For worship is

the conscious love of the Spirit of the Universe, and we need
it regularly like food or slesp.”

»

One guestions whether or not the first part of this definition is
especially pertinent to adolescence, yet one feels that for the
senior WGrship is a response to a definitely felt need. Often

worship is thought of simply as a communion with God, a seeing Him

face to face.5

Je The Senior at Worship.
Althouzh definitions for worship could be set down

L] L L] . - .

l. Weigle, Luther Allen and Tweedy, Henry Hallam: Training the
Devotional Life, pp. 262, 2863,

2. Underhill, Evaelyn: Worship, pe. xi.

Fe Ofe Verkuyl, Gerrit: Adolescent Worship, pp. 29, 30.

4, Cabot, Richard C.: What lMen Live By, pe. 273.

He Of. Shaver, Erwin L. and Stock, Harry T.: Training Young People
in Worship, e 21,
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almost indefinitely, suffice it to say here that for the middle
adolescent worship is sm awareness of God, transcendent yet
immenent, and an experience of His presence. It is that experience
which causes & group of young people of the middle teens to stop
suddenly in rapt sileunce as they reach the top of & hill after a
steep ¢limb and look off into the brilliant glow of & sunset sky.

It is that experience which leads the senior, attending a Young
Feople's Conference, in the sacred solemmnsess of a closing communion
gservice t0 make full commitment of himself to his Lord. It is

that experience which calls from the middle adolescent, kneeling
alone in nis bed room, the outéouring of his heart in confession for
sins {real or imagined) and the plea for forgiveness and guidance.
Furthermore, it Is ihat experience 0f the presence of God that

draws from the senior the ready, enthusiastic song of praise as

he joins with other young people his own age in a beautiful, orderliy,
well~plannsd service of worship. The several experlences indicated
above are only a few of the meny occasions through which and by
means of vhich the adolescent responds t0 the “impaci of Hternity'el
Underhill has expressed this thought very aptly when she sgys that
all the ways by which individuals worship are "chapels of various
types in the one Cathedral of the Spirit.“z Although one finds the

study of these "ghapels" & fascinating reflection, one is interested

le Underhill, on. cite, Do 4o
Pe Ibifil, Poe xiie.



even more to discover what makes possible for the adolescent such
diverse worship experience. What are thepsychological bases for

the worship of the middle adolescent?

4, Psychological Bases for the Worshlp of the Middle Adolescent.
Hartshorne discusses five attitudes or feelings
which he says constitute fundsmentally the ablding values of life
and form the basis for worships. The five are reverence, gratitude,
goodwill, faith, and loyalty.! The adolescent, having passed through
two or three years of "storm and stress" (in which every expression
of feeling was intensified), having become conscious not only of
his own rebirth but of the awakening gelf in his friends, and
having becoms £or the time a vibrant emotionsl being,ieaches the.
middle teens peculiarly equipped for the worship experience.? As
Shaver and Stock say, "This very emotional expressiveness . . « is
the raw material out of which worship is to be made."d These
authors further show that this emotional expressiveness is the
groundwork of the fundsmental attitudes listed above.%* The semse
of dependence, which Verituyl calls the main element in religlon and
a leading motive for prayer, the developing aesthetic sense,5 the
effervescent appreciation for beauty in nature, in poetry, in

masic, and in all forms of art,7 provide "the roots 0f reverence
[ ] * » * L ] L

l. Cf, Hartshorne, Hugh: Worship in the Sundasy Schoo, pp. 50-58.
2. Cfs Shaver and Stock, Op. clte, ppe 41, 42.

Se Ibid.o, Pe 42,

4. Cf. Ibide, ppe 48 -~ 44,

Be Cfe Verkuyl, ope clt., ps 35

6. CL. Kﬁm, ope cit., pp. 92, 93.

7. Cf. 3tarbuck, op. cite., pp. 272, 273.
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for God."l In the consciousness of forgiveness for confessed sins,
in an awhkwardly expressed thanks", and in an sagerness to’repay

a gift or favor "in kind", ons sees.the basls for gratitude.
Horeover, when one sees a gsnior hastlly express his congratulations
in an athletic contest,< make & generous response %o a call for
help for the underprivileged, and enthusiastically select a gift
for the "best friendd, one realizes that in such acts there lies

the basis for the Church's emphasis on love and goodwill. Likewise
it is evident that the senior's buoyant optimism, his Joyous
altruism, his utter confidence iIn his friends open the way for an
active faith in God. ?urthﬂrmére, in almost countless lesser
loyalties, such as loyalty to family, friends, school, ieam, club,
outstanding hero of the day, one finds the foundation for the
supreme loyalty to Christ and His Kingdom.® Thus it sppears that
Hartshorne 1s correct in naming as fundamentsl the five attitudes
 which he gives; for, as water gushes forth from five crystal springs
and converges inte one rushing stream, so from these five attitudes
{reverence, gratitude, goodwill, faith, loyalty] the middle
adolescent pours forth a surging torrent of praise, love and
personal commitment t0 God. The worship experience of the senior

is, thersfore, the climax of his entire religiocus experience.

Be Sunmmarye
The foregoing discussion has attempted o set forth

s & & » s o
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2e Cfa lbi@o, Pe 43
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the salient facts with reference to the nature of worship. Various
definitions for worship have been given, the simplest and perhaps

the most significant for seniors being Ycommunion with Gode
Horecever, one has endeavored to show that the flve fundamental
attitudes given by Hartshornet have their psychological basis in

the adolescents nature. What worship may do for the middle
adolescent and what its function and value may be in the adolescent's
life will be discussed in the next chapier. 7The present ireatment
has indicated merely the striking way in which the senior, becsuse

of his very nature, is fitted for the worship experience.

Po General Summary.

One realizes, therefore, in how true a sense the
youth of the middle teens because of his yggsiological, intellectual,
emotional, and psychological development 1z ready for conversion
(be it calm or cetaclysmic), for a time of doubting, and for worship,
which experiences taken together comprise religious experience for
the senlor.

Looking gt the eager, carnest faces and intc the
clear, steadfast eyes of middle adolescents, one understands that
here are individuals czpable of a vital fellowship with thelr Pather
and one says with the writer of old, "also he hath set eternity in

their heart."®

e Cfe ﬁ.nt@, Pe 29.
Z. Hecleslastes J:1la.
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CHAPTER TWO
GROUP WORSHIP AND ITS FUNCTION FPOR THE MIDDLE ADOLESCENT

4. Introduction.

In the preceding chapter an attempt was made t0 set
forth the nature of worship, emphasizing particularly the psychological
bases found in the adolescent's nature. Although it was indicated that
& senior may, and indsed &oes; worship In maltitudinous ways, the planned
worship service was pointed out as one of the impo:tant ways through
which teen age youths fellowship with God. The purpose of this chapter
is to report the results of an investigatién of corporate worship
and especially of the function of such an experience in the life
of the adoliescent. The chapter will seek to answer the following
questions: (1) What actually ogours when seniors come together in
a place dedicated for worshlip and at a time specified for such an
experience? (2} Through what sort of procedure or what type of
gservice are they often led? (3) What are the charsoteristies of a
worship service designed in the light of adolescent interesis,
capacities, and needs? (4) With what materials is the service
constructed? (5) What values in adolescent 1life accrue from a2 well-
plammed and properly executed worship program? Such questions
mist be answered if one is t0 have a comprehensive view of the whole

) experience of corporate worship as it applies to seniors. in

-33~
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understanding of the whole worship service, its aims, its materials,
its values, must precede an analysis and evaluation of any one of
the materials. What then really takes place by way of worship

wﬁen seniors assemble in their department on Sunday moming or in

a young people's meeting on Sundsy evening?

B. Typical Senior Worship Situations.

The person who seeks to discover how semiors worship
together soon finds that one of two situations is likely to exist.
The one situation is illustrated by the following: the hour for
Sunday School has arrived. Outside the church stands a group of
high school youths, engaged in an enthusiastic discussion of the
basket ball game held the night before in the church gymaslwn.
Suddenly someone notices the time,.—— five minutes past the hour
for the opening of the worship service. The group enters the
church and mekes its way to its own department, meeting in the '
gyimasiwnvperhaps. Since all the back seats are taken, these late-
comers make their way over uncarpeted floors t0 seats near the
front of the room, where they join half-heartedly in the singing
of a hymm or two. They listen with apathy to the reading of a
few poorly selected verses from the Bible and sit quietly with
open eyes as the Superintendent prays his way around the world
without touching the vital 1nterésts and needs of the seniors
themselves. When tﬁa service is over, the adolescent goes out

into a world of raaliw.l

*® & @& 8 o @

le Gfe Athearn, Laura Armstrong: Christian Worship for American Youth,
pe 3, for a corroborating report of such a service.



-535~

The worship service, for this may be so called, has mesant nothing
to the senior; he has seen nothing in the whole procedure that
vitally affects his own life. He may have made a pretense of
fellowship with his Oreator; and, as Verkuyl says, "pretensions are
poor practices between human acquaintanges; in the presence of God
they are folly."l Cbviously, the picture Just drawm is that of o
negative situation; but, sadly enough, it is a picture of a con-
dition which actually exists in too many churches.

In contrast, one ma,y discover groups of young people
worshiping in a definitely -constructive and helpful fashion. Such
adolescents are none the less enthusiastic than those described
above; bub, upon sntering the place of worship, they yield to the
atmosphere created by uplifting music, by light falling upon them
through stained glass windows, by the symbolism of the décorative
designs in the room, amd by the reverence and purposefulness of
the leader. They unite their héarts in praise to God through the
singing of a few well-chosen hyms. They listen with interest
as one of their number reads from the Word. They thoughtfully
pray with the senior boy or girl who audibly expresses thelr adora~
tion, their gratitude, and their petitions. They hear an appropriate
poem read, are stirred by its message, and in the quiet of their omm
souls make a new dedication of themselves to thelr Lord. They come
from me service, having had a genuine worship experience.z The

1. Veriuyl, Gerrit: Adolescent Worship, p. 3.
2. Gf+ Athearn, op. cite., p. 33, for the deseription of a similar
worship situation.
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days that follow are different bhecause they have been with their
Master and have leamed to recognize His presence with them day
b:;' day. Worship and life are seem t0 be a unit.

Although the two pictures Just sketched may be
somewhat exaggerated and al though most services of worship for
adolescents may appear t0 have both positive and negative
characteristics, the two worship situations do exist. The student
of adolescent worship, therefore, seeks 10 discern those features
in a service which make possible a definitely positive worship

experience.

Ce The Nature and Criteris of Adelasaem Group Worship.
Brightman sgys that worship consists of reverent

'contemplaticn,l revelation, commmion, and fruition.! This means
that a well-planned worship service must lead seniors first of all
to seek "after God by deliberate attention to the Divine,"2 in other
wopds to come into His 'pzesence by means of “reveremt contemplation”.
This may be consldered a preparatory step in'the worship experience
and may be brought about by silence, Scripture, prayer, song, or
the spokem word.® If contemplation 1s the senior's seeking after
God, then revelation is God's seeking to make Himself known to
the senior. This ravela.tion may come in various ways, through the
inspired Word or thrugh the inspired work of some artist, musiecian,

2 & @ ¢ o o

le Ofe Brightmen, Bdgar Sheffield: Religious Valuas, ppe. 179 ~ 184.
2e Ibide, pPe 10,
e Cfe I‘bid., Ee 10.
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or poet, "those who think God's thoughts after Him." A worship
service vitally affecting the lives of middle adolescents provides
not only for contemplation and revelation btut also for commmion,
the latter being the means by which "the mind of God becomes known
to the mind of man."l lorsover, when adolescents have gemuine
worship experiences, they achieve ultimately God-likeness in
character, this achievement being the fmitivon of wershiy.z While
every service may not contain in full measure the four characteristics
Just named, all four elements will be present at least to a degree
wherever young peopls worship "in spirit and in truth.”

Since the characteristics just discussed deal largely
with the nature of the worship experiemce, it becomes necessary
to consider briefly some of the more specifio qualities of a good
worship serviece. BShaver snd Stock list reality as the first
- essential and, in so doing, reveal their kmowledge 0f the adolescent's
nature. On all sides, the senlor is swrrounded by a world of
reality.® Through his studies in schod], through his recreational
. activities, and through his social contacts, he becomes increasingly
familiar with a world of fact. If the worship service 1s not as
roal as the tengible, visible world, if it does not bring youths
into eontact with the Source of all reality,% it not only is use-
less but also may be a definite influence for evil.

1. Athearn, Ope. cite, pe 1l
2e efo Ibido, Po 1.
3. Ofe Shaver, E. L. and Stock, H. Te: Training Young People in
worship, ppe 59, 60
4, Cf. Verkuyl, Gerrit: Adolescent Worship, p. 1l1.
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Besides being resl, a service for Christian young
people should be both religious and Christian in charscter.
Certainly if it is religlous, it will relate individuals directly
to God and to the God who is best kmown in Jesus Christ. In this
sense it is Christian.

Furthermore, a well-planned worship program will have
unity, a climax, dignity, beauty, intelligibility, and concisenessl,
These nine charscteristics should be present in every service
that seeks t0 meet the needs of seniors and attempts to lead them
into a vital and constrnctive worship experience. What materials
will go into the making of a service which will have all these

essentials will be suggested in the section following.
D, &n Analysis of Senior Worship Materials.

1. imsic and Song.

| From tinme immemorial, men ooming together to worship
have used certain rites, rituals, ceremonles, and materisls; ifar
true worship "must have embodiment, concrete expressien."a One of
the oldest mediums of expression and the one which Gates calls
"{he most necessary vehicle of exyression"s is that of musiec. He
further states that music is the very "language of worship,“4 and
one might well add, the universal language. ZEvelyn Underhill

* 5 & ¢ @ o

1. Cf, Shaver and Stock, Op. cite, pp. 60 - 64, See also Gates,

~ Sherwood: Youth At Worship, Christian Quest Materials, pp. 22 ~ 25.
2. Underhill, Evelyn: Worship, p. 12.

3. Gates, Sherwood, Ope clt., ps 13.

4, Ibid., pe 13.



explains that mmch controversy about the artistic aspect of worship
would cease if people recognized music and poetry as indicatioms

of the essential character of the worship experience.l Music not
only "belongs" in a worship service but exerts a great influence

in arousing emotioms, purposes, and attitudes, in determining
ldeals, and in releasing spiritual power within the Worshipper.z
As the "language of the emotions," it 1s "pre-eminently the art

for youth.”z Hiddle adolescents, therefore, who voice their praise
in hymms of an aoce;éted wpe find ‘themselves united in a new wey to
one another and to God, and discover a quickening in their ideals

. and purposes and a stimulation to participate intelligently and

enthusiastically in Christisn enterprizes.?

2+ Prayer.

If it is fitting to speak of muslic as the "language
of v}orship", it is equally appropriate to characterize prayer as
the "heart of worship".5 Prayer is one of the most important
materials available'fér worship, for $irough it an individual seeks
t0 enter into fellowship with God. It iz not only a means of
fellowship but an actual commmion with "the Holy Other", such
commmion being "the very essence of worship."® Many are the forms

¢ O & » & o o

l, Cf. Underhill, oOp. cite, Pe 29.

2. Cf. Gates, Ope Cite, pPs 13

Se The Aims of Religious Education. The Proceedings of the Third
Anmual Convention of the Religious Education isscoeiation - Boston -
February 12-16, 1905, pp. 121, 122,

4, Cf. Gates, Ope Gite, Do 14,

5e Ibide, Do 17.

6. C£.'« Shaver and Stock, ops cite, pe 107,



which pra&er may teke in a worship gservice; thus, on oecoasion, the
adolescent may sing his prayer, may follow in prayer as another
leads, may express aloud in a sengence his own yearnings, may Join
with his fellows in praying the "Lord's Prgyer," moy quote a
Seripture verse as a prayer, or ma;y be still and through the guiet
come to know that God is.! Whatever the form, prayer "has greatest
value for adolescents vwhen it prepares them t0o meet the challenge
of life and when its answers are wrcu@x’t out in vigorous activiw."z
In other words, prayer is more than the mpans by which God reveals
Himself to seniors; it is the means by which these seniors become
related to God's purposes for their lives individually and to His

plans £or establishing the Kingdome®

3. The Scriptures.

5t111 another type of material, long used in services
of worship and considered by some a necessary part of every program,
is the Seriptures. Verkuyl, in speaking of the value of the Bible
for adolescents, states that "had the whole Bible been written by
mature minds, it might nevertheless be useful for those younger;"
for, he adds, "because 0of the forward look and the sense of ultimate
victory, our best-known sacred writings are essentially youth
literamre."é’ Seripture passages to be used in services for the
high school age should be carefully chosen and presented if they are

1. 0f, Shaver and Stock, oOpe cite, ppe 107 - 115,

2. Gates, op. cite, De 17,

3. Cfe Ibid., ppe 17, 18, A
4, Verkuyl, Gerrit: Adolescent Worship, pp. 152, 153,
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to relate helpfully to the experiences, problems, and needs of
the a.dolescents.l Farthermore, the Seriptures, when rightly used,
render a two-fold service to youths, that of being a mirror for
their souls and a window toward heaven.® Adolescents are inclined
to introspection; and, if they look within through the Seriptures,
they see themselves not only as sinners but as potemtial children
of God. DBecause of the sense of sin with which many teen age
youths are burdened, the Word is most important in worship as &
means of reveallng Christ who lived the sinless life and died that
young people might grow like Him.
*Phe value of God's Word, then, is not merely in the words we
learn %o love, but more yet in the priunciples of life that
lie underneath the words. The use of the Bible as worshilp
material implies the mastering of certain phrases and passages,
e « o the tasting of great spiritual principles . «"S
¥ore than this, it implies the inculcation of the principles in

daily life.

T 4. Poetrye.

Although mankind in moments of great emotional stress
has tended to express himself rhythmically, and al though the Seriptures
{from the stirring poem of Creation to the glorious Hallelujahs of
The Revelation) are £illed with poetry 0f the most superb type,
only in recent times have individuals begun to consider poetry
as one of the significsnt worship materials. Underbill affirms that

. » 9 & 2

le Cfe Gates, Sherwood: Youth At Worship, Christian Quest iiaterials,
Pe 19. .

2+ Cfe Verkuyl, Ope cite, pe 153,

3. Ibid., P 154,
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rhythmic speech is a great stimmlant to corporate worship and adds
that
eyen the great liturgic value of the psalter does not entirely
depend on the spiritual truths vwhich the psalmists convey:
tut at least to some extent on that peculiar guality in poetr{
which tends t0 arouse and liverate the transcendental sense.”
As was noted in the foregoing analysis of adolescents, their capacity
for feeling, for ima.éination, and for reality, make them equipped
by nature to respond instantly and intelligently to great poetry
as. it is presented in me.worship serﬁce. Alfred Noyes explains
that there are certain spiritual faculties in the young which enable
them {o apprehend spil;itual beaunty and spiritusl truth in a way
not possible to clder individuals. He further states that Plato
and Wordsworth knew this and that "a greater than they said,
'Remember now thy creator in the days of thy ;;muth e o o' IHore-
dver, Hoyes reminds one that Goethe spoke of the sacrements as
"the visible symbols of the Divine", and thus, as the highest part

of rel igion;z

and this English poet- adfis oyt and literature at
their highest are themselves sacrameﬁtal in that they reveal the
infinite through finite symbokls and images."z’ Since poetry in a
peculiar sense is able tc reveal the infinite, and since it is the
chief function of worship to manifest the Infinite God, the
appropriateness of poetry in a worshi;p service is at once apparent.
fne of the very significant materials, therefore, is poetry; which,

e & & o o o

1. Underhill: Worship, pe. 33.

2. Cf. Noyes, Alfred in The Obligation of Universities to the
- Socisl Order, Pe 374.

3e Ibidey pe 375



begauae of its highly imsginative qualify, can "weave a garment for
God." Because of the importance of poetry, and because t.he present
study 1s concerned preeminently with its value in the worship
experience, the chapter to follow will be given to s more detasiled

treatment of this subject.

5. Other Worship B;faterials.

In addition to the important materials discussed
above, there are yet other materials which may coniribute largely
to the worship experiemce. A person need hardly céxmnent on the
story and talk, for tﬁeir value has long been recognized and they
have served again and again as means of making the theme of a
service concrete.? 5till another material is that of arf, which,
in the form of symbols, pasintings, and sculptare, may give meaning
and reality to emotions and ideals and may 1ntens§.fy the tendency
of youth to reach out after and to respond to the beautiful.d
Furthermore, there is the element which améng all peoples has always
been & pert of genuine worship, namely, the offering. Hot only does
the offering help to objectify and make real emotions, attitudes,
and purposes, but also it arouses within the worshipper a sense of
fellowship with God, of cooperation with Him in building His
Kingdom. Essentially, the offering mskes the service of worship
psychologically cm@lete.‘g’

s o »

1. Underhill, op. cite, De 30e
2. Cfo G'ates, OPe eito, Pe 20
Ze Cfe Ibide, Do 2l
4o Cf Ebiﬁo, Pe 2l



A survey 0f worship materials convinces one that
many and varied are the means by which the soul experiences the
presence of 3 holy God and commmes with Hime It should be under-
stood that perhaps in no single service would all the available
materials actually be used, but at various timesall may furnish
to adolescents the opportunity of pouring out their hearts in
adoration., VWhen materials are used,leffectively,and when a
service has all the essential characteristics, results in the
lives of worshippers do appear. Certain of these results will now

be considersd.

E. Values of Gréup Worship to Middle Adolescents.
Verkuyl, in speaking of worship achlevements,
raises the rollowing questions:; "Are we justified in expecting
results when we worship? If so, what kind? If results are
spiﬂtual chiefly, how soon may they be realized?™ Only an
affirmative answer can be given to the first question, for every-
where there are individuals who slowly but increasingly reveal the
likeness of God, and testify $0¢ the help they have received through
worship.g Such individuals bear out the truth of Paul's siatement:
"But we all with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the
glory of the Lord, are transformed into the same image from
glory to glory, even as from the Lord the Spirit.“s
This transformation into the likeness of God is possible for young

peopl’é as well as for adults,as will be testified by leaders who

L ] [ 2 * L J . L]

1. Verkuyl, op. cite., p. 188,
2. Ibi@.., P 189,
Se I1s 001’9 3.1 18,
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have had experiences with seniors in the capacity of teacher,
counselor, Or friend. Those who know the teen age best and who
understand the real nature of worship agree that a genuine experience
with God does bring forth fruit in the lives of the worshippers
though the development 0f such spiritual fruit mey be, and often
is, a slow process. Apparently then, Verkuyl is right in suggest-
ing that results from group woréhip may be expected. But what are
these results?®

The first great value of worship, notably important
becaﬁse it is bvasic, is "the repeated sharing of communion with
the Father."l In discussing this point, Shaver and Stock draw a
beautiful anslogy to human friendship and show that just as the
rich companionship with worthy friends is its own justification,
so fellowship with the Father is of inestimable worth.? Seneker
likewise en@hasizes the fact that the first value of worship is
that it awakens and quickens the consciousness of the individusl
t0 the realization of the presence of (God. He adds, moreover,
that the remarkable thing about the experience is that the worship~
per feels himself “engouraged and enabled to draw near®™ and to
commmne with the Fa’ther.a’ If nothing resulted from worship other
than that for a few moments sach week adolescents were led into the
pressnce of theﬁ.r Haker, who was shown to: be both transcendent and

l. Shaver, Ee L. and Stock, He Te: Training Young People in Worship,
De 19, -

2+ G2, Ibvid., pp. 18, 19.

3. Cf+ Senexer, James Seehorn, in Lotz, P. Hemxry and Crawford, L. W,
Editors: Studies in Religious Bdueation, ppe. 102, 103.



immanent, if only for a brief time youths were enabled %o look into
the Divine F’ace and see a true Friend and companion, = if worship
meant only this - i{ would still be eminently worthwhile, As
Underhill says, the perfection of worship is "getting to the place
where only God matters."l The chief fﬁnction,and thérefore the
primary value, 0f worship is to bring seniors to this place énd s0

t0 teach them to love the Father through the repeated experience

of being in His presence that they will écglaim Him their All in 211
in all their experience.

This commmion which is the basic value of worship
is not a means 10 an end, yet inevitably it bears frult in the life
of the woréhipper.z The second value of worship, therefore, is
that "it helps to fashion character according to the will of God."d
If a great human affection can prove a resiraining influence, an
"gxpulsive power", and a creative instrumentslilty, how mmch more
will friendship with the Son of God prove a mighty force in mold-
ing the character of a middle adolescent.‘@‘ Specific manifesta~
tions of the fashioning of charscter in harmony with spiritual
values may be varied, depending on the individual nature and needs
of the senior. An exhaustive treatement of the extriunsiec vaiues
of the worship experisnce can not be given, therefore, though some
of the more salient results will be presented.

e s e s o »

1. Underhill, 0:9- Cito, P Be

2. Cf, Athearn, Lawra Armstrong: Christian Worship for imeriecan
Youth, pe 25.

3. Shaver and Stock, 0pe cite, Do 19.

4e Ibide, Pe 19.



Hariel Lgster has made a helpful study of the re-
sults of worship end has discovered a number of values which apply
particularly 4o adolesecents. For ims tance, she declares that
"worshlp releases us from the domination of self."1 Teen-age
youths, having just come into 2 new eonsciousness of the "ego" and
having begun t0 feel their own importance as individual personalities,
need to be helped 10 an understanding and & control of the "self".
The person who reaches adulthood in bondage to self suffers in-
comparable torture, as is attested by the current writings of
psychiatrists.2 I$ is the function of worship to keep young peopls
from this suffering by releasing them from the domination of self
and by integrating and unifying all their motives, purposes, ldeals
and babits.® This wnification of life which dynamic worship
effects is of particular significance when ome recalls that middle
adolescents are often "a bundle of conflicting amotions."4 The
organization of the personality that results from fellowship with
God thus saves the youth from the slavery of self and gives to him
an inner peace, adequate personality integration.®

Hot only does worship free from self but also it
releases from the domination of others.® Anyone who has witnessed

¢ & *» o o o

1. Lester, luriel: VWhy Worship? pe 20,

2e Ofs Ibide, pe 20. 3See also Sadler, William 3. and Sadler, Lens XK.:
Piloting Hodern Youth, pp. 34 - 38,

3e Cfe Seneker in Studies in Religious Education, op. cit., p. 108.

4o Cf. Shaver and Stock, op. cits, pe 22. BSee also Ante, p. 14, 29.

Be Cfs Shaver snd Stock, 0pe cits, pe 29, ,

6o Gfe Loster, op. cit., p.29.



the speed with which any new fad or fashion sweeps through a high
school realizes how sensitive adolescents are to the opinions of
others. It is strikingly paradoxicalt that the very age that is
especlally self-centered is the age of the most acute awareness of
others. Through worship, however, seniors may become increasingly
sensitive to the mind and will of God and so less slavishly sub~
missive to the opinions of others.

Furthermore, vital worship is, according to Underhill,
"ocreative and redemptive"” because "it wakes up and liberates thét
'seed' of supernatural life, in virtwe of which we are spiritual
beings.“l Miss Lester explains that the inhibition of the creative
instinet is one 0f the worst indictments against the present soecial
system.g This sense of Inhibition is offten markedly strong in youths
of the middle adolezcent age who find their visions and anmbitions
far outstripping their powers to perform. Worship, however, enébles
seniors to understand that fellowship with God makes tevery clroum-
stance and every moment rich in creative opportunity."s Thus life is
seen “whcle",4 As adolescents, worshipping in a group, alisn:
their purposes with the purposés of God, they are released to
"otherwise only half—discovered PRP possibilities."s They are
free to create in and for the Xingdom of God.

Although all the values discussed above are important

a o & o o 2 o

1. Underhill' Op. Gi‘i‘.., Poe 180

2. Cf, Lester, Op. cit., pe 48,

Se Ibido, Pe B0.

4. Cfe. Seneker in Studies in Religious Education, op. cite, pe 103,
4, Cfs Ibide, De 103,



for adolescents, there remﬁins yet another value of much consequence,
& sense of mission. The warning has been given that "it is a
serious mistake to accentuate the emotional appeal so as to induce
sudden decisions which will almost certainly weaken in later moments
of thonghtfulness."l The authors who make this statement, however,
go on t0 add that "séasons of worship are times when valiant leaders
are recruited." It is evident then that worship results not only
in the growth of Christ~like character in the individual but,

in a very true senss, in the growth of the XKingdom of God on sarth.

Fo Summary.

In spite of the fact that almost innumerable specifiec
values of grcup_wcrship‘cculd be given, the more genersl ones
discussed above show eleaily.the regl import of the worship experience.
The two values which are of greatest prominence znd which include
all the others are: (1) the repeated fellowship - of the Father and
(2) the shaping of character "unto a fullgrown man, unto the measure
of the stature of Ghrist.“3 'Eevermhsless, one needs to be reminded
that these values come only from that worship experience whichv
has contemplation, revelation, commmnion, and fruition. HNoreover,
the above discussion has indicated that a worshiy service should
have smong other qualities the essential characteristics of reality

and intelligibility, the latter implying a selection of materials

- L L * L .

1. Shaver and Stock, ops cite, pPe 2l
2. Ibid. pe 21,
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on the basis 0f adolescent interests, needs, possible future

1 Parthermore,

responsibilities and on the basis of world needs.
it has been pointed out that there is a wide variety of materials
availabvle, among which the more important are music, prayer, the
Beriptures, and péetry. The significance of poetry in a worship
service has already been suggested. It will be the purpose of

the next chapter to discuss sémewhat in detail the nature of poetry

and its place in religious experience.

1. Cf. Shaver and Stock, Ope cit., pp. 82, 83.
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CHAPTER THREE

THE NATURE OF POETRY AND ITS FUNCTION IN RELIGIOUS BIPERIENCE

Le Introduction.

Chapter one of the present study set forth that which
counstitutes the religious experience 0of the middle adolescent and
wag followed in chapter two by a detailed consideration of group
worship as one -phase of that experience. This consideration reveal-
ed that s variety of materisls mey be used in a worship service
and that such materiels, when effectively used, bear fruit in the
lives of worshippers. From this foundational invastigation, one
comes now o the pivotal point about which the present study turns,
an. inguiry into the nature of poetry and its function in religious
gxiorience.

Poetry is thus singled out from other Worship.saterials
not because it 1s the only means by which seniors worship nor
begause it is necessarily the most important means but because
it is one of the ways by vwhich they worship and 1s the chief con~
cern of the present lnvestizstion. That poetry is sifnificant
in group worship has been indicated. It will be the purpose of
this chapter, therefore, to show further why it 1s important and
how it functions in religious experience. Both the importance of

poetry and its function are best understood by exploring its nature,
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and it is this task with which the investigator must deal first.

Fuarthermore, it is clear that in this discussion poetry is being

considered in its relationship to the adolescent in worship.
Although wide reading has been done in the vast

field of poetry, only such facts as are pertinent to the present

problem will be presented. Ubviously the approach to postry that

seeks t0 evaluate it as a literary type is different from that

whioch seeks %o evaluate 1t as worship material. It is the latter

approach which the present chapter attempis t0 make; and, in so doing,

the chapter will answer the following question: (1) Of what does the

nature of poetry consist? (2) What is there in the nature of poetry

that makes it particularly appropriate for middle adolescents?

{3) What are its chief wvalues in the religious experience of middle

sdolescents?

Be Definition of Poetrye.

Before one seeks to investizate the value of poetry
in religious experience, he finds it necessary to decide what is
meant by the term poetry. The word is so broad in its scops that
allows many definitions; and, indeed, even among literary
suthorities there is great divergence of opiniom as to the correct
mesning of ite Neihardt goes back to the Greek word meaning
"$o0 bring %o pass, 1o bring about, to ersat? a#é says & thing is
poetic if it indiecates that the creator during his mood of produetion

tl1ost his habitusl self and his familiar standardized world in a
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flash of the wider regard.® This definition is much like that
given by Phiilips Brooks in one of his famous leciures. He, too,
taktes into consideration the derivastion of the word and defines
the poet as "the man who mekes something™ and poetry as "the great
meking-power."® In the same address he states that "poetry is

the sense of beauty", and adds, "this poet~power, this creator—~
power of making a world of beauty in the soul out of the beauty

of the earth outside;“s'is one of the vaiues of poetry. In thus
defining the term, Bréaks touches vitally upon one of the important
functions of poetry which will be disenésed more fully lster in
this chapter.

Another significant definition of poetry is that
given by Amy Lowell when she sgys, "It is the height and quintessence
of emotion, of every sort of emotion. But it is =lways somebody
feeling something at white heat « « "4 This definition is helpful
because of the light it throws on the nature of poetry. Still
apnother description of the term, like the one glven above, indicates
something of the nature of poetry and declares it "is an art whose
medium is spoken language, language used in such a fashion that
' the sound is of very great importance as well as the sense."®
A comprehensive answer to the guestion "What is

1. Neihardt, John G.: Postic Values - Thelr Reality and Our Heed
of Them, ppe. 98, 99.

2« Brooks, Phillips: Essays and Addresses, p. 238,

5. Ibide, pe 240,

4, Lowell, Amy: Poetry and Poets, p. 4.

5. Chilton, Eleanor Carroll and Agsayr, Herbert: The Gaement of
praise - The necessi{y for Poetry, p. 8.



poetry?" is given by Stedmen, who, beginuing with Flato, sets dom
definitions stated by various individﬁals in 81l periods of hiatory.l
These definitions reveal a striking variation in point of emphasis.
Steéman then gives his own definition:
"Poetry is rhytimical, imaginative language, expressing the
invention, taste, thought, passion, and insight of the human
soul, "2
The present study will proceed on the basis of this latter definition,
which not only defines but also epitomizes the whole nature of
poetry and in a sense synf.hesizes all the definitions. In the
section that immediately follows a more detalled analysis of its
nature will be presented.
C. The Nature of Poetry in Relation to the
Religious Nature of Hiddle Adolescents.
1. The Element of Emotion in Poetry.

Hore than one of the definitions given above pointed
out the indispensability of emotion in poetry. This opinion is held
likewise by Prescott, who, in emphasizing the necessity for reading
poetry aloud, afflirms that "behind the voice there must first be
poetic processes -~ 0f feeling and imginétion =- in the reader's
mind. "8 Moreover, he declares that "poetic thought is always -
emotional®™ and that a poem is understood only when the reader feels

his way into the mind of the poet.4 It appears, then, that the

1, Cf. Stedman, Edmund Clarence: The Nature and Elements of Poetry,
Ype B - 27.

Ze Ibido, Pe 44,

3. Prescott, Frederick Clarke: Foetry and Kyth, p. 2.

4, Cfs Ibide, De 3.
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empathetic regard 1s neecessary for the appreciation of a poem as
well as for its creatiom.? Still further emphasis ivs given the
feeling element by Chilton who speaks 0f poetic words being

"so inextricably provoked by and provocative of emotion and

thought, all rising together from the depths of experience,

that it would be impossible for anmy one, even the poet who

uttered them, to say which preceded which, . . »"2
Such statements as these Jjust citéd are corrorvorated further by
Stedman's assertion that "feeling is the exeltant of gen'uine
poetry" and that "the poet's nature, 'all touch, all eye, all ear',
exalted to a creative pitch, becomes gmotigngl."z Elsewhere this
writer spea.ks‘ of postry as "uttered emotion" and of the impassioned
tone as a mark of really great poatry.é’ It is evident that there is
rather widespread agreement on the importance of the emotional or
feeling element, inherent in the very nature of poetry.

It is this feeling quality which makes poetry appesl

80 stro’ngl_y to adolescents, Heference has been made previously in
the present study to the adolescent's emotional development and to
the significance of this in his religious exzperience.® With his
enlarged capacity t0 feel and to feel deeply, the senior responds .
enthusiastically to a lyrie that stirs wi}thin him a sense of fellow~
ship with God and for him "makes the whole world kin."® nmis
guickening of the senses and perceptions not to airy nothings, but

. o o & & »

1. Cf. Neihardt, op. cite, ppe 96 - 98,
2e Ghilt@h, Ope cite, po 45,

3. Stedman, 0pe Cit-, Pe 49,

4. Cfo Ibid., P 262,

5. See ante, p. l4d.

6+ Cfe Stedman, Ope cite, pe 264,
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to miraculous realities . « »"* is the very thing that makes poetry
valuable in worship for teen age youth. Lo one will say religious
experience, even that phase called worshlp, is all feeling; yet

all students of the psychology of religion aver that the emotiomal
element looms large, particularly in the experience of the middle
adolescent.’?‘ Thus throuzh the uss of poetry in a worship servics,
ideas and idezls ars made comprshensible "in tsrms of human fesling
and interesty” and the young person comes from such an experience
charged with spiritual pcwer.*?’ It is evident that emotion is ‘basic
not only to the nature of poetry btut also to its ‘appeal to the senior

and 10 its effectiveness as a means of worship.

2¢ The Bloment of Imagination in Poastry.

Closely assoclated with emotion in poetic coreation
and in its significance as & fundamental element of poetry is
imsgination. This fact is graphically expressed by Stedman:

", « « whether passion or imagination be first areusa&, they speed

4

together like the wind-sired horses of Achilles."  This same

author also remerks: "The sovereign 0f the arts is the imagination,
by whose aid men makes every lesp forward."S The imaginative

rower of the poet enables him to see what others do not see and to

.« » & o & o

l. Hoyes, Alfred in The Obligation of Universities 1o the Social
Order, pe. 354, ,

2 Cf. Hickman, Frank Se.: Introduction to the Psychology of
Religion, pp. 211, 212. .

3e Cfe Hoyes, 0p. ¢ite, ps 351,

4, Stedman, Ope Cite, pe 262,

5. Ibide, pe B»



hear what others do not hear.

"Other men have length and height, but he has also depth;

and that new world of the imagination through the mystery of

the poem becomes strangely near and intimate:r to the reader,”
as Shillito affirms.} uoreover, Prescott declares that imegination
is a "gine gus non, and its presence or absence a true test of
poetry."® In additiom to this, he calls 1t the "eye of the mind"
by means of which the pogt is gifted with & kind of "second sight®
and sees, through all the commonplaceness of routine existence,
an ideal life.s This alement.of imagination, inseparably bound up
in the nature of poetry, may bs of two types: (1) the ieproduotiva,
that recalls to the mind actual images; and (2) the productive,
that remskes and combines actwal images so as to form new ones,
ideal ones.? In any case, imagination is a "seelng into" things
and is a vital quality in true poetry.

Here again, as with emotion, is an element that
finds its counterpart deeply ingrained in the adolescent's nature.
Although it is customary to think of childhood as the imaginative
time of life, Tracy says that "at no other time in life does
it {imagination) show such buoyancy and such virility, as in the
period of adolescence.“5 This exuberance and fertility of
imagination is most conspicuous in the middle adolescent peried,

1. Shillito, Edward: DPoetry and Prsyer, pe 8.

2+ Prescott, Frederick Clarke: The Poetic Mind, pe. 140.

3. Cfe Prescott, Frederick Clarke: The Poetic Mind, p. 139. See
also Stedman: Ope clt., DPe 229 - 231.

4, Cf. Prescott: Ibide., pe 145 See alsc Neihardt, op. cit.,
Pp. 97, 98.

5. Tracy, Frederick: The Psychology of idolescence, pe 90,
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during which time the imegery of the senior gradually becomes more
and more rational and intelligible.l If Chilton is right in saying
Mg man can only view life spiritually in so far as his intellect
and his imagination and his emotions are harmomious allies",z then
truly poetry, through the power of its inherent nature, can be a
dynamic foree in worship;for, combining as it éoes intellect,
imsgination, and emotion, it reaches the senior's inner being and
enables him to "view life spiritually.”® Such a viewing of life is,
in a sense, the consummation of worship., It ls clear, therefore,
that the imaginative quality of poetry is one of the chief causes
for the adolescent's interest in verse and one of the most telling
reasons for its value in worship.

It must be understood, however, that an imaginative poem
is not the result of some individual's vagrant fancies a:aé.~ eccentric
day draams. On the contrary, the imaginative power of the literary
artist is in no way opposed to reality. Rather, as was shown above,
the poet is the one who sees into ihe heart of common, every day
things and, seing truthfully as well as imsginatively, enables
others to see aright. Truth, then,1s a third and essential element

of genuine poetry.

3. The Element of Truth in Poetry.

Amy Lowell in spesking of the indispensables of poetry
& & e ¢

l. Tracy, Ope. cite., ppe 90, 91,

2+ Cf+ Chilton, Eleanor Carroll and Agar, Herberti{: The Garment of
Praise - The necessity for Poetry, pe. 13.

3. gfo Ibi&o, P. 130



says, "The true tost of 'poetry is sincerity and vitality « « »
It is nothing in the world but the soul of a man as it really is."!
And sgain, "Every form is proper %o poetry so long as it is the
sincere exzpression of a man's thought."2 %hat this writer is
really ssying is that poetry mmst be true. Can it be true and
imaginative at the same time? asks the investigator. Chilton
answers this question conclusively ”by showing that poets.. have always
meant by reality not the world of the matter-of-faect, not the world
with its pseudo~-scientific data, proved today and disproved
tomorrow, but.the world of the spirit, the perdurasble world of the
eternal verities.® Indeed, as Chilton declares:
"Poetry affirms that reality and truth are to be found in
the sphere of the idesl, of the creative imagination, and
that there 1s not only no necessity, but no excuse, for con-
fining ourselves to the realm of physical fact."4
Miss Chilton does not intend to suggest that the poet is hostile
to sciehtifio truth, as she clearly indicates in her subseguent
diseussion of the matter.® What she does emphasize, however, is
that the poet with his love of the visible world and with his
power to imagine cereatively can get at the truth of the real and
the unseen in a way not possible to the mere scientist.® This
same idea is expressed by Prescott, who shows that the scientist

succeeds rather than precedes the poet.7 Moreover, this writer

1. Lowell, Amy: Poetry and Poets, p. 6.
2e Ibié.a, ’po Ve

%e Of. Chilton and Agar, Ope cite, De 3o
4. Ibidt, o 4o

5. Cfe Ibidu, PPe & = B,

6. Gfe Ibido, P 65 = 8a

7. Cf. Prescott: The Poetic lind, p. 84.



explains thaf thé Hebrews, the Greeks, the Hindoos, the saints of
the Middle Ages, and other contenplative peoples grasped truth and
contributed t0 the world a great store of religious knowledge
which later was systematized as bt.heolcg,y.l As Prescott suggests,
this is the usual process, The poet, by means of imagination, a
kind of intultion, and revelé.tiem, gees into things and seizes
upon the truth therein. Later comes the scientist who ezamines
and tests all things and who finally pronounces as true this or
that thing; but all the time the poet knows what is true..z Poetic
truth, however, must not be confused with cold scientific facts, -
for the truth of every art is that "of naturs's eczpabillties, seen
by man's imagination, captured by the humsn hand, expressed and
illumineé when our Creator, intrusting his own want to us,‘ bids us
test its power ourselves.“'?’ The poet of imaginastion, therefore,
roads }withorat effort the truth of things," invisible things
perhaps but none the less real.t

This content of truth in poetry, as well as the
emotional and imeginative content, calls forth from middle adolsscents
an immediate response. 4uick to discern hypoorisy, the senior
turns instantly from any work of art that to him seems t0 give a
distorted view of life or 1o present only half-truths; but with
equal alacrity he receives that poem which bears the mark of sincerity.

l. Cf. Prescott: The Poetic Mind, p. 83.

2e Ofe Ivid., PPe 82 = 85.

5. Stedman, Edmund Clarende: The Nature and Elements of Poetry,
To 202. .

4. Cfe Ibid., Pp. 188, 189,
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When a poet, in earnestness of spirit and in faithfulness to his art,
gives a true transeript of life and nature as he sees them, he

makes it possible for teen age youths to perceive the reality of

the things of the spirit. Poetry of this type is 0f inestimable
value in the religious experience of adolescents.

Though truth, imegination, and emotion have been
discussed as separate elements of poetry, they are closely bound
together and are a part of the very nature of poetry. Still another
guality, closely associated with the three slements treated abovs

and particularly joined to truth, is beauty.

4. The Element of Beauty in Poetry.

Such is the affinity of truth and beauty that some
authors use the terms synonymously. ZHeats, for instancej, in lines
familiar to all, says: "Beauty is truth, truth beauty, . . "%
Emerson, likewlse, feels the two are inseparably united. In his
poem "Bach and All"™, he tells of going out to0 seek truth:

"I covet truth; |
Beauty is waripe childhood's cheat;
I leave it behind with the games of youth.t?
From his search; however, a search that takes him forth into nature,

he is led finally to say:

"Beauty through my senses stole;
I yielded myself to the perfect whole."®

S0, he, like Keats, finds beaufy and truth caunct{ be dissociated.

¢ * & o &

l. Keats, John: "0de on a Grecian Urm",.
Ze Emerson, Relph Waldo: "Bach and All".
3. Ibide
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On the necessity of beamty in poetry, Poe speaks with grest con-
viction when he defines poetry as "the rhythmic ereation of beauty.“l
S0 important does Stedmen comsider beauty that he h

discusses it first in his treatment 0f the variouslelamants.
Furthermore, he mskes the striking statement that "if concrete
beauty is not the greatest thing in poetry it is the one indispens-—
able « » "2 If he is correct, ome inquires then as to what is
. meant by poetic beauty. Stedman gives z helpful treatment of this
subjent, mentioning first *beauty of construction."® What this term
implies is best indicates by the epigram: "It {the poem) is read
with the ear; it is written with the voice; it is heard with the
eyen."‘i He further charactierizes poetic beauty by the following
words: simplicity, naturalness, correct selection and use of details,
guality, charm, and _evanescence.> With all these, there is yet
one negdful thing; for, sgys = Stedmsn,

"the vOx humans must be heard « « « the most refined and

artistic verse is cold and foreeless without it. 4 soulless

poem is a stalned-glass window with the light shining on

gnd not through. nb

One mey agree that beauty of the type deseribed

above is fundamental to the nature of poetry tut may hesitate to

L] L] . L L L

l. Poe, Edgar Allan in Good Reading for High Schools - American
Writers - , Tom Peete Cross, Reed Smith, and Elmey C. Stauffer,
Editors, p. 549.

2. Cf. Stedman, ope. cit., pp. 167, 168,

3e Cfe Ibide, Do 1744

4, Ibido, Pe 174,

5. Cf.a Ivid., PPe 173 - 185,

6. Ibids, pe 178,



admit that this beauty has anything to do with the zppeal of the
poem to a youth. Do adolescents have an appreciation for beauty?
Previously in this investigation, the aesthetic development of the
adolescent has been comsidered.. This study revealsd that teen-
age youtns had not only a genuine azppreciation for all beautiful
forms of natﬁre and art but'also a yearning fsr ideal beauty.
Poetry, therefore, that embodies even a paritial snd limited ex~
pregsion of perfect beauty meets one of the signal needs in the
senior's life. In addition to this, such poatry may be of eminent
value in the religious experience of young people, especially in
worships; for it may enable them to see in Christ all excellences,

even perfect beauty.

5. The Blement of Bhythm in Poetrye.

One other element, essential to the nature of poetry,
ms ¢ be’considered, namely, rhythm. This is so widely recognized
as a part of poetry and so generally understood that it need only
be treated briefly here. Prescott explains that poetic passion is
a form of energy and that Yapparently all enersy «. . « comes not
constantly, but in recurrent movements, or waves, - in other words,
rhythmieally."® He further states that strong and unrestrained
emotion inevitebly expresses itself rhythmically and that poetry, as
en emotional expression, thus has rhythm.z Moreover, this author

1. See ante, ppe 11, 29. Cf. Tracy, Frederick: The Psychology
of Adolescence, v. 159.

2. Prescott, Frederick Clarke: The Poetic Mind, pe 241,

3¢ Gfe Ibide, Pe R24l; Prescott: Postry and Kyth, pe He
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avows that it is one of the miracles of language that both a writer's
thought and his feeling can be carried - perhaps across many
eenturies - and can arouse similar thoughts and feelings within

the reader.l The real poet, according to Stedman, is the one, who
is born with this gift of rhythm;® but, as Prescott suggests,

poets {(except such strongly individual ones as Whitman) restrain

and modify this natural gift through "regard for tradition and
conventions of the poetic style."5 Hevertheless, however modified
and restrained, rhythnm is always present in real poetry.

Por all the elements discussed above, some relation-
ship to the adolescent's naturs hés been pointed out and in each
case emphasis has been plaged on the ability of poetry to function
in religious experience., Al this point, one may ask: Is the
rhythm of & poem in any way responsible for the senior's response
to verse? Is there any -congruity between rhythm and worship?
Affirmative answers must be glven {0 both these gquestions. The
middle adolescent ﬁith his feelings at concert pitch responds with
all the full harmony of his being to the vibrant rhythmic touch
of poetrye If a poem carries a spiritual tone, and Chilton says
poetry is the true language of the spirit,4 then obviously it has
a real value in religious experience. Espacially in worship is the
rhythmie quality of poetry significant. Underhill points out the

s & O o &

1. Cfs Prescott: The Poetic Mind, pe 241,

2e Cfo Stedman, op. cit., Poe 53

3e Prescott, op. cit., pp. 241, 242.

4. Cfe Chilton, Eleanor Carrell and Agar, Herbert: The Garment of

Praise, The Hecsssity For Posiry, pe 55.



necessity for man's religlous action being rhythmicl and adds that
"ritual Wweaves spesch, gesture, rhythm and agreed ceremonial
into the worshipping action of men; and thus at its best ecan
unite his physical, mental, and emotional being in a single
response to the Unseen."
50 poetry, uniting rhythn, beauty, truth, imegination, and emotion
touches all the adolescent's tentacles of awareness and thus helps
the senior to see in all things and through all things the permanent
spiritual values.
If, then, the nature of poetry is in part that which
has been suggested above, one can say with Chilton:

"1 believe that poetry is the highest possible expression
of the individual soul iIn its attempt to live fully, intensely
and with integrity in a perplexing world; that ideally it is
an effort o phrase mysteries which have never yet been
phrased 80 exactly that oun reason may embrace them, and that
any effort to do this, however, inadeguate, is closer to real
poetry than any facile success in the superficial subjects,
however clever or momentarily beguiling."d

How such poetry may function in religious experience must now

be indicated.

D. The Functions of Poetry in Religious ZExperience.

In the investigation of the nature of poetry
presented above, a number of functional values were notede The
parpose of this section is to treat somewhat more in detall certain
of these. Ho attempt will be made to consider 'all the possible

functions of poetry in religious experience. However, the principal

* & & 5 o &

l. Cf. Underhill, Zvelyn, Worship, pe. 23.
2e Ibid‘, Pe e
3e Ghilton, Ope Cits, pe B9
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ones will be dealt with, particularly those of greatest significance
t0o adolescents. It is well at the outset to let the senlor spesk
for himself concerning values he finds in poetry. The "English
dournal® gives the results of a cuestionnaire which tested groups
of high school students to determine their attitudes toward
poetry. This testing proved conclusively that seniors do like
poetry. Morsover, such statements as the following were made by
these young people:

#Poetry often expresses my own ideas of life and human nature.®

"Poetry sets me thinking about conditions."”

"Poetry broadens my views of life."

YHature poems appeal t0 me."
And, adds the investigator who reported these findings, through poetry
these

"voung readers may be led intec s fuller understanding of

human relationships end a deeper love for beauty in many

forms. S50 may they receive their birthright of thought, of

imagination, and of speech; and so may they, perhaps, leam

the joy of creation.” -

While such statements as these do not expressly
reveal the value of poetry in religious experience, they are at
least suggestive. and helpful; for certainly poetry could have
little or no value for adolescents if it were disliked by them.
Purthermore, the young person who wrote that "nature poems appeal

to me" touched upon one of the valuss of definite religious

significance.
L ] - * E L »

le Dithridge, Rachel L.: "Do High School Students Like HModern
Poetry?" in English Journal, Cotober, 1934, pp. 664 - 670.



-l G

1. To reveal God in Nature.

Helping adolescents to see God in nature is one of
the funections of poetry and is so recognized by Phillips Brooks,
who says there is no doubt but that Christian poetry has opened
man's eyes to nature. Omce, Brooks declares, nature "was pretty,

now she is holy. nl

ine of the remarkable powers of poetry is that,
through showing the holiness of nature's beauty, it meay lead
one to see anew the radiant beauty of the Holy Creator. This
thought is strikingly expressed by Shillito in the following words:
"he mem who ends his reading of Job anywhere but at the
feet of God, has not mastered its meaning, or heard its call.
And if the poets of the 01d and New Testaments do this with
supreme: power, there must be something of the same priestly
office, exercised by all poets, who take us with them through
the fields of the earth."?
*
The nature lyrics of the Psalms, presenting as they do a God not
only of beauty but also of power, majesty, and transcendence, are
superb worship materials.. Foetry, then, may reveal to young people
nature as it really is and in so doing may enlarge and enrich the

congept of Gode.

2. To Provide a "Wider Awareness',

Of greater significence for the adolescent than the
revealing of nature is that funcetion of poetry which expands his
horizon. The teen-age youth, inclined toward introspesction and
self-consciousness, needs ﬁoetry, the technigue of which, like the

1. Brooks, Fhillips: Essays and Addresses, D. 244,
2 8hillito, Edward: Poeiry and Prayer, De 8.
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technique of gll the arts, is "t0 set the general above the particular,
to emphasize the larger relations, t0 merge the heedful self in the
whole."l Neihardt further explains that all great poetry is gemeric,
that the sense of individuality dles out, and that the universal is
substituted for the particular.g Alfred Noyes volces the same opinion
when he affirms that the arts and literature "help us to reintegrate
our world after the specialist has dissected 1t."d Moreover, he de-
clares that the world of literature is & world where higher values
teke their proper place, where, [after the analyses of science) "the
spirit begins once mors t0 see all things in one," a world "resting

on that Being whom 'old-fashloned people’ callea Go&."4 If poetry

can give a "wider awareness™ and can enable an adolescent t0 sense a
unity within himself as weli a8 in the universse, it thereby renders

a great service to the senlor's religious life.

Je To Administer Heal ing.

Another funciion of poetry, and one frequently over-
looked, is its power to heal. Many youﬁg people, emerging from the
period of *"storm and stress", passing perhaps into a cataclysmic
conversion experience, and then entering into & time of religious
doubts, are the victims of terrific agony of mind and spirits In
increasing nimbers, these maladjusted youths are trying all types

of remedies %o relieve thelr minds of dark and troublous fancies.

* & * & s @

1. Heihardt, Johm G.: Poetic Values-Their Reality and Our Heed
of Them, De 105.

2. Of. Iblde, Do 1140

3. Hoyes, Alfred in The Obligation of Universities to the Sogial
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4, Cf, Ibide., ppe. 354, 355



Prescott declares psychopathologists have found a cure for such
cases, the method being to0 secure a "complste expression, confession,
and clearing up of the repressed desires and emotions.nl Often,
however, the adolescent's difficulty arises from the :inability to
express what he feels. Here poetry steps in and, unlike the
doctor in Machsth, can

", « » minister to a mind diseased,

Pluck from the memory a rooted sorrow,

Raze out the written troubles of the brain

And with a sweet oblivious antidote

Cleanse the stuff'd bosom of that perilous stuff

Which weighs upon the heart."?

The poetry of the Séripturas may be a curative agent

0f highest value in relieving morbid emotional and mental states
in young people and in giving a wholesome attitnde, inner peace,

end an integration of personality.d

4. To Penetrate the Doubts of a Scientific Age.

8till again, the investigator discovers another value
of a somewhat different type, that of answering the questions of a
scientific‘age. High school young people, trained to examine
everything sclentifically and to svaluate on the basis of ths
measuring rod and test tube, often come to think of life only in
terms of material values, Furthermore, as a result of the study
of science, such young people frequently ask: "Is the Bible valide®
"Is there a God?" "Is the soul immortal?" For all such §uesti9nings

L L . . . .

1. Prescott, Frederick Charke: The Poetic Hind, p. 276.
2. Shakespeare, William: Macbeth.
3o Cfe Prescott: The Poetic Mind, pp. 276, 277.
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of youth, poetry has an answer. It comes to adolescents by way
of the emotions and, awakening and quickening all the sensibilities,
discloses the abiding values of life.l
In 2 superdb fashion does the poetry of that great
Christian poet Robert Browning meet the needs of an age that ssems
to feel there is a confliet between science and religion.
Dre. Berdoe spesks of Browning as
", o« o« One of our greatest spiritual path-mskers and Alp-
tunnellers. « » Those of us who have been down with the miners
know how many obstacles Browning has cleared away:; those who
have worked under his orders, know how firm and stralght is
the roadway he has constructed. HNot only has he established
& modus yvivendl bvetween science and religion, but he has
demonstrated that the one is the complement of the other,
He has made scientific religion an accomplished fact."?
Such statementis as this reveal the fact that poebtry may function
as & means of dispelling scilentific doubts by making translucent

things material so that the reality inherent is glimpsed.

5. To Prepare for and Lead into Prayer.

Fot only does poetry quiet one's doubis and heal
one's mind but als0 1t ministers comstructively to the deepest
spiritual needs. Born in every human being is the desire to pray,
and poetry may be the means by which this spiritual exercise is
best accomplished. Hdward 5hillite, in his book Poetry and Prayer,
aiscusées in a clear and comprehensive way the relationship of
poetry to "the heart of worship". He indicates, amomg other things,

that poetry can bfing = person to the place of adoration, and indeed

* & & » & 0

l. Cf, Hoyes, Alfred, oOpe. cit., pp. 373, 374.
2+ Berdoe, Edward: Browing and the Christian Faith, p. zvii.
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can be the medium through which his adoration is expressed.

"The poet may help us to adore not least by rescuing us from

the Infinite, and showing to us a God Who is forever near,

signalling to ms in all things."l

Un the other hand, poetry may be a medium of confession,

as Shillito points out when he declares that a person completing
the reading of QOthello and going to prayer feels like crying out:
"God be merciful to me a sinner."? A4s in the case of Othello,
poetyy often takes the reader "{o the utmost limit of the path
along which we have taken the first stepi® Thus does poetry prepare
for confession and through such a lyric as the fifty-first Psalm
lead in confession. Moreoever, poetry may make dear for young
people the meaning of real intercession. Browning's Saul, for
instance, powerfully manifests love as the secret of intercession,
while Pippg Passes shows true intercession to be "one human being
entering with love and longing into other lives, and lifting them

into the light of God."*

6. To Effect Creative Personality.

Preparing for prayer, answering doubts, healing
the mind, enlarging horizons, revealing God in nature, =~ all these
functions, and more, does poetry perform. One other value,
previously suggested, must be named again, the value of poetry
as a "msker! or "creator".5 Truly poetry is a force that may

[ L] L ] L ] * L]
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produce a profound change in an individual.l Prescott draws an
interesting analogy between poetry and play amd affirms that just
as g child lesrns the traditional lessons of the race through
rlay, so
"in poetry the poet and the reader learn the same lessons
in ruch the szme Way « « « The poet thus securss our spiritual
inheritance « « « The poet is always present at the birth of
idess and in a broad sense iz rightly named a maker or
creator."?
"The postic dream and cersation,” continues Prescott, "“are our

;nearast approach t0 the ‘'vision and faculiy divine'";5 and, there~

fore, are preeminently significent in religious experiencs.

E. Smmmry.

Proceeding from a study of the religlous experience
of a&oleécents, the investigator has considered one phase of thét
experience, namely, worships. Verious materials, situations,
characteristies, and values have been investigated. The present
chapter, taking but one of the worship materizls, poetry, for
examination, has attempted to define it as the imaginative and
rhythmic expression of the thought, the feeling, or the deep in-
sight of the human soul.? Farthermore, the mature of postry has
been rewvealed through the freatment of the five fundamental elements:
emotion, imagination, truth, besuty, and rhythm. IHoreover this

chapter has indicated that poetry may have at least six out~-

* & & & o s
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standing functions in religious experience. It may open one's

eyes to see God in nature, it may expand one's horizon, it may

heal a distraught mind, it msy vanquish doubts, it may iead a soul
to God in prayer, and it may release all one's potential oreative
abilities. The entire fore-goling discussianvhas revealed the
remarkavle appropriateness of the use of poetry in worship services
because of the nature not only of poetry and worship but also of
adolescents themselves. Whether poetry is being used generally

in all the fulness of its varied possibilities 1s another matter.
The next chapter will  report an investigation intc actual, present-

day uses of poetry in worship.
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CHAPTER FOUR
AN INVESTIGATION OF THE USES OF
POETRY IN WORSHIP SERVICES
FOR THE MIDDLE ADOLESCENT
As Introduetion

Having malyzed the religlous exzperience of middle
adolescents, having studied psrticularly the nature of worship and
its funetion in that experience, and having examined the nature of
poetry and its value in the relizious experience of the senior, one
comes now in this chapter to the heart of the problem with which the
present investigation is concerned. The purpose of this chapter,
therefore, is to set forth an analyéis of the present use of poetiry
in senior worship services. Thls analysis will be presented by
means 0f charts, preceded hy an explansation of the method of survey
and followed by an interpretation of the signifieant findings.

The first step in the survey has consisted of a pre-
liminary examinstion of various worship sources and has revealed
four distinot types of materials: (1) magazines, such as the Inter-
national Jowrnal of Religious Education; (2) books giving services
for a whole year, such as Stacy's Worshlp for Yonth, Volume II;

(3) nymmals including ‘worship suggestions, like The church School

Hymnal for Youth and The New Hymmal for American Youth; (4) text-

beoks, such as Athearn's Christian Worship for American Youth, which

-6
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include exzamples of wvariocus types of services. These four books and
the “International Journal of Religious Education” have been selected,
therefore, for special consideration because they seem to represent
the chief types of materials available for adolescent worship services.
Other books have been examined but are not Inciuded in the detailed
snalysis because their contributions te_the'present study sappear to
be negligibvle. For example, The Guest for God Throusgh Forship by
Philip Henry Lotz, containing services for a year, includes meny
poems; but, sinee the book is designed for the entire church school
and not principally for senlors, it is not inelwded in the survey.
Horeoever, the materials put out by one df the leading denominations
have been ezamined; but the worship suggestions appeared 100 vague
to be'ef any real value in the present study. Thus it is evident
that the books chosen for careful examination represent fairl# the
kin& of worship programs in which senlors today participate.

The worship services in the Imternational Journal
of Religioms Education have been selected for particular study be-
cause 0f thelr great importance in the field of Christian education.
The importence is due in a large meassure to the fact that the
Couneil represenés forty~one Protestant denominations and twenty-
eight state councils of rellgiocus educstion 1ﬁ Forth America.
loreover, the worship services and suggestions for the various
divisions of the church school, presented in each issue of the
megeazine, are pra&uets of superior writers, who are thoroughly
scquainted with the best trends in (hristian educatiom. 4ll the

services for the senior-young people's division for the year 1937
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have been studied, and the analysis of the use of the poetry present
in these services is given in the following section of this chapter.

Stacy*s YWorship for Youth, Volume II is included in
the group of books for detailed analysis because it is a type of
material widely used by Ghristian leaders. The book contains fifty-
two worship services which have been carefully studied and are re-
ported in the charts in the section which follows.

The two hymnals named above have been thoroughly
ozamined, and the worship services included in them have been
snalyzed. These hymmals pressnt significant source materials, for
they éré extensively used by many of the leading denominations and
are plenned to meet adolescent worship needs. Inéeeé, the editor
of The Church School Hymhal for Youth declares the hymel is "a book
of worship"” and is "graded to their (Intermediates, Seniors, and
Yéung Poople) moral and religious needs and designed to voice and
express their aspirations; inspire and enrich their commmnion with
God; vitalize and deepen their fellowship with Jesus Christenl
In the light of thls expressed ypurpose, it is of especial interest
to discover the use of poetry in the services offered as modsl
programs of worship.

Finally, Athearn's book has been chosen for investi-
gation because 1t is one of the most comprehensive treatments of
worship and is written not only for leaders but for young people as
well. Moreower, the twenty-three services included in Part III of

. - * * . .

1, Laufer, Calvin W., Editor: The Church School Hymmal for Youth, pe iii.
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the book are planned particalarly‘fsr the senior age, as 1s indleated
by the following statement:

. "o the host of high~school-age boys and girls with whom I have
worked omt the instructionsl material and the services of wor-
ship I express my sincere thanks and acknowledge a spiritual
comradeship. "1 k

| The way in which Hiss Athearn uses poetry is, there~
fore, of decided comseguence to the present investigation.

If, then, the selection of the materials for analysis
has comprised the first step in the survey of the use of poetry, the
second step has involved a thorouzh study of the books chosen. In
order to record graphically and comprehensively the use of poetry in
worship services, charts have been prepared'giving‘the names of
poems employed. Whenever no title was given, the first line, or a
portion of it, has been placed on the chart and enclosed in gquotation
marks, Since the name of a poem in a given service has significance
only when the poem is seen in its setting, ths themes of the wvarious
gervices have likewlse been included in the charts.

In addition %0 this, 1t has seemed helpful to list
the authors in order to discover whether or not the poetry of certazin
individunls appears especially sultable for worship end whether or
not the peetry of any perticular age or period is preeminently
valuable as worship material.

Likewise, it has seemed necessary %0 rscord the
number of lines of poetry included in a given service since the mere

« 5 & & s o

l. Athearn, Laurs Armstrong: Christian Worship for American Youth,
De ixe



naming of a poem dces not reveal the extent of its use.

The concluding columns of the charts indieate the
vlace in a service where the poem occurs, or the relatiomship of the
poem to other materials in the service, and the method of use, or
the function which the poem performs. ZEvery effort has been made to
analyge the worship services fairly and to ascertain, if possible,
what function for the poems was in the mind of the persons who pre~
pared the programs. If, however, no definite function was at once
evident, this was indicated by the word "indeterminabe'. HNoreover, in
recording the function of a poem in a given service, the investigator
has had in mind the values of worshlp and the va}ués of poetfy which
were brousht out in chapters two and. three of the present study and,
consequently, has used such terminclogy as will tend to show a
synthesis of the forme-going findings.

| The charts worked out in the light of the above

discusgsion now follow.



B. 4 Survey of Poetry In Representative Worship Services for Middle Adolescent

1. International Journsl of Religious Education for 1937.

8. Survey Analysis.

THEME OF SERVICE

PORK AUTHOR LInEs
For February: Feﬁgive
Us Qur Trespasses
W¥ithout God" in our A Waking Prayer 15
. Lives
"Forgive our Elinor Lemmen 14
trespasses"
"1 am Youth" Margaret Hersey 19
For March; Faith in "I have looked again  Rev. Fred Smith 12
The Triumph of the in the gyes of
- Right youth"
"By This Sign, Mind in my dream I Carl 5. Weist 1z
Conguer" saw & cross”
THounding the Heart "There is no place 2
of God" _ where earth's
soprows™
"The Way of the "They did not crucify Xatherine Greenlesf

. Uross®

my Lord®
"Caigphas, Pilate and
Herod - "

Pedley
Elinor Lennen

#Christ Triumphant"

Fronm
The Battlefield
1 know that ny -
Bedeemer lives"

William Cullen Bryant
Harold I.Donunelly

For April: Worshiping
God through Beauty
Eyes That See .

Small Town Wisdom

Ganticle of the Sun

Thomas Curtis Clark

Father Cuthbert's
version - 3t. Francis
of Assisi

Spring Awakening

Prgyer in April
If They Forget to
See

Sars Henderson Hay 12
B4ith Lombard i4
- Squires

Gommnion with God

God Is not Far
Worship

Thomas Qurtis Qlark
Anna Hamilion Wood

Life Henewed

4 Girl's Pragyer

WByrian C. Sherman

w3 -
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Weking Prayer 15 v 4
Forgive our Elinor Lenmen 14 v V]
trespasses” '
‘T am Youtht Margaret Hersey 19
I have looked again  RHeve Fred Smith 12 v V|
in the eyes of
youth"
And in my dream I Carl S. Weist 12 V] v
saw & cross" -
There is no place 2 V| v/
where earth's
sorrows"
"hey did not crueify Katherine Greenleaf 14 V] V]
my Lord" ‘Pedley
'‘Caisphas, Pilate and Elinor Lennen 18 V] V1
Herod ~ %
from
The Battlefield William Cullen Bryant % v/ v
'T know that oy Harold I.Donnally 20 v o
Hedeemer lives"
jmall Town Wisdom Thomas Curtis Clark 20 i V]
janticle of the Sun Father Cuthbert's 21 A v
version -~ St. Francis
of Assisi
. H
rayer in April Sara Henderson Hay 12 V/ v
If They Forget to Bdith Lombard 14 v v
See " Boulres
yod Is not Far Thomas Curtis Clark % v
¥orship Anna Hamilton Wood ] /|
.
4 Girl's Prayer Marian C. Shermen V[
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THEME OF SERVICE

For May: Worshiping
God through Beauty
{iian) :

#"hose Who Bear
Burdens Patiently”

~B32e

POEH

Salute to iBn

AUTHOR

Sars Henderson Hay

Life

"hose Who Practice *he parson of & Chaucer &
Heighborliness® country church was
h@ i
Those Who Work for a  Homesteader Carl John Bostelmann 14
Fairer World - The Whitman, We Come Claton S. Bice 18
Pioneers Pionsers of the Present 22
For June: Finding God
in Books
Finding God in Cne of Psalms Psalm of David 53
Literaburs Ps. 19 {suggested)
For July and August:
 Vacation Joys
A Balanced Life A Hew Day Alfred Grant Walton 23
‘"Happy Vacancy" Gool as the Water Heleme Margaret 12
Jdoy in Work #ind is this 2ll? Jay G. Sigmund 14
Ch, what a
harvestingl®
Wider Horizons #1 bave seen God" Don VWest 21
For September: Finding
God Through Study
Recognlizing God "Be still and Inow® Georgils Harkness 19
: "The poets are God's Thomas Curtis Clark 15
listeners®
A1l beauty whispers ary Hallet 8
to the listening
heart®
¥or October: Jesus
Walks amd Talks with
Men .
Jesus In Hormal Home A Prgyer for the Home 15
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POEK

Salute to Man

AUTHOR

Sars Henderson Hay

"he parson of a
country church was
:!16 i

Chaucer

Homesteader
Whitmen, We Come
Pioneers of the Present

Carl John Bostelmann
Claton S. Bice

i4
18
22

{ne of Psalms
Ps. 19 (suggssted)

Pealm of David

53

A New Day

Alfred Grant Walton

25

Gool as the Water

tind is this all?
Oh, what &
harvestingl?

Helene largaret

Jay G. Sigmund

iz

*] have seen God"

Don VWest

21

"Be still and Imow"

"The poets are God's
listeners®

1411 beauty whispers
to the listening
heart®

Georgla Harkness
Thomas Curtis Clark

Mary Hallet

19
15

e
W

A Prayer for the Home

i5

&

Prayer
Greate Atmosphere

Indeterminate
Indsterninate

Teditation
cifFocus Attention

Seripture
Alchallenge

Opening
Glose

o usie

- |Talk
Rasponse

iy

(3]
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THEME OF SERVICE POEK AUTHOR LINES
Jesus Praparing for "Youtk, O youth, can iz
His Life Vork I reach you"
Jesus Dedicating Him- "0 Lord of all the Mabel Kiedermeyer 4
self to His Caslling Upward Eioaé"
Jesus Tests His Ideals A word of prgyer” Travis White &
For November: Jesus
Leads the Way
Jesus Sharing the Lord, What a Change Trench 14
Joys of ¥riendship
Jesus Leads the Way in "0 Lord of all the Mabel Hiedermeyer 4
Facing Hisunder- Upward Road" '
standing
For Lecenber: Jesus
Brings a iessage of
Good Will
004 will through "G £i11 me with thy Freneis R. Havergal 8
Proving Friend to fulness, Lord."
A1l Where a life is James L. Blaisdell 18
spent in service"
Growing by Enlisting "0 thou great God Ze Be Lo i2
in God's Work above! ’
o Be Alive in Sueh Angela Horgan
An Age® ;
"hrist Has Ho bhands Arnie Johnson Flint
but Ouf Hands”
"7 will follow the MHary 4. Gdgar
Upward Road"
"Be Strong, We Are Heltvie Se. Babcock
Hot Here to Flay"
Food for the Gruwtii "Prgyer is the Soul's  James liontgomery
of ¥y Soul Sincere Desire"
Savior, More than Life TFannie Crosby
to e ’ .
Lord for Tomorrow and Sybil F.Partridge
Its Heeds
Good will in Keeping  The Word iade Flesh Mrse De Jo MeCanne 16

a Holy Day
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{outh, O youth, can
I reach you®

AUTHOR

¢ Lord of all the
Upward Rosd"

Mabel Fiedermeyer

@ravis White

L word of prgyer®

ord, What a Change

Trench

14

0 Lord of all the
Upward Road"

Mebel Hiedermeyer

O £111 me with thy
fulness, Lord."
Where a life is
spent in serviee®

Francis R. Havergal

James A. Blaisdell

16

¢ thou great God
above!

To Be Alive in Sucdh
An égeft

Christ Has No hands:

but Ouf Hands®

I will follow the
Upward Road®

Be Strong, We Are
Kot Here to Play"®

Ze Bo L

Angels Horgsn

Armiie Johnson Flint

Maltbie U« Babocock

i2

Prager is the Soul's

Sincere Desire"

avior, More than Life

to le

ord for Tomorrow and

Its Heeds

James lMontgomery
Fannie Crosby

Sybil ¥F.Partridge

he Word Made Flesh

Hrse De Je HeCanne

16

hallengs

Create Atmosphere
Indeterminale

Prayer
Focus Attenmtion

C&éée L

Ser ipture

Prayer

Indeterminate

¥Yaditation
A

< | wglusie

£ Talk
G| Responss
=

¢

<
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THEME OF SERVICE

Standing Firm Under
Criticism

POEM

' Hot Mine or Thine

AUTHOR

Frances -Crosby
Hamlet

LINES

14

For Janunary: Let Us
Renew our Lives in
Christ

Growing in Awarcness
of God

5111, 5%ill with Thee

0 God, the Rock of Ages

Harriet B. Stowe
Edward He. Beckerststh

iz
16

Growing by Learning
God's Will for Me

Dear Lord and Father
of Menkind

John Greenleaf
Whittier

Growing through Under-
standing Jesus and
His Hiission

"Lord, spesk to ume
that I may spesk”

"o £111 me with thy
fulness, Lord"

"Ingpire in us®

Once to Hvery iBn
and Hation

The Hidden Years at
Hazareth

Into the Woods iy
Master Went

Frances R. Havergal
Frances He Havergal

g. BC E.
James Russell Lowell

Allen Bastman Cross

Sidney Lanier

1z

1z
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ot Mine or Thine Frances Crosby 14 Vv v
Hamlet
$111l, S5till with Thee Harriet B. SDtowe 12

' God, the Rock of Ages Edward H. Beckersteth 16

LS

ear Lord and Father John Greenleaf - 8
of Henkind Whittier
Lord, spesk to me Frances R. Havergal iz

that I may speak™
¢ £111 me with thy Frances R. Havergal iz
fulness, Lord"

'Inspire in us® Ze Be Fe

mce to Every lan James Russell Lowell
and Xation

he Hidden Years at Allen Bastman Cross
Hazareth

nto the Woods Iy Sidney Lanier

Master Went
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be Interpretation of the Survey of the International Journsal
of Religious BEducation for 1937,

An examination of the charts above reveals a number
of noteworthy details w&idh, taken together, present a comprehensive
picture of the present use of poetry in senior worship services. Of
the fifty-two programs in the International Journsl for 1937, thirty-
three are found to include poetry. These thirty-three services
employ as worshlp materials forty poems, or parts of poems, six
hundred and thirty~eisght lines in all. It is striking that the
number of lines used in a given service ﬁaries from two to thirty-
three. The chart also indiocates a great variation in authors, the
name of an# ene author rarely occurfing more than once in the liste
Horeover, it appears that not mamy of the writers are individuals of
wide reputation, that many are modern w;iters, and that the great
Christisn poets of the centuries find no place in the programs
surveyed.

The most importent findings, however, so far as the
present investigation 1s concerned, have to do with the place of a
poenm in a service and its gpparent function in that place. The
chart makes clear the fact that the forty poems oseur in seven
&iffeéent places in the services, or in seven different relation=-
ships. Some occur at the beginning of services, others at the
close; so#w serve as responses, Others to prepare for or to follow
the Seriptaxe reading; some are definitely related to the musie
afrsarviaes, preceding or following = musiocal selection; others

relate to a theme talk, to a picture talk or interpretation, or to
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a story. In some cases, materials for a serviee rather than a planued
program are presented; and since the place in a service where a

poem might occur is not evident, the word "indeterminate"is used.

Cf the forty poems ocourring in fhe International Jowrnal for 1937,
eleven are related to music, seven to the conclusions of programs,
five to talks, three to responses, two to the Seriptures, and

two t0 the opening of services. The place 0f ten cannot be
determined.

In the light of the functions of poetry set forth
in chapter three, discoveries concerning the actusl present-day
use are particulgrly significant. ©OFf the forty poems referred to
above, nineteen are used as prayer. If prayer is*the heart of
worship”l and if almost fifty percent of the poems used serve as
prayers, then one realizes immediately the réal appropriateness of
considsring poetry & valuable worship material. Five of the forty,
as the chart indicates, are used to challenge seniors to commitment
of 1ife or t0 increased astivity in the work of the Kingdom. Five
poems serve to facus interest, to prepare for something later in
the service, or to suggest the theme and arouse interest in it.
Thyree poems are found to ald in creating a worshipful atmosphere.
One is used as meditation, while in the case of seven no use can be

determined.,

. L J - [ ] [ ] [ 4

le Gfe .énta, P 39
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2e Stacy, Gussie Brown: Worship for Youth, Volume II.

a. Survey Analysis.

THEME OF SERVICE POBM AUTHCR LINES
Daring the Task The Fear for Thee, Edwin Markhanm 1z
¥y Country
The Christisn's Breast- If I Were a Voice Charles lpoHay 9
Plate - Hight ¥$hite Cgptain of Robert Freeman 8
Living my soul, lesd on
The Chrilstians "Down the dark future, Henry W. Longfellow 8
Sandals - Peace through long
generations
O Men of Galilee he Ta He 20
The Christian's The Enight Brrant Louise Imogine 8
Shield ~ Falth Guiney
‘ #ilthough I do not 18
know God's wondrous
WS"
Star of the Hast - "Pogose abide beneath g
Hope thy roof~tree®
Sreative Yesterdgys HListen 10 the {Prom the 14
(New Year's) exhortation of Senskrit)
the dawn
They Waeit Por Youm EBdwin Markham 6
#If thou hast _ Goethe 4
yesterday thy duty
done™
The Hoad to Heaven Hancy Byrd Turner 7
Home ~ 3Seekers Our Home Bule | 4
{The Christian Home)
Indugtrial Good~Will Hew Vistas Thomes Curtis Clark 18
{Picture of Christ)
Abraham Lincoln Abraham Lincoln largaret Sangster 17

{Inter-Racial Day)

Good Cheer The Hindered Christ 24
Little Sister Righard Burton 28
lsekness The Cup of Pride Bdwin Markham 83
Sympathy The Grace to Sexrve #lsis M. Roberts 16
Charting The VWey Radiant Crusaders Allen ERastman (Oross i2
"Pass on the toreh” Allen Hastman Qross iz

Hindling The Fire
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se Fear for Thee, Edwin Markham 12 V] v
By Gountry
£ I Yere a Voice Charles incEay 9
fhite Ceptain of Robert Freeman 8 V]
my soul, lead on”
Sown the dark future, Henry W. Longfellow 8
through long
generations
Han of Galilee Ae Fe He 25
1e Knight Hrrant Louise Imogine 8
Guiney
Llthough I do not e 18
know God's wondrous
WSH
bsanse abide beneath g
thy roof~ires"”
sieten to the {From the 14
exhortation of Senskrit)
the dawn"
1y Welt For You Tawin Mericham 6
If thou hast = Gosthe 4
yésterday thy duty
done"
e Hoad to Heaven Nency Byrd Turner 7
iy Home Rule | 4
sw Vistas . Thomas Curtis Clark 18
oraham Lincoln largaret Sangster 17

ne Hindered Christ ' 24
ittle Sister Richard Burton 28
ne Cup of Pride Edwin Markham 83 4
ne Grace to Serve HElsie M. Roberts 16 Vv
adiant Crusaders Allen Eastman Cross 12 V]
Pass on the toren" Allen HZastman Cross 12 V]
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THEME OF SERVICE

Braving The Enemy

POEM

Dream and Daring

AUTHOR

Cale Young Rice

LIKES

22

Hesurreotion Flowers
{Haster Service)

The Sacrament

Allen Zastman Cross

1z

Love of Heroes
(Decoration Day)

There Is no Death

The Iuster Roll

He Fought 'Gainst
Gloom

Hilton U. Brown, Jr.

iz
59
16

Love of Preedonm
{Fourth of July)

he faith cur fathers
fought forn

Ae Co Swinburne

Wayside Flowers

God Is Not Far Away

Thomas Curtis Clark

14
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Dream and Daring Cale Young Rice 22 v/ v
Phe Sacrament Allen Bastman Cross 12 v |V
There Is no Death 12 V4
The Iuster Roll 59 Vv v
e Pought 'Gainst Hilton U. Brown, Jr. 16 V|
Gloom
"The faith our fathers A. Co Swinburne 6 Y4 V]
fought for™
30d Is Not Far Away Thomas Curtis Clark 14 V| V]
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b. Interpretation of the Swrvey of Worship for Youth, Volume II.
Stacy 's book contains fifty-two worship services, nine=

teen cf-which(nake use of poetry. In these nineteen appear twenty-
eight poems, havihg 2 total of four hundred and seventy-eight lines.
The extent to which poetry is used by Stagy 18 somewhat less than that
by the writers in the International Journal although the latter appear
to use shorter selections for the most part than does Stacy. In this
source the number of lines of poetry in any one service varlaes from
four to elghty~three. Omn the whole, the poets rapresented in Stacy's
program are of much the same type as those found in the services
reported above. However, there are not so many different authors as
in the International Journal of Religious Education, certain poets
being represented by more than ome poeme. In Stacy's book, as In the
programs already discussed, the most significent findings concern
the vlace and the function of a poem in a service. Eighteen of the
twenty~elght poems used in the services relate 10 musie, to hymms
or to some special musical selections. This is not at ail surpriz-
ing when one recalls that the rhythmic, singing qualify of verse
is a part of its inherent natwre and one of the chief reasons for
its appeal to adolescents. It seems entirely fitting, therefore,
ﬁhat a2 poem should be s0 placed in a service as 10 prepare the
senjor for intelligent and meaningful participation in the singing
of hymms. ©OFf the twenty-eight poems used, five sppear in connection
with some sort of talk, usually as the conclusion or climax of
the message. Three other poems ssrve &8 the means of opening

worship services; one is used in relation to g response; and one is



rlaced in the program preceding a prayer. Although the use of
poetry as przyer has already been revealed in the servieces in the
International Journal, its place in a service as preparation for
prayer is not very general. In faet, in only one of the services
by Stacy and in one by Athearn is poetry used in this relationship.
Revertheless,it 1s this function of poetry as a preparation for
prayer that Shillito makes the thesis for his book Poeiry and
Preyer. If, then, the tweniy~-eight poems in the services worked out
by Stacy are placed in the manner just suggested, what function or
value do these poems have? The chart indicates that nine are used
to foecus interest, to grip the attention of seniors, to prepare them
for what follows. IEvidently Stacy agrees with the idea expressed
in chapterthree that it is wise to touch first the feeling capacity
0f individuals and then through aroused feelings t0 grasp their
whole personalipies.l That poems are used to lgy hold of seuniors,
to arouse them, t0 stir them to action is clearly brought out in
Btacy's book. Five of the twenty-eight poems suggest that the
guthor has the définite aim of ¢alling from middle adolescents a
new yielding of thelr lives to Christ and 2 renewed zeal for His
Kingdom. On the other hand, six of the poems have & calmer function,
four contributing to thé atmoéphere of worship, one making possible
| maditation, and one serving as prayer. This last is in striking
contrast to the nineteen poems of the International Jouwrnal programs
used &s prayers. For eight of the twenty-eight poems no function is

1. Cf, ante, D B6, 57
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apparent, which fact indicates a definite weskness in the ssrvices.



3¢ Athesrn, Laura Armstrong: Christian Worship for American Youth.
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a. Survey Analysis.

THEME OF SERVICE POBK ATTHOR LIKES
Remembering The Contri- "Where is the lbster Henry van DUyke iz
bution ¢f Beethoven, of Masic!
¥aster Musician "usic, they do thee Henry van Dyke 2
wz'ong" ’
"Music is a house® Robert Haven &
Schauffler
"Great Master, iouch Horatic Bonar B
ugh
Discovering Amerieca *Mhey went forth in 5
in Song the name®
Golurbus Joaguin Miller 24
"¥e thank thee Lord, Thomes Curtis Clark g
on this recurring
1
"0 God of nations® ¥yrtle XK. Cherrymen 4
A Christmas Oyele of
Worshipo
i. He That Is *Send Thou, ¢ Lord, Mrs. lry B. Gates 8
Coming to every plzce®
Ze Glory to God in “ingel harps our Albert D. Watson 8
The Highest souls inspire”
70 1ittle tomn, Clinton Se¢ollard 6
O 1little town®
"0t of the midnight John Erskine 13
sky" 4
"Shephords there were  Helen Wieand Cole iz
who in the field
by night®
Fe Following The Star %he Pllgrinm Bhip Katharine Lee Bates B
"1 came from Tigris! John Finley 20
sandy plain®
*Je would see Jesus, Je Bdgar Park 4
1¢! his star is
shining®
#is with gladness William C. Dix &
men of 0la"™
#lhristians, lo, the James A. Blaisdell &
star appeareth" :
¥¥ho besars his Jemes Ae. Blaisgdell 4
vrother's burden®
fig they offered gifts Willism C. Dix 6
most rare
"Star of the Bastl Xugene PField &

show us the way"
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matrong: Christian Worship for imerican Youth.

sis.

POLK

Vhere is the Haster
of Hasie®

Masic, they 4o thee
wrong™

Music is a house®

Great Master, touch
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They went forth in
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O God of nations®

Joaguin Miller
Thomas Curtis Clark
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Send Thou, O Lord,
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THEME OF SERVICE PORN AUTHOR LINES
4o Christmas Every- *Christmas once is Phillips Brooks 7
whare Christmas still®
"he erest and crown~  Hdwin kbrkham 16
ing of all good"!
* angels sweet and Phillips Brooks 8
splendid”
i
Palm Sunday "oraw nlgh to thy Jeremy Taylor 1z
Jerusalem, O Lopd"
bt
Zood Friday "Is it not strange the 6
darkest hour!
"Yhen Jesus came e Ae Studdert- 1z
to Golgotha® Hennedy
"Priendless and faint, IHdward Arlington 14
with martyred steps Robinson
and slow®
Kaster "D love triumphant Frederick Lawrence 8 ‘
over guilt and sin® Enowles
"
Appreciation for "Let me put love nmy Henry van Dyke 8 (
Weraying Hands® love without dis~-
gulisa® ‘
"Dear Lord and Father  John Greenleaf 4
of mankind® Whittier
Praying Hands Gertrude B. Walker 32
"Eriend Divine:- Charles Se. Hewhall 5
Then give our hands
a touch divine®
{
The Way of Forgive~ Good Lord, Forgive Me (. Moude Batterasby 8
ness "Though Fatherland be  Allen Lasitman Oross 32
vast and fair®
Self-lmstery *Tegch us 0 know thee Lucy Larcom 4
as thou arg?
I have to live with Hdgar Guest 12
mysel "
"Pemper my spirit, Jean Starr Untermsyer i
g Lord®
Yhe Guest of Joy #Let us with a glad~- John Milton 4
some mind?
"Open wide the windows (hristine Rossetti 5
; of our spirits”
4 he Singer 4Allen Gastman Cross 24
"Lord of hezalth, Thou  Percy Desrmer 5

life within us"




bl
| 8
-1 © al 'y
3 el 5
o| |8 5|13|g|E [E
al |® ol 8ol 2
& Blul nls|”8lele
bt B | © £ > @ || @ e 42 [
BlalakrER  |RIERIER
eI RiDlG ,g B4 |51
goﬁ&@%H 0 [25] e | OO it
POEHM AUTHOR LIEEs PLACE USE
‘Christmas once is Phillips Brooks 7 V] V]
Christmes still®
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ing of all good"
"0 angels sweet and Phillips Brooks 8 v v
splendld®
WDraw nigh to thy Jeremy Taylor 12 Vv V4
Jerusalem, § Lord?
"Is it not strange the 6 v Vv
darkest hour!
Yihen Jesus cazme Ge Ae Studdert- 12 V1 V4
to Golgotha" Kennedy
wPriendless and faint, Xdward Arlington i4 N4 VI
with martyred steps Robinson
and slow"
3 love triumphant Frederick Lawrence 8 Vv L/
over gullt and sin® Knowles
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"Dear Lord and Father  Jolm Greenleaf 4 v V/
of mankind?® Whittier
Preying Hands - Gertrude Be Walker 32 Vv v
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Then give our hands
a tonch divine®
Good Lord, Forgive e C. lsude Battersby 8 v V|
wPhough PFatherland be  Allen Bastman Cross 32 v Vv
vast and falr?
#Paach us t0 know thee Lucy Larcom 4 V4 \/
ag. thou arg”
#] have to live with  Hdgar Guest 12 V] V]
myself?
Wlemper my spirit, Jean Starr Untermeyer 7 v/ v
0 Lora”
#Lat us with a glad- John Milton 4 V| v
some mind®
"Open wide the windows (hristine Rossetti 5 Vv V]
of our spirits® '
The Singer 4llen Eastman Cross 24 v V4
#Lord of health, Thou Percy Dearmer 5 v4 /|
life within us®
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Hear us today"®

THEME OF SERVICE PORM AUPHOR LINES
The tuest of Goodness "0 Lord Jesus, glve Henry Alford is
us more charlity®
The Life of {hrist The Royal Fathway Thomas a Xempis 10
t0 the {Oross
0 Lord, and Master Joln Greenlsaf 4
¢f uws all® Wnittler
The Beauty of Holiness Holy Living David Starr ordon 30
Trivwphant Christian ##o0llow the Christ, Alfred Lord 3
Living the Klng, Live Tennyson
pure”
"White Captain of Robvert Freeman 8
my soul, lead on®
Friendship and Good~ "ot in wain the Tennyson 1z
will distance beckons,
forward, forward
let no range”
"the holy supper is James Russell Lowell 6
kept indeed"
In Such an Age Angels Horgan 31
- The Grest Physican "Thy work O God, Calvin We Laufer 8
needs many hands®
The Brotherhood of "0 Lord snd Master John Ge Whittier 4
Sacred Song of us &ll"
"hy kingdom come, Frederick L. Hosmer 8
0 Lora®
"o serve the present Charles Vesley 4
age ¥ \
#Jesus shall reign Iszac Watis 4
where'sr the sun®
"Fhere pross the Frank Mason FHorth 4
crowded ways of lifen
"hege things shall be, John Addington 8
- & loftier race® Symonds
"Grant us, O God, thy William Hiram Foulkes 4
deathless love"
The Word of Life ®3 God, unseen, yet 8
aver near”
“Father in hesven Charles G. Ames a8
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of ns all® Whittier
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forward, forward
let no range”
#the holy supper is James Russell Lowell 6 v %
kept indeed® .
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9 Lord®
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be Interpretation of the Survey of Christiah Worship for
Ameri Touths

Athearn's 1s a text~-book on adolescent worship for
both leaders and young people and differs, therefore, from the
.. book and mogazine reported above. However, Part I1I of this
text presents iwenty-sgiz model services, twenty-three of which use
poetry. These twenty-three services employ fifty-three poem or
parts of poems, toteling five hundred and fifi{yesix lines. 4
comparative study of the charts revesals at once that this is the
most extensive use of poetry apparent in any of the materials
investigateds It is at least a point of interest that Athearn makes
use of some poems written by persons of international reputation.
One notices, for instance, that John Milton, Christina Rossetii,
Thomas & Kempis, Charles Wesley, Isaac Watts, Temnyson, and others
ogour in the liste. In view of the discussion given above about the
appropriéteness of poems being placed in services in certain relation-
ships, little need be said about Athearn's programs except to point
out that, of the fifty~three poems used, twenty-four relate to
music, seven to responses, seven to the opening of services, five
to the close, four to talks, four to prayer, and two to the
Seriptures. With reference to the use of the fifty-three poems, it
is significant that twenty serve as prayers, eleven as meditations,
olght as challenges, five as foeal points for interest, and one for
the creation of atmosphere. It is not possible to determine the
value of elight of the poems placed as they are in the services,

and such poems are marked on the chart "indeterminateé", It is



noteworthy that only twenty-one pOems of all those used in the
five sources investigated serve as a means of meditation, yet
eleven of these are so used by Athearn. Apparently this author

feels that youth needs times of meditation and that poetry in

‘Worship services can help to meet this need.
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4., The New Hymnal for American Youth - H. Augustine Smith, Bditor.

as Survey Analysis.

THEME OF SEBVICE POBM AUTHCR Ligas
Mountains of Vision Ste Patricik's 16
Zreasiplate
The Temple of the “Lord, I do fear Edns 3t. Vincent 4
tut-of=Doors Thou hast made Millay
the world too
begutiful®
"Climbing the {Japanese literature) 3
mountain pathway"
Hast thou named all Ralph Waldo Emerson 3
the birds without a :
gun? ]
1411 cattle rest uwpon  (Kgyptian literature) 7
their herbage
"8s 9t11l, and Enow "We thank thee, Lord, John Oxenbam 31
That I am God® For all thy Golden
Silences®
Commemoration "Who was the man who Arthur Farwsll 21
made us®
#ind so they buried James T. Macksy 9
Lincoln®
"§ho goes there, in the Thomes Curtis Clark 8

- night"
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an Youth - He Augustine Smith, HEditor.

POEM

Ste Patrick's
Breasiplate

AUTHOR

"Lord, I do fear
Thou hast made
the world foo
beautiful®?
#Glimbing the
mountain pathway"
"Hast thou named all
the birds without a
gunth -
#2411 cattle rest upon
their herbage®

Edns 5t. Vingent
Milley

{ Japaness literature)

Ralph Waldo Emerson

(Bgyptian literature)

"We thank thee, Lord,
For all thy Golden
Silences™

John Uxerntham

"Who was the man who
made usY

#ind s¢ they buried
Lincoln®

"ho goes there, in the
night”

Arthur Parwell
James T. Mackay

Thomas Curtis Clark
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be Interpretation of the Survey of The Hew Hymmel for
American Youth.

As was indicated in the introduetion to this chapter,
the hymmal is an important source book of worship materials and one
on which meny Christien leaders strongly rely. The Hew Hymal for
Ameriocan Youth offers as suggestive materials ten programs of
worshipe Four of these ten employ poetry, nine poems in all being
. used, totaling one hundred and two lines. In keeping with what
other authors have done, the edltor hers relates five of the nine
poems to music, three to responses, and one to the Soriptures. It
is striking that seven of the nine are used as meditations, which
emphasis Smith shares with Athearn, one to challenge, and one to
cereate atmosphers. Although the editor presents so few services that
It moy not seem falr to judge the value he plaeces on poetry as a
worship material, he, nevertheless, has g section in the hymal
entitled "Devotional Poetry and Prose”. This section includes
sighty-nine poems, or parts of poems. Thus, it appears that, while
this particuler hymual does not show by example the mesnner in which

poetry mey be effectively used, it implies an extensive use.
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5. The Church School Hymal for Youth.
ae Survey anslysis.
THEME OF SERVICE POBM AUTHOR LINES

A Christmas Service The Indwelling God Frederlick Lucian 15
o Hosmer

t 2
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be Interpretation of the Survey o0f The Hew Church School
Hymmal for Youth.

This hymmal contains fifteen worship services, but

. only one uses poetry. The one poem has sixteen lines, is placed

in the serviee just following the Scripture passage, and is used

as a meditation. In spite of the fact that there is seemingly
scant use of poetry here, the editors of this hymnal have & part of
their book entitled "Beligious Poetry“e. This section presents
thirty~-three poems. It is evident, therefore, that the editors
believé poetry can be used extensively and helpfully in worship

services for young people.

C. General Summary.

This chapter has endeavored to set forth the results
of a survey of the present use of poetry in senior worship services.
Following an ezplanatian of the plan of procedure, charts have been
presented and thelr interpretation given. The most obvious conclusion
of this investigation is that poetrj is widely and helpfully used in
worship services for middle adolescents. Of the one hundred and
fifty~Lfive services investigated, eighty use poetry. It is
significant that approximately a third of the one hundred and twenty-
nine poems used in these eighty services are related to music and
serve as prayerse. The relationships and functions of the remaining
two-thirds which are listed on the charts, are rather evenly dise
trivuted. Another interesting finding, if not a particularly import-
ant one, is the little use that is made in the services investigated

of the poetry of the really great Christian poets. Judging the poems
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‘fcun& in these servieces in as unprejudiced a manner as pessible,
one cannot but feel that much of the poetry use& is of an inferior
literary guality. If seniors can worship by means of such poetry
as this, how much more meaningful might be thelr worship 1f poetry
of genuiﬁe literary merii{ were employed. 4 third‘general conclusion
wihich may be made on the basis of the present investigation is that
thosé authors who 4o employ verse in worship services use it in ways
thoroughly in harmony with the inherent nature of poetry and with
its possidle funetions as given in chapter three. Certain values,
howaver, discussed in that eariier chapter are not evident in the
charts presented above. The two notable omissions are the function
of poetry to administer heeling and its function $0 penetrate the
doubts of a séiantifid age. In none 0f the services surveyed are
these two values apparent, unless the various authors consider
the use of poetry as meditation as means of healing distraught
minds and effecting dpsired integration of personalify. Hot
one Of the one hundred and twanty—nine poems reported on the above
charts is used to dispsl the doubts and guestions which are often
present in the minds of adolescents. Loreover, it is striking that
Browning, the great Christian whose poetry preeminently barmonizes
science and religion, is not represented in the above charts. It is
evident, then, that the services surveyed reveal certaln weakﬁesses,
not so much in the amount of poetry used as in the selection of it
and in the method of using it. |

The purpose of the next chapter, therefore, will be

t0 offer recommendations regarding the helpful use of poetry in
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senior worship services and to present certain principles which the

recommendations imply.



CHAPTER V

RECOMMENDATIONS CCNCERNING THE USE OF POBTRY IN
SENIOR WORSHIP SERVICES



CHAPTER V
RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING THE USE OF PUETRY IN
SENIOR WORSHIP SERVICES
A+ Introduetion.

In view of the foregoing survey and on the basis of
the snalyses preceding it, one finds it necessary at this point to
make certain recommendations regarding the use of poetry in senior
worship. The purpose of this chapter, then, is to offer such
recomnendations and suggestions. This is not possible, however,
without evaluation of the findings resulting from the survey. More-
over, in the light of expressed opinions concerning the poetry
being used, brought out in the foregoing discussion, it is necessary
now to present certain principles or standards by which poetry
and its use may be Jjudged. The preéent chapter, therefore, will
make three recommendations: (1) regarding the emount of poetry to
be used in senior worship; {2) regarding the selection of poetry;
(3) regarding the mamner of its use. These will be discussed in
the order named in the sections that immediately follow. In
treating each of these recommendations there will be presented such
standards and principles as the suggestions imply.

B. Recommendation Regarding the PFrequency of Use of
Poetry in Senior Worship Services.

At the outset of the present investigation, it was

~104~
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thought likely that suggestions concerning a larger use of poetry
in senior worship would be the result of a survey analysis of the
actual, present~day use. However, the survey revealed that poetry
is already extensively used. In view of the fact that eighty of
the one hundred and fifty~-fivs services examined employed poetry,
it seems hérdly necessary to suggest that ssnior worship services
naedvmore poetry. Horeoever, one recalls that chapter two of the
present study, in presenting the values of group worshlyp, discussed
the various materials which might go into the building of a worship |
program. FPoetry was found 16 be an important material, but other
materials suggested were music, talks, stories, pictures, plays,
and such. Because the senior mast be interested in a worship service
if he is to participate whole-heartedly and because he desires
variety in all things, it appears unwise t0 declare that
poetry should have a place in every serviee of worship. Tracy
speaks to this pointywhen he declares:
wYouth is impatient of the uniﬁteresting, e ¢« « but though its
attention must be aroused through interest, yet its interest
can be angened thrcugh.a mach greatei variety of channels
then the interest 0f childhood . « "
Since the interest of seniors mgy be captured in a variety of ways,
all the worship materials at var%ous times should be employed in
that most sacred and most satisfying rhase of religious experiencs,
Yoommunion with the Féther.”z The survey reporied in the preceding
chapter indicates that poetry is being used; and, since a little

. L L] . L .

l. Tracy, Fredsrick: The Psychology of Adolescence, p. Z1(.
2e Cfe Ante, ps 27,
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over fifty percent of the services examined inecluded it, one can
say poetry ls belng sufficlently used. However, a study of the
poems .revealed certain wesknesses with reference to their selection,
two things being noted: (1) few of the great Christian poets are
represented in the services; (2) many of the poems are inferior as
literature. It is necessary, therefore, i0o make definite suggestions
concerning the cholee of the poems suitable for senlor worship and
t0 indicate principles regexrding this selection.

Cs Recommendation Regarding the Selection of Poetry

tc Be Used in Senior Worship. ,
As has just been indicated, two eonsideiations are

invelved in the selection of pceﬁny eppropriate for serviges
designed for middle adolescents. One of these has to do with the

authors and the other with the type of poetry used.

1. Suggestions Concerning Authors.

Dithridge in her tests of high school pupils, tests
given t0 determine their feelings about and response to poetry,
discovered that seniors "are on the way to good taste in poetry."l
These very seniors, however, come t¢ a church school and often are
led in worship by means of poetry which they can not fail to
recognize a8 far inferior to that with which they have become familiar
in schoole. ?urthérmore, authors whose works they have come to
aprrecliate and to enjoy they often discover are rarely quoted in

s & & & & &

1. Dithridege, Rachel L.: "Do High-3School Students Like lodern Poetry®H
in English Journal, Oetober 1934, p. 666.
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worship services. A4 study of the charts given in chapter four above
reveals ﬁhatksuah suthors as iWilton, Wordsworth, Browning,

Ge We Russell (A. E.), Christina Rossettl, iatthew Arnold, Heury
Vaughn, Henry ven Dyke, Hasefield, Whittier, LGWell, Bryent,

¥dns Ste. Vincent dillegy-and scores of 5thers who might be mentioned
and with whom young high school students are familiar - find little
plage in the lists presented in the foregoing analyses. ILveryone of
these writers, however, has produced poems which can be used
appropriately and halpfally in the wvrship of middle adolescentise.

It seems important, therefore, to suggest that leaders who plan
worship services for seniors, services in which postry ié to have a
place, select the works of authors who will compare favorably with
those studied in school. Hore significant than thé author, howsver,
is the type of poem included in a worship program; for, if the limes
be good in every sense of the word, the authorship is then not a
matter of greét consequence., But what should be considered with

reference t¢ the type of poem employed in senlor worship?

2. Suggestions Concerning Type of Poetry t0 Be Used in Senior Worship.
When one begins to think of the type of poetry that

should be included in adolescent worship, immediately he realizes

there are two standards by which a poem must be measured: (1) the

recognition of the adolescent's needs, and (2) of literary perfection.

a. Standard for Judging Poetry on the Basis of Adolescent Heeds.
However good & poem may be, however widely recognized

the author, it is valueless as a worship material unless it is in
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harmony with certain azdolescent characteristics and meets specific
adolescent needs. Chapter one of the present investigation, in
treating the religious experience of the middle adolescent, made
clear a number of the senior's most striking charascteristics and
needs. An over-flowing emotional energy, a vigorous and virile
physical life, an expanding mentality, amd a ﬁeepening spiritual
experiancel are senlor traits which leaders should consider in
selecting poetry for use in ftheir worship. ZEmphasis must be placed
upon the necessity for poetry to measure up to the adolescent's
intellectual capscity, and it is in this ;espect that g nurber of
poems reported in the survey analysis appear to fall. On the other
hénd, care should be taken that poems chosen are not beyond the
nﬂntal‘graSP of middle adolescents, for high school students who
express & dislike for poetry ususlly give as a chief reason their
own inability to understand it. It is clear, therefore, that a poenm
which is to have value in the senior's worship experience must be
graded t0 his characteristies and capscities.

Horeover, as was suggested above, poetry should meet
adolescent needs. The dominant need of the senior and the one which
in a sense comprehends all others is that expressed ﬁy the term
"personality integration'. Chapter two above revealed that one of
the chief functions of worship is its power to harmonize the oft-
times chaotic forces within the middle adolescent and so to give

" immer polse and peaae.g Furthermore, a value of poetry discussed
* & ¢ & o ==

1. Cfs Ante, p. 10,
2. Cfe Ante, p. 47,
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in chapter three was found to be its ability to deliver one from
the bondage of self, to enable one to see life in the large, to
reintegrate a person within himself and with his world.t Poetry
does exist that can effect a unity of life for the senior and can
help him to see life "whole". Farts of bBrowning's "Rabbi Ben Ezra",
lines from Edna St. Vincent Millay's "Renascence!, stanzas from
Shelley's "Adonais”, Whittier's "Dear Lord and Father of Mankind"
are a few examples of poems which are able to meet the nseds of the
adolescent indicated above.

Furthermore, high school ycmng people need the
opportunity of expressing the high idealism and lofty altruism which
are striking characteristies of this age. 485 was shown in chapter
three, poetry cen release the creative power in youth, can show every
moment t¢ be filled with crsative possibility, can stlr an adolescent
to action, and can enable him to realize his creative dream.?
Worship, likewise, as was suggested in chapter two, may be the means
of enlisting young lives in the enterprize of building the Kingdom
of God on earth.® Lines from Tennysons' "Idylls of the King" and
from his "Ulysses", Bdward Rowland 5ill's 5‘0pportunity", parts of
Holﬁes' "Phe Chambered Hautilus®, Maltbie D. Babeock's "Be Strong",
and Frances R. Haﬁrgal's "Lord, Speak to e, That I May Speak"
are excellent examples of poems that challenge seniors to coursgeous

Christian living in the present age and reveal %0 them the possibvility

* ® [ 4 L * L]

1. Cf. Ante, pps 73, The
2¢ Gfe Ante, Poe 12, 73,
3e CFfs Ante s Da 49,
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of expressing their noblest ambitions. In addition to this,

poetry which is to have & place in senior worship must be sincere,
for above everything the youth of the middle teens hates hypocrisy.l
It is not difficult to find poetry that meets this requirement, for,
as Amy Lowell says, "The true test of poetry 1s sincerity . . M2
iorgover, the seniorfs sethetic development makes beantiful poetry
especially valuable as a worship material.

In the light of the foregoing discussion, it is
apparent that one recommendation regarding the use of poetry in
senior wo:ship services ooncerns its selection in barmony with
adolescent characteristics, capacities, interests, and needs. A
poem, however, might measure up t0 this standard and still be an
unsuited cholee; for obviously it must be, first of all, good

literature. What constitutes a falr method of evaluating a poem

as literature will now be presented.

be Standard for Judging Poetry on the Basis of Literary lerit.
A poem which is worthy of a place in a senior worship

service not only must meet certain adolescent needs, as has jJjust
been suggested, but also must meet definite iiterary requirements.
Cne does not mean to imply that only such poeiry as the world calls
"ereat" should be considered usable as a worship material, but one
does mean it should be considered "good poetry. Although there is
very’diverse opinion even among poets as to what constitutes a good

- L * . L d L 4

1. Cfe 4nte, pe 61l
2. See Ante, pp. 59, 60.
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poem and although there is likely even greater difference of
opinion among adult leaders concerning poetry that is good for wor-
ship, there are, nevertheless, a few generally accepted characteristics.
Chapter three sbove, in treating the nature of poetyry,
presented five essential elements of poetry, namely, emotion,
imagination, rhythm, truth, and beauty.l‘ Fundamentally, then, a
poem t0 e used in worship should have these tralts; but 1t should
have more. Indeed, it may almost be sald that the first :equirement
of poetry for worship is that it carry a message. Sidney Lanier
declares: "Pirst and foremost: look upon rhyme as merely the good
garment of reason, and bewaﬁe leaving the coat with no bedy in it.“z
Furthermore, Watts~Dunton in The Encgyclopedis Britennica states:
"he 'message? of poetry must be more uneguivocal, more thoroughly

3

accentuated, ﬁhan that of any of the other fins artis.” If the

message 1s the sincere expression of the poet's heart,4 if it is
expressed in concrete terms,5 it can be of great value in worship;
for, “growing people are constantly in need of more language and
imagery whereby 10 exprsss their thoughts."s This statement of
Verkuyl suggests that a‘poem to be helpful in the worship experience
must have, in addition to the five essentials given above and in

LR ) . * L) ]

l. Gf. Anta, Pe 66,

2. Lenier, Sidney: The Seience of Inglish Verse, p. 296.

3. Watts-Dunton, Walter Theodors: "Poetry", The Encyclopedia
Britennieca, Vol. XXI, p. 879.

4, Cfes Ante, 1P 59 60.

5. Of. Benson, Louls Pe: The Hymmody of the Christian Church,
Lecture III, pe 118,

6. Yerkuyl, Gerrit: Adolescent Worship, p. 185.
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addition to worthwhile subject matter or a real message, good style.
Gates says, "The words should be beautiful, lyrieal, and literary,
and the imagery suggested should be wholesome and Christian.ml
loreover, if a poem is to be of worth to middle adolescents, its
style must be clear and its message and langusge intelligible to
them.

Hore important, however, than the considerations
presented above is the matter of a poem's religious and spiritual
merit. A poem msy be good literature, may meet certain adolescent
needs, may help the senior to build up ethical stardards and establish
& philosophy of life; yet, lacking the essence of spiritusl truth,
it can not be considered particulgrly valuable as & worship material.
Since senior worship involves a relationship between the adolescent
end God, it is necessary that poetry to ve of help in the experience
rmist present lofty concepts of God, noble concepts of Christ,
and worthy concepts of the individual and bumanity; for, Wif
spiritual insight, ethical vitality and emotional power be lacking,
the loveliest of lyrics is not fitted for purposes of worship."z

If, however, such poetry as meets adolescent needs,
literary standards, and requirements of teachers of religion is
chosen, it mesy yet be of little benefit in a worship service.
Obviously, it is possible for even & good poem 0 be so used as to

be meaningless. How then should postry be used in senior worship?

- L * - L L 4

l. Gates, Sherwood: Youth at Worship, Christian CQuest limterials, p.léd.
2. Weigle, L. 4. and Tweedy, H. He: Training the Devotional Life, D36
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D. Recommendation Regarding the lanner of
Using Poetry in Senior Worship Servieces,

Possible}uses and values of poetry in adolescent worship
have been set forth in chapter three of the present study. The
sarvey analysis reported in chapter four reveals that poetry is
being used in a great variety of weys and, for the most part, wisely
and beneficially used. Chapter three suggests general functionsg
chapter four, by moans of charts points out specific functions. One
observes, for example, that & poem msy be a eall to worship, and
80 may open a service; or it mey take the place of a benediction and
close & service. It may be the means of prayer and, as such, may
serve as adoration, thanksgiving, confession, petition and inter-
dession. "Prgyer" by Trench, lines from "The Passing of Arthur" by
Tennyson, parts of Brownings "Saul® and "Pippa Passes", the match-
less closing ch@ptefs of Job, and the supert lyrics of the Psalus
are suggestions of the type of poetry that can be used effectively
in preparing seniors for pragyer oOr in leading them in prayer. It
is significant that about & third of the poems reported in the
survey charts are so used.

loreover, a poem may be used as the e¢limax of a talk
or as the climax of the entire service. A4 poem mgy be, indeed, the
focal point of the whole program. Furthermore, it may create a
worshipful atmosphere, may arouse a real interest in the« music of a
service, may be the means of dedicating the offering, and may
prepare for the Scripture reading or may even be the Soripture

reading. All these uses of poetry have been discovered in the
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services examined.

Hevertheless, two functions of poetry, lts power to
héal and to venetrate the doubts of a scientific ageldiscussed
previously in the present study, apparently are not being recognized.
'Whether the persons whp prepared the various services examined
were not aware of thess funetionskor whether they could not find
poems illustrative of these two powers, cannot be determined. BSuch
poems do exlst, however, and should be employed in services of wor-
ship as & means of meeting doubts and questions that often arise in
the minds of high school pupils and as a means of calming‘and heal -
ing the distressed mind of & 'maladjusted youth. Poems capable of
doing this latter are:; "Whittler's "Desr Lord and Father of Menkind®,
parts of Wordsworth's "Lines Written a Few Miles Above Tintern
Avbey", Edwin Markham's "A Prayer", and lines from Iatthew Arnold's
"Self-Dependence’. Illustrative of poetry's power to dissipate
doubts are such poems zs the following: 1lines from Browing's
"Easter Day", his "Paracelsus", his "The Ring and the Book"; parts
of Pennyson's "The Higher Pantheism®”, and his "Flower In the
Urannied Wall?; Thomas Edward Brown's "My Garden'; and Bryant's
"o a Waterfowl". Clearly, no attempt has been mede to list all the
poems which may serve helpfully in worship services for middle
adolescents nor unecessarily to suggzest the hest poem for a given
function. Hather has one sndeavored to show Ty a few examplas
that poetry can be used in a variety of ways in senior worship.

L] * L) > . .

1. Gf. Ante, pps 69, 70.



=115~

The principal recommendation regarding the manner of
using poetry, therefore, is that it be used In many ways, that it
be employed not pre&ominantly a5 preyer but that it be allowed to
perform all the various functions of which i1t is capable. Moreover,
when one recalls the mumber of poems used in the services investigated
in a manner which counld nﬁt ve determined, one ccgsiders it necessary
0 sﬁggest further that no poem be employed in a senior worship
service unless there is in the mind of the leader a definite
reason for its inclusion. When poetry is chosen with a purpose and
function and is used effectively, it can be one of the most valuable

of all worship materisls.

Bo Sumnary.

In the light of the findings of chapter four and on
the basls of the whole previous investigation, this chapter has
presented certain recommendations. It has suggested first of all
that poetry be used in senior worship servicees, not uecessarily more
extensively than at present but that its present use be continued,
Second, it has been pointed out that poetry must be chosen on the
basis of adolescent needs, the merit of the author, and the value
of the verse as a literary piece. A third recommendation is that
poetry be placed with an alm or purpose inra worship program and
that in various services it be used to perform all the many

functions of which 1t is capable.



GENERAL SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION



GENERAL SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

The purpose of the presemt study; as stated in the
introduction, has been to investigate ths use of poetry in worship
gervices plammed for middle adolescents. At the ouiset of the
study, the investigator discovered that before the actual use of
poetry could be intelligently investigated it was negessary (1)
to study the religious experience of middle adolsscents; (2) to
investigate senior group worship, its nature and its function; and
(3) to analyze the nature of poetry and to evaluate its effective-
ness in tﬁe worship experience.

Chapter one, thersfore, presented the.resﬁits,of the
study of the religious experience of middles adolescenis. The
first phase of the experience considered was conversion, which was
found to be of three {ypes: one, a process of growth; 2 segond, a
sudden or cataclysmic experience; a third, a matter of decision oy
shifting of loyalty. ©The ecauses of conversion, spart from the
supernatural factors which might be present in the experience,
were dlscovered to be physialogieai and psychological. Norsover,
it was pointed out that the age when most converslions cccur is
sixteen and that, strikingly enough, this is the age significant
for the beginning of intellectual doubts. There followed then a

study of these doubis. It was revealed that the objects most

~117=
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frequently doubted are: the validity of the Scriptures, the diety

of Christ, some of fthe attributes of God, His existence, and im-
mortality. The developing physieal, mental, emntional; and volition~
al 1ife of the senior, and the dogmatic isaching received in child-
hood were presented as the chief causes of doubts in high school
youths. Furthermore, it was indicated that doubts, if met frankly,
mey strengthen the adolesgent's faith and may lead him not %o

agcept but actual}ly to lay hold of the fundamentals of the faith.

Procesding then from the consideration of these two
phaeses of religious experisnce, conversion and doubts, chapter one
introduced a third phase, worship. This was desigmatsd as a climax
in religlious exzperience because it is not confined to the adolescent
period and because it 1nvolv;ae‘s the senlor's relationship with God the
Fgather. The five fundamental attitudes -~ reverence, gratitude, good-
will, faith, and loyalty -~ were found to be particularly strong
in the adcleséent and thus to form the basis for his worship ex~
perience. In treating each of these three phases of religious ex~
perience, the investigator suggested that poeiry was of value and
indicated that its pertinence to the problem would be presented in
detail later in the investigation.

Since this investigation of worship was from the siand-
point of its nature, chapter two gave a treatment of the function of
group worship in the lives of seniors. This involved a study of
possible worship situations and made clear that a =vital and con-
struetive experience between the senior and God is possible only when

a service definitely provides for contemplation, revelation,
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commmunion, and fruition, when it has reality and both a religious
and Christian character, and when, because of its plamning, it has
unity, climax, dignity, beauty, intelligibility, and conciseness.

Purthermore, it was rovealed that many materials
are available with which to build = worship program., Four materials,
important for the present study, were discussed; and the espscial
significance of poetry was suggested. Following ﬁhis, the principal
values of group worship for the senlior were presented and were shown
to be: (1) the experience of repeated fellowship with the Father,
and {2) the making of Christian character in His image. Specific
examples 0f the second were found to be the releasing of personality
from the domination of sslf or of others, the liberating of ereative
instinets, the giving of a sense of mission, and the integrating in
an adeguate way o0f the senior's entire personality.

Having'indieate& a number of worship materials which
might be used with profit and effectiveness in senior programs, the
investigator in chapter three gave a detalled treatment of poetry
and its function in religious experience. }The study included
investigation into the nature of poeitry and revealed that the
essentials elements are emotion, imsgination, truth, beauty, and
rhythm.  HEaeh of these elements was found to be related to the
" adolescent's nature and, by implication, to the nature of worship.
Moreover, ithe chapter set forih the chief functions of posiry in
the worship experlencs, It was pointe& out that poetry may open
the senlor's eyes t0 the revelation of God in nature, that it may

broaden the adoleseent's horizon and give him the desired perspective,
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1

that 1t may give quistness to a disturbed mind, that it may answer
-adequately the questions and doubts of teen-age youth living in a
seientific age, that it msy lead high school youth to deep ex~
periences. in prayer, and that it may release the creative foreces
in an adolescent's personality. In short, the appropriatensss and
the value of poeﬁry in religious experience was clearly established.
} | In the light of the theoretical use of poetry given
above, chapter four reported the practical pressni-day uée of
poetry as determined by a survey of :apresentative seniér worship
materials. These souress included one hundred and fifty-five
serviges, eighty of vwhich used poetry. The one hundred and twenty-
nine poems found in the services were placed in relationship to

the opening of the service, the close of the service, music, talks,
litaniés, and responss, prayer, and the Seriptures. Morsover,

the use was discovered to be prayer, meditation, gainling interest
and gttention, challenging, and creating atmosphere. The relation-
ship and the function of certain poams could not be determined.

As & result of the survey analysié and in the light
of all the previous investigation, chapter five p:esented certain
recommendations regarding the use of poetry in senior worship
services, These recommendations, with which the present study
concluded, are:

(1} Poetry should be used extensively in worship

services for middle adolescents. "The present use seems 40 be
extensive enough and should be continued.

{2) Poetry should be wisely selected as regards
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suthor snd type, the latter involving consideration both of
adolescent needs snd literary standards.
(3) Poetry should be used with a definite purposs
in the mind of the leader saud in a varisty of wayse
When poetry is thus selected and so used, it is of inestimsble valus

in the worship experience of middle adolsscentis.
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