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~BE USE OF PomRY IN WORSHIP SERVICES 
Ft;Jl. ~HHI MIDDLE ADOLESOElil!. 

A. Statement of the Problem. 

~he problem of this stu~ is to investigate the use 

ot poetr.1 in worship services tor the middle adolescent.l Obviously 

this investigation implies a snrveJ of poetr,v now being employed 

in worship services for middle adolescents and an analysis and 

evaluation of its use. It is at once a;pparent that the value of 

poetry in a worship service cannot be determined without an under-

standing of the worship e~rience. ~hus a subsidiary problem 

emerges, namely, an in~ir,y into the nature and function of worship 

in the religious experience of middle adolescents. What, p~cholo-

gically, constitutes the religious e:x;perienoe of the middle adolescent 

is another problem Which, at this point, is seen. The present 

investigation, therefore, is three fold. It seeks: (1} to discover 

what is involved in the religious experience of' the middle adolescent; 

{2) to ascertain the nature and function of' \vorship; and (3) to 

determine what place poetr.1 has, and may have, in the worship ex,.. 

perience. 

B. Importan.ce of t.te Problem. 

Brightman declares that "the life of religion depends 

• • • • •• 

1. By "middle adolescent" is rmant a you:ng :person between the ages 
of fifteen to seventeen inclusive. 

-2-



-3-

upon the worth ot worship."l Particularly for the senior does the 

lite of his religion depend on the realiiW of his worship. Because 

of this tact, Verkuyl states that the first aim of the Christian 

leader, as he seeks to bring young people into daily fellowship 

w1 th God, is to help them worship ar1ght.2 Binford points out that 

worship like everything else is learned by practice, through ex-

perience, and adds that "a service that does not train adolescents 

in worship trains adolescents not to worship.u3 SUch statements 

as these indicate that one of the foremost concerns of religious 

educators todq is the matter of the worship service for the adoles-

cent. This interest in worship is fUrther demonstrated by the fact 

that practically every ~pe ot religious meeting in Which seniors 

participate (S\mdau School, young people's meetings, clubs, and 

the like) begins with a worship service. 

MOreover, the value attached te the worship experience 

and the care given to the planning of a program are suggested by 

the variety of materials now being used. SuCh materials incl·ude 

drama, pictures, stories, and poetr.y, in addition to the long used 

music, pr33er, and the Scriptures. The inclusion of poetry in wor-

ship services for seniors is not surprising when consideration is 

given to Bod~'s statement that "poetry is the natural language of 

religion, u4 and to Caroline !iiles Hill's oonment that ttpoetry is 

•••••• 

1. Brightman, Edgar Sheffield: Religious Values, P• 185. 
2. Of. Ver~l, Gerrit: Adolescent Worship, P• 11. 
3. 0£. Binford, Anna Branch: Worship in the Young People's Division 

of the Church, P• 5. 
4. Boddy, William H.: "Poetry and Religiontt, International Journal 

of Religious Education, ~ 1931, PP• 14, 15. 
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t,~e na.tu.ra.l language of youth, freedom. joyousness, and love of 

beauty."l Furthermore, one is reminded of the tendency of man 

through the ages to e~ress in paeansof lyric praise those feelings 

whiCh arise from the depths of his nature. Especially is this true 

when those feelings spring from man's awareness of' fellowship w1 th 

the God of the Universe• as is indicated by the glorious lyrics of 

the Psalms, the rapturous melaq of the "Gloria in Excelsis,n2 

or the oha.ste beauty of the ttlfag:n1ficat".3 It appears that leaders 

are now recognizing the natural aff'ini ty of poetry and. religion 

and are sensing the tremendous importance of emphasising the feeling 

element, as well as the intellec~al, in the worship experiencesot 

the middle adolescent.4 

The significance of the present investigation is 

seen, therefore, in its purpose to analy~e the sacred relationship 

of an individual to God at the period in the ~i:fe of that individual 

when his 'Whole beillg is alert, alive, and avid for every experience 

with reali V• Further, the i.."!!porta.noe ot the present study lies in 

poetry itself, in its nature and in its appeal to seniors. .A pre-

liminary surve,y reveals that this material chosen for special 

examination, while generally used in worship, is little discussed 

by mthori ties writing on adolescent worship. The import of the 

present research, then, rests in 1 ts attempt to open for study the 

•••••• 

1. Hill, Caroline Miles: The World's Great Religious Poetry, p. xiii. 
2. M.-_ Luke 2:14. 
3. Cf. Luke 1:46-55. 
4. Of. Shaver, Erwin L: How to Tea4h Seniors, P• 83. 



-5-

field of poe tr.v as it relates to the religious e:xp eri enoe Of' the 

middle adolescent, who readily worships with the help of verse. 

0. The l?lan of The Present Stuc\v-. 
and The Method of Procedure. 

The threefold natve of the present study has been 

stated above. Ob.a.pter one will present as a foundational stu.<W an 

a.na.lysis of the religious experience of the middle adolescent. 

After an introduction dealing with the development of religion in 

the growing person, three phases of religious experience will be 

treated:. conversion, doubts, and worship. Since the approach to 

the subject will be ps,ychologioal, the natare of worship will be 

dealt with in this chapter. This implies and so necessitates a 

definition and an analysis of the worship experience in the light 

of the. psyoholog;,y of the middle adele seen t. 

Chapter two will be concerned w1 th the fu.nc t ional 

side of worship. This discussion will center about the dual value 

of the worship experience, that is, its intrinsic and its extrinsic 

benefits. 

Oha.pter three will proceed with an anal.ys is of the 

nature of poetry and an investigation· of its function in religious 

experience. Such analysis and investigation, tOgether with a 

discussion of the senior •s feeli:ags about poetry, will lead to cer-

tain conclusions respecting its appropriateness in adolescent 

worship. 

The results of a surve-a of poetry now being used in 

worship services will be given in chapter four. Senior worship 
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services in the International Journal of Religious EducatiOl'l will 

be surve.7ed, along with the services in representative b1mnals for 

youth and 1n ·senior .. worship books. This survey should reveal the 

extent of the use of poetry, the types of poems that are being 

used, and the nature of their use. Obviously the method of use, 

that is, the functiOl'l of poetry in worship, is the thing with which 

the investigator here is moot concerned. 

In the light of the proposed survey and 01'1 the basis 

of the a.na~sis of the nature of poetey, of the middle adolescent, 

and of worship, chapter five will set forth certain recommendatiOl'ls 

and- suggestions for the larger· use of poetry in :;outh. worship. 

Specific w~s by which poetry may be used extensively and helpfully 

in worship will be presented. Qn. the basis of the findings reparted 

in chapter four, chapter five will set forth briefly principles to 

guide ane. in the Choice of poems to be used 1D senior worship. 

Finally, there will be presented the general conclusions 

of the present study along w1 th an organization of 1 ts significant 

findings. 



OlU.Pflm OD 
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OH.Al?TEl\ OD 

!eHE RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE OF THE MIDDLE ADOliESOEW.r 

A. Introduction. 

fhe most significant tim:; of life from the standpoint 

Of religious development, a.s well as from every other point of 

view, is, according to Starbuck, the periOd of a.dolescence.l Em-

phasis must be placed on the Words "tim:; of life"; for, s~s Tracy, 

adolescence if viewed rightly is "not a life bY itself but a stage 

in the total lite.•t2 Furthermore, it has no eha.raoteristio nwhose 

germ Dl.lq not be found in childhoOd, and whose consequences Dl.lq not 

be traced 1n ma tu.ri ty am old age • n3 It is thh age which Offers to .. 
the psychologist a rich and engagi:ng field of stu~ because this 

is the age Of the most interesting religious phenomena. Strikingly 

enough these phenomena are most evident in the middle teens. One 

who attempts, therefore, to stu~ the religious experience of the 

middle adolescent finds himself face to face with the most Challeng-

1ng three years of life, from the standpoint of religion. 

:Before a. discussion of the phenomena which characterize 

the religious e~erience Of the senior is begun, it is necessary to 

• • • • • • 

1. Of. StarbuCk, Edwin Dille~: The Psychology of Religion, P• 195. 
2. TraG,¥, Frederick: The Psychology of Adolescence, P• 5. 
3. Ibid., P• 5. 
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state what is meant by "religious eJq>erience"• Hickman points out 

that the term "religionn 1& sometimes used tc denote a system of 

beliefs and sometimes to indicate a special kind of reaction to 

1 certain stimnli. He ful"ther shows that religion is a matter of 

intellect, emotion, will, and social attitude.2 Edward speaks of 

religious experience as nan e~erience of God and of our relation­

ship with him."3 wuu.am James explains that J'eligion is 

"the feelings, acts, and experiences of individual men in 
their soli tude, as far as they apprehend themselves to stand 
in relation tc whatever they I'tJf:J8' consider the divine. u4 

Without multiplying definitions, which it is possible to do almost 

without end, one is willing to acoept as the basis for the present 

stuccy- Tracy•s statement that religion 

•twha tever it 'C!J1J'3' involve in 1 ts details, has tc do in its 
imnost essence with the relation between man and his Maker, 
or, more exactly with man's attitude towar4s whatever he be­
lieves to be the S'\'i)J,"eme reality in the universe. tt5 

Rellgious experience fol' the senior, therefore, is a 

matter of relationship between him and his Jlfalter. If this relation 

is of peculiar significance, that is not to SaJ that it originates 

in middle adolescence OJ' is confined, in a:ny sense, tc the senior 

age. On the contrary, it is apparent that the senior but experiences 

the emergence of a religious life that had its germ in childhood 

and infancy. 

• • • • • • 

1. Of. Hickman, Frank s.: Introduction to the Psychology of 
Religion, P• 49. 

2. Ibid., PP• 49-67. 
3. Edward, ltenneth: Religious Experience: Its Nature and Truth, p. 18. 
4. James, William: Varieties of Religious Experience, P• 31. 
5. Tracy, ~· cit., P• 183. 
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B. The Development of Religion in the Senior. 

1/loxeey in treating the religious life of the ·middle 

adolescent explains that a. religious ninstinct", like the sex in­

stinct, was supposed formerly to begin to function in adolescenae. 1 

She a.dds, however, that psychologists now agree there is no such 

thing as a "religious instinct."2 It is nevertheless true tha.t 

because of the senior's enlarged capa.ci w to think, to feel, to 

will, to do - indeed, because of the striking connection among 

all his psychic powe:rs3- his religious life freqa.en tly takes on a 

great new richness and :fulness. This Pratt has in mind when he 

speaks of adolescence as the "flowering times for religion.tt4 

Religious expression in the middle teens .1t different from that of' 

earlier years. The intense interest 1n personal!~, the strong 

sense of loyal~, the de~ yearning f'Or a oenter about which one's 

personal! ty may be organized, the embera.nt physical, mental, and 

emotional energy, i - all these call from the senior an enthusiastic 

response to Christ's invitation, "Follow me." It is not surprising 

then that the period of middle adolescence is the outstanding time , 

tor conversion. On the other hand, the quickening of' all his mental 

powers makes the senior rea4y to question, and thus one discovers 

that middle adolescence is the age f'or the beginning of intellectual 

doubts. Serving as a great steadying force, however, is the experience 

• • • • • • 

1. Of' • .Moxe8,7, :vary E.: The Psycholo€:{ of Middle Adolescence, P• 171. 
2. C:t. Ibid., P• 171. 
3. o:r. Tracy, op. cit., P• 6. 
4. Pratt, James Bissett: The Religious Consciousness, P• 108. 
5. Of. Koxoey, op. cit., PP• 173 - 191. 
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of worship, which is of particular i~ort for the middle adolescent 

because of his deepening intellectual and emotional powers and his 

increasing aesthetic appreciation.l 

Conversion, doubts, and worship, therefore, constitute 

the religious e:x;perience of the middle adolescent. These will be 

discussed in the order named, but it should ·be understood that no 

attempt will be made here to treat ~ one of the three exhaustively. 

Each is a vast field about which scores of authorities have written. 

It is the purpose of the present stuq to investigate only some of 

the most salient :features of each of these phenomena.. 

o. An Analysis of Conversion in Religious Experience. 

1. Definition of Conversion. 

Approaching "the most strikimg adolescent religious 

phenomenon",2 conversion, one is almost overwhelmed by the volume of 

the material that has been written on the subject. Moreover, one 

is som;,what baffled by the great variety of attitudes and opinions 

concerning this phenomenon, there being apparently as ~ different 

defini tians for the word "conversion•• as there are persons who 

attempt to define it. G. Stanley Hall aqs, 

"In its most fundamental sense, conversion is a natural, 
normal, universal, and necessary process at the stage when life 
pivots over from an autocentric to an heterocentrio basis.n3 

Pratt points out that the whole moral and religious process of 

• • • • • • 

1. C:f. Kupley, Oskar: The Religious Development of Adolescents, PP• 83-96. 
2. Pratt, op. cit., P• 122. 
3. Hall, G. Sta.nl~: Adolescence, Vol. II, P• 301. 



adolescence may be called conversion.1 It is interesting tbat both 

Hall and Pratt use the word ttprocess", thus suggest1Dg one o:t the 

chief types o:t conversion. Hickman, suggesting another ~e, 

asserts that conversion is "a pronounced :mental revolution through 

which a life consciously irrel!gious becomes consciously religious 

in its aims and loyalty.«2 One questions Hickman's emphasis on 

the intellectual aspect o:t the experience to the apparent exclusion 

o:t the emotional and volitional aspects. Starbuck, on the other 

hand, stresses the volitional phase of the eJq>erienee when he s3;3s 

conversion is the "surrender ,o:t personal will to be pided by tbe 

larger forces o:t which it is a. part •• ,3 Elsewhere he speaks o:t it 

as an "unselfing"f as "az;t awakening into larger life",5 as ttsuddenly 

forsaking the lower for the higher self. n6 Whatever else conversion 

~mq mean, and apparently it J1Jf18 •an various things to various in-

dividuals, :tor the senior it mast involve the integration o:t per­

sonality about a central object of loyalty (the object for Christians 

being Jesus Christ) and the unification of the individual not only 

w1 thin himself but also with his social environment. 

2. The Age of Conversion. 

As has been suggested already, conversion seems to 

be an adolescent phenomenon; that is not to s3:3 that 1 t may not, and 

•••••• 

1. Of. Pratt, op. cit., P• 122. 
2. HiCkman, op. cit., P• 215. 
3. Starbuck, op. cit., P• 146. 
4. Ibid., P• 145. 
5. Ibid., P• 147. 
6. Ibid., P• 156. 
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indeed 4oes not, occur at 81J.'Y tins of life. Neve~theless, practically 

all writers agree that it belongs to the period of middle adolescence. 

StarbuCk in his ver,v thorough stud1 discovered that for females 

the peak of conversion occurs at sixteen with smaller peaks occurring 

at thirteen and eighteen; :tor males the peak is sixteen, with smalleJ' 

peaks at twelve and at eighteen or n1neteen.1 Moxa~ discusses 

conversion as the outstanding religious experience of the middle teens.2 

Ames also mentions the three ages for both males and fe:males and 

gives sixteen as the peak. 3 It appears, thereto re, that while 

writeJ's m81 not agree as to the nature of the conversion crisis 

the7 do agree that 1 t is more likely to occur during middle adolescence 

than during arr:1 other periOd in life, sixteen being the high point 

for both'males and females. 

• 
3. Causes of Conversion. · 

Since it is agreed that conversion belongs preeminent-

ly to middle adolescence, the investigator immediately questions 

wl\1 this should be true. Practically all stu.dents of this age have 

discovered tllat the explanation emerges when the adolescent is con-

sidered physiologically and p~chologically. 

a. Pl\Ysiological Causes of Conversion. 

G. Stanley Hall· in his monumental work on adolescence 

explains tbat it is "no accidental synchronism o:r llll.related events 

• • • • • • 

1. Of. StarbuCk, op. cit., P.P• 26 - 34. 
2. Of. Moxcey, op. cit., P.P• 182- 186. 
3. Ct • .Ames, Edward Scribner: The .Psychology of Religious Experience, 

PP• 264 - 265. 
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that the age of religion and that of sexual ma.turi tar coincide,"1 and 

he goes on to a.dd that the gaepel "makes sex love at the best the 

~e and symbol of love Of God and man."2 Starbuck corroborates 

Hall's opinion by sauing that "the phenomena of the religious life 

are to a large extent based on the .sexual lite. rt3 Starbuck quotes 

Havelock Ellis as saying that the religious instinct is dependent 

on accession to puberty, rapid p.twsical development, and trans­

formation in mental life. 4 When consideration is g1 ven to the. rapid 

pcysical growth that comes· with puberty, to the consequent insta.-

bility in the nerv~ qstem, to "the storm and stress" felt in tl1e 

.whole inner life, to the expanding mental life, to the deepening of 

the emotional life, to the ferment o£ new life, JOH', enthusiasm, 

distress, despondency, and despair, - indeed, when all these 

aspects of the pbysiaal development of the•adolescent are taken into 

account, 1 t is at once evident that the adolescent is prepared 

perfectly :tor the experience called conversion. ~eover, Star-

buck shows that in adolescence the higher intellectual centers in 

the brain begin to :function so that instead of a self of sense 

there is a. world of ideas and spiritual perceptions with which u!" 

and the personality are identified.5 This, he s~s, underlies 

conversion. !.!!racy speaks Of the p)Wsical, intellectual, emotional, 

and volitional development of the adolescent as occasioning a. great 

• • • • • • 

1. Hall, op. oi t., P• 292. 
2. Ib,id., P• 293. 
3. Starbuck, op. cit., P• 205. 
4. Cf. Ibid., P• 207 
5. Of. Ibid., P• 254. 
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inner restlessness Which tn many cases eventuates in eonversion.l 

b. Psychological C~ses of Conversion. 

Not only does the physical development of the adoles-

cent predispose him for conversion but also certain psychological 

factors make possible the experience. HiCkman e~hasizes the new 

sense of selfhood that comes in early adolescence, by which author-

! tv shifts from w1 thout to wi thtn.2 With the ol4 external author! ty 

east overboard, youth feels the need for that unification of 

personal! ty- about some supreme object, which unification comes 

with conversion. It is almost paradoxical that at the same time 

there is a new sense of self'hood there is a new social sensitive­

ness, a feeling of "cOl'.!lnon conseiousness."3 This sensitivity to. 

social approval stirs the adolescent to emulate a person greatly 

admired, and for this reason Jesus makeS &•strong appeal.4 Further-

more, Pratt states that psychologists attach great significance to 

the adolescent's "vague sense of incompleteness", to his habits of 

introspection, and to the whole psychical readjustment necessary 

as an individual passes from childhood to manhood o~ womanhood. 5 

StarbuCk suggests that the breach between the motor areas in the 

brain and the ideational centers, which breach almost drives the 

adolescent to despair, is another factor that prepares for the 

conversion experienoe.6 

• • • • • • 

1. Of. Tracy, ~· cit., PP• 194, 195. 
2. Of. HiCkman, op. cit., P• 202. 
3. Of. Ibid., P• 208• 
4. Of. Ibid., P• 209. 
5. Of. Pratt, op. cit., PP• 111- 113. 
6. Of. Starbu~, ~· cit., P• 257. 
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c. Other Causes Of Conversion. 

In addition to those causes which might be considered 

strictly physiological or psychological, Pratt suggests that in 

Protestant countries a twmll tuous religio'us experience issuing in 

conversion is to be expected in view of the "theological pre­

possessions with Which our youth are so often brought up."l One 

wonders if perha.ps the great numbers of adolescents who aoirB into 

the church do so because they are reared to think such a step is 

expected sometime between twelve and twenty. On the other hand, 

the individual who is a theist and who has a place in his think-

ing for the supernatural is not willing to explain conversion 

wholly on the basis of what .bas been disa11ssed above. Rather does 

he feel there mast be some place for the superna tu.ral act ion of 

the Spirit of GOd, who in His ovm. loving wa:;r speaks to the individual 

heart of youth and ma.kas possible the "New Birth"• 

4. Types of Conversion. 

With some of the principal oaases of conversion in 

mind, one is led next to question just what 'forms the conversion 

phenomena "'1JH3 take. In other words, what a.re the chief -cypes of 

experience coJDD.Only mown. a.s conversion? In t.her' ·consideration of 

this phase of the subject, great divers!~ of opinion is found. 

Those who ha.ve mde investigation by means of questionnaires nave 

discovered almost a.s many kinds of experience as there are oases 

•••••• 

1. Pratt. op. cit., P• 113. 
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reported. However, a carefUl examination reveals at least tnree 

main types. 

a. "Gradual Growth" ~pe. 

The first '1lfi:W be terned the "gradual growth" type. 

Ames in his chapter "Normal Religious Development" takes as his tnesis 

that the normal rel1gi01.lS development of adolescence is one of gradual 

growth and that all those eJtperiences usually spoken of as conversion 

are evidences of abnormalities.1 He substantiates his position by 

oi ting a number of cases, notably that of Edward "Everett Hale, in 

which persons have no consciousness of ever having passed through a 

religious crisis. One frequently meets individuals who have been rear­

ed in Christian homes and in contact with church schools and who tast~:f'y 

that they have never experienced a crisis. They mow of no time when 

they did not feel themselves to be childrel\ of God. RUpley' speaks of 

continuous religious development baing the ideal but also of its being 

rather rare.2 Pratt sa,s conversion ~ be so gradual as to be 

largely unconscious. Likewise Starbuck speaks of conversion as "a 

process inwhioh the de~er instinctive life most strongly fQnctions."4 

Tracy discusses the two opposite poles of belief with regard to con-

version and then states his own opinion by speaking of conversion 

as a natural process, emphasizing however that the "natural" and the 

"supernatural" need not be considered necessarily antithetically.B 

• • • • • • 

l. C:f.'. Ames, op. cit., PP• 236 - 256. 
2. Cf. Kuplcy', op. cit., P• 61 
3. Cf. Pratt, op. cit., PP• 124- 125. 
4. Starbuck, op. cit., P• 65. 
5. Of. Traqy: Op. cit., P• 198. 
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If the opinion of those who have made careful studies of religious 

phenomena is accepted and if aQY weight is given to the test~ 

of Christian people who SBlf ther have never experienced unrest and 

struggle, the 1nvestiga.~or mst conclude that one type of con-

version is tllat which ma:'3 be termed Uowth• ~his does not mean, 

however, that growth alwa;vs proceeds 1n a. perfectly even fashion 

in one's religious development a:r17 more th8n in aJ:J:9 other phase of 

development. 

b. "SUddentt or nca.taclysmio" ~ype. 

Directly opposed to the 'tifpe of conversion which 
' 

ma:y be called a process is the "sudden" or ''cataclysmic" type. It 

is this type which soma theologians and some denominations consider 

necessary for the "New Birth", and it is this type which churches 

have in mind when "revival" meetings are hei.d and evangelists 

come for a. special season. It is evidently this sudden type which 

Cole has 1n mind when she saya that conversions. are rare now ex­

cept a.mou.g a. certain class of Negroes.l Many Christians, however, 

can give the exact ds3 and hour when they became children of God 

and can relate vividly the agony of spirit preceding conversion. 

The ttsudden" 'Qrpe must be recognized, therefore, a.s ·a. fact. Row-

ever, Hickman shows that even in conversions of the "cataclysmic" 

type there has usually been preparation; he suggests further that 

''unconscious cereb~._,tion is a. strong factor!'2 Indeed, HiCkman 

•••••• 

1. Of. Cole, Luella., P~ohology of Adolescence, P• 173. 
2. Ct. Hickman, op. cit., p. 241. 
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feels that in early adolescence the conscious element is largely 

lacking while in the middle teens there is the greatest mixture 

of conscious and automatic factors. 1 2ratt takes a similar position 

when he s~s that sudden conversions are not nearly so common as 

people generally believe.2 Nevertheless there are certainly 

individuals who consider their e:xperiences to be sudden. Moxcay 

speaks to the point in a striking wa:y by indicating that there 

are twenty-seven million .American youths between the ages of five 

and twenty years who are under no religious instruction whatever.3 

Obviously these persons are ignorant of Christian ideals or perhaps 

are antagonistic to them. Moxae,y, thetefore, concludes: 

*'If the Christian religion wins their attention and loyalty, 
they must be turned about in their lives, which turning is 
the original zmaning of 'oonversi on'. u4 

Often one sees middle adolescents for whom .. oonversion appears 

impossible unless brought about by some violent, catastrophic 

experience. 

a. ":Oeoisionu Type. 

Somewhere in between the two extreme types of 

conversion just suggested, there is yet a third type which 

mey be styled "decision". This type frequently partakes of 

the nature of one or the other of the previously discussed types 

and is illustrated by the experiences of Pau15 and Luther.6 

• • • • • • 

l. Cf. Hickman, op cit., PP• 238, 239. 
2. Ct. Pratt, op. cit., p. 153. 
3. Cf. Moxoey, op. oi t., p. 183. 
4. Ibid., P• 183. 
5.· Cf~ Hickman, op. cit., P• 238. 
6. C£. Ibid., PP• 218, 219. 
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For both these men conversion was a. sort of shifting of loyalty 

tr om one canter to another .1 In Paul 's case the shift i.ng seellled 

to be sudden and violent, while in Luther's case more of a. process 

is a.pparen t. In other "WOrds, in all -cy-pes of conversion there is 

evidenoe of preparation for the experienae. !ehus the inqa.irer 

attempts to discover in What this preparation consists and just 

What steps comprise it. 

5. Steps in the Conversion Experienoe. 

Practically all authors on the subjeot agree that 

the most i~ortant pre-conver'sion phenomenon is "the sense of 

sin"• This is set f~rth by Pratt,2 by Starbuok,3 by Ames,4 a.nd by 

others. !ehis sense of gu.il t 1s likely V88Ue and perhaps wholly 

imaginary in girls, but in boys it is often a. very real thing 

" 
which is a nat•al result of' zrielding to some temptation. Another 

pre-conversion ~nomenon is a sense of incompleteness or imperfection. 

Tracy SEfQ's this consciousness of personal failure to realize an 

ideal is much more significant than consciousness of personal 

gull t 1n the sight of a holy God.s Still again thei'Er is the fear 

ofeterna.l punishment and of death. Regardless of the t,vpe of 

preweonversion phenomena experienced and regardless of their inten-

sity and duration, they are alw~s followed by some point of 

•••••• 

1. Ct. Hickman, op. oit., PP• 234 - 238e 
2. Of. Pratt, op. cit., P• 113. 
3. Of. Starbuak, op. cit., P• 215. 
4. Of'. Ames, op. ,oi t., p. 259. 
5. Of. Tr&QY, op. oit., P• 202. 
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trans it ion, which "tlJJl3 be considered a second step in t;he whole 

experience. This, in turn, is followed by peace and joy, the third 

and final phase of the experience.l As a rule, the senior in a 

greater or lesser degree experiences these various phases of con-

version and finds his peaoe and joy when, in his passion for 

personality, he responds to the living personal1V' of Christ. 

It. is striking to note the naturalness with which 

adolescents in the various stages of the conversion experience 

;turn to poetry. As Schillito explains, often a poem :ma;y help an 

individual to see the ugliness of sin and to appreciate the true 

blessedness of forgiveness.2 Seniors in the ~dst of the conversion 

experience not only tarn to the poetry of others. but also, in 

~ oases, actually write poems. Kupky gives decisive proof of 

this fact by including in his book numerous .. ex.amples of senior 

literary produotions.3 this relationship of poetry to the religious 

' experience of the mdddle a.dolsoent will be treated more fully in 

chapter three of the present s tu.q. 

6. 8umma.ry. 

The section of the present investigation treated 

above has revealed that conversion is a. vi tal phase of the total 

religious experience of mdddle adolescents, that the chief causes 

of conversion (aside from the supernatural elements which ma;r be 

• • • • •• 

1. Of. Starbuck, op. cit., P• 83. 
2. Shilli to., Edward: Poetey and Pr~er, PP• 55, 56. 
3. Kupky, Oskar: The Religious Development of Adolescents, 

PP• 121, 122. 
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present) are fOI.Uld in the physiological and psychological nature 

of the adolescent, and that the experience ~ be of a gradual, 

sudden, or decision type. Finally, something of the relationship 

of poetry to the experience has been suggested. 

D. The Place of Doubts 1n Religious Experience. 

1. Age of Doubts. 

Although conversion is genera.llf considered the 

most important phase of the religious development of adolescents, 

doubts also are thought to be distinctly adolescent phenomena • 

.A.s part of religious experience, they must be given at least 

. brief consideration here. In spite of the fact that intellectual 

doubts are peculiarly adolescent phenomena, they do not belong to 
• 

the whole period of adolescence nor in the same measure to girls 

and boys. Just as the period of "storm and stress" belongs especially 

to early adolescence and is felt more 'stro~y by girls than boys, 

so the period of doubts lteltmgs in the middle adolescent period, 

continues into the later period, and is experienced more keenly 

by boys than girls. Pratt explains that the period of doubts does 

not come earlier because it presupposes a rather high degree of 

intellectual developmen~l Tracy, too, speaks of this period as 

that age when conscious criticism begins.2 Most stlldents of 

adolescents seem to agree that the age of doubts begins about the 

• • • • • • 

1. 0£. Pratt, op. cit., P• 115. 
2. Of. Tracy, op. cit., P• 191. 
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fifteenth or sixteenth year m1d continues to about the twenty-

first or twenty-second year. !!:he investigator atten~r>ts to discover why 

this period of doubts should occur just at the year when most con-

versions occnr. Perhaps a glimpse at the list of the chief objects 

of doubt will suggest causes for the ocanrrance of the phenomena 

largely in the middle adolescent period. 

2. Objec~s of Doubt. 

Hickman states that there is a tendenow to doubt 

everything which has been taken for granted in childhood and more 

specially suggests those thingS, which have been injected into the 

child's mind in dogmatic fashion.l Starbuck in a detailed study 

of the problem discovered that the most frequent objects of doubt 

and the order of frequency, in both sexes are: "the authority or .. 
inspiration of the Bible, the divinity of Christ, some attribute 

of God, His existence, and immortality.n2 This same investigator 

makes the interesting observation that men begin to doubt specific 

things and to work their way towards the most abstract and universal 

conceptions whereas women frequently take just the opposite course.3 

As a matter of fact, Pratt says girls frequently doubt nothing in 

particular yet "everythingtt .4 

3. Causes of Doubts. 

When an individual reads the list of the principal 

• • • • • • 

1. Of. Rickman, op. cit., p. 206. 
2. Starbuck, op. cit., P• 236. 
3. Cr. Ibid., PP• 237, 238. 
4. Of. Pratt, op. cit., P• 116. 
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objects of doubt, he feels Hickman must be right in s~ing adoles-

cents doubt those things which have been taken for granted or 

have been taught dogmatically •. SUrely the dogmatic teaching which 

many children receive makes a period of doubt in adolescence highly 

probable. Pratt indicates this When he s~s illl~er disoourd is 

aroused "by some newly discovered fact which fails to harmonize 

with beliefs previously accepted and revered."1 Another common 

cause of doubts is the study of science and philosopny.2 Conscious 

of his new powers to reason, the senior t~~es great delight in 

questioning everything (nothing is too sacred to come under his 

scrutinizing examination) and in casting aside many old beliefs 

simply as an indication of intellectual independence. ~racy is of 

the opinion, however, that adolescent doubts are never a matter 

solely of the intellect but are tied up with emotional tension and 

physical upheaval.3 Starbuck likewise asserts that one has to go 

behind sociological and historical causes for doubts to the "psycho­

physiological organism."4 Other miscellaneous causes might be suggested, 

such as, disease, unanswered pr~er, and the natural skepticism of 

the age. 

4. Value of Doubts. 

~hough the occurrence of doubts is to be deplored, 

one need not be overly alarmed; for this is a natural adolescent 

• • • • • • 

1. Cr. Pratt, op. cit., P• 116. 
2. Cf. Starbuck, op. cit., P• 233. 
3. Cf. Tracy, op. cit., P• 191. 
4. Cf. Starbuck, op. cit., P• 234. 
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phenomenon. Moreover, when young people are given a sytr.!Pathetic 

and wise leadership, they usually emerge from this trJing time with 

a strong and sure faith. One great value is ~hat religious ideas 

previously accepted by the adolescent are n~~ made a vital part of 

his bei~6• He mrutes a conscious effort to grasp and to incorporate 

into his own life those things whiru1 were given him as a child on 

external authority. As Starbuclr seys: 

"Doubts is a means of calling up and utilizing latent 
possibilities of one's na~re. If there is a boundless 
substra~m of heal t:tly life on which to draw, and if there is 
a high degree of earnestness in the desire to know truth in 
order to use, it, doubts are rather to be met and mastered 
than to be shunned.ul 

One Of the great aids in mastering doubts is poetrJ, 

vih.ich draws from seniors a ready and appreciate response. 

, in commenting on the tendeney of a~lesoents to express 

their experience with God in e:r.alted, poetic language, declares 

that neven the ex_perience of a break with God mey talre poetic 

form. 11 2 lifot alone, hovrever, through their own poetic efforts :ma,y 

seniors dispel their doubts; but more likely vdll the mastery of 

doubts come through the reading of the ~rorks of the great poetic 

minds vvhich have met and conquered doubt triunrphantly. It is 

evident, then, that poetry is related to religious experience, even 

that phase termed "intellectual doubts. tt 

5. Summa.ry. 

In the light of the facts presented above, it is 

• • • • • • 

1. StarbuCk, Edwin Diller, The Psy~ology of Religion, p. 243. 
2. Kupky, Oskar: The Religious Development of Adolescents, p. 93. 
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apparent that intellectual doubts are a part or religious experience. 

The present study has shown that the fifteenth or sixteenth year 

is the time when doubting begins, that the things most frequently 

doubted are those which :r:w.ve been presented dogmatically, and that 

the chief cau.ses for doubts lie in the ttpsycho-pbysiological 

organism. nl Moreover, 1 t has been pointed out that doubts, if 

mastered, have a real value and that poetry may help ill the 

conquering of them. 

E. The Nature of Worship ill the Religious Experiellee 
of the Middle Adolescent. 

1. Introduction. 

Pasing from the study of conversion and doubts, 

two phenomena which belong in a peculiar se~se to the adolescent, 

one comes to a third phase of the religious experience Of the teen­

age, tl1at Of worship.2 This experience, while not a phenomenon 

belonging preeminently to the senior, is, nevertheless, very import-

ant for him. One is led to question the reason for the significance 

or worship in the senior age. In other words, what is worship to 

the senior? and what are the psychological bases for the \IVOrship 

eJq?erience? 

2. Defh1ition of Worship. 

In many respects, worship is to the adolescent what 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Ante, P• 24. 
2. ~~enever the term ;rorshin is used in this study, one of course 

has in mind Onristian !2rshiD• 
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it is to any individual; that is to say, it is a sugjeot-objeot 

relationship. The senior as subject feels himself to be in comrmxnica-

tion with God as object. As V/eigle and Tweedy express it: worship 

is "our attempt to express ourselves to him (God) in ways we deem 

possible and appropriate. It seeks to comrmmicate to hi1n our 

attitudes, to establish intercourse with him9 to enter into as 

direct fellowship with him as we can."l Underhill states that 

worship should be considered ''in its deepest sense 9 as the response 

of :man to the Eterna1. 112 Verkuyl explains that worship always in­

volves a recognition of the worth-ship of God. 3 Cabot defines the 

term thus: 

"Worship is the self-conscious part of the natural recovery 
of value in life 9 when it has grovm stale. lf~or worship is 
the conscious love of the Spirit of the Universe, and we need 
it regularly like food or sleep."4 .. 

One questions whether or not the first part of this definition is 

especially pertinent to adolescence, yet one feels that for the 

senior worship is a response to a definitely felt need. Often 

worship is thought Of simply as a communion with God, a seeing Him 

face to faoe. 5 

3. The Senior at Worship. 

Although definitions for worship could be set dow.n 

• • • • • • 

1. Weigle, Luther Allen and Tweedy, He:nr,y Hallam: Trainil"..g the 
Devotional Life, PP• 262, 263. 

2. Underhill, li:"'vdlyn: Worship, 1'• :xi. 
3. Of. , Gerrit: Adolescent Worship, pp. 29, 30. 
4. Cabot, Richard C.: What 1t4en Live By, p. 273. 
s. Cf. Shaver, Erwin L. and Stock, Harry T.: Training Young People 

in Worship, P• 21. 
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almost indefinitely, suffice it to s~ here that for the rniddle 

adolescent worship is an awareness of God, transcendent yet 

in~ent, and an exr,erience of· His presence. It is that experience 

¥mich causes a group of young people of the middle teens to stop 

suddenly in rapt silence as they reach the top of a hill after a 

steep climb and look off into the brilliant glow of a sunset sky. 

It is that experience which leads the senior, attending a Young 

People's Conference, in the sacred solennu1ess of a clos communion 

service to make full commitment of himself to his Lord. It is 

that experience which calls from the middle adolescent, 

alone in his bed room, the outpouring oi' his heart in confession for 

sins (real or imagined) and the plea for forgiveness and ~~ida.nce. 

~~thermore, it is that experience of the presence of God ti~t 
.. 

draws from the senior the ready, enthusiastic song of praise as 

he joins with other young people his ovm age in a beautiful, orderly, 

well-planned service of worship. The several erperiences indicated 

above are only a few of the many occasions through which and by 

means of' which the adolescent responds to the "i:l11l?act of Eternity".l 

Underhill :P..as ex_pressed tilis thought very aptly men she sa.ys that 

all the wags by which indi vidi.tals worship are_ 11ohapels of various 

types in the one Cathedral of the Spirit. n2 Although one finds the 

study of these "chapels" a fascinating reflection., one is interested 

• • • • • • 

1. Underhill, op. cit., P• 4. 
2. Ibid., P• xii. 
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even more to discover what makes possible for the adolescent such 

diverse worship experience. What are theJSyohological bases for 

the worship of the middle adolescent? 

4. Psyohological Bases for the Worship of the Ylddle Adolescent. 

Hartshorne discusses five attitudes or feelings 

which he sqs oonsti tute fundamentallY the abiding values of lite 

and form the basis for worship. ~he five are reverence, gratitude, 

goodwill, f'aith, and loyalty.1 ~he adolescent, having passed through 

two or three years of "storm and stresstt (in which every expression 

of feeling was in tens itied) , 'having become oonsoi ous not only of 

his own rebirth but of the awakening ~ in his friends, and 

having becom for the time a vibrant emotional being, reaches the 

middle teens peculiarly equipped tor the worship experience.2 As 

Shaver and StoCk s~, "This ver.y emotional e~ressiveness ••• is 

the raw material out of mich worship is to be made."3 These 

authors fUrther show that this emotional expressiveness is the 

groo.ndworlt ot the fundamental attitudes listed above. 4 The sense 

ot dependence, which Verla:q'l calls the main element in religion and 

a leading motive for pr~r, the developing aesthetic sense, 0 the 

effervescent appreciation tor beau~ in nature, in poetr,v, in 

music, aJld in all forms ot art,7 provide ttthe roots ot reverence 

•••••• 

1. Of. li.a.l'tshorne, Hugh: Worship in the Sundq Schoo, PP• 50-58. 
2. Ot. Shaver and StoCk, op. cit., PP• 41, 42. 
3. Ibid., P• 42. 
4. Of. Ibid., PP• 41 - 44. 
5. Of. Verknyl, op. cit., P• 35 
6. Of. EnPkr, op. cit., PP• 92, 93. 
7. Of. Starbuck, op. cit., PP• 272, 273. 
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for God. nl In the consciousness of forgiveness for confessed sins, 

in an awkwardly e:xpressed 11thanks 11 , and in an eagerness to repa;y 

a gift or favor "in kindn, one sees the basis for gratitude. 

Moreover, when one sees a senior hastily express his congratulations 

in an athletic oontest,2 make a generOUs response to a call for 

help for the underprivileged, and enthusiastically select a gift 

for the "best friendM, one realizes that in suoh acts t..l:l.ere lies 

the basis for the Church's emphasis on love and goodwill. Likewise 

it is evident that the senior's buoyant optimism, his joyous 

altruism, his utter confidence in his friends open the for an 

active faith in God. Furthermore, in almost countless lesser 

loyalties, such as loyalty to family, friends, school, team, club, 

outstanding hero of the day, one finds the foundation for the 

supreme loyal t"J to Christ and His Kingdom. 3 • Thus it appears that 

Hartshorne is correct in naming as fundamental the five attitudes 

which he gives; for, as water gushes forth from five crystal springs 

and converges into one rushing stream, so from these five attitudes 

{reverence, gratitude, goodwill, faith, loyalty) the middle 

adolescent pours forth a surg~ng torrent of praise, love and 

personal commitment to God. The worship experience of the senior 

is, therefore, the climax of his entire religious experience. 

The foregoing discussion has attempted to set forth 

• • • • • • 

1. Shaver and Stock, op. cit., P• 42. 
2. Of. Ibid., P• 43. 
3. Cf. Ibid., P• 43. 
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the salient facts wi-th reference to the mtu.re of worship. Various 

definitions for worship have been given, the simplest and perhaps 

the most significant for seniors being "oo:mnn.mion with God.n 

.Moreoever, one has endeavored to show that the five ftrnda.:mental 

attitudes given by Hartshornel h.a,ve their psychological basis in 

the adolescents nature. \Vhat worship may~ for the middle 

adolescent and what its function and value may be in the adolescent's 

life will be discussed in the next chapter. The present treatment 

has indicated :merely the striking w~ in which the senior, because 

of his very nature, is fitted for the worship e'~erienoe. 

F. General Summary. 

Qno realizes, therefore, in h~1 true a sense the 

youth of the middle teens because of his p~siological, intellectual, 
" 

emotional, and psychological development is for conversion 

(be it calm or cataclysmic}, for a time of doubting, and for worship, 

which experiences taken together comprise religious experience for 

the senior. 

Looking at the eager, earnest faces and into the 

clear, steadfast eyes of middle adolescents, one understands that 

here are individuals of a vital fellowship with their Father 

and one seys with the wti ter of old, nalso he hath set eterni -cy in 

their heart. 112 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. ~tnte, P• 29. 
2. Ecclesiastes 3:lla. 



CHAPTER ~0 

GROUP WORSHIP Alif.D :B!S FONOTION FOR THE MIDDLE ADOLSEQlUlT 
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A.. Introduction. 

In the preceding chapter an attempt was made to set 

forth the nature of worship, emphasizing particularly the psychological 

bases found in the adolescent •s nature. A.l though it was indicated that 

a. senior ~, and indeed does, worship in multi tu.dinous ~s, the planned 

worship service was pointed out as one of the important wqs through 

which teen age youths fellowship with God. ~he purpose of this chapter 

• is to report the results of an investigation of corporate worship 

and especially of the ftmction of such an experience in the life 

of the adoleaoent. ~he chapter will seek to answer the following 

questions: (1) What actually occurs when seniors come together in 

a place dedicated tor worship and at a time specified for auch an 

experience? (2) Through what sort of procedure or what i;.ype of 

service are they often led? (3) What are the characteristics of a 

worship service designed in the light of adolescent interests, 

capacities, and needs? (4} With what materials is the service 

constructed? (5) What values in adolescent life accrue from a. well-

planned and properly e:x:eouted worship program? Such questions 

!11\lSt be ansv:1ered if one is to have a oomprehensi ve view of the whole 

experience of corporate worship as it applies to seniors. An 

-33-
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understanding of the whole worShip service, its aims, its materials, 

its values, must precede an ana.:Qrsis and evaluation of arry one of 

the materials. What than real~ takes place by wq of worship 

when seniors assemble in their departlmlent on Stmdau morning or in 

a young people's meeting an Sundaf evening? 

B. ~ical Senior Worship Situations. 

!he person who seeks to discover how seniors worship 

together soon finds that one of two situations is likely to exist. 

The one situation is illustrated by the following: the hour for 

Su:ndaf Sahool has arrived. Ou.tside the church stands. a groap of 

high school youths, engaged in an eatb.usiastic discussion of the 

basket ball game held the night before +n the church gymnasium. 

SUddenly someone notices the time,.- five minutes past the hour 

tor the opening of the worship service. The group enters the 

church and makes its wau to its own department, meeting in the 

gymnasiu:m. perhaps. Since all the back seats are taken, these late-

comers make their ~ over uncarpeted floors to seats near the 

front of the room, where they join half-heartedly iD. the singing 

of a ~ or two. They listen with apa.~ to the reading of a 

few poorly selected verses from the Bible and sit quietly with 

open eyes as the SUperintendent pra_ys his wa:q around the world 

without touching the vital interests and needs of the seniors 

themsel vas. When the service is over, the adolescent goes out 

into a world of reali~. 1 

•••••• 
1. Of. Athearn, Laura. Armstrong: Christian Worship for .American Youth, 

P• 3, for a. corroborating report of such a service. 
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The worship service, for this mav be so called, has meant nothing 

to the senior; he ha.s seen nothing in the whole procedure that 

vitally affects ~s own life. He ~ have made a pretense Of 

fellowship with his Oreatol:'; and, as Verk:U7l sa,s, "pretensions are 

poor practices between human acquaintances; in the presenoe of God 

they are tolly."1 Obviously, the picture Just drawn is that of a 

negative situation; 'but, sadly enough, it is a picture of a con-

di tion which actually exists in too ~ churches. 

In contrast, one may discover groups ot young people 

worshiping in a definitely-constructive and helpful fashion. Such 

adolescents are none the less enthusiastic than those described 

above; but, upon entering the place of worship, they yield to the 

atmosphere created by uplitt1D3'; music, by light falling upon them 

through stained glass windows, by the S1Dlbolism of the decorative 

desicns in the room, and by the reverenoe and pu:rposefa.lness of 

the leader. They unite their hearts in praise to God through the 

singing of a few well-chosen bymns. They listen with. interest 

as one of their number reads from the Word. They thOughtfll.lly 

prau with the senior boy or girl who audibly expresses their adora­

tion, their grati~de, and their petitions. They hear an appropriate 

poem read, are stirred by its zoossage, and in the quiet of their own 

souls make a new dedication of themselves to their Lord. They come 

from the service, having had a genuine worship experience.2 The 

•••••• 

l. VerltU7l, Gerrit: Adolescent Worship, p. 3. 
2. Of. Athearn, op. cit., P• 33, tor the description of a similar 

worship si~at1on. 
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da\vs that follow are different because they have been with their 

Master and ha.ve lear.ned to recognise His presence with. them datr 

by dey. Worship and life are seen to be a unit. 

· Although the two pictures just sketched ~ be 

somewhat exaggerated and although most services of' worship tor 

adolescents ~appear to have both positive and negative 

characteristics, the two worship situations do exist. The student 

of adolescent worship, therefore, seeks to discern those features 

in a service which make possible a definitely positive worship 

experience. 

o. The Nature and Criteria of AdolesCent .Group Worship. 

Brightman SSl'S that worship consists of reverent 

·contemplation, revelation, communion, and f'ruition.l This means 

that a well-planned worship service must lead seniors first of' all 

to seek "attar God by deliberate attention to the Div·ine, u2 in other 

words to coma into His presence by means of' "reverent contemplation". 

This rtJtiii.1 be conside~ted a preparatory ste.p in the worship experience 

and ma;y be broaght about by silence, Scripture, :pra.yer, song, or 

the spOken word.3 If contemplation is the senior's seeking after 

God~ then revelation is GOd •s seeking to make Himself known to 

the senior. This revelation 'I'Btl8 come in various WSl!S, through the 

inspired Word or tb..l.!Ough the inspired work of some artist, mu.sician, 

• • • • • • 
1. Of'. Brightman, Edgar Sheffield: Religious Values, PP• 179 - 184. 
2. Ibid., P• 10. 
3. Of'. Ibid., P• 10. 
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or poet9 "those who think God's thau.ghts after .Him.'' A worship 

service vitall1 affecting the lives of middle adolescents provides 

not onl1 for conte~lation and revelation but also for communion, 

the latter being the means by which "the mind of God becomes mown 

to the mind of man. ttl Moreover, when adolescents have genuine 

worship experiences, the,f achieve ultimately God-likeness in 

character, tnis achievement being the fruition of worship.2 While 

every service ~ not contain tn full measure the tour characteristics 

just named, all four elements will be present at least to a degree 

wherever young people-worship "in spirit and in truth." 

Since the cha.l'a.cterist1os just discussed deal largely 

w1 th the :na.ta.re of the worship eJC;perience, it becomes necessary 

to consider briefly some Of the more specific qualities of a. good 

worship service. Shaver and StoCk list reality as the first 

essential and 9 tn so doing, reveal their lmowledge of the adolescent's 

nature. On all sides, the senior is surrounded by a. world of 

reali ~. 3 Through his studies tn school, through his recrea t iona.l 

activities, and through his social contacts, he becomes increasingly 

familiar with a world of tact. - It the worship service is not as 

real a.s the tangible, visible world, if it does not bring youths 

into contact with the Source of all realicy,4 it not only is use-

less but also ~ be a definite influence tor evil. 

• • • • • • 

1. Athearn, op. cit., P• 11. 
2. Ct. Ibid., P• 11. 
3. Of. Shaver, E. L. and Stock, .H. T.: Training Young People in 

worship, PP• 59 , 60. 
4. ot. VerkUYl, Gerrit: Adolescent Worship, P• 11. 
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Besides being~, a service for Christian young 

people should be both religious and Christian in character. 

Certainly if it is religious, it will relate individuals directly 

to God and to the God who is best known in Jesus Christ. In this 

sense it is Christian. 

F'tu"the!'more, a. well-plm:m.ed worship program will have 

uni v, a. climax, dignity, bea.uv, intelligibili v, a.:nd concisenessl. 

These nine characteristics should·be present in every service 

that seeks to meet the needs of seniors and attempts to lead them 

into a. vital and constructive worship experience. What materials 

wlll go into the making of a. service which will have all these 

essentials will be s~ested in the section following. 

D. Aft JnalJsts of Senior Worship Materials. 

1. Ml:lsic and Song • 

Prom time iJmlemor 1al, men coming together to worship 

have used certain rites, rituals, ceremonies, and materials; .for 

true worship "mst have embodiment, concrete expression."2 .Olla ot 

the oldest mediums of expression and the one which Gates calls 

ttthe most necessary vehicle of expression"3 is that of :mu.sic. He 

further states that music is the very "langllage of worship,"4 and 

one might well add, the universal langu.age. Evelyn Underhill 

• • • • • • 

1. Ot. Shaver and StoCk, op. cit., PP• 60 - 64. See also Gates, 
Sherwood: Youth At Worship, Christian Quest Materials, pp. 22 - 25. 

2. Underhill, Evelyn: Worship, P• 12. 
3. Gates, SbarWood, op. cit., P• 13. 
4. Ibid., P• 13. 
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explains that nm.ch controverq abou.t the utistic aspect of worship 

would cease if people :recognized music and poet:ry as indications 

of the essential cha.l"acter of the worship experience.1 MUsic not 

only "belongs" in a worship service but exerts a great influence 

in arou.sing emotions, purposes, and attitudes, in determining 

ideals, and in releasing spiritual pONer w1 thin the worShipper. 2 

As the 11langu.age of' the emotions," 1 t is "pre-eminently the art 

tor youth."3 ~ddle adolescents, therefore, who voice their praise 

in h\vlmlS of' an accepted vpe find themselves united in a new Wa::J to 

one another and to God, and discover a qaiokening in their ideals 

and purposes and a stimnlation to partic~pate intelligently and 

enthusiastically in Ohristian enterprizes.4 

2. Prqer. 

If' it is fitting to speak of music as the ''language 

of worship", it is eqa&.lly appropriate to characterize prqer as 

the "heart of' worship"• 5 Prqer is one of the most important 

materials available for worship, for "t'HrO"agh 1~ an individual seeks 

to enter into fellowship with GOd. It is not only a means of 

fellowship but an actual colmlUllion with "the Holy Other", such 

comnnmion beiDg "the very essence o.f worship. tt6 ~ are the forms 

••••••• 

1. Of. Underhill, op~ cit., P• 29. 
2. Of. Gates, op. cit., P• 13. 
3. The Aims of Religious Education. The Proceedings of the Third 

Annual Oonvention of the Religious Education .Association - Boston -
Februar,v 12-16, 1905, PP• 121, 122. 

4. Of. Gates, op. cit., P• 14. 
5. Ibid., P• 17. 
6. Ot • • Shaver and Stock, op. cit., P• 107. 
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which prauer 'I1Jt1Q take in a worship service; thus, on occasion, the 

adolescent may sing his prayer, ll!a¥ follow in pra.yer as another 

leads, may e::x;press alOUd in a sentence his 9W11 yearnings, 'I1Jt1Q join 

w1 th his fellows in prqing the "Lord's Prqer," 'I1Jt1Q qttote a 

ScriptQre verse as a prqer, or ~ be still and through the ~iet 

come to know that God 1s.1 Whatever the form, prqer "has greatest 

value tor adolescents vil.en it prepares them to meet the challenge 

of life and when its answers are wrought out in vigorous aotiv1ty."2 

In other words, pra.yer is more than the mans by which God reveals 

Himself to seniors; 1 t is the means by vil.ich these seniors becozoo 

related to GOd's purposes for their lives individually and to His 

plans tor establishing the X:ingdom.3 

3. The Scrip~es. 

Still another type of material, long used in services 

of worship and considered by som a necessary part of ever.;{ program, 

is the Scriptures. Verk:uyl, in spaking of the value o:f' the Bible 

for adolescents, states tha.t "had the whole .Bible been wr1 tten by 

mature minds, it might nevertheless be useful :f'or those younger;" 

for, he a44s, "because of the forward look and the sense of ultimate 

victory, our best-known sacred writings are essentially youth 

4 literature." Scriptu.re passages to be used in services for the 

high school age should be carefUlly chosen and presented if th~ are 

•••••• 

1. O:f'. Shaver and StoCk, op. cit., PP• 107 - 115. 
2. Gates, op. cit., P• 17. 
3. Of. Ibid., PP• 17, lS. 
4. Ver~l, Gerrit: Adolescent Worship, pp. 152, 153. 
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to relate helpfully to the experiences, problems, and needs of' 

the adolescents.l Furthermore, the Scriptures, when rightly used, 

render a two-fold service to youths, that of being a mirror for 

their souls and a window toward heaven.2 Adolescents are inclined 

to introspection; and, if' they look within through the Scriptures, 

,they see themselves not only as sinners bllt as potential children 

of God. Because of the sense of sin with which ~ teen age 

youths are burdened, the Word is most important in worship as a 

means of' reveaJ.ing Christ who lived the sinless life and died that 

young people might grow like Him. 

"The value of' God's Word, then, is not merely in the words we 
learn to love, but more yet in the principles of life that 
lie underneath the words. The use of the Bible as worship 
material implies the mastering of' certain phrases and passages, 
••• the tasting of great spiri tuaJ. principles ••• tt3 

More thea this, it implies the inculcation of the principles in 

daily life • 

4. Poetry. 

Although mankind in moments of great emotional stress 

has tended to express himself rqthmica.lly, and al. though the Scriptures 

{from the stirring poem of Creation to the glorious Hallelujahs of' 

The Revelation) are filled with poetr.y of' the most superb ~e, 

only in recent times have individuals begun to consider poetry 

as one of the significant worship mterials. Underhill affirms that 

•••••• 

1. Of. Gates, Sherwood: Youth At Worship, Christian ~uest Materials, 
P• 19. 

2. Of. Ver~l, op. cit., P• 153. 
t. Ibid., P• 154. 
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r~tbmic speech is a great stimulant to corporate worship and adds 

that 

"even the great liturgic value of the psal tar does not entirely 
depend on the spiritual truths which the psalmists convey: 
but at least to some extent on that peculiar quali cy in poetS 
which tends to arouse and liberate the transcendental sense." 

As was noted in the ~oregoing analysis of adolescents, their capacity 

tor feeling, for imagination, and tor realit.Y, make them equipped 

by nature to respond instant~ and intelligently to great poetry 

as.it is presented in the worship service. Alfred Noyes explains 

that there are certain spiri tu.al faculties in the young whiCh enable 

them to apprehend spiritual beaucy and spiri tuaJ. truth in a W8:9 

not possible to older individuals. B:e further states that .Plato 

and Wordsworth knew this and that "a greater than they said, 

'Remember now thY orea tor in the 4al' s of thy youth • • • '." More-

over, lloyes reminds one that Goethe spoke of the sacraments as 

"the visible symbols of the Divine", and thus, as the highest part 

of religian;2 and this English poet adds "art and literature at 

their highest are themselves sacramental in that they reveal the 

infinite through finite ~bols and images.nZ Since poetry in a 

peculiar sense is able to reveal the in.fini te, and sin.'ce 1 t is the 

chief tunotion of worship to manifest the Infinite God, the 

appropriateness of poetry in a worship servi·oe is at once apparent. 

One o:t· the very significant materials, therefore, is poetry, which, 

• • • • • • 

1. Underhill: Worship, P• 33. 
2. Of. Noyes, Alfred in ~he Obligation of Universities to the 

Social Order, P• 374. 
3. Ibid., P• 375. 
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because of its highly imaginative qu.ali v, can "weave a gamnent :for 

God. ,.l :Because of the importance o:f poetry, and because the present 

stud¥ is concerned preeminently with its value in the v1orship 

e:x.:perience, the chapter to :follow Will be given to a more detailed 

treatment of this Sllb ject. 

5. Other Worship Materials. 

In addition to the important materials discussed 

above, there are yet other materials miah may contribute largely 

to the worship e:r;per1enoe. A person need hardly comment on the 

story and talk, for their value has long been recognized and they 

have served again and again as means o:f making the theme o:f a 

service concrete. 2 Still another material is that of art, Which, 

in the form of symbols, paintings, and sculpture, "!1J83 give maning 

and reali~ to emotions and ideals and may intensity the tendenQf 

of youth to reach ou.t after and to respond to the beauti:fu.l.3 

Furthermore, there is the element whiah among all peoples has alwaors 

been a part of genuine worship, namely., the. offering. N'ot only does 

the offering help to objectif,y and make real emotions, attitudes, 

and purposes, but also it arouses within the worshipper a sense of 

fellowship with God, o:f cooperation with Him in building His 

Kingdom. Essentially, the Offering ma.lms the service of worship 

p~chologica.lly camplete.4 

• • • • 

1. Underhill, op. ei t., P• 30. 
2. 0£. Gates, op. cit., P• 20. 
3. o:r. Ibid., P• 21. 
4. Of. IJbid., P• 21. 
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A survey of worship materials convinces one that 

ll:l8.lly and val'ied are the means by which the soul experiences the 

presence o:r a. holy God and cOllJilllllles with Him. It should be under-

stood that perhaps u aa dngle service would a.ll the available 

materials actually be used, but at various times all ~ furnish 

to adolescents the opportunity of pouring out their hearts in 

adoration. \Vhen materials are used. effectively and when a 

service has all ~e essential characteristics, results in the 

lives of worshippers do appear. Certain of these results will now 

be considered. 

E. Values of Group Worship to .W.ddle Adolescents. 

Verkuyl, in speaking of worship achievements, 

raise§ the following questions: "Are we justified in expecting 

results when we worship? If so, 'What kind? If results are 

spiri tua.l chiefly, how soon mq the,- be realized ?"l Onl7 an 

affirmative answer can be given to the first question, for every-

where there are individuals who slowly but increasingly reveal the 

likeness of God, and testify tfJ the help they have received through 

worship.2 Such individuals bear out the truth of Paul's statement: 

".But we all with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the 
glory of the Lord, are transformed into the same illlBge from 
,glory to glory, even as from the Lord the Spirit."3 

This transto.rmation into the likeness of God is possible for young 

people as well as for· adults, as will be testified by leaders who 

• • • • • • 
1. VerkqJl, op. cit., P• 188. 
2. Ibid., P• 189 • 
3. II. Cor. 3 : 18. 
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have had e:x;perienees with seniors in the eapaei ty of teacher, 

counselor, or friend. f'hose who mow the teen age best and who 

understand the real nature of worship agree that a genuine experience 

with God does bring forth fruit in the lives of the worshippers 

though the development of such spiritual fruit llla¥ be, and often 

is, a slow process. ApparentlY then, VerkUyl is right in suggest-

ing that results from group worship .m.2\V be expected. But what are 

these results? 

~he first great value of worship, notably important 

because it is basic, is "the repeated sharing of eomrmmion with 

the Father."l In discussing this point, Shaver and Stock draw a 

beautitul. analogy to human friendship and show that just as the 

rich companionship with worthy friends is its own justification, 

so fellowship with the Father is of inestimable worth.2 Seneker 

likewise e~hasizes the fact that the first value of worship is 

that 1 t awakens and quickens the consciousness of the individual 

to the realization of the presence of God. He adds, moreover, 

that the remarkable thing about the experience is that the worship-

per feels himself tteneouraged and enabled to draw nearrt and to 

colmlllllle with the l!'ather. 3 If nothing resulted from worship other 

than that for a taw moments each weelr adolescents were led into the 

presence of their 1ii1aker, who was shovm to be both transcendent and 

• • • • • • 

1. Shaver, E. L. and Stock, H. ~.: Training Young People in Worship, 
P• 19. 

2. Of. Ibid., PP• 18, 19. 
3. Ct. Seneker, James Seehorn, in Lotz, P. Henry and Crawford, L. w., 

Editors: Studies in Religious Education, PP• 102, 103. 
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immanent, if only for a brief time youths were enabled to look into 

the Divine Face and see a true Friend and companion, -- if worship 

meant only this- it would still be eminently worthwhile. As 

Underhill sa¥s, the perfection of worship is "getting to the place 

where only God matters."l The chief :f'unction,a.nd therefore the 

primary vaJ.ue, of worship is to bring seniors to this place and so 

to teach them to love the Father through the repeated e:x;perienoe 

of being in His presence that they will acclaim Him their All in All 

ill .. all their experience. 

This c~ion which is the basic value 'of worship 

is not a mans to a.n end, yet inevitably it bears fruit in the life 

of the worshipper.2 The second value of worship, therefore, is 

that "1 t helps to fashion cllara.cter according to the will of God. n3 

If a great human affection can prove a restraining influence, an 

"expulsive power", and a creative instrumental!~, how nuch more 

will friendship with the Son of God prove a migil ty force in mold­

ing the character of a middle adolescent.4 Specific manifest&-

tions of the fashioning of Character in harmony with spiritual 

values may be varied, depending on the individual nature and needs 

of the senior. An exhaustive treatement of the extrinsic values 

of the worship experience can not be given, therefore, though some 

of the more salient results will be presented • 

• • • • • • 

1. Underhill, op. cit., P• 5. 
2. Of. Athearn, Laura Armstrong: Christian Worship for American 

Youth, P• 25. 
3. Shaver and Stock, op. cit., p. 19. 
4. Ibid., P• 19. 
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Ma.riel Lester has made a helpful s.tu.dy or the re-

sul ts of worship end has discovered a number of values which apply 

particularly to adolescents. For irstance, she declares that 

l "worship releases us from the domination of self •" !een-age 

youths, having just come into a new consciousness of the nego" and 

having begun to feel their own importance as individual personalities, 

need to be helped to an understanding and a aontrol or the nselfn. 

The person WhO reaches adulthood in bondage to self' suffers in-

comparable torture, a.s is attested by the current writings of 

psychiatrists.2 It is the function of worship to keep young people 

from this suffering by releasing them from the domination of self 

and by integrating and unifying all their motives, purposes, ideals 

and habits.3 !his unification of life which dynamic worship 

effects is of particular significance when one recalls that middle 

adolescents are often "a bundle of conflicting emotions."4 !he 

organization of the parsonalicy that results from fellowship with 

God thus saves the y~th from the slaver; of self and gives to him 

an inner peac~adequate personalicy integration.5 

Not only does worship free from self but also it 

releases from the domination of others.6 Anyone who has witnessed 

• • • • • • 

1. Lester, Muriel: V.IJ:r:l Worship? P• 20. 
2. Of. Ibid., P• 20. See also Sadler, Williams. and Sadler, Lena X.: 

.Piloting Modern Youth, PP• 34 - 38. 
3. Of. Seneker in Studies in Religious Education, op. cit., P• lOS. 
4. or. Shaver and Stock, op. cit., P• 22. See also Ante, P• 14, 29. 
5. or. Shaver and StoCk, op. cit., p. 29. 
6. Of. Lester, op. cit., p.29. 
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the speed w1 th which any new fad or fashion sweeps through a high 

school realizes how sensitive adolescents are to the opinions of 

others. It is strikingly paradoxicalt that the very age that is 

especially self-centered .is the age of the most acute awareness of 

others. Through worship, ho·.vever, seniors IDa\V become increasingly 

sensitive to the mind and will of God and so less slavishly sub-

missive to the opinions of others. 

Furthermore, vi tal worship is, according to Underhill, 

rtcreative and redemptive'' because "1 t wakes up and liberates that 

'seed' of supernatural life, in virtue of which we are spiritual 

beings."1 Miss Lester explains that the inhibition of the creative 

instinct is one of the worst indictments against the present social 

system. 2 This sense Of inhibition is often markedly strong in youths 

of the middle a.doles:oent age who find their visions and ambitions 

far outstripping their powers to perform. Worship, however, enables 

seniors to understand that fellowship with God makes "every circum­

stance and every moment rich in creative opportunity.n3 Thus life is 

seen "whole ... 4 As adolescents, \'l!Orshipping in a group, align 

their purposes with the purposes of God, they are released to 

"otherwise only half-discovered ••• possibilities • .,5 They are 

free to create in and for the Kingdom of God. 

Al thO'Qgh all the values discussed above are important 

•••••••• 

1. Underhill, op. cit., P• 18. 
2. Of. Lester, op. cit., P• 48. 
3. Ibid., P• 50. 
4. Cf. Seneker in Studies in Religious Education, op. cit., p. 103. 
4. Of. Ibid., p.. 103. 
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for adolescents, there remains yet another value of much consequence, 

a sense of mission. fhe wa.ming has been given that tti t is a 

serious mistake to accentl.late the emotional appeal so as to induce 

sudden decisions which will almost certainly weaken in later moments 

of thoughtfulness."l !.!!he authors wh.o make this statement, however, 

go on to add that "seasons of worship are times when valiant leaders 

are recr-u.ited."2 It is evident then that worship results not only 

in the growth of Ohrist-like character in the individual but, 

in a very trae sense, in the growth of the Kingdom of God on earth. 

F • Sw!Jnary • 

In spite of the fact that almost innumerable specific 

values of group worship "could be given, the more general ones 

discussed above snow clearly the real import of the worship experience. 

The two values which are of greatest prominence and which include 

all the others are: (1) the repeated fellowship of the Father and 

(2) the shaping of character' "unto a tullgrown man, unto the measure 

of the statl.lre of Ohrist."3 · Neverj;heless, one needs to be reminded 

that these values come only from that worship experience which 

has contemplation, revelation, communion, and fruition. Moreover, 

the above discussion has indicated that a worship service should 

have among other qualities the essential characteristics of reali~ 

and inte·llig1bil1 t.v, the latter implying a selection of materials 

• • • • • • 

1. Shaver and StoCk, op. cit., P• 21. 
2. Ibicl. P• 21. 
3. Eph. 4:13b. 
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on the basis Of adolescent interests, needs, possible future 

responsibilities and on the basis or world needs. 1 Furthermore, 

it has been pointed out that there is a wide variety of materials 

available, among whioh the more i~ortant are music, prS\Ver, the 

Scriptures, and poetry. The significance or poetry in a worship 

service has alre~ been suggested. It will be the purpose of 

the next chapter to discuss somewhat in detail the nature of poetry 

and its place in religious experience • 

• • • • • • 

l. Cf. Shaver and Stock, op. cit., pp. 82, 83. 
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CILA.P.l::&'i. THllEE 

THE JJATURE OF ITS lOlq' Ul RELIGIOUS E.XPERIENCE 

A. Introduction. 

Chapter one of the present st'..:tdy set forth that which 

constitutes the religious experience of tr£ middle adolescent and 

v~s followed in chapter two by a detailed consideration of group 

worship as one -phase of that experience. This consideration reveal­

ed that a variet,y of materials may be used in a worship service 

and that such mat~rials, when effectively used, bear fruit in the 

lives of worshippers. !'rom this foundational investigation, one 

c.wr.es now to the pivotal point about which the present stucy turns, 

an.• inquiry into the nature of poet:r<J and its function in religious 

Poetry is thus singled out from other worship materials 

not because it is the only means by which seniors worship nor 

because it is necessarily the most important means but because 

it is one of the w~s by Which they worship and is the chief con­

cern of the present investiglttion. That poetr-;J is sifnificant 

in group worship has been indicated. It will be the purpose of 

this chapter, therefore, to show further wby it is important and 

how it funo t ions in religious exper ienoe. Both the inrportanoe of 

poetry and its function are best understood by exploring its nature, 

-52-
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and it is this task with ~nich the investigator must deal first. 

Furthermore, it is clear that in this discussion poet.r-.,y is bei.ng 

considered in its relationship to the adolescent in worship. 

1U though wide reading r.as been done in the vast 

field of poetry, only such facts as are pertinent to the present 

problem will be presented. Obviously the approach to poetr.y tP.at 

seeks to evaluate it as a literary type is different from that 

which seeks to evaluate it as worship material. It is the latter 

approachwhich the present chapter attempts to make; and, in so doing, 

the chapter will answer the following question: (1) Of what does the 

nature of poet:F.,y consist? (2) \fllat is there in the nature of poetey 

that makes it particularly appropriate for middle adolescents? 

(3} What are its chief values in the religious experience of middle 

adolescents? 

B. Definition of Poetry • 

Before one seeks to investigate the value of poetry 

in religious experience, he finds it necessary to decide what is 

meant by the term poetry. The word is so broad in its scope that 

allows tt~ definitions; and, indeed, even among literary 

authorities there is great divergence of opinion as to the correct 

meaning of it. Neihardt goes back to the Greek word meaning 

"to bring to pass, to bring about, to creat" and says a thing is 

poetic if it indicates that the creator during his mood of production 

ulost his ha.bi tual self and his familiar standardized world. in a 
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fiash o:f the 'Wider regard. ul This de:fini tion is much like that 

given by Phillips BrookS in one of his famous lectures. He, too, 

takes into consideration the derivation o:f the word and defines 

the poet as "the man who makes somethingt• and poetry as *'the great 

:making-power."2 In the same address he states that "poetry is 

the sense of beauty", and adds, "this poet-power, this creator-

power of making a world o:f beauty in the soul out of the beauty 

of the earth outs1de,"3 'is one o:f the ~lues of poetry. In thus 

defining the term, Brooks touches vi tally upon one o:f the important 

:functions of ~oetry which will be discussed more fully later in 

this chapter. 

Another significant definition of poetry is that 

given by Ar.rtj' Lowell whEm she sqs, "It is the height and <;Ulintessenoe 

of emotion, of every sort of emotion. But it is alwqs somebody 

feeling something at white heat ••• "4 This definition is help:f."ul 

because of the light it throws on the natu.re of poetry. Still 

another description of the term, like the one given above, indicates 

something of the na. ture of poetry and declares it "is an art whose 

medium is s;poken l~, language used in such a fashion that 

the sound is of very great importance as well as the sense.J'5 

A comprehensive answer to the question "'N"na. t is 

• • • • • • 

1. Neihardt, John G.: Poetic Values - Their Reality and Our Need 
of Them, pp. 98, 99. 

2. Brooks, l?hill ips: Essey-s and Addresses, P• 238. 
3. Ibid., P• 240. 
4. LOvv"ell, .A1riQ: Poetry and Poets, P• 4. 
5. Chilton, l!ileanor Carroll and Agar, Herbert: The Gumen t of 

praise - The necessit¥ for Poetry, p. a. 
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poetry?" is given by Stedman, who, beginning with Plato, sets dawn 

definitions stated by various individuals in all periods of histor;v. 1 

These definitions reveal a striking variation in point of emphasis. 

Stedman then gives his own definition: 

npoetry is r}\Vtl:mlical, imaginative language, expressing the 
invention, taste, thought, passion, and insight of the hUll'lall 
soul."2 

The present study will proceed on. the basis of this latter definition, 

which not only defines but also epitomi'Zes the whole nature of 

poetry and in a sense synthesizes all the definitions. In the 

section that immediately follows a more detailed analysis of its 

na~re will be presented. 

c. The Nature of Poetry in Relation to the 
Religious Na.~e of Kiddle Adolescents. 

1. The Element pf Emotion in Poetry. 

BOre than one of the definitions given above pointed 

out the indispeusabili t,y of emotion in poetry. This opinion is held 

likewise by Presoott, Who, in emphasizing the necessi t,y for reading 

poetry aloud, affirms that •'behind the voice there must first be 

poetic processes - Of feeling and imagination- in the reader's 

mind. 113 MOreover, he declares that •tpoetic though\ is al'Wal's 

emotional" and that a poem is understood only when the reader feels 

his~ into the mind of the poet.4 It appears, then, that the 

• • • • •• 
1. Ct. Stedman, Edmmld Clarence: The Nature and Elements of Poetry, 

PP• S - 27. 
2. Ibid., P• 44. 
3. Prescott, Frederick Clarke: Poetry and ~th, p. 2. 
4. Of. Ibid., P• 3. 
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empathetic regard is necessary tor the appreciation ot a poem as 

well as tor its oreation.1 Still fUrther emphasis is given the 

feeling element by Chilton who speaks of poetic words being 

"so inextricably provoked by and provocative of emotion and 
thought, all rising together from the depths o£ experience, 
that it would be impossible for any one, even the poe~ who 
uttered them, to sa;g which preceded which, ••• n2 

Such sta~ents as these just cited are corroborated further by 

Stedman's assertion that "feeling is the excitant of genuine 

poetry" a:nd that "the poet's nature, 'all touch, all eye, all ear', 

exalted to a creative pitch, becoims ~motiqn§l."3 Elsewhere this 

wri tar speaks of poetry as ''uttered amotion•• and of the impassioned 

tone as a mark of really great poetry.4 it is evident that there is 

rather widespread agreement on the importance of the emotional or 

feeling element, inherent in the very nature of poetry. 

It is this feeling quality which makes poetry appeal 

&o strongly to adolescents. Reference has been made previously in 

the present study to the adolescent's emotional developmm. t and to 

the significance Of this in his religious e.Jqlerienoe.5 With his 

enlarged capacity to feel and to feel deeply, the senior responds 

enthusiastically to a lyric that stirs within him a sense of fellow­

ship with God and ft.JJ: ::him ''makes the whole world kin. n6 "~his 

quickening of the senses aud perceptions not to airy nothings, but 

• • • • • • 

1. Of. Neihardt, op. cit., PP• 96 - 98. 
2. Chilton, op. cit., P• 45. 
3. Stedman, op. cit., P• 49. 
4. Of. Ibid., P• 262. 
5. See a:n te, P• 14. 
6. Of. Stedman, op. cit., P• 264. 
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to miraoulous realities • • • nl is the very thing that makes poetry 

valuable in worship for teen age youth. No one will say religious 

experience, even that phase called worship, is all feeling; yet 

all students of the psychology of religion aver t1'1.a.t the emotional 

element looms large, pa.rticmlarly in the experience of the middle 

adolescent.2 Thus through the use ot poetry in a worship service, 

ideas and ideals are made comprehensible ''in terll'B of human feeling 

and interest; tt and the young person comes from such an experience 

charged with spiritual power.3 It is evident that emotion is 'basic 

not only to the nature of poetry but also to its ·appeal to the senior 

and to its effectiveness as a means of worship. 

2. !he Element of Imagination in Poetry. 

Closely associated with emotion in poetic creation 

and in its s ign!fi canoe as a fundamental el 8!119n t of poe try is 

imagination. This fact is graphically expressed by Stedman: 

"• •• whether passion or imagination be first aroused, they speed 

together like the wind-sired horses of Achilles. n4 This same 

author a.ls o remrks: ttThe sovereign Of' the arts is the imagination, 

by whose aid man makes eveey leap forwa.rd."5 The ima.ginati ve 

power of' the poet enables him to see what others do not see and to 

• • • • • • 

1. Noyes, Alfred in The Obligation of Universities to the Social 
Order, P• 354. 

2. Of'. HiOkman, Frank s.: Introduction to the Psychology of' 
Religion, PP• 211, 212. 

3. Of'. Noyes, op. cit., p. 351. 
4. Stedman, op. oit., P• 262. 
5. Ibid., P• 5. 
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hear What others do not heu. 

''Other men have length and height, but he ba.s also depth; 
and that new world of the imagination through the nwstery of 
the poem becomes strangely near and intimate: to the reader,*' 

as Shillito affirms.l Moreover, Prescott declares that imagination 

is a "~ ~ ,rum, and its presence or absence a true test of 

poetry."2 In addition to this, he calls it the "eye of the mind" 

by means of which the poet is gifted with a kind of "second sighttt 
' 

and sees, through a.ll the commonplaceness of routine existence, 

an ideal lite.3 This element of imagination, inseparably bound up 

in the natur~ of poetry, ~be of two types: (1) the reproductive, 

that recalls to the mind actual images; and (2} the productive, 

that remakes and combines actual images so as to form new ones, 

ideal ones.4 In a,r.w case, imagination is a "seeing into" things 

and is a vital quality in tru.e poetry. 

Here again, as with emotion, is an element that 

finds its counterpart de~ly ingrained in the adolescent's nature. 

Although it is customary to think of childhood as the imaginative 

time of lite, Tracy s~s that "at no other time in life does 

it {imagination) show such buoyancy and such virility, as in the 

period of a.dolescenoe."5 This exuberance and fertility of 

imagination is most conspicuous in the middle adolescent period, 

• • • • •• 

1. Shillito, Edward: Poetry and Preyer, P• a. 
2. Prescott, Frederick Clarke: The Poetic Mind, P• 140. 
3. Of. Prescott, Frederick Clarke: The Poetic Mind, P• 139. See 

also Stedman: op. cit., pp. 229 - 231. 
4. Ct. Prescott: Ibid., P• 145. See also »eihardt, op. cit., 

PP• 97, 98. 
5. Traqy, FrederiCk: The Psychology of Adolescence, P• 90. 
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dur hlg which time the imagery o£ the senior gradually becomes more 

and more rational and intelligible.1 If Chilton is right in saying 

"a man can only view lite spiritually in so ta:r as his intellect 
2 

and his imagination and his emotions are ~ious allies", then 

truly poetry, through. the power o£ its inherent na. ture, can be a 

~amic force in worship;fOr, combining as it does intellect, 

imagination, and emotion, it reaches the senior's inner being and 

enables him to "view life spiritually."3 SUch a viewing ot life is, 

in a sense, the consummation of worship. It is clear, therefore, 

that the imaginative qu.ality of poetry is one Of the chief causes 

tor the adolescent's interest in verse and one of the most telling 

reasons fqr its value in worship. 

It must be understood, however, that an imaginative poem 

is not the result of soma individual •s vagrant fancies and eccentric 

d.a1 dreams. On the contra:ry, the imaginative power of' the 11 teraey 

a:rtist is in no wgg opposed to reaJ.H~V· Rather, as was shown. above, 

the poet is the one who sees into the hea:rt of common, eveey d.S\9' 

things a.nd, seing truthfUlly as well as i:ma.ginatively, enables 

others to see aright. !ruth, then, is a third a.nd essential element 

of' genuine poetry. 

3. The Element of Truth in Poetry. 

ADf Lowell in speaking of the indispensables of poetry 

•••••• 

1. Traqy, op. cit., PP• 90, 91. 
2. C£. Chilton, Eleanor Carroll and Agar, Herbert: The Garment of' 

Praise - The necessi~ for Poetry, p. 13. 
3. C:t. Ibid., P• 13. 
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s~s, "fhe true test of poetey is sineeriv and vitality ••• 

It is nothing in the world but the soul of a. man as it really is.nl 

And again, "Every form is proper to poetry so long as 1 t is the 

sincere e::x;pression of a. man •s thought.r•2 What this writer is 

really sqing is that poetry must be true. Clan it be true and 

imaginative at the same time? asks the investigator. Chilton 

answers this question conelusi vely by showing that poets;. have al'Wa\YS 

meant by reality not the world of the matter-of-fact, not the world 

with its pseudo-scientific data, proved tod~ and disproved 

tomorrow, but_ the world of the spirit, the perdurable world of the 

eternal verities.3 lndeed, as Chilton declares: 

"Poetry affirms that reali t,y and truth are to be fou.n.d. in 
the sphere of the ideal, of the creative imagination, and 
that there is not only no necessity, but no excuse, for con­
finiD& ourselTes .to the realm of p~sica.l fact. 114 

W.ss Chilton does not intend to suggest that the poet is hostile 

to scientific truth, as she clearly indicates in her subsequent 

discussion of the matter.5 What She does emphasize, however, is 

the. t the poet 'With his love of the visible world and w1 th his 

power to imagine creatively can get at the truth of the real and 

the unseen in a w~ not possible to the mere scientist.6 This 

same idea is expressed by Prescott, Who shows that the scientist 

succeeds rather than precedes the poet.7 Moreover, this writer 

• • • • • • 

l. Lowell, Am:/: Poetry and Poets, P• 6. 
2. Ibid., P• 7. 
3. Of. Ohil ton and Agar, op. oi t. , P• 3. 
4. Ibid., P• 4. 
5. Of. Ibid., PP• 4 - 6. 
6. Of. Ibid., PP• 6 - s. 
7. Of. Prescott: The Poetic Mind, P• 84. 
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explains that the Hebrews, the Greeks, the Hindoos, the saints of 

the Middle Ages, and other contemplative peoples grasped truth and 

contributed to the world a great store Of religious knowledge 

which later was ~stematized as theology.1 As Prescott suggests, 

this is the usual process. The :poet, by means of imagination, a 

kind of intnition, and revelation, sees into things and seizes 

upon the truth therein. Later comes the scientist who examines 

and tests all things and -who finally pronoun.ces as true this or 

that thing; bu.t all the time the poet knows what is true. 2 Poetic 

truth, however, must not be contused with cold scientific facts, 

for the truth of every art is that "of D.Flture 's aapabili ties, seen 

by :man's imagination, captured by the human hand, expressed a.:nd 

illumined when cur Creator, intrustiDg his own want to us, bids us 

test its power ourselves. n3 The poet of imagination, therefore, 

ttreads without effort the truth of things, tt invisible things 

per haps but none the lass real. 4 

This content of truth in poetry, as well as the 

emotional and imaginative content, calls forth from middle adolescents 

an immediate response. Quick to discern hypocrisy, the senior 

tnrns instantly f'rom any work of' art that to him seems to give a 

distorted view of life or to present only half-truths; but with 

equal alacrity he reoei vas that poem whicl:l bears the mark of sincerity. 

• • •••• 

1. Of. Prescott: The Poetic Mind, 1?• 83. 
2. Of. Ibid., PP• 62 - 85. 
3. Stedman, Edmund Clarence: The liature and Elements of' Poetry,· 

P• 202. 
4. Ct. Ibid., PP• 166, 189. 
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When a poet, in earnestness of spirit and in faithtu.lness to his art, 

gives a t~e transcript of life and nature as he sees them, he 

makes it possible for teen age youths to perceive the reality of 

the things of the spirit. Poetry of this type is of inestimable 

value in the religious experience of adolescents. 

Though truth, imagination, and emotion have been 

discussed as separate elements of poetry, they are closely bound 

together and are a part of the very nature of poetry. Still another 

qu~ity, closely associated with the three elements treated above 

and particularly joined to truth, is beauty. 

4. The Element of Beauty in Poetry. 

Such is the affinity of truth and beauty that some 

authors use the terms synonymously. Keats, for instance;, in lines 

familiar to all, sqs: "Beauty is truth, truth beauty, ••• ttl 

Emerson, likewise, feels the two are inseparably united. In his 

poem "Eaah and Allu, he tells of going out to seek truth: 

!'I covet truth; 
.Beauty is unripe childhoOd •s cheat; 
I leave it behind with the games of youth.u2 

From his search, however, a search that takes him forth into nature, 

he is led finally to say: 

".Beauty through !ff3 senses stole; 
I yielded lt\VSelf to the perfect whole. 113 

So, he, like Keats, finds beau~ and truth cannot be dissociated. 

• • • • • • 

1. Keats, John: "Ode on a Grecian Urn". 
2. Emerson, Ralph Waldo; nEach and All". 
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On the neaessi't1 of beauty' in poetr.Y, Poe speaks with great con­

viction v.hen he defines poetry as "the rhythmic creation of beauty'. ,.l 

So important does Sted:lnan consider beau-cy that he 

discusses it first in his treatment of the various elements. 

]~thermore, he makes the striking statement that "if concrete 

beaut1 is not the greatest thing in poetry it is the one indispens-

able • • ."2 If he is correct, one inquires t.ben as to what is 

meant by poetic beauty. Stedman gives a helpful treatment of this 

subject, mentioning first "beauty of construction.n3 \mat this term 

itqplies is best indicates by the epigram: "It (the poem) is read 

with the ear; it is written with the voice; it is heard with the 

eye."4 He further characterizes poetic beaucy by the following 

words: simplicity, naturalness, correct selection and use of details, 

quality, charm, and evanescence. 5 With all these, there is· yet 

one needful thing; for, Sf13 s '.: S,t.adman , 

"the vox humana must be heard .••• the most refined and 
artistic verse is cold and forceless without it. A soulless 
poem is a stained-glass window with the light shining on 
and not through.. 110 

One mey agree that beauty of the type described 

above is fundamental to the nature of poetq but may hesitate to 

• • • • •• 

1. Poe, ~ Alltm in Good Reading for High Schools - Ameriotm 
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admit that this beauty· has anything to do with the appeal Of the 

poem to a youth. Do adolescents have an appreciation for beauty? 

Previously in this invest1gation9 the aesthetic development of the 

adolescent has been considered.1 This stud;y revealed that teen-

age youths had not only a genuine appreciation for all beautifUl 

forms of nature and art but also a yearning tor ideal beauty. 

Poetry 9 therefore, that embodies even a partial and limited ex-

pression of perfect beauty meets one or the signal needs in the 

senior's lite. In addition to this, suCh poetry ~ be of eminent 

value in the religious experience of young people, especially in 

worship; for it~ enable them to see in Christ all excellences, 

even perfect beaut.)'. 

5. The Element o:f' Rhythm in Poetry. 

One other element, essential to·the nature o:f' poetry, 

must be considered, namely, reythm. This is so widely recognized 

as a part of poetry and so generally understood that it need only 

be treated briefly here. Prescott explains that poetic passion is 

a form of energy and that napparently all eaergy ••• comes not 

constantly, but in recurrent movements, or waves, - in other words, 

rhfthmdcally."2 He fUrther states that strong and unrestrained 

emoti.on inevitably expresses 1 tself' reythmically and that poetry, as 

an emotional expression, thus has rhythm.3 Moreover, this authOr 

• • • • •• 

1. See ante, PP• 11, 29. Ct. Tracy, Frederick: The Psychology 
ot Adolescence, p. 159. 

2. Prescott, FrederiCk Clarke: The Poetic Mind, P• 241. 
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avows tha.t it is one of the mi:ra.eles of language that both a wri ter•s 

thought and his feelil'lg can be carried - perhaps across ~ 

centuries - and can arouse sL"'llilar thow_,hts and feelings within 

the rea.der.l !he real poet, according to Stedman, is the one, who 

is born with this gift of r:tzy-thm;2 but, as Prescott suggests, 

paets (except such strongly individual ones as Whitman) restrain 

and modify this natural gift through "regard for tradition and 

conventions of the poetic style. 113 Nevertheless, however modified 

and restrained, rhythm is al'Wa\rs present in real poetry. 

_ lor all the elements discussed .above, some relation-

ship to the adolescent's nature has been pointed out and in each 

oase emphasis has been placed on the abilit¥ of' poetry to function 

in religious experience. At this point, one m8f ask: Is the 

rhythm of a poem in any Wa::f responsible for the senior •s response 

to verse? Is there a:cy ·congruity between rb1thm and worship? 

Affirmative answers must be given to both these questions. The 

middle adolescent with his feelings at concert pitch responds with 

all the f'ull harmoizy" of' his being to the vibrant rhythmic touch 

of' poetr,r. If' a poem carries a spiritual tone, and Chilton s~s 

poetry is the true language of the spirit, 4 then obviously it has 

a real value in religious e:x;perience. Especially in worship is the 

rhythmic quality of poetry significant. Underhill points out the 

•••••• 

1. Of. Prescott: The Poetic Mind, P• 241. · 
2. Of. Stedman, op. cit,, P• 53. 
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necessity for man's religious action being rhytrumicl and adds that 

"ritual weaves speeoh, gesture, rl':l¥thm and agreed ceremonial 
into the worshipping action of man; and thus at its best ca.n 
unite his physical, mental, and emotional being in a single 
response to the Unseen."2 

So poetry, uniting rhythm, beauty, truth, imagination, and emotion 

touches all the adolescent's tentacles of awareness and thus helps 

the senior to see in all things and through all things the permanent 

spiritual values. 

If, then, the nature of poetry is in part that which 

has been suggested above, one can sey w1 th Chilton: 

••I believe that poetry is the highest possible expression 
of the individual soul in its attempt to live tully, intensely 
and w1 th integrity in a perplexing world; that ideally it is 
an effort to phrase 11\Y'Steries which have never yet been 
}lhrased iO exactly that our. reason ~ embrace them, and that 
~ effort to do this, however, inadequate, is closer to real 
poetry than any facile success in the superficial subjects, 
however clever or momentarily begu.iling.u3 

How such poetry may function in religious experience mu.st now 

be indicated. 

D. ~he Functions ~f Poetry in Religi·ous Elr;perience. 

In the investigation of the nature of poetry 

presented above, a number of functional values were noted. The 

purpose of this section is to treat somewhat more in detail certain 

of these. No attempt will be made to consider all the possible 

functions of poetry in religious experience. However, the principal 

• • • • • • 
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ones Will be dealt with, particularly those of greatest significance 

to adolescents. It is well at the outset to let the senior speak 

for himself concerning values he finds in poetry. The ''English 

Journaln gives the results of a questionnaire which tested groups 

ot high school students to determine their attitudes toward 

poetry. This testing proved conclusively that seniors do like 

poetry. Moreover, such statements as the following were made by 

these young people: 

"Poetry often expresses ~ own ideas of life and human nature." 
''Poetry sets me thinking about conditions • ., 
"Poetry broadens !'11'J views of lite." 
1•Na ture poems appeal to me." 

.And, adds the investigator who reported these tindiiQgS", ~ugh po~try 

these 

'~oung readers may be led into a fUller understanding of 
human relationships and a deeper love for beauty in ~ 
forms. So may they receive their birthright of thought, of 
imagination, and of speech; and so ~ they, perhaps, learn 
the joy of creation. ttl 

While such statements as these do not expressly 

reveal the value of poetry in religious experience, they are at 

least suggestive. and helpful; for certainly poetry cOUld have 

little or no value for adolescents if it were disliked by them. 

Furthermore, the young person who wrote that "nature poems appeal 

to me" touched upon one of the values of definite religious 

significance. 

• • • • • • 
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1. ~o reveal God in Nature. 

Helping adolescents to see God in nature is one of 

the :t'tmctions of poetry and is so recognized by Phillips BrookS, 

who S9¥S there is no doubt but that Christian poetry has opened 

man's eyes to nature. Once, BrookS declares, nature "was pretcy, 

now she is .h.2l..i,."1 One of the remarkable powers of poetry is that, 

through showing the holiness of nature's beau. ty, it rtJ83' lead 

one to see anew the radiant beauty of the Holy Creator. lfhis 

thought is strikingly expressed by Shilli to in the following words: 

"lfhe Il'IBll who ends his reading· of Job anywhere but at the 
feet of God, has not mastered its meaning, or heard its call. 
And if the poets of the Old and liew Testaments do this with 
supreme power, there nmst be something of the same priestly 
office,· exercised by all poets, who take us with them throu.g'b. 
the fields of the earth. "2 

• 
The nature lyrics of the Psalms, presenting as they do a God not 

only of beau.ty but also of power, majesty, a:od transcendence, are 

superb worship materials •. Poetry, then, "!Dt3¥ reveal to young people 

nature as it really is and in so doing may enlarge and enrich the 

concept of God. 

. 2. To Provide a rrwtder Awareness'•. 

Ot greater s~ifieance for the adolescent than the 

revealing of nature is that function of poetry which expands his 

horizon. The teen-age youth, inclined toward introspection and 

self-consciousness, needs poetry, the technique of which, like the 

1. BrookS, Phillips: 
2. Shillito, Edward: 

• • • • • • 

Essays and Addresses, P• 244. 
Poetry and Pr~er, P• 38. 
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technique of all the arts, is "to set the general above the pa.rtioular, 

to emphasize the larger relations, to marge the heedful self in the 

whole.nl Neihardt fUrther explains that all great poetry is generic, 

that the sense of' individuality dies out, and that the universal is 

substituted tor the partioular. 2 Alfred Noyes voices the same opinion 

when he affirms that the arts an.d literature "help us to reintegrate 

our world after the specialist has dissected it.*'3 Moreover, he de-

cla.res that the world of literature is a world where higher values 

take their proper place, where, (after the analyses of science) "the 

spirit begins once more to see all things in one," a world "resting 

on that .Being whom 'old-fashioned people' called God."4 If poetry 

can. give a "wider awareness" and can enable an adolescent to sense a 

unity within himself as well as in the universe, it thereby renders 

a great service to the senior's religious lite. 

3. To Administer Healing. 

Another function of poetry, and one frequently over-

looked, is its power to heal. :Ma~ yo'Ullg people, emerging from the 

period of "storm and stresstt; passing perhaps into a cataclysmic 

conversion experience, end then entering into a time of religious 

doubts, are the victims of terrific agon:y of mind and spirit. In 

increasing numbers, these maladjusted yo1J.ths are trying all types 

of remedies to relieve their minds of dark and troublous fancies. 

• • • • • • 

1. Neihardt, John G.: Poetic Values-Their Realitw and Our Need 
of Them, P• 105. 

2. C£. Ibid., P• 114. 
3. Noyes, Alfred in The Obligation of Universities to the Social 

Order, P• 353. 
4. Cf'. Ibid., PP• 354, 355. 
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Prescott declares psychopathologists have found a cure for such 

cases, the method being to secure a "complete expression, confession, 

and clearing up of the repressed desires and emotions.nl Often, 

however, the adolescent's difficulty arises from the inabilicy to 

express what he :feels. Here poetry steps in and, unlike the 

doctor in Macbeth, can 

"• •• minister to a mind diseased, 
Pluck :from the memory a rooted sorr~v, 
Raze ~t the written troubles of the brain 
.And w:i. th a sweet oblivious antidote 
Cleanse the stuff'd bosom of that perilous stuff 
Which weighs upon the heart.n2 

~he poetry of the Scriptures may be a curative agent 

of highest value in relieving morbid emotional and mental states 

in young people and in giving a wholesome attitude, inner peace, 

and an integration of personal1~.3 

4. To Penetrate the Doubts of a Scientific Age • 

Still again, the investigator discovers another value 

of a somewhat different cype, that of answering the questions of a 

scientific age. High school young people, trained to examine 

everything scientifically and to evaluate on the basis Of the 

measuring rod and test tube, often come to think of life only in 

terms Of material values. Furthermore, a.s a result of the study 

of science, such young people frequently ask: "Is the Bible valid?" 

"Is there a God?" ••Is the soul immortal?" For all such questionings 

• • • • • • 

1. Prescott, FrederiCk Charke: The Poetic Mind, P• 276. 
2. Shakespeare, William: Dl.obeth. 
3. Of. Prescott: The Poetic Mind, pp. 276, 277. 
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of' i!Outh, poetey bas an answer. It comes to adolescents by Wa::J 

of' the emotions and, awakening and quickening all the sensibilities, 

discloses the abiding values of lite.1 

In a superb fashion does the poetry of that great 

Christian poet Robert Broming meet the needs of an age that seems 

to feel there is a conflict be~Neen science and religion. 

Dr. Berdoe speaks of l!rowning as 

*'• •• one of our greatest spiritual path-makers and Alp­
tunnellers ••• Those of us who have been down with the miners 
know how ma;ny obstacles Browning has cleared away; those who 
have worked under his orders, know how firm and straight is 
the roa.dWS\9" he bas constructed. lilot only has he established 
a modus vivendi between science and religion, but he has 
demonstrated that the one is the complement of the other. 
He has mde scientific religion an acconu>lishad fact. u2 

Such statements as this reveal the fact that poetYil' ~ function 

as a means of dispelling scientific doubts by making translucent 

things mterial so that the reality inherent is glimpsed • 

5. To Prepare for and Lead into Preyer. 

Not only does poetr-.r quiet one's doubts and heal 

one's mind but also it ministers constructively to the deepest 

spiritual needs. Born in ever.y human being is the desire to pray, 

and poetry me, be the aeans by which this spiritual exercise is 

best accomplished. Edward Shillito, in his book :Poetrx ~ Pra..yer, 

discusses in a clear and comprehensive w~ the relationship of 

poetry to "the heart of worship'1 • He indicates, among other things, 

that poetry can b:Lting a person to the place of adoration, and indeed 

• • • • • • 

1. Of. Noyes, Alfred, op. cit., pp. 313, 374. 
2. B&rdoe, Edward: Browning and the Christian l!,aith, p. x:vH. 
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can be the medium thrO'l.lgb. mioh his adoration is expressed. 

••The poet 'JJ113:3 help us to adore not least by rescming us :f'rom 
the Infinite, and showing to us a God Wno is forever near, 
signalling to us in all things.nl 

On the other hand, poetry mau be a medium of oon:f'ession, 

as Shill1to points out When he declares that a person completing 

the reading of Oth§J:&o and going to prqer feels like crying out: 

ttGod be merciful to me a. sinner."2 As in the case of Othello, 

poetry otten takes the reader "to the utmost limit of the path 

along which we have taken the first ste:p'£3 Thus does poetry prepare 

for confession and through such a lJrio a.s the fi:f't,y-:f'irst Psalm 

lead in confess ion. Moreoever, poetry ~ make dEar tor young 

people the meaning of real intercession. Browning's .§&!,·for 

instance, powerfUlly manifests love as the secret of intercession, 

while PiRPi Passeg shows true intercession to be "one ln.unan being 

entering with love and longing into other lives, and lifting them 

into the light or GOd.u4 

6. To Effect Creative Personality. 

Preparing tor prqer, answering doubts, healing 

the mind, enlarging horizons, revealing God in nature, - all these 

functions, and more, does poetry perform. One other value, 

previously suggested, must be named a.ga.in, the value of poetry 

as a "maker" or "creator".s Truly poetry is a force that may 

• • • • •• 
1. Shill! to, Edward: Poetry and Praver, P• 40. 
2. Of. Ibid., P• 50 • 
3. or. Ibid., P• 62. 
4. Of. Ibid., P• 67,- 76. 
5. cr. :BrookS, Phillips: Essqs and Addresses, PP• 238, 239, 
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produce a profound change in an individual.l Prescott draws an 

interesting analO&f between poetry and play and affirms that just 

as a child learns the traditional lessons of the race through 

plq' so 

*'in poetry the poet and the reader learn the saJ"OO lessons 
in muoh the same w;;w • • • 'l!he poet thus secures our spiritual 
inheritance ••• 'l!he poet is al~s present at the birth of 
ideas and in a broad sense is rightly named a maker or 
creator.''2 

"'l!he poetic dream and creation, rr continues Prescott, ttare our 

. nearest approach to the 'vision and faaul cy divine '";3 and, there-

fore, are preeminently significant in religious experience. 

E • SU!mnary • 

Proceeding from a stuQJ of the religious experience 

of adolescents, the investigator has considered one phase of that 

experience, namely, worship. Various materials, situations, 

characteristics, and values have been investigated. The present 

Chapter, taking but one of the worship materials, poetry, for 

examination, has attempted to define it as the imaginative and 

rhythmic expression of the thought, the feeling, or the deep in­

sight of the human soul.4 Furthermore, the nature of poetry has 

been revealed through the treatment of the five fundamental elements: 

emotion, imagination, truth, beauty, and rhythm. Moreover this 

chapter has indicated that poetry mar have at least six out-

• • • • •• 

1. Cf. Neiha.rdt, op. cit., P• 116. 
2. Prescott, ~he Poetic Mind, P• 291. 
3. Ibid., P• 296. 
4. C£. Ante, P• 55. 
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standing functions in religious experience. It mey- open one's 

eyes to see God in :na.'t:tlre, it mti.\V expand one's horizon, it may 

heal a distraught mind, it ~ vanquish doubts, it may lead a soul 

to GOd in pr~er, and it mti.\V release all one's potential creative 

abilities. The entire fore-going discussion has revealed the 

remarkable appropriateness of the use of poetr.y in worship services 

because o'f the nature not only of poetey and worship but also of 

adolescents themselves. Whether poetry is being used generally 

in all the fnlness of its varied possibilities is another matter. 

The next chapter will :'l'epo.rt an investigation into actual, present­

clay uses ot poetr.y in worship • 
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AN INVESTIGATION Ol? THE USES Ol? 
PelmRY Dl WORSHIP SERVICES 

FOR THE MIDDLE ADQLESCENT 

A. Introduction 

Having analyzed the religious experience of middle 

adolescents, having studied particm.larly the nature of worship and 

its f'u.notion in that experience, and having examined the nature of 

poet:ey and its value in the religious experience of the senior, one 

comes now in this chapter to the heart o:t the problem w1 th which the 

present investigation is concerned. The purpose of this ohapter, 

therefore, is to set forth an analysis of the present use of poetry 

in senior worship services. This analysis will be presented by 

means of oharts, preceded by an explanation of the method of survey 

and followed by an interpretation of the stgnificant findings. 

The first step in the survey has consisted of a pre-

liminary examination of various worship sources and has revealed 

four distinct types of materials: (l) magazines, suah as the Inter­

national Journal of Religious Education; (2) books giving services 

for a Whole year, suoh as Stacy's Worship for Yoll,ta, Volume II; 

{3) hymnals including worship suggestions, like The Ohuroh School -
books, such as Athearn •s Ojristicm Worship 1.Sn: Amerioan Youth, w.hioh 

-76-
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include examples of various types of services. These four books and 

the International Journal of Religious .Education have been selected, 

therefore, for special consideration because the,f seem to represent 

the chief types of materials available for adolescent worship services. 

Other books have been e:xa.rnined but are not included in the detailed 

analysis because their contributions to the present stuey appear to 

be negligible. For e:x:a.nwle, ~ 9Mest J.9.:G. ..!l.Qg. Through Worship by 

Philip Henry Lotz, containing services for a. year, includes ma:n.y 

poems; but, since the book is designed for the entire church sanool 

and not principally for seniors, it is not included in the survey. 

Moreoever, the materials put out by one of the leading denominations 

have bean examined; but the worship suggestions apPeared too vague 

to be of any real value in the present stu~. Thus it is evident 

that the ~ooks chosen for careful examination represent fairly the 

kind Of worship programs in which seniors today participate. 

The worship services in the International Journal 

Of Religious Education have been selected for particular study be­

cause of their great importance in the field of Christian education. 

The .importance is due in a. large measure to the fact that the 

Council represents forty-one Protestant denominations and twent,y­

eight state councils of religious education in North America.. 

Moreover, the worship services and suggestions for the various 

divisions of the church school, presented in each issue of the 

magazine, are produots ol;' superior writers, 'Who are thorougr.ly 

acquainted with the best trends in Christian eeuoa.tion. All the 

services for the senior-young people's division for the year 1937 
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have been studied, and the analysis of the use of the poetry p1•esent 

in these services is given in the following section of this chapter. 

Stacy's Worship for Youth, Volume II is included in 

the group of bOoks for detailed analysis because it is a type of 

material wide~ used by Christian leaders. The book contains fifty­

two worship services which have been carefully studied and are re­

ported in the charts in the section which follows. 

The two hymnals named above have been thoroughly 

examined, and the worship services included in them have been 

analyzed. These hymnals present significant source materials, for 

they are extensively used by ma.ny of the leading denomin.a ti ons and 

are planned to meet adolescent worship needs. Indeed, the editor 

of l,b&. Ohuroh School eymhal .:B. Y<m1(h declares the ey:mna.l is "a book 

of worship" and is ngraded to their (Intermediates, Seniors, and 

Young People) moral and religious needs and des~ed to voice and 

express their aspirations; inspire and enrich their communion with 

GOd; vitalize and deepen their fellowship with Jesus Christ. ttl 

In the light Of this expressed pu.rpose, it is of especial interest 

to discover the use of poetry in the services offered as model 

programs of worship. 

Finally, Athearn's book has been chosen for investi­

gation because it is one of the most comprehensive treatments of 

worship and is written not only for leaders but for young people as 

well. MoreO'fel!', the twenty-three services included in Part III of 

• • • • • • 

l. Laufer, Oa.lvin w., Editor: !!!he Church School Hymnal for Youth, P• iii. 
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the book are planned particularly for the senior age. as is indicated 

by the following statement: 

·~o the host of high-school-age boys and girls w1. th whom I have 
worked out the instructional material and the services of wor­
ship I express rey sincere thanks and acknowledge a spiritual 
comradeship. nl 

The war in which Miss Athearn uses poetry is, there-

fore, of decided consequence to the present investigation. 

If, then, the s~ion of the materials for analysis 

has comprised the first step in the survey of the use of poetry, the 

second step has involved a. thorou..g:h study of the books chosen. In 

order 'to record graphically and comprehensively the use of poetry in 

worship services, charts have been prepared giving the names of 

poems employed. Whenever no title was given, the first line, or a 

portion of it, has been placed on the chart and enclosed in quotation 

marks. Since the name of a poem in a givett service has significance 

only when the poem is seen in 1 ts setting, the themes of the various 

services have likewise been included in the ch~ts. 

In addition to this, it has seemed helpful to list 

the authors in order to discover whether or not the poetr,v of certain 

individuals appears especially suitable for worship and whether or 

not the peetey of any particular age or period is preeminently 

valuable as worship material. 

Likewise. it has seemed necessary to record the 

number of lines of poetry included in a given service since the mere 

• • • • • • 

1. Athearn, Laura Armstrong: Christian Worship for .American Youth, 
.P• i:x:. 



• 

-ao-

naming of a poem does not reveal the extent of 1 ts use. 

The concluding columns of the charts indicate the 

place in a service where the poem occurs, or the relationship Of the 

poem to other materials 1n the service, and the method of use, or 

the £unction which the poem performs. ~very effort has been made to 

analy1e the worship services fairly and to ascertain, i£ possible, 

what function tor the poems was in the mind of the persons who pre­

pared the programs. If, however, no definite function was at once 

evident, this was indicated· by the word "indeterminate''. Moreover, in 

recording the function o£ a poem in a given service, the investigator 

has had 1n mind the values ot worship and the values Of poetry which 

were brought out in chapters two and. three ot the present study and, 

oonsequ,ently, has used such terminology as will tend to show a 

synthesis of the ~oing findings. 

The charts worked out in the light of the above 

discussion now follow • 



B. A Survey of .Poetr.f In Representative ·vvorship Services for Middle .Adolescentd'x,l 

1. International Journal of Religious Education for 1937 • 

For Februal'J: Forgive 
Us Our Trespasses 

.POD 

•tWithout God" in our A Waking Pra;,rer 
Lives 

For Jlarch: Faith in 
'.fhe Tri um.ph Of the 
Right 

"By :.!:his Sign, 
Conquer" 

lf~Vounding the Heart 
of God" 

nr.rhe Way of the 
Cross" 

For April: Worshiping 
God through Beauty 

Eyes That See 

Spring Awakening 

Comnunion w1 th God 

Life Renewed 

"F org,t"t 11 our 
trespasses 11 

"I am Youth" 

"I have loomd again 
in the eyes of 
youth" 

".And in llfl dream I 
saw a cross'' 

":.!:here is no place 
where earth's 
sorrows" 

"They did not oruei:ty 
llfl Lord" 

"Caiaphas, .Pilate and 
Herod - " 

From 
The Battlefield 

"I 1m ow that llfl 
Bedeemer 11ves 11 

Small Town Wisdom 
Canticle of the SUn 

.Prqer in .April 
If They Forget to 
See 

God Is not Far 
Worship 

A Girl's Prqer 
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LIDS 

15 

Elinor Lannen 14 

Margaret Hersey 19 

Rev. Fred Smith 12 

Carl s. Weist 12 

2 

Katherine Greenleaf 14 
.Pedley 

Elinor Lennen 16 

William Cullen .B:eyan t 4 
Harold !.Donnelly 20 

Thoma.s Curtis Clark 20 
Father Cuthbert's 21 

version - st. ~~anoia 
of Assisi 

Sara Henderson Hay 12 
Edith Lombard 14 

Sc;~,uires 

Thomas Curtis Clark 15 
Anna Hamilton Wood ll 

Marian c. Shermm 11 



presentative Worship Services for Middle Adolescents 

al of Religious Education for 1937. 

s. 

i'OJ.!g.U:-e our 
trespasses u 

I a.m. Youthtt 

I have loolmd again 
in the ey as of 
yout:n•• 

'And in :qr dream I 
saw a cross*' 

ll.t'here is no place 
where earth •s 
sorrows" 

''l!hey did not crucify 
mt1 Lord" 

1Caia.phas, Pilate am 
Herod - " 

rrom 
The Battlefield 

• I know that mt1 
Bedeemer livesn 

Elinor Lannen 

.Margaret Hersey 

Rev. Fred Smith 

Carl s. Weist 

Katherine Greenleaf 
Padley 

Elinor Lannen 

Wi1lia.m CUllen Bryant 
Harold !.Donnelly 

L!ltiiiS 

15 

14 

19 

12 

12 

2 

14 

16 

4 
20 

v 

[v' 
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b'or my: Worshiping 
God through Beauty 
{Man} 

"Those Who Bear 
Burdens Patientlyn 

11Those Who Practice 
l'ieighborliness" 

Those Who Work for a 
Fairer World - The 
Pioneers 

~'or June: Finding God 
in .Books 

Finding God in 
Literature 

For July and AUe~st: 
Vacation Jcr;Ja 

A Balanced Life 

"Happy Vacancy" 

Joy in Work 

Wider Horizons 

For September: Finding 
God ~hrough Study 

Recognizing God 

For October: Jeans 
Walks and Talks with 
Men 

Jesus in Normal Home 
Life 
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Salute to .Man 

11The :par son of a 
country a.hurch was 
he" 

Homesteader 
\\'hi tman, Come 
Pioneers of the Present 

One of Psalms 
l»s. 19 {suggested) 

A ~rew D~ 

Gool as the Water 

"And is this all? 
Oh, what a 
harvesting l 11 

"I have seen God" 

"Be still and lmow" 
"The poets are God 'a 

listeners" 
nAn beauty whispers 

to the listening 
heart" 

A Prayer for the Home 

AUTHOR 

Sara Henderson Haq 

Chaucer 

Carl John Bostelmann 
Olaton s. Rice 

Psalm of David 

Alfred Grant Walton 

Helene Ma.rgaret 

.ray G. 

Don West 

Georgia Harkness 
Thomas Curtis Clark 

lt:l.ry Hallet 

L!lUJ!S, 

18 

14 
18 
22 

33 

23 

12 

14· 

21 

19 
15 

15 
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Salute to Ma.n. 

"The parson o_f a 
country Church was 
heu 

Homesteader 
Whitman, Come 
Pioneers of the Present 

One of Psalms 
ts. 19 (suggested) 

A New Dt=W 

Gool as the Water 

"And is this all? 
Oh, what a 
harvesting 111 

AUTHOR 

Sara Henderson ~ 

Chaucer 

Carl John Bostelmann 
Olaton s. Rice 

Psalm of David 

Alfred Grant Walton 

Helene Margaret 

••t haTe seen God" Don West 

"Be still and know" Georgia Harkness 
"The poets are God's Thomas Curtis Clark 

listeners" 
"All beauty whispers ]jg.ey Hallet 

to the listening 
heart" 

18 

6 

14 
18 
22 

33 

23 

12 

14 

19 
15 

a 

A Pr~er for the Home 15 

v lv 

" ..; 

v v 

" v 
v " 

lv' 

..; ~ ..J 

v ..; 

v 



Jesus Praparing for 
His Life Work 

Jesus Dedicating Hi~ 
self to His Calling 

Jesus Tests His Ideals 

For November: Jesus 
Leads the Wey 

Jes:us Sharing the 
Joys of Friendship 

Jesus Leads the Wey in 
Facing Misunder­
stand 

For December: Jesus 
Brings a ~ssage of 
Good Will 

Good will through 
Proving Friend to 
All 

Gro~~ng by Enlisting 
in God's Work 

Food for U1e Growth 
Of ]q Soul 

Good will in Keeping 
a Holy Deg 

-83-

"Youth 9 0 youth, can 
I reach you" 

"0 Lord of all the 
Upv;ard Road u 

Lord, ~~t a Change 

ttQ Lord of all the 
Upward Road n 

"0 fill me with thy 
fulness, Lord." 

'~'"'1\I}J.ere a 1 i:t'e is 
spent in service" 

"0 thou grE'..at God 
abovett 

"To Be Alive in Such 
An A.ge 11 

nchriat Has lio hands 
but O'u.t Hands" 

"I will follow the 
Upward Road 11 

"Be Strong, We .A;re 
Not Here to Play" 

AUTHOR 

Mabel Niedermeyer 

Travis ¥Vhi te 

Trench 

Mabel Niedermeyer 

Francis R. Havergal 

James A. Blaisdell 

z. B. E. 

Angela :Morgan 

Annie Johnson Flint 

Mary s. Edgar 

Maltbie s. Babcock 

"l?ra:qer is the Soul' a James Montgomery 
Sincere Desire" 

Savior, Mere than Life Fannie Crosby 
to Me 

Lord for Tomorrow and Sybil F.P~ridge 
Its Needs 

The Word Made Flesh Mrs. D. J. MaCanne 

12 

4 

14 

4 

8 

16 

1.2 

16 
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Couth. 0 youth, can 
I reach you" 

:J Lord of all the 
Upward Road n 

0 Lord of all the 
Upward Road" 

0 fill me with thy 
tulneas, Lord. tt 

Where a life is 
spent in service" 

0 thou great God 
abovett 

!ro Be Alive in Such 
An Agen 

Christ Has No hands 
but Ou.t Handsn 

I will follow the 
Upward Road*' 

Be Strong, Are 
Not Here to Play" 

Pre;qer is the Soul's 
Sincere Desirett 
~vior, MOre than Life 

to Me 
ord for Tomorrow and 
Its Needs 

he Word Made Flesh 

Mabel Niedermeyer 

Travis ';);'hi te 

Trench 

Mabel Niedermeyer 

Francis R. Havergal 

James A. Blaisdell 

z. B. E. 

.Angela Morgan 

Annie Johnson Flint 

MB.ry s. Edgar 

I\:JBJ. tbie s. Babcock 

James Montgomery 

Fannie Crosby 

Sybil F.~ridge 

Mrs. D. J. McOanne 

12 

4 

14 lv 

4 

B ,.; lv' 

16 v v 

12 lv' ,v 

v' •.,; 

lv lv 

IV lv' 

lv' lv 

lv" lv' 

.,/ I"" 

/ IV 

16 I ...I lv 

I, 



T11F.1vl'E OF SERVICE 

Standing Firm Under 
Criticism 

For January: Let Us 
Renew our Lives in 
Christ 

Growing in Awareness 
of God 

Growing by Learning 
God's Will for Me 

Growing through Under­
standiQg Jesus and 
His Mission 

-84-

POE.M 

Not Mine or Thine 

AUTHOR 

Franoes·Orosby 
Hamlet 

14 

Still, Still with Thee Harriet B. Stowe 12 
0 God, the Rook of Ages Edward H. Beokersteth 16 

Dear Lord and ll'a ther 
of .ll.l8nkind 

ttLord, speak to zoo 
that I f!1Ei9' speak" 

"0 fill zoo with. thy 
fulness, Lord 11 

"Inspire in us" 
Once to F..very .Man 

and Nation 
The Hidden Years at 

J::razareth 
Into the Woods M:f 

MB.ster Went 

Jolm Greenleaf 
Vlhittier 

~'ranees a. Haverpl 

Frances a. Havergal 

z. B. E. 
James Russell Lowell 

Allen Bas~ Cross 

Sidne;r Lanier 

·s 

12 

12 



I 

;I ~ 

-84-
0 

~ i ~ 
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AUTHOR PLACE USE 

ot Mine or Thine Frances ·Crosby 14 .J v 
Hamlet 

till, Still with Thee Harriet B. Stowe 12 lv ..; 
' God, the Rock o:f Ages Edward H. :Seckersteth 16 -./ lv' 

ear Lord and li'ather Jobn Greenleaf' ·8 v I \I 
O:f .Mankind Whittier 

Lord, speak tone Frances R. Haverpl 12 v lv' 
that I '!'JJ83 speak" 

'0 :fill Ill'} w1 th thy Frances :a. Ha.verga.l 12 v IV 
:fulness, Lord'' 

Inspire in us" z. B. E. IV v 
tnce to Every lia.:n James Russell Lowell \1 v 

and Nation 
'he Hidden Years at Allen Eastman Cross !'>~ v 

Nazareth 
nto the Woods Nfg SidneJ Lanier lv lv' 

Master Want 
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b. Interpretation of the Survey of the I:nterna.tional Jolll'll.al 
ot Religious Education for 1937. 

An examination of the charts above reveals a. number 

Of :noteworthy details which, taken together, present a. comprehensive 

picture of the present use of poetr,y in senior worship services. Of 

the fifty-two programs in the International Journal for 1937, thirty-

three are :found to include poetry. ~hese thirty-three services 

employ as worship materials forty poems, or parts of poems, six 

hundred and thirty-eight lines in all. It is striking that the 

number of lines used in a given service varies from two to thirv-

three. ~he chart also indicates a great variation in authors, the 

name of &ey" one· author rarely oocur:r!ng more than once in the list. 

Moreover, it appears that not ma.ey of the writers are individuals of 

wide reputation, that many are modern writers, and that the great 

Christian poets of the centuries find no place in the programs 

surveyed. 

~he most important findings, however, so far as the 

present investigation is concerned, have to do with the place of a. 

poem in a. service and its ~parent function in that place. The 

chart makes clear the fact that the forty poems occur in seven 

different places in the services, or in seven different relation-

ships. Some occur at the beginning of services, others at the 

alose; some serve as responses, others to prepare for or to follow 

the Scrip~e reading; some are definitely related to the music 

of serv:tces, preceding or follOWing a. musical selection; others 

relate to a. theme talk, to a picture talk or interpretation, or to 
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a story. In some cases, materials for a service rather than a planned 

program are presented; and since the place in a service where a 

poem might occur is not evident, the word "indeterminallie"is used. 

Of the forty poems ocaurring in the International Journal for 1937, 

eleven are related to music, seven to the conclusions of programs, 

five to talks, three to responses, two to the Scriptures, and 

two to the opening of services. The place of ten cannot be 

determined. 

In the light of the :functions of poetry set forth 

in chapter three, discoveries concerning the actual present-day 

use are particularly s~ifican.t. Of the forty poems referred to 

above, nineteen are used as pr~qer. If prayer is "the heart of 

worship••! and if almost fif'tf percent of the poems used serve as 

prayers, then one realizes tmmediately the real appropriateness of 

considering poetr,y a valuable worship material. Five of the forty, 

as the chart indicates, are used to challenge seniors to commdtment 

of life or to increased activit,y tn the work of the Kingdom. Five 

poems serve to tacus interest, to prepare for something later in 

the service, or to suggest the theme and arouse interest in it. 

Three.poems are found to aid in creating a worshipful atmosphere. 

One is used as meditation, while in the case of seven no use can be 

determined. 

• • • • • • 

1. Of. Ante, P• 39. 
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z. StaQY, Gussie Brown: WorShip for Youth, Volume II. 

a. Survey .Analysis. 

OF SERVICE 

Daring the Task The Fear for Thee, 
l(v Cotmtry 

The Christian's Breast- If I Were a Voltoe 
Plate - Right •fli~ite Captain of 
Living ~ soul, lead on tt 

Cr.tarles Mao~ 
Robert Freeman 

The Christians 
Sandals - Peace 

"Down the dark future, Henry w. Longfellow 
through long 

The Christian's 
Shield- Faith 

Star of the East -
Hope 

Creative Yester~s 
{l:>!evv Year's) 

generations 
0 ~ of Galilee .A.. F. R. 

The Knight Errant Louise Imogine 

u.A.l though I do not 
know God's wondrous 
WS\VS" 

ttPea.oe abide beneath 
thy roof-tree" 

"Listen to the 
exhortation o:f 
the daWll" 

They Wait For You 
"It thou hast 

yesterdey thy duty 
done" 

The Road to Heaven 

Guiney 

(From the 
Sanskrit} 

Edwin l!!.rkham 
Goethe 

!Taney Byrd Turner 

Home - Seekers Our Home Rule 
{The Christian Home) 

Indufftrial Good-Will 
(Picture of Christ} 

Abraham Lincoln 
{Inter-Racial Daw) 

Good Cheer 

Meekness 

Charting The Ws;q 

Kindling The Fire 

New Vistas 

Abraham Lincoln 

The Hindered Christ 
Little Sister 

The Cup of Pride 

The Grace to Serve 

Radiant Crusaders 

"Pass on the torcb.n 

Thomas curtis Clark 

Margaret ~star 

Richard Burton 

Jasie M. Roberts 

Allen Eastman Cross 

Allen Eas~ Cross 

12 

9 
a 

8 

20 

8 

18 

9 

14 

6 
4 

7 

4 

16 

17 

24 
28 

83 

16 

12 

12 
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~e Fear tor Thee, Edwin .-rkham. 12 v v 
lW Country 

~ I Were a Vo1oe Charles :Ma.o~ 9 v v 
Uhite Captain of' Robert Free:rnan a v v 
D\7 soul, lead ontt 

)Own the dark fUture, Henry w. Longfellow 8 lv I" 
through long 
generations 
-.n of' Galilee A. F. R. 20 IV v 

1e Knight Errant Louise Imagine e v i ...; 
Guiney 

llthough I do not ' 18 lv' lv' 
know God's wondrous 
W8:f/Sn 

?eaoe abide beneath 9 [Y I ...; 
thy roo:t-tree" I I 

~is ten to the (From the 14 1-J ...; 
exh.ortation of' Sanskrit) 
the davq.tr 

'ley Wait For You Edwin .-rk:ham 6 " ..; 
li' thou hast Goethe 4 v 

I 
...; 

yester~ thy duty ' 
done" I 

1e Road to Heaven Nancy Byrd Turner '7 ...;\ ..; 
I 
I 

1r Rome Rule 4 ..; ..; 

:;w Vistas . Thomas CUl"ti s Clark 18 \1 ..; 

ora.ha.m Lincoln Margaret Sangster 17 [\7 v . 
1e Hindered Christ 24 ...; rv 
Lttle Sister Richard Burton 28 v [v' 

tle Cup of' Pride EdWin .Markham 83 v' ..,/ 

1e Grace to Serve Elsie M. Roberts 16 v .; 

adian t Crusaders Allen Eastman Cross 12 lv' lv 

Pass on the torcbn Allen Eastman Cross 12 lv' ..; 
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Braving The En~ 

Resurrection Flowers 
(Easter Service} 

Love or: Heroes 
(Decoration Day) 

Love of Freedom 
(Fourth of July) 

Wayside Flowers 

Dream and Daring 

The Saoraman t 

There Is no Death 
The Afu.s ter Roll 
He Fought 'Gainst 

Gloom 

Cale Young Rice 

Allen Eastman Cross 

Hilton u. Brown9 Jr. 

"The faith our fathers .A. c. Swinburne 
fought for" 

God Is Not Far A~ Thomas Curtis Clark 

22 

12 

12 
59 
16 

14 
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Dream and Daring Cale Young Rice 22 IV v 
J:he Sa.cramen t Allen Eastman Cross 12 v' v 

l!here Is no Death 12 iv' lv' 
l!he Muster Roll 59 v v 
~e Fought 'Ga.inst Hilton u. Brown, Jr. 16 lv IV 

Gloom 

"The ta.i th our fathers A. 0 • Swinbu..rne 6 IV !v' 
fought tor" 

lod Is Not Far Awq Thomas CUrtis Clark 14 v 'V 
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b. Interpretation of the Surve.v of Wolship for Youth, Volume ..il• 

StaQY's book contains fifty-two worship services, nine­

teen o:f' which make use of poetry. In these nineteen appear twent7-

eight poans, having a total of four hundred and seventy-eight lines. 

'l!he extent to \tlioh poetry is used by Staos is somewhat less than that 

by the w.ri ters in the International Journal although the latter appear 

to use shorter selections for the most part than does Stacy. In this 

source the numbel" of lines of poetl"if in a;n:y one service varies from 

tour to eighty-three. On the whole, the poets represented in Stacy's 

program are o:f' much the same type as those found in the services 

reported above. However, there are not so ~ different authors as 

in the International Journal of' Religious Education, certain poets 

be :ing represented by more than one poem. In Staos 's book, as in the 

programs already discu.ssed, the most significant findings concern 

the place and the function of' a poem in a service. Eighteen of the 

twenty-eight poems used in the services relate to music, to hymns 

or to some special musical selections. This is not at all surpri~­

ing when one recalls that the rh;vthmio, singing quality of' verse 

is a part of' its inherent nature and one of' the chief reasons for 

its appeal to adolescents. It seems entirely fitting, therefore, 

that a poem should be so placed in a service as to prepare the 

senior for intelligent and meaningful participation in the singing 

of ~s. Of the twanty-eig;b.t poems used, five appear in connection 

with some sort of talk, usually as the conclusion or climax of' 

the message. Three other poems serve as the means of opening 

worship services; one is used in relation to a response; and one is 
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placed in the pl"ogram preceding a prager. Although the use of 

poetry as praqer has already been revealed in the services in the 

International Journal, its place in a service as preparation for 

preyer is not very general. In fact, in only one of the services 

by StaQy and in one by Athearn is poetry used in this relationship. 

Nevertheless,it is this fUnction of poetry as a preparation for 

prayer that Shilli to makes the thesis :tor his book Poetu_.!!!!! 

fra.,yer. If, then, the twenty-eight poems in the services worked out 

by StaQy are placed in the manner just suggested, what function or 

value do these poems have? ~he chart indicates that nine are used 

to focus interest, to grip the attention of seniors, to prepare them 

for What follows. Evidently Stacy agrees with the idea expressed 

in cha.pterthree that 1 t is wise to touch :first the :feeling ca.paci ty 

of' individuals and then through aroused feelings to grasp their 

whole personalities.l ~hat poems are used to la;.v hold of seniors, 

to arouse them, to stir them to action is clearly brought out in 

Stacy's book. Five of the twenty-eight poems suggest that the 

author has the definite aim of calling from middle adolescents a 

new yielding of their lives to Christ and a renewed zeal for His 

Kingdom. On the other hand, six o£ the poems have a caJ.mer function, 

foUl" contributing to the atmosphere of worship, one making possible 

meditation, and one serving as praqer. This last is in striking 

contrast to the nineteen poems of the International Journal programs 

used as pr~ers. For eight o:t the twenty-eight poems no :f'unction is 

• • • • • • 

1. C£. ante, P• 56, 57. 
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apparent, which fact indicates a definite weakness in the services. 
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3. Athearn, Laura Armstrong: Christian Worship for Am.iarican Youth. 

a. Survey Analysis. 

THEME OF SERVICE 

Remembering The Contri- '~ere is the Master Henry van Dyke 
bution of Beethoven, of 1vhlsictt 
:Master l:t."uaician "Music, they do thee van Dyke 

Discovering America 
in Song 

Christmas Cycle of 
Worship 

1. He That Is 
Coming 

2. Glory to God in 
The Highest 

wrong'• 
•t:Mu.s:i.c is a house" 

"Great :tlaster, touch 
us" 

"They went forth in 
the name" 

Columbus 
uwe thank tbee Lord, 

on this recurring 
fJ.B¥" 

"0 God of nationsu 

Robert Haven 
Sohauffler 

Horatio Bonar 

Joaquin Miller 
Thomas Curtis Clark 

Jtrrtle K. Cher~'1'llan 

"'Send Thou, 0 Lord, .M.rs. 1\la.ry E. Gates 
to every place n 

"Angel harps our Albert D. Watson 
souls inspire u 

no little town, Clinton Soollard 
0 11 ttle to·wn" 

"Out of the midnight John Erskine 
sky" 

"Shepherds there were Helen Wieand Cole 
'Who 1n the field 
by night" 

3. Following The Star The Pilgrim Ship Ka thl:U'i:ne Lee 
"l aame from Tigris' 

sandy plainu 
nwe would see Jesus' 

lol his star is 
shiningu 

"As w1 th gladness 
men of old*' 

'*Christians, lo, the 
star appeareth" 

"'J~'ho bears his 
brother's burden" 

11As they of'fered gifts 
most rarett 

"Stl:U' of the East: 
show us the way" 

.John Finley 

J. Park 

'William C • Db: 

James A .• Blaisdell 

James A. sdell 

William c. Dix 

l!.'ugene Field 

LINES 

12 

2 

6 

8 

5 

24 
8 

4 

s 

a 

13 

12 

s 
20 

4 

6 

4 

4 

6 

6 
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Where is the Master Henry van L)t"ke 12 v 'v 
o:t Jtlu.s icn 

Music, they do thee van Dyke 2 ...; v 
wrong** I 

Music is a house" Robert Haven 6 " lv 
Scha.uf:tler 

Great Master, tOUCh Horatio Bonar 8 ...; ...; 
us" 

I 

They went forth in 5 ...; v I 
the na.me" I 

olu:mbus Joaquin Miller 24 ...; Ji 
We thank thee Lord, Thomas Curtis Clark a -I lv' 

.I 
i 

on this recurring 
dey II 

0 God of nations•• Myrtle K. Cherryman 4 .; v I 
I 
I 

Send Thou, 0 Lord, Mrs. E. Gates 8 ..; y 

to every :placett 

Angel harps our Albert D. Watson 8 ,; v 

J 
souls inspire" 

0 little town, Clinton Scollard 6 ...; 
0 little tovm" 

OUt of the midnight John Erskine 13 \/ 

sey" 
'Shepherds there were Helen Wieand Cole 12 v v 

wno in the field 
by nighttt 

'he Pilgrim Ship Katharine Lee 8 :v !v 
'I came from Tigris' John 11'inley 20 ...; \/ 

sandy plain» 
would see Jesus, J. EdgP"' Park 4 v' :../ 

lol· his star is 
shining•t 

1.As with gladness William c. Db:: 6 v IV 
men of old'' 

'Christians, lo, the James A. Blaisdell 4 " lv 
star appeareth" 

~IY'ho bears his James A. Blaisdell 4 r/ IV 
brother's burden" 

'As they offered gifts William c. Dix 6 v' v 
most ra.reu 

'Star of the East I ,..,,,..,,.,,. Jlield .... 6 1\1 v 
show us the wayn 

t 



4. Chri stma.s Every­
where 

Good Friday 

l'.iaster 

Appreciation for 
ttPra;ving Hands" 

The W8'3 of Forgive­
ness 

Self-mstary 

The Quest of Joy 
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POEM 

"Christmas once is 
Ct;.ri stmas sti 11" 

I'hllli:ps Brooks 

"The ores t and crown- Edwin Markham 
ing of all goodn 

110 a:ngels sweet and Phillips Brooks 
splendid" 

ttDraw nigh to tey 
Jerusalem, 0 Lord" 

ttis it not strange the 
darkest hour" 

•"Nhen Jesus came 
to Golgotha" 

Hl!'riendlesa and faint, 
with martyred steps 
and slow" 

"0 love triumphant 
over guilt and s in 1' 

ttLet me but love nw 
love without dis­
guisen 

"Dear Lord and Father 
of mankindu 

Preying :Hands 
"Friend Divine:-
Then give our hands 

a touch divine" 

Good Lord, ~'orgi ve Me 
"Though Fatherland be 

vast a."'ld fair" 

''Teach us to know thee 
as thou ar"'* 

11 I have to 11 ve with 
nwself" 

"Temper 'fJr8' spirit, 
o Lord" 

*'Let us with a glad-
some mind" 

G. A. Studdert­
Kenneey 

Edward Arlington 
Robinson 

Frederick Lawrence 
Knowles 

Henry van Dyke 

John Greenleaf 
Whittier 

Gertrude B. Walker 
Charles s. Newhall 

c. Maude Battersby 
Allen Eastman Cross 

Lucy Larcom 

Guest 

Jean Starr Untermeyer 

John Mil ton 

16 

8 

12 

12 

14 

8 

4 

32 
5 

8 
32 

4 

12 

7 

4 

"Open wide the windows Christina Rossetti 5 
or our spirits" 

The SbJger Allen J~astman cross 24 
11Lord of health, Thou Percy Dearmer 5 

life within us" 



-93-

'Ohristms once is 
Ohri s tmas sti 11" 

Phillips Brooks 

~'-The crest and crown- Edwin Markham 
ing o:f all good" 

~•o angels sweet and Phillips Brooks 
splendid" 

"Draw nigh. to tey -
Jerusalem, 0 Lordn 

"Is it not strange the 
darkest hour" 

•"iVhen Jesus came 
to Golgotha" 

'*Friendless and faint, 
with mrt,yred steps 
and slaw" 

"0 love triumphant 
over gu.il t and sin" 

11Le t me but 1 ova :rey 
love without dis­
guise" 

*'Dear Lord and Fa. ther 
of mankind" 

G. A. Studdert­
Kenneey 

Edward Arlington 
Robinson 

7 

16 

e 
I 

12 lv' 

I 

12 

8 I\/' 

8 I ~ 

Prrq1ng Hands 

John Greenleaf 
Whittier 

Gertl"t'l.de B. Walker 
Charles s. Newhall 

32 " 
"Friend Divine:- 5 v 
Then give our hands 

a touch divine" 

Good Lord, P'orgi ve Me 
lti:J!hough Fatherland be 

vast and t'air11 

o. Maude Battersby 
Allen Eastman Cross 

8 
32 

1'Tea.ch us to know thee Lucy Lal.'oom 4 
as- thou a.l'·S'' 

tti have to 11 ve with Edgar Guest 12 
ll\Vself" 

"Temper :nw spirit, Jean Starr Unter:rooyer 7 
o Lord" 

nLet us with a glad­
some mind" 

u0pen wide the windows 
of our spirits" 

The SiDger 
'*Lord o t' health, Thou 

life within us" 

John Milton 

Christina Rossetti 

Allen Eastman Cross 
Peroy Dea.rmar 

4 

5 

24 
5 

I 

!i v 
\;" 
1 
~1 

J 

lv" 

y 

IV 

. ..; 
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THEME OF SERVI or:: POEM 

The <'tuest of Goodness "0 Lord Jesus, give 
us more chari ty 11 

The Life Of Christ The Royal Pathway 
to the Cross 

110 Lord, and Master 
Of US all" 

The Beaut".{ o£ Holiness Holy Living 

Tr1 Ull!J?:ha:n t Christian. 
Living 

Friendship and Good­
will 

The Great Physican 

The Brotherhood of 
Sacred Song 

The Word of Life 

11Follow the Ohri st, 
the King, Live 
:pure" 

**White Captain of 
!'fJ3" soul, lead on" 

"l-Jot in vain the 
distance beCkons, 
forward, tor-"Nard 
let no ran.ge 11 

''The holy supper is 
kept indeed" 

In Such an Age 

"Thy work 0 God, 
needs many hands" 

110 Lord and Master 
of us ann 

nThy kingdom come, 
0 Lord" 

nTo serve the present 
age" 

•'Jesus shall reign 
where'er the sunu 

"Where cross the 
crowded ways of 1 i fen 

"These things shall be, 
- a loftier race" 

"Grant us, 0 God, thy 
deathless love" 

••o God, unseen, yet 
ever :neartt 

ttFather in heaven 
Hear us toda:y" 

Henry Alford 

Thomas a Ke:mpis 

Jolm Greenleaf 
Ylhittier 

Alfred Lord 
Tennyson 

Robert Freeman 

James Russell Lowell 

Angela Morgan 

Calvin w. Laufer 

John G. \\'hi ttier 

:b'rederick L. Hosmer 

Charles 

Isaac Watts 

Frank Mason North 

John Addington 
Symonds 

William Hiram 

Charles G. Junes 

16 

4 

3 

8 

12 

51 

8 

4 

4 
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"0 Lord Jesus, give Henry Alford 16 lv' ~ 
us more oharityn 

The Royal J?a thway - Thomas a .Kempis 10 1-J lv' 
to the Cross 
Lord., and ]Jaster John Greenleaf 4 lv' [v 

of us allr' \1nittier 

Holy Living David Starr .:,~rdon 30 lv' I-I 
":B'ollow tb.e Christ, Alfred Lord 3 ..; lv' 

the King, Live Tennyson 
pure" 

''i'hi te Captain o :t' Robert Freeman 8 IV lv' 
rJJY soul , 1 ead on" 

ttNot in vain the Te:nnyson 12 lv IV 
distance beckons, 
:forward, forward 
let no range11 

'N.fhe holy supper is James Russell Lowell 6 ..; IV 
kept indeed., 

In Suah an Age Angela .Morgan 31 ..; .,; 

rtfny work o God, Calvin w. Laufer 8 lv' iy' 

needs ha.."l.dstt 

"0 Lord and .Master Jo.hn G. Whittier 4 v' v' 
of us allu 

"Thy kingdom come, J!'rederick L. Hosmer 8 lv lv 
o Lord" 

11To serve the present Charles Wesley 4 I.J '" age" 
••Jesus shall reign Isaac \Va tts 4 IV lv 

where'er the sun'f 
'1Where cross the Frank Mason North 4 lv' lv 

crowded wa.;vs of life" 
11These things shall be, John Addington 8 lv' lv' 

- a loftier race" Symonds 
"Grant us, 0 God, tey William Hiram 4 v' lv' 

deathless loven 

''0 God, unseen, yet 8 ~ IV 
ever near" 

u:rather in heaven Charles G. 8 lv' lv 
Hear us todayu 
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b. Interpretation of the Survey of Caristian Worship for 
American YQ:i'§h• 

Athearn's is a text-book on adolescent worship for 

both leaders and young people and differs, therefore, from the 

book and magazine r~orted above. However, Part III or this 

text presents twentf-six model services, twenty-three of which use 

poetry. These twenty-three services em;ploy fifty-three poems or 

parts of poems, totaling five hundred and fifty-six lines. A 

com;parative stua, of the charts reveals at once that this is the 

most extensive use of poetry apparent in a.ey of the materials 

investigated. It is at least a point of interest that Athearn makes 

use of some poems written by persons of international reputation. 

One notices, for instance, that John Milton, Christina Rossetti, 

Thomas a Xempis, Charles Wesley, Isaac Watts, Tennyson, and others 

occur in the list. In view of the discussion given above about the 

appropriateness of poems being placed in services in certain relation-

ships, little need be said about Athearn's programs except to point 

out that, of the fifty-three poems used, twenty-four relate to 

music, seven to responses, seven to the opening of services, five 

to the close, four to talks, four to prqer, and two to the 

Scriptures. With reference to the use of the fifty-three poems, it 

is significant that twenty serve as pratVers, eleven as med~itations, 

eight as challenges, five as focal points for interest, and one for 

the creation of atmosphere. It is not possible to determine the 

value of eight Of the poems placed as they are in the services, 

and such poems are marked on the chart ••indetermina:hel1• It is 
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noteworthy that only twenty-one poems o:r all those used in the 

five sources investigated serve as a means of meditation, yet 

eleven of these are so used by Athearn. Apparently this author 

feels that youth needs times of meditation and tl"..at poetry in 

worship services can help to meet this need. 
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4. The New ~1 for Amerioa:n Youth - H. Augustine Smith, Editor. 

a. Survey Ana.lys is. 

THEME OF SERVICE 

Mountains of Vision 

, . The Temple of the 
out-of-Doors 

ttBe Still, and Know 
That I am God" 

Con:memora.tion 

st. PatriCK'S 
Breastplate 

ttLord, I do fear 
'r.hou hast nade 
the world too 
beautiful." 

'•Climbing the 
mountain pathway" 

UI:tast thou named all 
the birds without a 
gun?tt 

*1A.ll cattle rest upon 
their herbage" 

Edna St. Vinoen t 
Millfcy" 

(Japanese literature) 

Ralph Waldo E.;·nerson 

{Egyptian literature) 

''We tr..ank thee, Lord, John Oxen.ham 
For all tby Golden 
Silenoesu 

t'\ih.o was the man who Arthur Farwell 
made us" 

16 

4 

3 

3 

'1 

31 

21 

nAnd so they bu.l"ied James T. M'ao~ 9 
Linaolnn 

•'Who goes there, in the Thoms Curtis Clark 8 
night" 
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St. Patrick's 16 v' I ...I 
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b. Interpretation of the Survey o:f ~ ~ l:flmnal. i.Q!. 
American Youth. 

As wa.s indicated in the introdu(Stion to this chapter, 

the eymnaJ. is an important source book of worship materials and one 

on which ~ Christian leaders strongly rely. The Uew .Ilyir.f!:y!l for 

American Youth offers as suggestive materials ten programs of 

worship. Four of these ten employ poetry, nine :poems in all being 

used, totaling one hundred and two lines. In }:ceeping w1 th what 

other authors have done, the editor here relates five of the nine 

poems to music, three to responses, and one to the Scriptures. It 

is striking that seven of the nine are used as m:ldi tations, which 

e~hasis Smith shares with .Athearn, one to challenge, and one to 

create atmosphere. Although the editor presents so few services that 

rt m8i not seem fair to judge the value he places on poetr,y as a 

worship material, he, nevertheless, has a section in the hymnal 

entitled "Devotional Poetry and Prose". This section includes 

eighty-nine poems, or parts of poems. Thus, it appears that, while 

this particular eymnal. does not show by exa.m;ple the manner in which 

poetry ~ be effectively used, it implies an extensive use. 
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5. ~he Church School l~al for Youth. 

a. Survey analysis. 

~H'EME OF SERVICE 

A Christmas Service The Indwelling God Frederick Luoian 
Hosmer 

16 
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b. Interpretation of the Survey of !Che .lfm Chl:l.roh School 
~a Ywth. 

This ~al contains fifteen worship services, but 

only one uses poetry. The one poem has sixteen lines, is placed 

in the service just following the Scripture passage, and is used. 

as a meditation. In spite of the fact that there is seemingly 

scant use of poetry here, the editors of this hymnal have a part of 

their book anti tled rtReligious Poetry". This section presents 

thirty-three poems. It is evident, therefore, that the editors 

believe poetr.¥· can be used extensively and helpfUlly in worship 

services for young people. 

c. General Summary. 

This chapter has endeavored to set forth the results 

of a survey of the pre$ent use of poetry in senior worship services. 

Following an e:x;plenati on of the plan of procedure, charts have been 

presented and their interpretation given. The most obvious conclusion 

of this investigation is that poetry is widely and helpfUlly used in 

worship services for middle adolescents. Of the one hundred and 

fifty-five services investigated, eighty use poetry. It is 

significant that approximately a third of the one hundred and twenty-

nine poems used in these eighty services are related to music and 

serve as pr~ers. The relationships and functions of the remaining 

two-thirds which are listed on the charts, are rather evenly dis-

tributed. Another interesting finding, if not a particularly import-

ant one, is the little use that is made in the services investigated 

of the poetry of the really great Christian poets. Judging the poems 
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found in these services in as unprejudiced a manner as possible, 

one cannot but feel that muah of the poetry used is of an inferior 

literary quality. If' seniors can worship by means of suah poetry 

as this, how muah more meaningful might be their worship if poetry 

of genuine literary merit were employed. A third generaJ. conclusion 

Which ~ be made on the basis of the present investigation is that 

those authors who do employ verse in worship services use it in ways 

thoroughly in harmony with the inherent nature of poetry and with 

its possible functions as given in chapter three. Certain values, 

hov.rever, d.isou.ssed in that earlier chapter are not evident in the 

charts presented above. The two notable omissions are the function 

of poetry to administer healing and its function to penetrate the 

doubts of a scientific age. In none of the services surveyed are 

these two values aP,Parent, unless the various authors consider 

the use of poetry as meditation as means of healing distraught 

minds and effecting d~sired integration of personal! ty. ~Tot 

one of the one hundred and twenty-nine poems reported on the above 

charts is used to dispel the doubts and questions which are often 

present in the minds of adolescents. MOreover, it is striking that 

Browning, the great Christian whose poetry preeminently harmonizes 

science and religion, is not represented in the above charts. It is 

evident, then, that the services surveyed reveal certain weaknesses, 

not so mu.oh in the am01.mt of poetry used as in the selection of 1 t 

and in the method of using it. 

The purpose of the next chapter9 therefore, will be 

to offer recommendations regarding the helpful use of poetry in 
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senior worship services and to present certain principles which the 

recommendations imply. 



RECO:.ul'!ttfmDAT IONS OON'fJERNING THE USE OF POE!l:RY m 
~lOR WCRSHIP SERVIOES 



:aEOO:tdMEliDATIONS OONOER!'i'"I:NG Tim USE OF POETRY IN 
SENIOR WORSHIP b'ERV!OES 

A. Introduction. 

In view of the foregoing survey and on the basis of 

the analyses preceding it, one finds it necessary at this point to 

make certain recommendations regarding the use of poetry in senior 

worship. The purpose of this chapter, then, is to offer such 

recommendations and suggestions. This is not possible, however, 

Without evaluation of the findings resulting from the survey. More-

over, in the light of expressed opinions concerning the poetry 

being used, brought out in the foregoing discussion, it is necessa.r3 

now to present certain principles or standards by Which poetr,r 

and its use may be judged. The present chapter, therefore, will 

make three recommendations: (1) regarding the amount of poetry to 

be used in senior worship; {2) regarding the se.leation of poetry; 

(3) regarding the maw1er of its use. These will be discussed in 

the order named in the sections that immediately follow. In 

treating each of these recommendations there will be presented such 

standards and principles as the suggestions imply. 

B. Recommendation Regarding the Frequency of Use of 
Poetr,v in Senior WorShip Services. 

At the outset of the present investigation, it was 

-104-
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thought likely that suggestions concerning a larger use of poetr.; 

in senior worship would be the result of a survey analysis of the 

actual, present-day use. However, the survey revealed that poetr.; 

is already extensively used. In view of the fact that eighty of 

the one hundred and fifty-five services examined employed poetry, 

it seems hardly necess~ to suggest that senior worship services 

need more poetry. MOreoever, one recalls that chapter two of the 

present study, in presenting the values of group worship, disc-assed 

the vario-as mterials which might go into the building of a worship 

program. Poetry was found to be an important material, but other 

materials suggested were music, talks, stories, pictures, pl~s, 

and sucr1. Because the senior mnst be interested in a worship service 

if he is to participate whole-heartedly and because he desires 

variet,v in all things, it appears unwise to declare that 

poetry should have a place in every service of worship. Tracy 

speaks to this point when he declares: 

nyouth is impatient of the uninteresting, ••• but though. its 
attention must be aroused through interest, yet its interest 
can be awakened through a mnoh greater variety of channels 
than the interest of childhood • • • ,. 

Since the interest of seniors ~ be captured in a variety of v~s, 

all the ~orship materials at various times should be employed in 

that most sacred and most satisfying phase of religious experience, 

"conmmuiliiiE); with the :b'ather.u2 The survey reported in the preceding 

chapter indicates that poetr,v is being used; and, since a little 

• • • • • • 

1. Tracy, Frederick:: The Psychology of Adolescence, p. 210. 
2. Of. Ante, P• 27. 
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over fift.1 percent of the services examined included it, one can 

say poetr.y is being sufficiently used. However, a study of the 

poems revealed certain weaknesses with reference to their selection, 

two things being noted: (1) few of the great Cr~istian poets are 

represented in the services; (2) many of the poems are inferior as 

literature. It is necessary, therefore, to make definite suggestions 

concerning the choice of the poems suitable for senior worship and 

to indicate principles regarding this selection. 

c. Recozmnend.ation Regarding the Selection of Poetry 
to le Used in Senior Worship. 

As has just been indicated, two considerations are 

involved in the selection of poetr,v appr~riate for services 

designed for middle adolescents. One of these has to do with the 

authors and the other with the t.1Pe of poetry used. 

1. Suggestions Concerning Authors. 

Dithrid.ge i:n her tests of high school pupils, tests 

given to determine their feelings about and response to poetry, 

discovered that seniors "are on the wa;y to good taste in poetry.nl 

~hese very seniors, however, come to a church school and often are 

led in worship by means of poetry which they can not fail to 

recognize as far inferior to that with which th~~ have become familiar 

in school. ~~thermore, authors whose works they have come to 

appreciate and to enjoy they often discover are rarely quoted in 

• • • • • • 

1. Di thrid.ge, Rachel L. : "Do High-School Students Like Modern Poetry?" 
in English Journal, October 1934, p. 666. 
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worship services. A study of the charts given in chapter four above 

reveals that such authors as 1lil ton, Wordsworth, Bro'Wlling, 

G. W. Russell (A. E.), Christina Rossetti, .Matthew Arnold, Henry 

Vaughn, Henry va.n Dyke, Masefield, w'hi ttier, LO'Well, Bryant, 

Edna st·. Vincent mll~and scores of others who might be mentioned 

a.nd with whom young high school students are familiar - find little 

place in the lists presented in the foregoing a.nalyses. Everyone of 

these wri tars, however, has produced poems which can be used 

appropriately and helpfully in the worship of middle adolescents. 

It seems important, therefore, to suggest that leaders who plan 

worship services for seniors, services in which poetry is to have a 

place, select the works of authors who will compare favorably with 

those studied in school. More significant than the author, however, 

is the type of poem included in a worship program; for, if the lines 

be good in ever,y sense of the word, the authorship is then not a 

matter of great aonse~enoe. But what should be considered with 

reference to the type of poem employed in senior worship? 

2. SUggestions Concerning Type of Poetry to Be Used in Senior Worship. 

When one begins to think of the type of poetry that 

should be included in adolescent worship, immediately he realizes 

there are two standards by which a poem must be measured: (1) the 

reoo5~ition of the adolescent's needs, and {2) of literary perfection. 

a. Standard for Judging Poetry on the Basis of Adolescent Needs. 

Hov1ever good a poem ~ be, however widely recognized 

the author, it is valueless as a worship material unless it is in 
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harmony with certain adolescent characteristics and meets specific 

adolescent needs. Chapter one of the present investigation, in 

treating the religious experience of the middle adolescent, made 

clear a number of the senior's most striking characteristics and 

needs. An over-flowing emotional energy, a vigorous and virile 

peysica.l life, an expanding mentality, and a deepening spiritual 

experiencel are senior traits which leaders should consider in 

selecting poetry for use in their worship. Emphasis must be placed 

upon the necessity for poetry to measure up to the adolescent's 

intellectual capaoi~, and it is in this respect that a number of 

poems reported in the survey analysis appear to fail. On the other 

hand, care should be taken that poems chosen are not beyond the 

mental grasp of middle adolescents, for high school students who 

express a dislike for poetry usually give as a chief reason their 

own inability to understand it. It is clear, therefore, that a poem 

'Which is to have value in the senior's worship experience must be 

graded to his characteristics and capacities. 

Moreover, as was suggested above, poetry should meet 

adolescent needs. The dominant need of the senior and the one which 

in a sense comprehends all others is that expressed by the term 

npersona.lity integration". Chapter two above revealed that one of 

the chief functions of worship is its power to harm:>nize the oft-

times chaotic forces within the middle adolescent and so to give 

inner poise and peace. 2 J:'urthermore, a value of poetry discussed 

• • • • • • 

1. Of. Ante, P• 10. 
2. Ct. Ante, P• 47. 
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in chapter three was found to be its abili~ to deliver one from 

the bondage of self, to enable one to see life in the large, to 

reintegrate a person within himself and 'rlth his world.1 Poetry 

does exist that can effect a unity of life for the senior and can 

help him to see life "whole". .Parts of .Brovmi:n.g's "Rabbi .Ben Ezra11
, 

lines from Edna St. Vincent !UllatV 's "Renascence", stanzas from 

Shelley's "Adonais 11 , Whittier's "Dear Lord and Father of .Mankind" 

are a few examples of poems which are able to meet the needs of the 

adolescent indicated above. 

Furthermore, high school young people need the 

opportunity of expressing the high idealism and lof~ altruism which 

are striking characteristics of this age. As was sho'flvn in chapter 

three, poetry can release the creative power in youth, can show every 

moment to be filled with creative possibility, can stir an adolescent 

to action, and can enable him.to realize his creative dream.2 

Worship, likewise, as was suggested in chapter two, "IlJB:Y be the nEans 

of enlisting young lives in the enterprize of building the Kingdom 

of God on earth.3 Lines from !en:nysons' ttiaylls of the King" and 

from his nmysses", Edward Rowland Sill's "Opportunity", parts of 

Holmes' "!he Chambered Nautilus", Maltbie D. Babcock's "Be Strong", 

and Frances :a. Ha.verga.l 's ttLord, Speak to Me, !hat I .Me¥ Speak:" 

are excellent examples of poems that challenge seniors to courageous 

Christian living in the present age and reveal to them the possibility 

• • • • • • 

1. Of. Ante, PP• 73, 74. 
2. Of. Ante, PP• 72, 73. 
3. Of. Ante, P• 49. 
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of express~ their noblest ambitions. In addition to this, 

poetry which is to have a place in senior worship must be sincere, 

for above everything the youth of the middle teens hates h1Pocrisy. 1 

It is not diffiaul t to find. poetry that meets this requirement, for, 

as ./rJcy' Lowell saus, "The true test of poetr-.Y is sincerity ••• tt2 

MOreover, the senior's aethetic development makes beautiful poetry 

especially valuable as a worship material. 

In the light of the foregoing discussion, it is 

apparent that one recommendation regarding the use of poetry in 

senior worship services concerns its selection in harmony with 

adolescent characteristics, capacities, interests, and needs. A 

poem, however, might measure up to this standard and still be an 

unsuited choice; for obviously it must be, first of all, good 

literature. What constitutes a fair method.of evaluating a poem 

as literature will now be presented. 

b. Standard for Judging Poetry on the Basis of Li tera.ry Merit. 

A poem which is wortcy of a place in a senior worship 

service not only must meet certain adolescent needs, as has just 

been suggested, but also must meet definite literary requirements. 

One does no·t n:ean to imply that Olll1' such poetry as the world calls 

"great" should be considered usable as a worship material, but one 

does mean it should be considered "good" poetry. Although there is 

very diverse opinion even among poets as to what constitutes. a good 

• • • • • • 

1. Of. Ante, P• 61. 
2. See Ante, pp. 59, 60. 
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poem and although there is likely even greater difference of 

opinion among adult leaders concerning poet~¥ that is good for wor-

Ship, there are, nevertheless, a few generally accepted characteristics. 

Chapter three above, in treating the nature of poetry, 

presented five essential elements of poetry, namely, emotion, 

imagination, rhythm, truth, and beauty •1 Fundamentally, then, a 

poem to be used in worship should have these traits; but it should 

have more. Indeed, it !Ila¥ almost be said that the first requirement 

of poetry for worship is that it carry a. message. Sidney Lanier 

declares: "First and foremost: look upon rhyme as merely the good 

garment of reason, and beware leaving the coat with no body in it. n 2 

Furthermore, Watts-Dunton in~ EnayolQpedia Britannica states: 

11!l!he 'message* of poetry must be more unequivocal, more thoroughly 

accentuated, than that of any of the other fine arts.n3 If the 

message is the sincere expression of the poet's heart,4 if it is 

expressed in concrete terms, 5 it can be of great.value in worship; 

for, "growing people are constantly in need of more language and 

imagel"'J whereby to express their thoughts."0 This statement of 

Verkuyl suggests that a poem to be helpful in the worship experience 

must have, in addition to the five essentials given above and in 

• • • • • • 

1. Of. Ante, P• 66. 
2. Lanier, Sidney: The Science of ~~lish Verse, p. 296. 
3. Watts-Dunton, Walter Theodore: "Poetry", The Encyclopedia 

Britannica, Vol. XXI, P• 879. 
4. Of. Ante, PP• 59, 60. 
5. Of. Benson, Louis F.: The HYmnody of the Christian Church, 

Lecture III, P• 118. 
6. Verkuyl, Gerrit: Adolescent Worship, p. 185. 
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a.ddi tion to worthwhile subject matter or a. real message, good. style. 

Gates saus, uThe words should be bea:utiful, lyrioal, and literary, 

and the imagery suggested should be wholesome and Christia.n. 11l 

Moreover, if a. poem is to be of worth to middle adolescents, its 

style must be clear and its message and language intelligible to 

them. 

More important, however, than the considerations 

presented above is the matter of a poem's religious and spiritual 

merit. A poem~ be good literature, may meet certain adolescent 

needs, may help the senior to build up ethical standards and establish 

a. philosop~ of life; yet, la.Qking the essence of spiritual truth, 

it can not be considered particularly valuable as a worship material. 

Since senior worship involves. a relationship between the adolescent 

and God, it is necessary that poetry to be of help in the experience 

must present lofty concepts of God, noble concepts of Christ, 

and worthy concepts of the individual and lruman.ity; for, ttif 

spiritual insight, ethical vitality and emotional power be laCking, 

the loveliest of lyrics is not fitted for PUX11oses of worship.112 

If, however, such poetry as meets adolescent needs, 

literary standards, and re~irements of teachers of religion is 

Qhosen, it~ yet be of little benefit in a worship service. 

Obviously, it is possible for even a good poem to be so used a.s to 

be meaningless. How then should poetry be used in senior worship? 

• • • • • • 

1. Gates, Sherwood: Youth a.t Worship, Christian Quest Materials, p.l4. 
2. Weigle, 1. A. and Twee~, H. H.: Training the Devotional Life, p.36. 
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D. Recommendation Regarding the J&wner of 
Using Poetr,y in Senior Worship Services. 

Possible uses and values of poetry in adolescent worship 

have been set forth in ahapter three of the present study. The 

survey analysis reported in chapter four reveals that poetry is 

being used in a great variecy of wa:;j'S and, for the most part, wisely 

and beneficially used. Chapter three suggests general functions; 

Chapter :four, by ~mans of charts points out speaifi o funot ions. One 

observes, for example, that a poem may be. a call to worship, and 

so may open a service; or it may take the place of a benediction and 

close a service. It Ina¥ be the mans of preyer and, as such, may 

serve as adoration, thanksgiving, confession, petition and inter-

llession. npr8¥ern by Trench,· lines :from *lThe Passing of Arthur" by 

Te:rl.I\)Tson, parts of Brovv.nings "Saul" and tt.Pippa Passes", the :match-

less closing chapters of Job, and the superb lyrics of the Psalms 

are suggestions of the type of poetry that can be used effectively 

in preparing seniors for pr~er or in leading them in prayer. It 

is significant that about a third of the poems reported in the 

survey charts are so used. 

Moreover, a poem may be used as the climax of a talk 

or as the climax of the entire service. A poem may be, indeed, the 

focal point of the whole program. 'Furthermore, it IllEW create a 

worshipful atmosphere, may arouse a real interest in the music of a 

service, ~ be the means of dedicating the offering, and ~ 

prepare for the Scripture reading or may even be the Scripture 

reading. All these uses of poetry have been discovered in the 
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servi oes examined. 

Nevertheless, two fUnctions o£ poetry, its power to 

heal and to penetrate the doubts o£ a scientific a.geldiscussed 

:previously in the present study, apparently are not being recognized. 

inether the persons who prepared the various services examined 

were not aware of these fUnctions or 'Whether they could not find 

poems illustrative of these two powers, cannot be determined. Such 

poems do exist, however, and should be employed in services of wor­

ship as a means of meeting doubts and questions that often arise in 

the minds of high school pupils and as a means or calming and heal­

ing the distressed mind of a . maladjusted youth. Poems capable of 

doing this latter are: ''Whittier's ttDear Lord and Father of Mankind.,, 

parts of Wordsworth's 11L1ne.s Written a Few Miles Above Tintern 

Abbey", Edwin :Markham's '*A Preyer", and lines from ~tthew .Arnold's 

"Self-Dependence". Illustrative of poetry's power to dissipate 

doubts are such poems as the following: lines from Brow.ning's 

"Easter Da;-1", his 11Paraoelsus", his "The Ring and the Boo1t"; parts 

of Te!Ul¥'son's "The Higher Pantheismn, and his "l!~lower in the 

Orannied WaJl"; Thomas Edward Brown's "JJ'f¥ Garden"; and Bryant's 

"To a Waterfowl"· Clearly, no attempt has been made to list all the 

poems which may serve helpfully in worship services for middle 

adolescents nor necessarily to suggest the best poem for a given 

function. Ratier has one endeavored to show by a few examples 

that poet~~ can be used in a variety of w~s in senior worship. 

• • • • • • 

1. Cf. Ante, PP• 69, 70. 
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~he principal recommendation regarding the manner of 

using poetr,y, therefore, is that it be used in~ ways, that it 

be employed not predominantly as pr~er but that it be allowed to 

perform all the various !unctions of which it is capable. MOreover, 

when one recalls the number of poems used in the services investigated 

in a manner Which could not be deterudned, one considers it necessary 

to suggest further that no poem be employed in a senior worship 

service unless there is in the mind of the leader a definite 

reason for its inclusion. When poetry is chosen with a purpose and 

!unction and is used effectively, it can be one of the most valuable 

of all worship materials. 

E. Summary. 

In the light of the findings of chapter four and on 

the basis of the whole previous investigation, this chapter has 

presented certain recommendations. It has suggested first of all 

that poetr3 be used in senior worship services, not necessarily more 

extensively than at present but that its present use be continued. 

Second, it has been pointed out that poetry must be chosen on the 

basis of adolescent needs, the :roori t of the author, and the V'.a.lue 

of the verse as a literar,y piece. A third recommendation is that 

poetry be placed with an aim or purpose in a worship program and 

that in various services it be used to perform all the many 

functions of wh.ioh it is capable. 
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AliD CONCLUSION 

:ehe purpose of the present stud;r, as stated in the 

introduction, has been to investigate the use of poetry in worship 

services planned for middle adolescents. At the outset of the 

study, the investigator discovered that before the actual use of 

poetr,y could be intelligently investigated it was necessary (1} 

to study the religious experience of middle adolescents; (2) to 

investigate senior group \rorship, its nature and its function; and 

(3) to analyze the nature of poetry and to evaluate its effective­

ness in the worship experience. 

Chapter one, therefore, presented the results of the 

study of the religious experience of middle adolescents. The 

first phase of the experience considered was conversion, whiCh was 

found to be of three types: one, a process of growth; a second, a 

sudden or cataclysmic experience; a third, a matter of decision or 

shifting of loyalty. The causes of oonvers ion, apart from the 

supernatural factors which might be present in the experience, 

were discovered to be physiological and psJ~hological. MOreover, 

it was pointed out that the age w.hen most conversions occur is 

sixteen and that, strikingly enough, this is the age significant 

for the beginning of intellectual doubts. There followed then a 

study of these doubts. It was revealed that the objects most 
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frequently doubted are: the validity of the Scriptures, the die~ 

of Christ, some of the attributes of God, His existence, and i:m-
.. 

mortali~. ~he developing physical, mental, emotional, and volition-

al life of tl~ senior, and the dogmatic teaching received in child-

hood were presented as the chief causes of doubts in high school 

youths. Furthermore, it was indicated that doubts, if met frankly, 

may strengthen the adolescent's faith and ~ lead him not to 

accept but actual)y to lay hold of the fundamentals of the faith. 

Proceeding then from the consideration of these two 

phases of religious experience, conversion and doubts, chapter one 

introduced a third phase, worship. This was designated as a climax 

in religious e~erienoe because it is not confined to the adolescent 

period and because it involves the senior's relationshtp with God the 

Father, The five fundamental attitudes - reverence, gratitude, good-

will, faith, and loyal~ -were found to be particularly strong 

in the adolescent and thUs to form the basis for his worship ex-

perience. In treating each of these three phases of religious ex-

perienoe, the investigator suggested that poetry was of value and 

indicated that its pertinence to the·problem would be presented in 

detail later in the investigation. 

Since this investigation of worship was from the stand-

point of its nature, chapter two gave a treatment of the function of 

group worship in the lives Of seniors. This involved a. stu~ of 

possible worship situations and made clear that a. ,vital and con-

structive experience between the senior and God is possible only when 

a. service definitely provides for conte!Ilpla.tion, revelation, 
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communion, and fruition, when it has reality and both a religious 

and Christian charaeter, and when, because of' its planning, it has 

unity, climax, dignity, beauty, intelligibility, and conciseness. 

Furthermore, it was revealed that many materials 

are available with which to build a worship program. Four materials, 

important £or the present stucy, were discussed;· and the especial 

significance of' poetry was suggested. Following this, the principal 

values of' group worship f'or the senior were presented and were sh~vn 

to be: (l) the experience of repeated fellowship with the Father, 

and {2) the making o£ Christian character in His image. Speeific 

examples Of the second were fOund to be the releasing Of personality 

£rom the domination o£ self or of others, the liberating o£ creative 

instincts~ the giving of a sense o£ mission, and the integrating in 

an adequate Wf!J.'3 o£ the senior's entire personalicy. 

Having indicated a number of worship materials which 

might be used with profit and effectiveness in senior programs, the 

investigator in chapter three gave a detailed treatment o£ poetry 

and its t'u.n.ction in religious e:x;perienoe. The study included 

investigation into the nature of poetry and revealed that the 

essential; elements are emotion, imagination, truth, beauty, and 

reythm. _ Each of these elements was found to be related to the 

adolescent's nature and, by implication, to the nature of worship. 

Moreover, the chapter set forth the chief functions of poetry in 

the worship experieuoe. It was pointed out that poetry ~ open 

the senior's e.yes to the revelation of God in nature, that it may 

broaden the adolescent's horizon and give him the desired perspective, 
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that 1 t rtJ8lf give quietness to a disturbed mind, that it mey answer 

adequately the questions and doubts of teen-age youth living in a 

scientific age, that it wcy- lead high school youth to deep ex­

periences in prayer, and that it ~ release the creative forces 

in an adolescent's personality. In short, the appropriateness and 

the value of poetry in religious experience was clearly established. 

In the light of the theoretical use of poetry given 

above, chapter four reported the practical present-day use of 

poetry as determined by a survey of representative senior worship 

materials. These sources included one hundred and fifty-five 

services, eighty of Which used poetr-.t. The one hundred and twenty­

nine poems found in the services were placed in relationship to 

the opening of the service, the clo·se of the service, llll.lsi c, talks, 

litanies, and respon~, prayer, and the Scriptures. Moreover, 

the use was discovered to be prayer, meditation, gaining interest 

and attention, challenging, and creating atmosphere. The relation­

ship and the :function of certain poems could not be determined. 

As a result of the survey analysis and in the light 

of all the previous investigation, chapter five presented certain 

recommendations regarding the use of poetr.y in senior worship 

services. These recO!mlendations, with which the present study 

concluded, are: 

{1) Poetry should be used extensively in worship 

services for middle adolescents. The present use seems to be 

extensive enough and should be continued. 

(2) Poetry should be wisely selected as regards 
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author and t,ype, the latter involving consideration both of 

adolescent needs and literary standards. 

(3) Poetry should be used with a definite purpose 

in the mind of the leader and in a variety of wa::JB• 

~ben poetry is thus selected and so used, it is of inestimable value 

in the worship experience of middle adolescents. 
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