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IN TROD UC'!ION 



INTROD:UCT ION 

A. DEFINITION OF AREA OF STUlillY 

The area or stwiy in this textual ana personal survey of: 

the aims and results of' youth activity in representative modern 

lo0al churches must be ie:finedi as the study o:t theory and prac

tice in church work with middle anQ latar aQ:oleacents. 1b.is is 

not to be e:on!Uaed with the larger area of' religious e&luoa tion 

as formally 1nstitutionalise~ in the mOI!lern Sunt;lay School.i It 

is rather to be eenterecl upon the activities of' such groups as 

Christian B:ndeavor Soe:ieties, Bpworth I.sague Societies, ana other 

dlenomi;na tional young people.~. s W·ganisa tiona. a are thinking, 

then, not o:t youth from early chil.Ghoci to the teens, but of' 

youth from Ii1gh. School age on tbltough later atlolsscenoa.' 

B. THii NiUD FOR A WCRK OF THIS KIND 

l. The Known hilure ot Churches Today To ~1p Youth 

Tbe w1iespl!ead 1nd 1ffarenee of: youth to organ1zefS religion 

today is both a mown fae:t and a fact largely ignored by church 

P&ople. 'lha complacency o:t 1nd ivitual church members in their 

e:hur·che a! mei locre achlevements with young people appalls anyone 

who seeks to lead youth movements to an increased effectiveness. 

The inalifterence of' young people ~o the best which organiseQi 



a. 

church youth movements now offer constitutes a tremendous 

challenge not only to the theological and philosophical 

basis of current religion but also to the aims and tech

niques of planned youth programs everywhere. 

The youth of America and the youth of the world are not 

reached by church youth movements. Rather the youth of the 

world is turning to National Socialism, Communism, and Fasc

ism, if not to crime. The reason for this condition has 

been sought by youth leaders for many years. These leaders 

have examined home, school, church, and state to find the 

reason. However accurate their findings have been, youth's 

· indifference to the church remains a problem unsolved. 

There is, therefore, a continued need for a study of this 

problem, a repeated call for sincere and thorough re-exam

inations of church youth activities. 

Any adequate study of the problem must go beyond a de

ductive evaluation of theory. It must survey inductively 

actual local churches, for in the local church is to be 

found the best picture of church failure with youth. 

"The social worker hesitates to criticize the 
church, but viewing prisaps, hospitals, reformatories 
and eourts with one 1 s£:ears echoing stories of drab 
l.ives, unllt·by warmth of any genuine religious exper
ience, children whose hearts have never beat faster for 
the mystic presence of any spiritual being, youths by 
hundreds who believe in nothing, know nothing of the 
feeling of an enlarged, creative power • • • the 
social worker, seeing all this and knowing that to 
these half-starved and bewildered young spirits 
the least drop of water would be a miracle, questions 
whether it is essential for churchmen to busy themselves 
with talk of Fundamentalism versus Modernism. If clergy
men cannot awaken youth to faith, humility and gratitude, 



or quicken his enthusiasm for life beyomi. himself, the 
chureh cannot cope with 6\elinquency •• • l 

This study, there tore, will a ttampt not only to aacerta in 

the trend of contampora:tty thought regarding prope:~r· aims and tech• 

niquea in dealiUS with youth, but will go into actual, living, 

local ebul"'ches, selected for the 1r representative quality, and 

examine both their aims and their comparative results. It is 

hop64 that from this study will emerge a clue of permanent value 

1.n the solution of the problem of' church failure with youth. 

2. The Need For A Definitive Study Of A 1ms In Youth Work 

It bas long been an axiom of education that li t'Lle can be 

expected in concrete aehievement where no clear objective is 

consciously held.· This bas eons to be an universally accepted 

truism of· relisious as well as secular e4ucation. Iagion are 

the soienti:fic lists of correet aims in ehurch work with youth.l 

Yet, there remains considerable variation, as well as downright 

eonfus ion, in the t..~eory atlli: application of the sa aims.' 

The question, •wnat are we seeking to achieve?" must not 

only be asked but sincerely and f'rankly answered. Not until a 

specif'ie answer to this question in a specific ehureh has bean 

given can the specific: program of that church ba avaluatea. And 

not until the apacif'ic church program can be stuliJiafilJ can any 

worthy aivane-e a ba made in a solution of' the problem of church 

failure with youth. 

•••••••••••••••••••• 

l. Van waters, Jliriam, Youth In Con:fliet, PP• 140-141, Republic 
Publishing Company, New York City, 1926. 



s. 

This study will seek there.1.ore to ascertain both the 

trend of current definition of objective, and the effective

ness of the application of the defined objective in the 

local church. 

3. The Need For A Re-evaluation Of The Results Of Modern 

Methods 

Less emphasis needs to be placed on the theories. and 

techniques of youth activity §!! theories and techniques, 

and more emphasis upon the nature of the results achieved. 

We will study theory and technique only as related to con

crete achievement. Only in the vacuum of the student's 

study can technique be divorced from results. Tecnnique 

caru1ot stand s1one. It must be considered as intrinsically 

united with living achievement. It is in the results of 

contemporary church youth activity that the answer to the 

problem of theory ancl technique must be found. 

We wish therefore to firld out exactly what the indi

vidual church is achieving. The laboratory of the local 

church must be the scene of our search for truth, for not 

in abstract speculation, but in concrete achievement is to 

be discovered the secret of failure or success. 

C. TR'!I; METHOD · OF APPROACH 

JL. A Personal Study As Well As A Textual Study 

we do not believe the answer to the problem of church 



failure with youth can be rountil apart trom a study of' a specific 

situation. 1b shall therefore be prtmarilJ concerned with the 

youth activity in specific representative ehuroh.as. mowever, 

in o~er to ap~oaeb the individual churoh w1 th a ba~kground 

of awareness of· the problems involvei, we shall iiscover f'1rst 

what the ou\standing leaders of youth are thinking in respect 

to objec:tive s and teoh.niques, then proceed to investigate with 

all possible thoroughness the concrete achievements or lack 

th.ereo:t in 'the specific situations. 

All problems are ultimately personal, dynamic, related to 

life• not impersonal, static, isolated from reality. A rich 

store of philosophical speculation and laboratory research 

awaits the stu6ent who del'ves into the available textbooks in 

the itield, yet any textbook, however e:onctrete in its delineation 

of' results, remains but a static summary of" a dynamic adventure.' 

New: textbooks must f'orever be written, new researches repeatedly 

made, to keep alive tb.e tilynamic problem itself 1n the minas o:t 

tli.tosa who would solve it.' 

2. !he Youth Prosram Of' '!he Individual Church 

In examining the youth activity within the individual 

ehuroh, there are five areas of investigation concerningthe 

local church as it ore;ani3$S itself to cope with the youth 

proble~· 

1''1rst of' all we shall list in each church its youth 

oreillniutions arxi its youth work outsute tb.a bound!aFiea of' 

its own organizations.' Second, we shall list t:ts ievotional, 



:tree:reat1onal, and self-expressive activities am objectives 

w1th1n each youth ore;aniut1on. ih1rd, we sball study the 

personality, efficiency, ani OJt-iginality of tha youth laaders 

in the spec1f'1c ehuroh.j Pourth, we sball seek to clasaif'y 

the literature and sources usatl 1n the youth prog~rama of' the 

lec:al church as to tba 1r dynamic olt static qualities~, And 

:fifth, we shall ascertain both tm eJtpressed and the unex• 

presset motives of the youth workers in tba chl.lrches o:r our 

1nve stiga t ion.1 

3. The Response Of Individual Young People To The Specific 

Church Youth Pro~am 

To secure tba churches! evaluation of the 1r own youth 

programs would not g1ve us a complete picture of the problem 

we seek to unieratand. we must go to tba young man and the 

young woman who do not respond in any way to those programs 

as well as to the young people who do respond if' we would 

face the problem as it is., 

Hence, this stuAy will survey the n:embers of youth organ• 

1zations in the specific church as e;omparelit numeriC'&lly with 

the complete membel"sh1p roll of that chure:h, as well as the 

per-centage of young people in the corn.mt~ni ty who are members of 

those youth orsan1zations~ In ad&lition to this :fruitfUl source 

of facts teacript1ve of the church situation today in relation 

to youth,. we will include tba results of personal interviews 

with young people wbo have stated tbair reactions, both affirm• 

ative am negative, to the youth o:rrganizat1ons, ae:tivi ties, 



leaders, lite:ra.ture, and mo~ives 1n the churches of their 

attendance, or, it· tb9y attend none, in the ehur-ches of the 1r 

communities~· 

D.· TFB DmLD!ITATION OF THIS STUDY 

1. An Intensive Rather Than An Extensive Study 

In this survey it shall be our primary motive 'to evaluate 

the youth acti'Vity of the loeal ehurctb9s in a representative 

community. As a seeoniary consideration, we shall seek ex

tensively to cover the f·ieli of contemporary thought as to a1ms 

and techniques.· fb.e importance of our primary interest 

necessallily places tb9 major- portion of our study in the con• 

crete i~est1gation of' speettie situations.' 'fhe secorulary 

interest ot cull' study will be treatel first inasmuch as 1t 

constitutes a necessary approach to an intell1sent handling 

of the 1nd1vtiiual youth programs considered~' 

2. 'fhe Youth Programs And Response In Representative 

Churches Of A Modern City 

A study of this kin4 eannot be begun in the larse•' It 

must be be gun in the small -- the 1mll8a ia te rather than the 

distant. Hence, !'our of tb9 leading aenomina t1ons of America, 

as viewed 1n their churches in White Plains and Yonkers, New 

York, have been selected for our investigation.'~ 

.S. SOUR\I:S 

The sources of this study are of two kinds: (l) textual, 



and (2) personal. 

'!he taJttual sources include a wite range or eontemporary 

thought among leaders interested in the Pesults of youth 

activity among the modeltll churehee. 

The personal source e include the following individual 

ehurch.es ot westchester County in the State ot New York: The 

Memorial Ketholist llpieeopal Church in lhite Plaine, The 

Trinity Lutheran Church in Ylhite Plaine, The R14geview Congre• 

pt1onal Church in White Plains, and The Nepperhan Avenue 

Baptist Churoh in Yonkers~' 

The tmwillingness of' Roman Catholic· and High &p1s~opal 

Churches, and of Ortho4ox Hebrew Assemblies, to c-ooperate in 

this investigation bas precluded the .POSSib111ty of their 

inclusion 1n the areas o:r this study. 



CHAP'mR OM!: 
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aHA P'JER ON'£ 

TIB TR!NDS OF MCDERN 1BOUGHT 

O:ONCERNING OBJB:CTIWS AND TECHNIQUES 

IN YOUTH WCRK AMONG THE CHURCHiS 

When one attempts to discover the conscious objectives 

of ehurches and church leaders in their work with young people, 

he immediately perceives that there are two elements observable 

1n these objecttives. First of all, avery chur~h worker with 

youth bas, e 1 thar in the :roreg:~tounlili or backgr,oum of his think

ing, some idea or- wbat he is trying to achieve. That is, he has 

a the ore tical a 1m or goal.' Lie wise, be has some conscious 

principls of the technique to be assoctiated with his aim or goal. 

Thus to consider the aim of' work with youth, one must consider 

its two aspects, practical as well as theoretical~* 

Put di:ff'erently, eaeh youth leader has in mind at least a 

vague picture of· the youth who will represent the ideal and of 

his work. But he bas mora than this vague picture; he has also 

som iafinite prineiplas of method or technique by which to 

achieve his ideal goal. 

It is not within the r:rama work or this the sis to list nor 

to examine the m,nitolfl systems of nethod in the :tiald. It is 

rathel" our purpose to understand the principle behioo the selec

tion of' a mathoi, for this principle must inevitably be closely 
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associated with the aim or the goal itself -- so closely 

associated, in fact, as to be indeed a part of that aim or 

goal. We will, therefore, seek to trace first the various 

ideas and ideals regarding motive and aim, and second the 

principles of method behind the techniques selected through 

which to fulfil the aim. 

It is well at this point to indicate the basis for the 

writer's selection of sources used in the investigation. 

First, a sincere attempt was made to cover a wide range of 

viewpoint among writers in the field. That is, since the 

investigation of contemporary thought about youth work in 

this thesis is inductive rather than deductive, the ideal was 

a wide selection of sources without previous judgment, and to 

allow these various authors to speak for themselves so as to 

create a composite picture of what is being thought. In 

other words, the attempt in this thesis as regards the opinions 

of writers in the field is to ge.rner a broad underst11nding of 

contemporary belief about motives and techniques in church 

work with youth. 

To select at the beginning any prepared list of sources 

would be to miss the point of this investigation. The thought 

is to find out what is being written on the subject from c.my 

und all viewpoints, whether officially recognized by any 

group as authoritative or not. Prepared lists of sources 

are only indications of a reason for selection, which may 

prove to be the desire to sustain a prejudiced argument. 



T~e main idea, therefore, in the selection of sources 

was to escape any prepared list, and to gather together, 

deliberately at random, as wide as possible a group of 

books in the field. 

ThUS many books are chosen which have no direct bearing 

on church work with youth, but are of considerable value in 

defining the nature of youth and the desired ends of youth 

training. Books which approach the prob~em of youth's 

training from the standpoint of purely religious interest, 

of adolescent psychology, of youth delinquency as a socio

logical problem, and of purely secular education are 

purposely included. Any book at all which has youth and 

youth training for its area of consideration has a contri

bution to make to the searcher after clear thought on the 

problems of youth guidance. Had the scope of this thesis 

permitted, the writer would have attempted an exhaustive 

inductive study of all contemporary works on youth. 

As the succeeding chapters of this thea constitute 

an attempt to discover what is being done by youth leaders 

in specific churches, this chapter seeks to discover what 

is being thought. TO this end, thirty-nino sources, com

prising many approaches to the problems of youth training, 

are investigated. All are classified as dealing with church 

work with youth though in some cases, as will be seen, the 

relationship is indirect rather than direct, though none the 

less important in helping to secure a well-rounded picture 
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of contemporary thought about the training of youth. 

A. VARIED CONCEPTIONS OF ENDS 

IN CWJRCH WORK WITH YOUTH 

In classifying the following views of the correct ob

jectives in church work with the adolescent into Personal and 

Social, the basis of distine:tion has been the degree to which 

each expression or definition of aim was obviously of a dom

inantly personal or social emphasis. In many cases, as will 

be evident, definitions of aim include both a personal and a 

social emphasis, though in no case could it be justly said 

that an author stresses both the personal and the social 

equally. Either the personal or the social is dominant. 

Again, personal aims often have social implications, and 

social aims are often personally applied. By the term personal, 

however, is meant a statement of youth objective ich, 

it may soc lmplications, is primarily and predomin-

antly interested in the personal relationship to God. And 

by social is meant a statement of objective which, though 

expressed in personal terms, is primarily and predominantly 

erest soc ion. 

1. Personal Conceptions of Aim 

The church worker with youth emphasizing personal aims 

invariably thinks of his work as a force operating toward 

the establishment or reestablishment of contact between t 
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$oul of the youth and God. This purpose, rooted in personal 

regeneration, is basic in all writers on the subject of aim 

with a predominantly personal emphasis. 

This point of view, far from being laid aside as an 

outworn conception of objective, is still vigorously main

tained. 

The personal adjustment to Christ receives dominant em

phasis in James v. Thompson's 11Handbook For Workers With Young 

People", though a social quality is clearly observable also. 

Thompson lists sixteen desired responses in work with young 

people. 

"1. A personal consecration to the program of 
Jesus Christ as Savior and Leader. 

u "2. Active membership in the church, including 
attendance and participation. 

11 3. Habits of Christian conduct in daily life. 
"4. Increasing enrichment of personal l.ife through 

daily prayer and Bible study. 
"5. An enlarging place in the service activities 

of home, church, community, and world. 
"6. A recognition of God's guidance in history, 

and in the life of today, both national and individual. 
"7. Cuoice of life-work and preparation for ser

vice in the chosen field. 
"8. Increasing efficiency in both work and re

creation. 
11 9. Enlarging conception of the place and program 

of the church in the world's work. 
" 1110. Helpful relations with younger life. 

"11. Willingness to apply the boundless energy 
of this stage to the constructive tasks of home, church, 
community, world. 

1112. Eagerness to spread the knowledge of Jesus 
Christ to the ends of the earth. 

''13. Increasing powers of self-expression in 
prayer, testimony, and service activity. 

"14. Habits of service through giving of self, 
time, substance. 

"15. Both a vocation and an avocation. 
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"16. A belief that the Christian principles off'er 
a practical basis for modern life." 1 

Mr. Thompson has obviously gone to considerable trouble 

to arrange a complete list of objectives. He has admirably 

covered nearly every phase of life which might be considered 

in such a list. The personal relationship with Jesus Christ 

as Savior and Leader is, being first mentioned, the dominant 

factor, though the domestic, community, and national or 

world significance of this basic relationship is not over

lookeO.. 

Depending upon one's estimate of Thompson's own evalua

tion of these objectives, personal consecration to the program 

of Christ as Savior and Leader, being first, would seem to 

be considered by Thompson of primary importance. It is for 

this reason that his statement of objective at this point ia 

listed among those of dominant personal interest. However, 

let us look at otner facts which emerge from this statement. 

Ten of these objectives have an undeniable social emphasis, 

the third, fifth, seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh, 

fourteenth, fifteenth, and sixteenth, while only five are 

dominantly personal in scope, the first, second, fourth, 

sixth, and twelfth, and one, the thirteenth, may be con

sidered both personal and social. This would seem to 

suggest that church, community, and world problems must 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1. Thompson, James V. , Handbook For ~lorkers With Young 
People, pp. 49-50. 
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be brought emphatically to youth's attention as well as his 

relationship to Christ. In fact, a view of this statement 

as a whole would emphasize that youth's interest and 

appreciation for social well-being is a factor which will 

naturally emerge from his commitment to Christ. 

Thompson is seen, therefore, as seeking personal 

commitment to Christ and what to him must be the natural 

outgrowth of such a commitment, social awareness and re

sponsibility. Though personal commatment to Christ comes 

first in this statement, social responsibility receives 

even a stronger emphasis, as the ten-five proportion indi

cates. The fact, however, that the social responsibility 

follows rather than precedes personal commitment to Christ 

is significant. Undeniably the stronger emphasis here is 

social, but the basic emphasis personal. 

Thompson would train youth to be a completely well

rounded and responsible member of society as well as a 

personal disciple of Christ, and would feel that the 

social emerges naturally and normally out of the personal. 

There is no blind disregard of social responsibility here, 

but an emphatic recognition of it as a normal outgrowth 

of personal consecration to Christ. This is a significant 

contribution to any attempt at definition of sound objective 

with youth. 

A unique and vivid personal emphasis i;s to be found 
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in Charles Frances McKoy• s "The Art Of Jesus As A Teacher. u 

"Jesus sought to impart His spirit through intimate 
contact. He was more concerned that His followers 
should know Him than that they should remember any 
particular form of words. • • Jesus made Himself 
the center of His own teaching: 'I am the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life' (John 14:6) • • • The transfor
mation of character on the part of all the disciples 
was accomplished so gradually and yet so completely 
that the Peter, James, and John of the Acts of the 
Apostles seem utterly different from the untrained 
fishermen of the early days of Jesus' ministry." 1 

There is a strong suggestion in this utterance of 

the principles behind a system of method. Though this is 

true, and these words could with equal appropriateness be 

used in connection with determining a basis for selecting 

a technique, they remain a vivid definition of the personal 

goal of work with youth, namely, to impart to youth through 

an intimate contact with ~hrist a satisfying and a trans

forming knowledge of Him. This is a strong emphasis upon 

the personal relationship to Christ not only as a way to 

God but also as a source of transfDDming power in the 

building of character. There is no expressed social 

emphasis here, but a peculiarly vivid personal one, im

plying that the one supremely important result to be 

obtained, upon which all others depend, is a transforming 

personal and intimate knowledge of Christ. 

A predominantly personal list of specific aims in 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
1. McKoy, Charles Frances, The Art Of Jesus As A Teacher, 

pp. 140-141. 
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dealing with youth is found in the book, "Learning To 

Teach From The Master Teacher", by John A. Marquis. Among 

these specific goals are: the communication of religious 

knowledge, the awakening and directing of thought about 

religion, the inducing of a decision in behalf of religion, 

the cultivation of character, and the culmination 
1 

preparation for service. 

There are five spemific goals mentioned here. Of 

these five, three are purely religious in a personal 

sense, the fourth is equally personal though it might be 

considered less religious, and onlY one is social. This 

proportion is significant. However, it is interesting to 

note that the fifth, preparation for service, is described 

as the culmination of the others. One gets the impression 

that Marquis believes that service, a social emphasis, is 

really the end in view in youth training. However, the 

social goal of service is last on the list, and the 

purely personal relation to God occupies four of the five 

objectives. Though Marquis describes service as the cul-

mination of personal religious development, he emphasizes 

the personal religious development as the prime essential 

in a four-five proportion. This is to be contrasted to 

Thompson's ten-five proportion in emphasis upon the social, 
2 

though recognition of the personal as basic • 

• • • • • • • • • • 

1. Cf. , Marquis, John A., Learning To Teach From The 
Master Teacher, pp. 9-15. 

2. Cf., Ante, P• 16. 
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Another statement of the personal emphasis, expressed 

in more general terms, is that of Powell in his ·~ducation 

For Life With God", in which he defines the Christian con

ception of the whole of education as preparation for life 

with God. He asks the question as to what Christian educa

tion in a distinctive sense might be, and answers that it 

is the viewing of all education as preparation for 

communion with God. He feels that this view of Christian 

education is the raising of religious education, so-called, 
1 

to the Christian level. 

Life with God may or may not be conceived as possessing 

social implications, but it undeniably bears a predominantly 

personal interest. Throughout all of his training, youth 

is to be prepared for and brought to the point of communion 

and fellowship with God. 

Moxcey defines the ideal result of church work with 

youth as the youth's ability to say from the heart, "My 
2 

wil.L is to do His willn. 

Both personal relationship and socially responsible 

action are suggested here. That is, the personal relation

ship is heart-felt alliance with God's will, but the doing 

of Hia will implies action which may be of a social nature. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1. Cf., Powell., Wilfred E., Education For Life With God, 
pp. 239-256. 

2. Cf., Moxcey, Mary E., Finding My Place, pp. 307-317. 
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We have observed certain marked trends in these 

personal conceptions of aim. While each statement revealed 

a recognition of the basic emphasis upon personal relation

ship to Christ and to God, not all of them gave equal place 

to social implications. Thompson placed personal consecra

tion to Christ at the head of his list, but gave the social 

outgrowth in well-rounded domestic, community, and world 
l. 

service activity a larger emphasis in a ten-five proportion. 

McKoy gave us a vivid definition of youth training in his 

estimate of Jesus' method as a teacher, pointing to the 

supreme importance of the impartation of a personal satis

fying and transforming knowledge of Christ through intimate 
2 

contact. Marquis suggested tnat preparation for service 

was the culmination of personal religious development, but 

emphasized the personal religious development in a four-
3 

five proportion. Powell definea tne enas oi' youth training 
"4 . 

as preparation ror 11:t"e with God. And Moxcey defined 

the ideal result of church work with youth as heartf~lt 
5 

alliance with and doing of God's will • . 
There are five definitions here, all of them with 

basic reco®ition of the personal relation to God, yet 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1; cr; Ante; pp. 15-16. 
2; Cf; Ante; p; 18. 
3; Cf; Ante; p; 19~ 
4; Cf; Ante; p; 20; 
s. Cf. Ante, p. 20. 
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only one gives a thorough place in its definition for 

social imp:lications, a second suggests that the social 

iA +.he C1Jlmination of the personal but makes only slight 

re~erence to it, and the remaining three make no specific . . 

ment.ion of the social. From these five definitions, ~here

fore, one may draw the conclusion that among these five 

at least the goal of work with youth is predominantlY 

the youth's personal relationship to Christ and to God, 

ont from which may issue strong social awareness and 

resnonsibility, though onlY one of these authors gives 

social responsibility any considerable attention. 

o. Social Conceptions Of Aim 

Perha~A the best statement of the goal of church work 

with youth from the ~redominantl:v social ~oint of view is 

the fo~mulation by The International Council Of Relig~~us 

Education in its Leaders' Manual for The Christian Quest 

Series, entitled, "The Goal Of The Christian Quest". 

uThe goal o~ the Christian Quest is to weave ·'the 
strands of Christian motive and purpose into the grow
ing fabric of the ever•present Quests o~ youth.· For, 
go on Quests they will, these vouths o~ our dav. 
QUests of Mind, eager searches of the Bodv,. Quest's 
for material gain, Quests for new achievement, Quests 
for the undiscovered secrets tba t God alwa:vs bolas · 
beyond the fringe of our present knowledge as a reward 
for the intrepid pioneer. Shall theY go forth on a 
nagan or a Christian Quest, seeking a Pagan or a 
Christian answer to our problems of race and wa:r 
and social strifel Sbal1·the Quest of their hearts 
be for a material kingdom. for mercenary success as · 
an end in itself, for mere sensual thrill and satis
faction, for a devotion onlv to old forms and outgrown 



23. 

wavs, or for a fellowship with God that shall be 
vi tal· and transforming, for the Kingdom of God on 
earth, for new interpretations of the meaning of 
the age-old Evangel, for Christian habit in ever:'/ 
area of life, and for a society that shall indeed 
be Christian1 Shall they indeed seek first the 
Kingdom of God'i Only the future can answer. n 1 

T:vrpical of this :point of view is the inf'initi_ve, ttto 

weave n. The empr.asis is upon the gradual developmen~ in 

the individual of Christian habits of thiDking and acting • 
• 

There is a nersonal qua1ity in this definition of g~a~, 

but a strong social awareness and responsibility is evident 

in the emphasis upon the seeking of solutions to our pr~blems 

of race and war and social strife toward the building of 

a society that shall indeed be Christian. A fell.owship . 
with God in the Kingdom of God, however, is emphasized, 

though it is the kingdom of God on earth that is sought 

a social ideal. 

In a statement tr~t has both personal suggestiveness 

and clearly social implications, Charles E. McKinleY 

states: 

, . 

"From our standpoint, the problem of bringing 
souls to God shanes itself this waY: how shall the 
sniritual powers now dormant in the soul o·r the 
child or lying in helpless incarceration behind 
dense walls of worldliness and selfishne·ss and 
sensua1ity in the mature sinner, find their wav 
forth into light and activity?" 2 

•••••••••••••••• 

The Christian Quest. Leaders' Manual, Youth and 
Jesus' Way of Life. · 
McKinleY, Charles E., Educational Evangelism, p. 110. 

. . 
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Here again the gradual as opposed to the crisis in

culcation of Christian viewwoint is emphasized. The 

nersonal quality of bringing souls to God in a spi!itual 

awakening is here, yet the terms "worldliness", "selfish

ness", and "sensuality'' suggest the social implications 

of spiritual awakening. 

Paul R. Hanna, in his nyouth Serves The Community" • 

finds that the challenge offered by the millions of un

awakened young people determines in part the r~ture of 
' .. 

the goal. Though this source is not primari~v involved 

with formal church work with youth, it reflects a sig

nificant emphasis unon the social integration of youth,_ 

and therefore has an indirect but important contribution 

to religious definitions of objective. 

"Children and youth, millions of them the world · 
over, restless 'With tremendous energi-es~ Communities, 
thousands of them from pole to pole, embracir~ the· -
conditions and materials from which we may create a · 
far more ideal environment for better living~ on the 
one hand, the great energy of youth requiring only 
a dynamic purpose to make that force the most con~ 
struetive factor in social progress. ·On ·the other 
hand, cultures rich in potentialities, needing a 
great constructive force to realize the abundant 
human life which they are capable of providing.· · To 
coordinate these tv10 mighty resources -- to harness 
the energy of youth to the task of progressively· 
improving conditions of community life -- that is 
the supreme challenge to educational and social 
statesmanship." 1 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1. Hanna, Paul R., Youth Serves The Community, pp. 21-22. 
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This expression constitutes a vivid declaration 

of the challenge found in the social approach to the 

matter of goal. Youth is to be awakened and drawn into 

building the community ~or human enjoj~ent. This presents 

the purely social viewpoint on work with youth. To this 

end o~ training youth as a social constructive ~orce Hanna 
' 

talks of Public Safety, Civic Beauty, Community Health, 

Agriculture and Industrial Improvement, and Civic Arts 
'1 

as the fields of youth challenge and interest. 

Hanna includes a brief creed from one of the groups 

of young people he discusses, suggesting its value as.de

nicting the goal of youth work in terms of youth attitude. 

"We believe in service for others, in health of mind and 

body to fit us for better service, and in world-wide 
2 

friendship." 

Complete socialization of youth, without regard for 

nersonal relationships with God, is the goal of this 

viewpoint. 

The behavior pattern of the Determinist school plays 

its part in the definition of objective. 
. . . 

"Any effective education for character will need' 
to carry ~orvlard.~t~.~or~.~~~~in the behavior pattern. 

. . . . . . . . . . -. . . . . 

1L; Cf'. 1 · Haima1. Op. Cit., P'P• 42-197. 
2. Ibia, p. 1B3. 
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Character as an intelligent, effective, and dependable 
way of life wil1 result, not from tal.kJ.ng about . 
character, but from actual ex-perience, Under gul;.. 
dance, in living the Good Life. Moreover this ex- · 
nerience will take place not in artificiallY con.:.· ... · 
~tructed situations, but realisticallY, in the actual 
situations which living presents to growing persons." 1 

There seems to be a trace of the pragmatism of J~~ 

Dewey in these words. The goal of character is not to be 

adhieved by words, but by deeds in natural as opposed to 

artificial situations evoking intelligent response. Its 

empha~is is upon character formation of youth in life situa

tions. This character formation is not based upon P.ersonal 

commitment to God but upon social integration in life 

situations. 

A completely social emphasis is found i~ Upto~ Sin~ 

~lair's definition of aims in youth training. While Sin

clair is not primarily concerned with church youth training, 

the church youth worker may find a helpful clarification of 

aims. in his own work by consulting a secular source ~f this 

kind. Church work with youth does not exist unto itself 

alone, separate from life, but, as a part of life, ca,nnot.. 

ignore the best thought or any thought based on the secular 

approach. Sinclair is vitally interested in youth, and 

what he aims to achieve in youth may help us to clarifY 

our own religious objectives. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
1. Bower 2· William Clayton, Character Through Creative 

ExperJ.ence, p. 257. 
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"';'hat is my p~ogram for colleg~s (that is,~ . · 
educatJ.on) -- to dJ.scuss the vital J.deas, the suoJects 
that men are arguing and fighting over, the problems 
that men are tracing, and that must be solved ifour 
society is not to be rent by civil war. Everybody 
iS interested-in these questions, old and youngt 
rich and poor, high and low, and if you deal with 
them you solve several vexir~ problems at once• You 
solve the problem of getting students to study, 
and also the problem of student morals! you turh 
your college from a country club to whJ.-ch elegant 
young gentlemen come to wear good clothes and play 
games; and more or less in secret to drink and ·car
ouee -- you turn it from that into a place where · 
ideas are taken seriously; and the young learn the 
use of the most wonderful tool that the human race· 
has so far developed, that of experimental science ••• 
You go out into life as a young warrior with an en
chanted sword, all powerful against all enemies. To 
forge that sword and train you in the care of it and 
the use of it -- that is the true task of our institu
tions of higher education. To that end the call goes 
out to alL men and women! who have believed in reason, 
and wish to nave it vind cated and used in the world. 11 1 

The main thought in this statement which may be helpful 

to the church worker with youth is the use of vital, con

temporary issues as a basis for discussion, thus achieving 

two fine results at once, the arousing of genuine interest, 

and the teaching of youth that ideas are to be taken ser

iously. Certainly no picture of what is being thought 

about youth training, religious or secular, would be co~ 

plete without this emphasis upon the utilization of vital 

ideas as a means to the end of interested and serious 

thinking on the part of youth. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1. Sinclair, Upton, The Goose-Step, A Study Of American 
Education, p. 477. 
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Health, self-control, self-reliance, reliability, 

clean play, duty, good workmanship, team-work, kindness, 

and loyalty are objectives of work with youth as outlined 

by another writer with a social emphasis, w. w. Charters, 

who describes social ideals to be inculcated rather than 
1 

divine relationships to be established. 

To arouse in youth an appreciation of life bordering 

upon a spirit of reverence is the goal of youth work as 

conceived by Alfred E. Stearns, who begins a chapter in 

his book, "The Challenge Of Youth", with a unique quota

tion from Thomas Carlyle. 

"The man who cannot wonder, who does not habit
ually wonder and worship, were he president of in
numerable Royal Societies, and carried the 'Mechan
ique Celeste' and 'Hegel's Philosophy', and the 
epitome of all laboratories and observatories with 
their results, in his single head -- is but a pair 
of spectacles behind which there is no eye." 2 

The emphasis here is neither purely personal nor 

social. The suggestion is the development of an 

appreciative awareness of the great meanings and relation

ships behind the observable facts, or reverent wonder. 

Erdman Harris in his book, uTwenty-One", describes 

in four statements and a question his definition of what 

he wishes achieved in youth. "Modern man should feel him-

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1. Ct., Charters, W. W., Teaching Of Ideals, PP• 51-52. 
2. Stearns, Alfred E., The Challenge Of Youth, p. 66. 
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1 
self a citizen of the universe ... "He should try to 

2 
figure out a reasonable explanation." 

3 
feel himself' a man of the world.'' 

4 

"He should 

"He should be master 
5 

of himself'. 11 11What do you stand for?u 

The first of' these five points of emphasis suggests 

a possible personal relationship to God, though adjustment 

to the objective universe is the main consideration. The 

second is philosophical though having both personal and 

social implications. The fourth is clearly a picture of 

social integration in the self-control of character, while 

the third is social integration in confident adjustment. 

The fifth deals with standards and loyalties in human re

lationships. Thus we see that three out of these five 

points of emphasis are purely social, and that the remain

ing two, while allowing for the personal, have primary 

social implications. On a three-two relationship, at 

least, this definition of the youth we seek to create 

emphasizes youth's social integration. 

Charles E. Raven in his book, "Christ and Modern Ed

ucation", brings us back to the Determinist and his be

havior pattern. The youth's salvation, according to Raven, 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

lL. Harris, Erdman, Twenty-One, p. 1.85. 
2. Ibid, p. 1.90. 
3. Ibid, P• 1.97. 
4. Ibid, P• 202. 
s. Ibid, p. 201. 
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lies in the development within him of patterns of decision 

and choice which will be socially acceptable. 

"For, within this multitude of impressions being 
made upon it, the child inevitably selects from among 
them consciously or subconsciouslY. What determines 
our first choices, why it is that certain incidents 
remain indelibly fixed in our minds and certain 
qualities impressed upon our characters, is difficult 
to define precisely; for the process begins with life 
itself in the phase of infancy, where memory cannot 
penetrate and exact observation is impossible. At 
first our method is mainly, if not solely, that of 
trial and error; later our experience of the previous 
consequences influences our decision, and imagination 
forecasts what the result of a particular action will 
bei gradually by choosing what attracts we gain know
leage of what is in our interest and develope lines 
of definite policy, thus building up a character to 
which certain qualities or actions appeal while others 
are repellent. The self grows as it organizes its 
experiences in relation to a stable center of interest, 
to which all the pursuits and activities that attract 
us are related and which links them together in an 
integrated whole. When there is no strong center, 
we get the dilettante; the type that flits from one 
occupation to another without consistency or settled 
purpose, Where the center is not strong enough to 
attach itself to interests that attract us, although 
alien to our main purposes in life, we get subsidiary 
centers formed, and the individual becomes a piece of 
patchwork, coloured partly! say, by his devotion to 
home and parents and legit mate ambitions, partly by 
a passion for excitement which, having no relation to 
his chief interest, is kept secret and expresses itself 
in surreptitious gambling. Only where the center of 
interest is rich in values, only as it embraces the 
content of a full and good life, will it unify and 
order all the legitimate aspirations of human nature, 
and at once inspire and control the exercise of all 
its faculties. Such an interest, at once dominant 
and satisfying, is the supreme condition of happy 
and effective living. It should be the chief task 
of education to discover such an interest and foster 
its acceptance. For only if we seek to serve a worthy 
end and feel that our work is related to real values 
shall we learn with zest." 1 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1. Raven, Charles E., Christ and Modern Education, pp. 61-63. 
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No more comprehensive and at the same time clear 

picture of the mind of the youth we would lead to Christian 

perfection can be found. Two facts emerge from this state

ment. First, the mind of youth is confused by conflicting 

desires. Second, a strong, dominant center of interest, 

around which the whole of life arranges itself, gives youth 

both happiness of mind issuing from the cessation of turmoi1 

and effectiveness in applying himself to his chosen tasks. 

Whether this strong and dominant center of interest 

shall be purely personal or purely social, it must possess 

sufficient strength to arrange all the other youth interests 

and attractions around itself in harmonious integration. 

A basic aim, therefore, in youth work must be the discovery 

or the development or the impartation of a worthy and domin

ant interest, to which all others become secondary. Not 

simply a dominant interest, but a dominant interest which 

is both a worthy end and one related to real values is that 

the acceptance of which the youth worker must seek to foster. 

Catherine Atkinson Miller in her book, "The successful 

Young People's Society", defines what might in this connec

tion be consi1ered. an admirable dominant interest around 

which to integrate youth. 

"Should not young people be enliste6 in that 
campaign of service and sacrifice that shall never 
end while the darkness of illiteracy and superstition 
exists, while the oppression of poverty and injustice 
is anywhere know, while low ideals and hurtful 
social customs remain, while children must toil 
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in factories and mills, while the world besmirches 
the ideals o:f the young, while any man anywhere 
knows not the love o:f Christ who came to seek and 
save that which was lost." 1 

The socially-reconstructive purposes o:f great-souled 

Christianity and the significance o:f Christ, the great 

resource of personal inspiration and challenge, are here 

uniquely united. Youth is to be enlisted in a dominant 

interest of sacrificial service in the love of Christ. 

Moral issues as regards personal conduct are to :find a 

normal solution as they relate themselves to this dominant 

interest. 

Moral conduct as it ascends toward social altruism 

is the emphasis of Lena K. and William s. Sadler in their 

attempts at "Piloting Modern Youthn. 

"Youth at first requires guidance always stands 
in need o:f moral training; but it is the purpa.se of 
education so to train the young that they will ac
quire that self-control which will lead them o:f 
their own free will to make preferential choice of 
moral conduct." 2 

The many levels of moral conduct, as the Sadlers 

point out, rise toward altruism. ''McDougall has classi

fied these levels as: 1- Instinctive behavior, 2- Reward 

and Punishment, 3- Social approval and disapproval, and 
3 

4- Altruism." 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • 
1. Miller, Catherine Atkinson, The Successful Young People's 

s·ociety, p. 195. 
2. Sadler, Williams. and Lena K., Piloting Modern Youth, 

P• 314. 
a. Ibid, p. 317. 
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Our work with youth is for the purpose of raising 

youth to the highest level of morality, namelY, altruism. 

The social implications of this emphasis are obvious. 

The Sadlers list six values of religious influence 

upon the young. 

111. Religion can be utilized to associate and 
unify the otherwise disturbed mental life and con
fused experience of youth • 

.. 2. Religion can be used as a yardstick for 
measuring various moral values and social obliga
tions. 

113. Religion elevates youth's ideals and in
culcates a valuable ethical motive of unselfish
ness. 

n4. Religion augments self-control. 
"5. Religion aids in resol.ving emotional 

conflicts. 
"6. Religion leads to worship and expansion 

of spiritual life ... 1 

Of these six listed values of religious influence 

upon the young, only one is personal, the sixth and last, 

while three are social, the second, third, and fourth, 

and two are psycho1ogical, invol.ving both personal and 

social implications, the first and fifth. Eliminating 

the two which have both personal and social implications, 

the proportion is three-one in emphasis upon the social 

outcome of religious jj).fluence, or including them, the 

proportion is four-two. The first and fifth emphasize 

a unifying and integrating interest, suggesting the 
2 

thought of Raven on worthy dominant ends. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

l. Sadler, Op. Cit., P• 318. 
2. Cf., Ante, P• 30. 



It is of value to note the verbs in this list of 

statements regarding religious influence; "Can be util.ized", 

"can be used .. , "elevates", naugmentsu, "aids", and "leads". 

The first two are pas::sive, ·t..ne ~ast :tour active. One 

psycno~ogi~al and one social value of religious influence 

are characterized in passive verbs. Two social, one 

psychol..ogical, and one personal are characterized in active 

verbs. This illustrates the dynamic quality of religion 

in its influence upon youth. 

An intellectual value is also to be found in religious 

influence. 

"As we analyze our modern youth, their·· one. 
great trouble seems to be that they think· sup·er~ 
ficially. • Religion!· if properl.y taughtt certainly 
would help young peop e to grasp the mean~ng and 
values of life.n l 

E. Morris Fergusson defines tbe aim o£ Cbri~tian 

work with youth as the forming of Christian character 
. 2 

which is conduct under inner control. 

Similarly, "It (the aim) is ••• free commitment of' 

the self to the Ideal which is the climax toward which all 
3 

emotional processes converge." 

Again, 

nclearly, the business of the church at this 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . 
Sadler, Op. Cit • .1·p. 325. · · 
C~ •• ·Fer~sson, E. Morris. Teaching Christianity!_ ~p. 
8-10. . • 
The Committee On The War And The Religious Outloo~, 
Appointed By The Federal Council Of Churches Of Cnrist 
In America, The Teaching Work Of The Church, p. 92. 



time is to seek to bring abOut in the young person 
unity of consciousness • • • to enlist youth in 
some form of Christian enterprise." 1 

There are three observable elements in these last 

two statements. ~irst, the end is free commitment of the 

self to the Ideal. Second, this free comm.i tment is ex7 
pected to eventuate in personal unity of consciousness. 

Third, enlistment in some form of Christian enterprise 

is to be both a result of free commitment to the Ideal 

and a cause of unity of consciousness. The dominant 

interest as an integratir..g factor in the life of you_th 

is here given a social emphasis in an active Christian 

enterorise inspired and supported by comrr<dtment to the 

Ideal •• 

Heroic moral conduct in social altruism is the 

emphasis in Cynthia Pearl Maus' definition of the goa~ 

of Christian work with youth. 

"The primary aim of religious education is not,· 
to teach· the Bible 1 espeeiall,v the Life and Teachibgs 
of Jesus, as an ena in itself; but always as a means 
to the end of producing followers of Christ her6ic. 
enough to try to live daily the ideals of Jesus.··· 
The gOal of Christian Education is Christlike char
acter• • The teacher's task is to discover that 
vital, dynamic truth and to present it in so vivid 
a way as to make apnronriation spontaneous, easy, 
natural." 2 

Toward this goal of social altruism in Christlike 

• • • • • • • • • • • 
1. The Committee On The War And The Religious Outlook, 

Op. Cit., PP• 100-101. 
2. Maus, Cynthia Pearl, Teaching The Youth Of The Church, 

P• 37. 
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character, the knowledge of Christ is to be a means, not 

an end, for it is the Christlike character itself, rather 

than its source, which bears the important responsibility 

in contemporary living. 

In "Christian Worship For American Youth" by Laura 

Armstrong Athearn, conduct cd.btrolled from within is again 

emphasized as the fundamental objective. 

uThe end in view is the development of an inner 
control to help boys and girls in the making of 
choices for right thought and conduct in every 
day life." 1 

This inner control again suggests the unifyir~ and 

integrating influence of a strong, dominant center of 

interest. 

In w. Ryland Boorman• s "Independent Young Thinkers" 

is to be found a unique expression of the meaning of 

religion as heroic loyalty. ·~eligion is at heart loyalty 
2 

loyalty to the highest we know (Royce). 11 And there 

follows a significant cb&ll.enge, "Young man, identify 

yourself with some great but unpopular cause (Wendell 
3 

Phillips)." 

E. Stanley High emphasizes the necessity of socially

minded youth as one pha&e of the goal of our youth programs. 

1. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Athearn, Laura Armstrong, Christian Worship For 
American Youthi p. 23. 
Boorman, w. Ry and, Independent Young Thinkers, p. 86. 
Ibid, P• 86. 
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"It is an obvious fact that from among the youth 
of' the world, and especially from among the student 
youth, there must come whatever leadership will be 
found to bring about industrial and political, social, 
and religious world re-building.n 1 

High's emphasis is to the effect that only socially

minded youth, heroes of' reconstruction, can fUrnish the 

needed energy and vision and leadership to re-build the 

world. Hence, there emerges a strong suggestion as to the 

aim of' work with youth -- to awaken this social mindedness 

and to inspire its heroic action. 

A less socially-reconstructive but equally social 

viewpoint is that of' Sidney I. Schwab and Borden S. Veeder 

in "The Adolescent, His Conflicts and Escapes". 

"Religion then to the adolescent is a social 
matter, a contrivance of social usage, planned to fit 
the adolescent more securely into the social fabric 
of' which he is becoming more and more a part. It is • 
a series of settled ideas about unsettled things 
that give him a short path to convictions on things 
of paramount importance." 2 

The emphasis here is not social reconstruction, but 

social integration as a goal of work with youth. 

The purpose of religious work with youth, according 

to Forrest Lamar Knapp, is to develope sensitiveness, 
3 

initiative, and service. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • 

1. High, c. Stanley, Revolt of Youth, p. 210. 
2. Schwab, Sidney I., and Veeder, Borden s., The Adolescent, 

His Conf1icts and Escapes, pp. 171-172. 
3. Cf'., Knapp, Forrest Lamar, Leadership Education In The 

Chureh, pp. 17-24. 
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Sensitiveness may or may not suggest the personal 

relationship to God, bdt both initiative and service 

plainly relate themselves to social aims. 

In the title of a book by Wilfred E. Powell is found 

a splendid short summary of his conception of aim in work 
1 

with youth, "The Growth Of Christian Personality". Another 

phrasing of the same definition might be, "the development 

of Christlike charactern. The thought is both suggestive 

of the source of such character, God, and of the outcome in 

social altruism. 

We have traced the trends of contemporary thought about 

motives in youth work from a social point of view through 

twenty sources. The fact that in our deliberate random 

selection of books dealing with the training of youth twenty 

emphasized the social, while only five as far as we have 

studied emphasized the purely personal, is in itself 

suggestive of the modern trend. In these twenty sources 

as we have studied them, there have emerged seven major 

8:i:¥~!;4>,~r'~ of emphasis, though all in the social trend. 

One of these divisions, ~~o~h subdivided into three groups, 

is by far the lar~e~t, ~~v!ng nine of the sources included 

in its scope. The next largest division has three sources 

suppo~ting it. Then there are three diuteion~ supported by 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
1. Powell, Wilfred E., The Growth Of Christian Personality, 

Title Page. 
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two sources each. The last two divisions are supported 

only by one source each. 

Nine sources among those we have studied emphasize the 

social aim of social service in a clear, understandable 

way. Of these nine, two are concerned with a completely 

wocialized community service without personal religious 

implications, two are emphatic in their definition of service 

as high social altruism, and. five clearly emphasize service 

of a social and a sacrificial nature inspired by and having 

similar qualities to the sacrificial service of Christ. 

Among these nine social service sources are: 1- For 

completely socialized community service without emphasis 
1 2 

upon personal religious e~erience, Hanna , and Charters. 

2- For a conception of service as high social altruism, 
3 4 

Sadler and Knapp. 3- For service similar to the sacri-
5 

ficial service of Christ, Miller ~ The Committee On War 
6 •t 8 9 

And The Religious Outlook, Maus, Boorman, and High. 

Three sources among those studied define the objective 

of youth work in churches as a gradual development, 
w 11 ~ 

The 

Christian Quest, McKinley, and Powell. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1. Cf., Ante, P• 24. 7. Cf., Ante, P• 35. 
2. Cf., Ante, P• 28. 8. Cf., Ante, p. 36. 
3. Cf., Ante, p. 32. 9. Cf., Ante, p. 37. 
4. Cf., Ante, p. 37. 10. Cf., Ante, P• 23. 
s. Cf., Ante, p. 31. 11. Cf., Ante, P• 23. 
6. Cf., Ante, p. 34. 12. Cf., Ante, p. 37. 
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Two sources among those studied define the aim in 

youth work as the development of conduct under inner con-
1. 2 

trol -- Fergusson and Athearn. Two more sources define 

the aim as harmonious integration into society as it is 
3 4 

Harris, and Schwab and Veeder. Two additional. sources 

define the training of character as the goal, but add the 

specific requirement that character be formed not in 

artificial but in realistic situations evoking character 
5 6 

responses -- Bower and Raven. One source emphasizes 

reverent appreciation as the goal to be obtained in youth, 
7 

Stearns. Sinclair, who also stands alone, though 
8 

somewhat supported by Sadler , emphasizes the developing of 

the youth's ability to deal seriously with real and vital 
9 

ideas. 

Among these seven divisions of sources grouped in 

accordance with the dominant emphasis of each we observe 

that the definition of the aim of work with youth as the 

sacrificial heroic service in the love of Christ and like-

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1. Cf. Ante, p. 34. 
2. Cf. Ante, P• 36. 
3. c-r. Ante, p. 29. 
4. cr. Ante, P• 37. 
s. cr. Ante, p. 26. 
6. cr. Ante, p. 30. 
7. cr. Ante, p. 28. 
s. cr. Ante, p. 33. 
9. cr. Ante, p. 27. 
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ness to Him in social service was emphatically the dominant 

emphasis, with completely socialized service and service as 

social altruism closely allied. Next in dom:Lnan~:. emphasis 

was the gradual development of Christian character, Equal 

emphasis was placeo. on 'tne next 11.nree aerini tl.f>ns of a-ims 

in youth work, conduct as guided by inner control, inte

~ration into society as it i~, and character development 

in realistic li~e situations. Least emphasis was pl~ced 

on the last two de~initions o~ aims in youth work, to 

cultivate reverent wonder and worship, and to stimulate 

youth to think seriously about vital conemporary ideas. 

B. VP.3TED CO!Tt:EP':'IC£~ OF TECHNIQUES 

AS RELATED TO ENDS IN CHURCH 

WORK VliTH YOUTH 

The !'r::tncir)les of selection of techniques are so 

closelv associated with the ends desired that they are 

often hard to distinguish. Techniques inevitably follow 

the personal or the social conception of aim. We shall, 

therefore, list our findings under the two heads, 11Tech

niqnes Calculated To Bring About Personal Commitment To 

Christ", and "Techniques Calculated To.Bring About Social 

1ntegration of Individual Personality". 
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1. Techniques Calculated To Bring About Personal 

Commi t~ent To Christ 

A basic necessity in dealing with the child or youth 

whom we would lead to Christ is granting him individual 

freedom and seeking tt impart to him a sense of his own 

responsibility. There can be no sympathy with an attempt 

to regiment youth into commitment to Christ, for nothing 

can replace 11individual freedom and responsibi~ity, which 

was set forth as a natural, normal element in the 
. " Jl 

spiritual. experience of adolescence." 

Achieving personal commitment to Christ can never be 

a family matter. 

"The hope of rearing children in Christian 
households to out-nonulate the unChristian families 
among us has vanished, if indeed it ever was ser
ionslv entertained." 2 

Jesus' technique in seeking personal. commitment to 

Himsel.f is cited. 

"Jesus was both preacher and teacher; but His·· 
~urpose was one; al.l His teaching was evangelistic, 
al.l. His preaching was educational ... 3 

Jesus was both the bringer of a message and the imparter 

of knowledge. The youth v10rker must incorporate both . 

evangelism and education if he would.bring youth to Christ, 

for vouth has both a mind and a vrll.l. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1. McKinley, Op. Cit., p. 71. 
2. Ibid, p. 102. 
3. Ibid, P• 108. 
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!JfcKinley finds that nJesus • method of evangelism 

consisted of three elements: suggestion, imitation, 
1 

apperception of truth." 

The essential working principles in seeking to 

achieve personal commdtment to Christ are, according to 

McKinley, identical with "the four chief instruments of 

education: impression, instruction, association, and self-
2 

expression." 

No principle of technique, however, can displace the 

necessity for presenting the Christ Himself if personal 

commitment to Him would be gained. 

"It is common to speak of youth as irreligious. 
Nothing could be farther from the truth. But youth 
has not cast its religion into cold dogma and for
bidding creed. To dtigmai youth is utterly impervious. 
Creeds to it are meaning ess. Formal religion not only 
makes scant appeal but frequently repels. But the 
fUndamentals of religion revealed by Christ and lived 
by Him awaken always in the heart of youth, even 
though he may be unconscious of their true signifi
cance, a definite and often compelling response." 3 

According to Stearns, then, it is not formal religion 

that ?nl1 prove to be an effective technique in reaching 

youth, but the religious fundamentals as revealed by Christ 

and as lived by Him. The living Christ is the final 

technique in this emphasis. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1. McKinley, Op. Cit., p. 112. 
2. Ibid, p. 227. 
3. Stearns, Op. Cit., p. 68. 
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One principle which must always be considered in the 

selection o~ techniques is the necessity ~or the stimulating 

rather than the benumbing religious in~luence. 

''As youth approaches manhood its religious in
terest will wane or grow just in so ~ar as the influ
ences and surroundings to which it is subjected are 
benumbing or stimulating. Today they are chie~1Y of 
the ~ormer kind." 1 

We return to Thompson for a statement suggesting the 

principle that youth must be won to Christ by a religions 

emphasis in terms of his own lif'e, and enabled to make his 

decision for Christ habitual by a strengthening environ-

ment. 

"A young person without religion is a monstrosity. 
Heedless of traditions, he demands a religion in terms 
of his own life, and activities which have inherent 
value and interest for himself'. When a youth decides 
to accept Jesus Christ as the King of his life, he 
is still a youth and loves youthful things. His de
cision is prompt and genuine. It should be as 
promptly accepted at face value by his church. His 
immediate need is for the kind of environment and 
activity that will strengthen his decision and make it 
habitual.u 2 

A listing of subject matter as the basis and medium 

upon and through which personal commitment to Christ is to 

be gained and maintained includes, according to Catherine 

Atkinson Miller: the Bible, the church, missions, steward-

ship, evangelism, health, home and social relationships, 

world citizenship, life work, religious art, and leader-

• • • • • • • • • • • • 

1. Stearns, Op. Cit., p. 75. 
2. Thompson, Op. Cit., p. 72. 
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1 
ship training. Of these eleven areas of interest and 

approach, six have directly to do with the youth's personal 

relationship to Christ, four with a Christian manner of 

living in relation to the social outcome of personal 

commitment, and one with a normal Christian stewardship of 

health. The attempt is made in this list to suggest the 

principle of a whole-life approach in a technique of 

dealing with youth both up to, including, and following 

personal commitment. 

Drama furnishes a helpful medium through which youth 

interest may be drawn to Christ and enriched in Christian 
2 

culture. 

Psychologically the youth who attains a vital personal 

religious experience finds many rewards. Each of these 

rewards suggests a technique toward its achievement. 

"Communion ••• with great spiritual powers ••• 
with others. Loyalty -- something to be supremely 
loyal to. Questioning -- encouraging speculation. 
Activity -- doing things, good things from the social 
viewpoint." 3 

Techniques suggested in this statement are: constant 

description in living terms of the great spiritual powers 

available, calling youth's attention to a supreme and 

irresist.ible object of loyalty, encouraging speculation, 

and providing activity. 

• • • • • • • • • 

1. ef~o 't 'M~llen, :op_. ~it.' pp. 7-13. 
2. cr., Ibid, PP• 167-186. 
3. Sadler, Op. Cit., p. 320. 



46. 

Another listing of subject matter most conducive 

to personal commitment to Christ includes: Human Life, 

God's World, God's leading of the peoples of Olden Times, 

God incarnate in Christ, His only begotten Son, and the 
1 

Kingdom of Heaven Concept of Jesus. 

Of these five listee areas of helpful interest in 

calling forth personal commitment to Christ, three emphasize 

the principle of imparting to youth an awareness that God 

has dealt with and does now deal with men, one emphasizes 

God's immanence in His own world, and one Human Life as the 

picture of the need of the Divine. The great principle 

here in dealing with youth is the impartation to youth of 

both a subconscious and a conscious awareness of God as the 

eternally ruling force in the universe. Having established 

this concept, the youth's attention may readily and with 

meaning be transferred to Christ as the historical embodi

ment of this eternal spirit. 

As God in His world and Christ as the historical 

revelation of God form a teaching approach to youth which 

cannot be ignored, so the youth leader or teacher becomes 

a part of her own technique. Her personality enters into 

and colours any formal technique which she chooses. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1. Cf. Maus, Op. Cit., pp. 37-38. 
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nThe teacher herself must first cultivate a 
great heart, a heroic heart, a saintly heart, if she 
would make saints and heroes of her pupils." 1 

The combined principles of child freedom and teacher 

example were taught by Zinzendorff. 

"Central in Zinzendorff's understanding of 
child nature is his recognition of the principle 
of free development in the individual." 2 

Zinzendorff himself practiced his theory of teacher 

example by being both companion and teacher to those he 
3 

sought to teach. 

The seeker after personal commitment to Christ on 

the part of youth must never lose sight of the importance 

of continued religious conditioning both before and after 

the moment of decision. 

"The adolescent period lasts ten years or more, 
during all of which development of every sort is very 
rapid and constant, and it is, as already marked, in
temperate haste for immediate results, or reaping 
without sowing, which has made so many regard change 
of heart as an instantaneous conquest rather than as 
a growth, and persistently to forget that there is 
something of importance before and after it in 
healthful religious experience." 4 

one author describes the normal development in youth 

toward personal commitment to Christ and beyond as the 

sequence of "moral growth 
5 

Christian personality". 

• • • religious experience • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
1. Esther, Sister Mary, The Christian Teacher, p. 82. 
2. Meyer, Henry H., Ch1.ld Nature and Nurt.ure, P• 101. 
3. cr., Ibid, pp. 1o2-112. 
4. Hall, G. Stanley, Youth, Its Education, Regimen, and 

Hygiene, p. 366. 
5. cr., Powell, Op. Cit., p. 176. 

• • 
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~ane principles of technique emerge from our study 

of ten sources. Some of the nine have co~~on elements, yet 

each is worthy of a place by itself. Not all of them receive 

equal emphasis. Of the nine only five are put forth by our 

quotations from more than one source. Five are supported 

by two sources each, and four only by one source each. 

The nine principles, in the order in which they have 

appeared in our inductive study, are: 1- the principle of 

child freedom and independent responsibility, supported as 
1 2 

a principle by McKinley and by Meyer ; 2- the uniting of 
3 

education with evangelism, supported by McKinley ; 3- the 

constant technique of the presentation of the living 
4 

Christ, emphasized by Stearns ; 4- the principle of the 

necessity of a stimulating rather than a benumbing approach 

to youth, encouraging speculation and activity, emphasized 
5 6 

by Stearns and by Sadler ; 5- the principle of presenting 

religion to youth in terms of young life, put forth by 
7 

Thompson ; 6- the principle of a whole-life approach to 

youth covering all subject matter of interest to youth, 
8 

supported by Miller ; 7- the principle of the constant 

cultivation of communion with and loyalty to a supreme 
9 10 

spiritual power, emphasized by Sadler and b,y Maus ; 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

l. cf., Ante, P• 42. 6. Cf., Ante, P• 45. 
2. Cf., Ante, P• 47. 7. Cf., Ante, p. 44. 
3. Cf., Ante, P• 42. 8. Cf., Ante, P• 45. 
4. cr., Ante, P• 43. 9. Cf., Ante, p. 45. 
5. c:r., Ante, p. 44. 10. Cf., Ante, P• 46. 



8- the principle of the necessity of regarding the teacher 

or leader as a significant and important part of his or her 
1 2 

own technique, emphasized by Esther and by Meyer ; and 

9- the principle of regarding a change of heart as a 

growth requiring continued conditioning both before and 

after the moment of decision for commitment to Christ, 
3 

strongly emphasized by Hall and c~early suggested by 
4 

Powell. 

Of these nine principles three have to do particularly 

with the child, namely, the first, seventh, and ninth, 

emphasizing respectively child freedom, child co~1mnion with 

and developing loyalty to supreme spiritual power, and 

a continuity in child conditioning both be#ore and after 

a personal commitment. Three more have to do particularly 

with the manner in which the teacher approaches youth, 

namely, the second, fourth, and fifth, emphasizing re

spectively the uniting of evangelism with education, the 

necessity of a stimulating rather than a benumbing approach 

to youth encouraging speculation and activity, and the 

presenting of religion to youth in terms of young life. 

Two of the nine principles have to do particularly with 

subject matter, namely, the third and the sixth, respective

ly emphasizing the presentation of the living Christ and 

• • • • • • • • • 
1. cr., Ante, p. 47. 
2. Cf., Ante, P• 47. 
3. Cf., Ante, p. 47. 
4. Cf., Ante, P• 47. 
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the inclusion of a whole-life approach to youth covering 

all subject matter of interest to youth. One of the 

nine principles of technique has to do particularly with 

the teacher or youth leader, namely, the eighth, emphasizing 

the necessity of regarding the teacher or leader as an 

integral part of his or her technique. 

2. Techniques Calculated To Bring About Social Integra

tion Of Individual Personality 

There are seven main subjects or areas of study 

included in the program of the Christian Quest Leader•s 

Manual for youth's social integration: worship, recrea

tion, dramatics, story-tel1ing, reading, debating, and 
l 

cooperation. Only one of the seven emphasizes the 

relationship to God, and the remaining six emphasize 

youth's development as a member of society. 

Another listing of the social youth leader's areas 

of youth approach includes: worship, activity, learning by 

doing, recreation, special days, week-end activities, and 
2 

prizes and rewards. Here again only one of the seven 

suggests the relationship to God, and the remaining six are 

preoccupied with youth as a member of society. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
1. Cf., The Christian Quest Leader's Manual, Op. Cit., 

Pamph1et Titles. 
2. Cf., Archibald, George Hamilton, The Modern Sunday 

School, pp. 79-179. 
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The principle of technique suggested or emphasized 

in both of these lists is the necessity of a whole-life 

approach to youth as regards areas of interest, though 

a comparison of these lists with those suggesting the 

whole-life approach for personal commitment discloses 

a striking emphasis here upon areas of attention par

ticularly suited to developing social integration of 
1 

youth. 

Even sex interests in youth must be included for 

a complete whole-life approach to social integration. 

''The new knowledge presents a radically different 
idea of what self-control is. We now know that 
there are many expressions of sex besides the 
merely physical. • Playing football or hiking, 
building radios or collecting stamps, d.a.nct.ing or 
picnicing, and kindred activities are valuable not 
alone for their own interest, but because they may 
be utilized to oec~py one's energies in ways that 
make for the highest use of sex." 2 

The responsibility of the youth leader extends not 

only to the normal youth but also to the delinquent youth. 

·~elinquencies of youth are the expressed social 
standards of some part of the adult community. • Youth 
selects the code that is in harmony with his emotions. 11 3 

Techniques for reaching and dealing with delinquent 

youth must be created and improved. 

"Social activities within the church do not 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
1. Cf., Ante, p. 45. 
2. Dickerson, Roy E., So Youth May Know, p. 236. 
3. Van Waters, Op. C~t., P• xvi. 
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fU1fil the who1e need, nor supplY authentic spiritual 
leadership. In spite of friendly visitors, cam
paigns, drives and educational movies in the churches, 
it is evident that lives of the young de1inquents 
have been left singularly untouched by re1igion. • 
Religion does not flow from the church into the 
community in which the young delinquent moves, hemce 
the church has no authoritative voice in those 
social standards which are today most powerfully 
in conflict with the moral code.u 1 

Yet the entire community continues to look to the 

church for authentic spiritual leadership. 

uThe church as a guiding force in the life of 
youth shou1d be the chief asset in a community pro
gram to prevent delinquency. Ia many places it will 
form and direct a 1arge part of the social life of 
the individual. It can no longer remain aloof from 
social or political problems, but must assume active 
leadership. Technical matters of social service can 
well be left to trained groups, but the fundamental 
art of producing a social attitude of mind, a religious 
feeling-tone toward life and its problems, can be 
created only through the church. If the church could 
forget its dissensions and concentrate on the spiritual 
welfare of the child, much that now passes for social 
work would be unnecessary. For the church to imitate 
economic or milita~J groups in rivalry for membership, 
or to seek competition with amusements ~hat enervate 
youth, is no substitute for its true function of 
supplying ethical and religious guidance to youth. •·• 2 

If our churches have fallen asleep in their work with 

youth, it must not be forgotten that they possess the 

only eventual dynamic to reawaken their waning energies. 

uThe suggestion that perhaps our religion has 
been secreting a toxin that has made it drowsy leaves 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1. Van Waters1 Op. Cit., p. 141. 
2. Ibid, pp. 272-273. 
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open the question whether this same reli~ion might 
not develope from its own tissues an anti-toxin 
that should bring back health and vigor." 1 

A static religion must give place to a rebirth o£ 

a growing religion, for "only a youthful religion can 
2 

hold youth ... 

A youthful religion demands a religious approach 

that is not sugar-coated or camouflaged. 

"There is a very marked and sometimes startling 
interest in religion among young people. • Having 
in mind this religious interest, I think an inter
pretation of religion to young people should not be 
sugar-coated. It is my conviction that too many 
leaders of religious work among young people assume 
that they must make religion a sort of light and airy 
proposition ushered in with the latest jazz singing 
and ushered out with cocoa and soda-crackers ••• 
The places where religious work among young people 
is being most seriously carried on • • • are places 
where without apology and under intelligent leader
ship young people are led to give serious and e~ 
tended consideration to the most serious problems 
of religious life and thought.u 3 

This statement by High should be compared with that 
4 

by Sinclair for it emphasizes the necessity of training 

youth to take ser~ous ideas seriously'• ry,;_Youth must be 

trained "so that ne wi~l oe able to vindicate the faith 
5 

that is placed in him." 

The following criticisms leveled against present day 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1. Coe 1 George A., What Ails Our Youth1 p. 53. . 
2. Ibia, p. 87. · · . 
3; Harper, Op. Cit.; P.P• 49-50, Quoted from Stanley High. 
4; Cf., ·Ante, P• 27. . -
5. Arms, Margaret Wells, A Survey Of The Trend Of PJ:'esent 

Day Thought·Concerning Youth As Indicated In Current 
Periodicals, p. 94. 
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religious work with youth emphasize the necessity for 

both operating efficiency and scientific squaring wi~h 

the realities of life in our programs and activities. 

"Religious education has failed· to set up the-· 
standards of conduct for our youth. • • In it there 
is no sel~-activitv. • • It has no educational value 
in the hands of the clergy, for the teachings of the 
Sunday Schools do not square with the realities of 
life ••.• Time given to church for religious ed
ucation is largely wasted. • • One half of the 
children in the United States do not get any -
religious education worthy of the name of either 
religion or education." 1 

There must be an increasing emphasis upon church 

wo~k with youth that challenges initiative and res~on

sibil.ity. 

"Young people will go where they find oppor:.. 
tunity to develope initiative and where they bear 
~ecognized responsibility." 2 

There is a basic change in the newer techniques in 

their noint of view as they approach the problem of deal-
• > 

ing with youth. Fifty years ago committees determining 

the content ?f lesson progr~ms began with the theology 

to be taught. Now, however, committees begin with the 

individual, his normal needs and capacities, _and work 

out a system designed to helP normal development toward -a -
desired ends. Nothing can be achieved of lasting value 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
" . 

1; Arms; Op. Cit;; P. 95 •. 
2; Hi~h, Op. Cit., p. 203. 
~. Cf •• Sute~, John Wallace Jr., Creative Teaching, 

pp. 18-:19., 
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without this recognitiop of the youth to be led into 

social integration. 

"The young people themselves should have an 
opportunity of squarelv facing Christian problems 
and of learning to solve them through practical 
experience." 1 

According to Sadler, in an intelligent appeal to 

vouth, much harm will be done unless ouen controversial 

uoints are wisely avoided. 

"One of the great problems is to pilot young 
people so as to avoid any serious conflict between 
science and religion, as well as between sex and 
religion." 2 

A fundamental principle of technique is that the 

greatest inspiration to heroism is a hero. 

"It should be the aim of the church at this 
neriod to introduce young people as widely as 
nossible to the lives of great men and women -
ancient Hebrews, early Christians! saints, apostles, 
missionaries, and those who in al ages have · · · 
followed high ideals and served their fellowmen." ..a 
Perhaps the most fruitful technique, as a technig.ue, 

of approaching all material, whether personal or textual 

or social, is the project method. 

4. 

''The project method is perhaps the most d:'{Il.S.mic, 
vi tal, forceful method known in the field of edi.lca
tion when guided and stimulated by the accUmulated 
knowledge and expe::i~~ce c:>f. ~h~ human race. 11 4 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
' . 

Miller; Op. Cit;, p. 5 •. 
Sadler, Op. Cit., p. 318. 
The Committee On The War And The Religious Outlook, 
Op. Cit., P• 91 •. 
Maus, Op. Cit., p. 170. 
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There must always be a return to a life-centered 

method and content. "The teacher's watchword is 'lives', 
- 1 

not 'lessons'." 

Two great principles of youth training in social in

tegration must be followed. It must be remembered that 

the best experience of the race is always available both 

in sacred and secular recorded history. And, the less 
. "2 

mature must always be guided by the more mature. 

In training the youth for a socially-minded approach 

to the problems of his own community, he can be tau~ht 

to ask several important questions. First, what would 

Christ find in our communitY1 Second, what can we do 

to further the things He would approve1 Third, how 

can we get rid of the things He would disapprove? There 

are three steps for socially integrated youth: 1- know ·a 
the facts, 2- take a deep interest, and 3- do something. 

Efficiency, speed, and economy are desired qualiti~s 

in the building and carrying out of youth programs. uTo 

get something well done with the greatest possible dispatch 
4 

and the least possible expense." 

We have traced sevez1tee.n sources in seeking what is 

being thought about principles of technique toward social 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
1. lmrk, Thiselton, For Childhood And Youth, p. 82. 
2~ cr~, Knapp, Op. Cit., pp. 17-24. 
3. Cf., Department Of Religious Education of The National 

Council Of The Protestant"Episcopal Church, The Christian 
And The Community, p. vii. · 

4. Phelps, Edwin, The Pathfinder, pp. 6 -7. 
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integration. These seventeen sources resolve themselve~ 

into seven major principles of technique. Of these seven

principles, one is supported by seven sources, three others 

are supported by three sources each, one other is su_p_por~ed 

b'' two sources, and the remaining two by one source ea¢h. 

The seven major principles follow in the order of their . 

dominant importance as attested bY source support: 1- the 

n~inciple of the necessity of developing a serious approach 
- . 

t.o serious subjects, enabling youth to vindicate its _faith, 

and training youth through serious thought to ask cogent 

questions of its community and social environment, supported 
1· 2· 3· 4· 5· 

bv High , Sinclair , Arms , Coe , Miller , and by the 

DePartment Of Religious Education of The National Council 
6 

Of The Protestant Episcopal Church ; 2- the principl_e_ -of 

a whole-life approach to vouth covering the complete area of 

yo,t.h problems and interest, emphasized by The Christian 
7· 8· 9 

Quest Leader's Manual , Archibald , and Dickerson ; 

3- the principle of authentic spiritual leadership 

through use of inspirational resources and mature gui-
10; 

dance, supported bv Van Waters , The Committee On The · 
11· 12 

war And The Religious Outlook , and by Knapp ; 4- the 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . , . Cf;; Ante; pp. 5:'3-54. 7. Cf.,. Ante, p. so. . . ..,. 
Cf' •' Ante· p; 27; s. Cf., Ante, p. so. • ' ~~ Cf;; Ante· p;. 53. 9. Cf., Ante, p. 51. 

' 4; Cf';, Ante; ~- 52-53. 10. Cf., Ante, p. 52. 
s. Cf., Ante, p. ss. 11. Cf., Ante, P• 55. 
6. Cf., Ante, P• 56. 12. Cf., Ante, P• 56. 
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principle of the necessity of increased efriciency in 

program administration and increased scientific squaring 

of teaching content with realities of life, emphasized by 
1 2 3 

Arms , Sadler , and Phelps ; 5- the principle pf 

beginning the approach to youth's training not with theology 

but with the individual and his capacities, supported by 
4 5 

Suter and Mark ; 6- the principle that techniques must 

be created and developed for the reaching of the delinquent 

and unchurched as well as the norma~ youth, emphasized by 
6 

Van Waters ; and 7- the principle that the project method 

of imparting information as well as of arousing social 

awareness and response is a permanently fruitfUl one, 
7 

supported by Maus • 

These seven major principles are divisible into_f_our 

different classifications. Four of the seven princi~~es 

have elements which bear directly upon techniques as re

lated to Subject Matter, namely, the first, second, third, 

and fourth, respectively emphasizing serious subject 

matter tending toward the vindication of faith and the 

awakening of ability to ask cogent questions of unChristian 
' 

environment, the whole-life approach covering the complete 

area of youth problems ar~ interest, the utilization oi 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

J.. cr., An:te, P• 54. 5; cr;, Ante; p. 56~ 
2. cr., An'te, P• 55. 6~ Cf;; Ante, p~ 51; 
3. cr.; Ante; p; 56; 7. Cf., Ante, p. 55. 
4. cr., Ante, P• 54. 
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authentic spiritually-inspirational resources, and 

teaching content which is made to square scientifically . ' 

with the realities of life. Three of the seven princi

ples, the fourth, the sixth, and the seventh, possess 

elements having a_direct bearing upon techniques a.s 

,..elates. to -Ketltoo~5_'' ~- T.he:L.tourth principle emphasizes ,, 
the necessity for increased administrative efficiency, 

the sixth emphasizes that techniques must be created B?d 

developed for reaching and influencing the delinquent and 

unchurched youth, and the seventh empha~izes the permane~t 

va1ues in the use of the nroject method. Likewise, three 

of the seven principles, the first, fifth, and sixth, 

have qualities in common that bear directly upon tech

nique as related to the Individual. The first principle 

emnhasizes the necessity of increasi~ youth's serious 

anproach to the serious religious problems whether personal . 
or social. The fifth nrinciple emnhasizes the necessity 

of building a technique not upon theol?gy but upon t?~ 

von+-h himself and his known capacities. And the sd.xth 

urinciple emnhasizes the need for special techniques with 

which to deal with the delinquent, unchurchea youth. One 

n~ the seven principles relates itself to the leader, the 

third, which emphasizes.authentic spiritual leadership 

through mature guidance. 
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C. TRENDS IN. YOUTH REACTION 

The adolescent youth is eager to make practical use 

of his accumulation of religious knowledge. 

"Vfuereas the child has been content to learn a
bout religion, to memorize scripture and to learn -
about the great characters of Bible· times, the · · 
adolescent is eager to use religion. If he has heen 
rightly trained, he shows a very great interest in 
the ethical side of religion, and is eager to put 
the characteristics of his heroes to work to solve 
the practical problems of everyday lif"e. 11 1 

That youth is interested in religion because it be

lives religion can helu in the solution of difficult Per

sonal problems is evident in the expressed reaction of 

a fourteen year old girl to established religious work for 

vouth. 

ui am coming to this school because I think I· 
need religion in my life. None of my family attends 
church or Sunday School. 'I have neve~ he~ anv~ne 
in m.Y family say a prayer. I have never learned any 
Bible stories. I am getting older now, and there 
are hard things coming into my life that I do not 
know how to meet. I think religion will help me, 
and so I am coming to this school.u 2 

A rebellion against entrenched wrong is a marked 

qnality in youth's religious reaction. 

, . 
• 

':::>. 

3. 

"T may be different, but many times ·I have· .. 
ideas for 'turning the world on its nose' • I crave 
to do something about the corruptness of politics. · 
I'd like to join some cause and fight to the finish, 
just like in a football game. I'm for more justice 
in this old world." 3 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . 
Athearn~ g~: Cit., p • 20. 
Tbid 4 p. 
Boorman, Op. Cit., p. 92. 
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Youth is particularly chal~enging in its opposition 

to war. 

uThe youth of' the world stand in almost uni
versal accord in their opposition to war as a means 
for the settlement of' international disputes." 1 

An unmistakeable quality of' religious emotion per-

vades youth's zestful challenge against injustice. 

"In the new world built after the ideals of 
youth religion will have a more fundamental place 
than has ever before been accorded to it. In al
most every country where today a youth revolt is 
stirring, religious interests predominate. 11 2 

Youth does not accept the church with blind devo-

tion, but unfalteringly searches for the ideal. 

"Christianity is on trial throughout the world 
of youth. There is a widespread faith in Jesus 
Christ, but little belief in the organized ex
pression of His spirit." 3 

Modern youth aspires not to mediocrity, but to 

supremacy• as illustrated in these words from the pen 

of a young man. 

'~et him leave them to their conformities and 
their conventions; they are impotent and permanently 
harmless. Let him ignore their scoffing, laugh at 
their jesting, and set his face toward the problem 
ahead, keeping his body and mind and soul clean for 
the conflict. Let him develope into a great per
sonality; for if he continues to work, to think, 
to love, he may, by the grace of God, become a Man. 
Banish conformi~y1 Substitute the Supremacy of the 
Individual for the Tyranny of the Mediocre! 11 4 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
1. High, Op. Cit. 1 p. 213. 
2. Ibid, pp. 214-::::15. 
3. Ibid, p. 215. 
4. Larry, Thoughts Of Youth, pp. 100-101. 
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In this brief survey of trends in youth reaction we 

have consulted four sources, and have found four major 

J.!)·oints of characteristic eillJ!hasis, First, youth feels a 

keen rebellion against entrenched wrong and is~Laimost.:J;~.ni

versally united in opposition to war, as brought out 
1 2 

vividly by Boorman and High • Second, youth seeks a 
3 

practical use for its religion, as emphasized by Athearn • 

Third, youth does not accept the organized church with 

blind devotion, but through strong idealism seeks a con

temporary practical application of the spirit of Christ, 
4 

as emphasized by High • And fourth, youth is capable of 

heroic self-discipline for the attainment of personal 
5 

moral supremacy, as illustrated in the words of Larry • 

D. SUMMARY 

We have traced our study of what is being thought about 

. aims and techniques in church work with youth through 

both a personal and a social classification of aims, and 

through both a personal and a social classificatio~ of 

techniques9 including a brief survey of trends in youth 

reaction. 

From five sources defining personal conceptions of 

•••••••••••••••••• 

l. cr., Ante, p. 60. 
2. cr., Ante, p. 61. 
3. cr., Ante, p. 60. 
4. cr., Ante, p. 61. 
s. cr., Ante, p. 61. 
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aim we observed that the dominant thought was the personal 

relationship to Christ and to God, though one source gave 

much space and emphasis also to the social implications 

emerging from this personal relationship. 

From twenty sources defining social conceptions of 

aim in youth work we observed seven major divisions of 

emphasis. Among these seven divisions of sources grouped 

in accordance with the dominant emphasis of each we ob

served that the definition of the aim of work with youth 

as the heroic sacrificial service in the love of Christ 

and likeness to Him in social service was emphatically 

the dominant emphasis, with completely socialized service 

and service conceived as social altruism closely allied. 

Next in dominant emphasis was the gradual development of 

Christian character. Equal emphasis was placed on the 

next three definitions of aims in youth work, conduct as 

guided by inner control, integration into society as it 

is, and character development in realistic life situations. 

Least emphasis was placed on the last two definitions of 

aims in youth work, to cultivate reverent wonder and wor

ship, and to stimulate youth to think seriously about 

vital contemporary ideas. 

From ten sources defining techniques designed 

to bring about personal co~tment to Christ we observed 

nine principles, child freedom and responsibility, the 
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uniting of education with evangelism, the presentation 

of the living Christ, the necessity of a stimulating 

rather than a benumbing approach to youth, encouraging 

speculation and activity, the presenting of religion to 

youth in terms of young life, a whole-life approach to 

youth covering all subject matter of interest to youth, 

the constant cultivation of communion with and loyalty 

to a supreme spiritual power, the necessity of regarding 

the teacher or leader as an integral part of his or her 

technique, and the regarding of a change of heart as a 

growth requiring continued conditioning both before and 

after the moment of decision for commitment to Christ. 

We observed also that these nine principles could 

be classified into their relationships with the child, 

with the manner in which the teacher must approach youth, 

with subject matter, and with the teacher or leader. 

We next traced seventeen sources in seeking to know 

what is being thought about principles of technique 

toward social integration, and found seven major tech

nigue principles, the necessity of developing a serious 

approach to serious subjects er~bling youth to vindicate 

his faith and ask cogent questions of his environment, 

a whole-life approach to youth covering the complete 

area of youth problems and interest, authentic spiritual 

leadership through use of inspirational resources and 
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mature guidance, the necessity of increased efficiency 

in program administration and increased scientific squaring 

of teaching content with realities of life, the approach 

to youth's training not with theology but with the individual 

himself and his capacities in mind, the necessity of 

developing special techniques to reach and deal with 

delinquent and unchurched youth, and the emphasis upon 

the permanent values of the project method of study. 

We observed that these seven major principles of 

social integration technique were divisible into four 

other classifications as they related themselves to 

Subject Matter, Method, the Individual, and the Leader. 

We next consulted four sources in a brief survey of 

trends in youth reaction and found four major points of 

characteristic emphasis, youth's keen rebellion against 

entrenched wrong, especially war, youth's desire to make 

practical use of his religious knowledge, youth's skep

ticism of the organized church but his idealistic loyalty 

to the spirit of Christ, and youth's ability in heroic 

self-discipline to attain personal moral supremacy. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

A STUDY OF THE YOUTH WORK OF 

THE MEMORIAL METHODIST EPISCOPAL ChURCH 

WHITE PLAINS, NEW YORK 

We now pass to an entirely different field of study. 

As we have been seeking to learn what is being thought 

about aims and techniques in youth work, so we now seek 

to learn what is being done in the field. 

Our method of study in our survey of actual churches 

and their youth ~rograms is, first of all, inductive. That 

is, we approach each church situation with no previously 

arranged standard of evaluation, seeking to let the situation 

define its own standards, and making our judgments upon the 

basis not of our own definitions of objectives but upon the 

basis of objectives as outlined by the leaders in each 

situation, and by the comparison of these self-defined 

objectives and standards with the actual results achieved. 

That is, where the observable results do not measure 

up to the self-defined objectives and star~rds, we shall 

seek to trace the cause of failure, for the situations 
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themselves are suggestive both of the cause or causes of 

failures and of possible cures. 

The fact that this is an inductive study must be born 

in mind, for otherwise our attempt to find within each 

situation': points of weakness and points of strength as 

observable in relation to the s.elf-defined standards and 

objectives in each situation would prove confusing. 

Our procedure in a survey of this kind is necessarily 

somewhat elastic. That is, a large part of our study will 

be deliberately and purposely concerned with the human 

factor, and it is obvious that there are limitations to 

the exactness with which we can (!jl~seity :"this ::auman 

factor. Our constant attempt, however, will be to trace 

the relationship between the aims and the actual results 

and to suggest lines of criticism wherein may be found 

the cure for particular failures. 

That part of our study which we have just concluded 

was primarily an attempt to secure material without cri~ical 

comment. However, in the pages that follow a closer critical 

scrutiny becomes necessary, since it is not simply the 

material itself in statistical detail but the relationship 

between what is sought and what is achieved that we are 

after. 

Our purpose in the following survey, therefore, is 

to set the significant facts in order before us and to 



seek to discover the relationships of those facts and 

the meanings of those relationships. 

A sincere attempt has been made, where personal 

interviews were indicated, to contact persons who were 

acquainted with the facts needed for my survey, and in 

the case of young people interviewed for their response to 

the church youth program, a likewise sincere attempt was 

made to deal with responsible young people who had been 

thinking along these lines. Many interviews with young 

people were made which are not recorded here inasmuch as 

the interview in question did not yield any fruitful con

tribution to the total picture. 

To begin, therefore, The Memorial Methodist Episcopal 

Church of White Plains, New York, is a church of 1250 

members, situated on the Main Street of White Plains in the 

do,~town area adjacent to the business district. It is the 

largest ~rotestant church in White Plains, and the most 

centrally located. A senior and an associate minister 

direct the work. The major handicap is the fact that most 

of the churchmembers live in residential districts quite 

distant from the church property. In many respects, however, 

the church is an average contemporary one in a small city. 

A. A LIST OF YOUTH APPROACHES 

1. Organizations 

There are two organizations for adolescent age 
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young people in the Memorial Method 1st B:piscoppl Church. The 

younger group 1iiJ iesigned for High School age youth and is 

called, "The High School ~"ellowship". This group is newly 

formed and is beginning to find itself as an independent 

organization. At the present tim, only fifteen are enrolled 

as members of this group, though a program is being formed which, 

it is believed, will result in a greatly increasei mmbershiP•' 

The older youth organiu tion in the chureh is both a much 

larger and a more active group. Having been in existence for 

a longer period of time, it has developed a more adequate program 

and finer leadership. Thirty-five young people of post-High 

School age are actively associated with the organization. It 

is known as the Si£9lla Gamna. Socia ty. 

2. Youth WOrk Outside Organizations 

Outside of the soc ia.l program of these two organizations. 

there is no other activity with youth of adolescent age beyond 

that which is represented in the pastoral visitation of the 

church~ s two minis tars. 
~ 

One or other of the ministers of the church aie occasionally 

engaged in the teaching of spacial groups at the Young 1\len~s 
-

Christian Assoe:iation and other e:ent9rs, though this is not 

primarily a chur~ a~tivity. 

A few adolescents are reached outside th9se formal organ

izations in the Pre para tory Membership Class, in the Junior and 

.Senior Choirs, and in older classes in the sunday School. How• 
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ever, the two organizations known as "High School Fellowship 

Group" and "Sigma Gamma Society" constitute the church's major 

approaches to a program for adolescent youth. 

B. A LIST OF ACTIVITUS AND OBJECTI~S 

IN lUCH YOUTH ORGANIZATION 

l. Davot tonal 

1~ High School Fellowship Group of the church meet each 

Sunday afternoon at 4:30. There is a half hour of'' games and 

recreation, followed by an hour of devotional, educational, and 

discussion program features. 

The devotional activity of this group is confined largely 

to this SUnday afternoon. hour, the first fifteen or twenty 

minutes of which is devoted exclusively to program features 

designed to promote the atmosphere and the experience of 

worship, inc lud ing hym~s ~, ear ip tura read ing, and prayer •' 

The Sigma Gamma Society meats each Sunday evening at 

6:30 for a program which consists in a period of worship, 

followed by a special speaker and discussion. Hera ag&&.n, 

the worship program includes the singing of' hymns, the reading 

of passage a of ser iptura, and a prayer. D iff'erant members of 

the Society taka turns in conducting this worship period. A 

highly devotional atmosphere is created in this manner, and 

since the young people thamselve s taka part they race iva 

valuable training in the ta chnique s of tiievotiona.l worship.' 

In both groups public devotions constitute the main em

phasis, with little attempt at inducing the practic~ of privata 



devotions on the part or members•'. 

Fifty young people, between the ages of 14 and 25, thus 

receive a :aaasura of devotional training. 

Thera is no accurate statistical informationaavailable which 

could reveal the percentage of the young people of the church 

reached in this fashion. Th3re are approximately 600 children 

in the Sunday School.' Thera are 1250 members in the church. 

It is a very conservative estimate to place the number of adoles

cents related to families in the church at 300, for the age group 

includes all ad ole scents from 14 to 25 years of age. 

While this a stima ta cannot be taken as li taral fact, it 

may be used as a conservative estimate of the fleld. So taken, 

it reveals that the church is only reaching one sixth of its 

own young people. This church may be therefore said to be 

between 16 and 17 percent effee.tive in its youth program as 

relates to numbers. 

Again, there is no precise method by which the affective

nasa of the devotional program in the life of the individual 

youth may be gauged. This effeetiv·eness is probably no greater 

than ~~t of any similar church. The percentage if also probably 

no lower than that in other youth programs.' 

The devotional program in each of these youth organizations 

occupies approximately fifteen minutes of the hour and half 

given to the .Sunday sessions. ·rhus it is at once seen that 

only one sixth of the Sunday programs is given to devotional 

content, and the percentage would be still lower if the monthly 

parties and excursions and other recreational activities ware 
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taken into consideration. 

'II}le chief' question tha.t emerges as one studies the 

devotional program of the youth organizations in this church 

is, n::»o · the f'iftean minutes given to devotional material 

each weak prov ida suffi ciant reason for the existence of the sa 

youth groups?" 

Assuming that the church's work with youth is consciously 

for the purpose of relating youth to God and His church, is 

one sixth of each program period adequate for this purpose? 

In othe~ words, is the devotional fifteen minutes of each 

Sunday program an and in itsal:f.' toward which the other seventy

five minutes is a means, or is the devotional period a means to 

the and of educational discussion and recreation? 

Is the devotional period a form, a. ritual, a necessary 

evil to be hurried through as quickly as possible, or is it 

the c:hief conscious interest of the group? 

It is the belief of this writer tha.t the devotional 

period in these programs is neither purely a.n and nor a. means to 

an and. It is an accepted part of the program. Into it is 

undoubtedly placed all the warmth and Christian guidance 

a.~a.ila.ble in the heart and mind of the leader. 

As other facts begin to amarga from our ibvestigation, 

a. truer a stima ta of the affee:tivena sa of the youth work of 

this church will be possible. 

2. Recrea. tiona.l 

In the ttHigh School Fallowshiptt group of the church, 



there is no extensive recreational program as yet, though 

my informer told me that a fuller program was planned for 

the future. 

At the present time, however, one half hour each week is 

given to games. From 4:30 to 5:00 P.M. each Sunday, preceding 

the hour for devotions and discussion, various acti va games 

are impr ov i sad. 

As far as the present recreational prorgam in this group 

is concerned, therefore, there is only a formal game period, 

with no other planned outside activity. 

However, in the Sigma Gamma Society, a much more formal 

and more adequa ta recreational program is carried out• One 

Friday evening of each month, this society meets in the Parish 

House for aancing, int2lrspersea with occasional gams, and 

follows a by refra shments. 

In addition to this monthly party, the society sponsors 

a Shakespearean vrama Club, which meets in the homes of members 

two Monday evenings a month for the reading of plays both 

Shakespearean and modern. This is a part of the groups for 

cultivation of the cultural life consciously sought by the 

church in 1 ts youth prb.gram. 

There is still another recreational feature of the Sigma 

Gamma ::lociety. Once a month an outing is planned. This often 

takes the natura of an excursion for sight-seeing, swimming, 

or picnicing. 

There are four €§3neral observations to be made regarding 

the recreational life among the young people of the church. 



First, the young.9r group for High School young people has 

altogether too limited a recreational program for this ass

group. For High School young people are notorious for their 

interest in activity. That is, the recreational program of 

this group is too limited, provided it is compared with the 

recreational program of the Sigma Gamma. Society. Whether or 

not the church should sponsor any recreational life is another 

qua stion which cannot be decided bare. 'I'ha only conclusion 

tba t may ba drawn is that the younger group has a much more 

1 im i tad program than tha older society. 

second, ~a racrea tional program for the older soc ia ty 

seams complete in almost every respect. That is, it provides 

social dancing, cultural cultivation, and outdoor aetivity. 

~¥hera many youth groups provide only one of these three 

elements in a recreational program, this society provid·as all 

three, with a special emphasis upon the cul tura.l.· 

Third, this recreational program provides a young people's 

Club, giving a wall-rounded coverage of youth interests, within 

the scope of the church itself. The normal youth would thus 

find much of' his recreational ac:t1vity coming under the guidance 

and suparvi s ion of the church. 'rhis factor must play an import

ant part in the formation 1n youth of a church consciousness 

which will remain with him in adulthood. 

And f·ourth, such a recreational program tends to re-estab

lish the church as the canter of all social life in the community. 

Many years ago, we are told, the church provided the only social 

outlets available. It is often suggested that the lack of this 
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social emphasis 1n the church is in part responsible for the 

church~ a modern failure to wield a place of significant and 

unique influence. Whether or not this is true, it is an 

obvious fact that this church must play a far greater part in 

the minds and hearts of these young people with so complete 

a program than would be possible with a more limited progra,m. 

A queation, however, that naturally arises at this point 

is, "Does all this recrea. tional life support and reenforce the 

spiritual growth of these young people, or does it d laplace 

the devotional and spiritual considerations and motives almost 

al-together?" 

For the present, this question must remain o:pan and un

answered. 

3. Self-Expressive 

Outside of s'i:;iecific tasks and responsibilities in connection 

with the maintenance of these organizations themselves, there 

is no self-expressive activity for the young people. That is, 

no social projects of any kind are inspired or engineered. No 

social work of any kind of economic, political, or sociological 

community s 1gnificance is projeetea. 

However, the young people in each organization are led to 

learn the basic essentials of self-d iraetion. The devotional 

programs in the socitiea are largely conducted by the young 

people themselves. Likewise, the cultural and recreational 

interests of each group are ur,der the supervision of officers 

ale cted fr-om among the young people. 



For example, each member of the Sigma Gamma Society 

is allowed to choose which of the many committees in the organ

ization he wishes to assist. He then becomes a member of one 

of the committees. The c ommi tteas cover the devotional, cultural, 

and recrea tiona.l life of the group. Thera is a commi ttea to look 

after the monthly dance. Anotnar committee looks after t~ 

Drama reading club. Still another committee supervises the 

monthly excursions. 

Thus every young person in the older group plays a part 

in some department of the youth work commensurate with his 

leadership abilities. 

There are three observations which the 'W!'i ter or this 

thesis wisms to make~' First, for the present at least the 

younger group, the High School Fellowship, has no self-ex

pressive activity or program of this kind. Naturally, being 

a young group, such an arrangement has not had tim to become 

thoroughly developed. As time goes on, this group will probably 

accumulate momentum and taka on many or the features or tba oliler 

youth group~'' 

Second, due ered it must be givenffor the fine completeness 

of this self-expressive arrangement, where avery young person 

is given an opportunity to indicate whatever qualities of leader

ship he possesses. 

And third, the one great weakness of· this plan 1s that there 

is little or no challense to the young people to launch out on 

quests or projects of a socially-reconstructive natura, which would 



train them in socially-reconstructive thinking on a pra~tical 

basis of first-hand contact. This is equally a weakness of 

all youth groups.~ 

It is the view of tba writer of this thesis that to inject 

socially-rec:onstructive projects and interests into a youth 

program is to give that youth program a re-birth of vitality, 

for youth is fundamentally serious and wants to be taken ser

iously in its expressions of thought ano action.' There is 

almost universally today a great failure to recognise this 

latent heroic quality in youth and to e:xploi t it in a Christ ian 

d iree,tion. 

It is the writer 1 s be lief' tha. t youth, not adulthood, 

furnishes tba energy, consecration, and idealism without which 

Christian social reconstruction is impossible. As long as this 

source of' anergy remains virtually untapped, Christian social 

reconstruction ba.sea on energy, consecration, and idealism 

will f'a.l tar. 

C. A STUDY OF Tflm YOUTH liADERS 

1. Personality 

The leadership and supervision both avowed and behind 

the scenes in the young people ,1 s groups in this church con

sists in the personality of the associate minister and his 

wife. That is, while there are young people who fill the 

customary offices of leadership, the real leaders are the 

associate pastor and his wife. 

Any study of personality must necessarily be inexact and 



inconclusive. However, there are general observations that 
' 

can be made •' 

Rev. and Mrs. John Bartle Evarts are modern young people 

with a modern point of view. They possess an invaluable sensa 

of humor, a keen apprac.1a.tion of youth interest, and a willing

ness to adapt their program to modern ideas and ideals. 

When Rev. and lillrs. iSvarts came to the church, the youth 

program was practically a thing of the past. Whatever has 

been achieved, is in a vary large degree due to their enthus

iasm and untiring leadership. 

Thall! personalities may be said to be af:rirmative in every 

sense of the word. They have no special axes to grind. They 

could in no sensa be termed ttcra.nks" on any phase of Christian 

experience or thought., 

They have the finest possible type o~ modern personality, 

open to suggestion, quick to admit errors and make obviously

needed change S•' 

However, there is one question which can always be asked 

of any leader. tt Is he thoroughly and convincingly sincere?" 

The writer is in no poei tion to answ:tr this qua stion as regards 

Rev. Evarts, other than to say that he is as sincere ana possibly 

more sincere than his fallow-ministers. 

And there is another question that must always be asked. 

t•re the leader f'illed with a genuine desire to give of himself' 

without restraint, to serve with sacrif'icial zeal the interests 

not onay of his young people but of his community?" 

The observable facts would point to a very high degree of 
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self-giving on the part of Rev. and Mrs. Evarts. 

However, among fa w leaders anywhere is there observable 

the degree of sacrificial self-giving which was basic in 

Jesus of Nazareth.· 

As far as leadership is concerned, this is probably the 

point of universal wea.kne ss. For the leader is a human being, 

and his supply of energy is limited while his tasks may be 

many. 

Youth everywhere stands waiting, willing and anxious to 

follow the convincing leader who inspires both complete re

spect am heroic challenge. 

Conversations I have had with H.ev. and 1\Jf.rs. !livarts have 

ind icatea their feeling that church adults, who, after all, do 

have to be pleased with youth programs in their churches, will 

not always be generous in their approval o~ socially-recon

structive challenges to youth. 

All church leaders, particularly if they are ministers, 

ba.ve always to remember that it is tha chure:~ adult who pays 

the churQh bills and the ministers' salaries, and if a. minister 

wishes to spend a. life-time in the church he ean never a.ngar· 

the church adult with his youth programs. 

This faclior stands bac.·k of any failures on the part of 

churc·h youth leaders to launch vi tal and, perhaps, revolutionary 

"service" projects of a socially-ree-onstructive nature among 

the young.; 

Rev. and JliT..rs • .ct:varts may be sa.ll.il to be far above the 

average in affirmative leadership as it relates to personality. 
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2. Efficiency 

On the point of a ffic ianoy, any casual observer would 

say 'that Rev. and Mrs. mvarta deserve the highest possible 

rating. 

An extensive and complex program ia theirs to sponsor, 

supervise, and carry forward, yet they do their work not only 

enthusiastically, but wall. 

Any failures which the church may have in ita work with 

youth are not in any manner due to lack of Ef'ficiaacy.' 

Programs and speakers and subjects are oftan arranged 

an entire year ahead, and all phases of planning the youth 

pro gram are equally well pre pared • 

Not at this point, certainly, is there any failure in 

leadership. 

3~' Originality 

By originality the wri tar means the quality of leader

ship along new trails. 

Youth is willing to follow, but demand a to follow the 

leader with the moat intensely interesting and challenging 

program. 

The fa.c:t that the youth program of this church, before 

Rev. and Mrs. Evarts ware sent a.s permanent leaders, was 

practically non-existent attests the originality of the Pnlsant 

leadershiP•' 

Ho'W'3ver, one phase of originality always raia,es the 



qua st1on, "Does tha leader possess suff1~1ent courage of his 

convictions, as well as adequate originality in the development 

of new ideas, to carry forward constantly new experiments and 

new projects through which to absorb the energies of youth in 

Christian undertakings?u 

Jesus led His disciples through myriad experiences. No 

two days were ali.ka. No two problems which He faced with His 

disciples ware identical. 

Do our youth leaders today capitalize on youth's love of 

novalty? Wa supply youth with tha dignity which ba admires, 

but do we supply him with tha novelty his nature demands? 

Youth wants new experiences, new horizons. He tires 

quickly of familiar objectives. Does the modern church youth 

leader keep a step ahead of youth • a love of the novel, or 

lag behind? 

Rev. and Mrs. Evarts have undertaken many new enterprises 

in their youth program. The Drama I:eading Club was something 

new, and they have given it the leadership which enabled it to 

succeed. 

Rather than put up with the usual inefficiency in youth 

program leadership for devotional services, Rev. and Mrs. Evarts 

have arranged interesting and challenging speakers' schedules -

again a. somewhat original plan of youth work. 

On the question of program originality, Rev. Evarts and his 

wife must rate vary highly. 

There is always insufficient originality in the development 



of service projects of a social-survey or a socially-re

constructive natura. However, no youth leader can be blamed 

for this fact. The organization and program of the local 

church itself does not lend itself admirably to any vary 

vital social rebuilding on the part of heroic youth. 

D. A STUDY OF LI 'MRA TURE 

AND SOURCU: MATISRIAL 

The Methodist Episcopal Church supplies through its 

publishing branches an extensive list of source materials 

for local programs. 

T~Jre are magazines and individual topic booklets on 

a wide variety of subject matter from Race Relations to 

Domestic Problems. 

The writer' has observed throughout this study that 

taw if' any local churches utilize their denominational list 

of source S•' 

Tha Memorial M. E. Church is no exception. It has no 

formal list of sources, no formal literature. 

The special speakers provided in the older group utilize 

their own sources, and the leaders in the younger group rely 

similarly on secular ratbar than denominational source matarials. 

Hance, outside of' copies of Shakaspaara•s playa used in 

the Drama Club, there is no formal textbook or other source 

material. 

This WI"1ter :f'3els that the absence of formal source ma-



terial is a point o~ possible strength rather than weak

ness. Intellectual vitality may be undergirded by vast 

sources, but it cannot be created by them. And in any 

formal source material, there is the danger that it become 

too rigidly adhered to. 

Our age is peculiarly blessed with an abundance of" 

good literature. The inte llectually-a.wake ad ventures into 

this abundance in accordance with the trends of his own mind 

and heart. 

We do not need mora source-material. we need mora 

sinceFity, more bal!"oic service, following upon clear think

ing. 

S. A STUDY OF MOTIV!i:S 

While in the younger youth group, a complete definition 

of motives is not available, tha older group of the church has 

four conscious aims, none: of which is given precedence over 

the others;~ First, not in order of precedence but in order of 

organizational arrangement, is the deepening of the spiritual 

lif'a. Toward this and the Sunday evening devotional period, 

followed by challenging speakers, is carried forward. Second, 

the prov1El1ng of social contact and social feltlowship is 

supplied through the various re crea ti onal a.c t 1 vi ties of the 

program and especially in the monthly party. Third is the 

development of a sound mind in a sound body, for which the 

group sponsors its monthly outdoor excursions. And fourth 

is the d·3epaning and broadening of the cul tura.l apprec 1ation, 
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for which the Drama. Reading Club bas bean formed. 

Hare is, perhaps, the best set of aims that I have 

found during this investigation.] 

However, it should be pointed out that these aims can 

be sum:narized. No formal summary has been made by Rev. and 

~'IX's. Evarts, but these four specific aims suge}3st the basic 

underlying one which might be defined as "all4round dave lop

ment and complete adjustment of youth to God, Himself, and 

Env 1ronmen t". 

This definition of aim follows the liberal trend of 

., soc ia.l integration". 

The writer feels that there is one fundamentally-important 

lack in this type of aim. A confU.sei world needs purposeful 

Christian leadership for its rebuilding, its re9'neration, its 

reconstruction. The world needs more than happily-integrated 

cit iaens. It is in desperate need of heroic leadership in 

its re-making. Any aim, however adequate, that neglects the 

making of Christian heroes leaves out the one uniquely and 

peculiarly Christian emphasis. 

F. A STUDY OF 'IRE Ra:I.ATION OF DMBB:RS 

OF YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS TO W:MBERS 

OF TIE LOCAL CHURO!mS 

1. Percentages 

In all, some fifty young people are mor-e or less ac

tively engaged in the youth work of this church. Yet there 

are 1250 names on the church membership rolls, and 600 children 
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in tha Sunday School. While no figures are available as to 

the number of young people between the ages of 14 and 25 that 

are in one way or another related to the church, the fact of 

1250 adult church members would signify that 300 would not be 

too high an estimate of the adolescents in church familiaf.h' 

This figure is probably way ba low the facts. But taking 

it as a basis of measurement, only ona sixth of the young people 

of the church are being actively served through the youth 

program. 

The existence of percentages like these in churches of all 

denominations in all parts of the country c~rtainly sugeests 

some laclt of an intense vitality on the part of our youth 

programs.l 

It must be taken into consideration that no youth program, 

however vital, will ever apraal to all young people, for even 

Chr 1st was ignored by many, but tha more vi tal tha program 

the more young people can be expected to r3spond. 

2. ·rurnovar 

In the youth organizations of this church the fifty 

young people connected therewith are nearly the same from year 

to year. The older ones e 1 ther become members of the church 

and find their way into adult responsibilities, or drop out 

altogethar. A few move to other cities, and a. few new members 

are added each season. Outside of' these natural changes, the 

membership remains largely eta tionary, and the turnover is 

small. 



G. .I STUDY OF YOUTH R&SPONSI 

l. To th;:~ rorm of Organization 

Among the young people I interviewed, I found two groups. 

First, was the group of young pe opla who are mora or le as 

active in the organizations as they are at present constitu-

ted. This group, without exception, approved the forms which 

their organizations took. 

One young man, who mgght be taken asrepresentative of 

the older group, sa ia, ••wlth the High School Fellowship and 

the Sigma Gamma Society, W9 have a pretty complete program for 

young people. I can't think of any changes I would make in 

the set-up. " 

In the course of our conversation, I asked the young man 

what his reaction might be to the fact that only fifty out 

of a possible several hundred ware reached by these organ

izations. 

He imm.eiii:iately replied, uoh, you. know what young kids 

are. They don't know wba t they want. Lot of tham only want 

to hang around a local tirug store. You can't blame the chure:h 

because young kids haven 1 t got any sensa.'' 

T.~e second group was made up of young people who ware not 

connected with any church youth organizations. A typical 

young man from this group saiCI, "I get more out of going to a 

movie.'" A little later the same young man said, .. Churches 

bora ma. 1l'hey talk about be 1ng gooCI and all that, but I'm 

just as good as they are and I never go to church.u 

Since the young man was obviously ignorant of what church 



youth programs were all about, his failure to take an interest 

might probably be traced to a misconception of what the ehuren 

has to offer youth. His parents, though he denied this, may 

have presented the church to him in a. wa.y d ista.steful to him, 

thus forming in his mind in early childhood a d istruat and 

d ialike of churches. Or the young men he companioned with 

may have given him the idea that only milksops and sissies 

went to church.' 

The obvious cure for this kind of youth r~ sponse would 

be the correcting of his wrong idea of the church and its 

program for young people. 

Youth outside tba church asks, "Wbat has the church to 

of:lter ma? They don't offer me anything, and all they want 

is money." 

To som extent, at least, youth's reaction is right.' 
" 

The lack of vitality, sincerity, and simple friendliness 

is the one great basic trouble with both the church and with 

youth organizations, and to soma extent as long as humans remain 

connected vvi th churcba s these same weaknesses will remain. 

There are few young people who, under normal circumstances, 

would not be drawn by vitality, sincerity, friendliness, and 

opportunities for heroism. 

2. To Li tara ture Used 

I approached three young people to ask them whether or not 

they thought their youth organization ought to have regular 

magazines and other source material. Here are their responses: 



"Aren't there enough magazines and newspapers and problems 
. 

without making us buy soma church magaz ina which is written by 

a lot of old f'ogie s who haven't heard the eaFth is round?" 
~ 

A basic feeling is apparent here that the chure·h is 

universally led by people who are way behind the times. To 

a very lar89 extent this must be admitted to be true •' 

Another young person, a young woman, said: "There is 

more useable material in the Reader.'s Digest than in all the 

church papers I ever saw." 

still another said, uWba t do we need any papers for? 

19 don't need a paper written in Washington or Chicaeo to 
~ 

tell us what' a going on in our own streets. There~ s plenty 
-

of things to be done r 1gb. t on my block. W9 don't have to 

buy a paper to have some th1f1S important to discuss. tt 

Youth 1 s general reaction se 3ms to be based on the fact 

that they want to deal with I'aal life problems in a real way. 

While church papers offer splendid material to help in these 

studies, youth wants to go its own way and talk about what it 

knows. 

The wri tar feels that this is a sign of health. 

3. To the Program of ~ach Organibtion 

I e xp la ine d the genera 1 program of . the S ig,.rna Gamma 

Society to a young man who coes not attend. He saic: "Who 

cares anpthing about Shak3speare? Haven't we got enough to 

worry about without having to sit ana listen to a lot of old 

Shake spaarean tripe?" 



"Bu. t," said I, "how about the monthly dance?" 

ttoh, wall," he grinned, "that's all right. Have they 

got a good orchestra? I might crop around some time. Are 

there any goodlooking girls?" 

I expla.ined that everyone was invite€1 to the dances, but 

that naturally young people ware expectelit to attend the Sunday 

meetings and hear the fine speakers. 

"well, I don't know about that. I can hear better spa'3Ches 

on the radio. But if there's some goodlo:;king girls I might 

even drop in and be bored some night, if I haven't anything 

else to do." 

This young fellow bad traveled widely and was stating 

his frank opinions about churches in general. I g.atherad he 

felt church youth programs ware for lass informed paople than 

himself~· 

Another young person said, "VII311, going to all the sa 

meetings keeps us busy. But there is always a lot of fun if 

you go. 11 

The truth seams to be that youth is waiting for a leader 

to bring religion to them. Unless the program is so novel 

that it causes gossip and therefore trouble, youth se3ms 

half-heartei about attending Sunday young people's services. 

4. To Leadership 

Among young people who ware acquaintao with Rev. and Mrs. 

il:varts, I found no one ilb.ise opinion of them was not high and 

appreciative of their tine work among the youth or the church. 



mxprassions such as the following ware frequent: 

"No one aver did as much for the young people hera 

before." 

"He gives us a ehance to express our own ideas." 

"Mr. a.nd Mrs. clva.rts are darn good sports." 

I talked with one young man who did not know Rev. clvarts, 

and was therefore speaking of ministars in general when he 

said, "Aw, what do ministers know about life? You talk a 

whole lot about going to churcm, but what do you know about 

the gang I run around with. If I told them I had gone to 

church, I~d never hear the last of it." 
-

This criticism of ministers and ehur0h leaders of youth 

1i often unfortunataly true. 'l'he church has to rely on 

volunteers, and often youth leaders are anything but the 

virile, vi tal, experienced individuals they need to be to 

lead youth tooa.y. 

5. To Motives 

One young parson connected with the Sigma Ga.nma. group 

provided an interesting slant on her reaction to the motives 

of the group. 

"That~ s the reason I left the youth organization at my 
-

own church and joined the Sigma Gamma Society. In my church 

the programs wsre baphazzam and pointless. Here, under the 

leadarantp of Rev. and Mrs. ~varts, programs are made out 

efficiently and our work bas real value for us. My church 

triad to make us good 1 ittle churchmembars. But this church 



92. 

teaches us how to be good citizens." 

I called the attention of a young Y. M. c. A. member 

to the Outdoor Excursion feature of the aims in the Sigma 

Gamma Society. 

"I get more sound mind and sound body out or my 'Y' 

membership than I could ever get out or that club.• 

Tha type or motive that seems to make the greatest 

appeal to youth today is that which seeks to give young 

people plenty or what they want to do. Or what they 

think they want i!Lo do. '!he successful leader is the one 

Who instills in the young people without their knowing it 

the desires for the programs he wants for them. 

If there is insuff'ic ient challense to heroic social 

action in these youth organizations, there is ample in 

the programs for every conscious de sire of youth related to 

social tftteg:ration and good, acceptable citizenship. 

H. SUMMARY: A STUDY OF FA ILURB.lS AND 

NE 81DID CHA NOO! S 

1. In Orga.nization 

It is not more organization that is ne~ded in this 

situation. The two youth groups, for High school a9i young 

people, and for older young people from high sohool a9i up to 

25 years, aiimirably divides middle from later adolescence. 

The organizational division is fine, and more youth 

organizations would only hamper the work that is now being 

done. For an organization is, a:f"ter ·all, only a frame••• 



within which the real work of interesting, training, and 

Uhallenging young people nust be done. 

The writer would make no changes, either by aubtNe:tion 

or addition, to the pre sent arrangement in this church.' 

Intensification of' spirit is the need. 

2. In Li tara ture 

Neither would this writer make any changes in the matter 

or literature and sources used. People, not textbooks, 4Ba 

after all the important influences in shaping and molding 

young life. 

The emphasis in these groups upon a speaker, with open 

d 1scussion following, place a tha correct emphasis for 

youth demands true leaders to follow, not textbooks. Youth 

wants inspiration, not research~' 

A real service might be rendarad by these groups in 

helping their young people to make their own lists or· 

worthwhile currant secular publications, but no attempt 

should be made to narrow youth's intallaotual intere eta down 

to one denominational paper. 

we are not after a Christian separation and isolation 

from life. We are af·tar a Christian approach to and evalua

tion of life as it is lived around us.' 

T'.a.e one great weakness of this group from the stand point 

of literature and sources is the failure of the group to maka 

the Bible a living book.; 

The Bible, taught by vital youth leaders to whom it lives, 
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can become a. living source of inspiration and challenge 

to youth today. There is no age in which the Bible, pre

sented as it is am allowed to speak for itself, will not 

evoke more readily than can be done in any other way the 

great vital, world-moving urges of great Christianity. 

No emphasis in these groups is placed upon the Bible, 

and thereby is lost one of, if not, tba great source of 

vitality and power. 

It is well to place leadership above literature, but 

that leadership which has never been inspired by the Bible 

can never hope to inspire youth on a Biblical level of 

heroic Christian action for the kingdom of God on earth. 

3. In Program Of Each Organization 

The. program of the High School Fellowship is too 

limited for this activity-minded age. Middle adolescents 

requ tre activity, excitement, new experiences. The program 

at present for this group, based exclusively upon an hour and 

a half on Sunday, including games, devotions, and educational 

material could not 1n any manner be considered adequate, though 

it may be true that the associate minister!s schedule is al-
-

ready too full to permit of furtha~ extension. 

In the Sigma Gamma Society, however, providing spiritual 

cultivation, cultural appr3c1ation, outdoor exercise, and 

monthly recreational dancing, can be said to have a complete 

and an ad aqua ta program in all respects but one~, No place 

is made for projects or qua sts or adventures in social re-
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building, and thus is lost important training in the vital 

impulses out of which Christian heroes are madet.' 

There is a sense in which the Sunday evening service 

provides chal1enge for social action through the speakers 

provided, but outside of this, there is no specific attempt 

to awaken the ;roung people to the evils in their own community 

which Christian action might remove, nor to set the young 

people to work on projects calculated to !'amove t.lia evils. 

In brief·, the program of t.'Le Sigma Gamma Society is 

fine and complete, am efficiently directed, lacking but 

one feature -- projects in social reconstruction. 

4. In Leadership 

If leadership could be provided these youth organiza

tions which would be free in every ra spae~t from curtailment 

by d isa.pproving a.dul ts, still greater achievements could be 

registered. 

Rev. and Mrs. i!lvarts, however, whether conse;iously or not 

forced to work within channels a.pprovaabla by adult church

members, have bean doing a.nd are continuing to do all that 

is possible under such c ircumstanca a.: 

In personality, aff'iciency, in originality and entl'lus

ia.sm, Re"'. and Mrs. Sva.rts are carrying f'orwa.rd a. work of 

which many ministers might be justly jealous.' 

However, it is felt by the writer tba.t stronger socially

reeo~nstruct1va purposes, as wall as more vivid appreciation 

of the great Biblical ato!'ahouse of inspiration a.nd challenge, 



would make the leadership of Rev. and Mrs. Evarts doubly 

effective in apxsal1ng to youth, and doubly effee:tiva in 

challenging youth to go forth into tha world equipxsa for 

heroic Christian world rebuilding. 

5." In :Mot iva 

No finer selection of specific motives is to be found 

among the churches which I investigated than those con

sciously held in tha .Sigma Gamma Society of this church. 

To deepen the spiritual life, to provide social fellowship 

in supervised surroundings, to provide regular outdoor 

activity, and to cultivate an apprac1ation of culture -

these four motives cover a wide range of youth interest 

and need. 

A few observations, however, are to be made. 

In the younger group, the High School Fellowship, while 

the same scheme ~f motives lies in the background, it is not 

as carefully worked out. Mora effective work with this 

younger age group would develope from a. clearer application 

of these motives. 

While deapening of the spiritual life constitutes a high 

objective, it is felt by this writer that this end could better 

be achieved by a fuller exploi ttat:i.on of Biblical resources. 

The great heroes of Christian history, both Biblical and post

Biblical, offer a. tremand ously valuable source of inspiration 

and challenge which is at present insufficiently exploi tad. 

Similarly, this list of objectives, fine as it is, does 



not place any emphasis upon training, inspirtng, and cha.l-

lengllM youth for social reconstruction. These objectives 

rather place an emphasis upon the harmonious adjustment of 

youth to hie environment. 

This objee:tive of social integration is undoubtedly 

higher than most young people attain, and is therefore a 

worthy and valuable end. However, christianity's peculiar 

challenge to the world has always contained a socially

reconstructive quality. Christianity would rebuild and 

regenerate youth, but more, It would also rebuild and 

regenera~e society. 

The incorporation of this additional nlOtive, to inspire 

and challenge youth to heroic Christian social reconstruc

tion, would make this list of specific aims not only fine 

but completely Christian. It would also add great intensity 

to the program which would have its effectt in increased 

youth response, for youth is intense and thrives on 

conflict. 

This list of· objectives, as it is, avoids controversy 

and conflict. While conflict over worthle as aims and projects 

is a source of great harm, conflict which emar99s out of 

genuinely Christian projects in social reconstruction is a 

source of great interest to thinking youth and of great 

inspiration to the idealism of youth. 

The public se:hools of the land seek the objective of 

training youth to become gentlemen and ladies. Christianity 

that does not seek to make heroes in the application of 
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Cl:J:F'istian id9alisrn to local and world affairs, as well as 

to the development of personal character, 1s a monstrosity. 

/ 
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CFAFIER THREE 

A STUDY OF THE YOUTH WORK OF 

THE RIDGEVIEW CONGREGATIOl~AL CHlJRCH 

WHITE PLAirTS, :NEW YORK 

The Ridgeview Congregational Church is situated in 

the residential section of ~Vhite Plains. It has approx

imately 700 members, largely made up of middle class ne?

ple and people of some wealth. There are two ministers. 

The senior minister gives all his time to the church. The 

associate minister gives only part time, since he attends 

graduate school three days each week. 

The church equipment consists of a church building of 

medium size, and a large parish house, where the Sunday 

School classes, youth organizations, and ministers' offices 

are located. 

This church has as fine a distribution of youth organ

izations as any church in the city. 

A. A LIST OF YOUTH APPROACHES 

1. Organizations 

There are four young people's or~anizations in thi~ 

church, though one of the groups does not come under the 

field of this investigation, for it is made up of married 
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couple a over thirty years of a sa and be yond tha age of later 

adolescence. The remaining three organizations cover tha ages 

from 14 to 30 years. The youngest age group is for High School 

young people and for others up to 20 years of age. Both of 

the remaining groups are for young people 20 years of age 

and above. One group is for young pe opla, both married and 

single, in their twenties. The last group is purely a service 

and social organization for young people in their twantie s. 

2. Youth Work Outside Organizations 

T:"lere is no program for young people outside these 

organizations, except the pastoral ~isitation of both 

ministers which reaO'hes both young and old.' 

B. A LIST OF ACTIVITIBlS AND OBJEc·riVES 

IN EACH YOUTH ORGANIZATION 

1. Devotional 

There are only two devotional programs for youth in 

this church. In the High School group, which meets avery 

Sunday afternoon at five o'clock, there is a devotional 

program of Bible reading, hymn singing, and prayer, followed 

by a speaker and a discussion period. A lao in the Married 

and Single group for young people past 20, which meets twice 

a month, there is a similar devotional program.• 

Tne content. of these devotional programs has no set 

limitations. 'E."lat is, while the material is much the same 
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from tirra to t1m.e, its use varies with the desires and 

interests of the leaders. 

The con tent is more or lass in the usual vain, however. 

A question that might be asked is, nHow worshipful is the 

affect gained by the sa devotional exercises?" Another 

question, "Is any real appreciation for Biblical resources 

cultivated?" 

As relates to the total program of these youth organ

izations, the purely devotional features could be said to 

occupy a relati-vely small place.' 

It is usually felt. that .too. complete a devotional 

program causes young people to lo~ interest, ~~t this is 

probably more due to the inadequacy of pre sent devotional 

programs than to the fact of devotional features. 

This writer feels that a larger place on devotional 

programs needs to be given to the cultivation of apprecia

tion for the great characters of Bibl iaal history, and if 

such ware the ca. sa, a larger place on the pro.gram could be 

given to devotions without loss of interest or enthusiasm, 

and a. t the same time w 1 th gra at ga.in of ad a qua te sp ir 1 tua l 

training. 

2.· Recreational 

The splendid element in the youth worlt of this church 

is the fact that recreational activities are, for the most 

part, purposive, and related to service activities. That is, 

while each group has its parties and dances and recreational 



fellowship, many recreational projects are carried on which 

ma. tar ia.lly add to the welfare of the church as a whole. 

For ex:a.mple, the High School at39 young pa ople spa a ial ize 

in service activities which are both self-expressive am 
recreational. This group puts on an annual strawberry 

fa stival, an annual play, and other annual features for the 

whole church. 

Similarly, tba Married and Single group qove twenty 

years of age annually gives a Marionette Show which provides 

a source of enjoyment and recreation for all the members of 

the group ;vhila ramering a valuable service :to;,' tna chureh.~ 

T'.aa older married group aboV'~ thirty years of age manage 

their own a.<lt1v1ties and have their ovvn forms of recreation 

such as card parties and dance aa.· 

iba most active group from the standpoint of recreation 

is the High School group which has monthly dances. 

A few observations can be made. Recreational activity 

which can be made to offer young people opportunities for 

self-a:xpre ssion is basad on a sound principle of youth 

interest. Likewise, such activitt :trains youth in doing 

things for others which he enjoys doing, thus combining 

recreation with both self~xpreasion and service. 

If more of this kind of recreational activity, and lass 

of the purely self-interested projects such as card parties 

and dances, could be arranged, it is the belief of this writer 

that more effeetive work would be achieved both in the character 

of the young people themselves and in the influence of their 
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work on the community.' 

3. Self~xpressive 

In the programs of these young people's groups, the 

self-expressive act1'vdty is in many respects identical with 

the recreational. Slilch projects &$ Strawberry Festivals, 

:Marionette Shows, Plays, Public Dances, are both self-

expressive and recreational. The young people are trained 

through these mediums to take responsibilities as well as to 

enjoy recreational fellowship. 

Other self-expressive opportunities are provided through 

the Sunday services. The young people themselves are the 

leaders, under guidance, in these sunday programs, teaching 

them to think in terms of religious thought as vvell as to 

spaak on religious topics. 

One group features reports on book reading, which also 

supplies the young people with specific self-expre as iva pro

jects both in the sa lect1ng of valuable books and in reporting 

on their findings. 

One observation forces itself to the attention of the 

wr i tar. While all of these sa lf-expra ssive act ivi ties in 

th-9 se groups are fine, both for the young people and for the 

church, there is one outstanding \?aakne sa. All the projects 

of a self-expressive character have to do with everything 

except comrnun i ty study and soc 1a.l rebuilding., No emphasis 

of any kind is placed upon self-expression in social recon-
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struetion. 

As fine a program of self-expressive activities as is 

offered in this church, it could be st..J::'engthened by the use 

of such social projects as interviews with important community 

people, ~uesti.onn.atre~.,~polls on significant social questions, 
. 

and surveys designed to bring to the fore the natura of evils 

with which the community must cope. 

l. Personality 

'fhe associate pastor, Rev. l!:verett. w. · MaeNair, upon whom 

all problema of youth leadership falls, is in his early thir

ties. His viewpoint is that or a youngma.n who is keenly 

awake to the problems or young people. 

Not only is Rev. MacNair the type or leader who listens to 

and understands the in tare sts of youth, he is more than a 

listener. He is in a very real sense a leader. He does not 

seek to taka responsibilities from the young. people, by taking 

them himself, but he works to inspire young people to leallli 

themselves along worthy lines. 

Rev. MacNair is in no se nee a crank on any Ohr istian 

problem. However, while he is open to suggestion and has 

the prime principle of adaptability am willingness to adjust 

himself, he is keenly interested in the spiritual and social 

development of the young people committed to his care. 

Neither an ardent fundarrantalist nor an erra. tic modernist, 



Rev. MacNair is a Christian leader, earnestly seeking to con

serve and strengthen the spiritual and social interests of his 

young people. 

He can listsn sympathetically to any and all suggestions 

from the young people. As their> friend, he is their real 

leader. 

2.' Efficiency 

Rev. MacNair is not a. walking Robert's Rules of' Order, 
-

but he is in his spiritual and friendly manner efficient 

in the best meaning of' that word., 

In his avery available moment, ba is actively a ngagad 

in solving the problems that arise in being the advisor and 

leader of his young people •' 

The fact that four organizations for young people, each 

dealing with both the personal and tba social interests of 

these groups, are actively carrying forwa.rlii widely varied 

programs suggests the efficiency of his leadership. 

3~1 Originality 

Rav. MacNair's originality is best shown in his unique 

development among his young people of' the 1r interest in 

service activities for the church as a whole. Few ministers 

or youth leaders are able to incite their young people to 

achievements which build up the whole church. Marionette 

shows, plays, and strawberry festivals, conducted by the 

young people for the whole ehurch constitutea. uniquely 



original development in youth interest~' for this community. 

D. A STUDY OF LITS:RA TURE AND 

SOURCE MATERIAL 

Only one of the youth organizations in this church 

has any formal source material, and in this one group the 

source ma tar ial is sa ld om used.' 

The High School age group purchases a monthly magazine 

known as 'l'he Pilgrim. High Road, pub~ished at 14 Beacon Street, 

Boston, 1\lfassachusetts. 'l'his magazine contains source material 

for youth and is published by the Congregational Chur~h. 

However, evan in this case, this magazine, though pur

chased and kept on hand, is seldom used. 

All the church youth groups use ma tar 1a.l which they 

themselves select from amongr:e:urrant secular period teals, 

newspapers, and otbar literature •• 

There are two observa tiona which emerge from the sa 

facts. First, insufficient use is made of the Bible as:; a 

constant resource of great wealth in its tales of great men 

and women, its eternal words, its high evaluation of human 

destiny. And second, there is a sensa in which the use of' 

secular literature alone may be partially to blame for the 

secular trend of interests in all youth groups. 

vthile it is life youth is interested in, and life it 

wishes to tileal with, rather than isolated and purely religi~s 

materials -- the question remains pertinent, "Does the absence 
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of strongly inspirational and keenly challenging religious 

literature and source material play any part in the secular 

trend among religious youth groups?u 

i. A STUDY OF MOTIVES 

There are four consciously planned objee:tiva s in 

the work of this church with youth. Tba deepanad spiritual 

life objective is he 1d constantly in mind and the davot :tonal 

work of the organizations is provided for this purpose. Social 

fellowship is provided through the parties and service pro

jects. Tba training of youth in doing things for others is 

provided through many service projects such as Strawberry 

Festival, one act plays, public dances, marionette shows, 

church fairs, annual college students dinner, the giving of 

baskets at Christmas time. The cultivation of thought 

objective is realized through the discussions following the 

speakers in the Sunday programs of the organizations. 

Rev. MacNair summarizes these four objectives as: 

devotional, social, service, and study. 

The s tronga st emphasis in all of the sa is place a upon 

training youth for service~' 

It is the feeling of this writer that to train youth for 

service is a higher motive than to train youth merely to be

coma a harmoniously integrated citizen, thou&~ the two have 

elements in common.' However, there i.s a still higher 

Cl':lX'istian objective. That is, to train youth to build a new 



environlll3nt after the Christian standards of huma,n brother

hood. 

Service in tba largest possible sense is Christian heroism.1 

Perhaps Rev. MacNair has this in mind in his objective of 

serv1ce.1 Tha applications, however, of this objective in 

his youth organizations at the present time are largely in 

the field of contributing to the success of the church in the 

community, rather than the larger work of the church in re

generating the community. 

However, it must be said at this point that the ideal 

youth as pictured in the mind of' Rev. MacNair as his objec

tive is undoubtedly a youth awake to the world in which he 

lives, awake to the problems of the world as wall as those 

of his own local chure;h, and a. youth keenly interested in 

contributing oil his energies to the building both of a 

better world and a. batter church. 

This fundamental picture of the ideal youth which tba 

youth leader hopes to create, based on the inspirations and 

eballenges to be found in Biblic:al resources, is the finest 

possible delineation of Christian objective., 

It is not merely a good citizen wa wish to create, but 

a citizen released in inspiration by the Biblical and Christian 

past and urgently aspiring toward a personal and social 

Christian future. 
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F. A STUDY OF TFE R~ lA TI ON OF M.iMBlmS 

OF YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS TO M.m:MBmRS 

OF THE LOCAL CHURCH 

1. Percentages 

It ia estimated that from 75%· to 80% of the members 

or the youth orgflniza tiona eventually become UBmbers of the 

adult chure:h.' This is a high average and represents the 

efficiency of the program carried on by Rev. :MacNair among 

the young people. 

Altogether 80 young people, distributed between all 

four youth groups, including the married group betW3en 30 

and 40 years of a.ga, are connected mora or- less actively 

with the church youth work.' 

Rev. :MacNair estimates that there are 100 mora young 

people in one wa.y or another related to the church, yet not 

connected with a ither of the four youth groups., 

'!'his rapre santa a.pproxima te ly a. 4.0% average, which is 

a. l'lllueh higher average than the 16% or 17% found in the youth 

work of the Memorial M. ~. Churah, prov~ed our basis o~ 

evaluation is to be taken as approximately corrae:t. 

This may be due in part to tha fact that tha Memorial 

M. E. Chureh is situated mar t.~e city~s business district, 
-

whe rea. s the Rid ga v 1e w a ongre gat i ona.l Church ts loea ted ad -

va.nta.gaously in the e:enter of the finest re sident1al area.' 

2. '-Urnove:~r 

Rev. Ma.cNa ir a atima. te s that changes in membership of' 
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tba Marriel\1 and Single group between 20 and 30 years of age 

amounts to a 15% turnover annually.: In the High School age 

group from 14 to 20 years of age, the turnover is smaller, 

approximately 5%. However, in the newe at of the four groups, 

the social and service group for young people between 20 and 

30 years of age, so far only partially or~nized, the turnover 

is high, approximting, according to Rev. MacNair, 75%•" 

In general, however, the turnover is small and traceable 

to such natural causes as families moving away and new families 

moving in, rather than to discontent with the programs offered.' 

The problem in this church is not therefore one of 

holding the young people sained, but in reaching more of the 

young people on the youth constituency roll. 

This fact suggests that the youth program is fine as far 

as it gcss, b'!mt that it may stand in need of mora intensity, 

more vitality, more challenge to heroism and christian re

construct lve action. 

G. A STUDY OF YOUTH RESPONSS: 

1. To The Form of Organization 

I talked with six young people from the youth organ

izations of this church. In each case the reaction was one 

of appreciation for the splendid opportunities for mental 

stimulation and social fellowship oftared. In each case 

the f'eeling was that not more organizations were needed, but 

that more interest, more action, more excitement could help.' 
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Typical of these young people in their reaction to the 

types of organizations offered them was that of one young 

man, who said, "I don't see how the set-up could be improved 
< ,. 

as fa:r as age -groups are concerned. 1'3 could always use a 

little more excitement, of course." 

Tha aemand or young people for exci tament suggests tha 

fae.t that youth will not turn aside from a worthy eontro

vers'!/:;·, a worthy conflict. This factor is at pre sent 

insufficiently e~ploited. in all youth programs. The attempt 

is always to avoid conflict, rather than to utilize it for 

Christian training, as Christ did in His training of His 

disciples. His own public life was filled with conflict. 

Inner conflict, that is, competition within the group, 

may often be a source of trouble and harm, even permanent 

harm. But conflict between tba group as a whole and community 

evils is always a source of cementing youth! s Christian 
-

unity of feeling am de sire for heroic Christian action. At 

present this possible source of interest for youth is almost 

totally ne gle c tad. 

I asked one of these young people if she was interested 

in a slum clearance project going on in the city at the 

present time;1 Her response suggests the possibilitiesin 

fields of interest such as this. 

"well, I'm not one to go out and try to reform the world 
. 

overnight. That can't be done. But if the local newspapers 

can interest themselves in slum eleara.noa, why can't the 

ohurche s?" 



2. To Literature Used 

I :found three kinds of response among the young people 

I interviewed on tba subject of literature to be used in 

youth programs.l 

One young High School senior girl, thoroughly modern 

in every accepted sense, said, "I don't sea why we don~t study 
. 

the Bible more. Personally, I gat sick o:t always talking 

about the world's evils. After all, we can • t go out and 

cure the world. I'd like to learn what the Bible is all 

about." 

This very suggestive statement suggests the fact that 

modern youth programs are not based sufficiently on the 

pose ibla interests and values to ba found in an unpre ju

die:ad approach to Christianity's greatest spiritual res01:1rca, 

the Bible. 

Another typioal ra sponsa was from a young High School 

youth who seamed to appreciate the Pilgrim High Road, monthly 

Congregational Magazine •' 

"I found a lot of good things in the Pilgrim High Road. 

I mean things I could uo:larstand and usa when lead 1ng the 

Sunday evening meetings. Of course the subjects dealt with 

there are often not in lina with what young folks are thinking 

about today, but that maga.z ina saves looking through a whole 

lot of current newspapers and magazines for something to talk 

about on Sunday nights." 

T'.ne main value of formal literature for youth organizations 

suggested bare is a. practical value. Formal sources save time. 
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They may of course also have value in directing 

interpretations of current church and world problems toward 

a more typically Christian evaluation. 

A third typical response on the part of youth was given 

by an older young person, connected with the Married and 

Single group above 20 years of age. "Church literature may 

be fim, but there is such a wealth of good material in 

current periodicals that it seams a waste of time to publish 

a special magazine for religious study. ff3 want to know what 

everyone is thinking, not just the church crowd, which may, 

after all, have a special ax to grind~" 

'lha writer believes that this last point of view suggests 

a mora realistic approach to the ma ttar of literature am 

source material. .t:fine as church publications may be, they 

can be no better than the abu.ndant wealth of material a1r.ailabla 

to thinking people, in the usa of which youth needs to be 

tra 1ned. 

3. To 'Iha Program Of S:ach Organization 

Of the four young people who indicated their reaction to 

the youth programs in tha 1r organizations, three ind 1catae 

complete approval. Only one offered a e:ritic1sm.' 

ttTmre is one trouble with our work. wa spend too much 

time talking about problems, am too li ttla time doing any

thing. I think we would take more intere at and accomplish 

more ot· real value it we would talk less about world evils, 



and do mora about problems in our own community., Fo~ 

example, we occasionally talk a lot about the avila of 

iuropean wars, and naver I:llention the fact that young people 

right hera in the White Plains High School are being 

approached to buy marijuana cigarettes." 

Thera is a very valuable suggestion bare to tba effect 

that mora realism in our youth work needs to be realized. 

If there is any one weakness greater than otmrs, it is 

this ignoring of local community evils about which some 

heroic Christian action might be inspired, and spend too 

much 3nergy just talking about distant evils. 

4~, To Leadership 

In the ma. tter of laadershlp, I found no young pa ople 

at all who had any type of criticisms to make of Rev. Ma.c

Na ir and his work. 

One youth made a criticism, which was not a criticism 

of Rev. Mj.cNair, but rather a cri ticisrn of the young people 

to whom Rev. MacNair delegates positions of lea.darshipin 

tha groups. 

••aur Sunday meet tngs :need mora in tare st. i te often 

our Sunday meat ings result in flops, and mora often they are 

dull. Another thing is that the young people aren't serious 

enough. They come and whisper and gossip and talk about 

everything but religion." 

I asked this young man if ha thought local projects 
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of a soeially-:reoonstruotive natura would help eliminate 

this lack of sar iousna ss in the minds of' the young pa ople 

who attend the Sunday meetings. 

He immediately raspondf:Hl, "Yes, I think they would. 

If the problems ware close enough to home, I believe we 

would gat soma really serious discussions developed •' Though 

soma of the young people don't seam to be capable of a 

serious thoug.ilt of' any kind." 

The problem is not therefore one of' leadership, but 

rather ona of purpose and motive and awareness of local 

s 1 tua t ions.' 

lf this could be improved, I believe a stronger and more 

serious youth inters st would be developed. 

5• To:Motives 

I founo many of' the young pa ople who d 1d not know what 

the motives of' the youth organiZ~ations to which they be• 

longed were~' When I explained what they were, I found t:b..ree 

typ 1cal responses. 

First, there was a young woman who said, "I think the 

motives are f·ine. After all, wa don~t care about the B"-ble 
.. 

any more, and we don 1 t care about ref·orming the world. \119 

just want to be helped in becoming respectable citizens." 

One young woman stated very definitely her view that 

a stronger emphasis on the Bible would be of gf'eat value. 

A third person, a. young ma.n, said, "The Bible is all 

right, I suppose, but no ona ever made it very interesting 
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to me. If it could be made interesting, it might help, 

though there is plentv to be done in the present without 

going back into the ~sty T;last." 

This young man was aware of the need for an inter~sting 

presentation of the Bible, and also conscious that the -

contemporary world offers a great challe~~e. The Bible 

was to him a closed book, dull, lifeless. This was not 

his fault, but the fault of his teachers. If the Bible 

had been presented to him with the fire and life and 

vitality of its great characters, his present reaction 

would be different. 

This youth indicated that he was conscious of problems 

in the world which the church should try to solve. In 

his words, "There is plenty to be done in the present", 

one observes an awareness of needed changes in the 

contemporary world. This suggests that the youth 

motives of these organizations were not altogether satis

factory to this young man, and tr~t, given an oppor

tunity, he would add some phaze of social reconstruction 

as a clear and conscious independent motive. 

In these three youth responses there is traceable 

a desire for help in attaining good citizenship, an 

interest in the Bible, and an awareness of social evils. 
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H. StNMARY: A STIDY OF FAILURES 

1. In Organization 

~ ha.va seen that four organizations comprise the youth 

program of the Ridgeview Congregational Church. These four 

are: The Married Couples~ Group above 30 years of age, The 
-

Married and Single Group above 20 years of age, 'fhe Sarv6ca 

ana Social Group above 20 years of age, and the High School 

group up to 20 years. 

It has bean obvious that no other organizations for youth 

ware needed, but rather an intensification of' the inspirational 

sources and aspirational challenges in each present organiza

tion. 

80 out ot a poss.ibla 180 young people, wa have sean, 

are connected with these youth organizations, giving a 40% 

efficiency. This was sean to oo a high average comparelii with 

the 16% or 17% :found at the Memorial M. E. Church. 

The solution to an increased efficiency is not to be founa 

in additional organizations, but rather a shift from a largely 

social ana recreational emphasis to a stronger e:ultivation of 

Biblical appreads.tion and a mora vivid challenge to heroic 

Christian community and world re-building. 

2. In Literature 

Only one of the four youth organizations adhered to any 

formal literature. The High School group purchased a monthly 
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Congregational magazine, callea The Pilgrim High Road, for 

usa as source material among tba leaders. However, even in 

this graoup little usa was made of the magazine, for most of 

the young pa ople ware in tare sted in current secular period i

ca.ls. 

wa observed three reactions to this absence of' formal 

literature. First was the group who ware not only willing to 

have the Bible brought to life for them but thought it would 

ado to the value of' their programs. Second was the group which 

believed a formal religious literature or source would have 

gr>eat practical value in saving time when programs ware to be 

prep:~.red, as well as proving a possible usefulness in giving 

a. clearer Christian interpretation of current problems. And 

third was the group that believed less literature and more life 

should be the basis of' both study and action. 

It was the view of the writer that suggestions of value 

were to be garnered from each of' these reactions. Two 

specially strong emphases were placed by the writer. First, 

a stronger and more vital Biblical presentation would not only 

give youth a sound grounding in traditional knowledge, but would 

prove of' invaluable ass istanee in evoking the Christ ian urges to 

heroic living~ And second, a keener awareness of' the life 

problems of the local community as well as or the world at 

large, together with speoifio projects of a soc ially-rec on

structive nature, would not only solve tba program problem of 

arousing serious d iseussion, but would give the youth organ-
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1zat1on a reason for existence and an objective value in 

the community. 

3• In Program Of Sach Organization 

-~ have observed that the program of these youth or

ganizations was built around four types of features, Devo

tional, which received compara. tive ly Sl'llall emphasis 1 social 1 

given a rather large place on the schedule, Service 1 which 

received the largest emphasis, and Study, also a comparatively 

undeveloped feature. 

The self-expressive opportunities contained in the Social 

and Ser·vice programs were felt to be both unique am splendid. 

However, splendid as these ware, it is the feeling of' the 

writer that the service activities are too church-centered, and 

need a stronger community and world re-building emphasis. 

Likewise, it is this V{l'iter' s belief that the devotional 

and study features of the program are too little emph&si8ad, 

and tba t the grea tar usa of Biblical resources in the sa 

connections, as well as of community survey opportunities, 

would prove both rewarding in increase ot interest and 

constructive in increase of heroic motive and ac,tion. 

Among the sugga at ions for o1lange offered by the youth 

leader himself', Rev. !ll[acNair, are the following: an enlarge

ment of the in tare sts and program of' the Married and Single 

Group between 20 and 30 years of age from the comparatively 

closed group it now is to a wider fellowship; a stronger 
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religious emphasis throughout all organizations; closer 

cooperation in interests and objecM.ves between the four 

groups; greater continuitjy of program in all groups; 

a stronger missionary education; and a stronger emphasis 

upon social ac·tion.' 

4·. In I.aader ship 

V{e haVe Observed the persona.li ty 1 e ffiO iency 1 and 

originality of the youth leader, Rev. MacNair, and the 

la~k of these constructive and essential qualities in the 

young people who hold elective offices in the organiza-

tiona. 

While Rev. lllfacNair • s de sire to arouse his young people 
~ 

to affective leadership of tbair own is unquestionably fine, 

it is obvious that a stron~r participation on his part would 

add conaidera,ble vitality to the programs. 

It is felt by this writer that an insufficient emphasis 

upon both Biblic:al resources and opportunities for social 

study and action is placed by the leader, and that a stronger 

emphasis in these two departments would ma tar tally increase 

both the interest of the groups and t..lj,e ir objee:tive community 

value. 

5.· In Motive 

W9 have sean that the devotional, social, service, and 

study objectives of these organizations constitutes as fine 

a list of interests and emphases as ~an anywhere be found. 
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However, the sum total of work done in the sa de pa.r tme nt s 

crea. te s a picture of the ideal youth who will emerge from 

this training which suggests merely the socially-1n~3grated 

youth. 

As 'we have also sean, social integration and harmonious 

a.da.ptat ion to a nv ironment, while 1n tbamsa lva s splend 1d, are 

insufficient as a Christian objective. Christianity seeks 

heroes, inspired by the 1r Biblical predec:easors and aspiring 

to contemporary soc ia.l aohievemant. It has never sought 

mere adjustment to env ironmant in its followar-s. 

Not only is this the major weakness of this youth pro

gram, but it is a. universal weakness 1n youth programs every

where.' 

This wr-iter feels that not until the Bible and contempoaary 

life are more completely exploited both as souroes of inspira

tion and as fields of' action will youth work anywhere attain 

a worthy <1'1u'>i s t 1a n goal. 
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The Trinity lutheran Churc:h of Whi ta Plains, New York, 

is a church of approxima ta ly 300 members on the edge of the 

business district of the city but adjacent also to the finer 

residential areas.'! Only one minister serves this church. 

The church equipment, consisting in chure~ with social rooms 

ana parsonage, is adequate for the present program offered.l 

'l'he youth work of this e:hureh is d istinetive from that of 

any other church 1n the city, as will be evident during our 

investigation, and yet it is at the same time remarkably 

efficient in the achieving of the ends it seeks. 

A. A LIST OF YOUTH APRlOACH&S 

1. Organizations 

Thera is only one youth organization in the church, 

known as the luther I.aagua, ana is tiles igned to meat the 

needs of young people from 14 years of aga to complete 

adulthood.· 
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'rhis group covers all the youth emphasis of' the church 

!'rom the time of e:onfirmation at the age of 13 or 14 years 

to maturity. There is no other attempt to segregate the 

differing age groups in accordance with possible differing 

interests., 

The first d istinc:tive quality of this youth orsaniza

t1on is the fact that to become a member of the luther league 

a young man or woman must pass through the ritual of confirma

tion and church membership. Whereas in other church youth 

work, young people may eventually enter the adult church or 

they may not, in this churc,h the adult chure:h begins at the 

age of confirmation. and continua s as long as the individual 

lives, with no breaks from the standpoint of organization., 

Whereas in other chure:ha s the youth programs run al

.mcs-t~" t:~arall:el to the church program, in this c:hurch the 

youth work is in reality merely a. part of the adult program. 

Wne thar or- not this continuity of emphasis produu s fine:rr 

church results may bast ba judsad as wa proceed with our 

inva stiga. tion. 

2. Youth Work Outside Organizations 

While the formal youth approach is the luther La ague, 

there is one additional approach outside this basic central 

group.; This additional approach is the Annual Conf'irma.tion 

Class for young people in early adolascence at the age of 

thirteen or fourteen;; 
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This Annual Confirmation Class meats every Saturday 

morning from september to Pentecost of each year.' Its 

course of instruction covers the F'our Gospels, tba church 

catechism, and the church !'itual. Graduates automatically 

become adult members of the church, and until actual adult• 

hood is reached tbay become a. pa.rt or the membership of the 

luther league. 

Howsver, this youth approach pre cedes rather than para

ll.'"le,:rs:·' , the youth work of tha church, and it is the Luther 

laague 1 tself' to which our attention must be call9d. 

B. A LIST OF ACTIVIT~S AND OBJECTMS 

l. De~ot1onal 

The Luther League meets the third Thursday evening of 

each month. In this monthly mae t ing is to be found the 

ant ire formal program of youth. 

The devotional elemants of the program are a formal 

fifteen or twenty minute period at tba beginning of this 

monthly sa ssion devoted axclusiwly to hymns, prayer, and 

scr 1pture read ing'• 

Though this is the only formal devotional element in 

the program, it must be mentionad that since the whole youth 

emphasis is church-centered, the majority of the young people, 

being themselves members of the church through confirms. tion, 

regularly attend the Sunday worship services of the church., 

Thllus it is seen that 1n a very real sense the la.rf;93st emphasis 



in the youth program is devotional. 

2. Recrea. t iona.l 

Whereas in moat church youth programs, it is f'el t to 

be necessary to of·ter sufficient recreational life to com

pete with outside amusements, this chu:r:'"ch offers leas rocraa

tiona.l opportunity than a.ny other.· 

On the monthly evening meeting~ a program, tba first f'ifteen 
-

minute a is devot3 d to devotional ma. teria.l. The next forty-

five minutes is given to educational projects such as lectures 

and various other spacial studies. Tba last sixty minutes of 
s the evening>~ a programs in devote~ to games and soc 1a.l fallow-

ship~' 

This one recreational hour a month is the only period 

given to p~ly recreational ae:tivity in the youth program.' 

This would at first seem to be a defec·t, but the further 

examination of the youth program in tha light of our continued 

study will reveal its points of strength~' 

The organization of the church itself and th3 interest and 

empl!lasi a of the past or is entirely c..'lureh-cante red. T}1e pastor 

is not inters ated in oompsting with outside amusement oppor

tunities•' Youth 0a.n look out for itself, as it must learn to 

do anyway. 

As far as the chur~h is concerned, 1 t is in tare sted only 

in offering youth opportunities for religious davelop:mant 

along church-can tared line a.· 
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T'ne Luther I.aa.gue offers the young pa opla many sa lf

expreesive opportunities. For the entire program at each 

monthly meeting is in the hands of' the young people them

selva a who a.rra.nge and plan all tm work and see to its 

execution~ 

In add1t1.on to these eelf'-axpreea1ve opportunities, 

the church choirs offer the young people an opportunity for 

serving the churo;h, and the altar decorations for each 

calendar StU'lQay in the church year simtlarly provide the 

young people with an opportunity to contribute to the su.cca ss 

of their church.' 

Thus, while no soc ially-reo.onstructive self-axpre ssiva 

opportunities are given, a great variety of' opportunities for 

serv1.c.f3 are to be found in the monthly meeting, in the chureh 

choirs, and in the decoration of the sanctuary. 

In accordance with the expre seed church-centered interest 

of the group, all its devotional, educational, and self

expressive activities are related to the church-centered 

program. 

There is a point of great strength in this emphasis, am 
a possible point of great weakness. In this manner a much 

more vivid and lasting church-consciousness is registered in 

the young mind, tending toward the sound building of a parma-

ne nt ehure:h. 

program.! 

This is the unique point of' strength in the 



There is also a. point of ~a.kna as. Tb.e tendency is to 

create young people who are awake only to the building of 

their own local church and the observance of its ritual, 

to produce young minds compla.e::ently satisfied with their own 

religious eonnac;tions and uninteraswd in the religious or 

material needs of:· the community about them.· There is no 

tendency toward the building of Christian heroes in social 

reconstruction.· T:tte tendency is entirely toward conformity, 

not at all toward racbnstruction. 

rr· with this same church emphasis could be dave loped 

an emphasis seeking the awareness and understanding of social 

problems and a great sacrificial consecration toward the relief' 

of social abuses, the program would be ideally complete •' 

C. A STUDY OF YOUTH ISAI>mRS 

l. P3rsonality 

Rev. fl:vald B. le.wson, pastor of the church, is the only 

adult leader or advisor connecteQ: with the luther League. He 

confines his activity to the background, allowing the young 

:eople to do their own work, though he offers suggestions and 

lends his wealth or energy to t1:1e success of' the program.· 

His personality is definitely affirmative and aggressive.' 

He is a natural leader, am he seeks to lead toward rather than 

away from the chure:h. 

is entirely devoted to the Anglo-Catholic ideal of 

church life. He is not trying to build the kingdom of God 



in the hearts am social relationships of men. He is trying 

to build a. strong church., 

He is unquestionably to be commanded for his leadership 

away from vapid recreational competition with commercial 

amusement. His dis interest in the social reconstructive 

character of religion is to be questiona4. 

2.' if'tieiency 

Rav. lawson, within the l1mi ts of' his comparatively 

simple youth program, is eff'ieiericy itself'. He breathes 

a.n atmosphere or ef:fecttive leadership toward the ends he 

seeks•' 

The fact that approxima ta ly fifty young people attend 

the monthly luther League se sa ion in a church or only 300 

members sugge at a the effectivena as of' his ahureh-ee ntered 

leadership.' 

He is not, however, 1ntarasted in a e:omplex organiza

tion struggling ineffectually to achieve a hundred confused 

and overlapping and oonf'licting objectives~ Ha bas one 

interest, a. strong church. And towaro the attainment of 

this realization, he is efficiently ae:tive. 

The writer cannot too strongly commend Rev. lawson 

for his eft:active leadership away from confusing complexity 

~n youth interest and toward simplicity of' program. Too 

many youth leaders struggle futilely to achieve ends as con

tused as they are complex. 
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3. or igina~i ty 

The distinctive nature. of Rev. lawson 1 s youth objective 

and program be speaks his or ig1nality in a day when a.ll other 

youth leaders are striving to keep a step abeaa of eom.mare:ial 

amusements with tba ir young people. 

As Rev. lawson put it, ttr don't particularly ca.rehow 

the young people spend their time from the standpoint of· 

amusement, as long as tbay are intelligent about it. What 

I do want tbam to do is to be on hand every Sunday at tba 

eleven o'clock se:J?vice." 
-

This departure from tba usual leadership conception of' 

the need for a.n e:R.tansive recreational progFam is not only 

uniquely original, it is refreshingly different. 

lass emphasis needs to be placed on recreational projects, 

and ~onimnt,ly mora upon serious matters. 

The wr i tar could wish Rev. lawson ware more in tare stelll 

in a. Biblical ani a socially-reconstruct iva· eariousna sa in 

his work with youth, but must commend him for his leadership 

away from the trittling to the serious, even though that 

serious in te re at be church""'0entel!e d ra. thar than life -centaraa •' 

D • A STUDY OF LI'IERA 'IUR.E A~"D 

SO lli:t:CS MA '.IER IA L 

A weakly Lutheran publication, The Lutheran Companion, 

is purchased for tba usa of the young people, but li tt.,le in

tare at is taken in its contents. It bas a few good program 
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Lawson and his young people are more interested in their 

traditional church ritual and in educational projects of 

their owr.1.; 

While this formal literature is kapt onba.nd, it is 

seldom used. 

Likewise, the Bible, while it oce:upie s an important 

part in the training of the Confirmation Classes, is not 

given a large place on the mont:t.Uy aduca tiona.l program. 

A larger use might be made of Biblical ra source a than 

is now made, but what Biblical emphasis there is ia quite 

beyond that to be found in the average chure;h youth program, 

and is to be commanded ace:ord ingly. 

'!he list of educational projee-ts and lectures on the 

monthly, evening schedules suggests the wide range of inter

a at and ma tar ial a.xp loi ted. 

For several weeks the topic of study was the ritual. 

decoration of the church altar and sanctuary for each Sunday 

in the denominational calendar year. For this purpose 

denomina. tional source books were used. Another week a study 

was made of the Method 1st &:piscopa.l Cl:n.lrch, its origins and 

standards. Many source s?are consul ted for this information.' 

The emphasis, however, is admirably away from formal 

source material and toward any possible source which might 

contribute toward a stronger cl:n.lrch consciousmss. 

One weakness felt by the writer is the total absence 
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of any exploitation of community sources, ~~ch as surveys, 

projects, investigations, polls, queationaires. The la.ck 

of in tare st of the pastor and his youth leaders in social 

reconstruction ia the reason for this failure, and it is 

to be que stionad. 

Chr1st1a.ni ty has always sought to do mora than create 

churchro.ambers. It must continue to do so if 1 t would justify 

its existence as a part of the social picture. 

B. A STUDY OF MOTIV~S 

The main motive of the youth work in this church has 

undoubtedly already become apparent. Couched in the phrase 

of the pa a tor, this main object iva is "church -ce nta red 

piety".1 

?bile there are other phases of the youth emphasis, 

such as cultural enrichment through the educational pro

jects handled at the monthly meetings, and wa 11-rounded 

moral am physical development, the underlying elamentin 

all of these is ••church-centered piety". 

It must be admitted that this is uniquely different 

from the aims of other youth programs, and has value be

cause of this. 

It must also 'be admitted that this objective results 

in a growing and an e stablishe.d church-conso1 ousne as. 

However, its weaknesses must also be discussed. 

The ultimata value of Christian work is not the creation 



o:r churchmembers and supporters. The church was strong in 

the middle ages, so strong in fact that major wars were 

fought over them. 

Christianity 99eks to create young pa ople who are keenly 

appreciative of the inspirational figures of the Bible:.;;a.nd of 

church history, but more~ J-oung people who are prepared to do 

and die for the building of the kingdom of God in all tba affaire 

of man. 

The Bible and Life, the ancient inspiration and the con

temporary challenge, needs to l:e subst:i. tuted for the church 

in the objectives of this group with its yout..l-:1. 1'he church 

must not be the end in itself, but only the eternal means to 

the end of social enrichment. 

F • A STUDY OF THE RS:IA TION o:r

MilMB~RS OF THE YOUTH ORGAN

IZATION TO :Mm:MBSRS OF THi 

CHURCH 

1. Percentages 

The unique chur~h-ca nteJtad ba.s'11s of the youth work in 

this church enables the church to retain nearly all of its 

youth organization members. 

The pastor .aatima.tas that 99% of those who attend the 

monthly luther League meetings are n:ambers of the church. 

This is, of co'Ulf'se, in part due to the fact that en

trance into the league necessitates confirmation. 



In the oth,er two churehe s we have so farsstud ied, 17% 

and 40% comprised the estimates made of the numbers of 

church young people reached by the youth program. In this 

church the percentage is 99%, for to bee:orra a member of the 

luther league one must become a member of the church. 

This fact suggests that perhaps all youth groups have 

much to learn from tba lutheran emphasis of chure·h-centeFed 

piety. For unless the church reaches its youth, it can do 

nothing for t.bam either in cultivating Biblical appreciation 

or social conscience. And this church-centered emphasis 

Eloes achieve the result of· reaching the church young people. 

~ must therefore suggest that as far as this emphasis 

goa s it ~ould not be improve a upon. It is our feeling, 

however, that the emphasis does not go far enough. The 

church as the end and all of living must be reenforcedand 

given content and direction by both Biblical appreciation and 

socially-reconstructive challanga. 

2. Turnerver 

Since the population of White Plains changes only a 

little from year to year, the turnover in membership in 

this lUther League is very small, and entirely due to natural 

causes. 
"" There is a sl~t loss wban the young people reach 

maturity. That is, in this church as in every church, though 

perhaps to a lass extent, upon attaining adulthood the individ· 



ual occasionally loses all interest in religion as it is 

re la te&ll to tha chure;h. 

From my study of this church I would say that 1 t is 

burdened with fewer inactive members than the average. 

Again, this fact of a low turnover and a very small 

loss po in ta clearly to tba value a resulting :e·rom a. churc:h-

centered program. 

All churches ean gain impetus and permanence from utiliz~ 

ing to some extent this emphasis, though this writer believes 

that a. churc:h-cen~red objeetiva can be just as effee:tiva 

while at tba sa.ma tim mora Biblically-mindad and mora 

socially reconstructive. 

G. A STUDY OF YOUTH BE s:roNs& 

l. To Tha Form of Organization 

Two oldell young people informd me they some times felt 

a naed for a' .. separate group for young people of' the 1r age. 

Others said that tbay thought ore group for youth was anough, 

since the older young people should bagin to accustom them

selves to adult church attendance. 

Assuming the objective held by this organization, "church

centered piety", every or~nization in tba church should add to 

rathar than det:rac t from the adult church. This luther !.a ague 
"' accomplisnes this purpose admirably, and in part due to the 

fact that there are no older youtlf gt>oups competing in interest 

with the adult church itself. 



2. To Literature Used 

One young woman said, "I like the lutheran Companion, 

bee:a.use it gives you all you need for a discussion without 

a lot of hunting." 

This suggests the fact tbat the main aa.vanta.ge in 

formal church literature for youth is a practical ona of 

t im.e saving. 

But there is too much time-saving and not enough keen• 

minded searching for materials of thought. .Vitality in 

thought cannot be f!1J. :i.ned from ready-made c onclusiona. Youth 

wishes to think for him sa lf, and demands the opportunity to 

do so~ To force formal literature upon him is to stultif·y 

his intellectual curiosity. 

As another youth said, "I want to find my own material. 

Church interpre ta. tiona of life are for people who don.' t think 

for thamse lve s." 

This vtriter offers no condemnation therefore for lack of 

a formal literature ana source material, but would suggest 

a greater usa of· the Bible itself, and a. greater use of 

community surveys, projects, inva st iga.tions, que stiona. ira s, 

polls, and quests. 

3· To Tba Program. ,Of la.ch Organization 

Several young people, obviously influenced by the a:x

tens1:va recraa.t1ona.l activity provided by other church youth 

programs, said, ttwa ought to ba.va mora parties ana dances." 
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But on fur'ther- questioning, each one of the sa young 

people said, "\tall, there is plenty to do to amuse ourselves 

without having to go to chur~h to do it. Some of us go 

regularly to the 'Y~ or the movies. And wa have our own 

parties. I guess it 1an~t the business of the church to 
~ 

run a night ~lub. Still, other churches have dances and 

parties, and I don't see any harm in it.•• 
~ 

It is possible that there is a need among young people 

for churoh-superviselil amusement. With all the opportunities 

offered tbam to amuse themselves by comm.eroial enteltJ?rises, 

there is not a V:ery wide ehoic:e after all, and in all commer

e:1a.l amusements t..llere is a low moral strain appealing or 

seeking to appeal to the lowar as wall as to the higher 

elements in society. 

In other wor-ds, commercial amusements are n~t on a very 

lofty plane. Tha chure:h may, if it is equipped to do so and 

its leadership bas the tins, sponsor a higher level of social 

fellowship than is to be found for the public at large. 

However, few young people will developaa keen apprecia

tion tor the Bible on the dance floor. And few will develope 

a strong and haroio social conscience while playing some silly 

game • 

While churches may wall help youth to find a higher type 

of needed relaxation, ita main task is to cultivate appreciation 

of the Bible, to evoke inspiration from the great personalities 

or the Bible and of Christian history, and to challenge youth 
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to C~tstian heroism in social rebuilding. 

~. To laader ship 

iach young parson approached stated clearly that he 

or she appreciated the sense or humor, the energy, and the 

broadmindedness of Rev. Lawson. 

"He makes going to churen mean some thing," sa 1d one. 

"He doasn~.t keep worrying us with telling us to be 
-

little saints," sa 1d another. "He makes chur<~th intare sting." 

Before I came here 1 I used to be long to a different t.ypa of 

young people's society. They W3re always talking about 
-

doing good in the world and reforming the world and stopping 

war and all that stuff. But hera we meat and think about 

our church and what it means. I have gotten so I really 

like to go to church." 

Rev. Lawson accepts tte obvious fact that the church in 

the mooarn world is a. kind of organization for \'ihich aspecia.l 

taste must be cultivated. He sets about the task of creating 

this taste for the church from t11e age of confirmation up

ward, and to a very fine extant he succeeds. 

His is the finest type of leadership posaible. 

If, however, a strongar Biblical emphasis and a. strong:'}r 

social action challenge ~ould be incprporataa, it is the view 

of this wr 1 tar tm t the quality of worlt achieved would be on 

a still higher level, church-cantered but socially-aware also. 
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5· To Motives 

I found that vary fa w of tm young pe opla with whom I 

convel!'sed knew that the motive behind their youth work was 

"church-eantal!"ed pia ty". 

8aid a young man, "we gr-ow to think a. lot of the churc:h1 

yes, but what does ~piety 1 mean?" 

Obviously the motive toward which the work with youth 

is pointed 1s a :f'act of which the pastor 1s mora conscious 

than are his young people. This 1s a good point, for not 

by public definition shall ends be achieved, but by real 

work toward the goal held by tm leader. 

Te tall the young people tbat the pastor sogght to make 

them pious would mean vary little to tham. It is his con• 

sistant work toward this church-cantered piety that is 

important. 

In other words, while the young people do not always 

know tha obje~tive 1 Rev. lawson bas a clear pictma:'e of what 

he is trying to create, and he works energetically toward its 

succa ssful achievement. 

,.Phe fact that fifty young people, members of' the church, 

are on hand at the monthly meeting sugga sts the 1r satisfac

tion with Rev. lawson_~ a clearly defined objec;tiva. 
-

The wri tar feels tha. t, splendid as this obJective is, 

it lacks the sacrifie:ial Christian heroism which Christianity 

always seeks to inculcate in its followers. Tha objective 

should be, "Bible and Life-centered piety" t..l:lrough the church, 
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rather than mere "church-centered piety". 

In other words ••church-centered pie ty•• carries with it 

the thought of integration into the pre sent church, whereas 

Christianity has always challenged men to remake themselves 

and their entire world after the Christian gospel of 

brotherhood. 

H. SUI[1'!ARY: A STUDY OF FA ILUR&S 

AN'D !BE:Dli:D CHAN<Ja:S 

1. In Organization 

\fd have seen the organization for youth in a d lstinc

tive type of church approach, the luther League, membership 

in which is confined to confirmed members of the church as a 

whole. 

"1'3 have observed that this organization covered all age

groups from 14 years up, with no attempt at sagregation of 

differing age groups, but rather an emphasis seeking the 

church-eantered interest of the older youth and t":1e growing 

ad ole scent. 

?Ia have also observed that this uniquely organized and 

uniquely all'ned organization can boast a 99% efficiency in 

relating youth to the adult church. 

It must be submitted that this percentage of eff'ie:iency 

is higher t:b.an can elsewhere be found, and since this is true, 

we must raeogniz.e that we can learn much from the motive and 

tae:hnique behind this success. 



The entire organization rests on tba fact tbat the child 

of 14 years is expected to go through tbe process of oo ing 

confirmed. While this pre santa the danger the. t the child may 

feel that J::la has graduated instead of merely having been 

introduced into the adult o,hurch, an admitted danger, it is 

also true that this gives the youth a firm connee:tion with 

tha church as a whole in his first formative years. 

Based upon this early confirmation, entrance into the 

Luther League becorra a tba next normal step, a.rrl his imagina

tion is incited and his inter~ sts he 1d while he is d~veloping 

an und,erstand ing of and appreciation for his church growing 

toward efficient adult membership. 

This realistic framework commends itself for its great 

'Values. All churcbas can learn this lesson of beginning early 

with a sincere and worthy and effie ient training of the young 

mind in things religious. ~ths garnered in this fashion 

remain with youth as long as be live a. 

The constant danger, howeva r, is to trust to this 

framework, and to permit religious and church interest to grow 

star ile and lifele sa. 

If this framework, on the other hand, is utilized to 

train youth in Biblical appreciation in a living manner, and to 

incite him to worthy proJ3cts in social reconstruction, tbsre 

will be no less of church-centered piety and a great gain in 

soc ia.l usefulna sa. 



2. In Literature 

Only one formal publication, as Vf:' have seen, is pro

vided the Luther league, a waakly publication known as the 

Lutheran Companion. It has also been evident that the young 

people make vary little use of this formal litarature,pre

fering to select their own from the abundant wealth of 

spland 1ii ava 1lable mater lal. 

Youth is not inter a stad in having r,3ad y-made conclusions 

handed to them. They wish to make their own conclusions om 

ma t;:, r ia 1 s they have sa le c ted on the bas 1 s of : the 1r own 

intellectual curiosity and vitality. 

Formal literature has only the value of being a. time

saver for busy young psople, and a short-cut to intelligent 

Christian conclusions. 

lfa l:'l.ave observed that short~ats have occasional value, 

but tbat in tbe main any short-cut is one way of stifling 

intellectual free experimentation so necessary in youth. 

Insuffic lent use is made of B 1bl leal ra sources, and 

insufficient use is made of community sources such as surveys 

and polls•' 

T'ne need for a graa tdr use of the B lble as a living book 

cannot be too strongly emphas izad. Nor can the need of a 

wide-awalta cultivation of opportunities for Christian service 

be too keanly realized. 
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3· In Program. 

The entire youth program of this church, as has been 

pra sen tad, cons 1st a in a monthly evan ing meeting within 

which devotional, educational, and recreational ae:tivity 

is planned and carried out. 

While this is the only formal youth program, youth 

is offerad extensive self-expressive opportunities in 

the church choirs, the conducting of the monthly meetings, 

and in the decoration of the sanctuary and the altar during 

the chureh calendar year. 

The devotional program doe a not atop with the f iftaen 

minute exercise at the beginning of the monthly meeting. For 

the church-centered aim of the youth work seeks and sucoe s in 

its seeking to relate youth to the Sunday church servic·e, where 
' 

additional devotional material is presentee. 

The great point of strength in all this is its affetlltive

na sa in integrating youth into the adult churcth. 

The great point of W3a.lr..nasa is the failure to incite 

stronger Biblical appreciations am stronger ·-:social aspirations. 

4!. In laadership 

Rev. ~vald B. Lawson, pastor of the church and its only 

youth supervisor, excels in affirmative personality, in 

the efficiency of a simple but well-directed organization, 

e,nd in the originality of a straightf'orward church-centered 

motive and program. 



The strong point in his leadership is his clear picture 

of what he wishe a to a tta.in, and too energy with which he 

works toward the achievement of his clear goal. 

'.lhe weak point in his leadership is the complete ind if'fer

anca which seams to be his in his outlook upon the social 

problems of our day, thus m~king it impossible for him to 

guide youth into a strong social conscience. 

With the anergy that is his, and the ability natural 

to him, he could aenieve modern miracles in the cOill.IBunity 

with an enlivened interest in training heroic Christian 

soc ia 1 leader a. 

5• In Motive 

~ have observed the distinctive uniqueness of the 

one conscious motive of Rev. lawson's work with his young 

people, the develo:pment of "church-centered piety". 

His la.e:k or interest in :Providing a. recreational program 

suffie:ient to comp~,te successfully with comme:rc;ial amusements 

has also been obsarvelil, and evaluated as refreshingly d if·ferent 

from the emphasis in other youth leaders. 

No ast1ma.te was possible tn the other church youth programs 

of the effectiveness of tl::a realization of the ends sought. In 

the case of this church, ho~ver, it is obvious that Rev. 

Lawson has not only set a goal for himself, but to a. vary 

large a2ttent he has achieved that goal, for 99% of his young 

people become permanent members of' tha a.dultchurch. 
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This motive of chur~-centered piety has tba virtue of 

being a tangible motive. The results speak for themselves. 

The strength and value of this mot iva is that it per

mits and aims at the constant building up of a permanent 

adult church, a churc;h composed of people who um1erstand 

and appreciate the meaning and forms of their church 

worship. 

The weakness of this motive is its negJ.ee,t o:r Biblical 

resources and appreciations, and ita neglect of programs of 

Cl'l:!!'istian social reconstruction. Biblical inspiratibns and 

socially-reconstructive aspirations must play the leading 

roles in the content of church-centered piety, if that motive 

is to help create citizens of the kingdom of God on earth 

as well as integr-ated churobmembars. 
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wa coma now to still anothar distinctive empha.s·is in 

work with youth. Tha Nepperhan Avenue Baptist Church iB 
' situatelft in the haa.rt of Yonkers, New York, a chure:h of· 

approximately 450 members which :plac~s all its emphasis 

upon personal and mass evanga lism•' 

A. A LIST OF YOUTH APPROACH"a:S 

l. Organizations 

The youth work of this church is comprised in the 

Baptist Young !eople 1 s Society, a group of 75 admrents 
# 

and an average attendance of 50, which meets each Friday 

evening in the church sanctuary for a. service or personal 

testimonies and evan&elistic sermons. 

2.· Youth Work Outside Organizations 

A missionary society for adolescent girls, known as 

tba world Wide Guild, with an average attendance of 25, and 



a s ila.r youngar boy's club, are additional ;·youth approaches, 
-

though their aetivitie s represent work with youth for the 

most part under the regular middle ad ole scent aga. 

The greater part of tha youth work is carried on through 

the organization known as the B. Y. P. u. for young people 

from the age of 16 years up. 

B. A LIST OF AOTIVITid:S AND OBJJ.:CTIV~S 

IN mACH YOUTH ORGANIZATION 

l. Devot 1onal 

The devotional or spiri tua.l empha.s is is the one em-

phasis placed in the B. Y. P. u. mach Friday evening the 

members of this group gather for the singing of hymasj', 

a period of prayer in which the yoU.ng people themselves 

participate, the reading of scripture, the rendering or 

personal testimonies, an evange listie sermon or educational 

adoress with a devotional emphasis, and an altar service 

in which new young people find their personal salvation. 

Outside of this Friday service, there is participation 

by these same young people in the weakly prayer service or 

t..'l1.e entire church and in tba regular Sunday services, as wall 

as in occasional street services conducted during the summer 

and in the d istr ibut ion of go spa 1 tracts. 

Making no apologias for a completely devotional or 

evangelistic program, this group proceeds to lead young men 

and women to a personal ace:eptance of Jesus Ohl!'ist as savior 
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and Lord, with no other purpose in mind than their allegiance 

to the kingdom of God on earth and eventual salvation 1n 

heaven. 

There is, of course, one great \'18akneas in the program. 

The anergie a of youth are ant ire ly directed toward personal 

and mass evangeD:.iam, and led completely to ignore tba building 

of a Christian society on any other basis than individual 

soul salvation. 

T"na group offers only one cure for all social problema, 

individual soul salvation. They recognize that finally only 

a remnant will be saved, and tmrefora admitthe failure of 

their cure in respect to the remaking of the social ?rdcer. 

'rha recognition o"f and emphasis upon the ult1ma.te 

character of the individual is splendid, but tha complete 

direction of the 1r young people' a in tare ata away from 

social problema and toward a purely personal communion with 

God is felt by this wri tar to be the outsta.nd ing waa.kne sa of 

the 1r youth program. 

Ho-wever, in this period of vast recreational and social 

fellowship programs in youth work, it is refreshing tofind 

one group who are doing s<3rious work, for which t..'rley make no 

apology, and through which they are inspiring youth to 

missionary, if not aocially-reconstruetive, zeal. 

Other youth organizations emphasize the educational and 

the social. This group squarely stands for tha devotional 

above avery other consideration. 
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2. Recreational 

There is no recreational program for this youth group 

of any kind, except one annual dinner which is conducted not 

for the raising of fund a but purely for fellowship. 

The absence of any planned recreationalllfa of any kind 

is a startling fact, when you consider the extensive 

recreational programs other youth organizations feel it 

necessary to develope. 

The fact is particularly startling when?it is remembered 

that 75 young people meet on Friday evenings(m' each waek 

for this purely devotional cultivation, drawn by other 

appeals than iancing and games. 

The group is pr ima.rily serious, and the young people 

r~spond to it wholeheartedly, without the unnatural stimu

lation of extensive recreational life., 

The writer feels that a great lesson is to be learned 

here. If a program suffic~iently intense is carried for

ward, youth will respond without any attempt to compete 

with commercial amusement faa ture s. 

While the writer approves the intensity of this group's 

program for youth, making recreational programs unnecessary, 

he would desire a socially-reconstructive d iraction to be 

added to the purely personal devotional content emphasized 

at the pre sent t imf:7 • 
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3· Self'-!:xpre saive 

While the entire program of this youth group is devo

tional, apiri tual, and evang=~liatic, tha opportunitiss~for 

self-expressive activity are many. 

Firat of all the Friday evening meetings are excluatvaly 

conO.uctad by tha young people, though an occasional speaker 

is brought in from outside. Not only are these weakly ser

vices conducted by the young people, but the prayer period 

and testimony period each waek is devoted exclusively to 

prayers and testimonies offered voluntarily by the young 

people. 

One SUnday each month, in the afternoon, members of 

this group conduct a service of songs a.t the Yonkers 

General Hospital, offering additional self-expressive 

opportunity for the young people, for they conduct all 

phases of this community service themselves. 

During the summer season, the regular Friday evening 

meetings are conducted on the main city square in the city 

of Yonkers, an open-air service. Before all tha passersby, 

the scornful and the indifferent, these young people give 

their personal te stimon ie s, offer prayers, and a istr ibute 

gospel tracts. 

Whatever the failures of this group in developing 

a social conscience eventuating in heroic Christian social 

action, they cannot be accused of not offering young people 

opportunities for sa lf-aJtpre ssion. 



C. A STUDY OF YOUTH I&ADl!:RS 

1. Personality 

The pastor of 'the church, R9v. Hakes, is the only adult 

leader and advisor to this group. 

He is a man in his early forties, conscientious, friendly, 

willing to listen to suggestions, and wholeheartedly given 

to personal and mass evange listie enterprise e• 

His leadership is both affirmative and efte~tive. He 

does not hold his young people back, but rather succeeds in 

releasing their energies. 

2. El:ff1c1ency 

Rev. Hakes has little interest in complex efficiency 

as observed in meticulous charts and f'igure s of non-evange

listic youth groups. 

His affie:1ency is of the dynamic ra.thartban of the static 

variety. He does not lead his young- peopl3 with tha multi

plication tabla or the 7a._rdstick, but with dyanamie and 

vividly clear and unashamed Christian objective. 

He makes wide usa of eva.nge listie leadership ou tsida his 

own church. Tna t is-, he secures eva.nge listie speakers from 

many sources, so that his young peop~a have variety in their 

approaches to evangelism. 

He is aff1e-iany also in tba sensa of arousing in the 

young people the desire and ability to lead themselves.' 



3· Originality 

Within the framework of the purely evangelistic objec

tive, Rev. Hakes has considerable or inality. This is man

ifest in the Quarterly Young People's Rally, to which simi-
-

la.rly-minded groups from churchs a many miles distant tl:irough-

out the county come with large delegations. 

This Quart.erly Rally is a la.r£:9! eva.nga listie service 

conducted in the church sanotuary,featurtn~ both unusually 

appealing musical numbers and uniquely compelling spaal'cers. 

For example, at one of' the sa Rallies Rev. Halts s pre

sentad a converted Indian Chief who praach.edthe evangelistic 

sermon in full Ll'ldian attire. At another similar Rally, a 

ral igioua cartoonist ~raw pictures while preaching the 

evangelistic sermon. 

lhile the basic motive of all of the work with youth 

is evan{9!listic and therefore not original, there is a 

dsc tiied trend toward the unique and the unusual within this 

fra.mat~~C!¥1:'k ot objective. 

The one W9akness in :tev. Ha.kas' leadership, whichba 

might not consid9r a waakne ss, is tba total absence of any 

intere at or any a ttampt to arouse intsre st in soc ia.lly

raeonstructive study or action. 

Rev. Hakes would leave the world wsll enough alone, 

while hi~ young people are finding a. personal Christian 

conversion, and sending out missionaries to convert the 

heathen. 



D. A STUDY OF LI'lERATOm AND 

SOURCl'3 MA T'&R IA L 

This youth group uses no denominational literature 

of any kind, partly because it places all ita emphasis on 

the Bible itself, and partly bc;causa it feels that the 
) 

denominational literature does nottlend itself to 

evangelistic enterprise. 

This emphasis upon the Bible as the source of inspira

tion and power is splendid, though tha writer feels that 

the Bible is handled with too rigid an interpretation 

admitting of no disagreement. 

Youth shO'Jld have the opportunity to do some free 

experimenting with ideas. Interpretations of the Bible 

already made should not always be given them. 

The weakness in this group is upon too rigid an 

interpretation of the Bible, though it is better to have 

too rigid an intarprata.tion than it is to have nona atall, 

as is the case in many of our modarn churc.he s. 

One other waakness as to source material might be 

c i tad. No use at all is made of the current secular 

literature on social affairs and problems. Nor any 

use of social study surveys, quastionairas, polls, and 

qua sts. 

~. A STUDY OF MOTIV!iS 

There is but one motive held in the work with youth 
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of this chure:h. The sa.lva tion of souls. To this single 

and personal and all the work of the church is con sa

e:ra. tad. 

Two observations must. ba made at this point. 

Firat, the salvation of the individual soul is in 

itself a spland id aim. However, if the salvation of the 

ind ividua.l soul is d ira ctad toward purely par sona.l and s, it 

may prove to contain great social harm. 

S9cond, while the relationship between tm ind ividua.l 

soul and God is all-important, the writer believes this 

relationship should ba a natural companionship in achieving 

a Christian social order, rather than a. mere personal fellow

ship on the static level of pure worship. 

The world needs the dynamic of heroic Christian leader

ship as wall as the inspirations of purely personal worship. 

F • A STtlDY OF THm B&IA TION 0~ 

1. Percentages 

MJMBB:RS OF YOUTH ORGAN!• 

Z.l\ T ION TO UMBERS OF THS 

lOCAL CHURCH 

Out of' the 450 members of this church, there are tween 

50 and 75 young P'aople connected with the youth organization. 

The percentage of young people who become ma rs of the 

a,dult churc:h is high, estimated at 90%. However, there is approx

imately another 75 young people related in soma way to the church, 

yet not connected with tha youth organization. Thus the 
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percentage of effectiveness of this youth 

50%. 

oach is 

This compare•m very favorably with 17% found in the 

largest church of our a tud.y, and the 90% o :r young people 

becoming adult churchme rs compares very favorably with 

the 99% found in the Trinity Lutheran Church. 

2. T-urnover 

The change in membership in this youth group from 

year to year, 3X:cept through growth and the attainrrant of 

ms.turity with its more active participation in the ult 

church, is very small. 

15% would be a. high estimate of the annual turnover, 

and for each youth lost another is gained. 

Few losses are ragistaraa for other than natural causes, 

such as moving away and Sunday or other employment competing 

with the youth scbaaule. 

These figures sugga st the effectivene sa of this youth 

approach. wr~tever its failures in inculcating a social 

conscience in the young, its work toward t.ha salvation of 

individual souls must be admitted to be both efficiently and 

successfully carried forwa.ra. 

G, A STUDY OF YOUTH rusPO~JSi 

l. To Tha Form of Organization 

I found not only discontent with other youth programs 
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which stress racraational and social activity rather than 

religious fervor, but g9nuine pleasure at the evan89listic 

zeal of this youth program. 

One young woman, an of'fic1a.l in this group, said, *'Ia 

believe that if other churches would stress recl:'aation lass 

and preach Christ crucified mora, they would make a stron93r 

appeal to young people today and do much mora paru1.anant gooo. 

Our group bas a lot of fun, but it is all connected with 

a raal work of bringing young people to acc·ept Christ aa 

their personal Sav1or. 11 

Another young woman, standing near the first, said, 

"Our main interest is not pleasure, but Christ." 

These young people h.aQ no suggestions to offer of any 

kind for changes in tha form of organization within which 

their activity for soul-saving is projected. 

One said , "119 fee 1 that tha form of organ iza t ion d oa an 1 t 

matter so much. It~s what the motives are that counts." 
-

It must be mi tted that a. youth program which in ire a 

young people to hold Chri at aura in their in tare sts 

is an effective program in the finest sensa. 

2. To 

Two youth ra aponsa s as to l ra.tura and source material 

were ev nt in my conversations with representative groups 

in this church. 



Tr...a two responses were in reality but two a as of 

one re spon sa. The young people were strongly a ppre c 1a t 1 va 

of tb.e use a of the Bible as the one literature in the 1r 

organization. And similarly, they were strongly opposed to 

any usa of soc :tal aurve ys, polls, and inve at iga. tiona. 

At this point the wri tar finds it necessary to make two 

observa tiona. 

First, the usa of the Bible as the literature basic 

in this youth group cannot be too strongly commended. If 

the Bible has ever been of any value, its value should be 

apparent today. Other church youth programs can learn 

from this group~,s use of the Bible. 
-

Second, tJ1e total absence of any interest in soc tal 

problems, in labor questions, in marijuana smoking in the 

Yon~rs High School, and other similar social questions, 

suggests both that no socially-reconstructive content has 

been taught these young people, and the. t their one in tare at 

in the future will have no d 1re~t bearing on life 1 s greatest 
-

Problems. These young people will always be 1ntereste!l in 

saving souls, but never in the basic relief o:r human auttering 

in the community about them. 

There is an heroic content in the result of this group~ s 

youth activity. The young are incited to great deeds of 

evan89list1c and missionary achievement. This is splendid. 

But it would have still greater value if heroism in social 

rebuilding could also race iva a part of their emphasis. 
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3· To The Program Of ~ach Organization 

nAt first," said a young man, active in this youth organ

ization, "I d 1dn,1 t like to go down on Yonkers! central square 

on Friday evenings and give my testimony be fora passing crowd S•' 

Sometimes kids would pass on the street that I used to play 

with, and they knew I hadn 1 t been a saint. That was hani to 
~ 

do. But Chr 1st and the disciples d 1d the same thing, and so 

I figured I could do it. I really enjoy doing it now, and 

it helps me when I am tempted to remember the testimony I 

have made and must live up to.tt 

In this one response is contained the reaction of tba 

young people both to the devotional and the self-axpre as iva 

pro gram of tba group. 

A great challenge to high Ohr'istian aJJperience and high 

C~istian action is to be found in the evangelistic approach.1 

While it is a challenging standard that is set before them, 

it is the kind of c.ballenge which, aceepted, gives them great 

joy in a.ch iavamen t. 

Tha program of this group must be strongly commended for 

its incitement of youth interest and response. 

The one waakne ss in the program is the absence of any 

growing awareness or self-expressive activity on the part of 

the young people toward the removal of social abuses. 

The program is personally dynamic, but socially static. 

Christianity has always been both personally and socially 

dynamic. 
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4. To Leadership 

Three young people informed me t'ha t their pastor was 

th9 finest pastor the church had ever had, and that young 

people.~. s work under his leadership had taken a ne'" lease 
-

on life. 

"Be fora ba came here , " said one , "the c burch was almost 

on its last legs, particularly in any young people 1 s programs. 

Now our young people are finding themselves in a real Christian 

experience and taking an active part in the development of the 

church." 

One young man said, "Rev. Hakes is the finest kind of a 

leader, but I sometimes wish he would train mora o~ the young 

people to be better leaders themselves. A few of too young 

people are active leaders, but they do all the leading. More 

of us should be trainelft to lead. n 

The young people obviousl~ feel that their pastor is a 

dynamic leader, inspiring them to great personal Christian 

achievement. The only suggestions or ~riticisma they have 

to offer have to do with the training of mora young people to 

taka leadership responsibilities. 

The problem of· the sa young people is not one of dynamic 

energy in their leadership, but of a wider application of 

Christian truth in his emphasis. 

These young people are becoming Christ-conscious~ They 

are permit'tad to become adults, however, without social 

science. 



5. To Motives 

I did not find one young parson actively connected with 

this organization who felt that there should be a stronger 

re crea tiona 1 program. 

"we don't have time for foolishness. We keep busy doing 

real things. n 

The peculiar reason for the ax istence of the church is, 

after all, the creation and conservation of Christ-centered 

citizens of 1lhe world, who are urgently anxious to give of 

themselves for Christian parsonal and social rebuilding. 

liThe salvation of souls" is the end sought, the end 
-

toward which all features of the youth program are directed. 

The end is achieved with a very :ijigh degree of efficiency, 

for 90% of the youth organization members become adult members 

of thiaavangelistic chu~h. 

If to the tt salvation of souls" as the objective of 

youth activity could be added the "Christian building of 

a social orier", no seriousne as would be lost, much natural 

as opposed to unnatural excitementand interest would be 

aroused, and the net result \voulil be both parsonal character 

of a fine typa and social :reconstruction. 

Tba motive is, therefore, splendid, but from the stand

point of world needs, incomplete. 

Christian character must not be allov~d to exist in a 

vacuum. It must mate an abiding impression on its age. 



H. StHN.ARY: A STUDY OF FA ILUR~S 

AND N~~a:D CHANG&$ 

l. In Organization 

we have seen that tha youth program of this church 

for middle and later ad ole scents consists in one strong 

evangelistic organization meeting one night a week for 

an evangelistic service, to which betW3en 50 and 75 young 

people out of a possible 100 or 150 belong. 

The :framework of the organization is simple rather than 

complex. The empha.s is is Christian personal and mass evange

lism rather than complexity of or~nization. 

One Sunday afternoon a month the group sings at a local 

hospital. During the summer the organization conducts its 

regular Friday evening evangelistic services on Yonker~ s 
-

main city square. Once every tbree months the Friday evening 

meeting is g4,ven for a County-Wide Young People 1 s Rally, in 

which a concerted attempt is made to lead young people to 

Christ. 
' The simplicity and effectiveness of the organization 

is to be strongly commended. Its lack of any interest 

of any kind in the correct ion of soc:ial evils is to be 

questioned. 

2. In Literature 

'fa have observed that this youth gl?oup uses no literature 

except the Bible. 
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Again, we must cornmand this group. Direct approach to 

the Bible as a vital source of power, inspiration, and heroic 

challenge, so greatly forsalcen by many modern youth groups, 

must be evercywhere reinstated. If th3ra is such a thing 

as power, inspiration, and chall3nga, its bast source is 

the book which describes its moments or grea ta st historic 

intensity. 

Yet, it must always be called to mind that the Bible 

is a book of history, of the great heroisms of the past. It 

must not be permitted to blind our eyes to the heroic work 

of the pre sent. 

Heroic work in the pre sent demands an understanding of 

social problems and a trained social science eventuating in 

an awakened urge for·haroic Christian social action. 

Such source material as local quastionaires, surveys, 

polls, .. and interviews with k.ey figures, of such tremendous 

V9.lue where used, is in this youth program to tally ignored. 

The result is young people on fire with Christianzeal, 

and with no use made of this Christian zeal in social re

generation. For if avery last person on earth ware to be 

personally converted, the arrangements by which we l iva with 

one another, eeonomic, raQial, national, would still have to 

be raoonstructad." 

3. In Program Of ~ach Organization 

'13 have sean that the program(~f this youth organization 



is, while self-expressive, entirely based on devotional lira. 

No Fecraational program is planned or desired. 

T,he entire weakly maeting of the group is devotional. 

The Quarterly Rally is anti:re ly devotional. The aonthly 

sing at a local hospital is devotional. The \~Wilmer street 

services are entirely devotional. 

No part of the youth program is desit!"Ped to achieve any 

other and than the salvation of the individual souls. 

The writer offers one comment. The intensity and aar-

1ouanass of' this purely devotional program is splendid. 

Ya t tba total absence of any part of the program des ignad to 

interest and train young people in correcting of social avila 

is a prima defect. Christianity has always challenged 

both individuals and the arrangements by which they live 

together. This group!s program aims only at the recon-
-

stfuction of the individual. 

4. In Leadership 

The personality, efficiency, and originality of Rev. 

Hakes, the leader of the youth work in this church, has bean 

obvious in tba many un1 features of his evangelistic 

program and in the 'high perciantage cof his young people who 

become active supporters of the a,dult church. 

T,he absence of any social ccnae·iance, however, in the 

minds of" the young people moat certainly reflects a complete 

absence of this quality in the leader. As it is, he is doing 
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a tremendously fine piece of work in awaking youth to 

Christ and the t:ltapirations of Biblic~ll resouro:e. 

If to this f1m emphasis could be addadthe social 

conscience, the program would be complste. 

5· In Motive 

Ia have seen that the entire procedure of this youth 

organization is based upon the single motive of "the sal-: 

vation of souls". 

re is no other motive consciously held a itmr by 

the you people or the leader than this oneof achiav4ng 

indiw111tual acceptance of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lorlii. 

'fhe writer feels that the ultimate value of this 

motive and the programs carried forward toward its achieve

ment is of a "seue nature. That is, men in neod of' sal

vation are the result of social abuses. While all menneed 

personal commitment to Christ, and personal Justification 

from their own sinful hearts, this commitment and this 

justificatton should come to them naturally as, inspired 

by Christ, they are led to give themselves to their age.' 

The clarity with which this motive is held is fine. 

The absence of any desire to give Christ to social re

construe:tion today as well as to personal salvation must 

a~ in be questioned. 



CHAP.rE:R SIX 

C'ONOLUSION 



CF..APTER SIX 

CONCLUSIOU 

We have traced the trends of contemporary thought 

among youth leaders through both conservatively personal 

and social schools of emphasis. We have studied actual 

local churches in relation to their aims in youth work 

and their realistic achievements. We now come to evalu

ate, as best we may, the conclusions which have emerged 

from our study of texts and our investigation of local 

churches. 

A. POINTS OF VJEAKNESS 

In the personal definitions of objective with youth 

we observed certain marked trends. Out of five sources 

which emphasized the personal conception of objective 

three made no specific mention of the social implicatie:ns 

contained in personal ccimmitment to Christ, one suggested 

that social awareness and responsibility was a culminating 

outgrowth of personal commitment but s.econdary to the 

basic necessity of personal commitment, and only one gave 
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:full recognition of the importance of the sociall:>r-inte

grative elements in youth training. Only one source out 

of five stressed the social as of equal significance with 

the persona 1 conceptions of aim. Even this one source • 

however, though stressing the social, gave the firs~ and 

basic emphasis to the personal commitment to Christ. 

Three sources ignored the social implications of personal 

religious experience altogether. One made brief reference 

to the social as the development from the personal. Only 

one gave genuine stress to the social, including _in the 

statement of specific aims ten social aims to five personal 

objectives. 

This ratio of personal emphasis ignoring the social 

to personal emphasis giving place to the social is stronglY 

suggestive of a weakness in the general trend of personal 

conceptions of aim. An insufficient recognition of the 

social outcome of personal religious experience is strongly 

indicated. 

rn the social definitions of objective in work with 

youth we observed a variety of trends. Among twenty 

sources studied we found seven major divisions of e~ 

phasis. The dominant emphasis among these seven divisions 

was t,he definition of the aim of work with youth as sac

rificial service in the love of Christ and likeness to 
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Him in social service. Completely socialized service_, 

omiting reference to and emphasis upon religious exper

ience, as an end in work with youth, and service as 

social altruism, were closely allied though given less 

dominant emphasis. Another social definition of obje~

tive in work with youth was the gradual development of 

Christian character. Still another of the seven major 

divisions of emphasis in social conceptions of aim de

fined the end sought as conduct guidee by inner control. 

Other divisions of emphasis stressed harmonious social 
' 

integration, the development of character within . 

realistic life situations, the cultivation of reverent 

wonder and worship, and the stimulation of youth to 

think seriously about vital contemporary ideas and 

principles. 

The fact that out of twenty sources nine emphasized 

social service is significant, yet it must be pointed 

out that eleven sources gave no emphasis upon social 

responsibility as an end in tbe training of youth. 

Many helpful and clarifying definitions of objective 

from the social point of view were given, yet only nine 

out of twenty sources stressed the development in youth 

of a social conscience. 
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Similarly, out of twenty sources studied only five 

were found which emphasized the relationship between 

~ervice and Christ. Only five out of the twenty sources 

stressed the inspirational value of Christ. An insuffic

ient emphasis upon Christ as historic Christianity's major 

spiritual resource is strongly indicated. 

Likewise, in the seven major divisions of social 

definition of objective only one included recognition of 

heroic social reconstruction as an authentic element in 

social s,ervice. Interestingly enough, the one major 

division of social emphasis which gave recognition of 

heroic reconstruction as an end in youth training was 

the same division which stressed the importance of Christ. 

Six divisions of social emphasis made no stress upon 

either the importance of Christ or the value of social 

reconstruction. 

From ten sources defining principles of technique 

from the personal point of view, nine technique principles 

were observed. These included child freedom, the uniting 

of education with evangelism, the presentation of the 

living Christ, the stimulating rather than the benumbing 

approach to youth, the presentation of religion in terms 

of your~ life, the whole-life as subject matter approach, 

the cultivation of communion with a supreme spiritual 

power, the necessity of regarding the teacher as a part 
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of his or her own technique, and the principle of re

garding a change of heart as a growth requiring training 

both before and after the moment of decision. Tt~oughout 

these spl.endid definitions of technique principles no 

emphasis upon awareness of the challenges to be found 

in social evils was observ~d, suggesting an insufficient 

recognition of social need. 

From seventeen sources defining principles of tech

nique from the social point of view, seven major tech

nique principles were observed, including the necessity of 

developing a serious approach to serious subjects, a 

whole-life subject matter approach, authentic spiritual 

leadership, increased efficiency and increased scientific 
' 

squaring of teaching content with the realities of life, 

the approach to youth's training not with theology but: 

with the individual, the creation and development of special 
~ ' j 

techniques for reaching and influ~ncina delinquent youth, 

and the recognition of the permanent values of the project 

method of youth training. 

Only one of these seven principles of teclmique 

gives emphasis upon the importance of authentic s~iri~ual 

leadershiP as related to Chris"'. An insufficient emphasis 

upon Chri~t as the authentic spiritual resource is 

indicated. 
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Throughout our investigation of local church youth 

Objectives and programs, two major weaknesses were 

apparent, weaknesses similar in their natura to tho sa 

found in the contemporary definitions of objeetives among 

youth leader s.i 

In the youth work at the Memorial M. &. Church, 

these two weaknesses were particularly apparent. While 

a comple~ program of recreational, educational, cultural, 

and physical activities was planned and carried out, too 

little emphasis was made upon the great inspirations and 

stimulations to be found in the Bible, and too little em

phasis ma placed upon a study of and a raa.l1stica):ly-recen

etruct1ve eat of activities toward the improvement of the 

social seene. 

'lhe ee same major and basic faults were found in our 

investigation of the youth worlt of ,2tm Ridgeview Congrega

tional Church." While more emphasis was here given to service 

pro jecte, the sa projects were all de a igned to strengthen the 

local church rather than to serve the community or the world. 

The inspirations of the Bible were given too little place in. 

the program, and the challenge a tooo found in a study of the 

immediate social scene were almost wholly neglectei. 

While a gFaater emphasis was placeld. upon the Bible in 

the Trinity Lutheran Chur~, these same two weaknesses were 

again apparent. Too little exploitation of Biblical resources 

and absolutely no interest in the transformation of the social 
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environment were clearly indicated. 

In the youth work of the Nepperha.n Avenue Baptist 

Church we found that the Bible came into it:town in that 

it was the sole literature utilized, though even here the 

Bible was not permtttea to speak for itself, but race ivad: 

a rigiflly unyielding interpretation peculiarto this sect. 

And in th1 s chure;h1 as in the Trinity lutheran Church, no 

interest of any kind was observable in heroic Christian 

act ion toward soe,ial reconstruction. 

This coniition throughout actual local churches 

suggests a d iff'erent way of stat 1ng the. two weakne sse S• 

Too great a place in the programs of' young people 1~:r given 

to recreation, fell.owship for its own sake; and cultural 

development, and far too little to the serious uontent of 

the Bible and modern social need. 

Tha highest percentages o:t' young people eventually 

finding their way into active participation in the adult 

church were found in the Trinity lutheran Church and in the 

Napperhan Avenue Baptist Church, both of whie-h, significantly 

enough, omit extensive ree:reational programs and specialize 

on serious objectives -- the first on church-centerai piety 

and the second on personal ae:cepta.nce of Christ as savior and 

Lord. 

To summ.a.r iza in one sentence the main points of weak

ness discovered, the modern church in its approach to youth 

spends far too much time in enjoyable but inta llee:tually-
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deadening recreational activity and too little time on any 

serious consideration, does not make sufficient use of the. 

one great resource of power, inspiration, and challenge of 

historic Christianity, the Bible, and, finally, does not 

seek the heroic: reconstruc~tion of the social environment. 

B. POUlTS OF STRINGTH 

Throughout our investigation of the local churches in 

their work with youth, we have found four major elements-of 

strength -• elements which are enrie:hing the spiritual life 

of "the young :people for whom they are provided, elements 

which any youth leader can incorporate into his ovm youth 

program. 

In the Memorial M. s. Church a strong eultural program 

is being carried on with effective results both in youth 

interest and cultural appreciation. Speakers on cultural 

subjects, ani a Drama Reading Club, are together contributing 

a tine quality of' social cul tura.l awareness to the sa young 

people. 

In The Ridgeview Congregational Church there is observable 

a strong service program which unites recreation and self

expression in helpful projects for the enrichment of the 

local church. The young people learn to serve the 1r church• 

ani in this fashion learn the rudimentary principles of 

the spirit of sarv ice itself • 

.A uniquely strong element whioll all ohurche s can benafi t 
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by utilising was found in the Distinctive church-centered 

program of the Tlrinity lutheran Church. Every program in 

the church is judged by whether or not it definitely con

tributes to the development of a church-centered piety. 

The child at the age of 14 is ushered through a thorough 

course of instruction into a church appreciation and church 

membership. From that hour forward, the youth gr-oup carries 

him on to a constantly increased church-consciousness. 

The effectiveness of this type of emphasis is to be seen 

in the fae;t that 99% of the youth organization members become 

participants in tba adult church. In spite of its !iiangers, 

this emphasis with youth constitutes a pointof great strength. 

Tha f'ourth point of strength was found in the intensity 

of personal experience aroused by the Nepperl':lan Avenue Baptist 

Church in ita wholehaartad att,empt to lead the youth to emo-

tional personal commitment to Christ. Without recreational 

program of any kind, this church holds ita young. The in

tensity of personal emotional experience Cleveloped here is 

something to be sought after in other youth organizations. 

It is the )'tt"iter 1 s view tba.t this intensity may be gained 
-

as well by socia.lly-ree:onstruc:tive projects as by purely per-

sonal Christian commitment, but the intensity is a point of 

strength 1n dealing with youth.' 

Here are four tangible techniques for improving any youth 

program. !!:ach must be used with caution, but with anergy. 
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C5, OONCWSION 

A careful analysis of both too .Qonttrmporary thought 

about youth work and the goals and achievements of actual 

lo<:la.l churches reveals six major areas of cultivation and 

youth interest. 

These six elements of a complete youth program may be 

divided into three classifications, too supremely important, 

the less important though valuable, and the unimportant. 

It is the belief of tr.a writer that the average youth 

program in tha local church suffers from a. failure to place 

first things first. secondary considerations, or considerations 

of no value at all, often talm up all of the time both of 

the young people and their leaders, completely replacing or 

displacing the supremely important essentials. 

A part of th9 solution of temporary church fttilure with 

youth will unquestionably be found in a conscious redefinition 

and rearrangement of ends sought into primary and secondary 

classifications. 

The six major areas of youth interest discernible are: 

(1) Tha Bible, (2) Socially-Regenerative Action, (3) Church

cantered Piety, (4) service Projects Contributing to the Loeal 

Church, (5) Cultural Cultivation, and (6) Recreation. 

Of the sa six areas of interest, the first three a.ra to 

be classified as Primary and of supreme importance,_ To place 

them 1n a secondaury position is to neglee;t all the uniquely 

Christian aspects of youth cultivation, They must remain 1n 
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first place. 

Of the four local church youth programs studied, the 

wri tar did not find one which made usa of all. three of the sa 

Plrimary elements essential in youth cultivation. ~ach church 

tended to emphasize one of the sa three elements to the 

slighting of the other two. 

In otheJr- words, the mod,~rn church achieves a very low 

pare;entage ot' effieiency in filling its ~istian P'laca of 

youth leadership, and here is to be found the basic reason 

both for the failure of the churca:h to reach youth and its 

failure to build youthfs cl:l.aracter toward effective Christian 
-

heroism. Tha elements of Primary importance are given 

Secondary emphasis or no emphasis at all. 

or these three Primary areas of cultivation and int.arest, 

one has to do with form and the other two with content. The 

goal of church-centered piety is a general goal, suggesting 

the form which the approach to youth must take. This goal 

in 'itself' can contribute nothing to effee;ttva youth leader

ship. It merely emphasizes the basic maoium through whic·h 

the content of effective youth cultivation toward heroic 

ends may be offered. The content which gives this church

cantered goal meaning and value is to be found in the re

maining two Primary elements in youth training, the Bible, 

and Socially-Regenerative Action. 

Where there is no vision the people parish. And where 

there is no inspiration, youth is lost. To neglect the living 



Bible and its presentation in a living way is to expect a 

tree to grow where no seed has bean planted. 

Small bushes, evan beautifUl bushes, may grow on the 

top of the ground with no depth of rooting. Great trees 

can only grow as tree-roots penetrate deeply into the rich 

soil below the surface. 

The presentation of tba Bible as a living document is 

as essential to the develo:pment of great Christiana, as deep 

soil is essential to the growth of great trees. 

Youth accepts inspiration a.nywbere, from any sourc·e. 

But only:·that inspiration which comes from sources which 

youth believes to be authentic will youth a.cM.:ept as authen

tic inspiration.' The Bible is the authentic inspiration of 

all Christianity. 

'l'he small place given the Bible in all modern church 

youth programs gives an obvious clue to church youth failure. 

Again, the Bible may be presented in such a fashion that 

youth is not aware of its inspiration, but only of its tire

some historical data 11. Dead history will never inspire youth, 

but only the living heroism of historic:: figures. 

Again, the Bible may ba presented in such a ·manner that 

its inspiration is hidden beneath soma prejudieeli tbaologioal 

pattern of interpretation. This is to ffi:eny the Bible the right 

to speak for itself. Christian haroes do not develope on the 

inspirations of rigid theology. 

The Bible itself, a li~ing book of living people, without 
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~ig!Q and prejudiced theological interpretation, must ever 

be utiliaea as the one authentie: source of great inspira

tion. 

But inspiration without aspiration is valueless. To 

inspire youth to Cl:'lristia.n heroism, and then to deny him 

hercie: opportunities for Christian achievement. is to create 

only an unhappily f'rustratad youth who ma.y eventually become 

a problem for the psychiatrist. 

'fksted inspiration is worse than no inspiration. 

lftlat youth is going to do with his constantly gr-owing 

release of spiritual energy is as of great importance, if 

it is not of' greater importance, than how he is to be 

inspired. 

As the Bible must be the constant source of: authentic 

inspiration, so those human social arrangements which cause 

suffering and sin must be the c-onstant !"ield of aspiration.~ 

Christianity would rebuild both the world and ita human 

population. To this end it offers the authentic inspiration 

of the Bible. But the Bible must never bee:ome the and. It 

must always remain the authentic inspirational means to the 

end of individual and world reconstruction. 

Soc ially-reconatruc:t iva ae;tion, therefore, rams. ina the 

great task and the great challenge --- the goal for the· 

reaching of which the B ibla offers release of spiritual 

energy. 

The almost complete absence of tba auth~tntic inspira-
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tion o.:r the Bible and historic Christianity and of 'the 

aspimt1on of social raconstrue:tion 1n the modern church 

program for youth indicates the funaa.mental reason why 

the churches are laboring with almost no observable results. 

As Christianity without inspiration and aspiration is 

a monstrosity, so the Christian church, small or large, 

which neglects both the Bible and socially-regenerative 

action is a picture of complete futility. 

The three Primary essentials of effective church work 

with youth, are, there:rore, (l) The Bible, (2) socially

Regenerative Action, and (3) Chu.rch-center3d Piety. 

Significantly enough in this day of· church failure to 

reach and inspire youth, these three areas of cultivation are 

the least e~ploited in the average church. 

Of sacond:ary importance, though of soma real value for 

youth~ s well-rounded tra 1ning1 are the next two areas of' 
-

emphasis, (4) service Projects Contributing to the Local 

Chtu•oh, and (5) Q:ul tural Cultivation. 

Neltt in importance to service projects in Christian 

social reconstruction are service projects in the building 

of the local church. 

In many modern churches, no attempt is made to train 

youth 1n the serving of his own local church. WbJ .. le the 

building of the Invisible Church is always primary, the 

building of the Visible Cihuroh is always secondary. Youth 

both needs and wants training which will release his ener-



gie s in the service of his own church. 

!:feltt in im;portance comes Cful tura.l Cultivation. T!'..a 

enJo;rn:ant of living necessitates an appreciation of the tine 

attainments of man. While the inspirations of cultural 

ae:hievement may not always be authentic, they hs.ve the ability 

to enrich the enjoyment of life. 

Christianity would creata heroes, yes. But it would 

not deprive the hero of the enjoyment of the fine inments 

of his fellowman. 

A taste for oul tural aohieV'3ments is not ys ~onsoious 

in youth. It needs a m,ea.sure of intelligent cultivation. 

A Christian youth progra.m is not departing from 1 ts true work 

when it seeks to assist youth in training his taste for the 

ftna, unless it does so at the expense of its Pr1mary emphasis 

on inspiration and aspiration. 

Cultural Cultivation, therefors, if it is kept as a 

Secondary emphasis, is splendid. All youth groups would profit 

from such an emphasis. 

Next and last we come to an area of youth interest which 

is least important of all the areas, yet today receives the 

most of the attention, (6) Recreation. 

Two of the churches which we have studied, the two 

the highest percentages of efficiency, have had a minimum of 

recreational program or none at all, yet they have both 

reached and held a. larger percentage of tb.s ir young people 

than the churches \!91th a major recreational emp:b.a.sis. 



Recreational activity may build a large transient 

Youth group, but it will n3ith3r ~~ild Christiana nor a 

chure:h. 

Christianity, however, has no wish to stand in the way 

of youth~s full enjoym3nt of life. Christianity would add to 

that enjoyment. But Christianity has always empooaised 

the pleasures of the spirit rathen:• tban the pleasures of 

flash. 

As long as youth needs guidance in his Qhoice of mediums 

of' recreation, tha churoh has a service to render. In this 

manner only, for the purpose of guidance, the church may 

carry forward an interest in recreation through ita youth 

program. 

\vave r, 1 t must al vJays be remembered t:b....a t the church is 

not a recreational atitution, but an institution foster 

Christian hel'"'oism in personal social reconstruction. 

Therefore, tha church r....as no business competing with fine 

recreational opportunities offered youth in non-churchly 

environments. 

As long as youth is authentically inspired by the Bible 

and Christian history, and aroused to apply his released 

spiritual inspiration in the regeneration of' ths world and 

men, the church may confidently leave his recreational 

ohoictes to himself. 

Let the churc!h youth leader tmrefore "seek first the 

K1ngflam of God and His righteousness" and oth:?r areas of 

emphasis will care for themselves. 
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