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THE NEEDS

A
DEMCCRACY NEEDS RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
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4. INADEQUACY OF MORAL EDUCATION:
4. Morsl Bduscation Explained;
£ ) mm orelit

As a solution for this gre‘blsﬁ,gaw schools are sdopting
a study of "Horals or Ethies's To see the significance of
this trend, let us first make certain whal we mean by "morasle”
"At the bottom™, Mr. Dawis says, "the word simply means ;
customs., Hence, the morals of a country are, etriotly speaking,
only its folkways. These differ with time and place. Someone
has put it wisely when he ®ald, 'What ls truth on one side of
the Yyrenees is error on the other'. The youth who begins to
learn of the various customs of different times and peoples is
sure to be bewildered by the meny kinds of morals these people
adopt. The morality of the cities d&iffers from the morality of
the rustic villasges; the morality of the plains differs from
that of the mountain levels; the morality of the seamen's gode
is quite different from that which prevails on land. We are
told that the Spartans thought it no disgreoe to steal. The
great disgrace in the Spartan eyes, was t0 be ecaught at the
theft. The people of Egypt during Bible times winked at stealing,
and one of their kings, when riotous living had reduced him teo
poverty, asetually turned thief and broke into the homes of his
wealthy neighbors like s common thief. Men have been hanged
for smoking tobacco, even for drinking a oup of coffees 4 man
ie said to have been hanged for burning coal, which was supposed
t0 poison the stmosphere. We shudder when we think that the
thugs of India consider murder a religious rite which they owe
their blood~thirsty goddess. No hesd-hunter of Borneo could
£ind a girl to marry him until he ¢ould show her s human head
which he hed mansged by hock or erook to sever from its owler....
S0 we see morality is not a matter of blacks and whites., To
decide what is and what is not we must go deeper.” I Dr. Horne
in his study of the "Soeclological Aspeots of Education™ gives
four divisions of the volitional enviromment: history, constitu-
tions, laws and morals. He then proceeds to define morslity as
the "volition of the individual in the presence of right and
wrongZ.s..» 1%t 18 no longer s guestion of national or soocial, but
of individual action. Here is & sphere in which the individual :
men i8 the meker and follower or the violator of his own ensctments.
Horal law is self-legislated law. The constitution of things o
whereby evil is sulecldal and good is self-conwerving is the
greatest sanction which morality possesses. when the birth of
the morael law in self-gonsciousness has once taken place, the
tendency is strong to conceive of the law a8 spproved by the Idesal
Power. Thus the moral law is thought of as the gift of God, At
this point, Xant thinks morality ends and religion begins. Teo
him religion is the

I. Davis: “‘Religion in Edueation, G00D HODSEKEEPING, Oet. 1927,
2, Horne: The Philosophy of Bduoation. py- L4U-ié&l
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i%aliag af %he @araa law as the a*¢ﬂx‘s 0of God, . In morality
a man stends in relation to0-a self legislated law; in religion
a man stands-in relation to-the fiver of that lawy . I

In speaking of the public school as & @aral aganey. br.
Athearn says, "There are three types of direct morsl imstruetion
at th§ present time contending for supremacy in the public
sohools:

Type No. I organizes the curriouls around a morsl cods,
‘A good eitiszen is honest, therefére I will be honest,’

Typre Ho, 2 orgenizges its gurricula around moral ideals.
Ideals of truthfulness, honesty are taught with the belief
that idesls do function in oonduct.
, Type Ho. 3 organizes its material around oonduct situations
in the belief that cherasgter is the by produet of moral
experience.” 2.

As an example of type No. 2 let us study the yrqgram @u@t
Des Moines High Sghool has worked out for its third anmal o
gtudent character conferenge: (rnic srogram .6 Nere copred verbs tumy

"THE PROGRAM OF THE WEST DES MOINES HIGH SCHOOL
THIRD ABNUAL STUDEHT CHARACTER CONPERENCE

THE LODGE - Y.M.C.As CAMP « BOONE, IOWA
April S0, May 1, 2, 1926

Theme of the Conferenge = = = = = » - = « Character Building

The plan of the conference is that a series of gquestions.
raised by each of the four commissions is to be discussed in
open forum. As a result of such discussions each eamwiaaion
will be expected to present a summary, findings and recommen-
dations, jJust after devotions in the next conference. Mr.
#ebber will set up the back ground for both Leisure Time and
_ honesty. Thelma Eldredge end Bothilda Mahler will set up the

back ground for their own conferences. Milton Foster will have
charge of Sunday morning devoiions,

Friday night - 7:16 « 9:00 » Eleanor Clark - Chairmen
- Advisor

I. LEISURE TIME IN EEL&%IQE TO CHARACTER

I. What is your 1&3& of a good time?

2, How can we solve the smoking problem ss presented at
%est High?

&. How ocan we sugcessfully cope with the outside lunch room
problem s8 presented at West High?

§¢ ngna: The ?hilgaag?y $£ Bducation pp 140-141
s otLes
. ﬁu?i&iﬁg gg ﬁﬁhﬂﬁﬂ 3ﬁ;$ Contribution to Charsecter
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4. How oan a high school student with only a mederate
- smount of money overcome his financial difficulties in
the planning of his leisure time?

Saturday morning - 9:00 « 11:00 - Thelma Eldridge « Chairman
Miss Hutchineon « Advisory

II. SOCIAL LIFE IN RELATION TO CHARACTER

l. What attributes of a girl make her attractive to boys?

2. What attributes of a boy meke him attractive to girls?

3« How do manner, c¢lothes, manners and personal sppesrances
effeot your soecial opportunities?

4., ¥hat kind of friendships are of most value to high school
boye and girls?

6. What is the difference between popularity and respeet?

6, How are we to bring the benefits of this conference back
in an effort to establish standards in the school?

- Saturday afternoon « 2:00 ~ 4:00 « Ethel Spencer - Chsirman
E Mr, Meier - Advisor

III. HOEESTY IR RELATION TO CHARACTER

1. Report on the findings of the Honesty Questionnaires.

2. Does emphasis by the teacher on good grades instead of
on education tend to cause the "get by" epirit among

, students?

5. How ¢an we avoid humilisting a student when he has
expressed his honest opinion?

4. How can we Secure smong students a wider distribution
of the opportunities for leadership? For participation
in sctivitiea? |

6. What i8 the relationship of the sincerity of the members

- _ to the sugcess of the ragter Commissions?

Saturday night - 7:16 » 9:00 « Bothilda Mshler - Chairmsn
¥r. Steeper -~ Advisor

IV, DEMOCRACY AND RACE EELATIONS IN RELATIOF T0 CHARACTER

1., Is there any problem in the schoocl as regards oliguishness?

8. What i the attitude of the students in the west High
regarding demooragy? V

3. PFrom the view point of the Hegro what is the idesl standard
of demoorsey? Jewish standpoint?

4. Should our efforts to bring sbout shetter understanding
between the rsoes be extended sooially as well as in the
¢lsss roon?

6. BShould the white students be expected to take all the
initiative in solving the rage problem in High School?

If not what obligations has the Hegro to fulfill slso?

6. Have the specific methods sugpested at last ¢onference
t0 increase the 8pirit of demooracy been applied? Have
they succeeded?

Sunday morning ~ 9:00 « 11:00 - Hilton Forster
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DEVOTIONS | |
- "g Jesus, ¥rince of Life end Truth? page 179
Responsive Reading page 30«81

*Toiling upward”™ and "rrepared for the Pight/V
The story of "I would be truel
Y would be true™ by the Cuartet.
Sentenge Prayers-
8olo "Trees™ by Dougles Grante
"The road to Vietory" by George Webber.

Discussionm on the future of the work of the Charscter
Commissions in West High.

PINDINGS OF THE WEST HIGH SCHOOL CHARACTER CONPERENCE
Held at the Y.M.C.A, Camp
Boone, Iowa
April 30, Mey 1, 2, 1926

- Leisure Time Elesnor Clark, Cheirman.

A good time is that time in which every ome is enjoying
himself in c¢lean, wholesome fun. One of the best ways to have
8 good time is to see that others are enjoying themselves and
to render service to thenm.

The Conferenge group 18 agreed that the use of tobacco by
minors is detrimental physiesally, mentally and morally; that
probably three~fourths of the minors who smoke goquire the
hsbit in the Junior high or the upper elementary grades,

The efficiency of a man who smokes should be Judged, not
by that of others who do not smoke, but rather by what his own
might have been if he had not used tobacco. '

The Lelsure Time Commission resommends:

(1) @12; gtriet enforgement of the Anti-tobacco Law for

- BIBOTH, ,

- (2) That the boys of the Junior High School and grades

‘ be influenced by those of the Senior High who do not
unse tobagco, through group meeotings and individual
work.

(3) That the girls in the High School use their influense

with the boys wherever possible to aid them in setting
a higher standard for the men of the next generation in
regard to the use of tobageo.

Socis} 14fe. Thelma Eldridge, Chairmen

I+ The attributes of s girl that make her attractive to & boy
are; She should '
{1) Be modestly and attractively dressed.
(2) Use cosmetics sparingly.
{3) Be intelligent.
Be athletic and a good sport. | ,
| igi 5.4 StidceataateCons it dutne gugeteeo-
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{9) Have & good disposition end a pleasing personslity.

(10) Have the coursge of her eonvictions,

(11) Have sufficient respect for herself to refuse to
permit familisrities in her associations with boys.

2. The attributes of s boy that make him attractive to &
girl are: He should
(1) Have & good personslity.
(2) Be athletic end s good sport.
(3) Be intelligent.
{4) Be able to asdapt himself t0 all ocoasions,.
B) Dress neatly. .
Be a good conversationalist.
(7) Be a resl pal.
fg Be courteous and considerate.
(10

Have e¢lean thought and use ¢lean speech.
Be chivalrous enough t0 a girl and have sufficient
respest for himself and the girl 8o that he will
never expect nor indulge in any personal familiasrities
such as petting.
He should not

(1) Be silly or sarcastie,

fag Be egotistieal,

{2) Smoke.

&« Priendship

It has determined that a relationship of palship
should exist between boye and girls; that 2 relationship
of pals is one of sincerity, free from jealousy and
artificialities, consisting of seversal broad associationa
88 well as a few intimate friendships.

4., Obligations for invitations

Itwas declided that if & group of girls were giving
a dange, the invitations should be issued by the girla.
Otherwise it is the boy's privilege to issue the invitation.

6. Populerity and respect

Respeot is an attitude toward s person, and if
based on good character and good personslity, it is
permanent.

Popularity 18 a condition gaused by an attitude
toward a person, which, if based on good chasracter and
good personality, is permanent, but if bssed on some
weaker foundations, may not be lasting.

o

The Commission on Soegial Lif ﬁgsapmmaa&a that this
ocommismion be continued snd further '¥eoommend polieies whish
investigation may indiecate will be beneficial for the school
and students.

Honesty Ethel Spencer, Chairman

1. Definition: (eddition to the first definition)
Honesty properly defined is that guglity of being true
not only to the best we know, but to the best that is

possible for us to know. It consists in thinking ana seting in

accordance with the highest stand: ( 1T ag ~operation
and oitizenship. & ards of courage, co ﬂpﬁ&#@,ﬁ&k




#, The Hopesty Commission Recommends:
(1) That we confer with the teachers in order to more
faliy underetand the significance of gredes,
{2) That s greatey effort be made to establish a better
underetanding belween teoachers and puplle.

8. It was agreed to eliminate the phrase "hendehaker

it has po real signiflcance,

4. Opportunity for lesdership com
pay the price of initistive, &&wﬂia& and ﬁaﬁwitw i3

6, The solution of the problem under discussion must come
thyrough the singerity and gourage of those seeking the

solution of these problemd.

Demooracy and Reos Helstions dehler, Chaivman
1. It was sgreed by the members of the Charagter Conference
that some ¢liquishness does exist in ¥West High. 4 smaller
percentaze stated that the variowe groups in the school
wore aleo snobblahs The followine suggestiions were offered
to remedy the eituation:
{1} That the various groups should amcoept other individuale
into their midst.
{2) That any prectice that tends toward cliquisihmess
or exclusiveness in the school should be discouraged.
{&) That we be less harsh inm our eriticism of others
and treat sll alike.
« The eongensus of opinion was that, although demoersoy
hasg roved in vest High in tﬁﬁ ia@% few years, there
is 8tili chsanoe for improvens
Ze The statements made by the éawiaa and Itelisn representae
. tives regarding moeracy held o oriticism, other than
we should evold using ipeulting nicknomes.
The ¢olored representatives, as a wﬁ@ia, were whll
satisfied with exieting conditions in west High, although
their problem i more diffieult then that of t%ﬁ other
minor groups.
4. hooording $0 the remarks of the Hegro representstives,
eny soglal conduet which may result in rsoc anelgonetion
iz undesired by them.
True demoorscy coneiste in friendliness rather than s
soclial relaticnships
Be 1t was declded that esch rage should be willing to meet
the other rage hslf way, snd that neither the white
students nor the ZJegro studente should be axp&#%@& &a
take the gole initistive in solving the problem.
each grour in school should feel the rs$§@ﬁmiksli%§ @i?
mﬁﬁg‘QEnamg other groups or individusls,
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WEST HICH CHARACTER COHFERENCE
Y. Mo Co A, C2MP
BOOHE, I0WaA,
April 30, an 1* 2, 192&;

SUEDAY MORNIRG PINDINGS

are we trying to 4o in West High?
Reise students of West High to the highest moral
stendards.
T¢ find aprlications of the principles of the varian#
commissions,
Leisure Time

1. "Helpfulness”®

Joyful fellowship in clean living.

8oclal Life

1., "Comradeship”
Honasty ‘

1. “%iﬁearity”
Demooracy

1. ”?&13&&1&9@53”

1. %has have we accomplished?

Cosmopolitan Club.
Created demooratic spirit.

, Better understanding among rsaces.

Created willingness to help.

Better ideals on leisure time and better a»artﬁmanshiﬁt
Inoressed student responsibility for school.

Improved condition of honesty.

Make higher personsl standards,

Inoreased membership in e¢lubs,

, General school spirit has increased.

Gaused people to think on subjecte not thought of before
Caused West High to be known throughout the sountry for
its ideals,

Inereased amount and guality of leadership,

Improved type of athleties.

. Improved relationship between boys and girls.

Improved people’s ideals of life.

Raised the desire to know the truth.

Degressed smokers in high school.

Better understanding between the student body and the
administration,

Improved home conditions,

Deepened spiritusl 1life.

Encouraged people t¢ use will-power.
Ewaaﬁmimﬁsa;

Given greater respect for Christianity.

Given greater respect for other religions.

¥ade the whole high school more interested in the
influences that are'for the betterment of all'.




£7. Done a lot to take away rece prejudice.
£6. Better spirit of courtesy and chivalry.
29. Laid better character foundation,
30, Better understanding between rages.
31. A better understanding between friends,
&8, Helped to eliminate sham and glorify frankness.
88. Inocreased personal respeet for ome another.
54, Inoreased pride in West High.
86+ Improved on matter of jealousy.
86. Started spirit and made example in Junior High.
37+ Helped democracy spirit in homes.
28. g}zlyea adults to know that students can 4o gonstructive
39. meamé diseipline,
111, What are we to &0 abmt it now?
1. Continue with present form of conferences.
8+ Assembliesn.
3. Personsl work.
4 Make more rapid changes in the personel . of conferenges.
e work of commissions, get new ground.

é* Home Room discussion.

7e liore faculty re?rammmnm. ‘

8+ Parent Teachers'issociation discussion.
9. Open door commission meeting.

10, More publicity.

11. Hot hold meetings after sghool.

Beniors - 42 ‘
1. One eﬁn&rmﬁo a smar - 3’?
2. T™wo conferences s yeare 128

Por Pall Conference 46
For Spring Conferenge 41
Conference Membership 1156 Students

Students for whom this was the first time 8
Students for whom this we® the second time 40
Students for whom this was the third time 86 I

Then this plan wae discussed at the Religious Edueationsl
Round Table Mr., Steeper, who was then principal of West High,
aam that he was fully convinced that these conferences had
to be based on religion, and thet their morsl c¢odes should
rest on it., Dr. Athearn states, "Should the schocl buse its
ethical instruction on mtamlis%m and materislistic theories
of reality, the chureh would find in the public school sn sgency
of agnostisism ﬁirwk% hostile to the Spiritusl ideals of the
Christiesn religion.”

1. ?ha Program of the West Des Moines High School Charscter ﬁwﬂxm&

2, Athearn: Protestantism's Contribution to Charsster mmmg‘“'
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b. HMorsl Bducation is Inadequate:

Prom these views we gather thet the moral law 18 sn
objeotive, self made law, 9et up by the agent as the
gorrect standard of gonduct. Uay thie n@t ’ht & good exemple

of the result: “Charles and Hery, his younger sister, are
leaving the room, Hary preceding,. Hodern %@w plages her
m& ﬁm the door Enod $0 gpen ;:& when she 18 hindered by the
gomnend, 'Stop, you littlie wreteh, don't you know that a
gmalm opene the door for a lsdy?'™ 1 Objective moral
education, that iﬁ,um@ﬁi edugation without veligion, will
never vitelise humanity. lorsl sdugation without religion
mey be like s besutifud ﬁﬁ@%& hiding & rotten gure, 7o exp
moral edugation that is not the w%gxwﬁ; of religlon, to
funetion properly is the same s to expeet & branch to
blossom and bear frult which has been cut off from ite roots.
0f this ¥r. Davie saoye that men mey eay what they will, but
we will never have s morality that respects the mgm% and
integrity of others unless our morelity hes s religious
panetion. 7o put morality on any other than & religlons besi
is to twild on sand. mumm gives wvision, strength,
inspiration and wi thamt it wo are x&aﬁmz&@; 8

5. ADBUUACY OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:
o+ Religion explained,

%hoat ie there in religion that gives strength and
inepiration? Uhat ie there in religious edunestion that will
keep our hesrte from belng squeesed by & mind deluged by
selenge ond economics? mlmmﬁ after studyinzg our sogial
problem degides, "If our analysis of the present situation is
correct, mum@ﬁ i® needed to stimulate sltruism in the
magses of the people. 4 svoeclal relipion, in @%Mr words,
{8 the one thing that con do most t¢ save bhumen nature from
gelfishness snd brutality, snd so to solve the sogizl problem, " &
Agein in hies latter volume, “"Zeconsiruetion of Religion”, he says:
"The religions problem of our day is not a problem of metaphysie
or of theology, it i8 & problem of practiesl velues of
living. Fo, man will pever cense to need a positive, construetive
truatfol attitude towsrd the universe end the whole m%am of
things, ¥He mmet have confidence in his world 1¢ he is neot to
despair. ¥e muet belleve in the possibilities and values of
:ufa if his &ﬁﬁ%&ﬁ& are to be fully realiged, if he i8 t0
%iim afz‘fmi sntly a8 & menber of society to the point perhape
%i’ gonplets Wiﬁ*&&ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ@i

I, Bode: lodern Sduecstional ?Mgﬁw pe 112
@. Davis:“Religion in Bducetion, B00D HOUSEAEFANG, October, 1987,
2ilwood: The Seelal Problem, p. 20



He must be able to cdonfront the issues of life and death

with supreme faith, but to do this, he must project his

gocial end persoanal values into the universal reslity itself” 1
Dr. Cope explaine it in much the same wsy, "That the Spirit and
the 1deal, which we call religion, views man a8 set in the
gternal process of the universe with an eternity behind in
which he has grown asnd an eternity before into which he may
EYow..... Han is religious heoause he has eternity in his

heart. The religious person is that one who takes life in

terms of growth, whose hope for all life is that ell may grow
into a oloser harmony a8 all approach the Ideal Life, and whose
plan for society is its development into the loving family of
the All Pather." 2 1In other words the Christisn Religion may
be defined as "e¢ternal life in the midet of time by the strength
end under the eyes of God." §

b. Religioms Edugation is True Education:

"Religion then and 1ife are one or neither ies anything." 4
Frofessor Thorndike maintaine that "No slear boundry separates
men's education from the rest of hie life. In the brosdest
sense his education 18 his life.”™ b ILikewise DIr. Dewey terms
the progess of living or growth adequate education. From this
8tudy of religion and eduocation do we not come to the conclusion
that true education mmst be religious educstion?

"The right sort of education dves not prepare us for
complete living but is complete living." Dr. Horne develops
this idea further by esying, "The somplete life of man is seven-
fold; not seven wholes, nor seven parts, but seven-fold, seven
phases of one whole. These seven are intimately related and
are distinguishable only in thought, not in fesot. This seven-fold
stendard ensbles ue each dsy 10 check out incompletensss mnd
round out our completeness, It suggests to us the balanced,
poised, harmonious type of 1life, not too rigid, not too schematie
and inflexible, not angular, but eystematised, blended and
progressing,

1s Ellwood; Reconstruction of Religion. p. 26«27
2+ Cope: Education in Democraqy. p. 49
3. Harnack: What is Christianity? p. 8
4. Cooper; what is Religlous Bduocstion?
School and Society. April 3, 1986
b+« Thorndike: Education. p« 4
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These seven gmim of complete living are:

"The fhysical-has for its ideal health and vigor of body.
‘de who senses’ his good heelth s8 8 divind blessing,
a8 his reward, poseibly undeserved, for conformity
to the lawe of nature which are the laws of God is
spiritusl to that extent....

% Intellectual ~ has trubh as it Zoal and error as ite

88 ite enemy,
He who ¢an sense moral goodnese a8 man's gonformity
to the will of God ia w fayr forth spiritusleses

The Aesthetisc - hae beeunty es its object and uzliness ag
ite opponent.
He who senses besuty as sacred, as man's appreciation
of the perfect sa manifesnted m time, ig so far forth
spiritusleees

The Soelsl » hus i@%&w tempered with mercy as ite stendard
and injustice as Lte opposite.
He who in desling Justly with his fellows and wm@g
mercy can feel that he is yendering God service, as many
can and do, 18 spiritual.eas

The Vecational - aims st sorvies and aveide eccnomie dependencde.

He who in rendering service to his fellows in hie d4sily
voeation, by kia productive skill pgnize in

mwm %éﬁﬁe image of his Masker, t&e mwm*a srtificer, the
immanant mmiw 1ife, is spiritualeess

The Spiritunl « worships God ss 1ts fMifiliment and denies
materialism. ,
#e who with the mysties of the world ean hold commni
with the Infinite Spirit of Life ie epiritusli.” 1

Thie ides of the rounded education may be Llilustrated thue:

1. Horne: Complete Living ss the Goal of Biucation,

Béugation, Pebruary 1986,
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The spiritusl is the motivating and vitaliging force of all.
Hot only does it run through all of these, but even guides the
individual toward the Ideal goal. This upward movement is

well represented by Dr. Ellwood in his disgram of the "Curve
of human Culture."
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THE CURVE OF HUMAN

Semi , True
eivilization eivilisation

g ——

Invention of printing level of Control on the Peychiec

;Ear’aaxim | Savagery Animal

| Ellwood: Reconstruetion of Religion p. 78
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6 « BIBRIARY

We have seen that there are five thousand one hundred
forty-eight infants and two hundred immigrents entering the
United States each day. In order that this group may live
that full, sbundant, purposeful life with and for others in
a demoeracy, we find that they need an adequate education.
Farthermore, we find that the adequate education is complete
or rounded growth; that it is: physiesl, intellectual, moral,
sesthetic, @oelal, vocational end spiritusl. Insesuch as
the spiritual is the guiding and controlling phase, we there~
fore sonclude that demooragy needs religions edugstion.




THE NEEDS

B
RELIGICUS EDUCATION NEEDS THE BIBLE



| + IBTRODUCTION:

The ideal éduoation, we have found, will baafhstiﬁai,
intellectual, moral, sesthetic, sooial, vocational and
spiritual, with the spiritual running through and vitalizing
all. Inasmuch as education is life, education in these various
phases will negessarily be enriched and controlled experience
in these various phases of life., Since we have here limited
our study to the religious phsse, we will confine ourselves
a® much as possidble to that, TYet we cannot wholly do 80
for inasmuch as the other six feed meaning and worth into
relizious experience, religion on the other hand returns
something which the combined experiences of the other phases
cannot possess; which is the bringing to besr upon the particular
experience the total meaning and worth of life, This may be
illustrated by our changing prieon ¢onditions, There was a
time when the prisoner was considered a public charge, and
the warden who was able t0 turn the prisoners' time and enmriy
into money for the state was considered the successful warden.
But religious values in life are showing ue that the prisoner
also has a life to live, and so our reformers are bringing
into the incomplete, misguided lives of the prisoners those
phases of the allround life., The health conditions around the
prisons are improving, the surroundings are mede more besutiful
and intellectusl opportunities are being offered.

In the light of the foregoing oonsiderations we are now
resdy to meet the prodlem: How can religious edueation be brought
into the individual lives which constitute the demooracy?

ZD EXPERIENCE:

" . RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AS ENRICHED AND CONTROL

The feotors which lead t0 enriched and controlled experience
are five: discrimination, reflective thinking, valuation, knowledge
and disciplined will. For instance a man msy consider the

A



pdvisability of having a reputation for honesty. Being sware
of the problem he will analyze the situation, gather knowledge,
bring forth possible solutions, test these solutions, weigh
them a8 t0 whether they will sdvance the Kingdom of God, and
gome t0 & conelusion, He will then endeavor to sot honestly
on all oocasions and at all times, until habit tskes it over
end it is second nature. ,

The fundamental prineiples which will guide us in
our selection of those experiences which will be ¢f educationsl
value, Dr. Bower says are:

(1) They shall be real: ~

"Thet is, with Jesus, religion was s way of life,
and the only way one gould become religious was by setually
living life religiously.” 1

{2) They shall be typical:

That is "they shall be typical with reference to the
actual situstions with which one is confronted in resl 1life,
~=- and with relations, functions and responsibilities of
the Christian community.” 1

(8) They shall present alternatives and involve choices:

That is, they ghall 1ift "the response away from the
mechanigal bonds of reflex and instinet into the glesr
light of intelligence and choice." 1

{4) They shall be continuous: |
That is "attention must be given to the unfolding of
- experience whereby the present experience has its outoome
- in future experience." 1
{6) They shall, other things being equal, be capable of shaorbing
the largest amount of knowledge: ‘
roen ”&g shall know the truth and the truth shall mske you
{6) They shall be eapsble of indefinite expansion:

That is, the experience mmst be simple encugh to fit
the limited world of the child, and yet capable of leanding
mature and privileged men snd women,

{7) They shall be social:

That is, the experience shall cultivate attitudes of

co-operation and helpfulness,

1. Bower, W.C.: Curriculum of Religious Education. p. 164-174
2+ John B-22
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(8). They shall be selected with reference to their reguirements
of disciplined will:

That is, they "shall be filled with situations that
eall for patience, perseversnce, ability to turn aside from
all d4istractions, and resolutely see things through.

Having thue seen the faotors whieh lesd to enriched
and controlled experience also the drineciples whioh guide us in
seleoting those experiences whioch have edusational values, we
find that three elements enter into our subjeot matter, The first
will oconsist of the faotors which make up the situation; the
second will be of the ideas and knowledge which the learner
gathers from hig own past experience; snd the third will be the
fund of knowledge he gathers from the experiense of other people.
It is this last that Dr. Bower terms historicsl subject matter,
and it is this phase of enriched and controlled experience that
we will now turn our attention to. 1

3 ﬁzﬂ?ﬂﬁxg§§ SUBRJECT MATTEZR IN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:

We-are here turning to one of the three elements
which constitute our subjeot matter in religious eduocation not
because the other two are of minor importange, but because of
their nature they are elements whioh enter into the life of the 5
{ndividusl at that time end in that situstion. While the histariscal
sub jeot matter, although it was &t one time either of the first
or gsecond, has been recorded and is now in permanent form for use.

Since the printing press makes 1t possible for exper-
ienoes to be easily and cheaply recorded, we have at the present
time a8 growing mass of historioasl subjeot matter. Our problem
becomes, not can we obtain historiecal subjeet metter, but what
will be the best, What subjeot matter will aid in fuasing the
seven phases into a total and will give meaning and worth to eaoh?
What historieal subjeot matter will be of greatest value to the
learner as he endeavors to live & ocomplete, effective and satisfying
Christisn life at every stage of the growth process? What subjeat
matter will help him to Aiscover the Christian way of living, to
incorporate into his attitudes and ideals those prineiples on whish
Jesas worked and lived? What historieal subject matter will help
the learner grow into & "oonsciousness of God and of & personal

1, Bower, W.C.: Currioulum of Religious Eduestion. p. 172-174
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relation to Him and of an inoreasing understanding of the
universe in terms of the purpose and charasster of God"? 1

It is sel?f evident that there will be many sources from
which we can draw subjeot matter whioh will meet the sbove
eonditions, also that no one source will contain all the best
and none of the poorer materisl, Yet there is one source whigh
is outstanding and that source is the Bible., Nr. Hopley states
that 1t is translated into seven hundred langusges and that there
are twenty thousand copies bought and paid for each year and
sixty thousand distributed gratultously. DPerhaps the great i
resson why it has this wide oiroulation is summed up by W. ¥, YUSE
in his egsay entitled

"IHE BOOK

'l am the recordsr of the gate.
I spesk every language unfer the sun end enter every corner
of the earth,
I bring information, inspiration, and reereation to all
mankind, -
I am the enemy of ignorance and slavery, the ally of en~
lightment and liberty.
I am always ready to ocommune with msn, to gquioken his
being, to spur him on, to show him the way.
- I treat all persons alike, regardless of race, color,
ereed or condition.
I have power to stretech man's vision, to deepen his feelincs,
to better his business, and to enrieh his life.
I am a true friend, & wise counsellor and & faithful guide.
I am silent as gravitation, pliant and powerful as the
eleotrio ourrent, and enduring as the everlasting hills.
I A THE BOCK." &

Leaders in the field of religious education agree that
the Bible is an outstanding source for historical subject matter,
Dr. Cope expresses it thus,"Not only is the Bible an essential
part of the literary heritage but biblieal lenguage has saturated
all our every fay speech....we mey with propriety insist that in our

1. Bower, W.,C.: The Place 0f the Fersonal Relation to God in the
Currioulum, The International Journal of Religious
Eduoation, Maroh, 1928,

2. Hopley, F.D.: Bible Oreatest Seller Ever
i The Dearborn Independent, §0€?y2, 1924.
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American sivilization the Bible lies back of Shakespeare, Hilton,
- Coleridge, Lowell, Lincoln, and Ruskin."” 1 Dr. Ellwood in
disocussing the value of the experiences of the prophets of
Israel, end of Jesus, says, "In Jesus we find the supreme
development of this prophetio Judaism with its trend toward
ethiocal and religious universalism., Promising the supreme
value of humen personality, His olear teaching was that the
only possible way to serve God is through the servioe of men,
no matter what their condition, ocoupstion or nationality

might be. Thus He revolutionized both religion and ethies in
humanizing both." 2 Likewise, Dr. Coe, speaking of the value
of the experiences of Jesus as recorded in the Bible, says,
"The faot remains that His desire for the brotherhood of men
leads on with inevitableness of fate to the ideal of s
demooratic organization of human gociety and that His fusion
of the divine with the humsn love presents us with a divine
human demooracy as & final socisl idesl." 3 Therefore, we
would conolude with Dr, Cope that, "If & religious spirit is
esgential for life in & demoorasy, and if this spirit is
developed through eduostion, does it not follow that the ,
instruotion in the Bible must be inocluded in Pudblic education?h 4

4. SUMMARY:

S0 far we have found thaet in order to live the complete
and enriched life with and for others in & demooracy We need an
eduoation that is complete -« that is, a religious education., We
have 8lso seen that there are three elements whioh oonstitute
owr subjeet matter in religious education - factors whioch con-
stitute the situation, the learner's own ideas and knowledge
gained from his past experiences, and the experiences of others
- termed historiesal subjeot matter. Furthermore, we have learned

that thet historieal subject matter which is rich in the experiences

of persons who have met situations akin to those of others is
the 1dsa] historical subject matter. lastly we have seen that the
best and most complete volume of such éxperiences is found in the
Bible, s0 we therefore conolude that demoorasy needs the Bible in
the education of her youth,

1. Cope, H.¥,: Educstion for Demoorasy. p. 197

£, Ellwood, C.i.: The Reoonstruction of Religion. p. 77
3. Coe, GsA.: Social)l Theory of Religious Education. p. 54
4., Cope, H.¥,: Zducation for Demoorsecy. b. 194
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II
THE PRESENT SITUATION

A
THE HOME AS AN AGENCY IN GIVING RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
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|. INTRODUCTICH:

‘We have seen that to live that full, sbundant 1ife with
and for other individusls we need an education that is
vitalized by religion. We have also seen that the best text
and guide in teaghing religion is that great Book of books
which tells us of the Life of Jesus Christ. WHERE, WHEN
and how shall it be taught? Inasmuch &s we are not in this
discussion dealing with the psychology of religion, the "when

‘and HOW" lie outside of our study, but we are vitally

interested in where the Bible shall be taught. ,

Inasmuch as "education is life;” 1 "religlon is eternal
life in the midst of time by the strength and under the
eyes of God"; and religious eduocetion we defined as "that
eternal process of superior and partislly oconirollable
gdjustment of physioally snd mentally dsveloped free, conscious
human beingzs to God as manifested in the intellectuzl,
emotional environment of man"; & the institutions where religlous
education should be taught will be those in whioh the child
lives, moves and has its being., HNow educational smociology
tells us that the institutiona into which the child enters
are: first, the home, the play group, and the neighborhood;
seoond, the school and the churoh. In esch of these five the
child is receiving and giving, but in the home, the school
and the church it is distinotly a more conseious absorption
than in the other two; so we therefore have the three great

teaohing agenclies: the home, the school and the shurch.

A. THE HOME AS AN AGENCY IN GIVIRG DEMOCRACY RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:

0f these three sjencies the home comes first and ranke
firat. 1t comes first in the life of the ohild, inssmuch
a8 1%t gives him his first impressions of 1ife and tesches hinm
his first steps on that road of eternsl 1ife, DBlessed, twice
blessed 1s the baby who looks up into the eyes of Sod in the
faee of his mother and father, It ranks first, inssmuch as

it gives opportunity for oclose personal contset. Again, twice

blessed is the boy or girl who learns to be a friend with Jesus
by pelling with his father and mother., The influence of a
Christian home ocan nsver be aspumed by any other institution,
although it may and should be sygmented by the church anad
school.

1., Bower: The Curriculum of Religious Education. p. 53
2., Harnack: What is Christianity? p. 8

- 8. Horne; The Philcsophy of Education. p. 318
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7. THE HOME IS FAILING 70 LIVE UP 20 ITS OPPORTUNITY,

¥ust we sdmit the truth, the appalling lasock of
religieuﬂ instruetion in our hameg? Aocoording to the dat&
regeived from two thousand High School pupils there are
eizhty~six percent of our homes sending their children out
eaoh day without the strensth and foold which ocomes from &
talk with God, Were we to saut our eyes to this, as an
ostrich might, the orime wave would siartle us and the
divorce problem would overwhelm us.

The Ameriocan home feels that it iz failing., Many of
the boys and girls volced their oriticism in the following
remarks:

"Hot 88 mush as we should,"”

"Hone, that is the reason why I want to take it in school.®

"Hone, but I think that it should be."” ‘

“Galy Just ag we stnﬁy it for Sunday Sochool.”

"Cnly mother reads it."

Wide swake parents are feeling it¢, for instance Dr. Smith,

in an artiele entitled "An Indiotment and & Challenge”,

gives sz a reason for placing Bible 3tudy in the Publie
School the following: "In the last place the ordinary father
and mother, themselves suffering under morasl uncertalnty,

anf religious doubts, lack the time, the traini and the
natural ability to devise any scheme or system of teaching
40 take the place of the one that was anaaataﬁ.“ 2 1Is he
trying to "salve the oonsolence” of the modern parent? CQCan
the responsibility be so lightly tossed to0 snother insemuch
&8 the home comes first and renks first in the life of the
ehild? Truly the home has its vital part to play in the life
of the ohild, but inasmuch &8s the child's life is also
flirected by the church and the school, the home influence

msy and should be sugmented by these.

1. Questionsire sent out to the Schools of Indiana,
2. Smith, ¥,S,: An Indiotment and a Chaellenge, ,
Educational Review, April &85, p. 173

(33365
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;). CONTRIBUTION OF THE CHURCH:

Bext to the home in the giving of raligieua education
stands the shurch. Thus it has been and we trust it will
ever be., It 1s she who has fostered the Christ Spirit
through the centuries. Here we do not need to go into the
history of her great accomplishments more than to mention
that it was she, seeing the need of education, who gave us
our first educational system, and also our first free schools,

2. DIVISION OF EDUCATION AND THE FAILURE OF THE CHURCH T0
DO HER PART:

When our nation realized the importance of education
she agreed to share the responsibility in giving it. So to
the state wee given the opportunity of fitting tha shild %o
make & living, while the chureh still held the opportunity
of teaching him to live sbundantly. Both of these are of
great importance, but it so happens that the nation has
teken her responsibility with more meriousness. She reguires
each child to remain in school & gertaiu number of days for
a gertain number of years, So at the present time we see
nine hundired hours & year offered to the child from the
first grade through the twelfth, and in some localities even
through oollege; while at the most, the church offers only
fifty-two. There are thirty-two million shildren attending
the nation's publie schools whioh represent ninety-one
percent, However it 1s a pitiful faet that in this republie
there are twenty-seven million Ameriean youths under twenty-~
five years of age who ere not enrolled in any Sunday School,
who receive no systematic religious instruetion. In other

- words, sixty-six and five tenths percent of all the youth

in Ameries are not enrolled in any religious sochools, either
Sundey or week day, 1

Dr. Athearn, of Boston University, deplores the
"gspiritual i1lliteraay”of our youth and presents the following
reasons for it: ‘ 4
1. Protestent Sunday Schools are in oharge of an army of
untrained and unsupervised teachers and officers,
2, American Sunday Schools have not developed an aaanuata .
body of teaching material.
3. The Sunday School has & meager equipment snd an
insdequate finaneial support.
4. HMarked decline of religious eduscetion in the home.

1. Is Teaohing Religion Impossible?
LITERARY DIGESE, Qet. 17, 1925.
8., Athemrn: Cheracier Building in a Demoeracy. p. 40
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B. There husg been 1ittle educational statesmenship shown in
the organization of the Protestant religlous edueation in
Americsa.,

6. Churoch schools and Seminaries have not provided a
setisfaotory leadership for the educational agencies of the
churoch,

7. Bagk of all these, is the failure of the church %o
recognize the eduocaiional method ss an agency of evangelism
and religious nurture." 1 ,

J. CORCLUSION:

Having thus seen that Gemooracy needs the Bible in 1ts
educationsl cwrrioulum, that many of our homes are not giving
this training and that the church is not giving 1% sufficient
emphasis, we turn to see what oan be done in our third
institution - the school. DBefore studying the various types
of sghools let us mee what our Hational and State governments
have to say as to the legal status of Bible reading in the
publie sehool.

1, Athearn: Character Building in e Democraoy. p. 40
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1. Iﬁ%ﬂﬁaﬁﬁﬁiﬁxz
"When & government is deliberately organized with the
purpose of proteoting, strengthening and enriching the life
of its people, -its first and always dominsting oconeern must
be with the inner oonocerns of their lives, with their well
being in all that makes & people great. The problem of
democracy is & spiritusl problem., Demoorsoy sesks the
salvation of the souls of men in the widest, highest,
fullest sense, for democracy seeks the salvation of society.” p
Our government started out with this high ideal of
education as evidenced by the Ordinsnce for the government
of the Horthwest Territory promulgated in 178%. “Religion,
morality and knowledge being necessary to good government
and happiness of mankind, sﬁhoela and means of educstion
shall !cravar be eaaaﬁragsa.

A THE IEGAL STATUS OF BIBLE READING IN THR PUBLIC SCHOOLS:
The material here presented is token from the Bulletin
of the United States Bureau of Eduoation 19232 No. 15, "Bible
in the Public Sshools”, and from responses to & questionnmire
gent out to various state superintendents. This %ueskisn&airﬁ
comprised four questions asg follows:
l, %hat sotion has your state taken in regerd to situdy of the
Bible in the public school?
2. State the reasons for this step or attitude.
3. Whet syllabus is belng used?
4, List the names of ten or more schools which have Bible
study in thelr currioculum.
On the examination of the data thus gathered it has
been seen that the gtates, because of their lews or because
of thelr silamaeéirali into four olasses:

1., Law requires Bible reading:
Alabamae Kentuoky Hew Jersey Florida
Delaware lMaine Pennsylvenia  Idaho
Georgis Magsachusetts Tennessee Washington, D.C.

A more extended mscount of the history of religious education
may be found in:

Winohester: Religious Education and Demoorsoy

Coe: Soaial Theory of Religious Education

Smith, Shermsn: Religlous Education in Messachusetts

1, Cope: Education for Demoersoy. p. 30.



2, law specifiocally permits Bible reading:
Indisna Kansas North Dakota Hew York (In H.Y. eity)
- Iowsn Oklahoma  South Dakots ,
3, ILaw-Bible reading permitted under general terms of the law
or by reason of its silence:

Arkensas Hissouri Horth Carolina  Texss
Colorado ¥ontana South Carolina  Ttah
Conneesticut Hebraska Ohio Vermont
¥aryland Hew Hampshire Oregon Virginis
Kichigan (exoerpts) Rhode Iglend West Virginia

4, Bible reading not permitted under interpretation of state
gonstitution or statutes:

Arizons Now Mexice Washington
Illinois Minnesota New York (outside of New York oity)
Louisisna Hevada Wisoonsin (stated reamding)

California Wyoming
3, "STATE LAWS RELATING TO BIBLE READING IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS:
1. Iaw requiring Bible reading.

Alabeama ~ Be it enacted, eto.; Sec. I. That all schools in this
state That are supported in the whole or in part by publis funds
be and the same s8re hereby required to have once every school
day readings from the Holy Bible,

Sec. 2. That teachers in meking monthly reparzs shall show on
the same that they have complied with this eet, and supepintendent
in eity schools in drawing publlie funds shall aartity that each
teacgher under their supervision has complied with this sot.

Sec. 3., That schoole in the State subjeoct to the provisions of
thies sot shall not be allowed to draw public funds unless the
provisions of this aot are oomplied with, and the State
superintendent of eduneation is charged with the enforoement
of the provisions hereof, Sehool Gg&a, 1919. p. 143,

Georgzia - Be it enascted, etc.: Sec, 1 Provided, however,
the® the 5ible, ineluding the 014 and New Testament, shall be
read in sll the schools of this State receiving 3%&%3 funds,
and that not less than one ohapter shall be read at some
appropriste time during eash school day, Upon the parent or
guardlian of any pupil filing with the tescher in charge of
seid pupil in the Public schools of this State a written
statement requesting that said pupil be excused from hesring
seid Bible read as required under this aot, sush teacher will
permit suoh pupil to withdraw while the raaﬁiag of the Bible as
required under this sct 1s in progress. Susch request in writing
8hall be suffiocient to ocover the entire school year in whieh
said reguest is filed, Georgia laws, 1981, p. 157

Hegsaghusetts ~ Sec. 31, A portion of the Bible shell be resd
d4aiYy In the public sshools, without written note or oral eomment
but 8 pupil whose perent or guardian informe the teacher in
writing that he has conscientious seruples against it shall
not be required to read from any partieular version, or to
take any personsl part in the reading., The sshool sommittee
shall not purchase or use in the publie schools school books
favoring the tenets of any particuler religious sect,

General Lawe Relating to Zducation, 1921. p.38
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Hew Jersey - Ses. 162. No religious service or exerocise,
exoept the reading of the Bible and the repeating of the
Lord's Prayer shall be held in any sghool reseiving any
portion of the moneys appropriated for the support of the
public schools. o

Sec. 163, In each public school celass room in the State,
and in the presence of the scholarz therein assembled, at
least five verses from the portion of the Holy Bible known
ag the 014 Testament shall be read, or csused to be resd,
without Comment, at the opening of such & sehool dsy, by
the tescher in charge thereof; provided, that whenever there
is 8 general assemblage of school olasses &t the opening of
such sohool day, then instead of such clessroom reading the
principal or teacher in charge of such sssemblage shall
read 8t least five verses from said portion of the Holy Bible,
or ocause the same to be read, in the presence of the scholars,
gs herein directed, School laws, 1921. p. 88,

Pennsylvania - Sec. 3901. That 8¢ lesst 10 versmes from the
Holy e snall be read or osused to be read, without comment
gt the opening of each and every public school by the tesgher
in eharge; Provided, That where any teacher has other teschers
under and subject to direotion, then the teacher exercising
this suthority shall resd the Holy Bible, or ocause it to be
read, ag herein directed.

Sec. 3902, That if any school teascher whose duty it shall
be to read the Bible or cssuse it to be resd, &s directed in
this set, shall fail or omit to 4o =mo, said school teacher
shall, upon charges preferred for such failure and omission
and proof of the same before the governing board of the
school, be discharged. Sehool laws, 192l. p. 201.

Tennessee - S¢a., 1., That at least ten verses from the Holy
BibTe shall be read or coused to be read, without somment,

a% the opening of esch and every pudlie school upon esch

and every school day, by the teacher in charge; provided the
teacher does not read the same chapier more than twloe during
the same session; provided that any teacher has other teasshers
under and subjeet to direetion, then the teacher exercising
thig suthority shall read the Holy Bible or cause it to be resd
a8 herein directed.

Sec. £, That if any sohool teacher, whosze duty it shasll be
to read the Holy Bible, or cause it to be read, am direoted
in this aet, shall fail or omit to 4o so, s28i1d sohool tescher
ghall, upon charges preferred for such failure and omission
and proof of the same before the governing board of the school,
be discharged.

Sec. &, That pupils mey be excused from the Bible reading
upon the written request of the parents,

Publie School lLaws, 1920, p. 152,
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washington D.C.

Frank W, Ballou
Superintendent of Zohools
Franklin Jdministration Bullding

Yashington, D.G.

Hovembar £3, 1926

¥iss Bins K. Mottt
Ottamwa High ZSchool
Ottupwa, lowa

Hy dear HMiss Hot%:
This is in reply to your note afdressed to this
office und=r date of Hovember 20, 1926, in reference %o
the gpeoial stuldy on "The Pudlie %ﬂ&sai Jourse in Bible.”
Ho provision is made for the study of the Bible
in the ourrioulum of the publioc eohools of this oity. I
am guoting below the yule of the Board of Zducution on

Shall read “Sgation 4. I. Hach teasher shall, ss & part

Bible in of the opening exercises, read, without note
opening or comment, & portion of %he Hible, repest
exercises, the Lord's Prayer, and conduet appropriaste

singing by the pupils.”

Sinoerely yours,
Prank W, Ballou
Buperintendend of Schools
a

Idaho

State of Idaho
Department of Eduontion
Bolise

Hovember 16, 1926

Hisp Sina M. Mottt
621 ®. Wapello
Cttumwa, Iows

Deay Hise Hott:

The Idaho Legislature, sesslion 1925, passed & law whish
renuired the reading of the Bible without comment in all the
sohools of the siute,

This law also provided for the prepesration of & bulletin
containing seleotions from the Ameriean Version of the

Hible by the State Joard of Hducstion.

There ig uno law in Idsho which provides for time tasken from

%ga #ohool day for $eaching the B1ble.
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Sincerely yours,
Isura Butz
Assistant State Supt.
of Publio Instruction

Florids

8%ate of Florida
Department of Publie Instrustion
Tallahassee

Degember 9, 1925

Miss Sina M. Mott,
Hoorsville, H.C.

¥y dear Miss Mott:

Your letter of Degember 2nd, received,

We have 8 State law providing that the Bible shall bs
read, without secterian ocomment, in all of cur solicols,
but the Bible is not teught in ouwr schools aside from this
feature,

Yours very +truly,
J+ o Compton
Chief Clerk.

&, Taws specifiocally Permitting Bible Resding in the Schools,
Indiana ~ 130 The Bible shall not be exoluded from the publie
#Bhools of the State.

Tews Relating to the Public School System, 1917. p. 96.
Jowa - See. 2805, The Bible shall not be excluded from
any publie school or institution in the State; nor shell any
ohild be regquired to read it contrary to the wishes of his
parent or guardisn. School Laws, 1919. p. 69.
Kansas (Oity -~ Sess 163, Ho sectarian or religious doetrine
shall be taught or inouloated im sny of the publie schools
of the eity; bdbut nothing in this seatdon shall bes construed
to prohibit the reading of the Holy Soriptures.

~ Ses. 214, No sectarlan dootrine shall be taught or

inculoated in any of the publioc schools of the olty; but the
Holy Seriptures, without oomment, may be used therein. Iaws
relating %o the Common Sehools, 1920, »p. 64 snd 78,
Horth Dakota - Sea. 1388, The Bible shall not be deeme’ &
seoterian book. It shall not be exeluded from any publie
school. It mey st the option of the teacher be resad inm school
without seotarian ocomment, not to exoeed ten minutes dally,
Ho pupil shall be required to read it or to be present in the
sohool room during the reading thereof contrary to the wishes
of his parents or guerdian or other person having him in charge.
General School laws, 1919, p. 112.
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ﬁklahﬁﬁﬁ - 3e0. 3£9. Ho aestarian ar religiaﬁa asa%rinm ahall

Pe tsught or inouloated in any of the public schools of this

8tate; But nothing in this seotion gshell be construed to . -
prohibit the reading of the Holy Seriptures. School laws 1921, p.ﬁ#
South Dakota - 3ec, 7659. JNo seotarian dosirine may bhe taught

or 1nculoated in any of the publiec sehools of the State, but :

the Bible, without sestarian comment, may be read therein.

ﬁ@z’lgﬂ‘l m‘ﬁﬁ; 1921, pe. 94, '

3., Other Stetes in ¥Whioch tha Stuted Reading of the %ihla 1& the
Publie Schools is not Permitted or Practioced,
Arizona ~ The stete constitution (Art. TI, sea. 7} grehibi%a
Peotarian instruoction in the public schools, end the schiool laws
make 1t unlawful for any public school tescher to "use any
geatarisn or denominationsl beoks, or teach any ssotarisn
dootrine, or conduct any religious exercises in his school.”
The staﬁe board of sducation hes ruled that children should not
be given any religious instruction at school during regular school
nours.
Minnesota - The State constitution prohibits the use of publie
moneys of funds for the "support of schools wherein distinetive
doctrines, oreeds, or tenets of any partioular Christien or
other religious sect are promulgated or taught" and guarantees
freedom of conscience in relizious matters. These constituiionsl
provisions have been interpreted by the attorney genersl of the
State as prohibiting (1) the opening of public schools with a
reciial of the Lord's Preyer, (2) the use of the 3ible in the
ublie sohools, (3) religious imstruotion in publie sechools,
?& the use of the school housze for religious servicses, and
5) wearing the garb of a religious body by public school
teachers while teaoching.
Hevada ~ The State superintendent of publie instruction reports
Thet no Bible reading, except study of references in literature
is allowed in the public schools, The Hevads constitution pro-
vides that any distriet whioh allows "inetruction of sectarian
character” in its sohools may be deprived of its provortion of
the interest of the public sshool fund, and thisg has been
construed as exoluding Bible reading.
E&a ?brk - In & decision rendered June 5, 187Z, Abram B, Weaver,
superintendent of public instrvotion, aa{a: "¥here is
no authsrity in the law to use, as z matter of right, any portion
of the regulsr school hours in oconducting any raligiaus exeroisge,
at which the attendance of the scholars is made compulsory.
On the other hand, there is nothing to prevent the reading of
the Soriptures or the performance of other religious exercises
by the teacher in the presence of such of the scholars as may
attend voluntarily, or by the direction of their parents or
guardisns, 1f it be done before the hour fixed for the opening
of the school or after the dlsmissal of the school.”
On May 27, 1884 3tate Superintendent W. B, Ruggles rendered &
decision @1 like nature.



Seetion 1151 of the charter of Hew York olty permits
Bible resding in the publio schools of that olty.
Weaghington -~ "Ho public money or property shall be
&ppropriated for or applied to any religlous worship, exercise
or instruetion or support of any religious establishment.”
Constitution, Art. 1. seo. 11.

The attorney genersl has rendered an odpinion holding
the stated reading of the Bible to be & religious exercise
within the mesning of this seoction of the constitution.
ﬁ%?@?ﬂﬁ?“&&ﬁﬂr&lts Opinions, 1891-92, p. 142.
Wyoming -~ "o sectarisn instruction, qualifications or tests
hall e imposed, exaoted, aprlied, or in any menner tolersted
1n the =zchools of any gr&a@ or charagter controlled by the
3%tste, nor ghall attendance be reguired at sny religious servioce
therein, nor shall any sectarian tenets or dootrines be taught
or favored in any publio school or institution that may be
established under this constitution.”
Constitution irt, VII, See, 12" 1
Hew Mexiso

State of Hexioo
3apartmnnt of Bdueation
Sante Fe

Hov. 26, 19&6

lige Sina M, Mott,
Ottumwa High School,
Ottumwa, Iowa,

My deny Miss Moti:

We are in receipt of your letter of recent date and
wish to advise that tesmching of the Bible is prohibited in
the public schoels of Hew Mexico by the Constitution.

Yours very truly,
/Isabel lansaster Eokles
State Superintendent
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THE PLANS

A

THE PARCCHIAL SCHOCL AS AN AGENCY
IN GIVING RELIGIOUS ZEDUCATICN
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4. INTROCDUCTION:

We have already noted that religion may be defined
as "eternal life in the midst of %time by the strength of
and under the eyes of God"™, and that the prosess of living
that seternal life may be termed “"education”™, May we not then
gonolude that religion, edusation and life, if they are -
enything, are all one? The religious organizations of the
paet had this unity of 1desls in mind when they established
their educational systems, A few ohurches have held to this
erig%aal idea, namely: the ILutherans, Quskers, Catholies
and Jewg.

A- THE PAROCHIAL SCHOOL SYSTEM DESCRIBED:

Under the laws of the various states snd nation any
- denomination may provide its own system of education, The
government only asks that it finanee its own school, that it
maintain a soholestic standard egqual to that of the pudblio
sohool, and that 1% provide the same length of term as does
the public school. Abiding by the laws, the parochial school
is thus not only able to offer the complete course that is
found in the public school plus religious education but also
has the privilege of selesting its own religious edusational
materiel and of teaching it as the church sees fit, Thie tyrpe
of school may be illustrsted by the following dlagram:

1« Harnsek: What is Christienity? »p. 8.



We notice that the three great tesching agencies in
the 1ife of the ohild, the home, the school and the ghursh,
may then co-operate in placing Christ in the center of the
ehild'e life, that the ohild may mingle with the children
of the other denomination on the playground and at work,
but that he is cut off from the brosdening influence of the
publie sashool. , 5

3. THE ADVANTAGES OF THE PARCCHYAL SCHOOL SYSTEM:

The parochial school, bedasuse it is finenced by its
own denominstion may be established in any state of the Union.
ind in foot we £ind our "St. Joseph’s isosdemies”, "St. Hark's
School” and "Friends' Schools"™ throughout our republie.
Beoause they do finance their own educational systems they
then have the privilege of placing religion in the heart of
their eduoational eurrioulum.

A. THE DISADVANTAGES OF THE PAROCHIAL SCHOOL SYSTEM:

. Although each of the above denominations, the Friends,
the Catholies and the Lutherans, is doing & splendid piece of
work, in that they are keeping the scholastie training equal

to that of the gtate and are also with it giving religiocus
education, we notice that these denominations only number four.
Hore than this we find that they are not able %0 meet all of



i)

their own children., Dr. Athearn stastes that nineteen out

of twenty Jews &nd three out of four Catholles have no religious
education. 1 This shows that although they are meeting & few
very efficiently, 1t is only £ very few. 4ind these few are
deprived of the public schools' broadening influence.

1. Athearn: Charaeter Building in a Demoerzoy. p. 26



46

I1
THE PLANS

B

THE PARALLEL CHURCH SCHOCL AS AN AGENCY
- IN GIVING RELIGICUS  EDUCATICN TO DEMOCRACY
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the publie school, in rooms conveniently near the publie
school, provided, equipped and maintained by churches,

Purposes

The immediaste purpose of the Week~-Day Churoh School
are:
1. To give every ohild definite periods of religlous eduwcation,
Z. To so teach the subjeot and faot of rellaion as to make
them integral parts of the total educational experience of
ehildhood, co-ordinate with all other parts of their experiense.
3, To earry on for children that part of their education whiesh
lies beyond the provinsee of the pudblic sehool.
4, To effect more extensive ume of ochurch faoilities and
gpecially trained religious leaders by extending their use
and their work through all the week.
5., To segure ocommunity co-cperation in the provision and use
of designed buildings, faoilities and speoially tralned workers,
6§ To integrate into actusl 1ife the things for which religion
stands,

The ultimate purpose of the Week~-Day Chursh School is %o
prepare the next generation with those motives snd idesls and
habits whieh will helyp that generation to will and effeot &
better world, one more sonformsble to the Christian idesl, a
soslety of loving, co-operating good will, ’

Relationships , ,

The Week~Day Church S3chool operstes simultaneously with
the publie schools in the buildings provided and equipped by the
ohurche#. Under conditions agreed upon by public school snd
church school suthorities, pupils &t the written request of
parents and with the approval of the publie school prinsipsl
mey be relessed from certsin pudlie school exercises two
periods each week to attend a ohurch sehool, sBush absence

not to retard the pupil's progress in the publie school.

Churches Provide--
1. Teaohers to meet the standard of regquirements msintained
by the City Board of Zducation for admitting teachers to
teaching positions in the eity public schools, and in addition
meet the reguirements of the City Board of Religious Eduestion.
2. Rooms oonveniently near publiec school, adequately equipped
for relizious education.
3., SBuffiolent funds %o meet the expenses of the school.

Organization and Control--City Beard of
Religious Education.

The Birmingham Sunday School Council through its
Eduoation Cogmittee shall constitute a City Board of Religilous
Eduoation to formulate general policies, standerds, courses of
study, supervise and determine &ll nuestions of so~-ordination
with the publie sohools and to handle such other metters as may
affect the general operation, promotion and control of Week-
Day Chureh Schools.
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Community Board of Religious Education

The pastor, Sunday School superintendent and two persons
from eagh co-operating ohurch in the community, together with
three othexr persons elected by the committee from st large,
shall constitute s Community Board of Religious Education.

The offiocers of the Community Board shall be a President,
a Vige-President, a Seoretary, a Treasurer and such other
offieers as the Board may desire,

The Exeoutive Seoretary of the Birmingham ZSunday Schoel
Council shall be ex officloc member of the community board.

The regular meetinge of the Community Board shall be monthly.

The President, Vige~President, Segretary and Treasurer,
together with three other members ez the Community Board
shall constitute an Exeocutive Committee Yo ocondust such
gnainaeg 88 may need sotion between regular meetings of the
a083rd4.

It shall be the duty of the Community Board to employ
teaghers, provide places and equipment for achools, secure
funde, pey bills and oonduot sush other business as nay
properly come before it.

The President of the Uommunity Board shall be &8 menber of
the Eduoation Committes of the Birmingham Sundsy School
Council,

The report was adopted as a tentastive working basis,

It was the Jjulgment of the group also that the Five
Points community wnulﬁ be the best locstion for the first
school, and it is with the feeling that & new sy is dswning
in the rsligians life of Birminghem that the announsement of
the opening of this sehool is authorized.

Approved by the Birmingham Boerd of Edueation, January 18,
1944,

) Week Day URurohl SORools were 1n sucoessful
operation 1u tha nnasea 3tates last year, Birminghesm is
therefore taking her place slongside thg cities of Amerios
in the matter of Religious Edusation.”

At the opening of the sohool year a letter and & asrd
is ziven to the child to take home, sn example of which is
the following:

“Sﬁﬂwﬁ‘ﬁlﬁﬁaﬁxﬁ WEEK DAY CHURCH S0HOOL
- 2014 Hagnolis Ave,

Cotober 9, 1924.
To the Patrons of South Highland Grammayr School:-

On next Tuesday, Ootober 14, the South Highlend
Week«Day Church School will begin agaiﬁ and will be open to
all children above the second grade.

The sghool is promoted and finanoced by the
Highlands Methodist, Independent Presbyterian, 8t. Mary's
Episcopal and 3Southside Baptist Churches.
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The teachers, lliss Haney Smper snd Mrs, Zthel
Love)oy Cox, have been oarefully seleated and have besn ‘
approved by Dr. C. Z, Glenn and the Community Governing Board.
They are well trained, both in public =ohool and Sunday Sehool
work, and bring to their tasks the powers of devout ohristian
women.,

The following oourses will be taught:

Grade 111 "Pleasing God by Right Doing"
N ] "Tales of Golden Deeds"”
" v "Stories of the Beginnings"
" "Jesus, the Iight of the Worlda"®
: viI "Heroes of the Faith"

VIII  "Iiving at our Best"

We should be glad to have your ohild enrell, If
you so desire, 111 in and sign the attsohed oard, send it
to Mr. Young and he will arrange the hours and days for the
slagses, The oourses will not demand home study and easch ¢hild
will enroll for two thirty minute periods & week of Bible

Teaohing,
Cordially and sineerely yours,
Fulton B. Clark.
Chairman Community CGoverning Board.”
The Cerd:

"PARBHNTS' REQUEST

To the Public School FPrinecipsi:

I hereby request that be releassed from
school for two thirty minute perlods per week zor religious
instruction, by permission of the Publisc School Board,

Relesse Granted
Hot Granted

Yrineipey ‘ “Parentegusrdlen

L - -

CHURCH AND SUNDAY SCHOOT AFFILIATION

TParentTe Uhuron ATFiliation)

(Perente ' Lddress)

; A third sheet, which seems to be & report for the yewr
of 1924~1925, is also intensely i 1tipns and
; g 3 8als % 1y interes tigg 1ery vgégﬁk%g“

53,8 29780, J1HFEIoL PR SARE B Sontony 857 o8



Birminghem Week Day Church Schools.

1934*1?31.

ﬁ&g%lanaa West End Ens,.H.5, Total
Enrollment 457 523 265 12458
Churchez participatins 4 b 9 18
. " represented 28 27 41 26
Denominations * 10 12 7 29
Total cost 638,12 486,28 821.03
Days Taught 60 24 65
Length of olass period 30 min., 60 min. 45 min,
Ho, Hrs., tsught easch chilado iz b 4
Cost per pupil per hr. &.?i 74 12.1¢

S et T2

Bduoational Committee Recommendations.

lzt. That the requirements for all teschers in the
Week Day Church Schools of Birminghem be the same as for
teachers in the oity publie schoole, together with sueh other
requirements as losal Boards of Rﬁligiaaa Eduoation may demend.

2nd. That in the High Sohools oredit be given for
courees in Religlous Lducation the same as for other sudjects
taken the spame number of hours per week.

Srd. That oredit now issued in the High Sehools for
Sunday Sohool Attendance be discontinued ag seon as courses
in Religiouns HEduocation are made available.”

Hoting the strong features of this school, we will
turn north and sse what OGary, Indians, 1is doing in har Parallel
Chureh Sehools, A splendid aﬁaarigtian of 4t is found in the
following letter:

"BOARD OF RELIGIOUS ZDUCATION
Gary, Indiana
Hayy “lizahath Abernethy
Superintendent of ﬁaaﬁnniﬁy Churaeh Schools
Office
YeloCuho Building
Telephone Gary 2214

Desember 2, 1925

Mise Sina ¥, Mottt
Hooresville ‘
Horth Cerolins,

Hy dear Miss Mott:~ ,

Your letter of Degember lst is at hand. Our olasses
in Religious Edueation are open to 8ll the pupils from the
first grede through the High School students. We give oredit



howeveyr, only to the High Sohool students and they must take
the Bible Course put out by the state. Our grade pupils ocome
during the regular school day but they lose no eredit for
soming, 20 in one sense they receive coredit, but it does not
go toward their grades., We find that pupils below High School
are not very much ooncerned about extrs oredit, ;

8. This year we have over 4800 children enrolled, This
will be very much inoreased by the first of the year when we
open three more centers. ‘

3. Ve have a Board of Religious Edueation which eleots
its own Superintendent and teaching staff, Centers are opened
nesr as many publio schools as the budget permita, At five
centers churoch buildings are used, in three places we use
gettlement houses, 8% one our own builldings; and temporarily
at two publlieo school bulldings we are using a room in the
publie school building.

4, We are using & oourse whioh we are working out
ourselves, For several yesrs after the orgsnization of our
community work in 1917 we used the oourses workef out here
salled the Gery Lesson Ieaflets. They were entirely Bible
Courses with the exaeption of some missionary lessons., While
they gave the ochildren some Bible information we felt, after
using them for two or three years, that they were not productive
of as many resulits in charscgter as we wished., For the last two
or three years we have been working out 2 new course., Starting
with the ohild's experiences in his every day relationships
we bring to besr on these experienses all the material, Bibliesl
and otherwise, which will help him to discover for himself
what is Christian conduct in these various situstione. The
shildren are getting all the Bible material whieh is within
their comprehension, but it ocomes to them in a more vital
way, than when it was given purely historieally.

Our eighth grade pupils sre teking & historicsl course
in the 014 Testament and our Hdigh School pupils are taking &
course in both 0ld and Few Testament,

This new ocourse ig not yet in any permenent xarmg we
are filling in the detallz of an outline from month to month.

S8ingerely |
Mary E, X?@rnathy“

From the study of these two, together with numerous
others we arrive at the following consclusions:

The Parallel Churol School is maintained for the
purpose of giving religious education, thue completing the
education given in the Publis School,

It may or meg not be held during school hours,

It 1e held in the building provided and equipped by
the churches,

It is taught by leaders hired by the church,
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The material, with a few exceptions, used, le that selected
by the churah.
Thig solution may be 1llustrated thus:

powe

We notioce here that the home, the ohurch and the
parallel chureh school may co-operste in plsoing religion in
the center of the ohild's life. One great guestion which
arises ie: Should the home and the pudblie school, together
with soelety, fall %o co-operate may we not have materialism
rather than religion at the genter?



Z. THE ADVANTAGES OF THE PARALLEL CHURCH SCHOOL:

This solution has received wide acoeptanse, begsuse
provided 1t is given outside the public school hours, it may
together with the paroohial schoeol be sdopted in any state
in the Unlon. Thesze two solutions alone solve the problem
for those states whose laws gpecifically designate that no
Bible be given in the publie school.

Inasmuch 88 the church finsnoes ita own religious
instruotion it may teach that whiech it deems advisable end
have no fear that the ohild is influenoced by the religious
dogma of other dsnominations,

Horeover this solution presents the advantage of
having religious instruction included in the child's educational
1ife in such & way that the child still has the opportunity of
mingling with the children of all failths in the public sohool.
Begause of these advantages we have lined up behind this move-
ment our foremost religicus edusators, Dr. Athearn of Boston,
Dr. Coe of Union Seminary and Dr. Bower of Chicago University.

4, THE DISADVANTAGES OF THE PARALIEL CHURCH SCHOOL:
Splendid and ocomplete ag this system is, we find

as we study into it that 1% also has its dissdvantages, the
fundamentsal one being the breaking up of the unit of education.

PHYSICAL

SOCIAL

VOCATIONAL Ly, 4pe FUBLIC
PARALIEL offers V8. IETELILEOTUAL SCHOOL
CRURCH SPIRITUAL / AESTHETIC -
SCHOOL MORAL

I% 12 no longer & unit with the spiritual the center
and potent phase, but & twofold education, and therefore a
two~-fo0ld 1ife which resolves into one for making & living and
gﬁ; for living the abundent Christ life - bueiness vs., Christ
€.

Aside from this great disadvantage we have growing
out of the divided life or education the problem of separate
finaneing - the public school and the parallel chureh schools.
And beocawuse the public school draws from the ocombined pudblie



treagury is able to put forth the best in buildings, methods and

professionally trained teaghers:

On the other hand, the parallel

church schools, because they draw from variously sized and moneyed
congregations, are unable, &t present at any rate, to compete with
the publiec school, The result of the measurement in the mind of

the child may be illustrated thus:

PARALIEYL, CHURCH SCHCOLS

1. Provided with:
a, Little or no eguipment
b. Poor methods
6. Few or no professionally
trained teachers

2. Offering:
Spiritual eduestion.
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PUBLIC SCHOOL

l. Provided with:
8. MNodern equipnment
be Best methods
6« Frofessionally trained
teaghers.

£, Offering: (
a. Physical
b, Social
¢+ Vocational
4. Intelleotual
e. Aesthetio
b 4N Kﬂrﬁl

education

This is ¥ruly a reml problem becsuse the ohild is likely to measure
the value of the two lives by the standard, that the more important
is taught by the better trained teachers in the better eguipped
buildings. That ohild which happens to be & member of s small
denomination which is finanoially unable to compete with the publie
school is likely to draw the conclusion that the grest goml in life
is tne Ysocial living in the American Democracy. This is good as
far as it goes; but the spiritualization of life is also hecessary

for complete living.®I

I. Horne H.H: Conference.

Of course we will find that in many of our
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neighborhoods that all of the protestant churches are uniting to
glve religious education, but we are sorry ito learn that there are
meny neighborhoods in whioh dhurch factions would prohibit this.
But at best we would need three parallel institutions: the Jewish,
the Catholic and the Protestant. So we will conclude that along
with the advantages the parallel church school presents two very
grsve disadvantages: first, that of breaking the unit of education
and second, that of presenting to the child's mind & distorted
value of the different phases of life becesuse the oprortunity to
offer them is unusual.
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THE CHURCH GIVING RELIGIQUS EDUCATICN UNDER
THE DIRECTION OF THE PUBLIC SCHOCL




|. INPRODUCTION: -

A traveler from the South tells of & conversation whieh
took place while riding along with a negro &s he went to haul
logs. Coming to a little oreek, Rastus began talking to his
horses, "Ge up her Presbeeteerean, dat am no ribber. GCet out of
dere, Baptist, you all wet nuf. Lead em up Love, lead em up."

Hearing these commands with meny similar ones, the
traveler asked, "Would you mind telling me why you named your
horses those partiecular names?"

"Wny I oalls 'em these er nsmes?" Rastus replied
"I tells you all. You all sees this er one I hit? He done lika
de water so I ealls him Baptist. But that der one, with the
white ear, he well work all de day in de rain but won't step in
‘de oreek, 80 I oslls him Presbeebeerean, Sut up ﬂhth@diat you
done told why you oalled Methodist with you all singing.”

"But why 4o you call the head one Love?" the traveler
1nquiraa.

Rastus turned on his traveler with a look of surprise
anﬁ answered, "Can't you sll see dat, why when she aint dere a
leading dem in to work dey all stand and kiek."

- & BRIEF DESCRIPIION OF THE PLAN:

As Love, the white horse, lesds the others into pulling
the ocommon load, 80 love for ohildren has led many of our denomina-
tions to co-operate with each other &and with the state in gilving
religious education to the children. In this united effort the
state reserves the right to select the material and give the
examination, but 1t permits the various denominations to tescsh
the material aes they wish. This plan has been followed by
communities in several of our states, particularly FHorth and South
Dakota, Montana, Indiana, Colorado, iﬁaim and Virginia., Concerning
the regulations regarding coredit givan in Bible, Mr, John 31@#:1@&.
superintendent of schools for the State of Montana, says:

"SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
Helena, Montena

John Dietrich
Superintendent



Miss Sina M. Mott,
Mooresville, N.C.

My dear Madam:

Permit me to say in reply to your favor of regent
date in whioch you refer to Bible work in our schools, that we do
not do this work under the suspices of the school. The work is
taken up by the churches and oredit is given for work when properly
done under our rules.

Respeotfully,
John Dietrich.”

On the first page of their pamphlet entitled
- "Regulations and 8yllabus of Bible Study" we &ind their regulations
and inasmuch &s they are gulte typleal of those sent out by other
states let us study thenm.

"STATEMENT AND REGULATIOKNS

The Regulations and Syllabus oontained herein are the
result of muoh study and experimentation on the subject since the
- first pioneer work tn Bible Study for the high sohool oredit,
begun in the year of 1910 in the State Teachers' College, OGreely,
Colorado. Since Hovember, 1912, the supervision of ¢this work
has been under & Joint Committee representing the Colorado
Eduostion Assooiation and the Colorado Sunday School Associstion.
In Montena, the Colorado Syllabus has been sdopted entirely; the
regulations have been adopted with minor ochanges.

THE PIAN OF BIBLE STUDY.

The plan provides for four year's elestive scourse of
Bible study for pupils of high school rank which shall be adapted
to their unfolding life and closely ocorrelated with the curriculum
of the high school, This course is to be given by the various
churches - Hebrew, Catholic and Protestent alike - at the church
school hour or at any other suitable time during the week. Two
or more shurches, so¢ desiring, mey co-operate in common alasses,
Suitable ocertificates are to be given to pupils who complete the
oourse or any of the unite in it; and arrangements are to be made
with the local high schools to acoept these certificates for eredits
on the requirements for graduation,

WITHIN THE LAW

This plan is in harmony with the constitution snd the law
of the State of Montena., The instruction is given by competent
teachers at some convenient time for Bible study in the various




various churches of the state, and 1s usually resognized for
eredit in the high schools of the state., Thus, every churesh,
under certain regulations given below, is free to impart instruc~ :
tion to its own children according to its own ocanons of interpretation.

REQUIREMENTS POR TEACHERS
' Since oredit is given for this Bible Study toward
graduation from the high school, it is neogesssry for tesohers
of Bible study classes to conform to the recognized standard
for high school teachers, namely: "The minimum scholastio
attainment of high school teachers shall be equivslent 4o
graduation from a college belonging to the North Central
Assoeiation of Colleges and 3Secondary Sghools, inoluding special
training in the subjeots they teach."™ 1If doubt exists conoerning
the gualifioations of any individual to teach 2 olass, the Joint
Committee will be glad to render its opinion if the individual's
-goholastio attainments are filed with the committee.

EMENT S FOR PUPIIS

Pupils desiring to do work in these Bible Study ‘
classes should be eligidble to membershiy in an aceredited high sahool,
although it 18 not necessary that they be students, and should
expeot to conform to all high school requirements oconcerning .
attendance, deportment, recitation and general attitude towara
learning and culture,

REQUIREMENTS POR RECITATIONRS

All Bible Study olasses should be provided with spparate
rooms, Reoltations shonld be not less than forty-five minutes
longz, and be f£ree from noise or other interruption., The pupils
should be provided with desks or tables, blackboards, a Bible
dictionary and other reference works that may from time to time
be recommended by the loeal superintendent., The walls should
be hung with maps of Palestine, the aneient world, and the Romsn
Empire, in the time of Christ,

REQUIREMENTS FOR CREDIT

The unit of oredit shall be that presdribed in the
standards of the HNorth Centrasl iAssociation, namely: Forty reoita-
tions of forty-five minutes each in a year for a period of four
years, There should be a minimum of one hour of study on eash
assigned lesson. Fraotional oredits mey be allowed on the game
bagis. Fifteen units of oredit are necessary for entrance at
the University of Montana. As muoh oredit is therefore given
for this work as for & similar amount of work in the regulsar
high school courses., The pupil's grade for each semester shall
be determined on the following basis: 1, Attendange; 2., Reoita-
tions; 3, Written work; 4. Finasl Semester Examinations,

FIRAL EXAMINATIONS

Final examinations shall be given at the end of essh
semester's work., Questions for these examinations are prepared by
the State Board of Zducational Examiners, or by someone appointed
by this Board to do so., The examinations will be held by the
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County Board of Educational Examiners at the time that sighth

grude exsminations are held. The Examination papers will be

greded by the State Board of Zduoational Exeminers or by someone
appointed by this Board to 4o so., 4n examination fee of twenty-
five cents will be oharged each one %tsking the examination,

this money %46 be used for the purpose of defraying the expenses

of the examination. After the papers are marked, the grafles will

be forwarded to the Seoretary of the Joint Committee, who will
forward them to esch olass tescher., These examination merks will

be used by the olass teuoher together with the grades on recitations
end written work in determining the finel semester grade, The finel
semester grads of each pupil shall then be filed with the losal high
school suthorities and with the Seoretary of the Joint Commities,
and each pupil shall be given & suitable certifiocste showing the
work done and the grades earned,

REGISTRATICH OF CLASSES

In order to seoure uniformity in the work, olasses thmt
are organized are asked %o régister with the Sedretary of the Joint
Committee on & blank provided for that purpose and mecured from
him by request., 4 new registration blank is %o be filled out for
each nemester, There is no rezistration fae,

SOMT PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATIOHNS

Before wrganizing for 3ible Study in any community, egrest
eare should be taken to forestall opposition &nd oriticism. Talk
with sny one who may not understand the plan or who may be aprrehensive
of inoressed gestarian differences; asnd if that be possible enlist
their support. The supervision of the Joint Committee in co-operstion
with & respongible looal church officer, the gualificutions required
of teschers, and the well-guarded written examinations, insure &
falr degree of excellence in the work a&nd of eansaqnﬁn% trugtworthi~
ness in the certiflontes., The plan regpeocts the integrity of all
ghurch oreeds and rituals, beosuse it leaves every churoh free %o
geleot its own teschers &and to give its own interpretation of the
Bible., OUn the other hand, 1t foments no seetarien differences,
being more likely to soften or remove them, beosuse it enlists all
g?giah@s in & high common cause, 2 sound and growing regard for the
- -

ORE ¥WAY POR IEAUGURATIEG THE PLaN

(a) The ocourse of study, a2 prepared and furnished by
the Joint Committes, should be mubmitted to the loocal school
superintendent and hile written approvel secured for oredit toward
“high sohool graduation.

{b) Seleat tesmchers who measure up to the required
standards of the Horth Central Assosiations (mee requirements for
Teachers) and submit their nemes to the superintendent of sohools
and the prineipal of the loosl high sohoel for thelir amprroval,

If the teachers belong to the staff of the schools of these offigers,
their acceptadbllity is proctioslly assured.
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{(¢) Classes should be organized by personally eanvessing
8ll secessible young people in the community who have completed
the eizhth grude in the publie sohools, ineluding particularly
thoze who heve soltually entered high schoel. In meking this
canvass, speoisl emphusies should de place? upen the practiesl
value e§ Bible knowledge, and upon the incomparable rank of the
Bible in the literature of the world, . '

The above regulations are those, with & fow nmoldifi-
ocations, governing the use of the Syllabdue ot Bible Study for
high sohool orefit in the 3%tate of Colorade, and have bheen
adopted by the State Board of Zdunestion of Hontana.,” )

It may be well for us to notice that these regulstions
refer not only %o this plan, dut to all plans which alm to0 have the
oredit earned in their courses ascepted by the publie sehool.
However, it may be given in oconnection with this solution inssmueh
ag thie plan is eatablished with the ides of giving religious
education for aredit in the publie high school, ,

inssmuoch ae the stste leaves 1% %0 the ohureh to temoh
the relizious eduocstion, we find in some looalities that the cshureh
does 1%t on Sunday or on week days in 1ie own bulldings, while in
other loanazlitles the ohurch sends & teacher into the publie zchool.
In one osse the pudblio school is placing & hand over the chureh
end in the other ithe ohurch ie placing her hanld over the publie
gohool. They may be 1llustrated thus:
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B ADVANTAGES OF THE TLAN:

3. THE

By thus bringing zha sehool and the church closer togethery
;; axgi§§iag1ag the two lives cleser together in the mind of

2 ¢ *

The church 8%11l in the fact that she is tesching the
religious education, hes the opportunity to interpret it as
she gees fit, yet an the other hand, the state inesmuch ap
she selecta the materisl and gives %@a examinstions is telling
the child what she believes to be importani. Singe the teacher
knows that the pupil will be exaemined on gertsin meteriesl she
ill hersel? lay atress on the material selected by the state.

4. 1nE DISADVARTAGES OF THE PLAR

A
Although this solution does bring the two lives of the
ehild closer it has not merged the gosnl of making

a living into
that of living the Chriet 1lifes In falling to do this it has
not placed before the child o single gosl in 1life.

Horeover, inssmmch as there asre two divisions, there is
8tilil the ?raklmm of separate finencing. ¥We s8%ill have the
different corpe of workers to train and support and the separate
buildinge to finance,

There may come also in type B another grest disadvantase,
that ie, the church workers may bring into the democratic 1ife
of the school denominaticnal controversies and thua ereste
oprosition and hard feelings. ©f the one hundred sixteen sehools
from Indisns, reporting that they had Bible in thelyr currioulum
only nine reported that they had hed any oprosition bvefore it
wag adopted and only ten reported that they hed had sines, These
complainte in brief are:

One because one mother thought the aa%riaﬁlﬁw overloaded.

Three begaouse ministers were teaching inetional basis,

Three because minieters were sfreid that aamﬁ@mﬁ ¢lse might
tesch on denominational baselis.
Two beeasuse the tescher proved %o be incompetent,
One did4 not tell why. '
af' one might wish t0 know what they had to say so I will include
a fow:

Areada: "The Geyman Imtheran church in this commnity does

1ot wish ite members to enroll in this course., Opposed to
any religious inetruetion in the rublic school.”
ﬁaaﬁl&a«g "Some opposition on the psrt of the Catholie priest
mThersn ninisters Cleim that Zible gannot be taught
wi%h&at introdusing sectarian beliefs.” A :
@r@a&wi@wa "The idea that Bible was taught by various ministeras
g ng by monthe was not liked.”

Hazeret : "Ministers of the eity took chsrge of the clasees
aﬁ iir%ﬁ, There wes opposition to this, How the classves are
$aken care of by regular teschers in the system. o opprosition.”

¢t BPoes not have Pible now because: "I am told the
§§a§?aeﬁzaa was given by loeal ministers without compensation
80 the death of the business was not surprising.

On the other hand ljontpelier wishes to pul Bible into the
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curricnlum but: "The opposition has always come from
ministers. A retired minieter is opposed and usually able
to have s follower or two,

¥hat, then, shall we say in conclusion, our msin sourge of
opposition lles with the ministers? FHot that, for we have cne
hundred sixz loocelities where the ministers caused no opposition,
but this, that if love to serve does not lead them to go-oOperate
"they ell stsnd and kick"s 4 1little osrtoon in the Midlend
Sehoole 1illustrates the polint,

AN EXAMPLE OF CO-OPERATION
(Heads Together)
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BIRLE 1IN THE PUBLIC SCHOCL

BIBLE CLASS 5A—South School

The Mooresville Schools May 1926
NORTH OAROLINA
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HTRODUCTICH:

#We have seen thet democragy needs the Hible in hey
educational system. ©5he needs it not only in the home, where
it iz not being eufficlently emphasised, in the church where
at present only a mesger thirty-seven percent sre attending
but also in the third educationsl institution, the school,

Parthermore we have seen, that although the Parochial
school esolves the problem for s few, it is a very few; that

o the Parallel church School solves it in that it gives religious
sdueation and etill keepe the chureh meparete from the state
but in doing this it is creating e double goal in the life of
the child; that our third solution brought the two gosls nearey
together yot did not merge them; and so now, we come to our
fourth solution - that of placing Christ in the center of the
child's 1ifeo by putting the Bible in the home, the church snd
the publie sghool,

A. THE FPURPOSE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN THE YUBLIC SCHOOL:

In order that we may have a g¢lesar understanding of what
we mean by religious teaschinz in the public school, let us
study the alme of raii§iaaa education from three view pointe:
. that of a leader im religious education, that of the ecity
- superintendents who have put the Bible into their educational

curriculum, and that of our youth who are asking for a religious

edugation, Pirset, the siwms of religlove eduocation, a8 a lender

in religious education see# them tc be, are well set forth in

the features which Dr, Ellwood says will characterise the positive

religion necded oo badly today:

le "It will be trensfused and transformed by the method of
modern science, Fositive relizion will not etress the
theological side of life and of religion ss the vital thing
in religious 1life, rather it will minimisze it.

2e It will be socials 1% will throw the emphasis where Jesus
threw 1t, upon the relations of men to one another rather

- than upon theologiesl doctrine, '

ds It will be individusl in that it will affirm the preciounss
ness of the individusl soul.

4, It will be aggrescive in 1ts methods of dealing with evil .
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6o It will be oconstructive and affirmative rather than negative.
6, It will be tolerant in all matters of religious beliefs
and practices for it will share the supreme falth that all
that truth needs to estsblish itself is s fair field and
~ npo favors.” 1
The aims which the various ¢ity euperintendents gave may be
summarized 88 followe:
l, To offset the woeful ignorance of the Book of Books.
2+ To offset the neglect of the home and the failure of the
chureh t0 supply the need,
2+ To0 greate a desire for Sunday School and church work.
4, To aoquaint the pupile with some of the gresat charsocters
of history.
B+ To sogquaint them with the beet literature.
6¢ To esteblish & high code of ethice and stands
7+« To bring s closer relationship with God.
8+ To developr charangter for fature citigzenship.
9« To complete our currioculum of education. 2
The boys and girle have similer aime, we will notice, but
express them in more specific terms.
ls To bring a better spirit into high school.
2« To help cut out petiy s@a&igp
Gs To bring the spirit of loyalty into the High School.
4. To help us take every smbjeot with more seriousness,
6. 7o help us aprpreciate good 1literature.
6, To be able to distinguish Laszarus from Peter.
7+« To help us see something good in every human being.
8+ T0 help ue be more friendly. “
9. To help us to decide what to attend and with whom to aszcelate,.
10, To teach us to think more of the other members of the family.
11, To bg more to our brothers and sisters as Jesus wee %o hie
PeOpLIG. '
12+ To help ue in controlling our tempers.
13, 70 help ue in church and Sunday School work.
. 14+ 70 make God and the Bible more resl,.
16, To understand why people worship Goded
From these it would seem that our high school youthe are
interested in s positive religion, the problem of putting the
Chrinst 1life into every day 1life, It is well represented in
gome of the posters handed in the other day. One poster showed
that "Jesus ¢ome not to be served but to serve as lawyer, dootor,
comrade, teacher, minister, Savior: I, also, came not to be
served but to serve a® B homemaker, leader, comrade, teacher.”
4 second, "God ealled Hoses from leading sheepr to leading people,
Gideon from thrashing grain to thrashing the Uidians, Hatthew
from gathering money 0 gathering dste for the first gospel,
Zimon from fishing fish to fishing men, from what will he ecall
me?" 2 thirdys"The FPamily of Ged”, They are not problems of
]. ENwoed: Reconstraction of Relipron p~137
%, Response from a questiomnaire sent to the superintendents of
200 Indisna city schools.
D ﬁwsgﬁaaa from the questionnaire sent to 2000 pupils in the
High Sehoocls of Indiana.

rd of morale.
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theology or of ereeds whioch students bring up, but:

"Hay I give ny notebook to another to copy?"

"#hat characteriges a strong personality?”

"7hat field of sexvice shall I enters”

"How c¢an I present *Loyslty' {n Zpworth leegue?”

"How shall I teach the story of Elisha in my Sunday School?™
Students plead for an every day religlion for an every day life,
really the whole substance of an education,

3. BIBLE STUDY IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOL DEPINED:

How, when woe speak of Bible study in the publioc school, we
mean Bible Study which follows the eyllabus put out by the state,
taught in the public school in publie school hours and by publie
sghool teachers.s It i@ well $0 keep in mind this distinetion,
for we are them on the one side completing the edugational
opportunities of our youth, on the other side not confusing the
state and the echurch, 4s shown sbove in the the religion
which the beys end girle wish to gain while at public school im
the positive religion of service, of putting Christ into every
day life. Thus the public aghaai ig only interested in that
positive religion and leaves t0 the church the gquestion of oreeds,
dogmas and theology.

Agcording to the responses received from the questiocnnaire
some schools offer a oourse in Bible once a week over the periocd
of four years. However, the majority are offering one semeater
course in (ld Testament and One in Jew Testament reciting five
times a week, Thus the Bible receives scholsstic basis and -
oredit a8 Letin or Algebra.

4 THE ADVADTAGES OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOL PLAN:

Let us place firat the ammzirg faet that the church and the
, Btate are separate., dJeparate, in that inssmuch a8 the home has
its own religious education and the ¢hurch has ite religious
education in her own time and taught by her own teachers so also
ig the public school teasching thet religious education which isg
neededto complete her curriculum, 7To the question, "what if the
teacher brings in dencminational controversies?” let us snswer
by asking a counter question, "Hhat usua.ly happens when s teacher
fails to know her fleld of serviece?"” we see then thet the problem
18 not shall we permit & Baptiet or a Unitarien to teach, but,
does the teacher know the fleld of religlous education. ia she
acquaintsd with the religion of serviece, with the Christ 1ife?
Second, we are, by ineluding the Bible in our gurriculum,
merging the zoal of making a living into that of living
abundantly. Horeover, insemuch a8 the financing religious
education is done by the #tate, the state csn azsk that the tescher
be a3 well prepared as any other, end thet her equipment be eoqual
to that of any other.department.  'By so doing the boy and girl no
longer have their religious educstion set off on the one side,
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a8 a thing of less importance, but a pert of their every day

life ae iz mathematics and English, In some logalities, we

find that it tskes a long time for the prejudice created

sgainst the "goody, goody boy” to die down, but it is an
encouraging famet that the responses sent in by the olity supere
intendenta from the State of Indianas, that twenty~five percent

of the requests for Pible came from ihﬁ boys and girls themselves,

% THE DISADVANTAGES OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOL PLAN:

Ideal as this solution is, it toc has ite disadvanteges.
Firet, should the state require religious educstion and then
p@rmi% the state salaried teacher to bring denominationsl
dogmae and greeds into the demooratic public sehool, it would
then contradict the prineiple of democracy.

Thie disadventage leads to another, whioh is: If religious
education is required of all, s tescher will be required which
might necessitate hiring one who i® not qualified to do it.

The teacher of religious eduoation in the publie school must
know her field, end not only know what lles in it but also what
lies out.”'"If she 18 tempted to enter the fleld of the chureh,
she should change her field of service to that of the church,

Begause of the vest importence of these objections, should
they srive, 1t would be far better to facd the probability of
meoting them and admit that thie solution is the idesl sclution
for only those neighborhoods which are homogensous in charsoter
and harmonioue in atmosphere, and which keep Bible on the elective
basie, Should a neighborheod be unable 10 meet these conditions
it would be far better to adopt one of the other solutions,

O« THE PLAN AT HORE:

4 large emount of our publiec sehools {particularly im Horth
and Seuth Dakots, lowa, Indlana, Xensas, Colorade, Montans and
Virginia) aaeap%ing the above gonditions, have included Bidble in
their eddcationsl ourriculum. In doing this they are endeavoring
to unify the seven phases of life, which are the seven of education.
Just as the learmer will employ the three elements of subject
matter - the faotors which make up the situation, the idens and
knowledge goined from the Legrner's past experience, and the
past experiences of others - in all the other eix pheses of life
0 will he in hie spiritusl life, Just a8 he uses physies or
chemistry a8 past experiences in the intellectual phase, 80 will
he use the Zible in the spiritual phase of life, His education
thus becomes complete life, and the school 18 go-operating with
the other five institutions
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This plan may be illustrated thus:
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This solution of the problem is growing in popularity and
effectivenesa, Trofessoy D.3,.Vright, hesd of the Biblical ;
depertment at lowa State Teschers' College, reported in the 1927
Teacheras'! Convention that "One hundred thirty-two high schoole
in Iows are glving eredit for Bible utudy®. 1 The mumber of
pupils pursuing such courses is four thousand three hundred
ninety-four. In twelve schoovls these ¢ourses are conducted

by pastora, eight e¢ity superintendents and sizty-sight teachers
are listed ss lesding in the work in other schools,while many
others have not reported definlitely on their methods., Hesulte
were recorded ss "good” to “"splendid”,

%#e have alresdy sesn that 0f the one hundred sizteen
sghools of Indiensa, which reported that they had Bible, only
eleven had hed any objeetions, the rest gave statements of
comnendations as:

Atwood: "Wo, instesd much preise by school officlels snd patrons,”
Jeedsvilie: "He, it has proved to be one of the most populsy
- oourses in school even if it 18 not s snap coured.
Tarents and studenis seonm well pleased.,”
Comnersville: "o, on the other hand the work ie spproved and

Trebune Mov. 3.0921.

I. Wr;gh‘?‘.' Des Mo;h‘.ﬂv
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urged by many people, Fe have classes &ﬁﬁtiﬁxﬂ%ﬁl&;
Students @f’all denominations are enrolled. The parents
approve.”
&ﬁArgtgﬁi *1 have never inown of any objectlion either
prior to its sdoption or subseguentliy., 7The cgourse in
ﬂlﬁ Testament and New Teutament were entirely optional,
The Catholie g@&a&% objeeted to some members of that
dencmination taking the work. Moet of them dropped outl
ut some came back to the alaa@; %@ have had Jews in
the llow Teatament ocourse.”

Puring the past two years we have very mmch
extended this work by introducing classes in all the
grades of the eity. This work is primarily Charsecter
Bluoation but much of the work i based upon the Bible
Stories and Bible teaching,

I may say that Bidle hss been & very popular
gourse, 4 recson in the psst fLor its popularity wse the

- faet that the teacher was ﬁiaﬁ Hartha Js Hidpath, slster
of John Clark kidpath, the historian who had a very
- putstanding personality. Ordinsrily there were about
seventy-five ?ﬁ?ilﬁ in our high school ¢f three hundred
seventy~five,"
'%ﬁﬁﬁ%&?* "7hat made the introduetion of the tesching of
iibie esoy wae the faet that we had in the feoulty e
vury talented and popular teacher of French and Biology
in whom people had mmoh ¢onfidence. ©5he conld handle i
to good mndvantage, snd hae proven herself equsl to the
pecaslon,

Two years sge 1f o high school pupil had gone
down the corridoy aitk & Bible under his arym he would
have been the subjeot 0f some ridicule, low, it i
sonsidered rather a mark of ﬁaltﬁxa and good sense, and
: ne one thinks of offering anythi
- , %e have a €lass daily and &

sohool on ?aaaﬁgy for school aredit.”

Fot beinz contented with Jjust having the expression of the
sghool officials and parents, we went further snd sent out
%w&n£$ double gquestionnakres t¢ the pupilse in thaae Bohools,

ﬂgg@ﬁf these will be found in the %1%11&%@& The responses
on sdded in the fofm of percentages, w&a noticed
t&&% the school either gave & high positive yaa onse oy a hig
negative, The returmed data slso brought cut t fact that in
ftuestionnaire I, Bection V, Cuestion 4, § and 6 are not well
- 8tated for we rﬁeaivwé the three answers; “No", "Yes™, and
*ilrendy s member”. It mizght be that some of %h&”%a’a” would
have been "Already e member” had the pupil thought of it.
Interesting as the percentasges are, the personsl reactions
pmpel one's sttention. PFor convenience sake, they have been
arranged under the following heads: School, 3&&&&@“36&@@1, Chureh,
Eﬁ&ﬁ and Individual Benefit: Por some of these the second
fmestionnaire has given ue the opinion the pupil who 414 not take
Bivle has of the one who eleoted it. @hﬂ@@ will be given under
the Liret name of the pupil who stated it 8o we can, if we wish,

?’
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contrast the opinions of the boys with that of the girim

O-BENEFIT 70 THE SCHOUL by those who elegcted it,
Hary: “I% s.a ve gzmﬁ and shonld be in all schools where
- 4t i@ possible,”
Herle: "It hekgaaa me to think more of High School and to take
every study in school as more serious”,
mxmg "I think thet it should be in every school. I think
TFHat it is good for both the school and the etudenta®.
Merle: "It gave a fesling of greater rﬁaxamimlz%y and there-
fore & person watohes out what passes from one te another”s

* BENEPIT 70 THE BCHOUL by those who d4id not eleet it.
%@ﬁ#é: "The Bible students in their courses discussed nany

£ffioult and undecided things, which were in the minds ;
of my school mates and gave them new and good &n%xgm%ﬁim s
Im*:: ta%% that they have received 2 grest learning whiech I

8 Nno

Tom: "It m showed a M‘ttw spirit”,
i d 1%: "1t certainly has, I think that it is the thing that
ory student should %aka if poseible before their education
is complete”,

b* BEWNEPIT TO THE SUNDAY SCHOOL by those who eleoted it.
harle "learned more in this one year then in meny of my past
ounday School yeara,
20 g_h,z "It tought ue things that we 4id not know and mede us
more intelligent in Sundey Schoel”.

wz "1t has widened to a fw gwatw extent thensi could
nsve gotten in church #t%c., although I am & %@amr attender”,
"1 learned more in %m wwka than I ever knew before”s
"521* I 414 not know Lazarus from DPeter till I studied

Bill t | "My knowledpe wes greatly extended, I did not reslize that
I kmw 80 little.

¢ BENEPIT TO THE CHURCH by thoseo who elegted 1%,

Tom: "A great deal becsuse it makes germons more interesting”.
Seulah: "Yes, becasuse if you don't try to do right when you try
%0 be o Christion someone has s vomarke It gives s bad

impressien for the ohmrch"”.
sara: *'I am able w underestand the sermons belter, able to
Sunday School lesaons better, and e ppregiate
%m ﬁmﬁ af gmﬁ reading end goed litersture”,
Hayy: "iany details were Mmgm out that ﬁmm@ me to converse
" better on the Bible and its subjeote in Sunday Sehool, sll
ehureh aetivities and even in genersl convershtions”,
8 3 ﬁx now understand why people worship God".
gatrige: think that Bible study ie a very loammg atudy.
TR 1_ wml& want 10 make you to listen to the pastors'
sermon on Sunday more then if yon had not token the study. YW
would lieten to see if you had not learned the thinge he mentioned




73

"Chart illustrating the fact that Religious Education in the
Public School can be democratic and undenominational.

St. Mary's
CATHOLTC —=____
St. Patrick's

NAZARERE
Pirst
West End
PRESBYTERAN
Fast End
Benton

CHURCH OF GOD ,
’ A{ﬂ’_,,,—f—First
LUTHERAN St.Paul’'s

CONGREGATIONAL Plymoth
First

Yain Street
HIGH SCHOOL

draws from

DUNEARD

, First
- m/ |
' CHRISTI Davis Street

PENTECOSTAL
___—PFirst

BAPTIST<::::;“~‘\\
Findley Ave
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REEEFIT 70 THE @ﬁﬁ%@%i@? by those who eleoted i%,.
Yelma: "It has m.wn me wmore friends ss I spesk more friendly
to iy friendas," A
1% helped me to see someéthing good in every humen mi@g”

iRezs : nue
Rogrer: "It i good to get ﬁ@g&t}mr and talk about the thinge
’ That we have studied”. ,
Dan: **z%f showed me that tm Bible was & Book not wholly confined
=™ %o the church",
"It helped me on the rsve problem”.
h:  "Bible study tesches you to make the home

and the

ppmni ty betters 1 think that it should be taught more in
tm schools”,
ﬁ: "Yes, I have found myeelf more sble to forgive snd look
on my friends in s more brotherly mamner®.
BLl z}g a?h;g?%% me %o @iﬁk good company and hely those who have
8

OMMUNITY by those who 41d not elect it.

1 :aﬁm and better friends™.
ny "It m&m& yﬁm more loyal to them end be & better friend",
m:  "The influence of such etudents gives a betiter outlosk on
the way life should be. The influence 18 not contaminating
but gives rise to further hopes and ideals”.
Berneds: "To be kind and good t0 every one”,

&/ BENEPIT 70 THE HOME by those who elected it

Yelma: "Yes it makes me more obedlent to my mother, and more
w my brothers and sisters like Jesus was to his people”.
% o | try to be kinder to nmy parents and those around me.
orthes: "This hae csused a fuller discussion of the Bible in

home",
it made ma reciate mra my mother and my fether and
what they have done for meY.

Gladys "%s guite frequently the Bible lesson is discussed

‘ with al:t the members of the family, when formerly it was
not even mentioned in this manner”,

Zlaine: "It teught me to think of the other members of the family".

f BEEEPIT TO THE imwmga by those who elected it

Ese: "70 be more mlfwaamwuﬁw
; ry: "1 got s more definite Chrietianity”,
velma: "It helped me %0 understand the Bible better, It drew me
closer to God, It proved to me that the Bible i 807,
ﬁm%z "It made me think longer before doing a thing, te try
0 overcome some tempiationa”,
"1t deoided where and what I should attend sometimea”,
rill ;*1'!5 has @ very good effect on one's morals and %mm&l

Ruby: “xt ‘oleared up & lot of things that I did not understand
and mande me have s i’irmr belief in Gods I believed it helped
ny temper also.

£ S




Fern: "It shows that people of the Bible ’e:{ma were tempte
T the pame 88 we are",
aix%},a w do not mm the

gdnss "The effeects of the study,
*‘éia“’”'ﬁmﬁw!"’fﬂég%ﬁm will In the future prove to be very bems
efieial"”,

71t nas put me in the :Eﬂﬁliw that I would like %0 resd
and 3&@ the Bible to become s better Christian®.

f» BENEPIT T0 THE INDIVIDUAL by those who 414 not eleot it,

Cloyd: "Be a true friend, not to make the habit of telling
amwhmg someone ¢lse has told me®,

Auns: "My schoolmates seem to aet and say things that help %o
™ uphold the standsrds set by my parents",

Hazel: "y schoolmastes discuss the Ei’ale and it makes me eager

=to learn more 80 I can discuss it too™,

Tom: "They alt geenm more gheerful and less grouchy”.

WMH: "They show a better love, They have & grester mﬁ‘%%mﬁm

of the Bible and prove t0 have more falth in God",

"They Seenm more educated and cultured”.

learn "It has made me a better person although it should have

" made me much better to have taken the course in Bible myself",

@liwm "1t has caused an inorensed liking for those siundentar,s

"I think they they are perfeotly good sports to do so as it

1« only one's right to do duty to his Jod".

lertha: "I think that my schoolmates who have taken Bible are

e Tmproving and I think that it hes helped me aleo”,

% HARM DONE BY UNSUALIPIED TEACHERS

Hey I break into the sequenge of thought here to add the
gmma oriticisms which @eem to fall under the above title®
are:
Helen: "My Bible study 414 not in any wey have any connegtion
with my conversion, becsuse I was ewarta& before, tut it
did wonderfully help me in the deepening of my Spiritusl 1life,
Yot I do think that the individual that tamhﬁa this guide
book should be & ohristians I mean have a change of hearte
not wrapped up in the things of the world. w Bidle teacher
needs to practige the Bible truths more then the studenta, I
think that the %amzwt should be carefully selegted”,
RBighard: "In this that meny that take the course seems hardly
énefited in the :!’mt that they are dlstinetly irreligious,
and I do not wish to have the Bible torn spart, or dissected
in the manng® in which the Books are treated in this course”,
&b&l;i "‘ﬁl};xmﬂt@aﬁa it say that it is & snsp and snaps are not
n ny
jaret: "1 de not think that the students who take the
toke 1t quite serious enough, end I think thie is
waﬁg
Hartin: **m interferes with the morning study, and the teacher
annot explain things clearly enoughl,
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*Don't believe in it when we haven't got & teacher”,
T "Becamse I felt that I would rother teke 1t where it ia
— believed in and practiced, where the one who teaches it
mally understands it and ke@iwaﬁs in tesching it =@ 1% isa,
gzéﬁé would rather take 1t for the good of it than for the
eredit’s

Ho, t00 much gare cannot be taken in the cholige of the .
a}mm#%r of the individual who is to tesch the Bible either in
the public school or in the Jundsy Schools The teagher's life
may Spesk s0 loud that the pupile may not hear or care to
nnderstand her voioce.

7+ CONCLUSION:

Prom the above responses woe find that the study of
the Bible is effeoting and enriching m life of the pupils We
notige not only this, but also that insamuoch ss it beoonmes &
vitel part of his individual 1ife it is transmitted to the other
four iﬁat&m‘%i@m « the home, the church, the community snd the
gl&ay lifes 4And so we have w plaving Blble in the aeﬁtw of

il's school life, iﬁé&& it in the center of his eduostional

mm In other words we haw vitalized his purpose in life. He

is being trained in 1life to live not only HITH R other
individuals, the education that fits Mm 6 13
democracys, Truky, this is the education we wish to affw ‘the
five thousand one hundred forty-#ight mm;a%s and two hundred
- imsigreants who ave ammg t0 us each duys Therefore, we mm’;ﬁ
say that "Demoeracy needs the Bible in %iﬁ'r Publiec Schoole,
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Ae. IHTRODUCTIONS

It will be impomsible in a changling, growing
demooracy to have anything other than a changing and growing
eduoantion, It will, likewise, be impossible to have an educe~
tion which 18 built on experience ever completed. Yet we feel,
as we study God's plan for the universe, that the ultimate goa
for the individusl 1ife is the Christ life and the ultimate
goal for society is the demooracy of Gods 50 we rrogeed to
find pheases which will guide us in the upward, growing,

changing education.
B, ABIDING PHASES 1IE A GROVIDG DEHOCEALY:

%o have seen that there are seven phases of
1life, or educstion: Physical, intellectusl, morsl, aesthetis,
social, vocational end spirituals. ¥We know that each of the
five thousand one hundred and forty-eight infants will grow
and develop, unequally it is true, in each of these seven
phases; and that it is the privilege and duty of our demooracy
to help the ochild grow as nearly a8 possible into the rounded
iife. %e know aleo that in the times to come other infants
will ask for the opportunity to develop thelr seven phases more
nearly as the Christ 1ife developed,

These seven phases in life are ablding, but our
idess snd congeptions of them will grow and our method of
developing them will imrrove a8 our lives become more Christ like
.end onyr demogragy grows into the demosracy of God. Our soglal
vie y become more or less eomplex as 1% spprosches the ideal
but a8 long es there are people there wiil bo a social phase
in our lives, Our bodies may and will demand new methods of
development as new health laws ere dlscovered, but while there is
4 makeriel world there will be & physical phase, There will une
doubtedly come new and vaatly different methods in training the
intellect as our fleld of psychology becomes better known., Our
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ideas of correct moral conduct will raise by the upward pull of
the spiritual phese, The vooatiocnsl phase will expand as we
adopt the sacorifical servige a&ti*&a&a toward our life wﬁrm The
aeuthetic phase will beoome enriched end refined, Yes

1dess concerning these phases ond the methods for &.msi

them will grow and change with the changing demoorsoy.

&, CHAHGING METHODS POR ABIDIEG PHASES:

Enowing gzm the coneeptions of these Seven phases
alter with time and educational growth, we are mk m;wim& %
£ind that there have been a variety *:»:f methods and plans advanged,
‘Sfa'% a8 wo 8tudied them, we have found that they 1 under one

%hem gix types which, brisfly, are:

PLAH HMETHOD ADVARTAGES DISADVANTAGES
Home. Spiritual 4in 1. Has the child in 1. Broken unit in life,
R the home. mont impressionistie 2. Large percentege of
period of 3.1@,. the homes do not give
Other 8ix in &+ Large number of ﬁ}:ﬁ.rﬂu&l edugation.
the publie hours apm& *aafm* the
schoole. influence of the home,

Chareh. iritual in is The church may 1. Broken unit of life.

Smreh the home and t«;m}; her own idess, g: Large percentage ﬁf’
the church. oreeds and dogmas, ¢hildren do not come

under the influence of

Other six 4ih the churoh,
the pudlie 8+ Churches are at
sohool. present poorly equipped.

nl The meven on
“phases ia tﬁm %:g , M’ﬁxﬁ% E:W i‘;;é;ﬁkﬁ Boetety 1n
39&9@1% tench her own ideas 2, Hany
separate 86ho0l8ang use her own ‘afford to keep their
for separate  pethods, oun Bchools,
churchess Zs Ko church is able

%0 get all her own
youth in her own

sohool.
imml in 1. The church may 1. Broken unit of life.
e church school,teach her own 8. Distorted value of
mmr siz in iﬁm&, m»aa the different phases
the publie school.and dogmas brought about by the

unequal opportunities
in offering them,




J & mﬁ geven

in the ﬁb iﬁ
gohool
ohurch t»um
the spiritual
under the direce
tion of the pube
1i¢ schools

Y ome The seven phases
& in the public
26 school

but
ﬁ%augim oreeds
dopmne in the
mre}z

and
both the tesching
and expression in

the home and
soglety.

1. The seven phases
more olosely
£« The churoh may
teagh her own idess,
oreeds snd dogmad.

8+ Better equipment,
4, The public school
may seleot that
material which will
aid the child in
living the abundant
American mﬁgm‘}%

1, Unit education.

8+ The ¢hurch
teach her own maaa,

8, Unit wmaﬁ‘
4. Exgpellent equip~
ment.

ogether.
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1. Hot yet &
united unit of
1ife.

2, Churoh
deoconsions are
likely %90 be
brought inte the
demooratic publie
gchool.

B¢ Distorted
values of the

di ffeorent phases
brought w the
unequal opportunie
ties in aﬁfwm
them.

COEDITICES

1. Harmonious
atmosphere.

£« Homogeneous
neighborhood.

&, Zlective basin.

To oonclude that these sre all the methods which
will ever be would be folly; for ae we develop the newer idea of
- eduontion through experience the am},a system of our public school
will undergzo a decided slteration.

7o conclude nleo that any one of thess would fit m
various situations in ell the communities would also be felly; for

each one of theme methods represents a certain development,
in the history of the progress of educetion,
gschool and it, the parochial school, has played

parochial school,
followed the home

The

& vory important part im the grw@%a of the m&mmﬁ democracy.

It 8till 18 very successful in meny

of our com

munities, and the

attempt to lmpose another mth@& would only eaa m &iawré and

failure.

the paroshial school has been

nities where sociely is more complex
anable to cope with the aitnation.
The existing church factions meke it, at present, unadvissble to

thp% complete education in the m’%&ia sghool, 'and so these
neighborhoods are growing under the W&mx chureh ®chool plan.

Un the other hand there are those homog
sught the vision of the #maa 11 fa and universal brothere
hood, and which, because of existing ¢lroums

have o=

snious neighborhoods whigh
tangee, are able to

offer to their gxﬂwmg youth the whole @:ﬁ' eénmtiea = the rounded

iifm - In doing this they

8re very careful that the spiritual phase

sught with the other #ixz i8 not allowed t0 become seetarian for




q

5

they feel that that side can beel be done under the suepiges
of the church, and also that it is the epirituval which s0
glosely conneots the other six phsses that is needed in the
publie sehool,

: %
D, CONCLUSION:

, we have, in this thesis, shown that democracy expects
her individual members to live 1&%&11i$ﬁﬁ§l? with and for others
that they may bring to all those opportwnities oFf "11f8, liberty .
and pureuit of happiness™, We have also shown that, in order to
live intelligently with snd for others, the individual must have
e unit or rounded education., Thie rounded education, insemmeh
a8 education is l1life, will be education in the seven fold phases
of 1ife: physical, morsl, intellestusl, sveial, sesthetic, vocaw
tional and spiritusl, ¥e have noted thet insemmeh as the
spiritusl ie the vitelising, motiveting phaat, no edugation can
be complete which omite this phase,

Horeover, we found that the subjeet matter whish
was most valusble was that historlieal subject matter which deels
with experiences that will enrich the knowledge and life of the
c¢hild and help him to edjust himself and grow in the society,
One of the best sourees of such subject matter was found t0 be
the Bible, and 80 we have concluded that democracy nesds veligions
odugation, and that religious sducation needs the Bible.

Having coneluded that demcorsey needed the Bible

' in her eduoational curriculum we discovered that the various ways

in which 1t might be introduced fell in four great divisions:
1+ 7The spiritual gi&aﬁ might be taught in the home, and the othey
- 8lx in the public school,

8+ The ﬁgzxi%a&} phase might be teught in the home and the chureh,
and the other six in the publie school.

de¢ All seven phases taught in the ﬁ&%ﬁﬁkﬁﬁl Behools 4

4e The spiritual phase taught in the parallel chureh sg¢hool and

~ the ether smiz in the pudblic echools

6+ 41l seven tauzht in the publie sechool, but the publiec schosl
. seleoting the materisl for the spiritusl, and sllowing the
“ghurch %o teach 1t.

©  Ge ALl seven phases a6 a unlt in the public school with the

co=operation of the home, the church nnd soeiety.
Parthermore, we have found that ss den

coragy is

a ¢§$&§§ﬁg, growing orgenimstion, it calls for a changing, growing
education, that one stage of growth may osll for one method of




education and another for sn entirely different one. BEach new

stage of development of owr imericen demoeracy will bring s new
and better method of religious education which will ald the
¢hild in developing s Christ like 1ife and help our imerican
democracy grow into the demcorsey of God.
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"I AM THE PUBLIC SCHOOL.

I am of many storied stone, soaring above busy
c¢ity thoroughfares, or I am a mere cluster of weather-
beaten boards in & wilderness that is trackless save
for the path to my door.

I am the guardian of the hopes of every
generation, and I am true to my trust.

In me all things are equal; in me are no
distinctions among those who come to me save the
paramount distinction between those who are proud
to serve and those who seek only to be served.

It is my duty not only to teach but equally to
learn to keep perpetually a light uppn my altars,
kindling them forever afresh from the inextinguishable
flame that burns in every human heart, The sacred fires
of love of freedom and love of country, for as 1
succeed America succeeds.

I AM THE PUBLIC SCHOOL.™

National Republic
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2. Suestionneire to the High School pupils, Who had Eleeoted
Bible, in the High Schoole of Indiana.
#., Cuestionnaire to the High School pupils, Who had not Elected
Bible, in the Uigh Schoole of Indiana.




BIBLE STUDY IN THE PUBLIC SCHOGL

Questionnaire

1. Name

II. Address

[II. For whatlength of time did you pursue the public school course in Bible study?

T Semester 57.9 % 2 Semesters 27.5 %

Iv. Whatwould sou say w&e%n your c%e the affects in g%%ral of such study?
Greater Understanding 27.2% Better Life I15.I%

Spiritual Value 16. I% Understand the sermons3.3%
Literary Value 8.7% Great Value 2I.I%

- V. Specifically, will you kindly answer the following questions?

w 1. Were you more faithful in performing the work in your Bible class because

it was Bible vou were studying? ,
Same 7. 8%
¥o. 29.%
To xﬁ& exfégh‘t%vas your kaowledge of the Bible widened?
Greater Understanding 66.%  Questions Answered 2.8%
Hebrew History I4.2% None 8%
Church Histor¥
3. Was the desire for furt
No. 7.6%
Yes 92.3% .
. Did your Bible study have anything to do with your joining the charch?
Already one 4I.7%
No 52.9%

Or \%%? vOuy attendanégagémrch services?
ready . 7

No 46.3
. Or %1?1}? A ypersona?%c}ﬁ%y in the program of Church?
6

ro

I6, T
er study of the Bible increased?

B

I

6
No. S54.
Yes 40.,9%
7. Or with your personal integrity?
No 30.2%
Yes 69.2%
8. Or with your general social relationships?
No 35,9
Yes Qé.I%
9. Or with your home relationships?
o | gg.% More obdient .87
es . More dear o2
10. Was your study of the Bible in Jthri.s class in any wagé connected with your
o 31.%
converggﬁ or the deepen?l?g’ %our spiritual life?
No. o 4%

Yes 14.2%




II.

L

IV.

(%Y
~1

-

BIBLE STUDY INTHE PUBLIC SCHOOL

Questionnaire

Name

Address

What were your reasons for not electing the public school course in Bible

study? Full course 35.9% Not offered now 3.4%
Time 20.2% Freshman 2.4%
Did not care to 8.8% Intend to 2., %
Others more beneficial 18.3% Too Difficult I.7%
Schedule 6.1% No Reason 1.4%
Bible in S.S.3.6% Did not need credit .7%

Already taken 3.4%

Were these reasons suggested to you by the
No one 78.%

1. Influence of the church?
To take 6.2%
Not to take 3.5%

. Inﬂuenqﬁ c;)f _Ez%(rehome? 6 %
Not to take 5.I%

3. Influence of your echoolmates?

To take 5.%
Not to take 3.8%%

Specifically will you kindly answe» the following questions,

1. To what extent have you pursued the study of Bible in Sunday school?

Regular 39.5%
Some 54.2?

2. Has thisggﬁl?enced %oilié.géitude toward the public school course?
el
Yes 38.4%

3. To what ﬁ(et%rh‘tflég t&%s;tg%y of the Bible been pursued in your home?
Some 66. % Mother .5%

None 1.% For S.5 6.7%
4. Do you f%%gchag it hag 2ir:féq72nced your attitude toward the public school course?
Yes 42.8%

5. In what way has your sccial relationships with scheolmates who have pursued the

public school course in Bible influenced your attitude?
Nome 6X.8%
Yes I. I%
To Take 34.5%
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