THIRTY STUDIES IN
REPRESENTATIVE LEADERS OF ISRAEL )
FOR BOYS IN JUNIOR WIDDLE SCHOOLS IN CHINA

by

Elsa YManget Logan
Bs B4, Vesleyan CGollege

R— & THESIS

Submitted in Partial Fulfillment
of the Reguirements for the Degree of

BACHELOR OF SACRED THEOLOGY

in the Biblicel Seminary
in New York
1933

RIBLICAL SCHOBL OF
THEULOGY LIBRARY
_ HATFIELD, PAx 0.

S 24003






PREFACE

In the fall of 1932 the Biblical Seminary received from

a missionary in China a letter requesting the preparation
of a course on the 0ld Testament for use in the mission
schools of that country. The course was to consist of
thirty lessons for pupils in the Junior Middle Schools.
This matter was presented to a group of students in the
Biblical Seminary of which the writer was a member, and

the following lessons represent her attempt to fulfil the

missionary's request,

Two qualifications of the writer justify her attempt to
undertake this work, She was born in China and played as

a c¢hild with Chinese chilldren; and for the past five years
she has been teaching Bible classes in a school for mission-
aries®! c¢hildren in the Orient. Some of the glasses in the
0l1d Testament at this school have been composed of adoles-
cents, the age-group for which the present lessons are in-
tended., The need for a course such as the present one was
indicated thus by the missionary who requested it:

"The government does not ellow the Bible taught in
school hours, but we have voluntary Bible classes meet-
ing Sunday mornings. This 1s the usual condition
throughout China. There 1s a good supply of Chinese
text-books available on the life of Christ, but not so
much on the Acts and Epistles, and still léss on the
014 Testament. Indeed, many Chinese Christians have
New Testaments, but not Bibles. 1In most churches the
01d Testament is a good deal neglected."”

The aim of the present course, to quote an exgression
often used by Dr, W, W, White is to promote "the intelli-
gent and affectionaﬁe uge® of the 01d Testament by the
students for whom the lessons are designed.

The method by which it is hoped to realige this aim may
be stated thus: The stimulation of recourse to the
records in the 01d Testament by the student himself, The
writer shares the convietion held by the Biblical Seminary
that a student brought into direct and vital contact with
the Scriptures cannot fail to have his interest awakened.
In order to bring the student into this kind of contact
with the Scriptures, definite readings are assigned and
numerous questions asked which will stimulate curilosity
and send the student delving into the Biblical materisl
itself for answers., It is bope& that the inductive
method used will offget to a great extent the didactic
sttifiude so characteristic of the average Chinese teacher
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of religion., As Professor Garman of Amherst has said,
the important thing in education is "not what we can
give the student, but What we can induce him to get and
give his estimate of "

There is a strong feeling these days that Bible iteaching
for c¢hildren should not be materiasl.centered; as these
lessons are, A very definite attempt has been made, how-
ever, to relate the material studied to the everyday life
situations and interests of the pupils, such as family
relationships, school activities, and national customs,
Chinese proverbs are used occaslonally to lend flavor,
since as Plopper s Ys they are the common heritage of all
classes of Chinese, Animated maps are given with many
of the lessons to explain and add 1life to otherwise mean-
ingless geographical data.? And it will be seen by what
is said in the next paragraph that a dominant interest in
the lives of Chinese school children has been kept in mind
in the gelection of the Biblical material to be studied,
Although, then, they appear to be entirely materiale
centered, it will be seen that these lessons are not un-
related te the 1life and intsrests of the pupils.

How, a word as to the basis on which the selection of
material has been made, At the present time the school
in China is the hotbed of the most rampant nationalism,
This interest has been capitalized in these lessons by
placing emphasis upon the development of Israel as a
nation under the guldance of a God-inspired and God-
directed leadershlp, from Abraham to Nehemlah. Ten
strategic men have been chosen, and the largest amount
of gpace has been given %o tbe two who led Israel during
her critical formative periods: Meses and David, The
Messianic note has been stressed, and is used as the
climax of the last lesson and of the whole course,

As regards procedure, the lessons are self-teaching.

A student who follaws them through thoughtfully will
really need very little outside help., Provided the
pupils prepare week by week, the teacher?s chief funec-
tion will be to guilde class discussiona. And if the
basic agssumption of this course is correct--that direct
and vital contact with the Seriptures will swesken inter-

L L @ ® 2 L

1. Chinese Religion as Seen Through the Proverbdb, p.2.

2. These maps have been frankly adapted from The Graphic
Bible, by Lewis Browne (The Maemillan Co., New York,
1928).; When the present lessons are translated, the
maps will be changed by Chinese artists so as 6 avold
violation of the copyright.
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est in them~-~then thére should be no failure on the part
of the pupils to prepare their lessons at least to the
extent of reading the material assigned, The teacher who
has prepared carefully himself, to the point of reading
21l suggested as well as aasigne@ passages (except of
course when whole books are suggested), can scarcely fail
to make his elass interesting. He will by his own en-
thusiasm, stimulate his class to a xeen desire to share
with each other what they have gotten out of their study
of the lesson., The expressional activities guggested
occasionally, such as dramatization and story-telling,
ghould also contribubte to the vitalizing of the course.

In @ eparing this course, boys rather than girls have
been uppermost in the writer's mind, and therefore the
course is named as it is, However, there are very few
places in the lessons where the interests of boys c¢lash
with those of girls to the exelusion of the latter. In
teaching girls a lesson on Ruth might be included some-
where, perhaps in the form of a veluntar? dramatization,
in order to make them feel as if women had some part in
the life of 014 Testament days., It would be well to
stress Buth's connection with David and the Christ,

The lessons presented in thls course have come oult of a
fresh first-hand study of the 0ld Testament., The writer
trustes that some of the inspiration which she herself re-
ceived in the process of preparing them may have cormuni-
cated itself to the pages which follow, And should these
studies prove to be helpful in challenging the youth of
China to consider and respond to God's claim on their
lives, she will feel amply repaid.

The Biblieal Seminary in New York
New York, N. ¥.
April 1, 1953
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THIRTY STUDIES IN
REPRESENTATIVE LEADERS OF ISRABL
FOR BOYS IN JUNIOR MIDDLE SCHOOLS IN CHINA



Lesson 1 Introduction
 INTRODUOTION

Yhat 4re These Lessons?

A Word About the Bible ~

You are about to begln the study of a hook which is called
the Holy Volume, Yet this is not one book at all, but is
made up of many paris, writbten by differsnt men at differ-
ent times, If you look ingide the cover of your Bible,
you will find there a list of the books in it., You will
also Pind thet it is divided into bwo main sections, call-
ed the 014 Testament and the How Tesbament, Many of you
have already studied the Life of Christ, and perhaps the
doks of the Apostles also, and so you already know thatb
the Few Tesbtament begins with the coming of Christ. Bub
you probably have not had much chance to gbudy the 0ld
Tegtament yet. It ig in order to help you in your study
of the 014 Testament that this little book h&s been pre-
pared. ’

Beginning the study of a strange book ig like wisiting a
strange city, You know how lost you feel when you zo to
a city for the firgst time, especially if it is very large.
If you have a map of the eity, with the streets clearly
marked, you know what a great help it is in finding your
way around. And if yauth&v@ a list of the most important
shops or inbteresting places marked on this map, this makes
it easier 8till $0 go where you wish.

Suppose you wanted to visit ﬁaiping, for instance, and had
only a certain amount of time in which %o see the most ime
portant places there., You would appreciate 1%, would you
not, if a Pfriend were to may to you, "Now, here ave ten
places which I consider the most immeytant in Peiping, and
I suggest that you vigit them'? He would probably choose
such well-known sizhis as the @emgl& of Heaven, the Albar
of ﬁ&ayﬁn, the Vinter Palace, the Summer Palace, the Drag-
on Seveen, the Imperial Fuseums in ﬁﬁ@ 0ld Forbidden Sity,
the Hall of Classics, Coal Hill, the Harble Boat, and the
Jade Buddha. If you had no fri@ﬁ&, you would grebably
eonsult a zuide book.

¥ow, after having visited these, you would know Peiping
fairly well, even thouzh yau.haé not visited a8l1lli of the
eity. Your friends would of course bell you of other
points of interest, and you might find out from gulde
books many other places that you would like Ho vigit ir
you had time, or if you veturned later. MNost people en-

.



legson I Introduction

Joy finding interesting places by exglarxﬂm aleaﬁ, &139,
aﬁ& g0 you would keep thig in mind for a later visit,

Purpose of These legsons

The legsons in bals course are trying to do for you in
the great unexplored book of the Uld Tesbament what your
friend or a gulde book would do for you in an unexplored
elty. They will introduce you t0 ten important people in
this great book. After you have finlshed them, you will
feel ag if yow know the 01d Tesbtament fairly well, even
though you may nobt have read all of i%. Tike the friends
and guide books of @hiﬁh we gpoke above, these lessons
suzgest obther places in the 01ld Testament which you will
enjoy visiting: &ﬁ@?~ﬁa will also wish %o take urins of
your own into paris of the 014 Tegtament which are perhaps
not even menmbtioned in these lessons, in order to see what
interesting stories and beaubiful thoushbs you mey find.

A good gulde book sugzests inberesting things to notice

in the places Yo which it directs you. It does not usual-
1y contain many phagagr&ghg of those places, because Hthat
is not necessary, since you are zoing to see them yourself.
0f course, if you never have a chance %to visit Peiping,
you can sbill find a zveat deal of pleasure in looking at
photographs of places theres Bub interesting as %ﬁey aTe,
these photographs san never give you a full idea of the
beauty of the places they yia%mr@, There are some books
about the 014 Teabament and the people in it which tell
the stories of the Bible, and you never need 1o have a
Bible in your hands at all to read fthese books. They are
like photograph albums. The lessons in this course, how-
ever, are a peal zulds book, becavse they send you to the
014 Tesbament itself, and ask you o vread from it, and o
observe what you read. The sbories as they ave written
in your 014 Testament are far more alive and beautiful
than any of the attempts which people have made to rvewrite
them, People less forbunate than you perhaps need to have
the sta?iea in simpler form, bub you are old ewangh.anﬁ
have enough education to underatand them just as they are
in the Bible. It may be bthat you will be able to interest
obhers who cannod even read by belling them bthese Bible
stories afber you have svuﬁia& %ﬁam yourselves,

People You Will Heebt in These Ilessons

Tn the stories which you are going to read, you will meet
people who lived hundreds of years ago. Vet you will find
them in many ways very much like the people you know to-




Tesson I Inbroduction

&ay. 7411 within the four seass are brothers®,l you know.
Some of them will be very young, obthers mush oldey. Some
you will admire, obhers you will not. Bulb moving through
all these stories of 4iflferent people you will discern

one Person; and you will find that this Pevson is the One
wno bindg all these stories bogether. The Bible ig the
Book About Gopd. Open your Bible to the Ffirst verse of the
first book, and you will find God there; and Ee ig present
all the way bthroughe

%@tﬁ@ﬁ and Material of These lessonsg

TPing that these lessons do nobt begin with the
fir%ﬁ ﬁﬂagﬁer of the first book in the 0ld Testament.
Since we have only thirbty short lessons in which to do

our exploring, we have Ho choose what we shall study. And
80 we are begluning with the story of the Jewish or Hebrew
nation, the nation which God chose through whom to tell
the world asbout Himself. Before you begin the stories in
the lessong you may wish to read the Tirat eleven chapbers
of this first book of the Bible, Geneslis. You will find
them full of in%@res%g

When you begin studying bthe lessons, you will of eourse
want firet of all ta read before you come o class the
parts which are suggested at the beginning of sach. Then
you will find in ﬁh@ rest of the legson gquestions and int-
eresting things to notice aboubt what you have read. Often
there will be suggestions about other readlng, also, as

we have said. And there are meps to help y@u with the
hard nomes of places. To sbudy one of these lessons may
take gome %ime at Tirsi: but you would nob be in a volun~
tary Bible claes unless you wanted to find oub somebhing
about the Bible; snd so you will want to do whatever you
cant 1o mke the classes intevesiing, AY flrst you nay
find it a 1ittle hard o look up the chaplers and verses
asked for in the discussions, bub don't be discouraged.

"4 hundred things are havd at first."2 You will soon
find that it is great fun hunbing up verses., 4nd you
will find that t@e most inderesting classes are the clagses
for which you have prepmred besbt. You know the proverb,
"Every man gets what he cultivates."® This ls true in the
gtudy of %ﬁ@ Bible perhapg more bthan in the study of any

® & 5 e & 8

1+ Cs H. Plopper, Chinese Religion as Seen Through the
Proverb, D &, no. L.

2. Common Chinese proverb,

3. Plopper, op. ¢its, pe 284, no. 1863,

e



Tesson I Introduction

other book., And so, as you begln the study of %his WOXLs
derful Book, may you find fov 3an§selﬁ the greatesd
vawarﬁ**may the God whom you meed in 1% k@ﬁ@m& y@nm very
cloge Friend,

A Chart to Help You

In the c¢hart which follows, you will see the 66 books of
the Bible grouped btogebher accoxiing to the diffevent
kindg of writing in them. The names of the ten men whom
you will mﬁs@ in these legsons are given wiilh the books
in which you will be doing some of your reading aboulb
them. Sines you will be asked to turn to eaf%aiﬁ chape
ters and verses in the Hew Testament In some of the
lessons, the Hew Tesbament books axe alse given on this
charts You will find that it will help you a zreat desl
in your atnﬁy to learn the names ol all the %e@ks in the
Bible in the order in which they come. Chinese children
gem@ral3y have very good memories, and =o perhays you
will not Find it so hard to learn the names of bthese
books. You might have a contest in your class to see who
can learn them sll firsts If you 4o not learn them, you
will have to keep looking baok at the table of conbents
2t the beginning of your Bible bo find verses in other
books, and that will tske a zreet deal of time; so 1t will
really save time to learn the books of %he Bible now.
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Lesson IX Abraham - A
ABRAHAM
The Father of A Great Fation

Reading: Genesis 11:2Y - 12:9

Introduction

Don't 16t 81l these names and places frighten you when you
first meet them. You are not supposed to remember them
all!l Tet's see what there is aboubt this story that you
ean find oub.

A Pamilly NMoves |

You notice that the story starbts with a family, living in
a cerdain elty, Just as you and your family are living in
a ¢ity or ?illage nevw. Who 4o you bthink was the mogt ime
portant member of this family? Ve can usually tell the
most important person in a shtoxy by the number of tinmes
hig name is mentioned.

Row look at the map, and find where this Tamily lived.
Then see if you can find the countyy to which they decided
?a &.} Pid the Pfamily met there? How far 4id they get?
11:381 '

When people decide to go on a Journey, tﬁay usually have
8 very zood reasons. Travel in the days of Abram was by
camel caravan, as it is tad&y in Tibebt and Mongolia, and
was gslow and dangerous. We know that Ur was a city where
many gods were worshipped. Abram's family left the cliy
beaausa they wanted Hto zet away from the worship of these
false zods. You found out from 11: 21 that the family daid
not reaah the place where they were going. They stopped
long before they arcvived, But what happened Lo Abram in
the place where they stopped, Hawan? You will nolice that
the name given o the true God is Jehowvah. gamehaw Abram
was not haypy living in Harsn. He remembered that Canaan
was the place to vhich the family had first meant o gos
One day the true God, Jehovah, commanded Abram to go on.

Look again at 11:31, and compare it with 12:5. What kind
of man was Abram compared with his father?

A Ew:;mi s8¢ ig Given

' 5 again bo see what Jehovah prcmiseﬂ Abram. Yas
%nis 9;amisa %9 Abram Jjust for himself and his children?
Or do you think Ching and America and obher nations were
meant by God when He sald that Y"all the families of the
earth" would be blessed by the naition that Abram was Ho

B
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Lessopn II Abraham -« A

found? Turn over to the New Testament, to the fourth book,
the Gospel by John, and read in 8:56 @ba% Jegusg said abeui
Abram, Then turn t0 the firet verse of the Pirst chapber
of the Hew Tesbament, in the Gospel by Matthew, and see
whose son Jesus ig called there. Now, do you begin to see
how imporbtant this promise to Abram was?

In oxrder toc become the Tather of & great nabtion, Abram of
course had to have a son. DLook in 11:30 to see whether or
not he had one at this time, Then look in 12:4 to gee how
old Abram wag when this promise wasg glven to hime. Do you
think it was eagy for him to belleve that he would become
the father of & great nation? You notice in 12:7% that God
again mekes this promise %o him; and 1f you will turn to
13:15-18, you will gee anobher time when God ropeatbed the
promise, In our next lesson we shall find out aboubl the
son through whom Abram became the father of a great nabion.

There 1s one more interesting fact aboub Abram. 3ee if
you ean Tind it by looking gar@fuliy at 12:7, 12:8 and
13:7, What do you find heve aboub Abram's feeling for the
true God, Jehowvah, who had commended him to leave his kin-
dred an& who hed given him such a great promige? Vhen
Christians worship this same btrue God in hymns and prayer,
they are doing very much the same thing as Abram 4id here.
They are saying that they believe on this God, and that
they thank Him for what He has done Por them, and tha

they will pemember Him. ;

You have perhaps seen pilcitures of the beantiful Altar of
Heaven in Pelping,., This was buillt by an Imperor who wish-
ed to worship Shangeti. When there is worship and love

in our hearts, we must find some way to show it, must we
not? Hew do you show your love for youy @ar@nus? How do
you think boys and girls who aceept God as thely Fathew,
through Jesus their Savior, can show their worship of w&@
in bheir lives?

b



Legson 11T Abrahem « B
ABRAHAM
Zhe Father's Helr

Beading: Genesis 17:1-21
Introduction

In our firet lesson we found thet CGod promised iAbranm that
he would be the father of a great natlion, and that nation
would have the land of Cansan as thelr home. Todsy we ave
g@ing to hear more about the promlse of the son thyough
whom Abram was golng bto become great.

The Promise is Repeated

You vemember $hat Abram was 756 years old when he left
Hayan 4o obey God'sg cell to go inbto the land of Canasn.
You also vemember that Abram and Sarai had no son when
they moved o Cansan. How vead 15:1-3. How was Abran
beginning to feel aboubt this son who was promised? You
 know how often 2 man in China will adopt a son when he
has no son of his own. Vell, &br&m,aeaﬁaa 46 wonder 1f
he was o begome great through adopbing Bliezer, & serv-
ant born in his own houses Read God's answer o Abram,
in %ﬁ:&«ﬁa How Aid Abram feel alter this h@&uﬁifﬁi DrOm-
ige

The Promige is Delayed ;

We 4o not know exactly how loug Abram end Saral had been
in Jensan when the yramisa you have just read was given;
but if you will look now in 16:1-4, you will see how many
years they had been in Capsan and still had no son, How
old wag Abpam by this time? Ten years is a long time to
wait for a son, espoeially when g man is getting o0ld; and
g0 Tinally Sarail decided thatl ghe could wait no lamgers
and told Abrsm bo take a& concubine. OF course, as in
China, the concubine's son would be counted ag Sarai'sg
own. In this case the conoubine was only an amah! Im
17:4-6 you read sbout the unbhappiness in Abvam's housew
hold after this. You may be intersated to read the stowy
that follows in verses 7-14 also. Verse 10 tells aboutb
the son of the amah being borns How old wag Abram when
thiz child was bown? How do you think he felt aboult the
haby?

The Promise is Repeated Again
At the beginning oi Ihe reading Tor today, how old is
Abram? Then how many yesrs had it been since God's first

promige te kim that he should become the father of a great

e



Lesson IIT | ‘ Abraham « B

nation? If you compare 16:16 and 17:1, you will find that
there had been 13 years in Abram's 1i¢a when we have no
record of God's speaking b0 hime These 18 years began
with bhe birth of the amah’s son. Now God again speaks to
Abram, and you have read the story of the wonderful prome
igse., Notice these intervesbing facts aboubt this story:

1. 4 Name is Changed

Abran's name ig changed. @hen you were small, you had a

rilk name” which was used 8% home. DBub when you sharted
to sehool, you changed your name, dldn't you? Phis change
in your name meant that same%ﬁiﬁ@ imporbtant was hsppening
in your life. Now, Abram means anlﬁaﬁ Pather, and that

was a Tine name., Bub God gave Abram & new name, Abraham,
which mesng Father of a malma@uﬁeg

+ An Agpeement is Sismed
@a& talg Abraham bthat he was to do %am@ﬁhiﬂg %ﬁi& time,
Trom that time on, all the sons of ibrsham were to be
known by a special sign, which wag %hﬁ gign of clireuncige
ion. (17: %al&3, You see, God and Abrahan were making an
agreement at bhis time, ﬁﬁﬁ instead of §u$tivw g ghenp on
paper, with seals, &g we do in China and ag psople 4o in
other countries, they signed in ancther way. This agrvee~
ment $het was signed belween Abrsham snd God was called a
covenant. God's way of signing was the birth of a son to
Abraham, which you will read =boub next time, Abrsham's
gign wag made in the Tlesh of his son Ishmael, the son of
the amah, and the obher males of his household., This was
a very wonderful and unusual way of signing an agreement,
wasn't 147 A piece of paper with seals on 1t may be thrﬂ%ﬁ
away and forgobten, or los¥, bub a sign made on living
flesh Prom father o son w&ul@ keep God's grealt promige
o Abraham from ever being Fforgobten, i1f every father was
careful to keep his par% of the covenant. Today in the
eity of Hew York in America, where there are aboub three
million Jews, "sons of Abwahanm', the baby boys are siill
eiroumciged on the eighth day, and it has been aboub 4000
yeanrs sinee the promise was given bto Abraham by God,

Fow, look at 17:17 and see how Abraham acted when he found
%h&% it wag not Ishmamel, the amah’s son, bub a gon which
arah should bear, who was 0 be the ehi&& throvgh whom
the great nation should comés How old was Abraham's wife
now? {(Hobice that her name had also been cghanzed, o
Sarah, which means Princess.)s How 4id she act when she

% & % & 9 @

1y Mavginal reading, Genesis 17:5, American 3tandard Version.
2. Ibid., CGenesis 17:15H.
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heard the news aboub a8 son? You will find the answer
30 this in 18:9=15., Do you blame these btwe old peodle,
one 99 and one 90, for finding it hard o believe God's
promise abt flred? Tum oo %&e Tew Tegtament, Yo the Iete
ter to the ﬁ&%w@wsa 11:11, and yead whal a man sald aboutb
2000 years later. You gee that even though Sarah doubied
at first, she belleved afberwards. How do we kuow that
Abprahen also believed God's promise? Doesn't it take faith
?a slign g? agreement first yourself, as Abraham 4id?
&?zsﬁma " ’ ’

God would like bo make a h@?@ﬁ&ﬁﬁ wilith each of usgs Heé ol

fers us ebernsl 1ife ag His part of the promise i we arve
willing to aeee@t Jesus as Saviow, on our parbd. {John 3:16)

wDua
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ABRAHAM

The Pather's Ssorifice

Reading: Genesis 21:1-8
22:1-19

Intr@@a@ti@n

2Pt Abraham and Sarab lasst btime with the promise of a
son within a year, after 24 years of @aitiﬁg for God's
first promise o be fulfilled, Today's shories are hoth
ghout that son. .

A Baby is Born
¥ou know what great joy there is in a family in China
when a baby boy is bomm. fan you imagine how Abraham and
Sayah feld when their firet gson was bornl You remember
in the last lesson you read that the name of this baby boy
weg given before he was born. Yhat was his neme to bhe? In
the Chinese thils name does not mean anything, bub in the
Hebrew langusge in which it was given it meant Isughter.
Now look back at 31:5-7. There you will find two zood
reagong for the b&hy $0 have been named Iaushter. What
are these bwo reasong? How do you suppose Abraham and
Sarah felt when they remembered that they had laughed at
God's promise of this 1ittle new son of theirs? Do you
know any ohildren whose nemes show how glad their pavents
weye when they were born?

Tou remember that we vead last time ahout a covenant hew

tween God and Abrsham. We said that God's way of signing

that covenant wee the birth of the promised son. What was

Abrahan’s way of showing that he btrusted God's promise?

gbw %Q&% he f@lfll his mard of the covenant after Isaac is
orn

If you have time, you will be interested in veading the
rest of the story of the amsh's son, Ishmael, 21:9-281.
Don't forget this boy's name, because we shall notlee 1t
in a 1atar lesson. Don't you think it would have been
much better for Abrahanm and Sarah o have waited uwntil
God sent them thelr own 1ittle son whom He had promised?
When people do things in too great a hurry, they are of-
ten sorry afterwardss You see haw Sarah treated Ishmael's
mem@r, Hagar.

4 Smewifice is Asked

How, atter &b years of waiting since God's firxst promise
o him, Abraham has bhis son, @ha is 0 be his helir, 1lit-
tl@ Lavghber, or Isaac, as he is called in the story. How

~10w
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does Abrsham show hls pride in thig baby boy? (21:8). You
gsee, in Abraham's time that was a way of showing happiness,
Just as it is today in China. Bub one day God tests Abrahsn
agein. You have read chapber B28.: After walbing 85 years
to give him this son, God now asks Abraham to give up the
boy! Notice how Abraham obeys. 3ee if you can find a single
word of refusal or complaining in the whole story. ILook at
22:3 and see how long it was before Abraham obeyed., How do
you think Abraham felﬁ when 1iitle Iaughber asked him aboud
the lamb? How did Abraham's answer to the boy's guestion
cons %ru@? The name Jehovah-Jjireh means Jehovah will pro-
yide.

How did Abraham’s obedience please God? (22:12, 15-18).

How 4id God reward Abrahan? Compare 22:17, 18 Wiﬁh 15:5
and 12:5, It ig said that there are now in the world some
eleven million Jews, descendants of Abraham. Bub they are
not the ovnes throuzh whom the nations of the earth are
beingz blest. Abvaham's great Son, Jesus, is that one. IF
you are in a Christian school studying, it is because of
this great Son of ALbraham, who was also God's only begob-
ten Jon. This brings Abrsham very near you, dossn'd it?
It was because this man dared to believe in the one brue
God, and dared %o leave hig Temily =and move into a strange
laﬁﬁ, and dared to believe God's promise to him of a son,
and wag willing to sacpkifice even that one beloved son,
that God chose him to be the founder of the race of people
who should tell the world sboub Himself, and from whomn
shouwld ocome the Javior, Jesus Christ.

Turn again to the Letter to the Hebrews, and read what is
said about Abraham in 11:8-12 and 17-1%, ¥What word is
used very often here about Abraham?

There is one thing said aboub Abraham in the Bible which
ig sald sbout no oOther man. Tuwrn Ho the prophesy of
Igaiah, and you will find in 41:8 the wonderful nawme given
to ﬁhr&h&m by God. Turn now to the Letter of James, im
the How Tesbament, and see what you find in 2:25. vhat
d4id Abrshom do to deserve thils title. Would you not like
t0 have such a name?

Choose any of the following things aboub Abraham which
you admire: ‘
Obhedience Taith Courage
1. Marginal reading, Genesis 22:14, American Standard
Tersion,

I e



Lesmon IV Abraham ~ €

Try for a week to follow out whalt you have chosen, and
perhaps you will bell each other in the class next week
how well you each gsupceeded.
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JOSEPH
¥hy & Iad Teft Home

Reading: Genesis 37
39

Introduction
We are gzoing te shtudy sbout a %ay today who was the great-
grandson of Abraham, You remember that Abraham's son was
called Issae, or Iaughter., Well, he had twin sons, one
of whom wag oalled Jacob. You would enjoy readlng aboub
these men. If you have %ime, read these stories:
Genesis 24 Isasc Gebts a Vife

25:19-34 Isgasc and his Twin Song, Jacob and Bsau

a7 The “uarrel of the @winsﬁ Jacob's Flight

28,29,80:1-24 ~

dacob and His Family; Joseph Born

32,83  The Twins' Reconciliation

35:9-29 Jacob's Return; Joseph's Brothers
These gbories ars very interesting, snd will reward you
if you read them.

The Tad and Hig Family

The sSS0ry Eagims with Jogseph and his brothers. Joseph's
father was Isaas's son, and was called Jacobs Idke Abra~
ham, he algo had hisg name changsd.: Jacob means One wha
supplants: his name wag a%&ﬁg&é o Isrsel, meaning (ne
who has wrestled with Gods IF you hsve vead the above
gelectiong, you Will know why Jacob reeeive@ both these
names. (25:19«=84; 27; 52:22-30; 85:9-18)., You will also
know that Jacob, or stael, haa four wives, dwo of which
were amahos Jasﬂb loved only one of these wives, Rachel,
the mother of Joseph and of Joseph's younger brother, Ben-
jamins If you have not done g0, yead 29:18+-20 and 30:1-8,
What doss this remind you of in the story of Abraham? FNow
read 80:22-24 and find oub why Joseph was so named. The
word for Joseph means Add in the Hebrew language.l

Jacob had how many sons altogebher? (56:22b-26). These
men were the sonsg of Jaeob; or Israel, and afier this the
Jewish people were called the "Children of Israel”, you
6@ alﬁhaugh they were of course the children of abraﬁam

5 & ® B B #

1. Marginal readling, Genesis 50:84, Amerlcan Standard
Tergions
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and of Isaae too. The mation was growing; first one man,
and now how mny? Joseph was the e¢leventh.

Points %o i@abiae
In the story for %aﬁa&y, notice these things aboubl Joseph:

1. What kind of men were his brobthers?

2. ¥ind three wveasons for his }am'%;hers? hatred of
Joseph. Do you blame the brothers for feeling
ag they 4id? Do you like i;f;;y's and girls who are
" jell-tales”, or who are "pets"”, or who boast?

3. How did Joseph's father, Igme}., show his feeling
for Joseph? Have you ever known of a family where
the gong of 4%wo or more mobhers were Jeslous of
each obther? Do you think it i1s a good ides o
have "1ittle wives” or concubines? Vhat do you
think is a good plan when a man's wife has no son?

4, What 4id Joseph's brothers 2all him in 3%:19. Don't
forget this. It really means Hasber of Dreanms.l

5. Which of the %two brothers, Reuben or Judah, 4o you
think was the kinder? Toock in 35:23 and ga&? why
Reuben spoke and acted as he did,

6¢ In the caravan you notice that there were some
Ishmaelites, Whose descendants were they? Isn't
it interesting that we 2ind one group of Abraham's
great-grandchildren selling their brother to an-
obher group of Abrahan's great-grandchildren?

Y+ Be sure to find ow and remember the name of the
gountyry where Joseph was taken and sold as a glave,
{(37:36}, Find it on your maps This country is a
very importent one, as you will see later.

The lad Away from Hig Family

We hmve now Ghe sbtory of a young man far from his home, a
glave in the house of an ,“gyz;man military official, Some
of you when you weni away Irom home 0 come to schopl were
very mamessz.cfk and Mnelzu Can you imagine how Joseph must
have felt? You go home for your holidays; he had no hops
of ever seeing his Ffamily agaln. It would have been easy
for him to ae% like a spoiled child. Bub something must
have happened %0 him after his brothers sold him. Perhaps
he saw his faa}.mm@%, and decided to be different.

Pind ouwt from 39:4,6 what kind of a young man Joseph was
now, both in his character, and in his looks. Then afier

¥ & 9 & @ 9o
1. ¥arginal realding, Genegisg 37:18, American Standard
Version.
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rea@ing the shory that follows in verses 7-20, tell some-
thing else aboub Joseph's characier.

The imprisomment wae the second great harvdghip in Joseph's
1ife. How 4id he behave in §z%@an? Gompare 39:4, 6 with
39:22,23« What is alike aboul them?

Have you found the secret of Joseph's early life in Zgyut
yet? If mob, look in 39:8,3,21,88, and gee what 1% was,

It is not easy %o do right when you are away from home.
Remember, Joseph was only a slave nowy yeb he showed
4rustworthiness and purity, and great ability. In what
ways can boys who are away from home at school follow
Joseph's example? Read what Jesus says in Matthew 5:8.
Learn this veraes
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JOSEPH

Jogeph Ig Rewarded

Reading: Genesls 40
41

Introduction
We 1eth Joseph in prison in Egypt in our last lesson. To=-
day we shall sece what happened to him bhere.

Jogeph in Prigon

What do you notice sbout Jozeph agzain in 40:4 that you
found out last time? Remember thﬂ% these btwo prisonsers,
Pharach's chief butler and chief baker, were very impord-
ant men; if anything had happened Ho them, Joseph'ls life
would prsba@ly have been tsken. Pharach wes the Hitle
given to the king of Hgyph, as Huang~:i or Yang was in
farmer timen in China.

How do you think Joseph trested these prisoners? Fotice
what he asks them in 40:%7. Joseph himself had plenty of
reason t0 be sad. He wasg away from his family, with no
hope of seeing them agaln: he was a glave; end he had been
in prison gome time, Ye% hﬁ nobicoed the fﬁ&es of these two
men. Do you know any boys and girls who ave qulck %o noltice
how other people are feeling? This 1s one of the finest
ways to show rveal love., If you ave sad yourself sometinme,
ag Joseph was, %ry Lo find someone vho is perhaps fesling
worse than you are, and like Joseph, do all you can to
help. Homesickness isg one resson for sadness in boarding
sehool, isn't 147 ~

You will notice that Joseph asgks the dubler to do sone-
thing in wveburn for him. {40:14,15). Can you ses Jogeph's
face as he tells his stoary? ﬁa% do you think of this
butler? Do you sometimes Fforges to be kind to those who
have helped you? Is forzges %in? a real excuse?

Jogeph in Power

What was 1% %ha& Finally made the chief butler remember
Joseph? (41:9). How lonz had it been sinece the bubler had
been restored? {41:1). Tow try to imagine the scene in
the prison on the morning described in 41:14. How must
Jomeph have felt? How do you suppose the other prisoners

felt?

Read 41:16, 25, 28 agsin. ‘Vhat do they show about Jog-
eph's feeling toward his God? You remember in the last

wl G
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lesson you found the gentence, "And Jehovah was with him'.
Ig thils still trueV

You remembey that Joseph's brothers called him "Haster of
dreams”. How do the sbories in today's lessons show that
shey were righit, oven though they called Jogeph that in
hatred? Can you imagine how Joseph felt when he heard
Pharach's words afier the ianterpredtoiion of the dresm? Ab
the beglianing of chapber 41 we find Joseph in prison, a
glave; at the end of the chapiter, in the very last verse,
who 1s he and what is he doing?

How old was Joseph when he was sade puler of Zgypt under
Pharaoh? {41:46). Do you remember how old he was when we
firat began his story? (87:2)., Then how many years had

it been sinee he had left his father that momming lo g

and find his brothers? Yet in all these years, among peo-
ple who 4id not koow and worshipy the tyue God, Joseph had,
we found, kept his trust in God. In what two herd perliods
of his 1ife hsd God helped him to be btrustworthy? God had
given him abilidy, slso, both to mesnmze the alfairs of
obherg, and to bell the meapning of dreams. Jupeins all
these years Joseph had been doing his best, and now he was
vewarded. Bub CGod gave him 81l this honor for what grest
purpose? As you read the lsst verse of this lesson, do
you begin to see how God's promise to0 Abraham, that all
nationg should be blessed throush hils descendants, is be-
cinning to be fulfilled?

-
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JOSEPH
An Unexpected Meetbing

Reading: Genesls 48
43

Introduction

ou remember that we leamed at the close of our last
elags thmt there was a great famine, in obher countries
ag well as in Egypbt, and that pwople from those lands
were coming to Jomseph in Egypt to buy grein.

Ten Ven Leave Home

foday we find Jacob, Joseph's old father, sending his
sons to Bgzyph to buy grain] Vhich of the eleven did he
keep at home with him, and why? (42:4). Do you remember
who this boy's mobher was, and vhat happened to her when
he was bom? If not, read asgain 29:16-20 and 35:16-20,
How would this make him even more preclious to his father?

Joseph Hag a Surprise

Try 0 lmagine how Joseph felt when one day ten forelgn-
ers came into his presence, tired and dusty from traveling,
and he guddenly saw that they were his brothers. How long
had it been since he had seen them? (37:8, 41:146,54). ¥hy
do you bthink they 4id not Inmow him, though he knew them?
One reason might be found in 41:42, perhaps anobher in

42 285

You notice in verse 9 that Joseph remembered hig old
dreams. Do you remember them? What was it that his
brothers dld that made him remember the dreams? (Verse
6}, How did Joseph treat his brothers at the beginning?
- Hotice how Joseph changed his trestment of them, in
verses 15-17, and 18-20., What reason does he give for
this chanze? (42:18). Nobice also what he commands in
verse 25, What made him do this, do you suppose? Do you
see what is happening to his heart? There are two kinds
of unhappy hearts here, Joseph's and his brothers', Have
you ever Telb like Joseph that you would 1ike to hurt
gomeone ¢lse, because he hag treated you unkindly? And
have you ever had & guildy conseience, like Joseph's
brothers? After twenbty years, they still remember their
erueldy to him. And this conscience makes them afrald
all the time; wvead 42:28 and 43:18. If you have done
something wrong, does it not mske you afraid of being
found out and punished? What is the besh thing to do
afber you have done wrong?

B
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Uine len Return Hone

Which brother Tirst speaks o the old fathey, Israel, when
they return? Whay was he the one who would do this? ?55’@3}3
What resson may Joseph have had for keeping Simeon, the
second brother, ingtead of Reuben? (42:22,23). You found
out iz the first lesson which of the two a&&@r brothers,
Reuben ox Judah, had s kinder heart. Now compare Reuben's
offer (42:37) with Judah's {43:92), and see if you think

the same way about them gtills :

What made 014 Israsel change his mind about leiting Benja-
min go? You know the custom of selling children in famine
years in China., The proverb says, "In a famine year one
is without the six velationships”’,% OF course Benjamin
wag not being sold, bubt you csn tell from 43:14 how Israel
felt abows Jetting him goe The present which the men Hook
to Joseph (43:11) may seem to show that there was sbHill
plenty of food in Jacob's house in Canasn; but you know
what they lacked. {45:2). Isn't it true that when the
wheat ¢rop in north China fails, or the rice crop in cene
tral and south China, there is & bad famine, no matter
what obher food there may be?

Ten Men Again Leave Home

Tow, we find the nine oider brothers and Denjamin again
going down o Zgypt, and srrviving before Joseph. You have
read the story of Joseph and his brobthers to the ﬁﬁ& of
chap ber 43, @%ﬁfﬁ we must stop today.

Something FPor You to Do

on'h you whink some of your schoolmates would be inter-
ested in seeing this atarﬂ'aeta§ out by you? Thy not begin
today in the last few ﬁinuzes of the elags %o declide how
you would like %o begin thig? OFf course you cannob act the
story until you finish it after your next class, but you
gould begin today to prepare.

- PThink about the parbs of the teyy which you Tind most int-
eresting.,. You remember them so far:

Joseph telling hieg dreams Chapber 37
Joseph sold by his brothers o 87
Joseph in prison; the two dresms " 40
Pharaoh's dreams: Joseph brought au% and ,

made ruler i 41

H & B B 2 B

Ls %lﬁ@@&?, Dhe @itw, De @%l, no. 2307,
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Joseph meeds his brobhers the fivst time Chapler 48

Joseph's brobthers retuwrn home i 42

Joseph meets his brobthers the second time # 45
You might meet with your teacher some btime during the week
to talk some more about this plan.

e
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JOSEPH
Joseph's Tamily Comes Lo Egyph

Reading: Genesis 44
45
46: 317
26-384
47:5,6,11,12

Introduction

Te le1t Joseph entertsining his brothers st 8 feast in

his house, still unlmown to them except ag the "lord of

the land®.: Simeon had been weleased and Benjamin was with
them this time. The reading for today is yather long, bub
you will not want o stop uﬁ%il you have finished the shory
of Joseph and his brothers and his father,

4 Heart Continues 1o Change

Tn the Tirst part of the ssory of Joseph's meebing with
his brobthers, we noticed a change coming over mi% heart,
and we saw & great fear in the hearts of his brothers, ho
you see in the story todsy how bobh of these things were
golng on 8till? (45:1-8)s What explanation of hig hard
life doos Joseph give in 45:5,7, and 8% Fow read again
what he ssid to nis broth ers in'42:18. Do you gee why
hig hezryt had changed so nmuch? To finisgh the stoxy of
Jogseph and his bra%h@rs, tuen to B50:15-81s Hotlce in
50:18 vhat there was agsin to remind Joseph of his dreams
ag & boys In 48:8B when he was reminded of these dreams,
how 814 he %reat his brobhers? How doeg he treat them
here? Vhat has made this complete change? Read what
Jegus said on this subject in Mabhhew 5:45.450,

G&& in Life
Tyvou can think baek now over Joseph's life and see

how G éa&,haa helped him:

In Pobiphar's house Chapter 39
In grigan f 40
Besfore Tharach u o 41
In his $restment of his dbrothers i 42,45,50

Israel, Joseph's old father, not long before he died,
blessed Joseph's two sons. Read 48:15,16, and see whab
Israel thought sboub God's hely in his 1ifse He looked

baok o his grandfather Abraham also, and Toxward bo his
srandsons, whom he was blessing, and connected (od with
them all. How many are bhere of the "ehildren of Israel”
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in Egypt now? (48:2%7). Do you see how Gold's promise b0
Abraham iz being Rept?

More About Your Plan

Tou Wil went t0 spend some $ime at the end of this class
algo deciding on the pards of the story which you wish %o
act oult for your schoolmmies, If you would like to read
the story in short form, 0 help you remember 1t and o
help you cdhoose the most imporbant parvts, turn to the New
Tegbament and in the £ifth book, called the Aets of the
Apostles, you will find a speech by a man who wss bhe
first follower of Christ Jesus to give his 1life for Him,
Hiz name wag Jtephen, snd his speech iz fouwnd in chap-
ter 7. The part abowt Joseph 1s 1n verses 8-15.

-
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MOSES
Hoses! Birth and Harly Life

Reading: Genesis 50:22-26
Exodus 1
z

Introduction

Today we avre going b0 begin the story of a third great man
of the Hebrew race, the descendants of Abraham, who, you
remember, were also called the children of Israel bhecause
of the twelve sons of Israel, or Jacobs Israel died in
Egypt, bubt was not burlied there. Read Genesis 50:12-14 %o
£ind out where he was buried. We are to begin a new book
today, the second book in the 014 Testament. Itz name
tells what it is zbout. :

The Children of Israel in Bzypb

You remember beiore his deash old Israel blessed the two
sons of Joseph. There were then how many of the children
of Israel in BEgypt? (CGen. 46:27)s In your first veading
sbove, you will see that before the death of Joseph, there
were nore., How many generabions o7 the Hebrew people were
there when Joseph died? Begin with Abraham, of course;
and don't forget the two parbs to God's covenant with Abra-
ham: he was b0 become a great nation, and through this
nation all the nations of the earth were to be blessed., In
Exodus 1:7,9,12,20, vwhat part of the covemant with Abraham
is seen o be fulfilled?

What country had been promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
ag the lhome for thelr descendants? Are the children of
Israel in that country now? Then, can you see why this
book is called "Going-out-of«Ezypt®? Read again Genesis
50:24-26 to see vwhat Joseph believed about God's keeping

of Hig promige, Then be gure t0 remember what Joseph said
there aboub what was to be done with his bhody long afier he
was dead, when this zoing oub should tske place.

In verse 8 of Exodus 1, whal change hans tsken place in
Beyopt? In verse 11 you Tfind the title which is given to
thig king as $o all the kings of Igypt, you remember, Tell
three plang he had for hurbing the ehildwen of Israel. Yhy
did he not suceceed in hisg plang?

If you had to choose between obsying God and obeying a
great king, do you Hink you would have been as brave asg

B G=
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the two Hebrew midwives? TYou see how the true God whom

Abraham worshipped wes still being worshipped long years
affersards by his descendants, in a fs?eigﬁ land, where

%hey were surrounded by the worship of many false gods,

Just ag he had beens

loses ag a Bab;

Tell the story of bthe birth of the baby lMoses %o someone
who likes to hear stories. (loses means "Drawn Oud? in
the Febr@u languases )

Hoges ag 8 Man

Tn The stories of loses the man, in the latter part of
chapter 3; what would you say are the two most interest-
ing things in the character of Hoses, one good and one
bad? Think egpecially sbout his killing uhe Bgypblan who
was sitriking a Hebrew, reproving the Hebrew who was fightb-
ing anobther Hebrew, and helping the women in ¥Midian water
their floeks at the well. Remember these two things of
Hoses' character,

{If you have time and would like to read two other beaubi-
ful stories of wives and wells, bturn back ko Genesis 24,
and 29:1=30.]}

HWhat is Golne to Happen?

Have you ever veen hearing or reading a story when suddenly
you get very much exaita&@ Oy have you ever been to a move
ing pza%um% when gaéﬁemly the vhole audience begins to
cheer and clap hands? What makes people act this way vhen
they are following a story? VWhat pard of the story for
today makes you feel the same way? Read i1t aloud.

What do you think is golung to happen nexbh to the children
of Israel? It's aboul time Pfor a hero to comg along, isn't
it7? Bub look st the first verse of chapber & and find oul
from the map where our hero ig and what he lg dolng now.

Do things look very promising for the poor Israelites? Ve
have & proverd W%l@% says, "How heaven ig nesr and recom-
pense is swift".+ VWhiceh verses in the last pard of today's
legson have this game idea?

1. Plopper, ops ¢ibte, ps 68, no. &75.
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BOSES

How God Trained Ieaders

Introduction

Today we ave going to look back a 1little instead of take
ing new reading., Cur lasgt class Jeft us with a feeling
that gomebhing exelbing wag going to happen very sobn. We
found that God r@memberﬁﬁ Hisg covenant with Abraham, Isaae,
and Jacob, and we knew that He was preparing to do some-
thing icf His people, the children of Israsl,

Bod's Unexpeoted Heroes

How had God alveady seved the Israelites once before? Read
again Genesis 45:7. Who would have thouzht that a glave
in prison in a foveign counbry could be the one chagsﬂ by
God to save not only the Egyyti@ns, but people of other
countries, and egpecially the children of Israel? And who
would think that a man who had o run away to a foreign
country because he had done wrong, and was tending sheep
there, would bhe the man chosen by God to dellver the
children of Israel this time? You all know the sﬁary of
Tincoln, Who would have thought thaet a poor cowntbry hay
1ike him would have been chosen o become President of the
United 3%ates and free the negro slaves?

Tery often since the times of Hoses, when people have been
%y&a%e@ eruelly by a foreign watisn. they have looked back
$0 Moses and have wished for a leader like him. Jabter on
in Eibla times we find the great men called vrophets gpeak-
ing of the ﬁ&j in which Gaé led the children of Izrael oub
of Exypt by Foges. And yet Hoses had to be $rained for a
lonz tiwe b@fﬁre he wag veady for his life work.

Joseph and loges in Traini

16t us gzl nce back over th lives of Joseph and Moses %o
gee how God was. preparing theme First of all, thely lives
were spavefd., VWhen was Jsg@yh g 1ife in dangey once when
he was s%i1l 8 boy? 4And what bthree bimes wag lMoses spared
from death? Then, God had to Heach the men He chose to do
a great work for Him. Vhat was the matter with Jogeph
when he was a boy of seventeen? What great lesson 4id he
have 0 learn? The Chinege p?avevé $&i$, "Pride brings
losg, and humilibty receives increass.” Torn to the book
¢alled Proverbs in your 014 Testament. And see what the
Hebrew proverb says in 16:18., (By the way, you will find

® ¥ ¥ @& 2 @
1. Plopper, ops cits, p. 281, no. 1889.
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m&ay iﬁt@r@%%iﬂg things in this book of Proverbs iﬁ you
- take time to wvead it. It had a good deal to say about
shildren for one thing.) As for Moges, you Ffound out in
your flrst legson sboub him thet he hed a grest fault,
toos Do you remember what 1t was? lioses' training in
Pharaoh's court had daught him many things, but it had nod
taught him one very necessary thing for any man who is %o
 be the leader of a2 grent mmbtione~=patience. We have an intw
eresting proverb which says, "In the character for 'patience’
there is a knife; if there 1s no patience, @almmitiea will
be certain bo come.”+ How hed this been true in Voses'
life once? You see, then, why we Tind bthe hero &* this
great drama Reeping sheep in & fovelsn counbrey.

Have you evey geen any sheep, or bried to keep bthem your-
gself? I you have, you will know what silly animsls they
are. Hoges was ?aviam & fine opporbtunity to leawrn pailence,
doing the sawme thing day afber day, and taking eare of such
gbuplid animaleg., Think of o man who had been the adophed
aon of the daughbter of the @@a&t Pharaoh, king of wwyp%,

out watehing s%eegl Boeg the story @@11 how 1&&0 Yoges
kept sheep in bhe land of Midiam? Stephen, the first Chrise
tian marityr, & part of whose speesh you read in the last
lesson Joseph, btells how long Moses wag supposed o have
been in Midian. Read Acts 7:8%,30.

Yhen you come bo the later lessons on HMoses, and find outl
how the children of Israsl scted btoward the man who was
doing his best to Jead them, you will see more clearly
than ever what [ine dtraining ¥oses wag veseiving here with
his sheepi

411 of you gehool children ave in braining, aren’t you?
How do you know that God iz nob tralining gome of you to be
leadeys Tor Him? Now is your time %o learn the lessons He
ig giving you 2 chance 3o learn--nod a&&t book 1@%39&3,
but lessons in petience, hwnility, and so on. Close this
clasg by balking over waye in vhich school life can helyp
to traln leaders.

le Plopper, ope Gilie, Do 243, ﬁ@w‘lﬁlﬁa
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HOsES
The Deliverer Called

Reading: Exodus 3:1-12
4:10-1%
4&:87-31

Introduction

How God preserved and trained the leaders He chose to save
His people, was the subject of ocur lasht lesson. Today one
leader ig called out on to the siage.

& Great Drama Bezing

In the story vhiich you have read, ocan you find who the
obher a@tsrs.&ra to be in the great dvama of deliverance?
God of couwrse is the one who ig directing, as you see, If
you look in verse 10, you will find the chief actors men-
tioned., Don't forget them, beomsuse you will be meebing
them again.

4% last the stage is set for action., HNoses' long braining
wag over; the king who had tried to kill him wag dead. God
spoke Ho Moses one day in a very beaubiful and strange way,
as he wag alone with his sheep, probably when he was tak-
ing them oub 0 graze in the early morning, or leading

them back in the evening., Why dld God tell loges to take
off hig shoeg? Vhat else 414 Hoses do to show his reverence?
Have you ever been to the btomb of Sun Ven, and seen the
firet thing men do ag they enter? How do men ghow reverence
now in China? Vhy should you show reverence in church ox
Sunday Scheol? Digeuss ways of doing sos Head what Jesus
gaid about worshlp in John 4:25,24.

The Hero Objects

How did Mogses feel when God finally %old him that he was
50 be the one 46 deliver the animiyaﬁ of Terael? (5:11).
Kot ice that Moses® question was, "Who am I?" 1In verse 13
Yoses asks anobther question; what is 147 Im 4:1, vhat is
his ecomplaint? And what in 4:11% Of whom is Moses thinke
ing all this time? Of whom does God want him o think?

God Answers Him ‘
Tow Tead Jehovah's answer in the Tirst part of 3:18, Read
also 4:12., Vhat is God's promise to Moses? e have said

that Moses had to learn the lesson of patlence, ﬁhaﬁ legw
son was God trying to iteach him now? Judging by 4:12-1%
would you say bthat Moses had learned the lesson? Tou gee,

2 7
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school children are not the only ones who have to be tausght
to understand things!

A Family Reunion Takes Place '

Have you ever been away from your family for a long time?
If you have, you know how Moses felt when he saw his
brother again. And you know how much you always have fo
talk about when yzm see your family again afier a long abe
gsence., ‘here 4id Aaron meet Moses? What had happened %o
HMozses before in that place? Then whal 4o you suppose was
the firet thing Moses told Aaron when they began their long
talk? (4:28). ({(If you would llke %o know some other things
that Meoses told Aaron, read 5:13-22, 4:1-9,

The Scene Cha ’*es ‘
That happened bebtween 43127 and 4:29% VWhere were Moses and
Agron now? I”IE}?%’ %11 did Aaron succeed as a speaker in his
first speech? (4:31)., Be sure %0 nobice how the children
of Israel acted here: VWhat kind of news wag Aaron bring-
ing them?

You have seen today how God prepsred loses' heart for a
great new step in his 1ife. Perhaps God has been speak-
ing o you, too, and wanits you ito taske a great step in
your life--%0 become & Christian, if you am not already
one. Bub like loses, you have perhaps been thinking, *I
am nob good enough®, or "People will make fun of me”,
God wants you %o s%ap thinking aboul yourself, and trusi
Him; and He says to you as much as to Hoses, “Gerﬁainly I
‘ﬁ?ill be with thee."

~58=
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MOSES

Hoses Before Fharaoch

Reading: Exodus B
611=ld
Til=T

Introduction

We noticed last time that the main actors in the story of
Moses were, Yoses and Aayon, Pharsch, and the Israelitess
In today’s lesson we have & good chance %o study these
actors, :

Pharaoh
Tow Gid he acht toward
1. The druve God, Jehowvah, whom Noses and Aaron -
represented? (5:2).
- 8. Homes and Aarvon? {8:5),
3. The Israelites? (5:6-9).

Ihe Israelibes
How did they ach boward
1. Moses and Aaron, when the good news of de«
liverance was browht? (Reeall 4:81).
2., God, at the same time?
5. Moses and saron, alter the eruvel treatment
ordered by Pharach? {5:19-21; see 5:14).
4. ¥oses, after the good news which he broughé
them agzain? (6:9).

Yosen
How did he act ;
1. In the presence of Pharsoh the Tirst time?
What 416 he ask Pharach to do this time?
2+« Toward God afier the Israelites had spoken
o sruelly Ho him? (5:22-23).
5 Toward God after the Israelites refused to
listen to Him? {6:10-12}.

From the above siudy, perhaps you can tell now what each
had to learn:

1. Phazachs He was too provd and sbubborm. 'hat did
§Qa,ﬁava t0 teach him, and how was He gzoing to do
iﬁ? (?53*5)9

£
®

. The Igraelites. They were %oo rvebellious. Vhat did
they need 5o Lleara? It is nob only the leader of

DG
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a nation who has to be trained. The people them-
gelves have to learn in order to follow,.

5. loses. Ve have seen that Moses needed patience.
What shows that he still needed 1%? He was too
much afraid; also. How did he show this? Read
7:1 and see "how God helped him %o conqguer this
fears Afber this Moses never showed fear again.

Hantedw-leaders]

Thina nesds gﬁraa@ lsaderss You are learning in these
studies what 1% means to be a good leader.

Abraham had to wait how many years for the son God PrOf-
igsed him?

Joseph had to walt how many years in prison before the
chief bubler remembered him?
loses was how old before he was veady to become the deliv-
erer of the Israelites? (7:%).

YWe have seen how Bod helped Noses to conguer his fear, Can
you receall how Abrabam showed his ceouraze, and how Joseph
@i{gf? .

Suggest my ways you can bhink of in whiceh some of the press
ent leasders of China have ghown coursge, or lack of courage.
What 4o you think of ﬁ&iamg Kni-gshek's Joining the church?
Does it take sourmge for 2 boy or girl 4o become a Chris-
$imn and remain %r&a to Chrisi? ‘

How God Punighed haeraoh

in 7:8,& you read thet God was going to "multiply signs and

wonders” and use Ygreat Jjudgmenis® in delivering His people.
These were o show Phapaoh that he gould nob oppose God's
will and remain unpunished. You remember whab FPhavaoh said:
ny %n?w n?t Jehovah, and moreover I will not let Israel

gﬁa B:31s

How turn %o bhe book ealled The Psalmg in your 0Ld Testa-
ment.  The Psalms were the religlous songs of the Hebrew
people written later on in theirvﬁi%ﬁﬂry, Thers are differe
ent kinds of songs in the collection of 150, and like many
old Chinese songs, some of the Psalms sing af past history
and aa%i@nal heraes, though of course God 1a always the (ne
who is praised mogt in theme songsgs Since Hoses wasg, as
Fou esn an&mrsﬁan&, one of the greatest heroes of Israel,

we have the story of God's deliveranae of the Israelites
through hinm in several Psalms. For the story of Pharaoh
and the plagues, rea@ Psalm 78:45-51s In Psalm 105:26-36
you will find some of the same ones menbtloned aud some obh-
ergs How many can you count from these two Psalms? How if
you want ‘o wread the whsl@ atafy, and find oul how Pharach
acted, and how many plam there were altogether, read
gome tims this weok c&ayﬁera 7«12 of Ixodus. If you shart
reading these stories, you will not want to g%m@¢

B (Jua
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JOSHUA

A General Looks Forward

Reading: Deuteronomy 24:1-8
Joghua 1l:lell

Iﬁtre&&st1mn

Althous Zhoyou are ﬁagiﬁmznb & new book toeday, you will see
how elosely it is Joined to the last book. You will feel
as if Joghua 1 comes right after Deuberonomy 54:8,

The Link Between the Two Books

Who i8 1% baab j@iﬂﬁ Together the two books? TFind out how
many times this man's name comes in Joshua 1l:l=%, “hen a
great leader dies and the work which he began ig not yet
fiﬁiﬁﬂaﬂ how does & nation ususlly feel? How 4id China
feel wa@n Sun Yen died? Has Chinas had any leader like

him since?

Joshua's Training

You saw 1ast time how God had been preparing anobther
leader Por the children of Israel. If you would like %o
know when thls leader begen hls training, read Hzodus 17:
8-16s What is Joshum called in Exodus 24: 13, and 35:117
Vhat two very different kinds of btraining do we see

Joshua getting? (If you read Exodus 35:7,8 you will under-
stand b@tter ghat 15 meant by the Tents This was the holy
place before the Tabernacle was buils, you see.) And you
remember from last time one obher time in Josghua's life,
when he recelved some very imporiant training. Just as

we saw God pr&g&rﬁ} Abraham, Joseph, and Yoges for whai
He wanted them t0 4o, 80 we see Him preparing Joshua for
his 1ife work.

Joghus Begins Hia Work :
How, whai did God say to Joshua m? the very besginning of
his work ag leader and general o7 the childven of I&r&&l*
You will nobice that tﬁer@ are two main &i?ieiaxg in what
ig sald in 1:1-9:
Le Jneﬁuragﬁmaﬁﬁ .
“hat promise is given aﬁ&uu the land? {(8-4).
Jompare Genesis 1& 18, and consult the map ﬁn
the opposite page. That does God gay about ¥
help? (5,6,9). Vhat is Joshua commanded in %
and 97 %hat reason does God give ench time?
2. The Geﬁ&itiaﬁ of 3uccess
That does oSod say this is? {(7,8). What books

BT -
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are included? (See Deuteronomy 51:24). OF
course the Ten Commandments would be a pawrt
of thisg, wouldn't they?

In many schools each sbudent is given a prinlted copy of
the gschool rules. Perbaps your school hag such a custom.
If you 4o not know the rules, of course you will net know
how to obey them; bub if you have them read to you, or if
you have a printed copy, in order %o have "goud succesy”
88 & s%u@emt, you will 1like Joshus "observe %o do." In
the Lebtbter of James, 1:22-85, we are given an interesting
pleture of people whm @bey only half of bthis conmend.
Read also the picture Jesus gives of the same kind of
pecple in Matthew 7:24-27.

You can Hell from this first chapter what the stories in
the book of Joghua will be aboub. If the mecond hook of
the 014 Testament is called “Going-oub-of=Zgypt’, what
might be another name for this book of Joshua, taking 1:2
ag a key verse? I1If you have Torgotten the name of the
"land" gpoken of, 2o back o your first lesson on Abraham
and find ite

How that you know whabt kind of stories to expect in this
book, 1t wounld be a pity not to hear at least some of
them. There is not btime to take them in different lessons,
and so before your next class, divide the stories below
among different membevs of youwr group. Then each of you
read the story you seleet, and prepare %o fell it in class
next times If the class is large, some of you may wald
until a later legson, when fthere will be a chance for you
to tell some obher shories, If the class is very small,
gome of you may choose more than one story. You will want
to do two things in your story:

1le Hake it interesting to your clagssmabes.

2+ Tell i% in as shar@ a time as you can, so0 as

$0 zive others a chance to Hell thelrs.

Staries Fox You %o Tell Fext Time

1, Two spies have & narrow escape Chapter 2

*2. A rviver is crossed 3,4

3; A eiby's walls fall dowmm )

4, A man's sin causes defent ke

B, A great victory ls won 8

*6. A clever itrick is played 9

7. An agresment is kept 190

*§, Two short sbories about dividing the land
8.4n o0ld friend asks a favor 14:6-15
b.Two bribes complain 17:14-18

Pt
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*Hotes on 8, 6, and 8

If you ehoose 2 or 6, vead about the Ark first in Exodus
25:10-22 and 26:34, anﬁ Humbers 10:33.56, and $ell the
class about 1% bafay@ you bezin your sisyy next time.

~If you chouvse 8, wread first wery carofully Joshua 15:7,8,
32,38, and Ja&ha& 14:1-5. You will then be ables to e@~
plain bo the class hoy thevs were g5ill 12 tribes that re-
ceived a porition of land, even thouzh ovne Hribe had none.

¥ost of the rest of the book of Joshua is teken up with
the divigion of the land smong bthe tridbes. If you are
interested o sese what part of the land each tribe wasg
glven, look at the map again, Fext $ime we shell read
Joshua's farewell speech alter you have given your stories,

~39a
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JUSHUA

A General Says Farewsll

Reading: Joshua 23
241 1438

Introduction

Tou will of course want %o spend a good deal of your tinme
in elass today telling and hsarxing stories. This lesson
will therefore be rather chorts As we said lagt Hime, 1%
will be on Joshua's favewell.

God and His Peovple

Tu chapter 69 you will find the words "Jehovah your God”
19 btimess, How Joshua iz old, and knows that he must die
goon and leave the ehildren of Israel. Did you Tind in
the lesson today anything aboul a leader to follow him?
Then, 4do you see why he speaks so much about Jehovah your
God? The leaders of the childryren of Israel had done al
that was necessary %o make Igyrael into a nation, and
setble them in the land vwhich had been promized to them.
How the nation was going %o have to get along for a while
with no great leader like loses and Joshua, e shall see
next Hime how well they succesded.

Find, among these verses which have the words "Jehovah
your God", the following facls:
Le dha% he had already done for the ehildren of
Isyrael, _
2« What they were Ho do for Him.
3, What He would still do for them, if they obeyed.
4, What He would do i? they discbeyed.

God and “Forelgn Gods"

Wotice the grest gin against Wﬁl@ﬁ Joshua warned the
Israelites in 25:7,16, and in 24:14,20, What would help
them not to commit $nis sin? {25:8). That verse in your
firgt lesson aboub Joshua was very much like this?

What do you think of the answer of the Isramelites in
£4:16~187 What 414 Joshua think of 1%7 (192,20) You
know how eagy it is do intend %o do the r&wn% thing, and
even Lo @ramiae $0 do right. How were bthe ﬁhil&ren of
Israel to show that they meant what they were saying?
{14,28) What 4id Joshua do to help them remember their
prcmise? How long 4id their promise last? (31)

Why do any people worship idols? What differences do

A B
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you see between 1dsl worship in China and Hhe worshilp of
foreign gods by the Israelites? The Israelites wnderstood
perfectly why it was wrong for them. FRead again Joshua
24:16~18. I you read also the Tirst part of this chape
ber, you will not only have a good review of the history
of the Israelites up to this time, bulb you will see even
more clearly why idolatry was wrong for them, Jehovah is
speaking here, end you will notlce timt the word "I comes
many times in verses 3-13, If someone has done a greald
deal for you, =nd has glven you a grent deal, and been
very kind fo you, how should you act Howard that person?
How would youwr parvents feel, or some friend who iz per-
haps helping you through school, 1Y you should be une~
grateful, or should burn away from them and begin thanking
people wﬁa had done nobthing for you?

God has given His greatest zifh to us~-His only Son Jesus.

And so we, like ihe Isyaelites, oughi %o show our thanks
by our love. (833111},
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SAMUEL

A FWew Leader Arises

Reading: Judges 2:17-253
I Bamuel 1

: B8:11=886

3

7356

Introduction

otay you are introduced %o two new books in the 0ld Teg-
tament. You will find that the Tiret reading in the hook
~of Judges is very much 1like the end of our last lesson in
Joghua, and so again we Tind two books joined together
very closely.

e nobiced last bime how long the children of Israsl kept
thelir promise Ho serve Jehovah, In the firet reading for
today you see again who kept the ehildren of Israel true
%o thelr God. Compare the last part of Judges 2:7 and 2:10,
and find cub what caused the sgin of 2:11,18. Vhat greab
event in the past is agsin mentioned here?

The “"Pattern” in Jag%

Verses 1ow»19 OF chapter 5 sum up the book of Judges. Find
out from this passage Wﬂg the book hag this nzme. Ya& e
member we found that Joghua 4id not appoint anyone o fol-
low hime Geod 414 vnise up leaders afterwards, as you gee
heve, bub none of them was a8 great as loses or Joshua.
And at the end of the book of Judges we find that things
were in a very bad states Rend 17:6 and 21:25. What kind
of a séhool would you have 1f there were ng grin@iyal oY
teachers, and every pupll acted zs the children of Israel
d4id at that time? Sometimes it seems ag 1f school would be
8 musﬁvmx er pluce 1f we gould only do as we please all
the timel IF you vead Judges 17«21, you will Ffind the
terrible resulbty in Israel of having no leader, however;
and what 1s true for a nation would “also be true for a
s@hﬂﬂl; )

Suzgesbions for Q@aﬁiﬁg Judzes

'he diazram on she opposite page gives you a ploture of
the earliey chapbers, Judges J~16. If you compazre this
diagram with 2:13-19, you will see that it follows the

geneval pattern given there. The same events come six

times, beglnning with 8:7. If you wish t0 vead Judges

$-16, you will find the dlagram a good gulde, although

the names will not mean anything %o you, of eourse, un-

wdi -
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t1i1 you have read the shories. After you have read thenm
you will be able to bell which of the jJuiges won a batile
with an arny of just 300 men who had very strange weapons
and which one walked off one nizht with the oity znies!

{(You noticed probably that you were nob given any readings
in the book of Rubth, whiech comes bebwsen Julges and I Sam~
wel, If you look at the first verse of this book, you
will see agsin that here we have two boolks very closely
connected. And after you finish reading Judges, you will
surely want to bturn to this book of Rubh and rsad the
beaubtiful story in 14, go different from mogt of the
stories in Judges.)

From yeading Judges 2:15-19, you will see that the his-
tory of the children of Iswael during this time shows the
truth of the Chinese proverb, "4 people without fidelity
gannot become 3%@&%1$$ﬁ@ﬁ¢“1 You can see how much Igrael
needed someone to btake chavge of her affaivss And in the
Pivat chapber of the first book of Sanuel, you see whon
God is preparing.

Another Baby Boy is Bom

Tn our sbudies go isr, we have had the stories of $wo
other baby boys who were bhorm sfber their mothers had
walted many years for them. Can you recall who they were?
{5ee Tessons IV and V)s The father of one of these boys
was commanded to sacrifice him. In the shory today, what
did the mother of this 1little boy do with him? How much
do you think 1% cost her to do t&ig? How does the shory
show her love Tor her 1ittle son? vhat kind of boy was
he? {2:86; 31411, 15-18) ,

Stories to Read

Tn chapier & yﬂa will find the end of the story of Tl and
his wieked sons, and you will see how the word of Jehovah
40 Jamuel came true. And in chapiers 5 and 6 fhere arve

two more inberesting stories of the Ark of God, aboubt which
you heard lzst time in the crossing of the River Jowdan
and the %aking of the eity of Jericho.

A Great Neebing

The peal work of Jamuel begins in chapter 7. Vhat is there
in verses 3 and 4 that r@mimﬁa you of the last lesson on
Joshua? This is the first time since Joshua dled that
there has been a leader gre&% enough H0 ceall a meeting of

1. Plopper, op. c¢lt., p. 232, no. 1413,
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the kind mentioned in verse H. What was the resuld of the
meebing? How 4id Samuel, like Joshua, help the people to
remember that great day? {(Joshua 24:37; I Samuel 7:12]

Zo Zxpect Mext Time

In the next lesson you will read shout a zreat change
that took place in Iswrael, and you will meet a boy whonm
you will like very mmech, and aboul whom there are sbories
ag interesting as those aboub your friend Joseph.

bl
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SANUEL

Two Kings Are Chosen

Resding: I Samuel 8
9:1,2
10:1, 17-27
1l:14, 15
iz
15:17=25
16:31-13

Inbroduction

The readings for today look very seabbered, bub if you
vead them through, you will gebt enough of the story to
understand what is happening. O0Ff course, if you would
like to vead chapters 8-16 all through, you will Tind
them well worth while, There is an espeslally zood story
in chapter 14, aboubt 2 brave young prince. '

A Leader is Rejectsd

What 1g the great change that took place in Israel at bhe
beginning of this lesson? VWhat three resgong did the peow
ple zive for wanting this change? (8:5,20) Try to think
how you would have felt if you had been in Samuel’s place.,
Do you wonder that he lost face? How did Jehovah comfort
Samuel? You see what & great change the people were asgk=-
ing fore Up %o this time who had really been their king?
{8:73 18:12) Vhat kind of king had he been? (8:8; 10:18,
193 12:6-11) vhat was the only reason the Iaraelites
wanted anocthey kind of king? {(10:19) Kotice the patience
of God with His people, even though they wanted to be like
other nations. {12:82) And see vihat Samuel tells them to
&ag in m:l%,z?}ﬁ,ﬁéa

The First Kinge TFails

Tow, what xing o7 king was the one whom Jehovah gave these
gtubborn and uwograteful people of Hig? First, how 4id he
look? (9:2:; 10:28) Bub most important, how did he act?
Read 13:13,14 and compare it widh 15:17-23. “hat was the
great fanult of this king, Saul?

The Second XHing is Chosen

You were promised in your lasht lesson that you would meet
& boy whom you would like. ¥ell, here he isg at the end
of our lesson for btoday, What is he doing when you first
hear about him? What does he look 1like? Uhat verse in
16:7«15 says that God does not choose people because of
thelr faces? You know the proverh, "To plefure the skin

B o



Legson XLIX : Samuel - B

of a tiger 1z eagy, bub to draw his bones isg hard; we
Imow people’s faces, bub nobt their hearts,"l

If you will look bask to 13:14, you will see why Jehovah
chose this boy, David.

Samuel as Leader
Sefore we g0 on 4o the next lessons, which are aboubt David,
will you think about Zamuel for a few ninutes?
1. Yhy was he sush a fine leader? (7:5; B8:6b; 8:21h;
12:19,23)
2s Although it hurt Samuel when the Israeliites asked
for a king, how d4id he act toward 3aul after Saul
was made king? (10:1, 16:1).
B¢ Ypat kind of character Gid Samuel have? {12:1-5)
Compsre him with his sons. (8:3).

One of the hardest things for leaders is, =g you know, notb
to become Jealous of obther leadsrs. Iven in school life
ig 1% not very easy to be Jjealous of other studenits who
geem to be cleverer or yvicher or more popular than we are?
{(In our next lesson we shall hear of some very bitter
Jealousy, which conecerng ouwr new friend, David.) Another
hard thing for a leader, especially for a Judge like
Samuel, is never to aceept any bribes. It was because he
prayed so much to God that God could use hime Shall we
not ask God to raise up leaders like Samuel for China?

1. Common Chinese proverb.
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A Shepherd Lad Becomes Famoug

Reading: I Samuel 17
18

Introduction

In the gecond lesson on the great leader Ssmuel, you read
how he anointed Sasul %o be ki“@, and later had to tell
Saul thei Jehovah had rejected him and chosen someone else,
Then Samuel anocinted the young shepherd lad, David. O0Of
courge Saul 4id not know about this., In today’s lesson
you start anobther great &rama, in which there arve three
msin characters: Sawl, the king who had been r@éae%@& bud
was still reigning; David, the shepherd boy who had been
aeeyeﬁly ghogen; and Jana%hgn, Seul’s son. The first
gstory in usﬁay‘s lesson is perhaps the most Pamous one in
the 014 Tesbament; and bthe fri&ﬂoﬁhmg in chapber 18 ig
the besb-known Kri&ﬁﬁahiﬁ of the whole Bible.

A Great Glant is Milled. {Jhapler 17)
Efter reading the story of Pavid and Goliath, try to ang=-
wey bthe following guesbtions, to test your own memory., If
you cannob ?Qmamﬁer, look up the verses glven:
l. How were the two armles en@am@ed? ¥hat was between
them? {3,40) .
2. What ammor and weapons did @eiia@zhav@? How tall
was he? {(4-7) .
. What armor and wespons 41d David have? (50). UWhat
did DPavid look 1ike? (42).
4, What difference was there bebtween David's and
Goliath's past experience? (B3).
5. UWhat difference was there in heir srust? (45]).
6. What difference was bthere bebween the way Saul aaﬂ
the lsraelibes felt toward Goliath, and the way
David felt btowards him? {11§2& 32) .
7. What effect did the killing of one msn have on the
Philistines? Om the Israclites? {51,82)-

From the gstory of David and Goliath, pick out the pards
that show how David was worbhy %o be the Tuture king of
Israel because of

1, His physical strength,

2. His courage.

Se His %rus% in Jdehovah.,

4, His ability to lead.

Yhat is there about the story of David's visit to the

-‘&’?n

-
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camp that reminds you of the sbory of the lad Joseph?
There are geveral poinds in which the stories sre alike.
See if you ean Ffind them. .

& Great Friendship is Begun. (Chapter 18)

t wag strange about the $rienﬁsﬁip between David and
Jaﬁ&thaﬁ? Remember that Jonathan's father was gtill king,
and David had already been anointed and told that he
would be king. Yet these younz men loved each othér so
much that 1ike many obher friends, they promised always
to be true Lo each other. How &id Jonathan show his love
%o hisg poorer friend?

A Great Hatred ig Also Bﬁﬂ&ﬁ

That was 1t whas first mmoe ssul &ialihe David? How else
414 Sauvl feel toward him, and why? { 2,15,29) . In what
ways d4id Saul ghow his bad feeling : for David? Contrast
Saul's acting Soward David with Samuel’s acting toward
Saul when 3aul was Tirst mde ¥ing. 7You gee that Saul
was not worthy to remain king becauvse of his Jealousy,
which we Tound o be very ha& in & 1&&&@?

A Great lesder is Being ’regar%a

How was havid learning what Abraham, Joseph, and loses had
had 0 learn? VWhat else was he learning? (5,14,30). There
are three times in chapter 18 when it is sald tﬁat gomeone
loved David. (1,15,20). Pevhaps his answer to 3aul in
18:18 will help you to see why people loved hime Arve
boastful people ever veally loved?

dtories to Tell Hext Tinme ,
You were promised that you would have & chance to tell
some more stories soon. TWell, here fthey are; Lo be pre-
pared for next time, See 1f you can improve in your
gtory~telling from bime Yo time. Be sure nod to bake too
long in your telling, beeause your sl&ssm&tsg will not
like this, will they? Tell only the important things.

1e & king breasks his promise I Samuel 19

2. A kinzg's son shools some arrows 20

S A priest is betrayed 21119
221623

4., A wild chase is continued {3ee map! 23:7-29

5. A life is spared 24

6. A 1life is again apared 26

(If you choose this last, look up 23:7,18,12,25; 24:1, and
gee why David used the same word ahau% ﬁim&@lﬁ in 24: l&
and 26:208)

7. & bterrible batile is fought 31

8. A gad song is sung IT Samuel 1

s
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You see that the last selection bskes us into a new book,
but there is no break in the story. Of course there are
inberesting stories slso in the chaplers lelt oulb, but we
have time only for the most imporiant ones. Yext tine

the whole c¢lasg period will be taken up with story-telling.
How would you like Yo invite some of your friends in o
listen?
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DAVID
& Fobure Hing Becomes & Fugltive

Story-Telling Hour

Introduction

You will spend the lesson period today in telling and
heavring stories about the three main players in a great
game of hide-and-geck, .

How %o Listen o

As the stories are told, wateh for the differences be-
tween Zaul and Jonmathan, and Saul and David. After
hearing all the stories, tell what you admire most in
David as he is seen in them.

w50
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DAVID

A Fugitive ﬁiﬁaglyvﬁaeamﬁs\aiﬁg

Reading: II Samusl 2:1-11
331-11, 1¥-21
4:5~5310

Introduetion

When David veceived the mews of the battle iz which Saul
and Jonathan had been killed, he was in the aaum%ry of
bthe ?hiliatines, where he had fled bo get away From Saul,
That is why we £ind bhim inguiring of Jehovah at the begin-
ning of today's reading whether he should go up inbo any
of the eitiaa of éuﬁaa, his own tribe. His enemy, Jaul,
was dead, and David of course melt that the bime had come
for him ta become Xing.

%avi% Orovned Kins of Judah

Tind the city of Hevron on the maps. This olty, chosen by
David for his Firasb capital, was one that had been glven
to & famous ancesbor of hisg when the land was firest divide
ed. Vho wag this? (Joshua 14:13,14), Of how many itribes
was David first made king? (2 11} Tn which port of the
gountry dld he veign, north or south?

3@?@& Years of Waiti

6 whg Devidal's w@‘ig%hemy Abner, the general, or Ish-
%asheﬁh, Saul's son? Look up I Samuel 14:50b to f£ind outb
why Abner was so much interested in Saul's family remaine-
ing on the throne, Over whal part of the country did
Teh-bosheth reign? {See wap). Vhat kind of man was he,
Judging by the stories aboub him in chapbers 3 and 47 How
does the situation here at the beginning of Davidls relgn
reming you of conditions in China in the past few years?

You have found why Abner, Seul's genersl, was inbervegied

in pubbing 3aul’s gon on ﬁﬁe thrones Tow, David had a
general aleo, whose name you will find in 2:18-32, %o

see why this man was zmtar@s%@% in David's being king,

turn to the first book of Chronieles, 2:13-16. IT you
observe carefully, you will be able to pick oul this man'sg
name, and find hig relatlon to Davide And you will find
oubt what Xind of man he wag 1f you read 2:12«32 and 3:22«87,

How does David's treaitment of ithe men who murdered Ighe
bosheth vemind you of his treatment of the man who said
he murdered Saul, in II Samuel 1?7 How do you know that
he was not followlinge bthe customs of his day in sach case?

Gl
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What made the difference b%ﬁw&&& him and atﬁ&@ Riggs of
his %time in this matier, do you think?

How long afber the death of Saul €id David wait before he
was crowned king of all Israel? (5:5). Here again you see
the difference bebween David and obther kings B&vﬁ& did
not zo oul and conguer zsr@@l» he wmia$§, amﬁ the other
%rib@s cane “H0 him.

David Crowned Kinz of 411 Israel

TZ you want 0 read a short account of the rejoleing that
took place when David was crowned king of all Israel, turn
Cagaln to I Chronicles and read 13: 38-40. (The lagh $hree
tribes menbioned there ave those in the Tarthest north,

ag you will see if you refer back to your map in ILesson
IVIT). Notice what the tribes of Israel said bo David in
812, Tou see h@w they reallize now %that David has been the
leader prepared Ffor them by God. What obther word besides
"prince” oy "leader” do they use? What memorvies would
that word probably briﬁg back to David?

David's Wew Capital

Ty lesson eloses boday with the taking of an importand
gity by David, %o he his new capital. The Firsgt thing he
did after he was made king of Isyael wss bo capbure the
Portified part of Jerusalem, called Zion. This part of
the ¢ity had never before been capiured, although the
ghildren of Israel had been in the land since Joshua's
time, over 400 years., David realized that Hebron was nob
80 good a eapital as Jerusalem wounld be, Just ag the lead-
erg of China vealized that Peiping wag not such a good
ity for a capital as Hanking, and changed as soon as
ﬁar%h China was brought under Hatioralist rules From this
time on in Ds?id's reign, we find his home is Jerusalem.

The Shepherd Psalmist ,

" We heve seen that David was ealled the shepherd of God's
peoples Perhans you have heard of the Shepherd Psalm,
written by David. Turn to Psalm 25 and see how David
thought of hig God. Orly a man who had been a shepherd
himsel? eould have wribbten this m&gﬁ beaunbtiful of all the
Pgalms. Try to learn the Psalm by heardt before the next
e¢lage, so bthat you can open %h@ elaga by saying it all
%aga%heya

-
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| DAVID

A Great ¥ing Sins and Repents

Reading: II Samuel 11
~ 12:1-25

Introduction
Before beginning some more stories of David boday, let us
Pind out what he was interested in doing, now that he had
£finally begome king of all Israel,

1. He showed interest iz the worship of God. Read
II Samuel 6:1,2 and 7:1,%., If you finish chapiter 7, you
will have & fiﬁe idea of the beautiful relation bebween
David apnd his God. Remember that David was called the
"man after God's own heart”. (15:14)

2., He showed interest in the family of Saul. Read
2:1=-8s In the time of David it was the euﬁ%am for a king
of a different line when he came %0 the throne to kill all
those in the family of the king before him. If you read
4:4, you will see that after the death of Yaul and Jonathan
one person, at least, was afraid that David would acet as
obther kings of his time did.

David's &reatmesa

Pavid started oud, then, in & wonderful manner Ho be the
"shepherd” of God's people. In chapiter B there ig a list
of his victories over his enemies., If you compare the map
in this lesson with the last map, you will see how much
land David conquered. This was the first time that all
the land promised %o Abraham (Gensesis 15:18) and Joshus
{TJoshua 1:4) had come under the rule of Israel, and 8o
David helped to fulfil the promise of God to the Father
of the Haitlon, Abraham, you gese.

David's 8in

In the siories given Yo us in the Bible, no person except
dJesus is ever §zetnrea as periects You remember that
Voses was not allowed to teke the children of Israel into
the @ramise& land beecause he lost his patience with thenm
onee. {3ee Lesson ZIV). And tgaag'we have the sad story
of David's great sin. Vhat three of the Ten Commandments
3id David breakx? ILook basck at Exodus 20:5-17%7.

The Nathan who is mentioned in 12:1 was a prophet of God,
who, like 3Jamuel, told the king what God wanted him fo do
or announced to him the fact that he had done wrong. Yasn't
that a clever story that he Hold David? Imagine how David
felt when Nathan pointed his finger at him and said, "Thou
art the mani”
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David's Hepentance

ﬁﬁtey‘ﬁauhaﬁ had finished his longz speech, btelling David
how great his sin bhad been, snd what punishments Woum
fﬁilew, 4id David try to excuse himsel? in any way? What
was the only thing he said? {12:13) Of eourse you know
that o kinz in David's $ime could bake any woman he want=
ed, whether or not she was anocther man's wife, and nobthing
could be done sbout it. Dut David was 2 woprshiper of the
God who had given the Yen Commandments, and of course he
knew he hed sinned. However, knowing you have done wrong
and being willimg to confess 1t are btwo vewy 4dlfiferent
things, aven't they? How ofbten are you willing %o admit
that you have done wrong? One of the hardest %hiﬁga
teachers have to face ig seli-excusing on the part of
gstudents. Think of how hard it pust have been for David,
o great king, to be humble snd say that he had sinned
againgt Jehovah.

There is a Chinese proverb which says, "4 man may have

the gky full of his guilt, bubt it iz as nobhing as against
the two words repentamaa an& reformation.”l In order to
gee how deeply David repenbed of his sin, turn %o Psalm
51 =nd read what he gald there. This Psalm hag helped
repentant sinners ever sinee the time of David, and may
help you some time when you feel you need God's fargive«
nes .

Hore Stories of David to Tell

There ore & Tew more stories aboub David that you may pre-
pare to tell next btime. In the punishmenis named by the
prophet Nathan when he rebuked David for his sin, you
noticed 1n 12:11 that David would have trouble from hisg
own family. These stories for the next elass arve all con-
nected wilth the rebellion of one of David's sons, named
Absalom. The mccoount of this rebellion and its resulis is
found in chapbers 15-19%., Ag you read these storiesm, you
will surely feel how sad a thing 1% was that David fell
into sin and had $o suffer so much for it afberwards, even
though God forgave him.

Here are the storieg to tell next time:
le A son rebels and g father fleeg Chapter 15:1-30
2. David has trouble again with the ‘
houge of Saul 16:1-14

le Té}lﬁyﬁe?, ODs @1%95 P 3&’7, no. 1726,

=l
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Two men give different advice Chapter 15:51-3Y

Two "Boy Scouts” do a good tumm

The rebel is killed

One of the "Boy Scoubs™ and a negro
man bring & sad message

A king prepares o return

An enemy is spared

A great 1lle ig found oub

A forelgner is again kind

the shories.

wwH5 -

16:16-17:14
17123
15:33-3%
17:18-22
18:1-8
14125,26
18:9-18

18:19-33
19:1-15

19:16-23
19:24-30
19:81-39

the map in this lessgon as you follow
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DAVID
4 Great King Looks into the Fulure

Introduction

There will be two paris o bthe lesson today.

1. Tell the stories which you have prepared. This shouwld
not take all of the fime if you tell them well.

2e After you have finished telling the 3%0?1953 vead,
either all together and aloud, or quietly to y&urself the
pagsages glven below, and nobtice what is sald about them.

Story-Telling Period

As you listen %o these stories of David, wateh for the
great power he had of atbtracting real friends. David had
enemies, of course, and there were people who were false
t0 him, as you will hear today; bub he was able %o make
the best people love and be true to him. This ability to
attract 1ayalty, even among forelgners, was one of David's
greatest gifts as a 1eaa9?~

Reading Period

David ZLooks Ahead %o the House of God
Reading: 1 Chronicleg 2 Jwﬁéﬁlﬁ

: 1@1@
Things o nobice in %hese two passages:

1. Ve found last btlme that one of the flrst things
David thought aboub after he became king of the
whole countyry was the worship of God. Hsre in
22:17-10 he is telling the experience we read aboub
in II Sanmuel 7.

2, 3olomon's neme meaneg "Pesceful”.l Contrast 22:8
and 9.

%. The advice and encouragement David gives his son
in 82313 is veyy much like that which was given
to a great general whom you have gstudied. Do you
renember him?

4, David prepared beauitiful things for the house of
Jehovah. As you read 239:1-5, try to see all these,

5, When David and the people had given their offer-
ings to God, how did they feel? Don't you think

v * € & : -3

1. Harginal reading, II Chronicles 22:9.

=56~
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- 1% is true that giving always makes people feel

this way?

E&?i@,mawﬁs Ahead to the Son of God

Q%&ﬁ:ﬁgﬁ II Sanmuel 203!

i

Things 0 nobice in this passsge:

1.

In the Tirst verse David gives four imporbant

Pacts aboul himmelf. Vhat is the last thing he
says? You have already read two of David's songs,
Paalm 23 and Psalm Bl. This selsction is also a
Pgalm, of course. You will Lind many more songs

by David and othew ”@%ﬁ@% singers 1ln the book of
Paalns.

In verses % and 4 ﬁavzﬁ apeaks of a Righteous Ruler
who is to come on the earth., Iike 3h@aham and Hoses,
David b@li&?&d that the day was coming when God
would send & Perfect Leader te lead the whole world.
Ve kmow that that Ieader 4id come, born as s baby
in the same city in which David lived as a Hoye-
Bethlehem--and dying in the same city ln which Dave
id ruled--Jerusalems dJesus Ghrxgt was, bthen, the

. 8on of Iavid, as well as the Son of Abrsham (Mab-

thew 1:1) and the Son of God,

w§7=
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ELIJAR
Shy a Leader Wag Heeded

Reading: I Kiﬁgg 16:29-55
17: 1«16

Introdustion

A great many things have happened gince we left David,
Before beginning to talk about today's stories, we ghall
lock haak for a few moments, and then loosk ahead.

?ﬁ Look Back

ou remember that David left a great kingdoem %o his son,
%slaman, Solomon's zeign is a very sad story. You may
read about it in the fzf%ﬁ book of Hings, chapters 3-11,
In these chapiers you will see how Solomon hegan with
everything that his hesrt cowld wish: wisdon, ?*8&@33
honor, love for Jehovah. But in 11:1«8 you will see whab
eaused his downfall. And iﬁ ﬁh@‘ﬁﬁxﬁ Gh&§ﬁer,y$ﬁ.%ill
£ind the result of Solomonts foll There was & revolu-
tion, and the kingdom for which J&vid hed done so mueh,
and whish he had united in such a fine way, was ﬁiviﬁe&a
Aﬁﬂ from the time of Solomon’s foollsh son there were bwo

kingdomg, bthe northern one, called %the kingdom of Israel,
and the southern one, with the tribe of Judah and Fhe liﬁu
tle tribe of Benjamin, cealled the kingdom of Judah. The
eapibal @f Israel was Samaria, and the capital of Judah
was Devid's eiby, Jerusalem. ia&% mapls OF course the
landé of Canasn was very smll, being only aboub 150 miles
long; bub the situation there was a lititle like that in
China in 1927, with Peking and Hanking btwo rival capiials.
Only the land of Israel wam never united agsin under one
rule, ag China wag,.

We Took Ahesad

Solomon bBegan bo relgn aboub 1000 years before Jegus was
born, and Yor some 400 years his descendants sat on the
thzmﬂe of Judsh. Among them were some very good men, who
tried to be real 1@&&@@3 of their people and o help then
to "love" and "serve™ Jehovah their God, as we found Moses,
Joshus, and Sammel urzing them o 4o, Bub most of these
kings of David's line were evil-hearbed men, who 4id not
try to set & good example to their people, but led them in

gserving other ga&sa

In the kingdom of Israel we find not one line of kings, bub
nine &gﬁaatias in about 250 years. The norbthern kingdom
came to an end about 150 years before the soubhern, then,
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you see, In fthe north there were no kings who tried Ho
lead their people in loving and serving Jehovah,

How, then, you may asgk, 4id the wovship of the true God
in vhom Abpaham helieved, and whom Joseph, MHoses, Joshua,
and Samuel urzed the neople o love and serve, continue?
The angwer ie Tfound in the lesson for today. The real
leaders in the time of the kinga were the prophets, whe
1ixe Ziijah, were hrave enough, &8 we shall see next time,
o tell the evil kings and the priests and the falge
propheds that they were wrong. The next three leaders
whiom we ghall stu@y were all prophebs.

We are now ready for today's reading.

Ying Breaks Gofl's Taw

ma.haag o the Ten Commandments in Fxodus 20 and read
ag&in verses & and 4. That wasg 1% that Ahab had done thatd
wag contrary Lo &Q&*a law? You have probably noticed the
name of Jeroboam the son of Febabt in the Tirst re&éiﬁm
above. He also broke CGod’s law as given in the Ten Come
mﬁn&mﬁﬁ%m, bubt Ahab 4ld worse, Je%ahaam wag the firsi

king of ths northers kingdom, and he sode two golden calves
ﬁc represent Jehowhe. Ahab brought in the worship of an-
obher gods Do you see ihab broke both the firgt and second
commandments. {Tor the story of Jeroboam, and why he made
these calves, read I Fings 12:25-38)., Who csused Ahadb Lo
introduce this false worship? (16:31). Have you ever known
families where the womsn wag the resl head of the housge?

A Great Leader i@ Again Prenared

How do you ﬁmgyase Ahab felt when one day a man suddenly
appeared before him and said what Elijah 4147 (17:1). To
find oub how Elijah looked, read II Kings 1:8, vhat did
Elijah have to do afier he made bthis announcement bo the
king? {17:2) How did God preserve the 1ife of Hig sor
vant Elijah during the time he was in hiding? Can you re=
eall obther times when Sod saved the 1life of n leader of
His people?

Hext time we shall hear more asbout Ahab and Jezehai, and
we shall meeld an oh her brave man besides ﬁiijahﬁ and we
shall see wha't Z1lijah did when he came out of hiding,



Lesson XXVI , Eiijah - B
ELIJAE

Why 8 Great Contest VWam Held

Beading: I Eings %g

Introduction ; ‘

When we left Zlijah, he was living in the family of a wide
ow in the foreign land north of Israel. Tow he comes oud

of hiding, at God's oall, and we have one of the nmwi éx-

eiting stories in the 014 Testament as a rvesulb,

Zwo Men Have Their Courage Tesied

ho was Obadian, and how had he showed his bravery? (18:
3,4). Our last lesson was called, "Why a Leader Was Feed-
¢d”, and Obadiah'e act shows how Tar condliions had

gone irn Israel when Elljah came to announce punishment on
Ahab. Think of it--in God's chosen nation, a prophet of
God was in danger of his 1life, becmuse of a forelgn queen
and hey idols! This Jezebel, with her strong wille-which
you will read more aboub later, 1T you follow the sugges-
tiong atb the end of this leggon~-might be compared in gome

wayse to the EZmpress Dowager. IT was as ungafe to be &
true worshiper of Jehovah in Jezmebel's time as it was to
be & true Christisn iz the times of the Empress Dowager
and the Boxer movemend. {You have doubiless heard the
stories of the wonderful faith of Christians, who died
rather than Geny thelr Savior. 4nd perhaps you know that
Harshal Feng Yu-hsiang first became a Christian because
ne saw Christisns dying for their faith.l) This, then,
wag the religious condition of Israel when Flljah came
back.

What was bthe physieal condition of the counbtry at this
time? (18:2,5). What had this to do with Flijah? (1%:1;
18:10). How do you suppose Elijah felt toward Obadish?
Isn't it a comfort, when you are going to do something
difficuvlt, to know that there is someone else in gympathy
with you? What was the secret of Elijah's courage? (17:1;
1&:15§, In the conversation bebween Eiijah and Ahab, in
18:17-19, you see how Elijah's courage made Ahab respect
and obey him, 4And don’t Torget that Ahab had & Baale
worshiping wife at honmel

. B % @ o 2

le Of, Marshall Bromhall, Harshal Feng, a Good Soldier of
Christ Jesus, pe Ya
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Lesson XXVI ' Biijah « B

Two Godg Have Their Power Tested
Tn the story of the great convests in chapter 18, notice
these points:
1, Why d4id ¥lijah bthink the contest was necessary? (21).
2+ Who were those in the conbest? (22). You might pub
this in the form of arithmetic: 1 man ;J%havah
450 men  Baal.
do What was the Hest Elijah gave? This ig especially
interesbing, because Baal Wﬁ$ the sun-god, from
whom fire might be expected.l
4y fgg gh?ge sake wag Zlijah holding the contest?
¥l
e %sw}di& B11 jah make fun of the prophets of Baal?
271
6. How did Elijah mske the test harder for himself
than for the prophets of Baal? (33-35)
7. How well 4id Blijah's test succeed? (88,39).

You will be interested to know that Blijah's name means

in the Hebrew, Jehovah is God.2 Perhaps his nsme had help-
ed ¥lijah to have suech faith in Jehovah that he was willing
to try a conbtest like this one.

It may be bthat some of you are like the Isrvaelites; you
are not sure whom you are golng to worship. To you who
are wondering whether Yo become Chrisbians or not, ¥lijah
says, "How 1amb 2o ye limping between the two sides? IP
Jehovah be God, follow himi®

More 3tories Lo Read

17 you would like to read move stories of Hlijah, you will

£ind them ag follows:
1» F1ijah is Encouraged by Jehovah I Mings 19:1-21
&+ Ahab 3teals a ?imgyar& 21:11-29
Be Elijah Goes to Heaven IT ¥ings £:1=14

® @ ® B € B

1, & Dictionary of the Bible, John D. Davis, Second
Bdition, Revised 1903, p. 63,

8s Uf. ibids, p. 195, and The Temple Dictionary of the
Bible, W. Ewing an@ J. ©Ee Heo Thomson, 1910, p. 163,

Bl



Lesson LXVII ‘ ‘ Isaiah
ISAIAY

A Prophed %ives‘camfnr% iﬁva Crigin

Reading: II Kings 17:5-23
18
19:1-20; 3237

Introduction

The account of Hezekiah and the siege of Jerusalem is
found in the propheey of Isalah, chapters 86 and 37, in
almoat the same Torm as in IT Xings 18:17-19:37. Again
we Ffind that a great deal has happened in the history of
the children of Igrael since we left them lasbt, TFor the
story of the kingdoms of Iasrael and Judah since the time
of Elijah, you will have %o read II Hings 3-16, There
are accounts in these chapters of great revolubions, and
brave propheis, which you will fin@ most interesting.
And there is one exeiting boy king! The Xings of Igrael
kept gebtting worze and worse, untxl finally the northern
kingdom fell, and the people were carried away captive by
a great nation o the northwest, Assyria. (See map).

Cause of the Fall of the Eingdom of Igwaesl

Tn your Tirst reading J0F Goday you have 8 fine summary
of the causes for tha punishment of the northern kingdom
of Israel., 7You see agaln why idolabyy was wrong for the
children of Israel, Just as you saw it in the btime of
Joghua, What same grest event is again referred to?

(I Xings 17:7).

Work of the Frophetb

You also have & gplendid idea of the work of the propheb
given in II Kings 17:13,23. The prophet whose message was
0 an evil king said two things: first, "Repentl" and sece-
ond, "If you do not wepent, Jehovah will punish the nationl®
Part of his message was for the present, and part for the
fubture. The preghets loved God snd listened so carefully
to Him that they could see that certain things were going
to han%%ﬁa That is why they are called "?ﬁase~wha~kmew»
first.’

All prophets were not sent to evil kings, however. What
kind of a king wag on ithe throne in Judah when Israsl
fell? vhat famoug father of his was Hezekiah 1like? (18:

g & @ & & &

1. Chinese term Tor prophets.

62w
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Tesson XEVIT Isaiah

B=6)s It is interesting o see the kind of message the
prophet Isaiah gzives Ho a king who is doing hie best to
be a wﬁrﬁay ﬁése&ad&aﬁ of the "man afber God's own heart.”

The &iﬁaﬁﬁisﬁ in Hezekiah's Relsm

Ta what year of Hezekioh's reign 4id the northern kingdom
of Igrael Fall? (18:10). Agsin, what was the nation that
econguered Igrael., How meny years afberwards did this sams
nation tyry to conguer the kingdom of Judah? (18:13). vy
to picture in your mind the scene on the wall at Jerusalem,
How would you have feld 1f you had been one of the offi-
elals of the Jews, and had had to listen to all the in-
sults shouted up &t you by the idssyrien officials? Ho
wonder the Jewish officials tried to save thelr faces bé-
fore the common people who had gathered, as a crowd will,
on the wall to see the ey@itemea%4 (18:26), How did bthe
enemy btyy to weaken the trust of the common people in
their king? (18: 29-35), How did the Jews answeyr Rabshakeh?
({18:36). “You know how hard it is o I keep quiet when some-
one insulbts your school, or your parents, or your friends,
or yoursel®; and so you can sympathize with the Jews here,
can't you?

%éz@kiah‘s Defence

ezeriah did in three times of danger:

the Agsyrian armies invaded Judah. (18:18-16),

n Ohins in 1927 when the defeated Norvhern armles

‘wﬁr@ rebreating, sometimes ocities would pay them
thougands of dollars %o pass by and not loot. What
do you think of Hezekiah's plan here?

2e %ﬁen the J@wﬁ game and told him of Rabshakeh's
i : t1-5)e Do you Think Hezmekiah had

Tearned o lesson from the result of his first plan
to get rid of his enemles? Qn what is he aenanﬁiag

~ now? Is he quite suve? {19:4),

3. lhen Rabshakeh's letter came. (19:14-19), How had
The answer b0 isaiah's prayer in the second experi-
ence nelped Hezekish bo face this new danger? You
eannos hel§ geeing how his faith had grown., How
did he answer the boast which Rabshakeh made on
his Firvst visit (18:33-35) and repeated in his let-
ter? (19:11-13). Iook in 19:17,18, What reason
d4id Hezekiah give for asking &e&‘ help? (19:19).

Igajah's Help ,
Perhaps you bthink that this is & lesson on a king, Hege
ekiah, more bthan on the prophet Isalahe DBub tvy 4o read
the story without the prophet, and you will see how ine
complete it is. Isalsh is the one who gives hope to the




Legson JEVIX Isaiah

king--who answers him with "Thus saith Jehovah,® and
tells him what Jehovah is going %o do. Isalah gave Heg-
ekiash three wonderful messapes Lrom Jehovah:

1. "Be not afraid.” (19:6).

B« %1 have heard thee.” (19:20).

Se "I will defend this clty bo save 1t." (19:34).
How was Gol's promise fulfilled? (19:85,36).
Igaiah's name means in the Hebrew, "Jehovah has saved.”l
Ign't it interesting that here we have another prophet
whose name lg very closely connected with his message?

Why was 1t that Isaish was able to give such messages from
God to Hemekiah? Don't forget what kind of king Hezekiah
wage. In our next lesson we shall meet another prophet who
had veyy different things %o say about this same clty of
Jerugalem, and we shall find out vhy.

The prophecy of Isaiah contalng many of the most besubifal
ghapters in the (14 Tesbament. Among these is chapber 63,
which telis of the sufferings of Une who wasg to come. Read
this chepter when you have time, and see how it describes
Jegus our Savior.

e Dﬁ"ﬁ‘iﬁ, Qe Gi’bég D 34‘35.

G-



ILesson EXVIII . Jeremish ~ A
JEREMTIAY
The Yan Who Stood Alone

Reading: Jeremiah 88:1-23

Introduction

Today we Bre to have a sbory from the life of a third
prophet, Jeremiah, Isalah, you remember, gave his mes-
saze in the time of Hezekish, king of Judah, very soon
after the northern kingdom Gf Israel fell an& the people
were carried away by Assyria. Ve found thabt the reason
that Isalah could glve a message of safety was Hezekish's
gooldness, and we sai& that the nexit prophet would have an-
other kind of message, because he waul& be preaching in
the time of a very different king. Ve sghall see just how
different things were with Jeremlah, aboubt 125 years later.

VWhat Vas Jeremiah's Message?

To understand the sibuation in today's lesson, try to
imagine all of north China conguered 150 years ago by an
enemy nation, with only the province of XKiangsu left.
Imagine most of the provinee of Hiangsu now conquered by
another enemy-~Japan, for instance--who has put a Chinese
king on the throne at Fanking, after carrying away to
Japan the king before him. Suppose this last king has re-
belled, and Japan has sent an army which is besieging
Hanking., Imagine & Chinese Christlan preacher going
around Nanking telling the king snd the people that God
wants them to surrender to the Japanese, and that only by
doing this can they save Hanking from being burned, Now
you see how things were at the time chapier 38 begins, and
you gee how different Jeremlah's message was from Isaiah'sg,
Read about the situation in Judah as glven in II ¥ings 24:
10-20. Here the enemy is Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon,
or Ghalﬁea¢ {See map).

JUhy Was Jeremiah's Message Hecessary?
Put why was 1% necessary ior God b0 send such a message to
Zedekiah about Jerusalam, when He had gent such a hegefnl
one to Hezekiah 125 years before? As we have sald, Zedekish
was a very different kind of King from Hezmekiah, You have
already found out what kind of man he was, Trom II Kings 24,
And now read II Chronicles 36:11-13., In verses 12 and 13,
what Hwo wrong things do you find aboubt Zedekiah
1. In his attitnﬁ@ toward God, and God's messenger,
Jeremigh?
2. In his attitude toward Hebuchadnezzar, king of
Babylon?

~65-
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Lesgon XXVITI Jerenish =~ A

You may think that rebelling against a foreign king who
has conguered most of your country is & patriotic thing,
and not wrong at all. Bub notlice in II Chronicles 13 what
Hebuchadnezzar had made Zedekiah do when he put him on the
throne, In II Kings 24:17 you saw that the king of Baby-
lon had changed Zedekiah's name. His name had been
Pattaniah, which means Gift of Jehovah,l and had been
changed to Zedekiah, which means Lighveousness of Jehovah.?
The king of Babylon had ir thig way, you see, given Zed-
ekiah s name which would remind Zedekish that be had sworn
by Jehovah to be a falthful mervant to bthe foreign king.
Febuchadnezzar could have taken Zedekiah ecaptive to Babylon
along with the other princes whom he btock before {(II Kings
24:112), but instead of that he placed him on the throne
and trusited him fto be falthful.

You know how much Japan has been blamed, not only by China
but by many other nations, for breaking an agreement in
invading ¥anchuria. (Japan i not the only nation that has
ever broken agreements, of course; o most nations a treaty
is somebthing to be kepbt only if it is convenient.) Yeb if
you were a loyal Japanese subject, you would probably think
it very patriobic to do all you could to gelt for your
fellow-countrymen a great and rich country like Manchuris
0 live in. Bub all 1ife is based on agreements, and they
should be held sacred. Vhen you comé¢ Ho a school, you are
really saying, "I agree to keep the rules of this sechool”
and the school agrees on its part to givé you & good edu-~
ecation for the money you pay. YTou see, then, that it was

& gserious thing for Zedekiah %o rebel againgt Febuchad-
nezzer after he had promised teo serve him; and Jevemiah
therefore told him that he should surrender.

What Pid Jeremiah Have to Suffer Because of Hig Megsage?
16 the story Tor Loday you S6€ how Jeremiah had 50 surfer
for preaching as he did. And bhis is only one instance.
There are many others given, For one thing, he was aceus-
ed of being a traitors (38:4). You ean imagine how much
that hurt him, because you know how you would Pfesl 1f any-
one aceused you of being for the Japanese. To see how
Jervemiah really felbt aboub his country and about Jerusalem,
read 9:1 in Jeremiah's prophecy, and 2:11,12 in his Tament-
ations, the next book. :

1. Davis, op« cits, Dpe 461,
2o X%ia., ps 795,
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Lesgon XAVIIT Jeremiah « 4

Bub you have seen in today's story that Jeremiah had %o
guffer in body as well ag in soul. Because Zedekiah was
g0 weak, this poor prophet ¥as treated in a terrible man-
ner. How would you like %o be where he was pub? And yei
he was not without friends, as you see. The man who pull-
ed him out of the pit was a negrol! How do you know that
he was a very kind-hearted man? If you resd 39:15-18,

you will see how he was rewarded.

A%t the end of the veading for boday, you again see Jer-
emiah giving the message, "Suwrendey, or you, Zedekiah,
will be eapbured, and Jerusalem will be burned with firvel”
And you will see what happened, if you wvead 89:1-8. Of
course many would blame Jervemiah when Jerusalem fell, and
gso 1% musht have been a time of great sadness for hims: Vhat
gave him the courage, kuowing that this was going o hap-
pen, to stand wp all alone and preach as he did? VWe shall
Pind the angwer to that next times
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Iesgon XXLIX Jeremiah « B
JOREHIAY
Phe ¥an Who Stood With God

Reading: Jeremiah 1:4-10; 16«19

Introduction

A% the end of our first lesson on Jeremiah, we asked the
guestion, "What pave Jeremiah the courage to sband alone
and preach as he 4id?" We shall txy to answer that today.

Jeremlah's Call

Tn thé selections Tor this lesson we shall find answers
to the Tollowing guesbtions helpful in telling us the
gecret of Jeremiah's courage:

l. How did Jeremialh know that God had a speciml work
for him to do? (5).

2, How did he feel when he vealized this Pact? (6).
Does this make you think of another leader whom
God ealled bto & hard bagk, and who began bhinking
sboub himself? (See ILesson XI).

3. How d4id God encourage Jeremiah? (8a,17h). Compare
what God said to Joshua, (Jee Lesson XVI). ;

4, How can we tell from this zyveat eall of Jeremiah's
that his message was not Just something he made up
himselr? (7,929,171,

5., How 4id God prepare Jeremiah for whet he might ex-
peet? (18,138,

6, What parts of God's message to him as given in
thig first chapber would comfort Jeremish most as
he remenmbered thenm years later in experiences like
the oune we read about last time? Find these your-
agli.

Jeremish's Hope \

You will be glad te know that Jeremlah's work was nob all
"$o0 pluek up and bto break down and to destroy and to overw
throw." It was also "to build and to plant.” (1:10).
Although he had to tell his people that God was punishing
them for thelr sins (1:16), and although Jerusalem was
paptured and burned and the people were carried away Ho
Babylon {%9:1-10), Jevemiah told thenm also of a day when
Go@ would bring them back, Read 16:14,15. Chapters 31-
8% are gsometimes called the "Book of Hope". Read 53:12,
16, Jervemiah, Moses, David, and Isaiah looked forward to
the coming of a Righteous Ruler whom we see¢ now to have
been Jesus, the Ghrist. What verse in B85:12-16 tells
about this Coming One?
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Lesson XXIX Jeremiah - B

ggge About Jeremish

"8 have had bime Tor only one sbory from the 1life of
Jaremiah. It would be & great pity for you %o niss some
of the other things that happened to him; You will f£ind
listed below a few of the most interesbing sbories aboub
him in the rest of the book, which you may read some time.

dJevemiah as a Teacher

In order to atbrach bthe abbention of people, or Ho teach
some greal lesson, Jeremiash often 4id some rather sirange
things:

1. He buries a girdle Chapber 13:1-12
2+ He visgits a potier 18:1-12
3. He breaks a bodtle 19:1-18
4, He wears a yoke B73148
o 27:12-28
5. Hig yoke is broken 28:1-1%7
6. He buys a rield 321115

(Remember Hhat bthis last sbory is in the "Book of Kﬁp&”‘)

Jeremiah's Hardships ) ;
1. The men of hiz own city plot

sgalnst him Chapbter 11:18-23
B I@ ig put in the stooks 201113
3. He is thr@ateﬁeﬁ with,death 26
4, He is arrested and put in prison 67:16=81

Chapbers 40-44 tell aboub Jeremiah after the fall of Jerus-
alem. You may be interesbted o see what happened to him
then.

Jeremish's Grestness

in Jderemian we nave bthe kind of lemder who is so much
needed everywhere in the world today--a leader who is nob
afraid to stand slone, if necessary, and gulfer, in order
to bell his nation her faults and try to bring her to zee
them and repent of them., We have Tound ioday the secrsd
of Jeremiah's greatness. And Jeremiah's name, %00, sug-
gests the source of his sbrength: God mskes Tirm.l Iay
God raise up Tor China as well as For the rest of the -
world in these hard days, men who will so belleve in Him
that they will have the couraze to spesk the truth which
shall durn nationg into the right @atha. Yoy you students
learn while young that God slone can give the courage aﬁ&
faith needed to be a leader angwh@re.

l. CF. Davis, op. cit., ps 348,



Lesson XXX o Tehemiah
‘ WEHEMIAH
A Patriot Builds a City's Walls

Reading: Psalm 126
Hehenmiah l 1-33 10,11
w » 3»,""'15
9:11~3; Bb-38

Introduction

1% has been & long time since the fall of Jerusalem, the
last event we read sboub. You vemember bthat Jeremiah
looked Torward b0 bhe day when the ecaptive Jews would be
brought back to thelr own land and bto thelr great eagi%&l
eity, Jerusalem, Just as they had been brousht up out of
Egypt to that land. In II Chronlcles 36:22-23 you may
read of the decree glven by the man who had congusred
Babylon in the 850 wyears since Babylon had conguered Judah
and capbured Jerusalem. This decree gave permission fTor
the aagtives to return and rebuild the Temple in Jerugalem.
In the book of Ezwya, Jjust before Hehemish, you may read
the story of how the capitives went back and did rebulld
the Temple, and even had a great Passover feast. (Ezra
1-6). The first reading for today may help you to pichure
those returning capbives:. Think how you would feel i you
had been away from China, a captive in a foreign country,
for long years, and then wers given permission to veturn]

Wan Who Loved Hisg Hation
Iﬁ vas apout 00 years atter the first captives sbarbted
baek %0 Jerusalem that the stery of Hehemiah begins.l The
part we have for teday is wreally only the %@ginniag of %he
gtory, however. You must »ead the rest of the book some
time, because it gives a picbuve of & man who loved his
Gaaﬂﬁry g0 mueh that he went through sll sorts Qf hapri-
ships in order 4o serve hers You will find that Hehemiah,
like the other leadeps of God's people, trusted @a& to
help hinm; and yov will see how God did help him against
very Glﬁ?@? enemies. Kg Hehemiah were a Chinese btoday, he
would certainly belong a the "love-counbyry” movement.

A Speech Reviewing the ﬁiat ory of a Hation

Te 0L0S6 our shudy of bthe Uid iegt&m&nt with the zreat
spe@ah given in Fehemiah 9, In this speech you fimé 8
&@l&nﬁiﬁ review of the history we have been over, Two of

¢ & » & & @

l. Cf. George Adam Smith, Jerusalem,'?ol, II, pe &32.
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Leangon X3Z Hehonmish
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ILegson IXX | Hehemiah

Jesug, the Perfect TLeader

%e have noticed that many of these great men looked a&&a&
and spoke of a Perfect Leafeyr whom God would send into the
world. Leb us see, in closing, how He combines the vire
tues of all the great men in His nation before Him.

ﬁmaelf;&h love of counbry
Jﬁrﬁ&ﬁl&my Jerusalems. . now often would I have gat%era@

thy ehildren together, even as a hen gathereth her chicke
eng under her wings...i" {(Matthew 23:37.}

Couraze to webuke sin
Tpe wito you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypooritesi? (i@t
%h@w 23113 £f.)

siaal gourage

Aﬁﬁ it came To pass, when the days were wellenigh come
that ha ghould be veceiva% up, he stedfasily ﬁet his face
t0 go to Jerusalems..' {Iumke 9:51.)

Q&f&f@,ﬁa gtand slone and spesk %ru th
Tihen all Gthe disciples 1616 him, and fleds.«. 4nd the
high priest sald unbo him, I adjure thee by the living
God, that thou tell us whether thou art the Chrish, the
Son of Gods Jesus saith uwoto him, Thou hast ﬁ&i@wcta
Then the high priest rent his garments, saying, He hath
gpoken blasphemy...what think ye? They answered and gaid,
He is worthy of death.” (Hatthew 26:56 £f.)
Humility

Ydegusge..riseth from gupper, and layeth aslde hls garmenis;
and he took a bowel, and girded himself., Then he poureth
water inbo the basim ang b@gan 4o wash bhe dlsciples! feet,
and $0 wipe them with the bowel wherewlith he was girded.”
John 3..&}~ .gi,al N )

ﬁ@reful lisbening to God's Voicge

Tind in bhe moraing, & great while before day, he rose up
and went oub, and deparbted into a deserbd place, and there
prayed,” (Mark 1:55.)
Ability %o comfort in distress

¢ ‘unto me, all ye uﬁdt 1aasr and are heavy lafen, and
I wiil zive you rest.” (Matihew 11:28.)

%ﬁ@'ﬁe ppened his mouith and bauvght them, 88¥ingZsss
Bleassed are the pure in heard: for thvy ghall see God."
(Matthew 5:2,8¢) :

Patience

Tiho, when he was reviled, r&vzia@ 7noh
fered, bhreatened nob." iz Pefer 2:23.
“ai%h in God's Promises

Tind he salth unto themseesLf ye have Palth as a grain of
mugtard seed, ye shall say unbo this mountaln, Hemove

again; when he suf-

e
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hence to yonder place; snd 1% shall remove; and nothing
shall be lmpossible unto you." (Mabtihew 17:80.)

We Review Our Work

In the very Tfirst lesson in this 1idtle bhook, we compared
our study to a %trip inbo an unkna%ﬁ Qiﬁd or couniry, with
thege lescons as a gulde-books Yow that we have fiﬁishé&,
we might compare Whai we have done Lo the conqueast of a
”yr@gigﬁﬂ land” in which there were many eremies, with the
lesgsong whieh we have sbudied ag a hook o? pilitayy tact-
iocg o gulide us.

The greatesgt of these enemies wasg the tribe of giants
salled Ignowrance, op "I-don'it-kunow." We have conquered
8 great many of them with the sling of Situdy and the
smooth pebbles of Hemory.

Another enemy tribe was called Indifference, or "I-don't-
care”, and near by there lived a kindred tribe known as
W%ﬁwilliagnass, or "I«don't-wanb-to." Theze both lived

in the hilly counbzy of Jlaziness. Ye took the only road
that led to thelr lande--the Hoad of Awakened Intevest, and
“they, Ho0, have been conquered.

Howsver, as in the days of Joghus, "there remsineth yet
very much land to be @O%Sesgﬁﬁa“ {(Toshua 18:1)« 4nd so
we shall hope b0 go on using our book of bactles and find-
ing oult other mebhods Tor ourmelves until we have conquer-
ed all the "promigsed land” of the 0Lld Testbament.
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