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QHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 



CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

1. The Problem of the Study. 

During the past centuries constant research 

and varying experiments have been undertaken to improve 

education, until today it has become both an art and a 

science. But only in recent years has the church realized 

that, if she would transform lives by her eternal message, 

she, too, must use the best educational methods available. 

Even the last decade, therefore, has seen a great trans­

formation in the religious education programs in many of 

our churches in America. 

Nor has this awakening been confined to our 

own country. Gradually, with more and more pe.dagogically 

trained missionaries scattered throughout the world, the 

movement for improved schools has spread. So, too, in 

Miller Seminary, Siu Laam, China, the school in which the 

writer has been teaching for the past three years, great 

efforts have been made by its leaders in the past to devel­

op a school program in keeping with the standards of our 

best American schools. They have, I believe, to some ex­

tent succeeded. Religious education has ever been a part 

of this school program. However, as the result both of 

2. 
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observation and of study, I am convinced that this reli­

gious education program does not measure up to the present 

standards set by our leaders in the field of religious 

education today. The problem involved in this study, there­

fore, is the analysis of the religious education program 

from the sixth to the ninth grades in Miller Seminary. By 

this analysis it is hoped first of all to discover the needs 

of the situation, and then to evaluate the present program 

in the light of these needs. The final step will be to set 

up constructive suggestions, in keeping with modern standards 

and at the same time adapted to the local situation, for re­

vising the present program and for building one that more 

nearly approximates the ideal. 

11. General Setting of the stua~·~ .. 

A. Lo~ation and Bac~g~ound o~ th~~S~hool. 

Miller Seminary 

is located in Siu Laa.m in Kwongtung Province, South China. 

Siu Laa.m is a country village about fifty miles ·south of 

the metropolis of Canton in the Heung Shaan district. Its 

population is estimated to be about 200,000. As there are 

no factories here, the chief occupation is the raising of 

silk worms and the growing of mulberry leaves. Bandits 

have run rife since the revolutionary disturbances of re­

cent years and landowners find it unsafe to go out into 



country districts to farm their lands. As a result, the 

people are generally becoming poorer. This in turn has 

its effect upon the school. Travel to and from Canton 

must be done by riverboats and the rivers are often in­

fested with pirates so that this danger at times lessens 

the number of students coming from Canton and villages 

near Canton. 

About thirty years ago the church of The United 

Brethren in Christ launched work in Siu Laam. At first 

bitter opposition and persecution followed, but gradually 

4. 

a small Christian community has been built up, and, through 

the ministry of the Mission Hospital and of Miller Seminary, 

many friends have been won. The Chinese, as is known, are 

believers in Buddhism, Taoism, and Animism. Idol shrines 

are found everywhere· along the streets and in the houses. 

Ancestor worship is generally practiced. Naturally, there­

fore, many people hesitate sending their children to Miller 

Seminary, lest they become Christians and forsake their 

native faiths, especially the worship of their ancestors. 

But inasmuch as there is no school in Siu Laam that can 

compare with Miller Seminary in its high academic standar~ 

its discipline, its equipment, and its well-trained teachErS, 

and inasmuch as there is no similar school in Canton with 

such low rates of tuition, many parents do send their daug~rs 

·for these advantages. · 

In such a situation, therefore, it is evident that 



when the students do decide to accept Christianity it often 

means severe persecution and perhaps stopping school. For 

this reason many students do not confess their new faith 

in their homes, and ~re not baptized, since to take this 

step is considered a very serious matter and is, in fact, 

a public declaration of their faith in Christ. They try 

to live their Christianity, waiting and praying for the 

opportunity for baptism. 

B. History of the School. 

5. 

It was in the year 1900, a time of 

fear and crisis that plans were laid by the church of The 

United Brethren in Christ for the founding of a boarding 

school for girls in Canton, China. This year will be remem­

bered for the uprisi~ of the Boxers. The messengers sent 

from the North to the Sovernor of the South, with the order 

to murder all missionaries and Christians there failed to 

reach him, it is true, but the awful deeds perpetrated in 

the North and the threats made against the South were gener­

ally kno~~ in the South. Surely it was hardly a time for 

new ventures in school building, and yet during the summer 

of that fateful year, Dr. H.K. Shumaker, a missionary, re­

mained in Canton and superintended the erection of the Girls' 

Boarding School. With an unwavering faith and a courage un­

daunted, the foundations of Miller Seminary were laid and 

with that same faith and courage the leaders of the school, 

during the three decades that have followed, have developed 



the school in all its various phases, until it has reached 

its present high standards, has established for itself an 

outstanding reputation in South China, and has rendered a 

memorable service to hundreds of lives. 

The formal opening of the school was held March 

12, 1901. The beginnings were humble, indeed, for there 

were but eight pupils, one Chinese teacher, and a mission­

ary principal, Mrs. H. K. Shumaker. As time went on more 

girls entered the school, more teachers were employed, and 

a course covering eight years was developed. To read the 

full history of the growth of the sm ool program, the 

changes wrought in the lives of the girls who came, and 

the slovr breakdown of opposition in the community would 

be to read a story as interesting as any book of fiction 

could offer. As time went on the number of students so 

increased that the school building proved to be inadequate. 

At the same time, the location was found to be undesirable 

because of the proximity of factories. In 1914, therefore, 

the school was moved to the village of Siu Laam, which 

offered a virgin field for Christian education among girls. 

For three years it was necessary to lease a Chinese house 

for the school, but in 1917 the school moved into ita 

present well-equipped buildings. 

In 1909, as a memorial to Mrs. E. K. Miller of 

America, whose life had been one of deep interest and 

devoted service to the girlhood of all lands, the school 
Le 

had been christened nThe Elizabeth Kuml!ir Killer Seminary 

for Girls.n This rather cumbersome title, however, is 

6. 



seldom used, and the school is commonly known as ttMiller 

Seminary". That same year "The Young Women's Bands" in 

America were asked to take as their special work the 

support of this institution. This meant enlarged gifts 

for the carrying on of the work. 

In 1922 Miller Seminary was reorganized into a 

six-year Primary and a three year Junior High School pro­

gram, with also a Kindergarten class. This action con­

formed to the newly adopted government educational policy 

and standards. It has helped the school to'a position of 

greater prominence and respect among Chinese leaders and 

has prepared its students to enter higher schools of learn­

ing. This action, too, has made Miller Seminary the first 

Christian Junior High School in South China. The work is 

fully accredited by other schools and by the Kwongtung 

Christian Educational Association. 

From the first days of the school, the underly­

ing purpose has been to give Christian education to Chinese 

girl~ to bring them to accept Jesus Christ as their Saviour, 

to give them a knowledge of the Btble, and to train them 

in Christian livirg. The carrying out of this purpose, 

however imperfectly in many instances, has left its in­

fluence on hundreds of girls who have left Miller Seminary 

to be better teachers, better nurses, better mothers, and 
II 

better workers because of the training they have received 

there. 



a. 

111. Method of Procedure in the Study. 

As stated above, our 

purpose is to discover the needs in the present Religious 

Education program in Miller Seminary. As a first step to­

wards this end a letter was sent to Miss Gladys Ward, Prin­

cipal of Miller Seminary, and another to Miss Helen Chan, 

Vice Principal, requesting data concerning the pupils en­

rolled from the sixth to the ninth grades in Miller Semin­

ary 1929-1930, this year's statistics being used as repre­

sentative of present conditions in the school. The foJJow­

ing questions were asked concerning each student: l. What 

is her age? 2 Is her father a Christian? 3. Is her mother 

a Christian? 4. How many previous years of Bible study 

has she had? 5. Is she a Christian? 6. Has she been 

baptized? 7. Is she a dormitory or a day student? a. 
What service does she render, such as teaching a SUnday 

School class, teaching in a SUmmer School, or working in 

the Y.w.c.A.? The writer, having taught in Miller Semin-

ary from September 1927 to the summer of 1930, and having 

taught the sixth, seventh, eighth, and ninth grades duriag 

the year 1929-1930, was able in many instances to answer 

these questions herself. Her ovm answers were checked up 

by Miss Ward and Miss Chan. Letters were sent to Miss Helen 

Chan, and Miss Chan Ron Kwong asking for information concern­

ing the courses of Bible they taught in Miller Seminary, as 

well as for information concerning their o~~ training. Miss 

Lei Nin Ying, a teacher who is superintendent of the Miller 
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Seminary Sunday School, was requested to furnish a sample 

worship program. Miss Ward v1as asked for definite data 

concerning the Sunday night Bible class which she taught, 

for sub j ectl!r followed by students in the .ir t
1Evening Prayers r! 

and for a list of the Y.W.C.A. committees. The wr·iter has 

relied on her mm kno·wledge for the other i terns not mentioned. 

The information thus gained will be the basis for 

the survey of the organization of grades Vi' to IX,and for 

the analysis of the present progra111 of Religious Education. 

All the students in grades VI to lX range in age from thir-

teen to nineteen years, so that we may classify them as 

adolescents. Therefore, a brief study of adolescent 

psychology will be made to determine the general needs 

of the students, and an analytical study of the political, 

economic, social, and religious conditions of Siu Laam 

andits environs to discover the specific needs of the 

Miller Seminary girls. Then, having made a survey of 

' the present program of Religious Education, a study of 

the general and specific needs of the pupils, we shall 

be ready to give, in conclusion, constructive suggestions 

for the revision of the present Religious Education pro-

gram. 
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CHAPTER 11 

AN ANALYTICAL SURVEY OF THE ORGANIZATION 

OF THE SIX'l'H TO THE NINTH GRADES IN 

.MILLER SEMINARY 

1. Introduction. 

11. 

The organization of any school naturally in­

cludes pupils, teachers, and equipment. The personnel of 

~he group may be small, and the equipment crude, yet all 

three factors are essential to the effective functioning 

of a school. Therefore, in order to understand the or­

ganization of Miller Seminary, we shall include in our 

survey a study of the pupils, a study of the teachers, 

and a study of the equipment. 

11. A Survey of the Pupils. 

Since the nature of much of this material is of 

necessity statistical, it can best be shown by means of 

tables. These will cover respectively, the distribution 

of pupils in grades VI to IX, with respect to the age 

limits of the pupils in each grade. The uables which 

follow are: Table 1, Enrollment of Pupils in Each Grade; 

Table 2, Age Distribution of Pupils in Each Grade; Table3, 

The Religious Status of the Pupils; Table 4, The Religious 

Background in the Homes of Pupils; Table 5, Previous yeare 

of Religious Training; Table 6, Dormitory and Non-DormitotY 



Students; Table 7, Sunday School and Church Attendance; 

Table 8, Y.W.C.A. Membership; Table 9, Y.w.c.A. Service 

Program; Table 10, Y.w.c.A. Bible Class. 

A. Distribution of Pupils in Each Grade. 

1. Enrollment in Each-Grade. 

The following table will show the number of 

pupils enrolled in each class from VI to IX grades. It 

will be noticed that the total number is only a small 

group, and that the number decreases in each grade. The 

latter fact is true of schools in America and the reason 

for it is the same, namely, that .with each succeeding 

school year as subjects become more difficult, students 

become discouraged, and leave school. 

Table 1. 

Grade Number Enrolled 

Vl 16 
Vll 13 
Vlll 9 
lX 6 

'l'O'ta.L ':1:':1: 

2. Age Limits in Each Grade 

Table 2 below shows the age distribution in each grade. 

Table 2. 
"' Approximate 

Ages of Students 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 Median 
Aa.e --

Students in GradeVl 3 8 4 1 ~4 
tt ·n " Vll 1 4 2 3 2 1 15 
tt fl nvlll 4 2 2 1 ; .l5 l 

tl It ll lX 2 2 1 1 17 

Totals 4 16 10 6 5 1 2 

12. 



B. Personal Factors 

1. Religious Status 

a. Christians and Non-Christians. 

The following table 

will show the number of Christians, both baptized and 

not baptized; also the number of non-Christians in each 

grade. 

Table 3. 

The Religious Status of the Pupils 

Grade Christians Nor. -Chri t:~+: -t t~n.t:~ 
tlaptised · N ot Baptized Total 

num-
ber 
of 

Christ-
ians 

Vl 7 9 16 0 
Vll *8 4 12 1 ---Vlll 6 2 8 1 
lX 5 1 6 0 

Totals 26 16 42 2 

* one girl in grade Vll is Catholic 

b. Christian Homes and Non-Christian Homes. 

13. 

In order to understand the pupils' religious 

background a survey of Christian and non-Christian homes 

has been made. In some instances only one parent is a 

believer, a fact which makes the Christian home influence 

less than if both parents were Christians. The following 

table willshow the number of Christian and non-Christian 

fathers and mothers. 



14. 

Table 4. 

t----ar·ade s 
The Religious Background in the Homes of Pupils. 

Christian Parents Non-Christian Parents 
--··--·~ . 

Homes in Homes i:r: Both Homes in Homes in Both 
which which Father which which Father 

Father Mother & Father Mother & 
oii!Yis only is Mother only is only is Mother 

Phristian Christian are not a not a are not r--- Christian Christ Christ- Christians 
ian ian 

Vl 2 3 2 11 
Vll 2 5 2 6 
Vlll 1 1 1 7 
lX - 2 4 

Totalf: 1 4 11 4 1 28 

c. Previous Religious Training. 

The following table will show 

the number of previous years of religious training each 

girl in each grade has had. 

Table 5. 

Previous years of Religious Training. 

Years of Training 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Students in Grade Vl 1 3 1 1 2 4 2 2 
II " n Vll 2 1 ~ 2 ~ 1 1 
n tt t1 Vl11 1 1 3 1 1 1 1 
II n " lX 1 1 2 1 1 

Totals 1 7 2 2 5 7 8 4 3 2 3 

Note: At first glance it will seem strange th~ 

a girl in the seventh or eighth grade has had eleven 

years of religious training. These have had the two 

year Kindergarten course, and, in addition, have had to 

study two years in one grade, because of failure to pass 

their work at the first attempt. 
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c. Other Factors. 

1. Dormitory and Non-Dormitory Students. 

The students living in the dormitory are con­

stantly under Christian influence, whereas many day stu­

dents do not have such Christian environment. The follow­

ing table will show the number of dormitory and non-dormi­

tory students in each grade. 

Table 6. 

Dormitory and Non-Dormitory Students. 

Grades 

Vl 
Vll 
Vlll 
lX 

Totals 

Dormitory Students Non-Dormitory Students 

6 10 
9 4 
6 3 
3 3 

24 20 

2. Average Attendance at SUnday School and 

Church. 

The school requires that all dormitory students 

attend Sunday School and Church unless there is a valid 

excuse, such as sickness, to cause their absence. The res-

ponsibility for seeing that&l the students go to these 

services rests with the Stude~t Government Association and 

this means has been effective in maintaining a high record 

of attendance. 
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Table 7. 

Sunday-School and Church Attendance. 

Grade Enrollment Average Percent 
Attendance 

Vl 16 14 87~ 
Vll 13 13 100% 
Vlll 9 9 100~ 
lX 6 6 100~ 

Totals 44 42 95% 

3. Extra School Contacts 

a. Y.W.C.A. 
(1) Membership. 

The following table will show the number 

of girls in each grade who are members of the student Y.W.CA. 

Table 8. 

Y.w.c.A. Membership. 

Grade Members Non-Members 
0-

V1 7 9 
Vll 10 3 
Vlll 7 2 
lX 6 0 

Totals 30 14 

(2) Service. 

Through the Y.w.c.A. a number of students 

have opportunity for expressionalactivities (See Chapter 111, 

Item 1 V ,A.) The following table will show the number in 

each grade who participate in such leadership • 

... 
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'fable 9. 

Y.w.c.A. Service Program. 

Grade Participsnts Non-Participants 

Vl 5 2 
Vll 5 5 
Vlll 5 2 
lX 3 3 

Totals 18 12 

b. Bible and Prayer Groups. 

From time to time, in order to 

meet a temporary situation, special prayer and Bible 

groups are formed. Because of their transitory charac-

ter it is impossible to give any definite statistics 

concerning these. There is, however, a weekly Bible 

class held under the auspices of the Y.W.C.A. The 

following table will show the number in each grade en­

rolled in this class. 

Table 10. 

Y.w.c.A. Bible Class. 

Grade Enrollment 

V1 4 
Vll 8 
Vlll 3 
lX 2 

Total 17 

111. A Survey of the Teaching Staff. 

The Bible teaching staff is made up of four 

young women; two Chinese and two Americans. Each of 

these four teachers teach other subjects in addition 

to their Bible classes. Although there are other teach-
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era who also teach grades VI to IX, they will not be con­

sidered here, since our interest centers speci.ficallyin 

the program o.f Religious Education only. 

A. Principal. 

The Principal, Miss Gladys Ward, was born and 

reared in China, hence she has the advantage o.f a ready 

command o.f the Chinese language. She is an earnest Christ­

ian and is thoroughly evangelistic in spirit, so that in 

addition to her duties as Principal, she does personal work 

among the students. Miss Ward is a college graduate and 

has taught in Miller Seminary .for .four years. For the la~ 

three years she has been serving as Principal o.f the schoo~ 

B. Teachers of Bible. 

The sixth and seventh grade Bible 

classes were taught by Miss Helen Chan, who has been an 

outstanding Christian leader .for years, but has had no 

special training to teach Bible. She is a graduate of 

Miller Seminary, and .o.f a Christian Middle School in Hong 

Kong. She studied Bible throughout her school courses, irid 

personally during her seventeen years of teaching in Miller 

Seminary. At the present time Miss Chan is studying at 

"The Bible Seminary for Women" in Shanghai, in preparation 

for better Bible teaching. 

The eighth grade Bible class wa~ taught by Miss 

Chan Hon Kwong, a graduate o.f True Light Middle School, a 

Presbyterian School in Canton. She hersel.f is a strong 

Christian character, but does not like to teach Bible be-
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cause, as she frankly confesses, having had no special 

training for it, she does not know how to teach it. In 

True Light Middle School she had the following Bible 

courses: 1. uPreparing for the Kingdom of God", 2. ttThe 

Bible and Social Living,*' 3. "The World a Field for Christ­

ian Service," 4. "The Gospel of Johnn. Miss Chan has taught 

two years in Miller Seminary. 

The ninth grade Bible class was taught by the 

writer who is a college graduate and who has had one year 

of Bible training at "The Biblical Seminary in New York. u 

She has taught three years in Miller Seminary. 

lV. A SUrvey of the Equipment. 

A. Buildings and Class-rooms. 

The Miller Seminary buildings 

consist of a home for the American teachers, an adequate 

dormitory .for Chinese women teachers and students, and a 

large school building in which the classes are held. There 

is an extensive yard surrounding these buildings which af­

fords ample space for exercise and for play. These build­

ings are built according to American plans and compare fav­

orably with school buildings in America. They far exceed 

any other school buildings in Siu Laam. The class rooms 

are clean, light, and airy, and are equipped with black­

boards, desks, and seats. Many pictures adorn the walls, 

so that, altogether, the environment is uplifting, and en­

courages cleanliness and hygienic living as well as appre-
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ciation of beauty. 

B. Text-books and Other Materials. 

In the sixth, seventh, and 

eighth grades Chinese text-books based on the Bible are used. 

{See Chapter 111, Item ll,B.) The English Bible is used as 

a text-book in the ninth grade. In addition to this, maps 

are used by all classes. During the year 192~-1930, when 

the writer was the teacher of grade II. the pupils were re­

quired to keep note-books, and to make maps and charts of 

the books studied. 

c. Library. 

One large room of the school building is set 

aside for a library and reading room. The collection of 

books is not large (approximately 300 )., nor are the books 

catalogued. Included in this collection are the Books of 

Knowledge, Commentaries, Bible dictionaries, biographies 

and devotional books. These are supplemented by newspapers 

and magazines. 

V. Summary. 

On the basis of the above survey, the following 

conclusions may be drawn. All the pupils are adolescents, 

but the ages vary from early to later adolescence, and even 

in the same grade there may be a wide variation. There is 

in the four grades considerable overlapping of ages, there 

being pupils from fourteen to sixteen years in each of the 

first three grades, that is VI, VII, and VIII, and fifteen 

year olds in all of the four grades. Most of the students 



are Christians, which shows that the present program of 

Religious Education is evangelistic. Only about 60% of 
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the professing Christians are baptized, which indicates 

two conditions: (1) That some homes oppose Christianity 

and will not permit th~ir daughters to be baptized. (2) 

That in some instances the individual is still in a weak 

stage of the Christian life, and is afraid to take such a 

step which will declare to the world that she is a follow­

er of Christ, and may bring persecution to her. Just 30% 

of the homes are Christian which shows that the school must 

largely combat the negative influence of heathen homes. The 

make-up of theclasses varies each year, for, while a few who 

have entered the Kindergarten or First Grade continue until 

they graduate, the majority drop out during the years, and 

pupils from other schools enter. Just a little more than 

50% of the students under consideration live in the dormitory. 

Only two-thirds (68%) of the girls are members of the Y.W.C.A. 

although all have the privilege of membership. Forty per 

cent of the students are engaged in expressional activities. 

There is a large number of students touched by extra Prayer 

Groups, but this is an uncertain factor. 

The Principal and members of the Faculty who are 

teaching Bible are all earre st Christians, and inasmuch as 
'1 .. a....-

two of the three teachers are spending thisA(l930-l931) in 

Bible Seminaries for further training, the outlook for the 

future is better than in the past. 



The equipment, on the whole, is splendid, 

but library facilities are lacking. 

22. 
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AN ANALYTICAL SURVl!.~ OF THE PRESENT 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM IN 

MILLER SEMINARY 

1. Introduction. 

24. 

In a school of such type as Miller Seminary, 

there are naturally various religious activities whose 

purpose it is to give to the students training along 

religious lines. In order to get a comprehensive view 

of the program as a whole, it is, therefore, necessary 

to make an analysis of each activity to discover its 

nature and specific aim. The activities comprising 

the program are: Chapel, Bible Courses in School, SUnday 

School, Church Service, Sunday Night Sing, Evening Pray­

ers, Young Womens' Christian Association, Bible and 

Prayer Groups and The Student Government Association. 

11. Regular Carricular Activities. 

A. Chapel. 

On five of the six school days of the week, a 

half-hours' religious service is held in the morning. 

The teachers take turns in leadimg this meeting, which 

usually consists of the singing of several hymns, a 

prayer or two, and a talk by the leader. Often students 

are asked to participate by reading or repeating from 

memory passages of Scrifture. 
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Attendance at chapel is compulsory and the 

general aim is to provide a worship service for teachers 

and students before the work of the day is begun, and to 

give all students an opportunity to hear the truths of 

Christianity. It is somewhat difficult to state the 

specific aim of any one service as this is determined 

by each leader. Although for most of the teachers it is 

by no means an easy task to give chapel talks, neverthe­

less they feel that they should do so, and spend much 

time in preparing talks of a devotional, inspirational 

and even doctrinal nature. Most leaders in these talks, 

exhort to a higher type of Christian living. 

B. Bible Courses in the School. 

In accordance with the curriculum of Bible 

study outlined for the school, which is typical of the 

usual programs, the sixth grade (1929-1930) studies a 

part of a Chinese text based on "The Acts" for five 

fifty minute periods a week. Inasmuch as many of the 

girls in this class come from heathen homes, and each 

year there are a number of new girls who enter the sch(Q)l 

for the first time, many questions relating to the nature 

of Christianity came up in the class for discussion. The 

seventh grade finishes the Chinese text begun in the sixth 

grade and then begins the study of a Chinese text based 

on Old Testament history. Two fifty minute periods a 
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week are given to this study. The eighth grade finishes 

the study of Old Testament history begun in the seventh 

grade. They also have two fifty minute periods a week 

for recitation. The ninth grade makes a first hand study 

of two Biblical books: The Gospel according to John, and 

The Acts of the Apostles. Similar to the plan for the 

seventh and eighth grades, this class also uses two fifty 

minute periods a week for their study. The ninth grade 

uses the English Bible, as they desire to increase their 

knowledge of the English language through direct contact 

with the English Scriptures. 

The aim of this program is to give the pupils 

an understanding of what Christianity is, so that, if 

they are not Christians, they may be led to accept Christ 

as their personal Saviour, and so that, if they are already 

Christians, they may better understand how to live a 

Christian life. 

c. Evening Prayers. 

Each week day evening the dormitory students :ftiieet 

for a twenty minute service. The roll is called by the 

Student Government President, after which one of the girls 

takes charge of the meeting by reading a passage of Scrip­

ture t praying, and having one or two hymns sung. She may 

call on the group to participate in the Bible reading and 

prayer. The students take turns in leading these meetings. 
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The specific aim is to afford an opportunity for expression 

by givirg the students an opportunity to learn to lead meet­

ings, and to learn to pray in public. 

111. SUnday Activities. 

A. The Sunday School Program. 

A SUnday School session is held for all the studm ts 

each SUnday from 11:30 A.M. to 12:30 P.M. in the school build­

ing. It is taught by the Chinese women teachers of the school. 

An :openirg worship service for the entire school is in charge 

of om teacher who has been elected Superintendent, and after 

this the students go to the various class rooms for the study 

of the International SUnday School lessons. The fifth and 

sixth grades constitute one class, and the seventh, eighth, 

and ninth grades another. This grouping is necessary be-

cause of the reduced attendance on Sundays as compared to 

that during the week. The decrease is due to the fact that 

some girls teach street Sunday Schools at this hour, and that 

some day students do not return. Under the circumstances, 

therefore, each teacher teaches a SUnday School class for 

one semester of the year only. 

The following is a worship program which is typical 

of the programs used each week. 

G~neral Topic: Resurrection 

1. Silent prayer. 
2. Hvmn: Christ the Lord is Risen To-Day. 
3. R~view former lesson. 
4. Scripture lesson read. 
5. Hymn: Christ is Risen. 
6. Golden text read in concert. 
7. Offering • 
8. Secretary's report. 
9. Prayer. 
10. Dismissal for classes. 
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The aim of the Sunday School program is to 

provide a service of worship and fellowship, and to 

supplement the Biblical instruction given during the 

week with further ~ible study. This, of course, is 

again in order that the girls who are not Christians 

may be led to Christ, and in order that those who are 

already Christians may become perfected in their faith. 

B. Church Program. 

Each Sunday, after Sunday School, there is a 

service held in the Church, which is attended by Miller 

Seminary students. Attendance of dormitory students at 

this service is made compulsory by school authorities, 

whereas attendance of day students is required by the 

Student Government Association only. This service con­

sists of a worship program of hymns, prayers, scripture; 

reading and offering, followed by a sermon by the Pastor 

of the Church. Many of the girls in the seventh, eighth, 

and ninth grades form a Church choir and render special 

music almost every SUnday. 

This service is planned more specifically to 

meet the needs of the Christian constituency of ·siu Laam, 

other than the students. Since the majority of these peo­

ple, with notable exceptions, have little or no education, 

the service is of necessity very simple. 
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C. S~~day Night Sing. 

Each Sunday evening from 7:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. 

a "sing" is held for dormitory girls and teachers in the 

music room of the school. The Principal is in charge. 

The girls sit on the floor in an informal fashion and 

call for their favorite hJmms. For each SUnday evening 

the girls are requested to memorize a specific passage ~t 

Scripture and to review previous memory work. Miss Ward 

uses this opportunity to wach the girls to sing the hymns 

correctly; she also plays a classical selection on the 

piano, frequently calling attention to the composer and 

the type of mu:sic. The meeting includes a prayer and the 

singing of a prayer response, and closes il''ith a "good-night 

song 11 in English and in Chinese. 

The specific aim is to provide an informal reli­

gious service in which the girls themselves participate. 

Incidentally, they are trained in hymn singing and in 

appreciation of religious and c.lassical music. 

lV. Extra Currl cular Activities. 

A. Y.w.c.A. Program. 

On Saturday mornings the students from the 

to the ninth grades meet in regular school session. The 

half hour which otherwise would be used as a chapel service 

has been given to the Y.W.C.A. for their vreekly religious 

meeting, and students of the above mentioned classes are 

required to attend. A different student leader is appoin~ 
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ed for each meeting. These meetings are of an inspiration­

al character. Sometimes, in addition, the Y.W.C.A. holds 

an early SUnday morning meeting; there are also occasional 

business and social meetings. 

The following are the Committees: Frogram, Liter­

ary, Athletics, Social, Music, Bible Study, Rainbow Club 

(for younger students}, Flower and Evangelistic. These 

committees afford opportunity for expressional activity; 

the Evangelistic Committee provides for a number of street 

Sunday Schools; and the Y.W.C.A. has charge of a Summer 

School for poor children. 

The specific aim of the Y.W.C.A. is to develop 

the religious and social life of the students through ex­

pressional activity. In contrast to the American Y.w.c.A., 

it may be well to note that here the chief emphasis is 

evangelistic rather than social. 

B. Bible and Prayer Groups. 

The Y.W.C.A. provides for a voluntary Bible 

class which meets every Sunday evening from 8:00 P.M. to 

9:00 P.M. and is taught by the Principal. Because of the 

time of meeting, only dormitory girls can attend. · The 

Epistle of James and the following six subjects have been 

taught: !.Inspiration of the Scriptures, 2. Sin, 3. Sal­

vation, 4. Faith, 5. Prayer, 6. Holy Spirit. 

The Y.w.c.A. encourages the girls to keep the 

. morning "Quiet Hour", but this, of necessity, is a per­

sonal matter. 
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As various needs and interests arise, a group 

of girls may form a prayer group; for example, after the 

Evangelistic services, both the fifth and sixth grades 

met once a week to learn how to pray. 

These prayer groups are uncertain factors, 

however, and are called into existence by the students 

themselves to meet a temporary situation. 

The specific aim of these special Bible and 

prayer groups i.s to provide an opportunity for students 

to learn more about God and Christian living as revealed 

in the Scriptures. Because this is voluntary Bible stuqr 

it is possible to pursue study along lines of special 

interest to the group. 

c. Student Government Association. 

Although the Student Government Association is 

not directly a religious activity, it does afford oppor­

tunity for expression of character and conduct in the 

daily lives of the girls. As is customary in similar 

Student Government Associations in America, the girls 

elect their officers and, in consultation with a faculty 

advisor, make their o~m rules, and punish offenders. 

The aim of this organization is to maintain 

order in the dormitory and to develop high standards of 

conduct among all students while under the jurisdiction 

of the school. This is done by putting each student on 

her honor, and by making her responsible for living up 

to the standards of the organization. 



Chapel 

Bible Courses 
in School 

Evening Prayers 

Sunday School 

Church 

Sunday Night­
Sing 

5. S U M M A R Y 

o. of per­
iods a week 

5 

grade - 5 

tt - 2 • 

Vlll~ n - 2 

lX. n - 2 

6 

1 

1 

1 

Length o:f 
each period 

i hour 

50 minutes 

tt 

tt 

n 

20 minutes 

1 hour 

1 hour 15 min 

1 hour 

2! ho1:1rs 

~ hours 10 min. 

1 hour 40 min. 

n 

fl 

2 hours 

1 hour 

1 hr.l5 min. 

1 hour 



Nature ~f. Program Elements 
of 

Program 

l.Worship by group. l.Worship. 

2.Talk by teacher in 2.Instruction. 
charge. ~.Expression. 

Vl.gr.:Chinese text .l.Instruction. 
based on nThe Acts 
of Apostles n I 

Vll.gr.: l.Finish Vl~2.Expression. 
gr.text.2.Begin I 
Chinese text based 

on O.T. History. 
Vlll.gr.:Finish Vll.gr. 

text. 
lX.gr.:English Bible "John 11 

and nThe Acts" Recitation 
and discussion. Maps and charts. 

pnderlyi~Objecti~e~ 
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CHAPTER IV'. 

A DIAGNOSIS OF THE NEEDS OF THE PUPILS 

OF THE SIXTH TO THE NINTH GRADES 

IN MILLER SEMINARY 

1. A Psychological Study of The General 

Needs of The Adolescent Girl. 

A. Introduction. 

A teacher, a subject to be taught, and a pupil 
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are the three requisites for teaching. During the cent•ries 

educators have differed as to the relative importance of 

these three factors. But in recent times, following the 

lead of Pestalozzi and Froebel, they have come to place 

increasing stress on the pupil. It is interesting to note, 

in this connection, that much is being said today of the 

pupil-centered curriculum. The idea v.ras first carried out 

in our secular school program but now is being embodied 

in our Religious Education programs as well. Jesus placed 

the individual in the very center of his teaching, and if 

we would succeed in our educational programs today, then 

surely we shall have to follow the example given us by the 

Master teacher. Therefore, in order that we really place 

the youth, rather than leaders or subject matter, at the 

very center of the Religious Education program of Miller 



Seminary, we shall have to discover, first of all, the 

needs of the students themselves. 

36. 

The survey given in Chapter 11 shows that the 

students from the VI to the lX grades in Miller Seminary 

(1929-1930} range in age from thirteen to nineteen years. 

Although each year may bring a slight variation in the 

ages found in these grades, generally speaking, they all 

belong to that period known as adolescence. Hence, in 

order to understand the characteristics and needs of this 

age, it will be necessary to consider briefly the psycho-

logy of adolescence. Since we are concerned with girls 

rather than boys in this study, we shall deal only with 

the study of the adolescent girl. 

B. A General SUrvey of Adolescence. 

The period between childhood and adulthood is 

commonly known as adolescence. Physically, it extends 

from puberty to full physical maturity.l Mentally, it 

usually covers the years of junior and senior.high school 

and college life.2 It is a time of stress and strain. It 

means a readjustment of physical and mental powers. Of 

this period Tracy says, "That the period extending from 

puberty to maturity is one of uncommon vigor, vitality, 

and growth, marked by great intellectual and emotional 

expansion, by a deepening and widening of the interests, 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
l.cf. Tracy F., The Psychology of Adolescence P.lX. 
2.cf. Tracy F., Ibid, P. lX. 



and by a pronounced accession of volitional energy, is 

clear even to the casual observer, and still more to tm 

scientific observer".l 
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The period preceding adolescence, which is known 

as childhood, is one of slow physical growth. But with 

the dawn of puberty comes a period of rapid growth, both 

in the skeleton and in the internal organs. 2 

There is a marked acceleration in the develop­

ment of the whole psychic life. The mind expands more 

rapidly; the will awakens to a realization of its own 

powers; new instincts come into play. There is a growth 

in self control.3 

But this is also a period of moods, when youth 

is easily elated and easily depressed. Girls are now 

sensitive about their personal appearance, their manners 

and their speech. Many suffer from the tortures of self­

consciousness. Often a strong attacl~ent is formed with 

an adult friend, for this is the age of hero-worship. It 

is also a time when close friendships are made with those 

of the same age. 

Religiously, for many, this is a time of crisis, 

during which occurs the experience commonly kno¥m as con­

version.4 The whole inner life becomes restless and through 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1. Tracy F., op.cit. P 206. 
2. Tracy F.,op. cit. P. 26 & 27. 
3. Tracy F., op.cit. P. 43. 
4. cf. Mudge E. Leigh, The Psychology of Early Adolescence, 

P. 104. 
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the experience of a definite commitment of the life to God, 

and acceptance of Jesus Christ as Saviour, rest is found. 

Vocations are chosen and other life decisions are made. 

Youth scorns the easy task and loves the strenuous and the 

difficult. 

There are many features about the period of youth 

that make it a time of special opportunity for the religious 

teacher. It is the desire in this study to discover those 

features, so that the needs in the lives of the Miller Sem­

inary girls may be fully met, and so that those lives may 

be won for Christ and built up in the fullness of Christian 

character. 

c. The Needs of the Three Periods of Adolescence. 

In actual life, of course, there are no sharp 

divisions which mark off separate stages of development, 

but for the sake of convenience, adolescence is commonly 

divided into three periods: 1. early adolescence, 12 to 

14 years; 2. middle adolescence, 15 to 17 years; 3. later 

adolescence, 18 to 24 years.l We shall discuss briefly 

the needs of each of these three periods. In the appendix 

will be found charts listing not only these needs, but also 

the characteristics of each period from which these needs 

arise. 

1. Needs of the Early Adolescent Girl. 

a,. Physical. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1. cf. Richardson, Norman E., The Religious Education of 
Adolescents. P.4. 



Many and varied are the needs of an adolescent 

girl. Let the religious, leader bear in mind, however, 

that no need is more fundamental than for her to understand 

and sympathize with the girl herself, who is passing through 

this period of transformation and unheaval.l Because of the 

rapid growth of her body she needs activity in play and out­

door exercise. This play should be of such a type as to give 

exercise to the large muscles. 2 The leader should guard 

a~ainst competitive games or exercises calling for unusual 

strain. She should have appetizing and nourishing food at 

regular hours.3 Her nervous system demands an abundance of 

sleep. Overindulgence of any kind, undue nervous expendi­

ture due to excessive sociallife, and late hours should be 

strictly avoided.4 Now is the time to form health habits 

such as frequent bathing and proper breathing. It is ess­

ential that the girl understand the bodily changes which 

come with puberty. She should develop right attitudes 

towards her body.5 Wholesome activity appealing to a 

variety of interests is the best outlet for this new energy 

and restlessness. Opportunity for wholesome contact with 

boys in desirable. 

Not all the needs suggested here can be actually 

met in a Religious Education program. But the leader should 

nevertheless, try to awaken an interest in the girl and thus 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1. cf. McKibben, 1a':~nk M., Intermediate Method in The 
Church School, P.41. 

2. cf. Mudge, E. Leigh, op.cit. P.31. 
3. cf. McKibben, Frank M., op-cit. P. 45. 
4. cf. McKibben, Ibid p.46. 
5. cf. Mudge, op.cit. P. 46 & 47. 



influence her to carry out these suggestion,. 

b. Social. 

40. 

The early adolescent girl has a growing interest 

in the world of adult society and, therefore, needs adult 

friendship as well as friendship with girls of her own 

age.1 Crushes and unwholesome friendships must be guarded 

against. She is especially interested in the group and will 

respond to group enterprises such as hikes, parties, and 

clubs. She enjoys team play and through it will learn co­

operation and attitudes of fair play. The leader needs to 

awaken in her a wide range of fine ideals and high standards. 

c. Intellectual. 

The enlarged range of mental activity calls for 

a variety of objective interests. 2 The leader should give 

the girl a wise choice of books to read, and, opportu~ity 

to work out her own ideas and desires. She should make her 

responsible for personal choices, and lead her to exercise 

self-control. Praise from the leader means much to her. 

Strenuous mental activity when tired out, strong feeling, 

and undue confusion must be avoided. 

d. Emotional. 

The girls' emotions are deep but exceedingly 

complex and variable.3 A normal physical life is the best 

way to meet these needs. Diverting interests, on the one 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1. cf. Mudge, E. Leigh, op.cit. P. 91. 
2. cf. McKibben, Fra~ M. op.cit. P. 48. 
3. cf. Mudge, E. Leigh, op.cit. P.58. 
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hand., and a fl .. ank discussion of problems that arise, on 

the other, are helpful. She needs the emotional stimuli 

of faith, hope, and courage to lift her out of her moods 

of depression. 

e •. Volitional. 

Habits are formed now, and in this connection 

the leader needs to bear in mind the influence of her own 

example. Adolescents should not be treated as children. 

Suggestions are better than commands, and wherever possible, 

opportunity for choice should be given. 

f. Religious. 

The girl's religious needs will naturally be 

determined by her former religious training and experience 

or the lack of it. She needs friendly counsel and careful 

teaching. Christ should be presented as the Ideal and an 

opportunity given for her to accept Him as Saviour. She 

needs to establish religious ideals and habits, to have 

training in worship and in group praying. Biographies 

of Christian leaders are very suggestive. Religion needs 

to be practical, a.nd to be expressed in conduct and service .1 

2. Needs of the Middle Adolescent Girl. 

The needs of the middle adolescent girl are, in 

general, the same as those already spoken of in connection 

with the period of early adolescence. For this reason, 

only the needs which differ from those already spoken of 

in connection with the early adolescent girl, will be 

discussed. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1. cf. Mudge, E. Leigh, op.cit. P. 112. 



a. Physical. 

While the exercise of the large muscles should 

be continued, exercise of the smaller muscles should also 

be begun now.1 Because of the importance of forming right 

habits of posture and carriage, corrective exercises should 

now be given to those who need it. In order to avoid secret 

vices, and to develop proper attitudes, sex instruction is 

1mperative.2 Plenty of outdoor exercise, and a busy, inter­

esting life are the best guarantees for a wholesome life in 

this regard. The need for good food and for long hours of 

sleep remains the same as in previous years. Here again 

the responsibility of the religious teacher is that of 

awakening the girl to a realization of the importance of 

these physical factors, and of stimulating her to develop 

wholesome attitudes and proper habits. 

b. Social. 

The girl should be helped in choosing friends 

on the basis of character, conduct, and personal 'IJirorth. 

She should develop altruistic interests, and be given 

opportunity for social service.3 

c. Intellectual. 

As a result of the girl's increase in mental 

power, she should be helped to form the right mental habits. 

Her creative imagination should be directed along useful lines.4 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1. cf. Moxcey, Mary E., The Psychology of Middle Adolescence, 
P. 19. 

2-e.~.Moore, Mary Anne, Senior Method in The Church School. P. 53. 
3. cf. Moxcey, Mary E., op.cit. P. 16 & 17. 
4. cf. Richardson, Norman, E. op.cit. P. 152. 



The leader needs to encourage a happy medium between too 

much day dreaming and too much suppression.1 The girl will 

respond to good music, poetry, and high ideals. 

d. Emotional 

Since this is the time of emotional extremes, the 

girl must have a normal emotional outlet. 2 While we cannot 

produce a vital Christian life without some emotional appeal, 

the emotions should not be unduly aroused, and in every case 

ample opportunity for expression must be given. Wholesome 

activities will help her to sublimate sexual desires. The 

leader must help her to avoid morbid self-analysis. Self­

control must be learned.3 

e. Volitional. 

In the Religious Education program there should 

be activities which embody ideals. The leader must work 

towards the building up of right attitudes. The girl 

should be led to discover the powers of leadership within 

herself. She should be put in situations demanding choice. 

She must learn to temper desire with reason.
4 

f. Religious 

Statistics show us that the largest number of 

decisions to accept Christ as Saviour are made during 

middle adolescence.5 Therefore, a great responsibility 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1. cf. Moore, Mary Anne, op.cit. P. 67. 
2. cf. Richardson, Norman E., op.cit. P. 42. 
3. cf. Moore, Mary Anm, op.cit. P. ?Q 
4. cf. Moxcey, Mary E., op. cit. P. 67. 
5. (cf. Tracy, Frederick F. op.cit. P. 199 & 200. 

(cf. Mudge, E. Leigh, op.cit. P. 105. 



rests on the leader to make Jesus real to eaeh girl, and 

to help eaeh one personally to follow Him. The leader 

should present to her high purposes and ideals. She 

should open to her a prGgram of service. She should give 

her opportunities f.or leadership. 

3. Needs of the Later Adolescent Girl. 

a. Physical. 

Although the body is practically mature nowl there 

is still the need for play and for habits of exercise. It 

is wise now to lead her to establish sueh habits of exercise 

as will run over into adult life. 

b. Social. 

The intense craving for companionship must be 

answered by providing companionship with other girls, and 

by making possible proper eontaets with young men.2 Sinee 

social groups flourish now, it falls especially to the 

Religious Education teacher to help set up fair social 

standards. The love of amusements should be met with a 

proper social and recreational program. 3 

e. Intellectual 

Although all of adolescence is a time of question­

ing and doubts, these doubts are especially keen now. Facts 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1. cf. Mudge, E. Leigh, The Psychology of Later Adolescence, 
p. 19. 

2. cf. Thompson, James V., Handbook for Workers with Young 
People, P. 40. 

3. ef. Mudge, E. Leigh, op.cit. P. 75. 
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and reason should be used to answer the girl's questions. 

Intellectual hobbies should be chosen. If there are girls 

whose needs were not met during early and middle adolescence,l 

these lacks should be supplied now. As was said in the be-

ginning, the fundamental need is for sympathy and understand­

ing. This is true now especially when the girl is much 

inclined to intolerance and independence. Because of her 

first vital contacts with the world, this is often a time 

of disillusionment. 2 

d. Emotional. 

Although the emotions are at this stage more 

controlled, the tendency to moods persists, with a desire 

for thrills and excitement. Properly guided recreational 

amusements will meet this need. 

e. Volitional. 

The leader must seek to build up in the girl an 

inner, positive code of Christian conduct, strong enough 

to determine action in the time of crisis. Definite res-

ponsibilities of leadership should be provided for her. 

Vocational guidance should be given~ 

f. Religious. 

Always the leader must make her primary purpose 

to win each girl to Christ. The girl should be given such 

.... ~ •........••. 
1. cf. Thompson, James V. op.cit. P. 35 & 36. 
2. cf. Thompson, James v., Ibid. P. 29. 
3. cf. Mudge, E. Leigh, op.cit. P. 115. 



Bible teaching that she will be grounded in her faith, and 

not "blown about by every 111rind of doctrine. tt The call to 

service should present such a challenge that each girl will 

respond, nHere am I: send me." It is to be remembered that 

this is the last high tide of spiritual opportunity in the 

life of the individual.l Opportunities missed may never 

return; opportunities met will mean rich rewards in this 

world and the next. 

D. Summary of the Needs of the Adolescent Girl. 

Generally speaking, we may expect to find during 

the adolescent period great changes in the physical, social, 

intellectual, emotional, volitional and religious lives of 

youth. These changes call for wholesome objective activitws, 

p~nty of out-of-door exercise, the formation of proper 

health habits, the building up of ideals, the formation of 

new friendships, and the opportunity for the dedication of 

the heart and the life to Christ and His service. Never 

again will these lives be so plastic, so open to the suggest­

ions of the leader. The adolescent girl presents a great 

challenge to one who would have a share in winning and train-

ing lives for the Master. 

The leader must remember that in dealing with 

youth she cannot attribute to them in a wholesale fashion 

the characteristics and needs suggested in this study.2 

Rather must she seek, with this as a basis, to study each 

individual girl under her care to discover the particular 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1. cf. Thompson, James V., op.cit. P. 46 
2. cf. Richardson, Norman E. op.cit. P. 2. 



needs in that girl's life. In our study we shall have to 

turn our thoughts specifically to the situation of the 

girls of Miller Seminary. 

2. An Analytical Study of the Specific 

Needs of the Adolescent Girls of 

Miller Seminary. 

A. Introduction. 

The text-books examined to discover the needs 

of the adolescent girls as discussed above were all 

written by western authors. Fundamentally, the needs 

of the adolescent girls of Miller Seminary are the same 

as the needs depicted by these writers, for human nature 

is the same the world over. And yet, in an oriental 

country like China there are certain factors in the bacH­

ground which influence the situation so as to make con­

ditions somewhat different from those that we find in 

America. This gives rise to specific needs on the part 

of the people living there. Therefore, we shall briefly 

survey the political, economic, social, and religious 

conditions in Siu Laam and its environs in the endeavor 

to discover more fully the specific needs of the Miller 

Seminary girls in grades VI to IX. 

B. Needs as Determined by Politi!!'a.l Conditions. 

China has had a history as an empire for about 

four thousand years, but in 1911 she became a republic. 
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This transition in the government has come about through 

a revolution which has brought change and disorder to 

many parts of China. It is practically impossible to 

make any definite statements about political conditions 

in China, for, due to the rapid changes now taking place, 

that which would give a true picture today would be out 

of date tomorrow. Suffice it to say that China is now 

in the throes of the struggle to establish a republican 

form of government. Jealousies of war lords, spread of 

communism, and the lack of proper facilities of communi­

cation, have, up to date, prevented China from enjoying 

peaceful, normal conditions. 

Siu Laam, as already mentioned in our first 

chapter, is a country village about fifty miles south 

of the great city of Canton, in the Kwongtung Province. 

This province, whose capital is Canton, has been one of 

the foremost provinces in China to foster the revolution 

and to accept the changes it is bringing. Naturally, 

Siu Laam and the nearby country villages, from which 

the majority of Miller Seminary students come, have 

also been affected by these political changes. Not all 

of these changes, however, have been advantageous. Since 

it is often necessary to send all the soldiers to other 

parts of China to engage in active warfare, these local 

places are left without adequate protection. As a result 



banditry and lawlessness often run rife on the outskirts 

of the villages and along the rivers, which are the high­

ways of travel. The local government is not sufficiently 

strong to prevent the bandits from kidnapping the people 

for ransom. Every friend of China hopes that this present 

situation will soon be changed to one of peace and safety, 

tP~ough the development of a strong central and local 

government, but it would be unwise to predict how long 

it will be before this hope is realized. 

The present political situation has, of course, 

vitally affected travel and the economic Bituation, which 

in turn affects the students of Miller Seminary. As a 

result of these dangers of travel, the number of board­

ing students at Miller Seminary has decreased. As for 

the effect upon the girls themselves, their specific 

needs which arise from the political situation, are so 

bound up with the economic situation, that they will be 

discussed in connection with the latter. 

c. Needs as Determined by Economic Conditions. 

As can readily be understood, under the circum­

stances, the present economic situation does not present 

a very bright picture. Of course, there are some rich 

and well-to-do people everywhere, but the majority of 

the people are extremely poor. There are a number of rea­

sons for this. In the first place, there are few factor­

ies or large, organized industries. Siu Laa.m, with a 
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population of about 200,000, for example, has no f"actories 

at all. Commerce and travel are hindered greatly by the 

operations of the bandits. Landowners in Siu Laam have 

been unable, for several years, to get out into the coun­

try to farm their lands. The system of currency is chaotic 

in the extreme. There is no sound national banking system 

and much counterfeit money gets into circulation. Poor 

crops and war taxes have caused the prices of staple arti­

cles to rise. As a result of these many factors, the 

peQple have become poorer B;lld poorer. 

Because ofthe extreme poverty in China, many 

children have no opportunity at all to go to school, and 

because of increasing poverty in former we..l.l'""to-do families, 

some girls in Miller Seminary are now unable to finish 

their school courses. Moreover, the majorlty who gradu-

ate are unable to continue their studies in higher schools. 

Miller Seminary, in order to make an education possible 

for its students, has maintained low tuition and board. 

This is made possible through the financial aid of the 

United Brethren Church in America. There are, in addition, 

a limited number of scholarships, or 11working units" as 

they are called, given to worthy students, who without 

this help would be unable to attend the school. 

Owing to the political and economic situation, 

then, the girls of Miller Seminary need, first of all, 

to have the advantages of further e·ducation made finan-
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cially accessible. 

D. Needs as Determi.ned by Social Conditions. 

At the pre sent time it is ver·y difficult to 

~ive an accurate description of any phase of Chinese 

life, for there is a strong mixture of the old and the 

new, in regard to both ideas and to customes. Naturally, 

the people in the city are the first to adopt the new, 

but gradually these ideas spread to the country, and there 

the youth is also quick to adopt them. 

In the past, the social unit j_n China has been 

the family and not the individual. In South China, es­

specially, has kindred been thoroughly organized into 

clans, and these have dominated the individual. Here 

they have often been permanently attached to ~sj_ngle 

locality, and ties of kindship have been V@ry strong. 

The father is the head of his own fan1ily and under the 

old regime', possessed the power of life and death over 

his children. Even the new criminal code, adopted since 

the republic was established, implies this power, although 

it does not state it. 

The lot of ·woman has not been an enviable one. 

In theory she has been infer1or to the man, in childhood 

she was subject to her father or elder brother; in marri-

age to her husband; in old age, to her son. Of course, 

1n practice women in China are quite 

the home as they are in other lands. 

as influential in 

A daughter 



is betrothed by her parents and married without her con­

sent. As soon as she is married she no longer belongs 

to her father's house, but instead to that of her husband.. 

Celibacy is frowned upon and in the past there were few 

unmarried women in China. A man usually has but one wif~ 

but he may have as many concubines as he can support. The 

children of concubines are all reckoned as the children 

of the principal wife and it is she whom whey call mother.1 

Their own mother takes an inferior place in the home as 

a servant of the wife. This, of course, causes disorder 

in the house, as it naturally results in jealousy and 

strife. 

In the past, infan,ticide, which in China meant 

the killing of girl babies, was common among the poor. 

Public opinion now frowns upon this, but poor parents 

still frequently sell their little daughters as slaves 

to richer families. 

The family property, in the past, could be in­

herited by sons only. Often one finds grandparents, par­

ents, sons, grandsons, and their families all living in 

one home. In this case the home is a group of buildings, 

built around several courts. Among the richer families, 

each husband and wife have a house to themselves. 

In well-to-do homes it is the custom to have 

servants to do the housework, for work with the hands is 

regarded as a disgrace. The separation of 'brain' and 

• ~and' and the contempt for manual labor are two of the 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1. cf. Williams, E.T., China Yesterday and Today, P. 5Q 



important factors which help create poverty and starvation 

in a nation.l 

The Chinese standard has been to look to the 

past. Ancestor ,~·or ship has strengthened this tendency. 

The Christian missionary, however, emphasized the respon-

sibility of the individual for his o~n conduct, and thus 

with the coming of Christianity and democratic ideals, in­

d~vidualism has grown. This has led to a moral crisis in 

China. 

As has been intimated at the beginning of this 

discussion, many of these old customs are .changing. With 

the revolution woman's status has become higher. The gov-

ernment in China today is standing for the political equ­

ality of man and woman. 2 Socially, she is becoming his 

equal. The bobbed-haired girl of today stands in strange 

contrast to the one with b.ound feet of several generations 

ago. 

In Siu Laam, and the other places from which 

Mill·2r Seminary students come, there are some homes 

that still adhere strictly to the old, whereas in other 

homes the new ideas have permeated. Some of the Miller 

Seminary girls have been betrothed in childhood and some­

day will have to be married in accordance with this custom. 

Other girls are given liberty to marry according to their 

o¥m choice, or to remain single. The very fact that the 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

l.c~China Christian Year Book, 1929. 
2. cf. China Christian Year Book, 1929. 
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girls are in school implies progressiveness on the part 

of the parents. In many of the homes represented, the 

father has one or more concubines and frequently the stud­

ents themselves are the daughters of concubines. In many 

of these homes there ·are servants to do the manual labor, 

so that the g:lrls grow up ashamed to work with their hands. 

There is a great lack of sanitation and hygiene in most of 

the homes. Most of the houses are so built as to admit 

little sunshine, light, or fresh air. 

It will be realized from the above description 

that the Miller Seminary students do have specific needs 

resulting from their social background. There is a vital 

need for balance in the thinking of these young people. 

They need, almost more than anything else, perspective 

and a proper sense o.f values. They must be helped to 

set definite, high standards, by which to test the old 

and the new. They whould be stimulated to accept of the 

new ideas and customs only that which is good. At the 

same time they should be urged not to discard the good 

of the old Chinese civiluzation. The girls must be pre­

pared for their new life of independence. Many girls 

will be unable to continue their studies in higher schools, 

and perhaps many will marry. Therefo1~e, they should be 

given high ideals in regard to marriage. Sex education 

is important. They need to be taught hygiene and sanitation. 
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They must be led to see that working ¥rith the hands is 

honorable. The well-to-do Chinese women do not know 

how to use theirleisure time profitably, hence they 

spend much time on dress, cigarette smoking and gossip­

ing. Miller Seminary girls should be helped to establish 

such habits of recreation and reading as will be carried 

over into their future lives. 

E, Needs as Determinedby Religious Conditions. 

The native religionsof China are Taoism, Budd-

hism, and Confucianism. Any person can be a follower 

of all three of these at the same time. Inasmuch as 

there are many texts on China in which these religions 

are discussed, it is unnecessary for us to discuss them 

at length here. We shall merely consider them briefly 

in order that we may understand their influence. 

The teachings of Laotze, founder of Taoism, are 

admirable, but there is a. great gap between them and Tao­

ism of the present day. The beliefs of today have degen("' 

era ted into lo"'r forms of mysticism and geomancy .1 

Buddhism is more p~pular than Taoism. Its power 

in China has been due chiefly to its teaching concerning 

a future state and the nature of the gods who govern man 

and creation.2 This faith has taken hold of the hearts 

of the people and has had a profound influence upon 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1. cf. Crow, Carl., Handbook for China, P. 83. 
2. cf. CDow, Carl, Ibid,·P. 85. 



Chinese civilization, and upon its arts. One of the 

most unfortunate influences of Buddhism has been its 

teachings in regard to hell. These terrible sufferings 

are represented in most towns by images which have in 

many instances hardened the hearts of those ·who have 

lookPd upon them suggesting to the beholder v;ays in wliich 

he can infl ic t pain upon his enemy. 1 

Pure Confucianism cannot, properly, be called 

a religion. It is rather a. system of ethics, good in 

itself, but lacking in motive power. 

Aside from the three religions m,::ntioned 

above, but sanctioned by them, exists the family reli­

tion knows as ancestral W~rship. In every household 

are the shrine s of its ancestors. Incense is burned 

before them daily, or on the new and full moons, and 

then in April the people gather at the family graves 

to worship the departed with sacrifices. This worship 

is orderly, kind, and simple. It strengthens the family 

relationship, cements the affection between brothers and 

sisters, and upholds habits of filial reverence and ob­

dience. Even though the strongest motive for this ii'!Or­

ship arises from the belief that success in worldly 

affairs is dependent upon the support given to parental 

spirits in hades, who will resent continued neglect by 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1. cf. Williams, E.T. China Yesterday and Today, P. 312. 



withholding their blessing, yet, during the course· of 

the ages, this has influence~ Chinese character in pro­

moting industry and cultivating habits of donB stio ca.re 

and thrift, beyond all estimation.1 Although supersti­

tion cannot be classified as religion, it plays a large 

pa.rt in the lives of the average Chinese. Spirits are 

believed to inhabit various objects of nature and these 

have a profound influence over the life of man. These 

superstitions touch all phases of life. The family are, 

to a certain extent, influenced by the advice of the 

a.lmanac, in Virhich are listed the lucky and unlucky days. 

In most of the non-Christian homes representEd 

in Miller Seminary one finds the worship of many gods. 

Vifhere the parents and grandparents are uneducated, super­

stitious beliefs prevail. Ancestor worship is still 

ht=;ld to be of great importance. Even in homes where 

progressive fathers hawrenounced the worship of these 

gods, there is usually a grandmother to insist that the 

granddaughters offer worship to their ancestors. 

From this it will be readily seen that the 

girls of Miller Seminary have vital religious needs. 

They must, first of all, be sho,,m that there is only 

one true God, and be led to know Him through Jesus 

Christ. To produce this change usually requires several 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1. Cf. Crow, Carl., H.:a,.ndbook for China, P. 89. 
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years of Bible study, and contact with the life of the 

school. After this, there is great need to establish 

the girls in the Christian faith, so that they can 

stand true in the face of persecution from their fami­

lies. Especially is it difficult to withstand the 

compulsion brought to bear upon them to worship at the 

ancestral tablets. The girls must be given Christian 

ideals, and be led to accept Christian standards of 

conduct. For example, Sunday is not observed at all 

in China. Then there is often a lack of sympathy shown 

to the unfortunate, such as the blind. Finally, low 

standards are prevalent, cigarette smoking and gambling 

being very common, even among the women, and telling a 

lie being regarded prefE?rable to "losing face.u Much 

teaching is required to mange the old attitudes and 

standards for a Christian code of living. The girls 

need to be led into a program of social service, for 

when they leave school, this ne~d will «<nfront them 

on every hand. Since the worship of ancestors is not 

in harmonw with Christianity, the girls must be taught 

instead to reverence their parents. The home situation 

may be a very difficult one, both now and in the future, 

so as a preparation for it the girl needs to practice 

Christian living each day. She needs to establish daily 

habits of Bible reading and prayer. Fundamentally, the 

sniritual needs of the Chinese girls are the same as 
~ 

those of all girls. Because of the difficulties involved 

in their be.ckground, however, these needs are intensified 



and make greater demands upon the Religious Education 

program. 

F. Summary. 

In working with any group of persons, especially 

if they have a different racial background, one needs to 

study their characteristics and needs, both through the 

reading of standard texts and through observation and 

friendship with members of the group. So it has been, 

partly through reading, but more especially through the 

experience of living among the people themselves, that we 

have been led to understand something of the background 

from which the students of Miller Seminary come. The 

political, economic, social, and religious conditions in 

China today, in great measure, make up their environment. 

These conditions give rise to specific needs in the lives 

of the girls. If we are to minister intelligently to the 

needs of the students of Miller Seminary, then we must 

take thes~ needs into consideration in the building of 

our program. 
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C·HAPTER V 

CONSTRUCTIVE SUGGESTIONS FOR THE REVISION OF 

THE PRESENT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM OF 

MILLER SEMINARY IN THE LIGHT OF THE NEEDS. 

1. Introduction. 

61. 

In considering the present Religious Educatin 

program of Miller Seminary, we have made an analytical 

survey of the organization, as well as of the activities 

of the program. We have examined modern text-books on 

Religious Bducation to discover the psychological needs 

of the girls and we have considered the political, econ­

omic, social, and religious background of the Miller 

Seminary girls to discover their specific needs. Having 

done all this, we are now ready in the light of the needs 

discovered in our study, to point out the weaknesses in 

the present Religious Education program and to give con-

structive suggestions for its revision. 

A word of explanation is necessary as we begin. 

We have noted in chapter IV the physical, the mental, and 

the social needs of the girls, as well as their religious 

needs. While we recognize that a Religious Education pro-

gram should minister to all phases of one's life, it is 
. I 

neither possible nor desirable that Miller Seminary should 

attempt to meet all these needs specifically through the 

Religious Education program. The school program, of which 

the Religious Education program is only a part, can best 

care for the mental needs of the students. The school 

must care for the physical needs of the dormitory students 



while they are under its care, but it is the homes tha.t 

must care for the physical needs of the day students, 

giving them proper food, and seeing that they get sufficient 

sleep. At the present time, through the teaching of hygiene 

and sanitation, the school tries ·to impress on its students 

the importance of caring for their bodies, and the methods 

by which they can do so. The school provides for the phy­

sical exercise of the girls through a daily gymnastic class 

of twenty to thirty minutes. In addition to this, the 

girls a.re privileged to play in the school yard after 

classes. 

As suggested in chapter lV' the role of the _, 
religious teacher is to suggest the importance of a.ll 

these factors in a. well balanced life, that is, in a 

truly Christian life, a.nd to stimulate the students to 

strive for this well rounded development. Because of this 

indirect relation between the physical and mental develop-

ment on the one hand, and the religious education program 

on the other hand, we shall, therefore, largely limit our-

selves to the spiritual needs of the students of Miller 

Seminary. 

11. Suggestions for the Improvement of 

the Organization. 

In making suggestions for the revision of the 

Relig;ious Education progre.m of Miller ueminar·y, we shall 

tal{e up, in order, the points discussed in the preceeding 

chapters. These will cover, then, first, the organization 

as discussed in chapter !!, a.nd then the various elements 



of the program of Religious Education, as discussed in 

chapter TIT. The basis for our suggestions, throughout, 

will of course be the general and specific needs of the 

Miller Seminary girls as outlined in chB.pter IV. 

The organization of the Miller Seminary Religiaus 

Education program is important only as it serves as a tool 

to administer to the needs of the youth there. Too much 

organization is a hindrance. Our ideal is ever a youth 

centered program. On the other hand, too little organiza­

tion may make one's work ineffective. In surveying the 

organization of Miller Seminary, however, I believe that, 

with each part of it geared to serve its highest purpose 

and to function in the most efficient way, it will be, in 

general, sufficient for the present need. One important 

consideration must be borne in mind. The leaders of Miller 

Seminary have, for the past thirty years, given of their 

best thought and keenest sacrificial efforts to build up 

the present program. The Chinese have come to know the 

school and to respect it. It would, therefore, be most 

unwise to attempt to tear down the present structure at 

once in order to try out another type. Indeed, conserva­

tism is the policy of the school. In the past, as changes 

have been needed, they have been gradually and carefully 

introduced. This, therefore, should continue to be our 

policy. As changes are needed, let us introduce them 

tactfully and only a few at a time. It is only in this 

way that a lasting structure can be built. 
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A. With Respect to the Pupils. 

We have seen in chapter 11 that the number of 

students in grades vr to IX is small; There is also con­

siderable overlapping of ages, due to the fact that some 

girls started their school course at about six years of 

age, whereas others were older. This situation, though 

certainly not ideal, must be accepted for the present. 

When the government of China becomes stronger and the 

economic situation better, there will be school laws to 

compel parents to send their children to school at a cer­

tain age. 

Since ninty-five per cent of the students under 

consideration are Christians, we may deduce that the present 

program is to a large extent effective in carrying out the 

evangelistic aim of the school. Care must be taken not to 

abate efforts along this line. Inasmuch as so many homes 

are non-Christian, it is important for the school to have 

a strong Religious Education program. The teachers should 

be urged to visit in the homes of the Siu Laam pupils, so 

that they may know the home background of the pupils, and 

that they may establish a friendly spirit between the homes 

and the school. The teachers should also be encouraged to 

act as advisors to students in any diffic1tit situation which 

may arise in the home in which conduct contrary to the prin­

ciples of the Christian life may be demanded of them. Since 

the number of the previous years of Religious Education of 

the students differs so greatly, the teachers should be sti­

mulated to pay special attention to those who have had less 

training. With such a small enrollment in each grade, this 
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can easily be done. It is evi.dent from our study -that 

dormitory students have the advantage over day students, 

for they receive the benefits of a Christian atmosphere 

and added activities. The interest of the Y.W.C.A. mem­

bers should be aroused in the putting forth of special 

effort to enlist the day students in their regular activi­

ties. In addition, a sp~cial Bible class for these day 

students could be organized. The other phases of the or­

ganization referred to in chapter 11, in connection with 

the survey of the students, vnill be discussed in connection 

with the activities of the school. 

B. With Respect to the Bible Teaching Staff. 

Much might be said about the need of each member 

of the Sible teaching staff to see that her own life is all 

that it ought to be. Naturally, her spiritual qualifications 

are of prime importance. Inasmuch as she has been chosen 

by the school or missionary board for thE-l position she holds, 

we shall take for granted she has had the necessary general 

education for it. As we noted in our investigation of the 

teachers' (1Ualifications, at the present time, some of the 

religious teachers have not had definite training in Bible 

teaching. This year two of the teachers are supplementing 

their previous training by another year of Bible study. 

Whenever possible, this should be encouraged, for it hardly 

needs be said that each teacher should know her subject 

matter thoroughly and be able to teach it in an interesting 

manner. In addition, she needs to be encouraged to read 

along various lines, so that she may keep up-to-date. She 



should be led to see the importance of having an understand­

ing of the needs .of her students, both through the study of 

psychology and through observation. She should be urged to 

be a friend to her students. 

In order that each teacher may be awakened to 

these responsibilities, the members of the Bible teaching 

staff should meet frequently to survey the situation, to set 

goals, and to discuss methods of attaining them. 

c. With Respect to the Equipment. 

On the whole, the present equipment is good. The 

library, however, is in need of worthwhile fiction, bio­

graphy, history, poetry, and religious works. All the books 

should be catalogued and when finances permit, book-cases or 

shelves should be provided for them. 

111. Suggestions for the Improvement of the 

Present Religious Education Program. 

In giving our suggestions for the revision of the 

present Religious Education program since it is the most 

logical plan, we shall follow the outline of activities as 

they ere treated in chapter 111. In studying the chart made 

at the close of that chapter, we note at once that there 

is a lack of balance. The instruction phases of the program 

exceed the expressional phases. rrhis deficienty, therefore, 

must be remedied with a view to the psychological and speci­

fic needs of the girls. 

A. With Respect to the Curricular Activities. 

1. In the Chapel. 

The general aim of this service, "to provide a 



worship service f"or teachers and students before_ the work 

of' the day is begun, and to give all students an opportunity 

to hear the truths of Chr:tstianity 11
, is a fine one. But a 

worship service, as the name implies, must, if it is to be 

a real experience in worship, provide opportunity for ex­

pression. It is evident that at the present time there is 

too much instruction and too little expression. More than 

this, there is no correlation of' subjects, for each teacher 

independently plans the program for the day she leads. A 

better plan would be to select a theme for the year, to 

divide this into monthly themes, and then subdivide these 

into weekly themes. Each teacher should lead services 

oontinuously for a week, instead of a day at a time, and 

then this plan will be workable. Classes, individual 

students, and the student body should be used as much as 

possible in the participation of the programs. Occasion­

ally small groups may be given entire charge of a worship 

service. When necessary, a portion of the chapel service 

may be used for drill in the learning of new materials. 

Whenever talks or stories are given, while the application 

to the present day experiences of the girls should be ob­

vious, moralizing should be avoided. Throughout all of 

these services there should be a close relation between the 

worship themes and definite life problems. 

2. In the Bible Course in School. 

Here again it must be remembered that it is the 

pupils that are central rather than the matrccrial. We would 

suggest that each class begin a new study with each year, 



rather than holding over unfinished material from one 

year to the other as is being done in grades Vll and VIII. - -
We believe that this plan would create gi_'eater interest on 

the part of the pupils. Note-books, with considerable 

opportunity for original creative work should be kept by 

all classes, and maps should be used whenever necessary. 

If the 5ible itself is not used as a text, it should be 

t>eferredto often, so that the pupils may become familar 

with it. In the teaching, constant reference should be 

made to problems in the lives of the girls. This will 

stimulate thought and result in discussion by the class. 

Each girl, in consequence, should be trained to think 

through the implications of the 5ible teaching and helped 

to make her O\~ decisions in the light of them. Wherever 

possible, the groups should be led to undertake some de-

finite service, motivated throughout by their own relation 

to the Father of all mankind. 

3. In the Evening Prayers. 

The Evening Prayers should continue to be in the 

hands of the students. Nevertheless, in consultation with 

the Principal or a Faculty Adv!sor, definite objectives 

should be set up. There is, at the present time, no 

correlation of subjects used in these meetings. Therefore, 

a plan like the following could be used. With the subject 

of prayer as the general theme, a plan for the individual 

meetings could be worked out with sub-topics and especially 

appointed student leaders des:i.gnated. "With Christ in the 

School of Prayer 11 by Andrev\r Murray, and specific prayer 



passages in the l3ible V'.rould provide materials. Time should 

be given to definite prayer for specific needs that the girls 

themselves indicate, as for example, personal problems and 

requests for their families, for their school, and for their 

country. A note-bpok could be kept in which the requests 

and the answers would be recorded. Whether this is done or 

note, the attitude of expecting definite results should be 

built up. A capable student committee should be in charge 

to help individual students plan their programs if necessary. 

Variety should be. sought and as many students as possible 

should be urged to take part in these meetings. 

B. With Respect to the Sunday Activities. 

1. In the Sunday School Program. 

The attendance at this meeting is very good. We 

believe, however, that there is much need for improvement in 

the program itself. There is really no worship program, but 

rather the old type of "opening exercisesu, with which this 

service is begun. The first need, therefore, is to plan 

worship services to precede the lesson periods. At the 

present time all grades attend this service. It would un­

doubtedly be better for the lower primary gnades to meet 

separately for their own worship service, in order that it 

may be better adapted, and therefore, more meaningful to 

them. If the Graded Lessons can be secured in the Chinese, 

these should be used, rather than the International Uniform 

Lessons. It is better for each teacher to teach an entire 

semester than for two teachers to teach on alternate Sundays 

throughout the year. Naturally, there should also be some 
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service program linked up with the lessons studied. 

2. In the Church Program. 

As was said before, this service is planned more 

specifically to meet the needs of the Christian constituero y 

of Siu Laam, other than the students. Nevertheless, when­

ever possible the students should be given a part in the 

service, or be recognized in some way by the Pastor. Other­

wise they ·will have no personal interest and joy in these 

services, and will discontinue attendance as soon as it is 

not compulsory. The rourch program canes under the juris­

diction of the church rather than that of the school, how­

ever, so that it is not possible to make changes here. 

3. In the Sunday Night Sing. 

Inasmuch as the Miller Seminary girls already 

attend so many formal services, the Sunday Night Sing meets 

a real need in providing an informal service for the girls. 

Therefore, the informal singing of hymns, the playing of the 

classical music, the prayer response, and good-night song 

are all good. There is, however, one big improvement needed, 

and that is in the memorizing of passages of scripture. There 

are a number of ways in which this memory work may be presented. 

It may be linked up with a definite problem, a picture or a 

story. For example, the leader may suggest the problem or 

lead the girls to do so. In discussing this, she may ask 

what scripture wuuld help in the solution of the problem. 

She herself may have to suggest several passages and let 

the girls choose the one they like best. This scripture 

should then be dlscussed so that everyone will understnnd 
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it. After such a process, when it is assigned to be memor­

ized during the week, the girls ~~~ill be ready to do so and 

will find in it a real meaning and purpose. At the next 

meeting it may be called for before the study of a new passage 

is urrlertaken. If possible, some definite use should be made 

of it, as for example, incorporating it into the Sunday School 

and Chapel worship programs. 

C. With Respect to the Extra-Curn cular Activities. 

1. In the Y.w.c.A. Program. 

The Y.w.c.A. h8s no daul:tdDnea good vrork, but :tt 

should fill a still larger place in the lives of the students. 

Although m~moorship cannot be made compulsory, the meej;'ings 

and work of the organization should be made so attractive 

that every girl will want to join. As things are, there is 

a lack of spiritual vitality. The seeking of this must be 

made a matter of earnest prayer and thought on the part of 

the officers. rrhe weekly religious meetings should be less 

formal. The formality may, in part, be due to the fact that 

these meetings are held in the school chapel. This is the 

only room in the school that is large enough for this meeting. 

Then every member of the Y.W.C.A., and this should come to 

mean every girl in the school, should be given a definite 

part in a ser·vice program. In conjunction vlith the Y. W. C.&. 

advisor, additional service activities should be planned. 

There may well be more social meeti11gs also. 

2. In the Bible and Prayer Groups. 

The Y.W.C.A. should seek to enroll more girls in 

its bible classes, or to organize a number of smal} cl-a:sses, 
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if teachers can be secured for them. Discussion groups, 

also could be organized. The other groups, which meet tem­

porarily to pray and to read the Sible, no doubt fill a real 

need in the lives of those who participate in them. This 

method of spontaneous group prayer should be open to all at 

any time they >•Jish to use it. 

3. In the Student Government Association. 

It is impossible to give definite suggestions 

concerning the Student Government Association as we lack 

intimate know::j.edge of the working of this organization. It 

is evident, however, that the success of this organization 

is dependent on the value set on truth, personal honor, and 

high standards of conduct by each girl. Naturally, the 

Religious Education program should play a vital role in 

developing these standards. 

D. With Respect to Additional Needs. 

In addition to the needs already met by the 

Religious Education program, and the needs concerning vn1ich 

suggestions have been given above, are several othe~ for 

which provision should be made. 

1. In Sex-Education. 

At the present time there is no sex-education 

whatever given to the girls. Because of the prevalence of 

superstitious ideas, it is especially important that the 

girls reC~'i ve this knowledge. Some provision should be 

made for this through the school proper or through the 

Religious Education program. 



2. In Recreation. 

Another rieed is for more recreation. Most of 

the students work quite steadily. Comparatively speakini, 

there is little time given over to recreation. This is, 

therefore, a real need which should be met through the 

Y.W.C.A., or the Student Government Association. An hour 

every Friday or Saturday evening could possibly be given 

over entirely to games, and in this way the girls would 

get needed relaxation. This would not only meet a present 

need but it could also be made to contribute to their future, 
cl<i!.T> 

by bro~ing their conception of the possibilities of recreation 

and by actually training them in planning a social hour for 

the group. Wholesome contacts with boys and yotmg men should 

be arranged for if possible. This, ~~der present circumstances 

would be rather di.fficult for there is no Christian school 

for boys in Siu Laam, nor are the other schools of the same 

high type as Miller Seminary. Therefore, there is no group 

of young men with whom it would be altogether desirable to 

have these girls make social contacts. 

1 V. SUmmar•y. 

The suggestions given to revise the present 

Religious Education program of Miller Seminary are then, as 

follows: - Wherever possible, the present form of organization
1 

a structure that has required many years and much sacrifice 

to build, should be kept intact rather than torn down at once. 

Whatever changes are necessary should be made gradually. The 

teachers should be led in every possible way to fit themselves 

for their tasks. The library facilities should be enlarged 
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so that the equipment of the school may be adequate in 

every·way. 

As in the case of the organization, so too, 

in the case of the Religious Education progrrun, it should 

continue, but with some changes and adjustments tactfully. 

intr-oduced. There should be greater emphasis placed on 

pupil participation, particular:.L;y in worship and service 

activit s. Sex-education and recreation should be added 

to the program. Finally, in all of the teaching, the 

plannlng of programs, and the development of personal 

friendships, the needs of the gir·ls as outlined in our 

study must be kept in mind. While not drastic, these 

suggested changes, if carried out, will undoubtedly 

bring about a marked improvement in the Religious 

Education program of Miller Seminary and will pave the 

way for further ch~:1.nges in the future. 

,. 
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The Early Adolescent Girl, 12 to 14 years. 

Characteristics Needs Da.!!B_ers to be Avoided 
SymEa.thy & Understa.n~ing 

1. Physical 1 A. Skeleton 
!.Conditions 
a. Rapid growth 

Activity Excessive 
physical 
strain 

b. Trunk length­
ens 

c. Shoulders 
broaden 

d. Growth of 
large mus­
cles 

e. Unsymmetri­
cal growth 

2. Results 
a.. Awkwardness 

B. Sex organs2 
1. Conditions 

a. Period of 
puberty 

b. Enlarging 
of breasts 
and hips 

c. Maturing of 
sex organs 

2. Results 
a. Profound 

transforma­
tion and up­
heaval 

b. Restiveness 

Exercise of 
large muscles 

Knowledge of 
meaning of changes 

Right attitude 
towards body 

Opportunity for 
wholesome contact 
iJirith boys 

Wholes:> me activity 
appealing to a var­
iety of interests 

c. Respiratory System3 Outdoor exer-
l.Conditions cises 
a. Lung capacity Health habits such 

variable as bathing & breath-
2. Results ing properly. 
a. Development, 

a strain 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Failure to 
establish 
proper health 
habits 
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1. (of. McKibben, Frank M., Intermediate Method in the Church 
School P. 41-43 

( of. Tracy, Frederick, The Psychology of Adolescence, P. 30,31. 
2. of. Mudge, E. Leigh, The Psychology of Early Adolescence, P. 33 
3. of. McKibben, Frank M. op.cit. P. 44 



The Early Adolescent Girl, 12 to 14 years. 

Charac~e~is~ics Needs Dangers to be Avoided 
Sympathy~-~--Unt!~ r standing -----

D. Circulftory 
System 

1. Conditions 
a. Arteries 

small 
b. Heart be­

comes large 
2. Results 
a. High blood 

pressure 
b. Relatively 

weak heart 

E. Digest~ve 
System 

1. Conditions 
a.. In Grease in 

size & capa­
city 

2. Results 
a.. Fickleness of 

anpetite 

F. Nervous System3 
1. Conditions 

a.. Connection be­
tween differ­
ent parts of 
brain devel­
opment 

2. Results 
a.. Apparent in­

dolence 

Guard against 
competitive 
games or exer­
cise calling 
for unusual 
strain 

Appetizing and 
nourishing food 
at regular hours 

Abundance of 
sleep 

Understanding 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1. cf. McKibben, Frank M. op.cit. P. 44 
2. cf. McKibben, Frank M. op.cit. P. 44 
3. cf. Mudge E. Leigh, op.cit. P. 35. 

Poverty o:f 
blood 

Derangement 
of the appetite 
and digestive 
organs 

Overindulgence 
of any kind 

Undue nervous 
expenditure 

Late hou.rs 

77. 



The Early Adolescent Girl, 12 to 14 years. 

Characteristics Needs Dangers to be Avoided 
Sympathy & Understanding 

11. Social1 

A. Conditions 
1. Growing inter­

est in world 
of adult society 

2. Group loyalty 
3. Hero worship 
4. Influence of 

sex-develop­
ment 

B. Results 
1. Struggle be­

tween indivi­
dualistic mo­
tives and so­
cial impulses 

2. Desire to join 
clubs etc. 

3. nerush"on adult 
or chum 

4. Apparent sex­
repulsion 

5. Bashfulness, 
self-assertive­
ness, reticence, 
egotism, boast­
ing, morbidity, 
independence of 
thought. 

Adult 
friend­
ship 

To develop 
skills of 
social adaptat­
ion 

Treating this 
age like children 

C:r1ltshe s and un­
wholesome friend­
ships 

Group,enter­
prise,s, parties, 
clubs, hikes. 
To awaken and 
develop a wide 
range of fine 
ideals and sen­
timents 
Play: team play 
should develop 
attitudes of 
fairness and 
co-operation. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

l.(Cf. McKibben Frank M. opl cit. P. 58-61. 
(cf. Mudge, E. Leigh, op.cit. P. 89-93. 



79. 

The Early Adolescent Girl, 12 to 14 years. 

Characteristics Needs Dangers to be Avoided 
S~thy &ung.erstanding --·-----

111. Iritellectual.l 
~Conditions--

1. Enlarged range 
of activity 

2. Swift mental 
changes 

3. Marked develop­
ment & quicken­
ing of sense 
organs. 

4. Inc~sed mental 
alertness 

5. All phases of 
mind's forms 
of activity 
take on new 
lifr•. 

B. Resul t8 
1. Growth in 

higher forms of 
memory 

2. Vividnessof im­
agination 

3. Increase in ab­
ility to reason 

4. Development of 
judgment 

5. Acute self­
consciousness 

6. Day-dreaming 

C. Limitations 

Abundance of 
objective in­
terests 

Wise choice of 
books 
( A reasonable 
( amount of free­
( dom and initia­
( tive 
Self control 
Praise of elders 
Opportunity to 
work out ideas 
& desires 

1. Hunger for Thrills 
& excitement 

2. Excessive fascin­
ation for reading 

3. Recklessness 
4. Fastidiousness of 

dress 
5. Flippancy 
6. Fickleness of inter­

est 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1. Cf. McKibben, Frank M. op.cit. P. 47-55. 

Over stim-
ulation 

(Strenuous 
(mental ac­
(tivities 
(when fatigued 
Strong feeling 
Undue confusion 
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The Early Adolescent Girl, 12 to 14 years. 

Characteristics Needs Dangers to be Av~ided 
Sympathx__ & Understanding 

lV. Emotional.l 
A. Conditions 
1. Time of deep, 

strong emotion 
2. Unstable emo­

tions 
3. Rapidly shift­

ing moods 

B. Results 
1. Animated by 

admiration, 
reverence, awe 

2. Gratitude for 
kindness 

3. Grief in pre­
sence of grief 

4. Often very con­
scientious 

5. Undependable in 
giving attention 

Self-control 
Diverting in­
tare sts 
Frank discuss­
ion of problems 
that arise 
Emotional sti­
muli of faith, 
hope, courage, 
etc. 

Normal life with 
plenty of sleep 
& good food 

6. Storm & stress in 
general 

V. Volitional. 2 
-i. Conditions 

a. Interests wax 
& wane 

b. Ha.bits formed 
now 

c. Standard, g'roup 
opinions 

d. Interested in 
vocation 

2. Results. 
a. Apparent laziness 
b. Actions controll­

ed by group opin­
ion 

c. Rival barnes 
played with 
utter abandon. 

Guidance through 
example to form 
right habits 

Opportunity to 
know about vo­
cations 

Good environ­
ment 

Competitive 
games 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1. (cf. Mudge, E. Leigh, op.cit. P. 60-62 

(cf. Tracy, Frederick, op.cit. P. 75. 
2. cf. Tracy, Frederick, ibid. P. 117. 

Excitement 

Commands: 
Suggestions 
are better 

Too much 
talking: 
Example is 
better 
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The Early Adolescent Girl, 12 to 14 years. 

Characteristics Needs DanP-"ers to be Avoided. 
~Eathv & Unders~a~ng 

Vl. Religions.1 
A. Conditions. 
1. New realization 

of self 

Must understand 
her former rel­
igious experience 
and training 

Too emotional 
evangelistic 
campaigns 

2. Increased moral 
sensi ti V>-me ss 

3. Awakened conscience 
4. Search for sources Careful teaching 

of control 
6. Uninterested in 

dogmas 
6. Mixture of faith 

and doubt 

B. Results 
1. Religion be­

comes more deeply 
personal 

Friendly counsel 

Vital establish­
ment of religious 
ideals & habits 

Christ presented 
as the Ideal 

2. Indefinable hunger Provide helpful 
solutions to the 
many practical 
problems of 
every day con­
duct 

3. Responsive to the 
appeal of' the 
Divine 

4. Interested in 
practical 
applications 
of religion. Training in 

worship 

Trainlng in 
group praying 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1. (cf. McKibben, Rrank M. op.cit. P. 67-69. 

( cf. Mudge, E. Leigh, op.cit. P. 102, 103. 
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The Middle Adolescent Girl, 15 to 17 ye~s. 

Characteristics Needs Dangers to be Avo.ided 

L. Physical 
A. skeletonl 
1. Conditions 

Vigorous ex­
ercise of 

a. Slow grov,th 
body 

of large 2 muscles 
b. Attain 90% 

adult height 
c. Attain 80% 

adult weight 
d. Accelerated 

growth of 
large muscles 

e. Development 
of smaller 
muscles 

2. Results 
a. Increase in 

efficien·ey 
b. Ease of grace 

&: form 
c. New sense of 

strength and 
energy 

B. Sex Organs3 
1. Conditions 

Corrective ex­
ercises, if 
necessary 

Exercise of 
smaller mus­
cles 

Sex instruc­
tion impera-

A. Steady development tive 

C. Respiratory System4 
1. Conditions 

a. Little increase 
in lung capacity 

b. Dull pupils have 
smaller lung 
capacity than 
bright ones 

Plenty of out­
door exercise 
Busy, interest­
ing life 

Increase lung 
capacity of 
weak and back­
ward students 

Training in 
bodily care 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Secret 
vices 

1. Cf. Moore, Mary Anne, Senior Method in the Church 
School, P. 48, 49. 

2. cf. 

3. cf. 
4. cf. 

Moxcey, Mary, E., Thr-; Psychology of Middle 
Adolescence, P. 19. 

Moore, Mary Anne, Ibid, P. 53. 
Moore, Mary Anne, Ibid. P. 50 



The Middle Adolescent Girl, 15 to 17 years. 

Characteristics Needs Dangers to ~~~~oided 

1. 
2. 
3. 

D. Circulatory 
Systeml 

1. Conditions 
a. Increase in 

heart capacity 
b. Irregular 

growth of 
arteries 

2. Results 
a. Increased 

blood pressure 

E. Digestive 
System2 

1. Results 

Moderation 

a. Capricious 
& uncontrolled 
appetite 

b. Desire for 
sweets 

F. Nervoug 
System 

1. Conditions 
a. Growth of 

brain complete 
b. Sensory & 

motor areas 
fully 

2. Results 
a. Fatigued 

easily 
b. Decrease in 

power of 
endurance 
and re sis­
tance to 
disease 

Good whole­
some food 

Rest 

Care 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
cf. Moore, Mary Anne, op.cit. P. 
cf. Moore, Mary Anne, op.cit. P. 
cf. Moore, :Mary Anne, op.cit. P. 

Excessive 
work 

Extreme hard­
ship 

Any form of 
specializa­
tion 

50. 
50. 
65, 66. 

83. 



The Middle Adolescent Girl, 15 to 17 years. 

Gharacteristics 

!1. Social.l 
A. Conditions 

Needs Dangers to be Avoided 

Development 

84. 

1. Interest in 
others awak­
ened. 

2. Desire for 
fellowship 
vdth adults, 
chums, etc. 

Help in 
choosing 
friends 
on basis 
of charac­
ter, conduct, 
and personal 
worth. 

of inferiority 
cor:1plexes through 
suppression on 
sr.:ontaneous 
de sires. 

3. Unstable sex 
attraction 

4. Age of social 
organization 

B. Results 
1. Altrustic 
2. Period of 

friendships 
to cases 

3. Experience 
romantic and 
violent love 
(seldom last-
ing) 

4. Great atten­
tion paid 
to clothes 

111. Intellectua12 
-A. Conditions 

1. Increase in 
mental powers 

2. Memory retains 
ideas better 

3. Increased del­
icacy of senses 

4. New interest 
in others 

5. Development of 
romantic ima­
gination 

B. Results 
1. Willingness to 

share ideas 
2. Sensitive to 

appeal of 
nature 

3. Desire to make 
their own deci-

Opportunity 
for 

social 
service 

Tactful 
guidance 
To form right 
mental habits 
To· encourage 
creative imagin­
ation along use-
ful lines 

Good music, 
poetry, high 
ideals 

(Opportunity 
to make inde­
pendent choices 

sions •.....•........• 

1. cf. Monre, Mary Anne, op.cit. P. 85& 
MOX:C'?~ Mary E. op.cit. P. 16,17. 

Too much day 
dreaming 
Too much 
suppression 

2. I cf. ;.··.\.oxcey,, Mary;'AE • .., op.cit~tP.p20,.., 
( cf. Moore, mary nne., op.cJ. • • o6,68. 
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The Middle Adolescent Girl, 15 to 17 years. 

Characteristics 

lV. Emotional 1 
A. Conditions 
1. Period of emo­

tional extremes 
2. At 16, or 17 

more control 

B. Results 
1. Possibly 

morbid self­
analysis 

2. Deepening 
appreciation 
of friends, 
vi tures, & 
sympathy 

3. Desire for 
thrills 

V. Volitional2 
A. Conditions 
1. Equil-'!11rium 

unstable 
B. Result~, 
1. De siJ:•e to 

make ovvn de­
cisions 

2. Accept only 
indirect 
suggestions 

Vl. Religious3 
-A. Conditions 

1. Religions now 
very personal 

2. Religions one 
of action 

3. Time of doubts 
B. Results 
1. VtJorship has 

richer meaning 
2. Communion, more 

mystical 
?i. Convs rs.i on 

experience 

Needs Da~gers to beAVoided 

Deve:bpment 
of self­
control 

Wholesome 
activities 

Sublimation 
of sexual 
de sires & 
passions 

Adult friend­
ship. 

Activities 
which embody 
ideals 

Building of 
right atti­
tudes 

To make Jesus 
Ghrist real to 
each heart, and 
to help each one 
to personally 
follow Him. 

High purposes 
& ideals 
Program of 
service 
ogportunities f r J.eaa.ers.tnp 

Morbid self 
analysis which may 
lead to suicides, 
delinquency. 

Undue arousing 
of emotions 
without cppor­
tunity for 
expression 

Tragic 
losses 

which 
result 
from 
failure to 
meet religious 
needs. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
l.(cf. Moxcey, Mary E., op.cit. P. 65. 

(cf. Moore, Mary Anne, op.cit. P. 70. 
2. cf. Moxcey, Mary E., op.c~t. P. 67. 
3. (cf. Moxcey, Mary E., op.c~t., P. 178. 

( cf. Moore, Mary Anne., op.cit. P. 97,98. 
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The Later Adolescent Girl, 18 to 24 years. 

Characteristics 

1. Physical.1 
A. Conditions 
1. Comparatively 

little increase 
in height 

2. Maturing & 
filling out 
of framework 

3. Maturing of 
all bodily 
functions 

B. Results 
1. Great energy 

& endurance 
2. Perfection of 

bodily contr·ol 
3. Poise & grace 

11. Social.2 
A. Conditions 
1. Craving for 

companionship 
2. Craving for 

companionship 
of opposite 
sex 

3. Desire to 
attract att­
ention 

4. Mating in­
stinct prom­
inent 

B. Results 
1. Social groups 

flourish 
2. Class distinc­

tions made 
3. Parties & amuse­

ments indulged 
in 

4. Engagements & 
marriage 

Needs Dengers to be Avoided 

Establishment 
of regular 
habits of ex­
ercise which 
will run over 
into adult 
life. 

Need for social 
adjustments 

Provision for 
companionship 
with other girls 

Provision for proper 
contacts with young 
men 

Idealizing of re­
lationships should 
now go into the 
building of a 
life standard of 

social values. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1. (cf. Mudge, E. Leigh, Psychology of Later Adoles­
cence, P. 19. 

( cf. Thompson, James V., Handbook for Workers 
with Young People, P. 27. 

2. cf. Thompson, James V., Ibid. P. 40,41. 
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The Later Adolescent Girl, 18 to 24 years. 

Characteristics ------ Needs Dangers to be Avoidad 

111. Intellectual.l 
A. Conditions 
1. Great develop­

ment in power 
of thought & 
reason 

2. Broadening of 
interests 

3. Habits become 
.fixed 

4. Development of 
a life philosophy 

5. Time of question­
ing 

B. Results 

Choose intellec­
tual hobbies 

Reason with 
this age 

Provide facts in 
answer to doubts 

To pay attention 
to needs not met 
in early & middle 
adolescence 

1. Time for study of 
pure science, phil­
osophy & logic 

2. Intolerance & in­
dividualism 

3. Independent 
4. Time of disill­

usionment 

lV. Emotional2 
A. Conditions 
1. Emotions more 

controlled 
2. Tendency to 

moods persists 
B. Results 
1. Mixture of 

seriousness & 
frivolity 

2. Seek thrills & 
excitement 

3. Periods of irres­
ponsibility 

Joy & amuse­
ment 

Properly guided 
re c re a.t ional 
amusements 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Lack 

of 

Sympathy 

Over·;.... 
stimu.la­
tion of 
emotions 

Guard agaim t 
seeking merely 
sensory 
thrills 

1. (cf. Mudge, E. Leigh, The Psychology of Later Ad­
olescence, P. 30, 31. 

(cf. Thompson, James V. op.cit. P. 28-33. 
2. ( cf. Tracy, Frederick, op. cit. P. 80. 

( cf. Mudge, E. Leigh, Ibid, P. 53. 
I 



The Later Adolescent Girl, 18 to 24 years. 

Characteristics 

v. Volitionall 
A. Conditions 
1. Will, increas­

ingly dominant 
B. Results 
1. Independence 

Needs Dangers to be Avoided 

Acceptance of 
positive 
Christian 

code of con­
duct. 
Acceptance of 
leadership res­
ponsibilities2 
Vocational 
guidance 

Mj.~sing;. 
thl.S 

88. 

Vl. Religious.3 
A. Conditions 
1. Thou@:btful & 

questioning 
2. Time of prac­

tical idealism 
3. Keen sacrifi­

cal spirit 

Pre sent Jesus 
Christ as Saviour 
and Ideal, so that 
each one may per­
sonally accept him. 

Opportunity to 
accept definite 
responsibilities 
in the church 

last hi 
tide of 
spiritual 
opportunity 
in life of 
individual 

B. Results 
1. Doubts 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1. cf. Mudge, E. Leigh, The Psychology of Later 

Adolescence, P. 30. 
2. cf. Richardson, Norman E., The Religious Ed­

ucation of Adolescents, P. 184. 
3. ( cf. Mudge, E. Leigh, Ibid, P. 136- 138. 

( Cf. Richarason, Norman, E., Ibid, P. 92. 
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Summa~y of Adolescent Characteristics and Needs 

Ferment Stage1 

Early, 12-14 

1. Physical Development 
A. Conditions 
1. RaPid gro-vvth & 

development 
2. Grov·th of large 

muscles -
3. Maturing of sex 

organs 
4. Lung capacity 

variable 
5. Enlarging 

hea.rt 
6. Growth in 

size &_capacity 
of digestive 
system 

7. Nervous system 
developing 

B. Results 
1. Muscular aw­

kvvardness 
2. Profound up­

heavel 

Physical needs. 

Crisis Stage 

Slower growth 

Grov1th of 
smaller muscles 
Development of 
sex organs 
Little inc~se 

Enlarging 
heart 

Growth of 
brain complete 

Better control 

New sense of 
energy 

Reconstrm­
tion Stage 

Laterl8::~ 

Growth & 
development 
completed 
Hardening 
process 

II 

Self control 

Stabilit~r of 
nervous 
system 

1. Exercise of Exervise of Play & 
large muscles large & small recreHt:toD. 

2. Sex education muscles 2. Sex e 
3. Opportunity for 2. Sex educat:ion 1lC;J.t1. 

wholesome contact w:l.th boys ----·------
4. Health habits established ---------···-·-- -·----------
5. Nourishing food eaten regularly ---------------
6. Abundance of sleep -----·---------- ------ --------
7. Wholerome activity appealing to a variety of intErests 

11. Social Development 
-~c: o·:ncr :1-t i or18·- ----···--

1. Growing interest in 
others 

2. Group tenden­
cies 

3 • S<?X rern1lsion 

Desire for 
fellowship 
Social organi­
zation 
Unstable sex 
attraction 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Craving for 
COl-:::lpanionsb.ip 
Social ad-

justment 
Mating time 

1. C·utten, rrhe Psycholo8ical Phenomena of Christ:tanity, 
p. 27.5. 
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Surnrn.arv of Adolescent Gharacterist:tcs and Needs 
..;;......---""'--- ~-·-·-··-----------------·-·--·-~---·--- .. -----

Early, 12-14 Middle, 15-17 

11. Social Development ( contd.) 
B. Results 
1. Cruslle s on adults Hero ,·orsh1p 

or chums 
2. AppeHl through Team sports 

group 

Social Needs. 
1. Adult friendships - -------
2. Ch11ms ---·-------
3. Group enterprises Social service 

111. Intellectual Develonment 
A. Condi.tions ---·----~~----
1. Svrift mental Incr(=:ase in 

change mental pow·er 

2. Beginning to 
reason ev\-=jry­
thing 

3. Q}J.ickening of 
sense organs 

B. Results 
1. Independence 

manifest 
2. Vivid imagin­

ation 
3. 

Intellectual needs 

Tendency to 
criticise & 
doubt 
Increas~~d del­
icacy of sense 
organs 

Growing inde­
pendence 
Romantic im­
agi.nation 
Willi.ngne s s 
to share ideas 

1. Abundance of objective interests 

Later, 18-24 

Lasting friend­
ships made 
AppPal through 
service 

Social service 

Great develop­
ment in powers 
of thought Be rea -
son 
Reason 
dominant 

Full povvers 

I<'ull independ­
ence 
Control of 
imagination 
De sirA to 
share ideas. 

2. Opnortunity to work out ideas u desires 
3. 11 11 make independent cho:i.ce s 
4. Meet doubts with frankness 

lV. Emotional Development 
A. -Con2iTFf6i~----- -" ·---
1. Unstable emotions Self control 

2. Shifting moods 

B. Results 
1. Generally, storm 

2--e stress 

dev<:>loping 
Emotional 
extremes 

Deepening 
appreciation 
of friends, 
virtues 

S(-:1lf control 
attained 
t«ore controlled 

Moods, st:i.lla 
contradiction 



Early, 12-14 Middle, 15-17 Lat(-'lr, 18-24 

Emotlonal Needs 
1. Normal life with olentv of sleen & good food 
2. Divertin~ interes~s & ~motional&outlet 
3. Sublimatlon of sexual de sires 
4. Development of self control 

V. Volitional Development 
A. Cond.i ti011s·-------~-
l. Interests wax Unstable equili-

& wane brum 

B. Resu.lts 
1. Actions con­

trolled by 
grou.p 

Volitional Needs 

Independence 

1. Building of right attitudes 
2• Activities which embody ideals 

Vl. Religious Development 
-x:--conciTFfons 

1. Awakened-moral 

1 
sensltlv<-:ness 

2. Pure idealism 

Religlon more 
T1ersonal 
Passionate 
i_dealism 

!iiill in­
creasingly 
deminant 

Incre asinp; 
independence 

Opportunities 
for leader­
ship. 

Pract:tcal 
idealism 

3. Uninterested 
in dogmas 

Desire for program of service 

B. Results 
1. Doubrs 
2. Conversion ex­

perlence 
3. Int(-'!rested in 

vocations 

Religim.:ts Needs 

Doubts 
Peak of conver­
sion experiAnce 
Keener interest 

Doubts 
Conversion 
experience 
Decjs:lon 
made 

1. To make Jesus Christ real to ea.ch individual 
2. To lead each one to accept Christ as her Saviour 
3. To meet doubts with frankness & facts 
4. To give training in worship, group praying, etc. 
5. To establihs religious ideals and habits 
6. To lead each one to altruistic service 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1. Richardson, The Religious Education of Adolescents, 

p. 91. 
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Students in Grade VI. 

Students in Grade VII 



Students in Grade VIII -

Students in Grade IX. 



Arbor Day at Miller Seminary 

-Ill 
I~ II: 
lilt II 

May Day at Miller Seminary 
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Millar Seminary School Building 
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Millar Seminary Dormitory 
and 

Home of American Teachers. 
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