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THE ELEMENTS OF POWER IN
THE PREACHING OF
ROBERT WILLIAM DALE

CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

A, The Subject Stated and the Present Study
Justified

By general consent Dr. Robert William Dale was
one of the most influential preachers in the Congregational
Church., He is known throughout England as Dr. Dale of
Birmingham. Matthew Arnold has said of him:

"He has his arena down at Birmingham, where he

does his practice with Mr, Chamberlain and Mr,

Jess Collings and the rest of the band; and

then from time %0 time he comes up t0 the le-

tropolis, to London, and gives a public exhi-

bition of his skill. And a very powerful

exhibition it often is.%1
He 1s known more as a doctrinal preacher, perhaps, than -
any other preacher in the ninetesnth century. The fact
that his writings last, and his popularity and genius lives
on, and that authorities yet consider him as one of the
tPrinces of the Pulpit'!, is sufficisnt reason for a study
of the elements of power in the preaching of Robert William

Dale,

"o s eeteee

1. Rev. John Edwards: Nineteenth Century Preachers
p. 323




B. Subject Delimited

It is not within the scope of this study to.
give a complete account of the life and the works of R. W,
Dale, for this can be found in separate volumes. Neither
is it the purpose of this investigation 0 go into a
lengthy discussion concerning the times in which Dale lived,
nor is it believed that this is pertinent to the present
subject. But it is the desire of the author of this thesis
to cull out the factors in his life which contributed to
or influenced his preaching which can be classified as con-
tributing influences in his 1ife, and to come into a first
hand study of some of his sermons to determine the elements
of power in his preaching.

Iﬁ considering his sermons, it will not be
possible nor wise to study or even classify all of them.
Since, however, he is noted especially as a doctrinal prea-
cher and ethical preacher, these two phases will be dealt
with at length.

C. Procedure and Sources

After a study of the contributing influences in
the 1life of R, W, Dale that made him what he was, a study
will be made of the elements of power in his doctrinal
sermons, and anéther gtudy from his ethical sermons.

Finally, the form of Dale's preaching will be considered




and the sub;ect concluded with a study of the influences
of Dale upon otner preachers in Birmingham and upon the
world in general. .

The primary sources which will form the basis
for this thesis are:

1, A, W, W, Dale: The Life of R, W, Dale of
Birmingham

2 R. W, Dale: A Series of Discourses on
Christian Doctrine

3. R. W, Dale: Laws of Christ for Common Life

4., R. W. Dale: Nine Lectures on Preaching
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CHAPTER II

CONTRIBUTING INFLUENCES IN THE PREACHING
ROBERT WILLIAM DALE .

A. Dale's Ancestry and Early Education

In order that we may better understand Dale's
preaching, 1t 1s desirable that we begin by directing atsen—
tion to the earliest contributing influences in his life;
namely, his Christian parents and his early education,

Dale was born in the heart of London on
December 1, 1838. "His father, Robert Dale, Was & native
of Bocking, & village about & mile from Braintree in
Essex.“l The ancestry is hard to trace, but it 1s quite
certain the Dales had a strain of foreign blood in them.
It has been advanced that the Dales were among those who
gsettled in Braintree after being driven from the Conti-
nent by religious persecution.z

Dalet!s father, Robert Dale, was a dealer in
hat trimmings until the fashion was superseded and his

trade was turned intoc other courses. At twenty-two Robert

LK B N BN B B IR 2R N N J

1., Dale, A. W, W,: The Life of R. W. Dale of Birmingham,
p. 1
2. Cf. Ivnid.



Dale married Elizabeth Young, the daughter of a tradesman.
*Neither Robert Dale nor his wife had much
schooling, even for their times; but they

~were intelligent and understood the value
of education."l

Both were members of the Tabernacle Church, Moorfields,

which had been founded by George Whitefield.

However, there was, on the wife's side, one
member of distinction, Elizabeth Young's uncle. His
"Indian Church History" yet remains to attest his literary
industry and interest. It can be said that usually the
presence of even one man of letters in a faumily rarely
goes without its effect upon the relatives; and s0 it was
in this family.

Out of six children born to Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Dale, only two survived - Robert and Thomas - "and even
they, as might be expected during childhood, were far
from robust.“z Thomas came t0 the home when Robert was
ten years old and thus, for ten years, Robert was the only
child. The mother's memories of those she had lost made
her all the more tender and loving to her only son. "Her
one desire for her boy !'Bobby'!, as he was then called,
was that he should grow up to be a minister of the Gospel."
To be sure, young Dale early in life was placed on the

© % & & 0 0 00 2

1. Ibid, p. 3
3. 1Ibiad
3. Ibid., p. 4
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altar of God and watched over and prayed for daily that
he might become a minister of the Gospel. Reverend James
Key says:

"One impression remains with me to this day,

the passionately earnest desire of his mother

that he should be a minister of the Gospel of

Jesus Christ. For this she seemed to live;

for this she prayed incessantly, for this she

laboured; for this she would make any sacri-

fice. From his birth she gave him t0 God, and
she watched over him with earnest prayer."l

2. Early Education of Dale

The boy did not lead an adventurous 1life in his
ear 1y childhood and hardly any incidents have been recorded.
However, one friend has said that he was never seen with
the other boys playingAébout in the street and would set
off for home from school at the time fixed by his mother,
He was not one to participate in the rougher sports, and
did not excel in either speed or strength, and was not con-
sidered an athlete; he always cared more for books than
for play., Yet he was not unsociable, but was always ready
and willing to aid his schoolfellows in their lessons, It
wag in his third school that he came in contact with sons
of both professional men and tradesmen, and he léarnad as
much from these classmates as he did from his teachefs;
Because of his attainments in studies, he was far in

LR K B B N B BRI AN )

1., 1Ibid., ».4



advance of most of his classmates, and through his aiding
of others he was brought into intimate association with
two brothers, George and John Offord. But his first
gchool did not pass from his memory entirsly, for, his
firet teacher, Mr. Wilby, left a lasting impregsion on
young Dale. Fifty years later, his son tells us,

"Dale expressed his indebtedness to the train-
ing that he had received there, though he did
not explain whether its merits were due o
special methods of instruction or to its ef-
fect in stimulating the mind."1

These two brothers, George and John Offord, had
a great influence upon his 1life also; for fifty years
later he refers t0 them and what thej had done for him,
It was to Mr, Offord, the father of George and John, that
he owed his earliest impulse towards literature. For

when Mr, Offord died, Dale wrote a letter to his daughter

recalling his own debf:-

"Your father had so great a place in all my
memories of my early days that with his death
a piece of my own life seems to have gons,

He was very kind to me......I should find it
hard to say for how much of my own preaching
he was responsible; his conversations with
me about his twWwo great preachers, Mr. Binney
and Alfred Morris, made impressions on me
which must have done a great deal to shape
ny ihg%e way of thinking about the preacher's
work.

It was probably through such encouragement that at the age
of twelve he made his firet appearance in print, which

L2 K B BN BRI N BE BN AN

1. Ibid.
2‘ Ibidt, p'8
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was an article of only three lines - thirty words all
told.

It was for the Christian Witness that he wrote
his next article. At the reference t0 the Christian
Witness there comes t0 mind the name of one whose in-
fluence greatly shaped the boy's character, namely, Dr.
John Cambell, minister of the Tabernacle Church, His
preaching had a part in stirring the religious interests
and in helping to shape the religious convictions of the
lad who listened to him Sunday after Sunday, sitting by
his father and mother who were then members of the Taber-
nacle Church. Along with Dr. Campbell, Mr. William
Stroud greatly influenced Dale's life while a member in his
catechetica 1l class. His teachings unconsciously were
molding.the young boy'!s thinking.

The exact range of Dale's studies is unceztain,
but it is known that after leaving Mr. Wilby, who followed
the Pestalozzlian system, he was sent to a school at Ray-
leigh in Egsex, where he came in contact with the sons of
tradesmen and professional men, and from there he was
placed in the school kept by Mr. John Tyson Willey. And
it was with Mr, Willey, in the summer of 1843, that Dale's
school days came to an end at the early age of thirteen
years, It is postulated "that he must have learned Latin,

French, a 1little Greek and a fair amount of mathematics,
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in addition to the English subjects which were carefully
taught in Mr. Willey's school.“l

As one looks back over Dalels early'childhood
and schocling, there stand out above all others those
men that had a share in influencing young Dale's thinking.
These included Mr. Wilby, Mr. Offord, John and George
Offord, Mr. William Stroud and Dr. John Camphell., It is
best to hear directly from Dale's son on the influence
that Dr. John Campbell had on his later life and work,

"Some points of resemblance between the two men
are worth noting. Untiring industry, the en-
ergy with which literary activity and the work
of the pulpit were coubined, the habit of ex-
pounding whole passages, and even books of
Scripture rather than separate and isolated
texts, a readiness to attack great subjects,
and a militant loyalty to Congregational prin-
ciples, were characteristics that Dale shared
with his first pastor. How far the similarity
was accidental, and how far due to the uncon-
gcious influence of example, it 1s impossible
t0 say. But there need be no hesitation in
tracing tc this source the first exuberance of
his literary style and the dogmatic temper of
his youth and early manhood. "3

Not only did Dale become a lasting debtor to
Dr. John Campbell, but also t0 his church, the Tabernacle

Church.

B. Influences in Dale's later Education

l. Spiritual Awakening
Dale had not been without earnest religious

s 499 08 20

1. Ibid., p. 13
3. Ibid., p. 11



gtriving. A child of such prayer as was Dale could not

go long without having a deep concern about his own
spiritual condition. That he lived a clean life is seen
from the fact that he was not one to associate a great
deal with the boys on the street but he confined his gpare
time to reading of books. However, there had yet to take
place in his life that experience which would definitely
place him in fellowship with Christ.

It was at Andover while discharging his duties
as a schoolmaster, at which it seemed he could never make
a success, that Dale saw & momentous crises in hig spiri-
tual history. In order that the entire feeling of Dals
might be conveyed, it is best that his experience be
given in his own words.

"A sermon by the Rev., J, Sherman, which I heard
when about thirteen, suggested thoughts about
God, and my relation to Him, which were new as
being practical, and awakened anxieties which
lasted for many months. "l

This Was the veginning of Dale's concern about
his own relation to God, and caused him to inquire more
into it, which he did by reading a great influencial
book of that century, John Angell Jame's "Anxious
Engquirer®. Of this he says:

"T read it on my knees, and in keen distress

about my personal salvation. Night after
night I waited with eager impatience for the

s 6 8¢ 008008

1. 1Ibid., p. 186, Taken from "Ordination Services of
the Rev. R, W. Dale," pp. 31, 33.
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house t0 become still, that in undisturbed
solitude I might agonize over the boock which
had taught so many to trust in God."l

®] continued to suppose that I was to be saved
by believing the history of the Lord Jesus
Christ and the great Evangelical doctrines
concerning His nature and death. Conscious
that I had not attainsd the rest and strength
which ought to follow ‘'saving faith,! I began
t0 think that perhaps my belief was powerless
because it was the mere result of educaticn,
and not of independent inguiry, Under this
impression I turned in my bvoyish simplicity
'to Paley's "Evidences of Christianity," hoping
that when I had verified for myself the his-
torical foundations of Chrigtian truth, my be-
lief would rest on a right basis and exert
greater power."3 .

But even yet the peace desired did not come; the quest
was not over.

"I thought that, perhaps, if I believed in
Christ at all, I did not believe in the right
way; but then, how was I to discover the
right way? This set me off on metaphysical
adventures, which yielded no discoveries of
the kind I wanted. At last = how, I cannot
tell - all came clear; I ceased thinking of
myself and of my faith, and thought only of
Christ; and then I wondered that I should
have been perplexed for even a single hour."3

Thus it was that, at the yoﬁng age of fourteen
and & half years, Dale was received into the Congregational
Church meeting in East Stgeet, Andover, and at once began
an active part in the life and work of the church., With
this, Dale's zeal began to grow until in the spring of
1845, a year after his conversion, he delivered his first

sermon in a room at Providence Cottage, Lower Clatford.

1. 1Ibid. Taken from "Life of John Angell James", pp. 388,889
8. 1Ibid., p. 17
3. Ibid.
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And, as will be seen in his later sermons, he began early
t0 center his preaching around the person and work of

Christ.

"His preaching attracted a good deal of atten~
tion. He was not timid in attacking great
subjects. He had read and thought much for &
lad of his age. His self-possession was re-
markable, and he was never at a loss for words
es..oYet, already it was clear that he was
made for the pulpit, and that only as a prea-
cher of the Gospel would he find the work for
which he was best fitted."l ”

At the age of sixteen he began to become known
among the Non-oonformist families of Leamington. At the
suggestion of Mr. Pope, his pastor at Spencer Street
Congregational Church, who alsc had encouraged him to
enter the ministry, Dale wrote to the Reverend T. R,
Barker, the resident tutor of Spring Hill College, Bir=-
ningham, applying for admission, Being without suffi-
cient funds, he wasg about 10 close his eyes on his hopes
of ever entering college when his friends, together with

a Mrs. Cash, guaranteed the amount needed each year,

2. College Days

At college he came in close contact with the
three professors, Mr. Barker, Mr, Watts, and Mr. Henry
Rogers. Of the three, it was Mr. Henry Rogers who
swayed Dalels thought life the most; in fact, with Dale

S 886 s s s ¢ 0oy

1, Ivbid., pp. 18, 19
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: 1
his influence was paramount.

"From him Dale caught that delight in literary
exceéllence which he carried with him through
life - the strencus resolve to aim at perfec~
tion exhibited in his own work, the dignity and
simplicity of his own style, t0 attain which he
spared himself no pains., It was through Mr,
Rogers also that he first came to admire the
genius of Burkeé........,This admiration for
Burke, wiich began at college, lasted on into
his latest years."3

Later in l1life, during his ministry, Dale often
would lay awake at night for hours, and so on his shelves
above his bed or upon the chair at the side of his bed
there always stood a pile of books. Year after year one
could always find there a volume or two of Burke; while
the others came and went, Burke remained. It is true
that one of the most enduring benefits that a student can
enjoy is the close contact with an intellect of such
originality as was Mr. Henry Rogers'.

It was not an easy task for Dale to0 get into
the harness again after discontinuing school at the age
of thirteen. And since he was self taught, having studied
when and what he liked, it was difficult for him to tie
himself down now to hard, systematic studies.

It was not Mr., James, pastor of Carr's Lane,

who attracted his attentlion as a preacher while Dale was

1. Of, Ibid., p. 42
3. 1Ibid., p. 44
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in Birmingham, but rather George Dawson, who had broken
with the Baptists, Mr, Dawson was the preacher of his
choice, and Dals would hear him nearly every Sunday
evening. Dawson seemed t0 have just what James lacked,
originality, which Dale considered, tc quote his own
words, |

"was the pearl of great price; we were willing
t0 sell all that we had to buy it."1

"To what extent Dale's preaching was affected

by Dawson's influence it would be difficult

to determine; but in one or two directiong the

results are conspicuous., The stresgs that he

laid upon ethics must in a measure be attri-

buted to this cause.....The fascination was

strong, but it was not supreme; Dale was not

mastered by it.....yet he expresses a regret

that Dawson 'has not more of the o¢ld Evangeli—

cal doctrine'".2

It was during Dale's second year that his
intimacy with his fellow-gtudent, Edward Glanville, be-
came a dominant element in his 1ife, With him Dale
"would be seen continually and together they would discuss
their problems. Also, during this second year, Dale was
greatly startled by & sudden summons t0 occupy the pulpit
at Carrts Lane. This was the beginning of a friendship,
which developed into the greatest in Dale's 1life, with
Mr. John Angell Jaumes, then pastor of Carrts Lane.
With his third year ceame his entrance into the

o ¢$eve s o0

1. Dale, R, W,, Lectures on Preaching, p. 396
8. Da'le, EQ wo W‘, Op Ci't., po 52
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Theological Class and a growing enthusiasm for his future
calling. His power as a preacher was now becoming known,
and many sought his services.

"He was often the first choice of those who
applied to the collsge for help."l

This friendship with Mr. James developed into a
very warm one, Often Dale would be invited to spend
Saturday dinner with him, and there they would discuss
many subjects including the work at Carr's Lane and Mr.
Jamesg' desire to be relieved of some of the work there,
This friendship was not without effect, for in the autumn
of 1852 at the age of twenty-three Dale was invited to
preach regularly at Carr's Lane on the first Sunday morn-
ing in every month. This was to relieve Mr., James, who
was well along in years, having served the church since
his call there in 1805. Mr., James, for some time, had
had his eye on Dale and begged him to listen to "no
hint or solicitation aboui settlinggwith a congrega-

tion without first consulting him."

3. At Carrt!s Lane

Dale had first been asked to preach in Carr's
Lane pulpit in order that Mr., James, whose health had

060029006040

1, Ibid., p. 61
3. Ibid., p. 78
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not besn good, might be relieved. This was during Dale's
second year at college. Little did Dale realize when he
first came to Birmingham that someday he would be asked
t0 assist at Carr's Lane, for he had mentioned in one of
his conversations that "the church will go to pieces as
soon as Mr., James goes 10 heaven. God bless his successor.®
He entered his work at Carr's Lane with the
understanding that when he had finished his ccllege work
there would be open $0 him the prospect of becoming assis-
tant pastor. Dale was, however, very re luctant in ever
looking ahead to that time, for he believed it too great
a task for himself, knowing that whoever ﬁould become
asslistant would, in the near future at the death of Mr.
Jamesg, carry the burden of the entire pastorate.
Reference cannot be made to Carr's Lane without
giving consideration to the personality of its pastor,
Mr, James, and t0 his influence upon the life and think-
ing of Dale., In Dale's early college days the sermons
at Carrt's Lane were not to his liking, in fact, he was
repelled by them. To him Mr. James lacked originality
which meant everything to Dale. Yet, it cannot be over-
looked that howsver Dale thought at first about Mr.
James' preaching, he came to find real help and strength
in his Saturday evening visits at Mr. James' home.

S c e ee s 0 eaq

1. 1Ibvid., pp. 77

1
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Mr. James was one of the most famous preachers
of his time. His books were well known, especially "The

Anxious Enquirer® to which Dale went t0 find the answers
1 .

to his problem during his spiritual awakening. In
addition to his preaching and his work as an author,

"iir, James also gave much time and strength

to organized effort in association with

others. He was enthusiastic in his support

of foreign missions, especially as represented
by the London Missionary Socliety. He took a
leading part in the foundation of the Evangeli-
cal Alliance€......By his labours in behalf of
Spring Hill College he had rendered important 2
service to the cause of ministerial education.®

His reputation and influence were not confined
t0 his own denominational circles but went far beyond
those limits. As to the secret of his success, a frag-
ment from Mr., James! autobiography is related by A. W,
W. Dale:

"He frankly avows that he lacked learning and
originality; that he was neither philosopher
nor critic., His own intellect was not adven-
turous, and he could 'start no mind upon a
new track of investigation and career of dis-
covery.! ©No glimpses of undiscovered truths,
he tells us, have flashed upon his soul. He
describes himself as 'a mere plodding, work-
ing husbandman, using o0ld implements with
gome industry, and following old methods with
a kind of dogged perseverance and consider-
able success.? He was keenly alive to the.
glory and the responsibility of his vocation,
and his motto throughout his ministry had
always been, 'They watch for souls as they
that shall give account.'"3

4 %% 00 S e

i. MAnte p., 11
3. Dale, op. cit., p. 73
3. 1Ibid., p. 74
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But with all these acknowledgements, A. W. W, Dale
givesa his own answer for Mr. James! success:
"He had the volce, the presence, the instinet
of the orator.....He was distinguished by
sagacity and shrewdness in an exceptional de-
gree. He understood men, and knew how t0 deal
with them both in the mass and as individuals
sessesseIhs weaknesses of human nature, and
the remedies of weakness, were familiar to him,
If there was no originality in his method of
treatment, no enterprise in his science, he
had the skill of an experienced spiritual
"physican. And all these gualities were crowned
by a simplicity, absolutely devoid of affection
or pretension, and incapable of any meanness or
smallness. "l
This was the character, the personality with
which Dale was to be assoclated for at least six years
and with whom he would labour together'iu the vineyard of
his Master.
| It was with the concern of a father that Mr,
James watched over Dale. On August 6, 1854, Dale
preached for the first time as the co-pastor of Carr's
Lane., It was not, however, until late in November, be-
cause of Mr. James' recent illness, that the ordination
gservice was held. It was at this time that Mr. James
shared with others his personal feeling toward Dale as
he finished his address with these words:

"iong after my memorial shall be added t0
those which are inscribed on yonder marbdle,
may you ococupy the pulpit that overshadows
my tomb, and send forth over my sleeping

® 6408002008

1. Ibid.
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dust the words of life and immortality. A
long, a holy, and a useful career by yours
in this place. As it was in my case, g0

may it be in yours, and this church be your -
first, your last, and your only love. Even
longer, more happy, and more useful may you
be here than I have been, Rich in years, in
honours, and in usefulness may you come at
gsome far distant day to your end: and then,
after labouring in the same pulpit, come and
lie down with me in the same grave, at the
foot of it: 80 shall we resemble warriors
resting on the field where they fought and
conguered. "1

Truly this wish was realized in the spirit if not in the
letter,

It was not -long before the man's characteristics
were t0 show themselves, and Dale's doctrinal and ex-
pository methods were manifested very early in his mini-
gtry. In fact, shortly after teking the co-pastorate, he
delivered a series of sermons on the Epistle to the
Romans which caused a great stir. Many of the congrega-
tion and friends at Spring Hill College were greatly
concerned at Dalets line of reasoning, since he had ad-
vanced some ideas that contradicted some of the strong
points of Calvanism. However,Ait was Mr. James who
stepped in to say,

"low you leave the young man alone, he has
the root of the matter in him...The young
man must have his fling."3
It was with this introduction that Dale began
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1. Ibid., p. 97. Quoted from "The Ordination Service
4 of the Reverend R. W. Dals, pp. 35, 38
2, Ibid., p. 115
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his rich ministry at the Carr's Lane pulpit. He was to
see many valleys as well as mountaln tops, and true to
the words and wish of Mr. James, this church was his
first and last and only love, for Dr. Dale began and

ended his ministry in the same pulpit.

c. Summaf& of the Contributing Influences
Robert Williamigale's Preaching
This chaﬁter hag considered the contributing

influences that affected Dale's preaching under the head-
ings of: his family background and early education,
his spiritual awakening, his college days, and his be-
ginning at the Carr's Lane Pulpit. It has been shown
that he was born into a devout christian home,'ﬁhere
from earliest childhood he was brought into contact{ with
the Bible, that there were difficult days in the early
home life of Dale, and that through the prayeéa of his
saint ly mother, Dale was led in the paths of religion.
It has further been seen how Dale was not t00 robust
as a young lad, but enjoyed his books more than his
athletics, and that because of his interest in books he
was able to help many other fellow students in difficult
subjects. Those who were influential in young Dale's
thinking as a student were Mr. Wilby, Mr. Offord, John
and George Offord, Mr. William Stroud and Dr. John



Campbell. Dale's early ability for writing and his zeal
was becoming more evident in his early teens. Mr., Janmes!
book "Anxioug Enquirer® played an important part in the
religious experience of Dale, and 1t was further seen
that at the age of fourteen years Dale accepted the work
of Christ for himself and was received into the church,
which time marks the beginning of his active life and
work in the church.

Then Dale was seen in his college role being
influenced greatly by Mr. Barker, Mr. Watts, and Mr. Henry
Rogers. In literary influence, Mr. Burke stands above the
rest as the one man whose works were never absent from
Dale's little night table, wpon which was always found his
favorite books. These he read in the middle of the night
when sleep failed him. Of the preachers, Mr. George Dawson
was shown to be Dalels favorite, and Dawson's influence is
very evident in the latter life of Dale.

Then in the oclosing part of the chapter Mr. James,
pastor of Carr's Lane Church, had becowe ill, and a number
of times Dale was invited over to fill the pulpit. Scon
this association became even greater and Dale was invited
to be first, assistant pastor, and then co-pastor with Mr,
James at the Carr's Lane pulplit. It was here that Dale's
preaching success was born, blosscomed into full bloom, and
then was to live on after Dale himself departed from this

life.
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All the individuals mentioned in this chapter
contributed greatly to the preaching of Robert William
Dale.
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CHAPTER IIT

AN ANALYSIS OF DALE'S DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL
SERMONS WITH REFERENCE TO
SPECIAL ELEMENTS OF POWER

A, A Study of Dale's Doctrinal Sermons

That Dr. Dale was predominately a doctrinal
preacher is an accepted fact that need not be argued.
Shortly after coming to Carr's Lane pulpit in Birmingham,
he was met on the street by a Welshman who was a powerful
Non-conforuist preacher. Dr. Dale in relating the ac-
count says:

"He had reached middle age (the Welshman)

and I was still a young man, and he talked

to me in a friendly way about my ministry.

He said, 'I hear that you are preaching

doctrinal sermons to the congregation at

Carr's Lane; they will not stand it.? I

answered, 'They will have to stand it.'"1
And so it was that while yet young Dale determined to
preach the whole counsel of God to his people. 1In light
of this, it is imporftant to consider in his doctrinal
preaching certain elements of power.

A doctrinal sermon is a sermon which follows
a line of Biblical reasoning, gathering together many or
all the passages which hear upon a certain teaching, such

LR BN BE BN B BN BN B BN J

1. Dale, R. W.: Preface to Christian Doctrine, p. v
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as Go%, man, sin, Christ, the Holy Spirit, or the atone-

ment. Thus doctrinal preaching is primarily didactic

and Scriptural. This does not, however, ignore the

inculcation of morality.

A very fine tribute has been given to Dr. Dale

as a dectrinel preacher by H, ¢. Howard:

"He was preeminently a preacherof doctrine.
But it was the way he did it that counted.
Christian doctrine was not t0 him merely an
intellectual system. If Christianity con-
gistes in part of a substantial body of truth,
then, of course, the truth can be systema-
tized. But to Dale the system was a means
and not an end. He preached doctrine, not
as an intellectual system, but as a means of
conveying God's saving truth and grace to
man through Christ. Doctrine in this sense
was inseparable from man's salvation; not
that he was saved by the doctrine, but that
he was saved by truth as well as by grace,
God's grace itself is a truth, one of the
greatest of all truths.®3

And in another place Howard continues:

"Doctrinal preaching, then, in his hands was
not remote or abstract but personal and ex-
perimental. What he preached he found veri-
fied in the experience of those to whom he
preached. "3

1. A Typical Doctrinal Sermon

The Theme: "The Trinity"

Cf. Pattison, H. T.: The Making of a Sermon, p. 137
Howard, H. C.: Princes of the Christian Pulpit
and Pastorate, p. 298

Ibid., p. 399
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The Text: "Through Him (the Lord Jesus Christ)
we both have our acocess in one Spirit unto

- the Father." Ephesians 3:8

Proposition: 1In the incarnation of our Lord,
and in the coming of the Spirit and His
permanent activity in the church and in the
world, there is a revelation of the inner
and eternal life of God.

Introduction:

In the introduction Dale constantly alludes to
the unfathomable mystery of the Trinity in expressions
guch @@s "The mystery of that life remains imprenetrable"
and "infinitely mysterious.®™ His sermon is developed
in five divisions, which divisions may be Dale's own or

may have been put there by the publisher.

Working Out of Théme:

First: The doctrine of the Trinity affirms
that Father, Son and Spirit are one God.

Second: Dale clarifies the statement and
answers the question, "Does the revelation of God really
reveal Godtr"

Third: He shows why he 4oes not readily accept
the philosophical attempts to demonstrate the necessity
of the Trinity nor the attempts t0 alleviate the dif-
ficulties surrounding the doctrine by a familiar analogy
t0 the mystery. He says of this:

"It is not by any process of philosophical
speculation on the nature of God that the



church finally reached the docirine of the

Trinity, but by the path of faith and

Christian experience.®l

Fourth:

"The revelation of the one God as Father,

Son, and Holy Spirit fulfills - and it

alone fulfills - the profoundest, the

richest, the noblest conception of the

divine life."2 :
This step is developed as'he answers the guestion "For
whom doss the word 'God! stand?®; which 1s another way
of bringing out the truth of this point. Dale showg
that God is not only a 'far off! God but also One Wﬂo:is‘
nigh'at hand., For Christ not only reveals the Infinite,
but he also aocepts human limitations and reveals divine
perfection. It is with the aid of the Holy Spirit that
we are enabled t¢o see God in Christ. He refers to this

aid as follows:

"The grace which draws men to Christ may

be resistsd and defsated; but apart from

it no man believes in Him, follows Him,

and receives eternal salvation."3

Five: Dalew concluding point deals with the
practical side of the sermon, for he shows the relation
of these mysteries of life (trinity) to the true and
original genius of the Christian Gospel.

"The sermon on the mount derives its unique

power from the profoundest faith of Chris-
tian men in all ages that it comes from the
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1, Dale, R. W,: OChristian Doctrine, p. 156
3. Ibid., p. 154
3. Ivid., ». 163

23024



- 30 =

lips of One who is infinitely greater than
man, "1

Thus we can conclude that the inner and eternal
life of God is manifest in Jesus Christ, and through the
enablement of the Holy Spirit man is able ﬁo gsee God in
Christ. This truly answers the proposition that Dale
set out to make clesar: that in the incarnation of our
bord and in the coming of the Spirit and His permanent
activity in the church and in the world there is.a
revelatli on of the inner and eternal life of God the

Father.

2. Elements of Power

From this sermon as well as from the other
doctrinal sermong preached by Robert William Dale and
printed in his volumeé "Christian Doctrine," it is
possible to bring to light many powerful elsments in his

doctrinal preaching.

a, Hig Use of Scripture

In the introduction to this chapter, a
doctrinal sermon was defined &s "a sermon which follows
a line of Biblical reasoning, gathering together many of
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1
or all the passages which bear upon a certain teaching."

Not only is the high quality of Biblical reasoning pre-
sent in Dale's doctrinal preaching, but also there is
present an exceptional use and mastery of scripture.
Dale used Biblical material in development of his themes
in various way. He has assimilated much of the content
and spirit of the Bible, or perhaps, even more strongly
stated, he has, in a unique way, mastered especially the
New Testament. Because of this there 1s a strong
Biblical cast to his opinions asg well ag in his figures
of speech and in his choice of words. Then, als0, there
is another way in which he uses Scripture in the develop-
ment of his sermons, which is more direct than the pre=-
vious one. It is his way of appropriating statements of
Scripture so that they become his medium of expression
without the formality of quotation. One example is
found in his sermon on "Man®™ where he 1s sgpeaking of
the Lord breathing into man's nostrils the breath of 1life
and man thus becomes a living soul. He says:
"In the second chapter he receives the same
title, 'a living soul,! or 'a living crea~
ture,! that is given to 'every beast of the
field and every fowl of the air'."2
And another illustration of this is found in
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his sermon on "The Atonemenf."
¥If you heartily recelve the great words of
Christ that his bYlood was 'shed unto the re-
mission of sins'!; if with the apostles you
believe that your sins were & burden which
He carried up to the cross; that He died for
you, died for your sins, suffered for your
ging; if you trust in Him as the Propitia~
tion for your sins; if you believe that
Ythrough His blood' you have forgiveness
of sins; that 'by His blood! you are released
from the divine condemnation for your sins
and are 'justified' then.......you receive
the great and awful and glorious Faoct..... "

And then the way in which Dale uses Scripture
in the development of his argument by direct quotation
cannot be overliooked. He quotes Scripture profusely 1o
prove his point but seldom refers to its position in
the context.

In his sermon "On the Trinity," Dale quotes
ten passages of Scripture. One guotation ig seven
verses long; that found in Matthew 5:231-28. In his
germon on "The Existence of God," he refers to twenty-
8ix pasgsages of Scripture. But in his discourse on
"The Humanity of Our Lord," Dale goes the limit in re-
fering to or directly quoting sixty passages of Scripture.

Dale frequently uses illustirations from the
Bibvle t0o enforce a point under consideration. But in

his doctrinal sermons these illustrations often are more
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1. Ibid., p. 230
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citations‘from Scripture than dramatic illustrative
material. For instance, in hils serwmon on "The Humanity
of our Lord," when speaking of the human affections and
emotions of Christ, Dals says:

"On the Sabbath day, after the Pharisess
and Scribes had begun to excite popular
hostility against Him by charging Him with
Sabbath-breaking He went into a synagogue
where he found & man who had atwithered!
hand; and they watched our Lord ‘'whether
He would heal the man on the Sabbath day,
that they might accuse him.! Our Lord
asked them whether it was lawful on the
Sabbath 'to do good, or to 40 harm, to save
1ife or to kill. '™ 1

Another splendid illustration of this if found
in Dale's sermon on "The Divinity of Our Lord" (II),
where he speaks of Christ's freedom from the consciousness
of sin.
"There is not the faintest trace in the four
Gospels of His ever having been troubled by
moral or spiritual failure.......He is always
equal to the duty of the hour; He does it
naturally, and, except in the supreme agony
of Gethsemane, with ease and spontaneity. He
says frankly - speaking of the Father - 'I do
always the things that are pleasing to Him,"3
That Dale had a grasp of the total scopeof
Scripture is evident from his wide use of Seripture in
his many sermons, and also from his choice of texts. His
texts are found in both the 0ld Testament and the New

Testament with slightly more emphasis upon the latter.

1. Ibid., p. 64
3. Ibid., p. 105
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It is evident from his great emphasis upon the whole
range of Christian truth, from the holiness of God to the
sinfulness of man and the atonement accomplished by Jesus
Christ that Dale had a wide understanding of Scripture.
This view of the whole of the Christian revelation comes
from a full acquaintance with the source-bcok of that
revelation., And yet, there is another important indica~
tion that Dale was stesped in the Word of God, and this
is found in his possession of the sgpirit of the Word as
well as the letter of it. In the close of his sermon on
"The Trinity", Dale illustrates his knowing the spirit
of the law as well as the letter.

"But a clear knowledge of eternal things -

gso far as they can bve clearly known - has

also its value in relation to life and prac-

tice. And will giving heed to the warning

of the saintly mystic we should also follow

the example of the great apostle, who said,

'I will pray with the Spirit, and I will

pray with the understanding also; I will

sing with the Spirit, and I will sing with

the understanding also,'%l

Dale was interested in the great doctrines

of the church but not apart from their working out in
the lives of the Christians. Often he would refer t0 the
fact that creeds were of no ude unless they helped one

llve better and meet the practical things of this life.

b. The Centrality of Christ
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It is difficult to say which of these two
glements stand first in one's preaching and consequently,
the order in considering the elements of power 4¢ not
neceggarily place one above the other but are arbitrary.
One professor well has said that Christ should have &
central place in every sermon that we preach., This
certainly is true of the doctrinal sermons of Dr., Dale,
for in each Christ is brought forward as the Son of God
and the son of man who ‘'gave his life a ransom for many.®
Of course, in those sermons dealing directly with God's
exigtence there is less reference to His son. But Dale
does not have to be preaching on the humanity or divinity
of Christ in order to present Him centrally; this is
illustrated in his sermon on "8in." He has given a splen-
did argument on sin, its nature, origin and result, and
then he forcefully brings in the redemption that is in
Christ for the sinful race by saying in hie conclusion:

"There is an evil power in the life of the
race - a great and awful power, which if
unresisted will destroy us; but the grace

of God in Christ is infinitely mightier %o
redeem and to save. We are born to that
redemption - to that salvation; it lies with
each one of us to determine whether we will
receive or reject it. 1If we are finally
lost it will not be because we belong to a
ginful race but because we have rejected the

infinite mercy of God which has achlieved the
redemption of the race in Christil

cC ¢ &e 8o e s

l’. Ibid. F ) e 217




- 38 -

In his sermons on "The Atonement® there is no
other center wut Christ, and from this hub there flows
out the full effect of the atonement. Three of these
sermons are printed in his "Christian Doctrine," and
then there is entirely another volume on "The Atonement"
which is written with its central emphasis that "Christ
died for our sins."

It was not the desire of Dr. Dale to coneider
subjects that were beyond the reach‘of the people. How-
ever, he wanted them firmly grounded in their Christian
faith. For this reason, it was his practice to desl
with those subjects that provoked thought and caused one
to 'sit up and take notice.'! His volume on "The Living
Christ and the Four Gospels™ has, as its core, "Why
those that believe in Him, continue to believe.“l It
is not the Bible he is 80 much defending as the Christ
of the Bible. A bpelief in Christ is fundamental, fore-
most and essential to & belief in the Bible. Stated
briefly, his contention in the "Living Christ and the
Four Gospels® is that,

"Feith in Christ is trust in a Person, not
belief in a Book; that we believe in Christ,
not because we believe the Blble to be
supernaturally inspired, but we believe in

the inspiration of Scripture because we be-
lieve in Him."3
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It is 'in Christ' that we see God and are made
conscious of God, and it is 'in Christ! we have the in-
heritance as children of God. But this Christ of Dale
1g not just a great teacher, nor the world's fine example,
nor the expounder of a philosophy of life and a program
for society. True, He is all this, but He is more.
Dale's Christ is the Eternal Son of God who became truly
man that He might take man's sin upon Him and give 'His
life a ransom for many', Christ, to Dale, is what Christ
was to Paul, and Dale's teaching concerning Him ié com-
prehended by Paul when he said,

"For I delivered unto you first of all that
which also I received, how that Christ died
for our sins according tc the scriptures;
and that he was buried, and that he rose

again, the third day according to the scrip-
tUTe8.savesas 1

In his volume on "The Jewlish Temple and the
Christian Church" in which Dale gives an excellent ex-
position on the Epistle to the Hebrews, Christ is pie-
tured as better, satisfying, and complete, giving himself
‘onee for all.! If there Was one element that was upper-
wmost in Dr. Dale's mind it was truly the centrality of
Christ in the Christian life as well as in the Scriptures

themselves.
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C. Emphasig Upon Christian Experience

It is not the contention of Dale that his
sermons should be based upon great philosophical reasoning
but upon the teachings of ﬁhe Seripture. Consequently,
he does not resort to any process of philosophical specu-
lation in proving any of the great doctrines of Scripture
but resorts to the path of faith and Christian experience.
In his sermon on "The Existence of God," Dale is aware
of the many scientific and philosophical proofs that have
been: advanced. But these are hurriedly expressed, and
then the full weight of his argument is given to the
evidence from experience. In speaking of & man who, one
day, suddenly realized there was a God, after more fully
discovering nature around him, Dale says: ”

"This experience has heen the experience of
multitudes of men. Within and behind all
visible and transitory things they have dis-
covered - they have felt - the power of an
unseen and eternal presence. They can give
ne account of how they became conscious that
the“august Presence was there; but they knew
it. "1

He makes his point clear in the conclusion of
his germon on "The Existence of God" that we know God
exists not be reasoning, but by experience.

"The main point on which I have insisted this
this morning is that God's existence is made

certain to us - not be reasoning, but by ex-
perience. ™2

40 e 8 et o0 Y

1. Dsle: Christian Doctrine, p. 13
2. Ibid, p. 23
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It is remarkable, as the various doctrinal
sermons are considered, 1t0 note the great emphasis Dale
places upon Christian experience and the testimony of
thoge who have had an experience. Our belief of the hu-
- manity of our Lord rests more upon the experience of the
early Christians and the experience of Christ himself than
upon anything else,

"The faith of the Church in our Lord's humanity

rests primarily on experience - the experisnce

of those who knew Him during His earthly life,"l
And it is upon our own experience of the power of the Son
of God and Saviour of men that our faith in Christ rests.
These words taken from Dale's sermon on the "Divinity of
OQur Lord" are typical of his constant emphaslis upon
Christian experience.

YExperience, not mere authority -~ experience,

not mere theological demonstration - is the

surest ground of ocur belief that He is the

Son of the Eternal.®3

At the close of his first discourse on %"The
Living Chriet and the Four Gospels," Dale very vividly
1llustrates for us his true emphasis upon Christian ex-
perience to help prove many a difficult critical problem.
He says:

"As for those of us who know the Lord Jesus
Christ for ourselves, and who know that Hé
is the living Lord and Saviour of men, the
Way to the Father, the Giver of sternal life,

our own experience - confirmed by the ex-
perience of Christian men of all Churches
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and all ages - prevents us from finding any-
thing incredible in the miracles which He is
alleged to have wrought during His sarthly
ministry."l

When answering the question why it is that those
who belisve in Christ continue to believe after so many
critical approaches had been made to show the accounts of
the Four Gospels incredible, Dale says:

"Whatever may have been the original grounds

of their faith, their faith has been verified

in their own personal experience."d ‘
And so it was, according to Dale, that his belief as well
as the belief of the many other Christians rested not upon
gscientific or philosophical arguments, but upon faith and
their own experience. The words of Chri st had become a
reality in their lives, This is summed up well in the
following:

"Their (the Christians) faith in Him rests on

foundations which lie far beyond the reach of

scientific and historical criticism. They

know for themselves that Christ is the Saviour

of men; for they have received through Him the

remisaslon of their own sins, He has trans-

lated them into the Divine kingdom; He has

given them strength for righteocusness and

through Him they have found God."3

In seeking to give an account of Dale's preach-
ing, one constantly comes back to the thought that can-
not be forgotten, that is; that Dale preached as he did

l. Dale, Living Christ and the Four Gospels, p. 103
2. Ivid., p. 10
3. Ivid., p. 234
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because he was what he was. He appealed to the experience
of his hearers, or to the experience of Christians for
centuries before because he himself knew that experience
together with the Scriptures, which tell of the experlences
of Christians, was the greatest proof for Christian doctrine.
Dale preached from his hearta message whichhe felt the

paople needed .

d. The Range of His Preaching

Dr. Dale was ever on guard t0 preach the whole

counsel of God. He warned others against harping on a
single note constantly, and planned his own preaching so
that he covered the full teaching of Scripture. It was his
custom to touch on all of the great doctrines of Scripture;
gsometimes withing the course of a year's preaching., Per-
habs two doctrines would be considered in the same sermon,
but as far as possible none would e neglected. The more
important truths would receive greater emphasis. Con-
cerning this very subject, Dale writes:

"To avoid the danger of failing to give to any

of the great doctrines of the Christian Faith

an adequate place in my preaching, I have gome-

times drawn up, in December or January a list

of gome of the subjects on which I resolved to
preach during the following twelve months."1

From this, it is evident that Dale was concerned
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deeply with the scope or range of his preaching. That
hisg doctrinal range was eXpansive is evidenced from his
list of topics for one year: The Incarnation, the Di-
vinity of Christ, the Personality of the Spirit, the
Trinity, Sin, the Atonement, Faith, Justification, Life
in Christ, Regeneration, Sanctification, Judgement t0
Gome.l
Together with these subjects, Dale enjoyed

dealing with whole passages of Scripture and expounding
books systematically. He gave a series of sermons on
Romans, on Hebrews, and on Ephesians., Although this phase
of his preaching is not being considered in this thesis,
it is proper to mention it in considering the range of
his doctrinal sermons. .Dale‘s genius in Blblical expo-
sition is expresgsed in the following descriptive comment:

"Dr. Dale dealt with its books in a large way,

not in their minutiae. His purpose was to

trace the wide outflow of thought and feeling

in the writér's mind; to fix the lsading land-

marks by salling from point to poini across

the intervening deeps.and not to work around

the coast exploring every inlet and river."3

Another point in regard to his range is his use

of the early apostolic writings in defense of the teach-
ings of Scripture, especially as found in his book, "The
Living Chrisi and the Four Gospels."
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e. Evangelistic Emphasis

Although not as prominent as the other charac-
teristics which have been brought especially to the at-
tentioen in this chapter, yet Dr. Dale's evangelistic em-
phasis cannot be overlooked. As is evident, Dr. Dale was
not an evangelist; he dld not have the characteristics
which accompany an evangelist; for instance, the lack of
persuasive power, Nevertheless, it was his custom early
in his ministry to preach evangelistic sermons on Sunday
evenings. And says Brastow,

"Nor could Dr. Dale with his Puritan ante-

cedents and culture, and his gympathetic asgso-
clation in the pastorate with me like John

Angell James fall to be an evangelistic preacher. %l

When Mr. Moody came t¢ Birmingham in 1870, Dale
cooperated enthusiastically with him and even "defended
him against the detractions of the Anglican Clergy."2
And although his zeal for this type of work was strong,
his own limitations were evident. But this note of evange-

lism can be seen pervading all his doctrinal sermons and

especially those dealing with the Atonsment.

B, A Study of Dale's Ethical Sermons

To say that Dr. Dale was only a doctrinal

1., Brastow, Louis, The Modern Pulplt, p. 269
2., Ibid.
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preacher is to leave much unsaid. "Dr, Dale was also

an ethical preacher of the highest order," says Brastow.l
It was not enough for Dale to lead his congregation to
think with him concerning the great doctrines of Scripture;
he also desired to bring to them truths from the teachings
of Christ that could be lived out in their daily lives.

In his volume, "Lawg of Christ for Common Life, ™ there

ig presented the finest cross section of his ethical ser-
mons, Ethical sermons are those sermons which enforce

personal and relative duties by claims of religion and
2

morality.

1. A Typical Ethical Sermon

Theme: dJudging Others
Text: "Why beholdest thou the mote that is
in thy brother!s eye hut oonsiderest not
the bean that is in thine own eye."
Matthew 7:3
Working Out of Theme:
la. Man's complaints reveal his true character.
aa, It is the man who never speaks %o
anyone who contends that no one ever speaks to him.
bb. It is the vain man who is quickest
t6 discern vainity in others.
ce, It 1s the man absorbed in his own

pursuits who thinks others are selfish and unsympathetic.
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2a. The apparent pleasant actions of others towards

an ill-tempered individual may be inspired by their de-
sire not to antagonize that person.

aa. An ill-tempered man may cause those who
come into contact with him to huard against provoking
his tewmper.

bﬁ. One who constantly condemns another for
his coldness may himself be overly forward causing this
reaction.

cec. Young people's quick impressiong eoncern-

ing individuals are usually based on small premises.

3a. Correcting other men's faults,

"How wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me

cast out the mote of thine eye, and lo!

the beam is in thine own eye.? - Text

ag. While trying to help correct anotherfs
fault, one is almost certain to inflict irritation and
harm.

bb, It is easier to tell a non-Christian than
a Christian that he has done wrong.

cc. The gift of removing 'motes from other
men's eyes' is as rare as the qualities of the most
skilled surgeon.

dd. Anonymous letters always do more harm

than good.
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Conclusion:

All Christian are members one of another,

They should be careful in their endeavor to remove the
mote from a brother's eye not to do anything to irritate
it or force it in.

From this, as well as other ethical sermons
preached by Robert William Dale, and printed in his
volume, "Laws of Christ for Common Life," it is possible
t0 listand enlarge upon a number of elements of power

in his ethical preaching.

2. Elements of Power

It is not the habit of Dr. Dale to preface his
ethical sermons with a text, but he does make an exception
in two of his sermons, However, one does not have to |
go far into his ethical sermons before the Scripture
upon which they are based in plainly indicated.

In his sermon on "The Sacredness of Property,"”
hardly two pages are covered before the reader comes to
the Scripturél basis for this sermon whioh is the
parable of the Unjust Steward and the parable of the

Rich Man and Lazarus contained in the sixteenth chapter
of the Gospel of Luke.l
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1. Cf. Dale, Lawa of Christ for Common Life, p.18



Yet these are not the only scriptural passages in this
one sermon; he also refers to the parahle of the lost
sheep, the lost piece of silver and the prodigal son,
to Zaccheus, and the Lord's prayer. '
Perhaps, one would think that, since the ser-
mons were on éthical subjects, there would be an omis-

sion of scriptural content, but such is not the case.

Dale's sermons are literally saturated with scripture
especially from the Sermon on the Mount. He speaks on
the authority of the Scriptures and not on human
authority.

From his cholce of texts, Dale's use of
écripture is quite evident. In his ssrmon on "Judging
Others" he uses two texts:

"Why beholdest thou the mote that is in

thy brother's eye, tut considerest not

the beam that is in thine own eye?®l
And also:

"How wilt thou say to thy brother,!Let

me cast out the mote out of thine eye,!

and 10! the beam is in thine own eye?"2
Oﬁe of his well chosen texts for his sermon, "Courtesy
and the Spirit of Service," 1is,

"Everyone that exaltest himself shall be

husnbled, and he that humbleth himself
shall be exalted., "3
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1. Ibid., p. 73
3. Ibid.,
3. Tobid., p. 113
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In his discourse on #Sympathy" his text is,

- "Rejoice with them that rejoice and weep
with them that weep.'l

"Be not anxious for the morrow; for the
morrow shall be anxious for itself."3

brings out his text in "Anxiety about the Future." And
for "Political and Hunicipal Duty," Dale takes the Wofds
of Paul in Romans, "the powers which be arcordained of
God.® |

To continue to present illustraticns of Dale's
use of sgeripture would make a rather lengthy discourse;
however, one can be correct in saying that Dale for-
tified all his ethical teachirzs with numerous Biblical

references, quotations, examples of Christian lives,

and other Biblical illustrative materisal.

b. Emphasis on Practicai Application

To preach an ethical sermon and to leave out
the practical application is to eat a meal and not have
eny desert. It was Dale's contention that if the
Gosgpel was not practical it was not for man. That he

believed in its practicability is seen from his great

ethical sermons., However, it was not his custom %0
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1. 1Ibid., p. 158
3. Ibid., p. 123
3. Ibid., p. 188
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wait until the conclusion of the sermon to bring out
the application to common life, but his whole semmon
would be seasoned with practical applications. He
said: |

“Far wiser is the preacher who learns how

t0 carry a thread of application through

the entire sermon. "l

It ig Dr. Dale's telief that there are too

many preachers

who take s0 much time in getting our

guns into position, that we have to finish

whithout firing a shot."2
By this, he meant that so much time is used in getting
the essenee of the sermon acrosgs 10 the hearers, that
when the application is to be made it is time to cease.

Dale's means of applying his truths were

many. Sometimes the application was distributed fthrodgh-
cut the sermon; sometimes he would suddenly contrast
the living authority of the truth with the antagonistic
error., When is was his

"object to strengthen the religious affec-

tions, the gratitude, the love, the trust, 5

the hope, the joy which the truth inspires,®
he would often succeed by giving expression to the

feeling that was enkindled in his own heart.
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l., Dale, Lectures on Preaching, p. 146
3. Ibid.
3. Ibid., p. 147
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At times, when it was necessary to enforce

a duty, he would bring out some vivid historical
illustration showing the heauty and nobleness of that
partioular task. Occasionally, he would appeal to
feaf or hope which no Christian heart can resist.
But, as Brastow says:

"He turned all his teaching toward practi-

cal issues, and he is a notable exemplifi-

cation of the fact that a fundamental

theological thinker, who is profoundly

interested and thoroughly versed in his science

may be, in his handling of theclogical ques-
tions, one of the most practical of men."l

¢. The Range of His Ethical Preaching

Something must be said briefly of the range
of Dr. Dale's ethical sermons. It is apparent that
he touched every corner of life in his preaching. The
following are some of the subjects considered in his
many sermons: everyday business, property, justice,
forgiveness, temperance, judging, courtesy, sympathy,
anxiety, family life and political life.g

"He was anxious to aveid the danger of

omitting to preach with definiteness 3
and emphasis on great Christian duties."

4 & 409 8 88 0

1. Brastow, op. cit., p. 267
8, Cf, Dale, Christian Doctrine
3. Ibid., p. vi of preface.
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Therefore, he would make a list at the beginning of
the year of the moral subjects he desired to speak on
for the coming year. One particular list included
such subjects as:

"Truth; Justice; Magnamimity; Industry;

Temperance, Endurance; Public Spirit;
Courage; Contentment."l

d. His Insight Into Man

The work of the ministry is described by St.

Paul as that of an embassy from God to man.z It is
very evident, then, that the minister, in order to be
effective, must be well acquainted with both God and
man. He must be able to understand the will and work-
ing of God and the characters and havior of men.
This understanding must be so keen that the minister
can reach every rocm in men's hearts, hurdle every
barrier and open every barred door. This preparation
is referred to by William Taylor, in his Beecher
lectures on preaching, in these words:

"Get such a knowledge, my young brethren,

on the one hand, of the book of God, and

on the other of the characters and sur-

roundings of men, as will enable you thus

t0 be of service to them, just where they
BT6....+"3
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1., Ibid.
3, Cf, II Cor. 5
3. Taylor, William: The Ministry of the Word, p. 50
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The congregations to which Dr. Dale ministered
were made up mostly of the average class of'working
pecplie in Birmingham. One of his great powers was o
serve them just where they were, for it ig evident in
his ethical germons that he met a very real need in
their lives, and thadhis sermong were s0 delivered that
all who heard were affected positively. This ability
to look into the heart of man, to analyze all the weak-
nesses with a view to meeting them through the power
of Christ, and to interpret them to the man himself
80 that he is able t0 see his need and the remedy, is
undoubtedly one of the greatest assests a minister
can have., The truths must be presented in terms that
the hearer can understand them, and then they can be
properly and effectively applied. A, 8. Hoyt saysg con=-
cerning this:

"We must get beneath the surface of 1life,
behind the conventions of scciety, back
of the maxims and standards of popular
thought., We must understand and reveal man,
the individual, and man as a part of humani-
ty. "1

Dale knew himself and krew his faults, and

therefore, he was better able to know other men, He

recognized his failures and shortcomings and in re-
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1. Hoyt, A. S.: Vital Elements of Preaching, p. 74-5



cognizing them, he was the better able to understand
others. In his sermon on "The Forgiveness of Injuries,”
he demonstrates this in speaking of one's attitude
to another who has wronged him.

"It is not a pleasant thing to be told that

we have committed an act of injustice; but

when we have committed it, and the man we:

have wronged comes to remonstrate with us,

we ought tc receive him courteously., To

treat him roughly is to add to the original

offence. We ought to have saved him the

pain of coming at all; we ought to have

made voluntarily all the reparation in our

power, "1

Dr., Dale had a keen interest in people, and
he delighted in observing them act and react. Although
net active when young, he had come to see the need of
soclal intercourse, and this became a delightful custonm
of his. His ethical sermons are full of evidences
that he was not radical on any social question, and that
he locked at all the moral problems squarely. This
splendid ability to understand the hearts of men, as
well as to understend their environment, was one of
hig great achievements.
Like many other outstanding preachers of the

nineteenth century, Dale's powers which are evidenced

in one type of sermon are evidenced in his others 3330,
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Especially is this true of Dale's abundant use and
exhaustive grasp of the whole scope of Scripture, as
well as his central emphasis upon Christ's teachings
and His person. In his doctrinal sermons, it ig Christ's
person that is central, whereas, in the ethical moral
sermons, it is the teachings of Christ that receive the
greatest emphasis. To further enumerate and expound
6n the special elements that appear in Dale's ethical
preaching would be to repeat much that has been said
in +the previous portion of this chapter.

However, perhaps the three most noticeable
elements of power that appear in his ethical sermons
arey his wide range of topics, his emphasis upon the
practical application, and lastly, his unusual insight
into man. These have been considered and should be
noted as the more prominent elements of power in Dale's

ethical preaching.

3. Summary

The elements of power that are especially
manifested in Dalels doctrinal and ethical sermons have

been considered in this chapter. It was shown that
Dale is foremost and preeminently a doctrinal preacher,

and undoubtedly the outstanding doctrinal preacher

of England in the mineteenth century. Aside from the
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other elements of power considered in this thesis, this
chapter has considered those that especially should be
emphasized.

In the beginning a typical doctrinal sermon
was outlined giving, to some degree, Dale's method in
handling and dealing with the great doctrines of Scrip-
ture. Then, his use of Scripture was considered, and
it was shown with what skill Dale uses the Bible, not
only quoting from it profusely but also bringing in the
Spirit of the Word as well as its letter. Many cf
his illustrations are entirely Biblical taken from both
the 81d and the Hew Testament. That Dale had an excep-
tional grasp of the total scope of Scripture was shown
from his wide use of the Word, and also from his unique
choice of texts. Next, it was discovered that the
person of Christ holds a central place in the doctrinal
preaching of Dale. His sermons are saturated With the
Living Christ, and He is ever presented as the only
true answer for the sins of the world. Dale is strong
in his emphasis upon faith in a person, not in a book,
and it was brought out that it is by faith in Christ
that one can have faith in an infallible book, In the
third place, it was brought out that Dale does not use
lofty philosophical arguments to prove the humanity or
deity of our Lord, but he went directly to the experi-

ences of those who haéd assoclated with, or in some way
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had known our Lord, and listened to their testimony

as i1t is recorded in Scoripture. It was brought out
that Dale preached as he did because he was what he
was. He appealed to the experisnce of his hearers,

to the experience of the Christians for cénturies be-
fore because he knew that experience was the greatest
proof of Christian doctrine. It was seen that Dale's
range touched every phase of doctrine in Seripture. He
desired to preach the whole cousel of God, and centered
all of his teaohing'around the great fact of the Atone-
ment for man by Jesﬁs Christ, In the closing part of
the discussion on the elements of power in his doctri-

- nal sermons, it was noticed that even though he was not
typically an evangelistic preacher, yet his emphasis
upon evangelism and upon Christian experisnce cannot be
slighted.,

" In the second part of the chapter, the ele-
ments of power evident in his ethical sermons were
congidered, and it was found that there was a unique
similarity in both his doctrinal and ethical preaching.
But, instsad of the person of Christ being the dominant
chord, the teachings of Christ were stressed in his
ethical-moral sermons, and this naturally caused him to
refer to and quote passages at length. As in his

doctrinal sermons, s0 also in these ethical sermons
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Was his range wide, touching nearly every phase and

duty of man's life. But akove these two aspecis, his

use of scripture and his range, stand two others that

are found especially in Dr. Dale's ethical preaching.

They are his emphasis upon the practical application

and his unusual insight ihto man. Throughout his ser-
mons the practical aspect appears. As he considered the
various duties of man he was aware of hig own lack of
obedience and his many failures. Being thus aware of

his own shortcomings, he was able to speak understandingiy
to his congregation, and consequently, he touched them

at the very center of their lives. Thus, it has been seen
that aside from the many other elements of power that are
present in Dr. Dale's preaching, there are some that en-
force themselves upon the hearer more than others and

are therefore worthy of special consideration,
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CHAPTER IV

THE FORM OF DALE!'S PREACHING

A, Literary Character of Dale's Preaching
1. Types of Sermons

First and foremost, Robert William Dale is
known as & doctrinal preacher, but almost equally as
representative of his preaching is his ethical sermons.
However, to limit his field to these two types of
gsermons would be untrue and unfair, fér he is & recog-
nized expositor as well as a splendid deliverer of
evengelistic sermons. But, in the present thesis, the
Writer has limited the scope of Dale's preaching to
concentrate on a few of the important elements of power.

To be gure he starred as a doctrinal preacher,
and this dpproach did not wain with his advance in
years. Dale said himself concerning doctrinal preaching:

"Doctrinal preaching ig the kind of preach-
ing which I must approve, which is most

natural to me, for which I am conscious I
have the greatest adaptation.®l

And Brastow has s8id of Dale that "he became the most
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accomplighed doctrinal andlapologetic preacher of his
day in the free churches." But, as Brastow further
says of Dale:

"Dr, Dale was also an ethical preacher of
the highest order."3

Ind it ig with these two main types of sermons Dale's

preaching can best be characterized.

3. Length of Sermons

In examining some of Dale's sermons, it has
been noticed that the average length of his doctrinal
sermons 1s twenty-five pages consisting of approximately
two hundred and seventy words per page, making a total
of some six thousand seven hundred and fifty words.

In contrast with this, the average sermon by a modsrn
preacher very rarely goes beyond half of the average
length of Dale's sermons Whgoh would be about three
thousand six hundred Worés.u

Longer sermons were more the order of the day
in Dale's time for, in England and Scotland, when the

people came to church they expected to hear a sermon and
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1. Brastow, The Modern Pulpit, p. 366

2, 1Ibid., p. R67

3., Cf. Mather, T. B.: Voices of Living Prophets;
Based on estimates made of sermons by representa-
tive modern preachers as complled by Mather.
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not a short talk. Dale made a great impression in
speaking before the Directors of the London Missionary
Scciety when he preached on the theme "The Living God
and the Saviour of All Men."™ Dean Alford in the

Contemporary Review pronounced it to be one of the

noblest sermons he had ever heard. For two hours

Dale "swept alceng with unflagging energy," so states
Dean Alford.? But this was the exceptional length
rather than the typical length sermon, for the usual
time was perhaps one full hour. That Dale could preach
in such a manner was due not only t¢ his own energy,
but also t0 his preparation and skilful cholice of
words which kept the sermomns full of rich meat for

his sudiences.
3, Dale's Style

a., Treatment of Themes

Perhaps the most obvious chaxacﬁeristic of
Dalel's style 1s his treatment of great themes. It was

his constant desire to make his audience ‘work! - and

work they did. His themes often would have perplexed

a theological student, and yet he preache& them to

1. Howard, H. C.: Princes of the Christian Pulpit and
Pastorate, p. 284
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his own congregation. He was woni to bring before his
people such great themes as the doctrine of the
Trinity and the Atonement for he believed that an active
mind never would grow lazy. Pattison says concerning
this:

"He was wont to warn preachers that the

flowering shrubs of Mount Carmel would

not keep their churches full. The myste-

ries of sin and love, of death and judg~

ment were never long absent from his

thoughts, and therefore they were con-

stantly brought under the conslderation

of his hearers.®l

That he was successful in dealing with these

great themes is evident from his life~time stay at
Carr's Lane Pulpit, and his ministry to the very end
wag full of messages on these great themes. Pattison
further says concerning such preaching:

"We may grant that to preach doctrine well
18 not easy, but the pulpit has always
declined under easy preaching as it has
always risen in power and importance when
it has braced itself to grapple with great
subject."3

At one time it was necessary for him to preach
in the Town Hall of Birmingham while his church was
undergoing repairs. He did not preach on trivial

themes but rather on such great subjects as the
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1. Pattison, op. cit., p. 108
2, Ibid., p. 1238
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Incarnation, Christ's Death, the Atonement, Justifica-
tion by Faith, the Loneliness of the Soul, Individual
Responsibility and the Judgment to Come.
"There is no mean measure of the man dig-
coverable in the fact that'he handled themes
such as these.™l
He believed that preaching great ftruths were good for
the congregation as well as for the preacher. Truly,

one of the most distinctive characiteristics of Dalels

style was his ability to preach great themes successfully.

b. Length of Sentences

Another obvious characteristic of Dale's
style is the length of his sentences. One sentence,
picked at random from his sermon on "Temperance," has
eighty-seven words in it.z Another on "The Existence
of God" has one hundred and twenty-four words in it.3
There is no doubt that his ability to make clear such
complex sentences was the result of his practice of
writing out his entire sermon, often taking the com—
rleted manuscript into the pulpit, and also, the

resultant influence which Edmund Burke had upon Dale.

1. Howard, op. cit., p. 386
2. Dale, Laws of Christ., p. 80
3. Dale, Christian Doctrine



c. Dale's Singlenessg of Emphasis

It has been said that Dale's style, perhaps,
was influenced more by Edmund Burke than any other
writer. Robert Hall recognizes this great characiteris-
tic of Burke - that of singleness of emphasis. That
Dale's style also had this singleness of emphasis is
brought out by his own words in his "Nine Lectures on
Breaching" where he says:

"%¥e should all preach more effectively
if, instead of tasking our intellectual.
resources 0 say a great many things in
the same sermon, we tried to say a very
‘few things in a great many ways."l

This facuity for presenting the one truth
or idea, yeuhaving the same dominant recurring
theme, is made evident in both his doctrinal and

ethical sermons.

d. Repetition

Another tschnique in Dale's preaching is
his use of the law of repetition. By repetition one
does not mean singleness of emphasis which was formerly
mentioned, but rather the repeating of phrases
or similar thoughts in the various sermons. By this,

L RN I RAR]
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one is aware thatDale truly believe certain great

truths would never grow old. In the introduction of

his sermon on the "Divinity of Our Lord," he repsats

the great trﬁth that he had spoken of in his sermon

on the "Humanity of Our Lord" as he brings out the

place personal experience plays in learning of the great
facts in the 1life of Christ. Notice how he does this:

"In the discourse on the 'Humanity of Our
pord!'! I reminded you that our belief in
our Lord's Humanity rests on experience -
chiefly on the experience of His earthly
relatives, and of His apostles and friends:
the experience of Mary His mother, and of
His brothers, James and Jude; the exper-
ience of Salome, who, I suppose, was the
gister of Mary and our Lord's aunt, and of
her sons James and John, who were His
cousins; the experience of Peter and Andrew
and Thomas; of Mary and Martha and Lazarus
of Bethany, and of othermen and women who
were the disciples of our Lord when He was
on earth, the names of some of whom have
been preserved, while the names of others
have been lost. All these were among the
original members of the Christian Church,
and the Christian Church, from the very

irsg, believed that our Lord was resally
man. "1

In regards to his repetition of Scripture,
one only need 1look at the three sermons on "The
Atonement" in his volume on "Doctrinal Discourses" to

find the same scripture passages referred to time and
time again, Such passages that are used 10 prove
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his points in his sermons are: "Christ died for our
sing;" "we have our redemption through His blood;®

" the forgiveness of our tresspasses;" "according to
the riches of His grace;" "God commendeth His own love
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us;" "Christ also suffered.......the Righteous
for the unrighteous."

Thus, Dr. Dale, aware as he was of some
striking passages in Scripture that were found in the
life of our Lord, was wont to repeat them rather often
because they were rich and illustrious in great eternal

truths.

e. Language

That Dale's style is strongly characterized
by his language is evident from his ease and facility
in stating clearly his thoughts in his sermons. Brag-
tow describesg Dale, saying:

"The elements of his success as a preacher
are not far to seek. The strong quality

of the truth presented, its fitness to the
religious needs of men, the clear and
masterful unfolding of his subject, his
grasp of its moral bearings, hig intel-
lectual, ethical, and emotional earnesitness,
his strength of will and sincereity of pur-
pose, his sagacity in applying the truth,
his courage tempered by deliberateness,
cauvtion, considerateness, and & congervatism
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that 'dislikes new ventures,' his robust
physical personality........these are
some of the qualities that reveal them-
selves in this most manly of modern
English non~conformist preachers.”l

Some have &ccussd Dale of using theological
language t00 much, and, no doubt, rightly so, but
yet there are many of his sermons that are filled
with simple language understandable by all. However,
Dale, at times, rises to all heights of eloguence and
grandeur so as to make Dr. Fairbairn say of his

words:

"Though written to be spoken, are even more
fitted to be read than to be heard; for his
books are as firm in texture, as weighty-in
metter, as vigorous in expression as the
concentrated thought of a strong man could
make. "3

That Dr. Dale's language was vivid and
accurate as well as "more fitted t¢ be read than to
be heard" was uﬁdoubtedly because he larored long over
his manuscripts and relied closely to them in the
pulpit. He himsslf says:

"Language is a difficult instrument to
master, and even the ablest speakers and
those who have had the longest practice
cannot always command &t the moment the
gimplest and most transparent exXpression
of their thought.®3
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1. Brastow, The Modern Pulpit, pp. 868-70

2. Garvie, The Christian Preacher, p. <66
3,. Dale, Nine Lectures On Preaching, p. 157
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4, Repetition of Sermons

As one goes from Dale's style to other characteri-
stics of his preaching, it must not he overlooked that it
was his practice o0 repeat his sermons time and tinme
again. 1t was his conviction that the whole counsel of
God must be proclaimed and that, over and over &again.

One of his reasons for writing his sermons out was that
on occasion he would have them to use again; sometimes
using only the idea or thoughts, other times using the
exact same sermon., He says:

"I can see no sufficient reason for not

preaching sermons a second or g third time

to the same congregation. Indeed, after

an interval of seven or eight years though

we may be preaching in the same pulpit we

are not preaching to the same congregation. "l

And yet that the congregation would change was
not his only reason for repeating his sermons. There
were times in his life When_he was more aware ¢f the
work of Christ on the Cross than at any other time,
and many”ideas and thoughts might have been Jlost had

he not had them in written form.

And ?et there were some sermons, that when

preached once, he would never use again, but if that
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particular subject were treated again, he would make
an altogether new sermon. This was esgpecially true of
sermong dealing with the future judgment. "Sermons on
Future Judguent cost him severe effort," so says his
son later in life.l He seemed-to havé felt about the
sermons on the Future Judgment that,

"utterance upon a theme g0 terrible must

come fregh from the preacher's heart,

forced out of it by an overpowering sense
of duty."3

5. Dalels Source Material

Undoubtedly, the greatest source book for Dr.

Dale,'as it should be for all preachers of the Word,
was the Bible; From his use of the Bible one ig aware
that he had come to a definite step in his mastery of
it. But Dale was not limited t¢ the Bible alone for
his source material. This is made evident from his
advice given in his "Kine Lectures on Pregching" to
the Yale students exhorting them to read other sermons.

"But let me advise you to study the sermons

of Bossuet, Bourdaloue, and Massilion, of

Lacordaire and Ravignan, of Monod and Ber-

sier; of Latimerand Jeremy Taylor, Barrow,
South and Tillotson; of Howe and Owen Watts;
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2. Ibid.
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of Chalmers, Edward Irving, and Guthrie;
of Robert Hall, and Dr. Maclaren of
Manchester, and Charles Spurgeon; of
Thomas Binney and James Parsons; of John
Henry Newman and Dr. Pusey..... of Frede-
rick Robertson and Canon Liddon."l

He goes on further to advise them as they

read these sermons.

"If you read sermons wisely, it will not

be with the hope of discovering 'sugges—
tive thoughts, as we are accustomed to

call them in England - thoughts which, with
a very little cultivation, you may grow

into sermons of your own; but you will read
with a keen eye for the dqusalities which

have given to the great preachers of our

own and of past times the power they exerted
over the men that listened to them."2

Dale no doubt received much help in his work
from the works of Lord Erskine, Charles James Fox,
Plunket, Grattan, Lord Brougham, and Hr. Bright.3 The
resources and methods of a preacher differ, but Dale
found the speeches of great lawyers, statesmen, and
agltators very helpful in preparation of his sermons.
He says:

"Reading of this kind will also do some-
thing to prevent that want of completeness
and symmetry in your intellectual develop-

ment which is likely to be the result of
exclusive devotion to theological studies."4

® 8 & 5 5 0 39 840

1. Dale, Nine Lectures on Preaching, p. 95
8. Ibid., p. 95-86

3., #«Cf, Ibid., p. 97

4, 1Ibid., p. 99
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With these he would add the use of history
books; the history of other countries ag well as the
history of one's own country. Other background materials
were bivliographies of the lives of men who have exerted
a great and critical influence on the fortunes of
great nations; books which illustrate the laws of
gocial and national life; Pooks which present the as-
certained results of the investigations of modern science,
and the like.

Dr., Dale never sat down to use his materisl
without a pencil in hand and paper on his desk. He
says:

"Read the Bible, as well as other books,
with your notesheet at hand., Whenever

you meet with any historical illustration
of a vice or a folly to which men are

still tempted in our own days, or any

noble and pathetic example of virtue,
devotion, and zeal; whenever you come
across the statement of any truth concern-
ing God, and His ways towards mankind,
about which you hve omitted to preach, or
any moral precept on which you have omit-
ted to insist, or any bright and pleasant
region of spiritual thought which is likely
to give animation and Vvigour to a weary and
sorrowful heart, make a note of it."1

6. Dale's Choice of Topics

It can be seen from the sermons studied that

€t o6 e 088

1. Ibid., p. 119
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Dr. Dale preferred to choose those topics for sermons
which in themselves had a strong moral and religious
interest; subjects which touched the great duties, the
great hopes and fears and sorrows of human life., Con-
cerning this Dale says:

"For our own sakes, t00, we should choose

subjects of this kind. We are guilty of

the most irrational conceit if we imagine

that we shall be able, Sunday after Sun-

day, to invest with interest subjects

which in themselves are uninteresting.'l

As is seen from the many sermons that he

repreached, Dr., Dzle was never afraid to say the same
thing over and over for the simple reason that he felt
driven to it. His topics were part of him and grew out
of life's rich experiences,

At different times in his 1life, during certain
months, his thoughts could hardliy escape the shadows
and glory of the death of the Lord Jesus Christ, and
it would be from these experiences that his topics for
such sermons would arise., Then again, there were months
when the cross did not dominate his thoughts so exclu-
sively, and the truth that the Christ who died on the

cross 7ro0se from the dead was uppermost in his mind.

Consequently, sermons made during tis period were filled

@ o ¢ s 0 08 8
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with resurrection truths., At other times.the mercy,

the love, and the justice of God claimed preeminence.

Then he would forget for a time the doctrinal element

and would deal, in a large measure, upon the more

ethical topics. Thus, only after a topic or text had
struck a vibrant chord in his own life would Dale endeavor

to impart it to his congregations.
B. The Oral Character of Dale's Preaching

1. Dale's Method of Delivery

It is not necessary to hide the fact that Dale
wasg not an extemporaneous preacher. He believed the
man that could speak extemporaneously after having
thoroughly prepared his mind was in a more advantageous
position than the man who was bound t0 his manuscript.
He says:

"I have very rarely the courage to go into
the pulpit without carrying with me the
notes of my sermon, and occasionally I
read every sentence from the first to the
last. "1

Undoubtedly, it was his purpose to sacrifice
freedom of mannerism upon the platform for perfection
of language, for although he did not show himself to

& 6@ s v o 2

1, Ibid., p. 151
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be very dramatic in his sermons, he, nevertheless, had
great facility in stating and expoundiag religlous truth.
Dale thoroughly believed that the Holy Spirit could
gulde a man as much when he was preparing his sermon
as when he was delivering it, and never belittled the
work of the Holy Spirit in his own life. But, as he
said, "If I gpoke extemporaneously I should never sit
down.“l

Dale was aware of the advantages as well as
the disadvantages of writing and reading hils sermons.
He was always sure that when he went to church with
his sermon in his pocket he was going to have something
to say. And this, too, would ease his mind on Friday
and Saturday since he was able t0 rely upon his manu-
script rather than upon his memory.

It is evident from Dr. Dale's sermons that
he was a master at the use of the English language.
Therefore, he was more concerned about saying something
correctly and with the proper phrasiology than the
effect it would have on the audience. Concerning the
accuracy in the statement of truth he said:

"It must also be conceded that in sermons
in which clearness and precise accuracy

in the statement of truth are of special
importance, the man who reads is likely to

L 20 B BE B B X NI
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have a gread advantage. Language is a
difficult instrument t0 master, and even
the ablest speakers and those who have
had the longest praciice cannot always
command at the moment the simplest and
most transparent expression of their
thought. This is especially true when
they are dealing with unfamiliar lines
of speculation. The written sermon is
also likely to be most succesgful in the
clear and orderlg development of an ela~-
borate argument.®l

Thus, Dale reveales his own feeling in regard to the
better development of arguments and the better command
of one's language when the sermon is written and read.
However, he readily recognizes the advantages of those
who do not read their sermons, for he says:

MNotwithstanding my own habits - I am
compelled to admit that if we can
preach without reading we are likely
to preach more effectively."B

And he further says regarding this subject:

"It is not true that read sermons are
always dry and dull, or that extempo-
raneous sermons are necessarily viva-
cious and vigorous. Dr. Chalmers was
accustomed to read every syllable, and
yet he presached with a fire and a pas-
sion which created great excitement and
produced the deepest impression. How
weak, how dreary an extemporaneous
preacher may be, we all know, But there
are few of us that have Dr. Chalmers!
strong and impetuous nature. Unless
there is extracrdinary force in the
preacher, the manuscript somehow comes
between him and the congregation."3
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1., Ibid,, 157
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Some have said of Dale that his delivery was
affected by this mode of compositionj that it tended
to monotony and lack of pathos; but on some occasions,
when thoroughly aroused, he could stir an audience to
the greatest heights., But Dr. Dale's delivery is
outstandingly characterized by hie use of the manuscript, and
by his splendid way of saying exactly and accurately just
what he desired to say & lthough it was not accompanied with

dramatic elements.

3. Dale's Physical Energy

At the age of thirty-one years Dr. Dale was still
thin and slight being five feet ten inches in stature.
But as time passed that stature became a stock frame of
a robust individual. Although there were times in his
1ife when his work weighted so heavily upon him that he
became ill and had to go away for a vacation, yet on the
whole one might say that his energy was more the unusual
than the usual. Since his average sermon was of one
hour length, it was an unusual occasion that brought a
two hour sermon from the lips of Dr. Dale, and yet when
this happened before the Directors of the London Mig-

) 1
sionary Society he "swept along with unflagging energy."
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Brastow points out that his strong energy was

manifest physically as well as intellectually.

"Dr. R. W. Dale of Birmingham was in his

generation perhaps the most robust, force-

ful, and influential personality connected

with the ministry of the mon~conforming

churches. He was a man of extraordinary

inteilectual endowments and of eager intel-

lectual activities, with a passion for

literary exzpression early developed and

cultivated, which expressed ltself in the
publication of a book af the age of sixteen."l

C. Summary

It has been found in this gstudy of the elements
of power in the form of Dr. Dale's preaching that he
preached more doctrinal and ethical sermons than any
other type; these doctrinal sermons usually have a
strong Biblical emphasis with the use of much Scripture
and not too much philosophical language. His sermons
were generally longer than the average sermons preached
today, but seldom did they exceed the limit of an hour.
Dale's peculiar style was found to cousist in rather
lengthy sentences, strong doctrianl themes, a singleness
of emphasis made more effective through expansion and
elaboration, a repetition of phrases and exact thoughts

from previous sermons, and‘a language beautiful and
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l. Brastow, op. cit., p. 264
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yet eXplanitory so that all who heard and listened
were able to follow his close arguments although they
may not have been fully understood. It was discovered
also that Dsle repeated most of his doctrinal sermons,
but the sermons of the "Future Judgement® were dig-
carded after once using them, for he believed that one
mast speak on such terrible themes only from a heart
full of the sense of duty. It was further conceded that
Dale read very widely and that he encouraged the reading
¢f other sermons and great spesches., Howard saysm:

"He pursued a wide range of reading and brought

its treasures back $o his pulpit. As a cor-

rective against too narrow & range of reading

he advocated the use of books of a merely

ephemeral popularity, believing that this

would not only relisve the preacher of the

strain of severe duties, but that it would

also keep him in closer touch with his hearers

and what interested them."1

Then it was brought out that when Dale was
moved by some great passage of Scripture of by some
great topic he was able to move his congregations by
preaching on that subject which had first stirred him,
It was seen that Dale was not an extemporaneous

preacher, and had to rely to a large extenf upon his
manuscript. Finally, Dale's physical energy was dis-
cugsed, and 1t was found that this was as unflagging as

his intellectual energy.
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CHAPTER V

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

The purpose of this thesis was stated in the
first chapter. It was to discover the elemsnts of
power Wwhich were responsiblé for the peculiar effective-
negs of the preaching of Robert William Dale, and to
ascertain to what extent these elements can be utilized
in preaching today. It was believed bhest to consider
first, the contributing influences in the early life
of Dale; then, to find out what individuals had a share
in influencing his life as to affect his preaching;
next, to analyze a volume of Dale's docirinal sermons
and a volume of his ethical sermons in order to glean
from them his literary and oral forms of preaching., It
wag decided that through the study of the above the
elements of power of Dr. Dale's preaching would become
évident, and these in turn would be especially considered.
Finally, a summary was to be given tying together all
the findings of the subject studied and, in conclusion,
the persona discoveries of the writer with their ap- Pf
plications were to“be given.

The second chapter revealed that Robert William

Dale was born into a very devout Christian home and that,
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from the very beginning of childhood, he was brought
into close contact with the written Word, Even though
great difficulties and bereavements visited the home,
Dale was led in the paths of righteousness through the
prayers of his dear and saintly mother. As a boy, Dale
did not engage in the active and out-of-door sporis,
but instead, he turied himself in books and studies.
However, it was because he was able to give aid to his
‘classmates in subjects which seemed difficult to them,
but comparatively simple for himself, that he made many
friends. During his early education many men were in-
fluencial in molding his thinking, some of them being

- Mr. Wilby, Mr. Offord, John and George Offord, Mr.
William Stroud and Dr, John Campbell. Dale's aptitude
for writing became evident in his early teens and grew
steadily as he advanced in school.

Regarding his religious experience, it was
found that Dale accepted the work of Christ for himself
and was recesived into the church at the age of fourteen
years. Mr., James'! book, "Anxious Enquirery was most
instrumental in settling many disturbing questions in
his mind, and aided him in coming to Christ in faith.

During Dale's college life, the men who were
to help formulate hig thinking and influence his

preaching were Mr. Barker, Mr. Watts and Mr. Henry Rogers.
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In the literary field no one had such a pronounced effect
upon Dale as did Edmund Burke, whereas in the pulpit Mr.
George Dawgon was Dale's favorite preacher. Dawson's
influence became most evident in the latter 1life of Dale
especlally as seen from Dale's emphasis upon ethics.
The rest of chapter two considered Dr. Dale's work at
Carr's Lane Church where Mr. James was pastor. Because
of the illness of Mr., James Dale was asked to preach
once a month at Carr's Lane., Later this resulted in an
invitation to be assistant pastor and then co-pastor and
finally, at Mr. James' death, The Pastor. This was Dr.
Dalet's first, last and only love, for it was here that
he both began and ended his long and fruitful ministry.
It was Carr's Lane that received the full force of his
strong doctrinal and ethical preaching. |

In chapter III the elements of power especially
evident in Dr. Dale'!s doctrinal and ethical sermons were
considered. Dale was shown t0 be essentially a doctrinal
preacher and, undoubtedly , the outstanding doctrinal
preacher of England in the Nineteenth Century. The third
chapter does not deal with all the elements of power in
Dale's preaching, but only with the most important and
outstanding ones.

After looking at a typical sermon in order to

ascertain Dale's method of procedure in handling such
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subjects, each element was given special attention.
FPirst, his use of Scripture was weighed, and it was dis-
covered from hig use of Biblical illustrations, his conw
stantly bringing out into sermons the spirit as well as
the letter of the Word, and from his choice of texts
that Dale had an exceptional grasp of the total‘scape of
Scripture. Another unigue characteristic was . his plac-
ing of Christ centrally in all his works. His sermons
are filled with the Living Christ, and Dale ever pre-
sented Him as the Answer to every problem. For Dale,
an infallible Christ is above an infallible Book., It
is because of onse's faith in Christ that he can have
faith in the Book says Dale. He always brought in the
person of Christ, and it is correct to say that his
preaching was, above all things, both Biblical and
Christo-centric, & combination that must go hand in
hand in order to achieve effective results.

Next was considered the strong emphasis that
Dr. Dale placed upon experience. For him, something
was not really known until it had been exXperienced.
Philosophical arguments were never used by him to prove
the humanity and deity of our Lord. Dale went directly
to the words of those individuals who had ween with
Jesug, and from their experiences he presented the

proofg for his arguments. DBecause Dale believed that



Christian experience was the greatest proof of Christian
doctrine he would appeal to the experience of his
listeners and to the experience and testimony of the
Christians down through the centuries,

‘Dale centered hig teaching and preaching
around the central fact of the Afonement. He desired
t0 preach the whole ocounsel of God and, therefore,
made certain that his preaching touched all the great
dectrines of Scripture. His range of preaching was seen
to be véry wide and inclusive. In the closing of the
first part of the third chapter it was shown that an-
other great element of power contributed much to his -
preaching. This was his emphasis upon evangelism,
Although he lacked many of the characteristic traits of
a successful evangelist, yet his desire for evangelism
was made strong in his preaching.

The second division of the third chapter con-
sidered briefly those elements of power found in his
ethical preaching. His use of Scripture was az out-
standing in his ethical sermons as in his doctrinal
germons. In the former the teachings of Christ was
the dominant chord, while in hls doctrinal sermons the
person of Christ became the central emphasis. Passage
after passage from the Sermon on the Mount was used

by Dale either as text or as content. Thus, 1t was



- 85 -

found that Dale was strictly a Biblical preacher with
a Christ centered message.

Hig entire approach in these sermons was a
practical one. Being aware of his own failures he was
better able to be of practical help to those 0 whom
he ministered. Dale did not isolate his truths, but
in every instance he made them applicable to every day
life. He alsgo had an unusual insight into the hearts
of men. He spoke understandingly to his congregation
in his sermons, and doing so, touched his hearers at
the very center of their lives., His range was wide,
hig insight into man unigque, and his sermons never
without application.

The fourth chapter dealt with the form of Daletls
preaching. From this study it was seen that Dale's °
preaching was charécterized by lengthy sentences, strong
doctrinal themes, singleness of emphasis, repetition
of phrases, and a language beautiful and explanitory.
It was noted that Dale wrote most of his sermons and
often took the whole manuscript with him into the pul-
pit. Often he would repeat the very same sermon that
he had given once before. However, on such subjects as
the Future Judgment, his sermons once glven Were never

uged again. He felt that such terrible subjects should
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be preached only from a heart burning with duty, and
therefore, each time they were delivered they should be
thought out afresh. Dale's background was rich in litera-
ture, history and science, and since his opportunity to
hear other sermons was greatly limited, he made it a
point to read the sermons of gresat preachers. Although
he was dependent to a large extent upon his manuscript,
yet he was able to keep the congregation actively think-
ing with him most of the time. To his closing years
his desire was that he might speak more extemporaneously,
but this desire never came to‘fulfihaent. Despite this
fact, the many other characteristics or elements of power
Dale possessed ouftshone this one ﬁeficiency, and Dale
is known today as one of the most outstanding preachers
of England in the Nineteenth Century.

In conclusion, it can be said that Dr. Dalels
elements of power made him the preacher that he was.
All of them were necessary to make him such a great
intellectual and spiritual leader and, undoubtedly, the
loss of any one element would have told on his great
influence as a preacher.,

In answering the question to hwat extent these
elements may be utilized in our preaching today, the
following can be said. One must be aware that no two

men are alike and no two men have exactly the same
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elements of power. But in recalling to mind those
elements that made Dale what he was, parental influence,
early education, influence of educational and spiritual
leaders, leve for study and books, his keen mind, his
frankness and thoroughness, mastery of the Word, his
experience of Christ, genuine insight into man, eloguence,
pulpit power and his practical life, there are especially
gome that can be utilized in our preaching today. There
gshould be included in the list of elements of power for
the modern preacher, aside from the usual family and
school environment, a keen awarenegs of Christ and his
power to change the hearts of men. For before one can
minister to others, that one must have felt the assurance
of sins forgiven even as Daie did at the age of fourteen.
The mastery of the source book, the Bible, can-
not be left out, for upon what vetter authority can one
speak today than upon the authOrity of the Word of God?
Man's words wither and die, but the Word of God standeth
gsure. With these two can be added a third, and that is
to fill one's minigtry with solid doctrinal truth upon
which the hearers can stand amid the storms of life.
Had the ministers in the recent past preached more doc-
trinal sermons the average congregation would not be

s8¢ spiritually illiterate today. Men must be encouraged

to think as well as t0 listen.
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Add to all these the keen mind that Dale had,
his knowledge of the practical, and his concern for
man, and under the guidance of the Holy Spirit such a
man will become & great influence in the world for God.

In this study I have been able to see a man
grow into his calling; I have seen him meet and over-
come difficulties, both physical and spiritual; I have
been awakened to the nsed of a revival of both doctirinal
and ethical preaching - doctrinal preaching which will
establisgh the hearers firmly in the faith, and ethical
preaching that will enatle them to exemplify the life
of a Christian citizen - that is, to live at peace with
all men. If today we could have a new emphasis upon
ethics by those who preach only doctrine, and a greater
gtress upon Christian doctrine by those whose sermons
are entirely ethical, our own country would be more
united in the faith that was delivered t0 us by our
fathers.

This study has a2lso acquainted me with one of
the finest preachers of England and with some of the
most noble doctrinal sermons ever preached. From this
gtudy I have derived a new vision of the possibilities
in the Christian ministry of using all the many and
peculiar abilitiesrwhich a person may have, and through

the help of the Holy Spirit proclaim the tidings of peace
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through Christ. It 1s not the number of abilities with
which a rerson is endowed, but rather the way in which
he uses them that spells the difference between success
and failure, Dale was gifted, but more than that he was
led by the Spirit of God. So too, everyone who is in
the ministry must rely fully upon God's help in order

t0 accomplish the greatest results for Him.
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